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PRETACE

This is the history of the 155th Avn Co (AML), & unit which is a
compound product of modarn acronautical technology and the traditions
of the United States fAuvay, The company originated, at greatly rcduced
stronzth, at Fort Riley, Kansas, upon the rcorganization of the lst
Infantsry Division under the ROAD concept. The Company was then A Comp-
any, 1lst Avintion Battalion, 1lst Infantry Division. As such it took
porht in the U3 Air Forco INDIAN RIVER Excorciscs and in the US Strike
Comannd Operation GOLDFIRE I, And as such, it prepared for and moved
to tho liewwblic of Viet Nam, It is during the preparation for this
novenent that this history bepins,

This history is a contemporary account of cvents in the 155th Avn
Co. It hns been prepared fron operations orders, after action reports,
dally actizity oy z itness accounts ond infornnl personal
intcrviews, all : fn ocoannry,  She roosrdisg of cvents is
teisg done by eclondar quort,\ ro to fncilitate conpiiation and distri-
bution to menbers of the corpviny during their tour in Viet Nam., The
recounting of events is as objcetlive as possible with the observing,
recordine and chroniecling all being donc by thosc who also are respon-
siblz for acconpliching the assigned missions. This history was
org'l.u"cd and initiatod by Captain John A, Geurin who joined this organ—
izntion as a nenber of its advanced party in Ban Me Thuot.

It is ny privilege to cormand this diverse organization of sone
three hundred officers and nen, at the heart of which is the 155th
Avn Co, at thc tine this is written, I salute those men - mechanics,
cooks, clerks, scourity puards, communications, nodics, aircrewnen -
for whon and about whon this is written,
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MISSION: The missicn of the 155th fLvn Co is to provide tactical air
movenment of combat troops in anirmobile operations and to ’
provide tactical air movement of combat supplies and equip-
nent within the combat zonec.
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ORCANIZATION: The 155th Lvn Co is organized under TE 1-77E and has
the following units attached:

.
Ia

165th Transportation Detachment (Cargo Helicopter Field !
Maintenance?o

8th Mcdical Detachment

208th Signal Detachnent (RADIED) (ILVION]'FS)
255th Quarternaster Detachment (roL)

#52D Quartermaster Detachment (roL)

*@8th Military Police Detachmont (K-9)

* Attached for administration and logisties only
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II. Regional Analysis ) F o -

A, Terrain

1. The II Corps Tactical Zone, in which Ban Me Thuot is ‘
located and in which the 155ih Avn renders the majority of its support,
covers an areca of 32,725 squarc miles cr 49% of the land area of South ;
Vietnam, Its western border is 342 niles long cnd in common with Laos, !
in the northern portion of Kontum Province, Cambodia and III Corps P
Tactical Zone, The eastern border is approxinmately 400 miles of coast- :
line with the South China Ser., The arca is 40 niles wide in the North ’
and 342 niles wide in the South, This area is politically divided into H
the Provinces of Kontum, Dinh Dinh, Fleiku, Phu Don and Phu Yen in the !
22d Division Tactienl Arcn ond Darlac, Khanh Hon, Quang Due, Tuyen Duc, i
Ninh Thuan, Laa Dong and Binh fhuan in the 234 DTA, Geographically,
this area nay be divided into three major areas, )

a., The coastal plain is a narrow strip of long, flat,
ofton marshy terrain not more than tuenty niles wide from the sea
inland, This area is formed by a series of numerous river deltas
interrupted by roclky ridge lines running steeply to the sea. This
area is almost entirely under cultivation with four rice crops yearly,

b~ The nountain repicn extends from north to south aimost
tho entire length of the ITY Corps Tactizal Zone, Elcevations range fron
3,000 to 8,000 feet w.ih the eastern slopes quite steep and the western,
more gradunl, HRain forasts cover three quarters of this area with nost
of the remninder covered with cpen diciduous growth, Cultivation is
linited to smull clenred arcas on relatively flat land, Flying in this ‘
area is very hazardous with foreed landing areas practically non-exist- )
ent, ceilings frequently very low and winds unpredictable. :

¢. The plateau repion is located west of the mountains and T .o
is comprised of the FKoriunm Flatoau in the North and the Darlac Flateau oo e N
to the South, This rerion has al®itudes ranging from 1,000 - 3,000 ' ' s
foet with gently roliiag hills and ruvh open arco, VWhere the soil is
not under cultivation, a2 thick growith of prass to a height of eipht
to ten feet covers the ground, Whore adequate drainage is provided,
this area will support four wvegetable crops yearly.

