
VHP A Combat Unit Database 

A The VHPA Combat Unit database is named COMBUNIT.DBF and is maintained utilizing the Microsoft 
FOX PRO software. This database should be compatible with dBASE ill PLUS and dBASE IV software. 
This database is maintained by the VHP A Directory Committee and used by various VHP A Committees. 
The VHP A Administrative Services Contractor (current PAI in Cincinnati) maintains the VHP A 
Membership database but has not knowledge of the Combat Unit database. 

B. BACKUP copies of the database should be made on standard l.4MB 3 1/2 inch floppy discs. Copies 
are routinely distributed between the Directory and Data Base Committees. PKZIP is the software for 
producing these BACKUPs. 

C Structure for database: COMBUNIT.DBF 
Field 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

Field Name 
RAWCODE 
SORTKEY 
ENGLISH 
PUBLISH 
UIC_CODE 
BRANCH 
MAJ_CODE 

Type 
Character 
Character 
Character 
Character 
Character 
Character 
Character 

Width 
20 
5 
35 
35 
6 
2 
2 

••Total•• 106 The current field definitions are as follows: 

RA WCODE - generally the name of a military unit that served in Southeast Asia during the 
Vietnam Era. Examples: "C/159 A VN" "C/159 ASHC" "C/7 /17 CA V" "USARV FLT DET" "3 
BDE 4 INF" "HMM-362". Description: A 20 character, left justified field. This field holds the 
values used in the FIRST, SECOND, THIRD, FOURTH, FIFTH, SIXTH, SEVENTH, and 
EIGHTH fields in the VHP A Membership Database. All alphabetic characters must be capital 
letters. Numeric characters are allowed. Certain special characters (e.g. "/", "(",")",and"-") are 
allowed. Characters on the right side of the field that are not used are set to"" as in blank. The 
RA WCODE field is mandatoa for all records in the database. The code of only one unit can 
appear in this field. 

SORTKEY - is a private, disposable field that allows pilots in the Membership Database with 
different unit codes (e.g. "C/159 A VN" and "C/159 ASHC") to be associated with the same unit. 
Examples: "AA003" "AK07 A" "AK07C". Description: A 5 character, alphanumeric field. The first 
character is a letter. All letters appear as capital letters. Blanks are not allowed. SORTKEY is a 
mandatoa field for any RA WCODE value that needs to appear in the Directory index. This field 
is only used for pre.paring the Directoiy index. 

ENGLISH - is a field that holds the label text for the combat units that appear in the Directory 
index. Examples: "192d Avn (AHC) Co""? unit 2d Sqdn 1st Cav". Description: A 35 character, 
free form text field. The same text should appear for all record with the same SORTKEY. 
ENGLISH is a mandatoa field for any SORTKEY value that needs to appear in the Directory 
index. This field is only used for pre.paring the Directoiy index. 

PUBLISH - is the preferred text name for a combat unit. This is the name that will appear in all 
database published VHP A documents (e.g. the Historical Reference Directory, the unit in the 
KIA/MIA section of the Membership Directory). It is also used by the desktop publishing software 
to develop the Unit Index in the Historical Reference Directory. Description: A 35 character, free 
form text field. PUBLISH is a mandatoa field for any SORTKEY value that needs to be 
published in a standard form. 
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UIC_CODE - is the unit identification code for this combat unit. Description: A 6 character, 
alphanumeric field of the form ABCDEF as described in AR 18-50 Briefly, position A= "W" to 
denote an Army unit. The B, C, and D positions can include any alphanumeric character except 
"0" (as in capital "0" as in Oscar and capital "I" as in India) These characters are not used since 
they can easily be confused with the numbers "O" (as in zero) and "l" (as in one). All letters are 
capital letters. The E and F positions have a meaning (e.g. "AO" generally means A Company, A 
Troop, or A Battery). UIC _CODE is a highly desired field for any SORTKEY value or unique 
unit in the database. More will be said about UIC-CODEs in this document. 

BRANCH - is a field inserted by Gary so he can define it. Examples: ? Description: A 2 character 
code field. 

MAJ_CODE - is a field inserted by Gary so he can define it. Examples:? Description: A 2 
character code field. 

