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The beginni.'lg of this quarter found everyone in our unit faced with the 
same obstacle, "vork." The first pro·ject w'h.:.ch was undertaken, and as yet to be 
totally completad, was the heliport. With the acquisition of more aircraft over 
the past year, our old heliport W'as inadequate in size, number of airc::-aft re~'"et­
::lSnts, arrange-:nent of the revetments, !!ld the newly a.."lnOunced Division safety . · 
features. The first step of the project, the enlargement of the l:ellport, 
proved to be only a small hinderance since w us~d our brai "!'ls ra th'!r than our 
brawn, we had the local Sea Eees 41111 the wrk. The revetments pro"'Ted to be 
::iore of a problem to our inganui ty in our f•ttile a tter.rot to avoid exa?"cise. The 
revetments were ?!10Ved from the centar of the ~"".eliport to the side, all facing 
east and west instead of north and south as they had 1'.=:>e:a., thus giving o,,r !':eli­
port a hover-departure lane. 'Ji th :ilie help of ever7 !!'An in the unit the re•r::t­
'uents were relocated and rebuilt with only a S-::18.ll m.miber of minor blisters, 
.::iunburns, and smashed fingers s1.lffsrad by the ".lilling wcrkers. 

With the heliport nearing com.pl" ti on, everone beg:i...11 to lean bac!c and haire 
gr~a t dreams of the leisure tid! vhieh vas sure to f cllO\.I all of tr.e past activity, 
but due t• a change in. Di vision Commanders, Ea t"talion Cctl!":1anders, and Ci'i..a.r lie rs 
nat so new idea of ~ortcring Camp Eagle en a. re~nlar schedule (an,rtime he could 
hu.""!lp in enou;-h rounds of ammo to ms.."lte the n.i.ght interesting for us) a new -;:iro,1ect 
"'as given our work hap-py unit, sand bag a.ll the hoctches. Nov t~ an ordinary unit 
this would pose ne ;roblen:s vhs:t! so ever 1 but i::iu:r u.""li t happens to be located or.. 
the side of a. hill •A t."l a slcp11 which ~t e.pproa.ch 45 degrees in some places. 
There is definital7 a skill to putting up sandbags a...-ound a hootch tr..1C."t is to1JCh­
ing the ?OU!'..d on one side and is six feet off the grO"tmd on the other side. Onee 
the sandbags were stacked in an orderly tna.n.."'!er, wfu!.t should happen but the .rain:s 
c'me and the valls of Eagle Du3toff came tumbling down.. After several walls wre 
rsbuil t and other' reinf or•ed, a solution va.s discovered, prop up the bags vi th 
poles, walk gently in the hootches1 anc. don't Yalk betw-een the hoctches unless 
absolutely necessarf. 

The next it.am of activity was ene which eyeryone had 'oeen anticipating for 
quite soi::ie time, the movi.!'lg of the Air Ainbua.nce .Platoon i:ito tb.e !le".: :nai.nten­
a.nce hanger. For the first time since the Air Ambulance Platoon was organized, 
Flight Operations, medical supolles, Aircra.t:t Maintenance, a."ld the Command Post 
are all under the sa~ roof. With this nev a.rra.nge?:ent the -clatoon vill be as 
efficient on the ~und as we h!!:ve proven ourselves to be in- the air. It has 
been a herculean task, but in the future it will prove to be wll ·worth the effort 
we have put forth. 

With the semi-com.pletio.n of the heliport, the "sand-bagging", am the -:ncve 
into the mainte~11ce hanger, w may once age.;!l lean back and take it easy for 
a while. Unless some drastic move comes a.bout '.Te are all set to si:n;:>ly '..ratch the 
war go by. Few of us actually believe this to be the case • "Tota tee t ber ge , 
lift that bale, ••• " Ah,Sergeant Eell is at i~ a€ain. 
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TEE OJT MED IC 
i::eing in the lOlst Dustoff unit has 

it rs advantages and disadr::.ntages. 
First of all, it 1 s stricilY a volunteer 
type of organization, you have to want 
to be here , 

Be fore coming into this unit, I always 
looked at the dustof! personnel W'i th aw 
for they are a. proud group aod. have a 
right to be. 

