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Carmandinrg Of7icer: Maj, Themas W, erghy-ﬁ‘lt. Sergeant: PSG lowell W, Bell !
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fTHIS SUARTZRLY NEWSIETZR IS DEDICATED TO CAPTAIN GEORGE MIMER AID WOl GERAID l
(GATON WHC GAVE THEEIR LIVES IN ORDER THAT OTHERS MIGHT LIVE. . . . ____ !
The beginning of this quarter found everyome in our unit faced with the
, same obstacle, "work,” The first project which was undertaken, and as yet to e
: tctally complsted, wasg the heliport. With the acquisition of more aircraft over
: the past year, our old haliport was inadequate in size, number of aircraft revet
ments, arrangement of the reveiments, smd the newly anncunced Division safety -
features, The first step of the project, the enlargement of the reliport,
proved to be only a small hinderance since we used cur brains rather than our
brawn, we had the local Sea Bees dw the work. The revetments proved to be
amore of a protlem to our ingsmuity in our frtile attempt to avcid exsrcise. The
revetments were moved from the ceantar of the reliport to the side, all facing
east and west instead of north and south as they had heen, thus giving onr helia
port a hover-deperture lane. With the help of every man in the unit ths revet-
aents were relocated and rebuilt with only 2 small mmber of minor blisters,
gunburns, and sm&shed fingers suffserad bty the willing werkers.,

With the helipert nearing cemplation, svercne began to lean baci and have
grzat dresams of the leisure tize which was sure to follow all of the past activity,
but due te a change in Division Commanders, Battalion Ccmienders, and Charlie's
not 30 new idea of mortcring Camp Eagle cn a regular schedule (anvtime he cculd
hump in enocugh rounds of ammo to make the night interesting for us) a new project
was given our work hapuy unit, sand bag all the hoctches., Now t3 an ordinary unit
this would pose ne zroblems whef so ever, but cur unit haprens to be located on
the side of a hill with a slcpn which must eporoach 45 degrses in some places,
There is definitaly a 3ldll tc put®ing up sandbags around a hootch thal is touch-
ing the ground on one side and is six feet off the ground on the other side, Onece
the sandbags wers stacked in an orderly manrner, what should happen but the rains
ceme and the walls of Eagle Dustoff came tumbling down. After several walls were
rebuilt and Others reinforeed, a sclution was discovered, prop up the bags with
poles, walk gently in the hootchesy and den't walk between the hoctches unless
absolutely necessary,

The next item of activity was ene which everyone had been anticipating for
quite some time, the moving of the Air Ambuance Flatoon inte the new maintenw
ance hanger, rfor the first time since the Air Ambulence Platoon was organized,
Flight Operations, medical supnlies, Aircraft Maintenance, and the Command Post
are all under the same roof. With this new arrangement the platoon will be as
efficient on the ground as we have proven curselves to e in the air. It has
teen a herculean task, but in the future it will rrove itc he well worth the effort
we have put forth, -

With the semi-completion of the helipor%, the "sand-bagging", and the meve
into ithe maintensnce hanger, we may once ag2in lean back and take it easy for
a while, Unless some drasiic move comes sbout we ars 21l set to simply watch the
war go by. PFew of us actually believe this to be the case., "Tote thet barge,
14f4 that bale,..." Ah,Sergeant 2ell 13 at i3 again.



TRE QJT MEDIC

Being in the 1Qlst Dusteff nnit hes
it's advantages and disadvzntages.

First of all, it's strictly a volunteer
type of orgasnization, you have to want
to ke here,

Before coming into this unit, I alweys
looked at the dustoff perscnnel with awe
for they are a prcud group and have a
right to be,

The main function of the dustoff
unit is to evacuate woundad personnel
from the fisld to the hospitals end
give area support to the Vietnamese
population. But it's the time between
pick up of the patient until you've
reached the hospital thet is most
important, regardless of natiorelity.
Svery helicopter is equiped with medical
supnlies for on the spot treatment and
hag 2 hoist for the hord to roaeh places
and hover holes,

dhen first coming to the unit, I
was placed as an OJT medic,on-the-jcb
trazining. This amounted to sifting in
the reir of the aircrafi simply cbserv~
ing and asking questions. After a weak
I was ready to fly up frent with the old
timer madic who was contiauzlly cbserve
ing and instructing re.