D. COMBUNIT has the following uses. 

D. l. The database was initially built in August, 1993 when the Directory Editor was wrestling with 
ways to prepare the Combat Unit Index for the Membership Directory. The initial task was to 
convert all possible RA WCODE values to a common SORTKEY and then to print the text in 
ENGLISH in the index. This functions is still used for each issue of the Directory. Briefly, a 
FOXPRO program reads each record in the Membership Database and for VHP A members or 
potential members, uses the values in the FIRST, SECOND, THIRD, FOURTH, FIFTH, SIXTH, 
SEVENTH, and EIGHTH fields as a key for the COMBUNIT database that is indexed by 
RAWCODE. A match results in the pilot's name and the SORTKEY being added as a new record 
to a temporary database. When all the Membership records have been worked, the temporary 
database is indexed by SORTKEY and name to produce an alphabetic list of pilots that served in 
the unit represented by the SORTKEY value. Then another FOXPRO program "unloaded" the 
temporary database into an input file for the desk top publishing software. Whenever a new 
SORTKEY value is detected, the ENGLISH text is retrieved from the COMBUNIT database and 
printed as a header for this list of names to follow. 

D.2. When the VHP A decided to start collecting and using UIC codes, the COMBUNIT database 
was the logical repository because it was already organized by unit. Populating the UIC _CODE 
fields is an on-going effort. The VHP A currently has three major sources for determining the 
UIC _CODE for a particular unit. First, the catalog of Army units. VHP A member Skip Butler 
found this in a library. Appendix A contains a sample page from this report. Second, the 
GOLDBOOK database. Appendix B contains a sample listing of several records from this 
database. Third Vietnam Era orders. Appendix C contains a copy of an order that includes UIC 
data. 

The programs that prepare the Historical Reference Directory use the UIC code in the 
HELICOPTR database as a key for the COMBUNIT database that is indexed by UIC _CODE. A 
match results in the extract of the PUBLISH field for use in the production effort. 

MOREONUICs 

The VHP A has yet to determine if other American armed services used UICs. Clearly we could 
use UICs for USMC and USAF helicopter units but to date we have not seen any. AR 18-50 
addresses all Army units and was published 28 Jun 1967. The AR supersedes an earlier version 
dated 23 Nov 1965 and a DA message dated 29 Jun 1965. These conditions raise several 
challenges as follows: 
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D.2.1 What do we do with Anny units that served in Vietnam prior to June 1965 and therefore 
do not have official UICs? The obvious examples are the CH-21 companies such as the 8th, 
33rd, 57th, 80th, and 93rd Transportation Companies. ANSWER - The solution seems to be 
for the VHP A to generate a UIC for these units. 

D.2.2 How do we know the UIC code for a given unit (e.g. WFJ4CO for C/158 A VN 101 
ABN) is correct because some times the sources present different codes? ANSWER - Skip 
Butler may have a source that will do two things for the VHP A: first, decode a specific UIC 
value into the unit's name and second, given a unit - provide the official UIC. 

D.2.3 What happens when the VHP A has been using a given UIC for a given unit and learns 
that we need to change the UIC? ANSWER - write a program that scan all VHP A source 
databases and makes the change. 

D.3. GARY - I think you are going to use the UIC_CODE decode (as above) for presentation in 
the KIA/MIA section of the Directory. Correct? 

E. How the fields and records work together. The following table presents selected fields from 
consecutive COMBUNIT records when the database was indexed by SORTKEY. 

RAWCODE SORTKEY mc_CODE PUBLISH 
HHC/158 AVN 101 ABN AC04J WFJ4TO HHC 158th Avn lOlst Abn 
HHC 158 AVN 101 ABN AC04J HHC 158th Avn lOlst Abn 
A/158 A VN 101 ABN AC04K A Co 158th Avn lOlst Abn 
A/158 A VN AC04K A Co 158th Avn lOlst Abn 
A/158 AHB 101 ABN AC04K WFJ4AO A Co 158th Avn lOlst Abn 
B/158 A VN 101 ABN AC04L WFJ4BO B Co 158th Avn lOlst Abn 
B/158 AHB 101 ABN AC04L B Co 158th Avn lOlst Abn 
C/158 A VN 101 ABN AC04M WFJ4CO C Co 158th Avn lOlst Abn 
D/158 A VN 101 ABN AC04N WFJ4DO D Co 158th Avn lOlst Abn 
D/158 AWC 101 ABN AC04N D Co 158th Avn lOlst Abn 
158 AVN 101 ABN AC040 WFJ4AA 158th Avn lOlst Abn 