2. The principnl citics of this area are Phan Thiet, FThan
Rang, Nha Trang and Qui Nhon on the coastal plain; Dalat in the mountains
ond Ban Me Thuot, Pleiku and Kontum on the plateaus, The major routes
of this area are:

a, Route #1: Saipgon - Danang (Coastal Route throughout
this arca)

b, Route #11: Dalat - Phan Rang
¢. Route #14: Snigon = Ban Me Thuot - Pleiku - Kontum
d. Route #19: Pleiku - Qui Nhon
e. Route #20: Saigon - Dalat
f. Route #21: Dan Me Thuot - Nha Trang '
The republic's major rail line parallels Route #1 along its entire
length with one spur line from Than Rang to Dalat. The emerging log-

istical aond communications complox of Cam Ranh Day is located between
Than Rang and Nha Trang,
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B, Veather

1., Weather throurhlut this area can be divided into
the summor monsoon, June throurh September, and the winter monsoon,
November *hroupgh April, with the months of May and October as periods
of “tronailion, Duriag the smmwer monsoon the wind is southwesterly
cousing eloud bulldups on the western slopes of the mountains, This
resiits in o rainy scason for the platenus and mountaineous areas
duiting the sume> months while the coastcl provinces have clear gkies
and good flying weather, The winter monsoon brings a northeasteriy
fiow with conditions reversed, The coastnl provineces of Birh Thuan
and Ninh Thuan are little effected by either monsoon and have generally
clear weather the year around,

2, Avcrage rainfell in the mountain and platecu areas is
90 inches and on the coastal plain, 67 inches, The temperatures on the
coastal plain range from the mid-70s to the high 80s during the roiny
scason and low 80z to hirh 908 during the dry scason, The mounteins
and platenus experience temperateres from the mic-60s to the low 80s
during the dey season and hirh 60s to mid-80s during the wet season,
Winds are noemelly gusty at 10-15 knots with velocity inerensing with
aititude, Surfuce winds up to 25 knots are frequently encountered,

c. Indigenous Population

1. The II CTZ has a population of approximately 2.5
million pcople or just over 20% of the population of the Republic
of Viet Nam, The majority of this popmlnation is loeated along the
coastol plnin in the vicinity of the coastal cities, The majority of
these peoopie arc Vietnaomese of Chinese extraction,

2. The mountain and plateau rerions are inhabited chiefly
by Montapnard tribesmen who are, ethnierlly, the only native Vietnamese.
There are thirty-uine mjor tribes and some 150 subordinate tribal
groups of thesc people living in the hiphlands of Vietnam, Combodie and
laos. Dan Me Thuot is the traditional capitol of these people. The
II Corps aren is inhabited by 500,000 of these people. The largest
tribe in this region is the Rade whose influcnce extends from Kontum
to Ban Me Thuot,
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TIEPARATION FOR MOVEMENT

On 18 March 1965, Headquartcrs, lst Infontry Division, alerted
the lst Avintion Dot Lo prepere the Alrmobile Cempeny {(Uorpany A)
f?r d)cpil.cmcn'u o US4 ¥y b waz to be the mejor unit of an
airmet aivnobile company, field mzintenance

o pocket
dstoehment, simmal de wediesd detoachment with total

strenpih to be Z61 officers, VWarreni Officers, and enltisted men,

on 18 and 19 M~rch personnel were selected for neaignment to the :
packet from Fort Iiley rescurces and perseancl shortare repovbed to |
Fifth Lery Hendrimariers.,  POR proeassing bepon for pei‘sonnal at Tort
Idtoy on 19 Marsh and continned ~hrough 21 Merch, None of the ofiicers
seleeted teo cormand any of the detachments nor the sclected company
corenndér for Company A, werc at Fort iiiley at the beginning of tho
POl processing,

On 2/ Mar~h, the movement dircctive wns received confirming a
surface meve of equrymont from Port Liley we an maspecified destination,
o e TN R a0 . . T oyt N P .

Tha requirorent for cle shing ana cqulpment to eceoppony individuels was
wknicwnt at this time,  Yis roculiod in havine 4o eecntact all personnel
wirile on leave to amend persnnal cquipsment and uniform requiremcnts,

The movercent directive specified that all personnel involved in |
the move would receivz 15 dmrs lenve prior to departure, This direc~
tive was reinforead by the cipressed decives of the Commanding CGeneral,
For% Diley, anl on 25 March a majority o the persommel on station

| wors pedn with post units and

wero G 20 on Aive.  Arpnarone:
i porsonncd to nssist in completing

tac st dviction Liedtnlicn to fuo
ke  The wroperty ok oflicer; supply scriennt, and several key
personncl of the pncket wore retained nt Fort Liley to supervise
this preparation cnd conscquently rceeived no leave,

PR

Dy 26 March the cquipment readiness date had been cstablished
as 3 Aprii and 0 GendUro o complate isene of Al surplies and cquip-
menh to U Sulied as 21 Maseh,  The renlinoess date was .
irdom vevised o 2 fptil and then 3 Lvwll, Eavdomont was still being
iszmod %o the prexet on the afternooa of 3 Ajril, several hours after
rail londing was to have becn completed, As a result, supplementary i
shipment wes prepared which departed Fort iley on 5 April. '

pucikeh o

Dy midnirht on 8 April all ncwly assigned personnel and personncl
en leave wore at Fort Riley., Arrangements had been made for trans-
portation, billeting and messing of all personnel until departure,