Cne of the most important jcbs of the
medic is to observe and relzte to tie
pilot any air traffic and to make sure
the main rotor and tail roter are clear
of any cbstructions,

When my first mission eeme, I ran cut
to the ship and unfastened the mein rotor
from the tailboom. Then I was subjected
to the ordeal of putting on my flight
gear which weighs about 50pounds. The
geer consist of bedy armor, refered to
2s the chicksn plate, whick is supposed
to stop 2 30 Caliber round, a karmess to
make sure you don't fall from the air-
craft, helmet, gloves,and a suitc: nade

of firas resistent materiel. So after gst-

ting 2ll of this en, you're ready to go.
The mission was clzssified urgent
because a young Vietnamese woman was
having labor peins and possibly a mis-
carriage., WOW! So here I was, constantly
chrcking the air trzffic and my back
aching from the chicken plate. Finally,
we rezched the vick-up site and me with
scre nzck freom censtantly checking
he mein 2nd tail rotor. We gct the
z=i=nt on board the zircraft and hsaded
ar #he Hue Citadel FHospital where all
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* is reeily a nics addition though,
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ARVN'S and Vietnamese patients are
takan.

After clearing the 12£t side, I pro-
ceded to examine the patient. She was
about 21 years old, balf French and
half Vietnamese, She was beautiful.

Her baby had turned so that its head
was prassing against the girl's stcmache
thus causing the pain, I thought, I
finally noticed that the elastic in
her slacks was so tight that it was
snueezing the baby. I cut the slastic
and the girl had almost instant relief,
If I had have had a tooth brush with
me, I would have given her mouth to
mouth resusitation, but with treatle

nut stained teeth, no thanks.

Whsn we reached the hoscitzl and lat
our petient off, we procced:d beck to
Cexn Eagle, On the return trip I kad
mmarous duties to perform, z2nd aftar
landing I was to tie dewn the roter
tlade and clean out the shinp, After
neking the ship ready focr onr next
mission I went to my kootch fcr a nep,

The next dey I awcke with a great
feeling of cnnfidencs, assuring myself
thav after yasterday nothing could faze
me, Then I had my first mission of the
day. Woils weiting $sr ths pilci, the
crewciiief told me the mission was
ancther miscerrizge., WOW! again, I
back to the hootch and rot
with a nervous feeling,

Back at the srip again
hard, I felt new confidenc
because this time I didn't ¢
toothbrush.
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OQur congratulations and apprzciation
go cut to irs, Beverly Collins, On 3
September she przsented hsr “ushand
1Lt Jerry W. Collins with a 74 pound
baby girl, Christine Ann, HMrs, Collins
not only gave her husband = daughter,
but she gzve our ears scme relizf from

. all the ™y Son The Quartertack" S*cries

Lt. Collins had been telling, How how-
ever we're getting quite a f2w "™y
Daughtar ths Beauty Queen" stcries.

Ore mors beautiful girl in tks world
Thank

You Mrs, Collins,



In the past quarter it seems as if
we have had a total rotation of por-
sonnel, but in fact, we have not The
following personnel have departed:

Ca.pta.in Otis Eva.ns « 2 o o o OGW
CW2 John Blessing . » » « » » .Vung Tau
CW2 Robert Blaek . - - « o . FI. RUCKZR
CW2 Frank Hichens « + « o « .. o GEAMANY
CW2 Micheal McKenna . . . . FT. WALTERS

C‘JZ m Reid » o & & o o FT. CAMPSEIL
CW2 John Shirley « s « « o + o GERMANY
CW2 Max Tuckar o« o+ o ¢ s ¢ o o & JAPAN
CW2 D&llas M'K‘Q o o » o o o FT. RUCKER

PSG Thomas RC33 ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢« o « FT. [EWIS
SGT. DD.Vid Pritt e o o o o o FT. m
SP5 Staven-Beblch o o , o «»HUNTER AAF

PSBrianFOXoootoooooooEm

PS Clement Grilloe « o v o JHUNTZR AdF
SP5 Lawrsnce Harris , . . . .FT. RUCKER
S?5 James Johnson. . . 4 . ., HUNTER AAF

SP5 Danial Pugh « = o o « » . ET. WEADB
SPﬁ Richard cbel'g e ¢ &6 ¢ 0 o 9 o @ ETS
SPS Derrsl Stewarte o o ¢ .mm AAF
SPS Karl whita ¢ e 8 o & » OHC Hom
SPS Cfeorge Winans , o ¢ o o o » o & BIS
SP5 Darrel Ashton + « » « + « o GERMANY

To make up for the gap left in our
personnel roster, these lucky pecple
have coma into the unit:

Captain Jimmy G, Fatterson
Captain Greg B. Stafford
Captain Jesse 4, Wisdem
1LT Jerry W, Collins
1LT Austin E. Johnson
WOl Rocky D. Armstead
W01l Edward T. O'Brian
W01 Thomas Pabst

WA Daniel S Smith

SP5 Patrick M, Nash

SP5 Rafael G, Martines
SP5 Hubert D, Sutton
SP5 Fred G, Watacn

SP, Tony Kuzmicz

SP, Steven G, Osguthorpe
SP4 Crharles J. Mulles
SP, Knwt P. Neihoff

SPL Jeck D, Pihl

SP, Jeff Hoore

SP4 Paunl J, Schmauss
SP, Willism R, Smith

PFC Robert J Dumas

PFC John W, Swartz

FREPARED!