The main function of the dustoff 
unit is to evacuate W'ound .. :d personnel 
f'ro~ t.1.ie field to the hospitals and 
give area support to tae Vietnamese 
population. But it rs the time between 
pick up of the patient until you 1ve 
re~chcd the hospital that is most 
im9ort-s.nt, reg-~dless of nationality:9 
Every helicopter is ec_uiped with medical 
sup~lies for on tha spot treatment a."l.d 
has i hoist for the haru to ro~•h pJac~s 
and hoirer holes. 

~hen first coming to the unit, I 
'\las olaced a.s an OJT me.dic,on-the-job 
tr'S.i..;,in2'. This mountad to sitting in 
t.11.e re~; of the aircra.!t simply observ­
ing a!ld asking questions. After a we·~k 
I '.fC.S ready to fly up front 'Ji th the old 
ti~ar ~adic who was conti~ua.lly observ­
ing and instructing :ne. 

One of the !!lost i!!l.porta."l.t jobs of the 
medic is to observe and rel.'.!.te to tte 
pilot a.ny ci.r traffic and to make sure 
the 'll3.in rotor and tail. rvtcr ~e clear 
of any obstructions. 

When m:r first mission •ams, I ran out 
to the ship and unfastened the main rotor 
from th3 tailboom. Then I W'e.s subjected 

-------· 
ARVN 1s and Vietnamese patients are 
tak·3n. 

After clearing the h ft side , I pre­
ceded to examine the patient. She was 
about 21 years old, half French and 
half Vietnamese. She W'as bea1.itiful. 
Her baby had turned so th.at its head 
va..s prsssing affainst the gi::-l's stoma.ere 
thus causing the pain, I t.~ought. I 
finally noticed that the elastic in 
har slacks was so tiilht th~t it w-as 
squeezing the baby. I cut the el~stic 
and the ~irl bad almost i~stant relief. 
If I had have had a tooth brush vi_ th 
me, I would have given her Iil.Outh to 
mouth restis"!.tation, but with reetle 
nut· stainad tc~th, no thanks • 

When ~e rgached the hos~ital and lat 
our patient off, ~a proc..,Pd:.d be.ck to 
Ce.mp Eagle. On the return t::-ip I rad 
nu~..rou.~ dutiq~ to perf or:n, a~d after 
landing I '.las to tie do-....m. tZ:e rotor 
blade a.'ld clean out tr.a sbi ":J • After 
ma.king the ship ready fer 01.:i= next 
mission I ~nt to llI1 cootch fer a nap. 

The next d!ly ! awoke with a ~at 
feeling of cnnfidenca, assu:r!ng nryself 
that aft~r j'!.s-terd~y nothi~? could faze 
me. Then I had -;rry fi.r~t ::tlss:ion of the 
d<>~T w·~1.01 "3 t,.,.i+.:,...- "'~r f-J.,.,. .,...:,,... ... tho 
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crewci.lief told ~ the "'.!rlssion ~a.s 
a.nothsr misce.rri:;.ge. WC'w! a~·ti:i. ! wnt 
back to the hootch 2.."l.d ~ot ~ f loves 
•..dth a nervous feeling. 

Back at the sriu ai;r-i-in brsa:thina 
hard, I felt nev confidence .~~wi:i€ 
because this time I didn't f~rget the 
toothbrush. to t.l:e ordeal of 911tting on my f'light 

gear which weig-hs a.bout 50"COU.nds • The 
~ear consist of body a.'l'"!ilOr: rafared to 
as the chicken phte, which. is supposed 
to step a JO Caliber round, a harness to 
:nalce sure you don 1 t fall from ~he ai .,._ 
era.ft, helmet, gloves,a.nd a sui~· ::ia.de 
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of fire resistent !!!ataritl. So after get-: 
ti.!lg all of this en, you 1-re ready to go. 