On 9 and 10 April new personnel were 'Ok checked and immunization

and physical requirements completed for many who had not been properly
processed at their prior stations. Several personnel changes necessit-
ated by unfulfilled POR requirenents were made on 9 and 10 fpril
resulting in the establishment of a rear detachment,

Dy 9 April transportation arrangements were firm and manifests
were preparcd. The pancket deperted by air in threc groups from
Kansas City and Manhattan airports early on the morning of 11 April,
arriving at San Diogo Naval Air Station on the same day, Tersonnel
were transported directly from the aireraft to the USS IWO JIMA,

Sunday 11 April was spent by Major De Loach in conference with
the ships'! crew on administrative matters and coordinating manifests
of personnel and cquipment, At this time it was discovered that several
errors had becn made in shipping and much of the cquipment previously
designated to cccompoany the troops had been shipped to Ockland Army
Terminal. Inciuded in this cquipment was most of the special theater
clothing and cq.jpment issued to the unit.
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MOVEMENT

At 0900 hours Monday, 12 April, the USS IWO JIMA sailed with
254 Officers cnd men from Fort Riley, along with two other packets
of similar sizo from Fort Dragg and Forit Campbell. Theae units were
& Company, 101st Avn Dn and A Company, 82d Avn Dn, On board in ad-
dition to each units equipment were 77 unassigned UH-1D helicopters, )
and 9 conex containers with replacement parts, 2

On 17 April 1965 the USS IWO0 JMMA docked at Pearl Harbor, Hawoii
for four hours ond took aboard a licison officer from US Army Support
Cormand, Vietnam, Poarl Harbor was the last land seen until the ships
arrival at Vung Tau (Cape St. Jacques), KVN, on 1 May 1965, During
tranait, oricntations were held for personnel and unit commanders
were informed of their ultimate destinations, ilans for debarkation
and movement to destinations wore disseminated and subsequently changed
becavse of crowded port conditions necessitating early movement to
destinations,

-

In the abscnce of any instructions from the receiving command, the
senior officer dirccted that the 77 eireraft be assipned to the three
packets by tail number in order to facilitate control. It was believed
at the time the airernft would be flown off the ship, inspected for
safety of flight at Vunpg Tau, and proceed to destination., On 28 April
processing began on the 77 aircraft, and by 1800 hours on 30 April all
aircraft except two had been relecased for flight. Messages were ox-
changed between the ship and US Army Support Cormand, Victnom confirme-
ing errival date and time and procodurcs for flyingz aircroft off the ship.

Lt 0620 hours 1 May 1965 the first aircraft was launched from the
USS IWO JTAL from about 25 miles at sea, Tho aireraft was piloted by
lst Lt Edward T, Pledger and co-pilot by WO William Crothers, both of
Company 4, 1st Aviation Dattalion, Thereaftor ships were lounched
periodically until approximately 1100 hours when the last aircraft, : - L ey
including the two requiring further maintenance, had been launched, . ; B S ST I

Upon arriving at Vunpg Tau the packet commanders received instruc—
tions as to movement of their units to final destinations., Compony 4,
1st Aviation Dattalion moved en masse, less crewchiefs, to Dan Me Thuot
on C-122 aircraft, closing at approximatoly 1545 hours 1 May 1965,

The unit wns met at Dan Me Thuot by Lt Col Delbort Townsend, Commanding
Officer, 52d Aviation Dattalion, and the units' advanced party which
had boen in country approximately 10 days, Rations, tents, and other
ninimm essentials were on hand at Ban Me Thuot to sustain the unit
for the first scveral days. There were, howcver, no modicnl supplies
and no supply of potable wntor,

On 3 Moy aviators returncd to Vung Tau to pick up the unit!s N
aireraft, and crcwchicfs, Ono aireraft hnd been reassipgned by US ' Coe
Army Support Cormand as a mnintenance float, leaving tho unit with
24 Ui-1Dts,

Vehicles and equipment were duc to be shippod to Nha Trang by
LST and then moved overland to Dan Me Thuot. The first equipment,
four conox containers, arrived on 10 May 1965 with the first 10 -
vehicles on 15 May. Uy 26 May all tho units equipment had arrived
except two 2% ton trucks and scveral trailers, Vohicles were moved
in three proups by Vietnameso drivers,