ENGLISH= ? unit 158th Avn lOlst Abn 

Since the RAWCODE field must match the FIRST, SECOND, etc. fields in the Membership Database, all 
valid codes used for the unit in the Membership Database must appear as a record in the COMBUNIT 
Database. Here we see two different codes of the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, three 
different codes for A Company, two for B Company, and only one for C Company. This is what works 
currently. However, there is no limit to the number of codes a given unit can have. The SORTKEY values 
are the same for each unit. Thus AC04K appears in the three A Company records. Naturally, there is only 
one UIC code for a unit so this code appears only once in the database and it really does not matter which 
of the unit's records hosts the code. The PUBLISH values are the same for each unit. Not shown in this 
table is the ENGLISH field. For each record the ENGLISH and the PUBLISH fields are identical except 
for the battalion level record - the last one in the table "158 A VN 101 ABN". Here is PUBLISH field = 
"158th Avn lOlst Abn" and the ENGLISH field="? unit 158th Avn lOlst Abn". 

E. Database updates. Currently the COMBUNIT Database is maintained by Mike Law. Anyone desiring 
to update the database can submit a list of add, change, delete items or provide an database that can be 
added via the APPEND command. Copies of the COMB UNIT Database are distributed on request to 
anyone in the VHP A 

Prepared by Mike Law - July 1995 
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(AIO_ SF 96266> 
5tlo .(Coood Staff Tr-> (VAY%) (AIO SF '6307> 
338tlo UICQIO (AIO SF 9629U 
339tL (UCQS) (AIO sF ffl77> __ _ 
v.c>th (llCQQ) (AIO SF 96289) 
34l•t UICQlt.) (AIO SF 96353) 
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43.-d (QllCEll) (VA9J) (APO SF 96262) Plelb 
.Slst (CBI. Ahn) (VCZll) (Al'O SF 96250> Bien Hoe 

242nd (ClllCEJll (llA9Kl (APO SF 96345) Dian 

503rd (ClllCEJI) ( 199th laf Bde) (IOI]) (AIO SF 96279) Sas Be 

<XltlPOSITE SEii.ViCE l'NtTS: ~--· -
mi+a:nON, fuSSinCAnON " savN;E <XitiA111£S, 

218th (WDH£> (APO SF 963114> l;o:z Blnh 
S26th (WR:U (AfO SF 96238) 
633.-d (ll!X;S) (AfO Sf 96312) c.. lanh Bay 

np DEPOTS: 

58th--Hq 6. Hq Co (lllJP8l <APO SF 96238~>,..... _ _. __ _.9ai;,;.1.,:llhon=:::...--
504th--Hq a. Hq Co (llC2Q) (APO SF 963121 .. C.. lanh Bay 
506th- ·Hq 6. Rq Co (llC21t.) (APO SF 96307> Tan Son llhut 

llll/ENTOllY CONTIOL CENJU<!.: 

14th--Hq & Rq Co (VF.JU) (APO SF 96312) C.. lanh Ba2' 

KAUITEllAllCE UKl TS: 