One night while stationed in Vietnam,

cur mailman wes on meil run to the AFO
office when the ecamp came under Red
Alert. About the time the first rocket
hit the grornd and expleded the =mail-
man jumped from his jeep 2nd landed in
the middle of a mud puddle, While layi
ing there an officer approached aad .
asked,"Are you armed?" Jes, sir was the
reply. "Well then, you are on the reace
tionary force." Whersupon the officer
departed,

After some tims had passed the maile
men returned to his jcep and headed fer

‘his unit, Unon arriving in his area arnd

finding the area still undar Red Alert,
he headed for the main bunker. Upon

-entering he was asked, Whers heve you

beagn?”®

"I was returning from the AFQ affioe,

sir,"

"What took yuu 30 long?"

Mell sir, I was put on the raseca :
tionary force by some officer,”

M™era you armed?®

7Yes sir."

"Did you have any rounds for your
weapon?"

Again the reply was, yes sir.

"How many rounds did you have?”

"One round, sir."

"You mean to tell me thai you only
had one round with you,"

"No sir, not with me, it was back
in my hoctch "
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FRIENDS, RELATIVES, & FCRMER EMBERS

I'n sure the majerity of you have
misse# seeing cur monthly newsletler the
last few months, With the loss of our
editer and the numerous and frequent
inspections during the last quarter,
we 've been left with little tize to work
on these nice to do projects. I'm sure
many e¢f e¢ur former members would be
amazed at the progress made in our phy-
sical layout. Without their efforts we
would nnt have had the base on which to
tuild,

During the months of July and Aug-
ust we stayad relatively busy accomplish-
ing our primary missinn of aeramedical
evacnation, The later vart of August
and the month of September has been rel-
atively, in fact, real quiet. Although
most cof us are happier performing the

ife saving missions we are trained for,
we alse realize the lack of aetivity
also means a lack of human suffering.

As we mentioned in previous newse
letters, we -ad been trying to obtain
an OH-6A light observation helicopter to
reduce the number of hoist missions we
gerform., We in fact obtained one én loan
from the 3rd Bde. and used it for three
weeks in support of their arca. The sta=
tistics compiled are included with our
normal evacuaticn statistics,

We still feel the OH-6&A may Bave
scre apnlication for medical evacuation
purposes, Three factors kept us from
compiling any meaningful data om it's use,
One, the relatively short period of time
we ntilized it. Two, the inactivity of
enemy forces and three, its use was re-
stricted to supporting only one brigade.
We are in hopes Of obtaining another air-
craft in the future.

Plans for the next months include
continuzd improvement of our helipad,
construction of 2 lighted landing pad,
hovsr lanes into aircraft revetments,
penipriming again to hold down the dust,
heichtening the walls of the revetments,
ané locating a2 hct spot revetment ciose to
cverations., We elso plan to continue to
imcrove our hanger and living quarters
in preparation for the monscon season.
With the monscon season almost upon us
we are placing increased emphasis on
instrument trazining for all assigned
aviztors, with special emphasis on get-
ting evsryone in the soup.
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QUARTZRLY STATISTICS

PATIENTS EVACUATED

L am gEP
03] 788 782 456
ARVN 87 110 34
Vi CIV 123 143 95
CANINE 1 1 0
SN /SUSP 13 2 4
TOTAL 1014 1038 589
DAY /NIGHT PATIENTS
DAY 908 - 875 499
FICGHT 106 163 90
MISSIONS
D&Y 640 658 Lb6L
NIGHT 73 91 _70
TOTAL T3 7749 534
EOIST UTILIZATION
MISSIONS 110 71 19
PATIENTS 167 120 34
OB.EA
MISSIONS 20
PATIENTS 18
REDUCTION I EQIST MISSIONS
DUE TO OH..A4 9
FLICHAT TDME
DAY 533 482 335
NIGET 8 B .m
TCTAL 591 564 388

AVERAGE AVIATQR FLIGET TIME

59 66 39
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EARIE DUSTOFF '
is a quarterly publieation of
the
ATR AMBULANCE PLATOON
326T2 MEDICAL BATTALION
101ST AIREBORNE DIVISION
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