The remainder of May was spent proparing the unit for an oper-
ational readincss date of 1 June, Weapon kits werc installed on 9
Ull-1B aireraft (Previously exchanged for 8 UH-1D!'s); and protective
armement kits werc installed on 16 UH-1D aireraft,
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On 7 May aviators from the 52nd Airlift Platoon, the 117th Lwn
Company and the 119th fivn Co arrived at Don Me Thuot for & personnel
exchange with Company L to stagger dates of rotation, Of the officers i
and Warrant Officers arriving in the original packet, only 1. remnined . [
with the company after the cxchanre. The exchange was made on a man .
for man besis with the various units of the Dattalion, Enlisted
personncl of all 4 grades were also cxchanged.,

Ls o result of the DELOS exchanre, an intense training progrom was
established by the Company in an effort to qualify the new avintors in
the UH-1D helicopter., Platoon and company training in formation flying,
eaple flirhts and company sized airmobile assoults wore greatly emrhasized,

e e o b+ e

20 May ®aw the arrivel of Company h's first "shot gun" (Door Gunner)
platoon cormanded by lst Lt William J. Tracz, The plotoon was made up
of voluntcers from units of the 25th Inf Div, The unit was DY to
Company A for a period of 3 months, Their duty was that of helicopter
door gunners while curmenting the company's sccurity force.

The unit was declared operationally recdy on 1 June ond began
operations on that day. 1In its first month of operation Company A
conducted six company size operations in support of the 23d Division,

During the last weck of May the company received its designation
of "Stape Coach® with "Faleon" for the armed platoon, During the next
yoar, these eall sifns were to become familiar in all four corps areas
of Victnam,
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OFFICERS IEMAINING WITH COMPANY A

Mojor William W, Deloach 067668
Capt, Charles T, Gilmor 04058567
Capt. leon E, Curry 05306680

Capt. Anthony P, Di Lenedetto 02306594

Capt. Leonard L, Doswell 078572
1/t Eéward T, Plodger 05411943
1/Lt Tobert C, Elwell 05017923
CWO Williem H, Goldmnn W2207733
CWO Glen W. Mantooth W2206470 .
CWO0 Williom H, Cleary W3150348
CW0  James [, Stallard W3150506
CW0 Charles W, Millard W3150708 .
OWO  William J, Ficlds 3151037 ’ :
CW0 Carl T, Sypniewski W3430112
|
Annex A,
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1.
2.
3.
he
54

ALLVLNCED DLGTY OF CQMPANY A

Capt, Leonard L. Doswell
1/Lt Williem J, Gavin Jr.
1/Lt John A, Geurin

1/Lt Poul D, Hinds

1/1% Jirmy Wilkie

SFC John E, Stanten

Annex D.
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25th Inf Div
119th Avn Co
117th Awn Co
119th Avn Co
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STATISTICS OF QUALRTERLY OrEILTIONS
1, MNumber of Sorties flown during preceding; quarter:
2. Number of Combat sortics flown during preceding quarter:
3. Mumber of flyingy hours flown during preceding quartor:
4e Muber of passenpgers lifted during preceding quarter:
5. Numbor of tons of cargo lifted during preceding quarter:
6. Number of aircraft receiving hits during preceding quarter:
Annex C,
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GENERAL

This quarter has been charscterized by many sipnificant events and
operations., On 3 July Company A reccived its first Security Platoon;
28 Mugust Major Deloach left the company, and the 5th of September brought
about the rotation of the shot gun platoon,

Major operations during the quarter in which Company A were involved
included Duc Co, Quang Ni and Thuoc Vinh, The Phuoe Vinh operation
involved clements of the 173rd Airborne Lripade being lifted into War
Zonc "D¥, an arca north of Saigon which had long been a notorious Viet
Cong stronpghold.

EVENTS AND OIEIULTIONS

3 July saw the arrivel of tho 52nd Security Platoon, This platoon,
one of the largest in the US Army, is headquartered at Tleiku and has
clements attached to each airmobile company in the battalion for loecal
security, VWith this plotoon, cvory available means of defense is co-~
ordinated including bunkers, observotion posts, roving patrols, mortars,
ground surveillanee infared searchlights, cnd sentry dogs.

4 highlirht of 1965 for Company A came in July when the Compeny was
called upon to fly the Seccretéry of Defense and his party on an inspect-
Jon visit to the Republic,

On July 1st; Company A wos alerte:dl for movement to Cheo Reo air-
field (Coor, DQ235825) for an operation in support of the ARVN Air-
borne Dripgade, A PAVN Repziment hac been located in the mountain pass
southwest of Chco Reo, The mission involved supporting the ARVN
ALirborno Drigade with airlift of supplies and porsonnel. L4 socond
mission was given Company A, that of ovacuating a district head-
quarters near Cheo lico which had been under attack by the Viet Cong
for soveral days,

Decausc of the encmy situation, supplies and ammunition had not
been sent to the village for sovere) days. DPrior to decision to ovac~
unte the headquartens, n bottalion of the ALVN cirborne brignde attempted
to rain accoss to the villame by convoy. The convoy was ambushed in
a defile four kilometers southwost of Choo lico with heavy casualties
reportod, Vchicles and artillery were burned while the unit was pinned
down for 20 hours,