BATTALIONS: 
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WAAGAA 229 GEN SPT PLT WAAWAO A 2lml BN 
WAAGAA 16CAVHTP WAAWA0228ASHCACO 
WAAGAA HQ 229111 BN WAAWAO UNIT NOT 
WAAGAA II CBT A VN GRP KNOWN 
WAAGGA HHC2BDE WAAWAO 223 CBT A VN BN 
ICAVDIV WAAWA0203RDAVNCO 
WAAHAA 128 ASLT HEL CO WAAWAO 228 ASllC A CO 
WAAMAO TRP A 3SQ WAAWAO 388 TC CO 
17CAV WAAWA0362ASLTSPTCO 
WAAMA0317 AC SQ ATP WAAWA0388TCCO 
WAAMA0317CAVA TP WAAWBIJCOB 
WAAMAO 165TCCOACDS 228ABAHICAV 
WAAMAT317 AC SQ ATP WAAWBIJCOA 
WAAMAT 605 TC DS 228ABAHICA V 
WAAMAT 2 17 ACV C TRP WAAWOO COij 
WAAMAT 388 TC CO 228ABAHICA V 
WAAMBO TRP B 3SQ 17CAV WAAWOO B 2lml BN 
WAAMB0317 ACSQBTP WAAW00362ASLTSPTCO 
WAAMB0317CAVA TP WAAWOJHQCO 
WAAMBO 3 17 AC SQ B TP lfl.Df'RSRVN 
WAAMBO F TRP 4 CA V WAAWOl COB 
WAAMCO TRP C 3SQ 17CA V 228ABAH1CA V 
WAAMC0317 ACSQCTP WAAWOJHQCO 
WAAMCO 3 17 CA V C TRP lflDFRSRVN 
WAAMCO 388 TC CO WAAWOl C 228 BN 1 ACD 
WAAMO.> C TRP 16TII ACV WAAWOl C 228TII BN 
WAAMTO HQTRP 3SQ WAAWOl 68 AHC 
17CA V WAAWfO HHC 228ASH 
WAAMT0317 ACSQIBIT lCAV 
WAAMTO 12 CAG HHC WAAWfO HQ 228TII BN 
WAAMTO 3 17 AC SQ lllIT WAAXAO COA 
WAAMTOFTRP 4CAV 229ABAH1CAV 
WAA VAO COA 227ASH WAAXAO A 229TII BN 
lCAV WAAXBO COB 
W AA VAO A 227TII BN 229ABAH1CAV 
WAA VAO 3 AHC WAAXBO B 229TII BN 
WAAVAZCOA227ASH WAAXBOA TRP71STACS 
lCAV WAAXBO 229 ASH BN B CO 
WAA VBO COB WAAXBO 244 AHC 
227ABAH1CAV WAAXBO 165TCCOACDS 
W AA VBO B 227TII BN W AAXBO 114 AHC 
WAA VBO 59 ASHC WAAXOl COC 
WAAVB057 AHC 229ABAHICAV 
WAA Val COC WAAXOl C 229TII BN 
227ABAH1CAV WAAXOl 166TRANSCO 
W AA Val C 227TII BN W AAXOl C 229TII BN 
WAA Val 227 AHC C CO WAAXOl D 229TII BN 
WAA Val 60 AHC WAAXOl C 229TII BN 
WAA VDO COD WAAXOl 229 ASH BN B CO 
227ABAHICAV W AAXOl C 229TII BN 
WAA VDO D 227TII BN WAAXOl 229 ASH BN B CO 
WAA VDO 57 AHC WAAXDO COD 
WAAVD0227 AHCDCO 229ABAHICAV 
WAA VDO 361 AHC WAAXDO D 229TII BN 
WAA VI'O HHC 227ASH WAAXTO HHC 229ASH 
ICAV ICAV 
WAA VI'O 227 ASHC HHC WAAXTO HQ 229TII BN 
WAAVI'O llTIIAVNGROUP WAAXT0717 ACSQBTP 
WAA WAO COA WAAXTO HQ 229TII BN 
228ABAH1CAV W AAXTO D 229TII BN 