The mission was cla:Jsified urgent 
because a young Vietnamese woman was 
~vi!!g labor pains and possibly a m:i.s­
c.~riage. WCWi So here I vas, constantly 
ch:-:cking the air t~ffic a.Dd rey- back 
achinR from tha chicken plate. Fin.ally, 
·..;e reS.ched the oick-iIC site a.!'.d me with 
a sere n~ck from constantly checking 
the main ~d tail r~tor. We get the 
-::a:':.i--:;r.t on bo:ird the aircraft and h-:aded 
£-~;:- 7.:--·~ ::u~ Ci tad.el ?.ospi tal "lw"'cere D.ll 

Our coruzratul1tions a!ld a"m--=ciation 
go cut to firs. E~verly Collin;. On 3 
Septemb3r she pr3Sented her ~us~a~..d 
lLt Jerry W • Collins w'i. th a 7-t pound 
baby ~rl, Christir..e Ann. !-irs. Collir..s 
not only gave her husb'!.nd. a daughter, 
but she gave our e'?.rs some reli-sf from 
all the rtMy Son The Qua.rtercackn S ~cries 
Lt. Collins had been tallinv.. ~!ow how­
ever w 're g'!tting quite a f·~"W "My 
Daughtar the Beauty ·~uee?J. 11 st~ries. 
One :nore bea:1.'ti.ful girl in tta '..;crld 
is ree.lly a nic~ ad.di tion t!:o1.igh, Tha.!1.k 
Yo~ Mrs. Collins. 
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In the past quarter it seems as it' 
~e have had a total rotation o! par­
sonr..el, but in fact, we have not The 
follovi.ng personnel have dsparted: 

Captain Otis Evans • , • • • • .GERMANY 
CW2 John Blessing • • ••••• Vung Tau 
CW2 Robert Blaek • • • • • • 1T. RUCKE:R 
CW'2 Fr&nk Hichens • • • • • .• • GERMA.i.~ 
CW2 Micheal Mc.Kezma. • • • • FT. WALTERS 
cw2 .Irvi!l Reid •••••• n. CAMPBELL 
CW2 J'.::ihn Shirley • • • • • • • .~'U 
0¥2 Max Tucker • • • • • • • •• .JAPAN 
CW2 Dallas MeKee • • • • • • Fr. RUCKER 
.PSG Th~ R~s • ••• • •• FT. IEW!S 
SGT .. Da.vid· Pritt • • • • • • , FT. EEUOO 
SP5 S.taven-S.b1 eb , , • ..... .,; ~NTEB.-.:AA.F 

tz P5 Brian F°" • • • • • • • • • • • E'IS. 
~PS Cle::ient Grillo. • • • • .EtJ'NT]R AAF 
5?S Lawrence Harris • • • • .Fr. RUCKER 
S?5 Jame3 Johnson. • • • • • HUNTER AJ2 
S·PS Da.."lia.l Pugh • .. • • • • • ?!'.. ~ 
SP5 Richard Oberg • • • • • • • • • E'l'S 
S?5 De.rrel St.avart.: ••••• h"Utm!R AA1 
S P5 Karl Whi U! • • • • • • • .FT • HOCD 
SP5 George Winans • • • • • • • • • E'l'S 
SP5 De.?Tel A..shton • • • • • • • GERMA~l! 

To make up for the gap le ft in our 
personnel roster, these lucky people 
have coma into the unit: 

Ca~tain Jim:ny G. Patterson 
Captain Greg B. Stafford 
Captain Jesse A.. Wisdom. 
lLT Jerry w. Collins 
lLT Austin E. Johnson 
WOl Rocky D. Armstead 
WOl Edward T. 0 'Eri.an 
wo1. Thomas Pabst 
WCI. Danial S Smith 
SP5 Pat.1:-ick M. Hash 
S PS Rafael G. Martines 
S P5 Hubert D • Sutton 
SPS Fred G. Wat.son 
S P4 Tony Kuzmicz 
SP4 Steven G. Osguthorpe 
SP4 Charles J. MnJ Jes 
SP4 Kny:t P. Neihoff 
SP4 Je.ck D. Pihl 
SP4 Jeff ~foore 
SP4 Paul J. Schmauss 
SP4 Willi4I11 R. Smith 
PFC Robert J Dumas 
PFC John W. Swrtz 

ffiEPARED! 
One night vhile stationed in Vietnam, 

our mailman was on mail run to the A.PO 
office vhen the camp came under Red 
Alert. Abcut the ti.?De the first rocket 
hit the gro•·nd and exploded the ::nail­
man jumped from hi.9 jeep end landed in 
the middle ot: & mud puddle. 1ilbile la.yir 
1.ng there an offiear a:9proac~ed a .. 'td .. 
asked,"Are you armed?n Yes, sir vaa the 
rep~~ "Well then, you are on the· reac­
tionary force.w Whereupon the officer 
departed. 