The evacuation was planned for 1500 hours tho following day, and
would Le made by Company 4, the 119th Avn Co, and the 52nd Airlift
Platoon, Air Foree AIL's and F-100's oxocuted naplam and 20mm strikos
around the village clearing the way for the helicopters, Compoany A
lead the flicht into the area, followed by the 119th Avn Co and 52nd
Airlift Platoon, As Company A liftod off the L2 the Viet Conp begon
mortaring the district headquarters and the landing zone, The 119th
was unable to land in the arca becausc of the intense mortar and
rround fire in and around tho LZ. The nission was abortod and all
units returned to Cheo Ileo airficld, Compeany A was able to extract
necarly onc hundred and sixty peoplo from the villase on the 1ift,
hircraft carricd the moordimum possible load with as many as fifteen
passcngers on some helicopters,

Tho LRVN Dripade apain attomptod n convoy tn tho hondquartors
after scveral days and nichts of constant bombing by the Air Force.
The convoy was successful and tho hocdquarters was cvacuated by road.
The Viet Cong regiment, after days of intonse bombing by the Air Force,
withdrew into the mountmins southwest of Cheo Reo ending the siege,
Company A was released and roturned to Dan Me Thuot but several cir-
craft were lefti nt Checo Reo airficld for support of advisory toam.

—itba.pight tho Viet Cong mortared the airficld damaging several
L7728 vgwy T~ fgfb» Onc UH-1D was flown awny during tho attack by 1/Lt
, n Ao ror, Upon landing at Qui Nhon tho crow counted eighty-
L‘LZ\‘U‘V"V Howny 10105 mm ;;lﬁourvxv;;ncg‘:mmomm
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On 2 hugust Company A was alerted for movement to Pleiku. The
United States Special Forces Camp of Duc Co hed been under siege for
several wecks, when on 3 Lucust operation Dan Thang § was conducted by )
the 52nd Avn Bn, The operation was in support of the 3rd and £th.Dattal- .
ions, 1lst ALVN Lirborne Irignde. Elements of the 117th hvn Co, Company
A, 119th Avn Co and the 52nd Lirlift Ilatoon staged from Camp Holloway
Army Airficld end lifted 1150 troops in six lifts to the landing zone
at the Due Co Airiicld. Small arms and automatic weapons fire wverc
received in the vicinity of the landing zonec, resulting in one UH-iD
and one UH-1D (&) being damoped with no casunlties.,

On 10 August, the vnits performed on airlanded assault mission in f
support of the 5th ARVH Airborne Battalion., The aircraft staged from
Holloway Army Airficld and lifted 450 troops in three 1lifts to the scme
landing zonc at Duc Co Airficld. During the last 1lift, casualties were
extracted and 4000 1bs of supplics were carried to the ARVN Marine Task :
Force which had previously been lifted to the Duc Co Airfield., Close ‘
air support was provided by cight USLF F-100!'s, four of which worc
utilized in the prestrike, while the remaining four were used provide
air cover. Small arms, antomatic weapons and mortar fire were received
in the landing zone, Two Uli-1D!s reccived hits and onc US door gunner
of the 119th fivn Co was wounded.

During the Duc Co operation Company A provided aireraft cach day
to the 52nd Avn Dn for purpose of resupply, medical cvacuation, and small
troop placcments throughout the operationcl area, The sicge was finally
broken on 15 August with the withdrowel of the Viet Cong regiment into
Cambodia, Compoany A wns relensed and returned to Dan Mc Thuot,

On 24 August clements cf A Company, the 121at Avn Co, and the 501st
fLivn Co from Dien Hoa, performed an airlanded assault in support of the
23rd Inf Div for the purpose of clearing highway 21 from Con Me Thuot to S -
Nha Trong., Aireraft stoped from Den Mo Thuot (East) Airfield, and lifted S
1257 troops of the Marine Task Force (AiVN) in five 1lifts to a landing S
zono coord BQ120165. During the last 1ift into the LZ, one UH-1D (A) of
Compeny A cxpericneed a low side governor failure and crashed into the
troes in the vicinity of the LZ, The crew wns cvacuated by Ull-1D back to
Dan Mc Thuot, The aireraft was pilotcd by WO rhillip D, Pettit who
was medically cvacuated to the United States becouse of injuries, The
aircraft sustained major damnge,

Closc air support during the operztion was provided by four USAF
ME's, No hostilc firc was reecived, The Marine Task Force wes convoyed
out of the operationcl aren at the completion of the operation, During
the entire operation, medical evacuation and resupply aircraft were
provided by Company A,

The 25th of Afupust marked the re-cssignment of Company A's Cormand-
ing Officer as Exccutive Officer of the 52nd Lvn Ln., In a brief change
of comand cercmony at Don Me Thuot, Major Fred T. Yamageta took command
of Company A. Major Yamagata had been the Executive Officer of the 52nd
Avn Dn for the past six months.