8 
WAAXTO HQ 229111 BN 
WAAXTO 16 CAVHTP 
WABIJAO ATP 2-17 IOIAB 
WABIJAO 2 17 ACV A TRP 
WABIJAO lOlABNDIVHQS 
WABIJAA2NDBDE 101 AB 
WABIJBO B TP 2-17 lOlAB 
W ABIJBO 2 17 ACV B TRP 
W ABIJBO C TRP 161ll ACV 
WABOCOCTP2-17101AB 
WABOCOl 17 ACVCTRP 
WABOCO 388 TC CO 
WABOT02SQ 17AC lOIACD 
W ABOTO 2 17TII AIR CA V 
WABOTOl 17 ACVBTRP 
W ABOTO 2 17TII AIR CAV 
WABlAA 101 ABNE DIV 
WAB3AOCOA 101 AVNBN 
WAB3AO A-101 AHB lOlAB 
WAB3AO A lOlST AHB 
WAB3AO 142TCDS 
WAB3AOA lOlST AHB 
W AB3AO C IS9111 ASHB 
WAB3AO 388 TC CO 
WAB3AA UNIT NOT 
KNOWN 
WAB3BO COB 101 AHB 
WAB3BOB-101 AHB lOlAB 
WAB3BOB lOlST AHB 
W AB3BO 142 TC DS 
WAB3BO B lOlST AHB 
WAB3COCOC 101 AHB 
WAB3CO C-101 AHB lOlAB 
WAB3COC lOlST AHB 
WAB3DOCOD 101 AHB 
WAB3DO D-101 AHB lOlAB 
WAB3DOD lOlST AHB 
WAB3TO HHC lOlST AHB 
WAB3TOHC101 AHB lOlAB 
WAB3TO 101 AHBNHHC 
WAB4AA HHC lBDE 
lOlABN 
WAB4AA 1 BDE AM HHC 
W AB4AA 142 TC DS 
WAB4AA217 ACV A TRP 
WAB4AA 1 BDE AMHHC 
WAB4AA217 ACV A TRP 
W AB4AA 1 BDE AM HHC 
WABSAA2NDBDE 101 AB 
WABSAA 2 BDE AM HHC 
WAB6AA3RDBDE 101 ABN 
WAB6AA 3 BDE AM HHC 
WAB6AA 142TCDS 
WAB6AA 3 BDE AM HHC 
WAB6AA 2 17 ACV A TRP 
WAB6AA 163RDCSCO 
WAB7AAHHB 101 AVNBN 
W ABCAA 82 ABNE BDE 
WABCTO 2SQ 17AC lOlACD 
WABOAO ATP 2-17 lOlAB 

WACFAA326MED lOlACD 
WACFl'O 326 MED lOlACD 
WAaI'O 3261HMED BN 
WAaI'O 142TCDS 
WACFl'O 326111 MED BN 
WACFl'O A 22mIBN 
WACJAA A BTRY 377 ARTY 
WACJAA A-377 ATY lOlAB 
WACJAA 377 ARTY A BTRY 
WACJAA A BTRY 4 77 ART 
WACJAA 377 AR1Y A BTRY 
WACYAADTRP ISQ l CAV 
WACY AA D TRP lACD 
lCAV 
WACYDO D TRP lACD 
lCAV 
WACYDO D 111 CV AMI> 
WACYDOD 1-1 CAV AMD 
WACYDO 11 CAVDTRP 
WACYDODTRP lSQ 17 AC 
W ADPDO D TRP 2SQ1CV4IN 
WADPDO D 2SQ 1 CA V 
WADPDODTRP2ll CAV 
WADPTO UNIT NOT 
KNOWN 
WAGJAO 
ABTR.YlBN20AlCAV 
WAG3AO A 2 20 ARTY 
WAG3AOFTRP 4CAV 
WAG3BO 
BBTRY2BN20A1CA V 
WAG3BO B 2 20 ARTY 
WAG30l 
CBTRYlBN20AlCAV 
WAG30l C 2 20 ARTY 
WAG3CO 79TII AR.ABN 
FBTY 
WAG3TO HH 2BN lOA ICAV 
WAG3TO HQ 2 20 ARTY 
WAG3TO 605 TC DS 
WAGSAA HHC SUP 
COMIACD 
WAG7AA BTRYE82AR.T 
lCAV 
WAG7 AA E 82ND FA BN 
WAG7AACTRP71ST ACS 
WAG7EO BTRYE82AR.T 
ICAV 
WAG7EA BTRYE82AR.T 
lCAV 
WAG7EA E 82ND FA BN 
WAG9AA 1 INFAN1RYDIV 
WAGEAA IST CAVDIV 
WAGFAA HHCIBDE 
lCAVDIV 
WAGFAA 1 BDE AM HHC 
WAGFAA C TRP 16TII ACV 
WAGGAA HHClBDE 
lCAVDIV 
WAGGAA 2 BDE AM HHC 



For explanation of symbols and abbreviations see AR 320-50 
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