.ltter some time had l'U.9ed the mail­
man returned to his jeep and headed ror 
his unit. u..,on a.rri Ving in his area ar..d 
finding the area still-und~r Red Alert~ 
he hea.d•d for the me.in bunker. Upon 
en-tern?g he waa a8ked~ 11Wh~ ba-.e. ~ 
beGn? 8 . 

n I was re:~ning f'rQm the ~ affioe, 
sir." 

"\iha.t toQk Yt.:JO. -:o long?" 
nweu sir, I was pai: oc the rsac.;. 

tionary force by some officer." 
"Were ycu armed?" 
"Yes sir." 
nn1d you have ar!:'f rounds for your 

wapon?n 
Again tbs re ply vas , ya s sir. 
"Hov many rounds did you ~a"?e?" 
"One round, sir." 
"You moen to tell me tr ... ..._ t y0u only 

had one round with you." 
"No sir, not with me, it w~ be.ck 

in M'/ hootc:h." 
•. •· I 
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Pm sure the Iliaj cri ty of you have 
missei' seeing cur monthly nevsletter the 
last few months. With the loss of our 
edit•r and the numerous and frequent 
inspections during the last quarter, 
we've been left with little ti:.ue to TJOrk 
on these nice to do projects. I'm sure 
many .-f 'ur for.ner members would: be 
amazed at the progress made in our phy­
sical layout. Without thei~ efforts we 
would n,,t have had the base on which to 
build. 

During the months of Ji.tl.¥ and Aug­
ust we stayed relatively busy accomplish­
ing our primary missinn of aer.,medical 
evac•i.ation. The later part of August 
and the month of September has been rel­
a ti •rely, in fact, real quiet. Although 
most cf us are happier perfC'rming the 
life saving missions -we are trained for; 
we a.ls• realize the la.ck of a6tivity 
tlso means a lack of human suf.f'ering. 

As we mentioned in previous news­
let-:.ars, ye ::ad been trying to obtain 
a.n OP.-6A light observation helico'Oter to 
r~d~ce the number of hoist missio~ ve 
car-form. We in fact obtained one dn loan 
frOI!I. the 3°'t'd Bde • a..,"ld used it for three 

,~, weeks i!l support of their a.raa. The sta­
tistics compiled are included with our 
nor:n..al evacuation statistics. 

We still feel the OF-6A may ~w 
sc~ ap-~lication for medical evacuation 
ouruoses. Three factors ke-ot us from 
~oraPiling a."lY ;.;:ea.ningful. ·~ta on it's use. 
One, the Mlativcly short period of time 
w '.1.tilized it. Two, t~.e inactivity of 
enemy forces and three, its use was re­
stricted to supporting only one brigade. 
We are in hopes Of obtaining another air­
craft in the future. 

Plans for the next months include 
continu;d i!!Iprovement of our helipad, 
cor..struction of a lighted landing pad, 
hovsr lanes into aircraft revetments, 
penipri.::ti.ng again to hold down the dust, 
he~fhte~..ing the walls ~f the revetments, 
and locating a hot s'9ot revetment close to 
O!Jera tions • We also plan to continue to 
i!!Iprove our ~anger and li vi.ng quarters 
in ~reua.ration for the monsoon season. 
With the monsoon season almost upon us 
we are pla.cing increased emphasis on 
instru.~ent training fer all assigned 
avi.;.tors, •-1i th s~cial emphasis on get­
tin€ everyone in the soup. 

"ALL TIS WA"!.'' 
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PATIEN'IS EVACUATED 
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TOTAL 
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DAY/NIGHT PATIEN!S 

DAY 
:-IIGBT 

DA~ 

NIGHT 
TOTAL 

908 875 
106 163 

MISSIOR3 

499 
90 

640 658 464 
.21 _:u. ..2!J. 
71:3 749 S34 

ROIS T UTILIZATION 

M.ISSIOi'S 
PATIENTS 

110 71 19 
197 120 34 

OF--6A 

M.IS3I0.rf) 20 
PATIEN'IS 18 
?2DUCTION :rn EOIST MISSI01'5 
DUE TO OH-6\ 9 

DAY 
NIGHT 
TOT.AL 

FLIGHT TIME 

533 
_s.a 
591 

482 335 
~ ...5.1 
564 J88 
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AVEaAGE AVIATOR FLIC.ET TH I 
59 66 39 I l . 
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