On 5 Sceptember the first deor gunner platoon completed its ninety
day assignment and returncd to the 25th Inf Div, They were releived : L
by lst Lt futhur J, Ryan and his shotgun platoon, The now platoon o Y
consisted of 3 NCO's and 24 EM, all werc volunteers from troops L4, B Do
and C, 2rd Sqdn, 4th Cav, 25th Inf Div, The platoon was assigned TDY
to Company A for a period of 3 months,

The 10th of September marked the boginning of a period of Company A's _: B 7 . .
history in which the unit would be involved in major operations in all . B :
four Corps creas of Viet Nam, in one thirty day period,
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On 8 Scptember, the unit was alerted for movement to Quang . Ngai.
Combined with clements of the 119th fivn Co, Company A performed an air-
Jonded asscunlt ond extraction mission in support of the 5th US Speeial
TForees Groip, Fifty USTE advicory personncl and 210 AKVYN Lirborne
Rangers wore 1ifted frem the stopeficld at Quang Neai to the londing
zone at coord LT137003 in oneo 1lift and later extracted in one 1litt from
the some LZ. No hostile fire was rcceived., Closec air support wes
provided by eight USAF AIE's utilized for prestrike, and eight USiF D-57's
vere used lor air cover, The mission was completed and Company A return-
ed to Dan Mc Thuot,

12 September found Company A prepering for movement to Saigon to
work with the 145th ALvn Dn, The oneration involved lifting elements
of the 173rd Lirborne DBrigade and the Doyel Austrelian Regimernt into
an area 5 kilometers North of Den Cat, Sir air mobile companics plus:
Air Forece elomonts were involved in the operation, The cperation con-
sisted of neling five 1ifts from Cicn lloa to an LZ North of Dien Cot.
This area wos known as "D" Zone and had long been a sanctuary for the
Viet Conge

After the first days operation, Company A returned to Saigon for
the night with instructions to return to Fhuoec Vinh by 150700 prepared
to stay in the ficld the remeoinder of the operation in direct support
of the LIVN Lirborne Drigade, The Company remained at Thuoe Vinh
throuch the 22nd of Septcembor when it was directed to return to Saigon,
Although the Cempany was in direct support of the AIVN Airborne Drigade
it was frequently recallod to IIX Corps control to participate in air-
londed assaults and oxtractions with thc 145th Avn Dn, The Company also
provided the 173rd Airborne Lrigade with aireraft for rosupply, medical
evacuntion, and smnll troop plecements, The majority of Company Als
aireraft were flying an averapge of 4 to 8 hours a day flying time during
this period, On 28 Beptember the Company was releasod to return to
Dan Mc Thuot, This had proved to be a long threc day mission,

Prior to this operation no friondly troops hed been in the area for
over fifteeon years. During the operation a 200 bed hospital and supplies
were found along with an ormunition foctory and tons of armunition.
Heavily fortificd bunkers and miles of tunnels werc also found in the
arca along with many tons of rice which was revoved or destroyed, This
become tho first in a series of major operations throughout this arca
involving US troops. A Company was to return to this area many times,
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STATISTICS OF QUARTERLY OPERATIONS
1. Mumber of Sorties flown during precceding quorter: 7972
2, Mmber of Combat sorties flown during precceding qmz;fer: 7522
3. MNumber of flyin; hours flown during prececding quarter: 4998 I
4~ MNumber of passengers 1iftod during preceeding quarter: 8559
5. Number of tons of cargo lifted during preceeding quarter: 204

6. MNumbor of airecraft struck by ground fire during preceeding quarter: 87 | ) ’
I A

Annex A,
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TEIIOD 1 OCT - 31 DEC 65

This quarter has been highlighted by the number of major opcrations
in which Company A took part., During this quarter the comnany combimed
to operate not only in the II Corpn aren but 2lgo in the 11T and IV Corps
areas, These operations were milestones in the siruggle agninst ths
Viet Conge Such opernations woes the “Iron Triengle" operati ion, the -
Plei Me Operntion, the Tuy Hoo rice harvest operntion, and, f: Lnal_Ly
"Operation Bushwacker! involving clements of the 1lst Div:L..:Lon and the
10ist Airborne Dripede in the area arcund the Michelin rubbor planta-
tion northwest of Saigon.

Other events during this period werc the renssipnment of two
compony cormanders, the rotation of our last ““"ot'run" platoon, ond
the &Sdcsn.gn'ttlon of Company &, as the 155th Aviation Company (Airmobile
light

EVENTS AND OIERATIONS

On 6 October Company A was alerted for movement to Saigon, to be
attached to the 145th Lvn Rattalion. The operation involved lifting
elements of the 173rd Airborne Drigade by menas of five airmobile
companies into two landing zones, in the infamous "Iron Triangle"
thirty kilometers north of Saigon. The Iron Triangle had, for more than
15 years, been a well knoun communist sanctunry. The initial operation
was concucted by making a troop 1lift into a sccured landing zone to act
as & blocking force for the mobile elements which werc lended, in four
lifts, in an LZ twelve kilometers to the west. The area had been
prestrnck by Air Force P-52's six hours prior to the asscult and F-100's
along with artillery of the 173rd Dripgade werc used to prestrike the
landing zone.

As the 173rd swept through the Iron Triangle they encountercd few
Viet Cong but found large stores of supplies, including enough rice
to feed a VC repiment for four nmonths, They also uncovercd fresh
evidence of the Cormmunist!s long famed trenching arts: tunnecls up
to 40 foot deep and scveral hundred ynrds long, with angled corridors
and palleries to reduce Llast effects, air vents and emorgency oxits,
Weapons of all makes and ealibres were found along with an abundance of
armunition, mines and grencdes, Sufficient medical supplies to establish
a field hospital were found and recovered by the ground troops,

Upon release from support of the 173rd Airborne Drigade, the compony
moved cven farther south to join with tho 13th Avn Dn., At 1200 hours
the 9th of October, Company A closed at Soc Trang, home of the 121st
Avn Co and Company A of the 501st Avn Dn., This operation on the Delta
involved lifting elements of the 9th and 27th ALVN Division from
Vi Thanh (Coord WLR550830) into two landing zoncs, A totol of three
1ifts were made into the arcas lifting approximately 1200 troops.
Moderate ground fire was reccived in both LZ's, but no aireraft were
damoged, At 1200 hours 10 October the Company wns rcleascd, and rcturned
to Ban Mc Thuot,

After arriving at Dan Me Thuot the Company settled down for a well
earncd rest. This period of rest was short lived however for at 2200
hours the evening of the 10th the company was alerted for movement to
Tuy Hoa to support a rice harvest operation., With thirteen troop
corriers and six armed helicopters, the company departed Ban Me Thuot
ead closed at Tuy Hon at 1540 hours, Preparations were made for a
three Qay stay at the Tuy Hoa North Airfield. The operation to secure
the fall rice harvest in the Tuy Hoa valley involved a four 1lift
mooment of a mancuver force of the 47th Kegiment (LKVN) in the morning
and a two 1ift movemont of a blocking force in the afternoon, During
the morning 1if. one armed hcllcoptcr e¥perienced a premature rocket
explosion causing extensive strvetural damange to the aircraft and badly
wounding IFC William Ables who was evacuanted to Nha Trang and the
Iinited States.
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At 1130 hours this same day o "MAYDAY® call was received from an
A-1E which had been flying cir cover for the oporation. The AIE had
suffercd elevator control failure on a strafing run and the pilot was
foreced to bail out at sea, A stagecoach UH-1D crewed by Captein
Leonard L, Boswell and CWO Charles Gibson rescued the pilot frem an
extremely rough sea,

Tho following morning Company A performed two more 1lifts with the
47th Regimont end was released to return to Dan Me Thuot,

On 20 October Company A departed Ban Me Thuot enroute to Phu Cat for
o ten day operation. Decause of bad weather the company diverted to
Pleiku for the night, Upon crrival the company was told to off load all
ficld pear and stand by for a possible 1ift into the Special Forces Camp
at Mei Me, This nmarked the beginning of the largest attack ever
launchod by the Viet Cong and cne of the most difficult support missions
any airmobile company cver completed, For the first fivo days, A Compan
was tho only airmobilo company available for support, .

The camp had been attacked by an cstimnted Viet Cong regiment
during the night, Shortly after day breck, it appeared that the V,C,
hoad broken contact and retired; Two medical evacuction helicopters
of the 496th Medical Company with two crmed escorts from the 119th
4ivn Co were launched to recovor the dead and wounded from the camp,
During the mission the aircraft received heavy cutomatic weapons fire
up to calibre ,50 size, One of the escort punships was hit and erashed
in fldmes just outside the southwest perimeter of the camp,

On the norning of 21 Oct, Company A was called on to 1ift 240 ARVN
Airborne Rangers from Camp Holloway to an L2 four kilometers north of the
besieged ecamp., During the rcconnaissance of the LZ one UH-1B (armed)
of Company £ suffered mechanical failure which resulted in seperation
of the main rotor from the aircraft at 2000 feet absolute altitude,

The helicopter crashed and explodod on impact, The aireraft was
cormanded by 1/Lt Harold A, Precisendefer and piloted by WO Joseph S,
Huwyler, crewchiof and gunner were SP/5 William J, Johnson and TFC
Michaol E, Davis, This crow was the first lost by Company 4 in the
Ropublic of Victnam,

About mid-morning on the 22nd of October, four UH-1L!'s (armed) of
Company 4 were dispatched to escort a VNLF Cl-34 in o roscue attempt
for a downed AIE pilot, The CH-34 Aid not attempt the pilot pickup,
because of the ground fire in the area, 1/Lt Edward T, Flodger of
Conmpany A salvocd the rockets from the armed helicopter he was flying
and accomplished the pick-up, .

Later in the day a second rescue attempt was made for another
downed Air Forco pilot in theo vicinity of Ploi Me, This rescuc attempt
had to be aborted due to hoavy automatic weapons ground fire and darkness,
The rescue was effocted the next morning when four UH-1D's (armed) of
Company A escorted an Alr Forco CH-34 into the crash site,

On 24 October the 52d Avn Dn was given the mission of deploying
400 ATWN soldiers of the 22nd Ranger Dattalion along the route of an
Armed Task Force enroute to relieve tho bosieged camp, The troops
wore to sccure likely ambush sites along the intended route of the
Task Force, During the 1ift one helicopter struck stumps in the L2
and was destroyed with no injurics,

Monday, the 25th, found Company 4 and the 119th Avn Co, assisting
the 1st Ddo, lat Aiir Cav Div, in a troop placoment from Comp Hollowny
to areas around the Flei Me Spocial Forces Camp,
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On the 28th, clements of Company L and the 119th extracted the
42nd Lirborne Lianger Compnny (LIVN) from IMei Me to the New Pleilm
Airfield marking the end of onc of the Lloodizsst batiles of the war
in Vietnam, Tost operation intelligenze indicates that Piei Me was
staged by the Viet Cong with a primary purpose of kililing aircraft..

Following the siege of Plei Me the US First Cavalry Division
relentlessly pursuced the Vict Cong until in In Droeng valley “Chorlie®
stopped to do pitched battle. About this battle, Newsweeck Mogezine
said, "In its bloodiest week to date, the fighting in Vietnam reached
o piteh of savage intensity that US troops hnd not cxperienced since
Koree. Among other honors of war, Communist troops impaled captured
South Vietnomese soldiers on stakes, Wounded US troops were shot down,
their comrndes, onraged, shot some north Victnamese prisoners out of
hand. The bitterest battle was in the shell scarrcd Ia Drang valley,
near the Combodian border, where US troops reported that they killed
perhaps 1,500 communists during the entire engngement., In the same .
area, a battalion of the US First Cavelry Division, wns ambushed, and
one company virturlly annihilated, Total estimated US killed in the
Ia Drang fighting was 175.%

"At Plei Me and Ia Drang, the US Forces no longer fought Viet Cong
Geurillas in their black pajomas but rather faced the People Army of
Vietnom in steel helmets and full battle gear.®

On 18 November the 52d Avn Dn again joined forces with the 1st
Adr Cav Div, in operations in the Ia Drang valley. The largest
singlc operation of the year, Thc 119th Avn Co, Company A, and elements
of the 1st Air Cav Div transported 2500 II Corps (ARVN) troops from
Duc Co Airficld into the valley as a blocking force. Tho ALRVN unit
was lifted into an area whieh was located between the retreating
Viet Cong and the Cambodian border. This final assault on 18 November
was the last operation in which Company A was involved in the Plei Me,
Ia Drang area, The Viet Cong retreated piece-meal across the Combodian
border the battle ended,

In Saigon, General Williom C, Westmoreland proclaimed the Ia Drang
action an unprccedented victory., US casualties were “heavier than in
any previous engapgement, but small by comparison with the enemy,"

On 1-2 November, between major missions in the Plei Me, Ia Drong
operetion the 52nd Avn Dn supported operation Quyet Thang 172 at Tuy-
Hoa, Company AL, the 119th Avn Co and the Marine Helicopter Company
from Qui Nhon conducted an operction in support of the 22nd Inf Div
(ARVN) in an oporation to again secure the rice rich Tuy Hoa velley.
L total of 720 troops were moved in three 1lifts, under low ceilings
and with pocr visibility., The USAF provided a forty five minute
prestrike on the landing zone, One Ull-1D (firmed) was struck by
ground firc but recovered to the stage field with no further incident.

On 7 Novoember a second air landed assault was conducted. The
operation involved air landed two battalions of the 47th Inf regt,
and two battalions of the Airborne Task Force. This was a four 1lift
operation delayed for more than an hour between the second and third
1ifts beenuse of weather, From Tuy Hoa, the 52nd Avn Dn moved to
Due My in support of the ARVN artillery school in a combined arms
demonstration. Company A provided thirteen UH-1D's and six UH-1D's
(Armed), The 119%h provided twelve UH-1D's (transport helicopters)
and six UH-1B's (armed) for the demonstration, All air movements,
Lir Force and artillery fires were preplanned and coordinated by the
Due My Training Center Advisory Team, As part of the demonstration,
a total of 546 troops werc lifted on an air landed assault into mult-
iple LZs, The demonstration ran smoothly and was a great success,
Lttending the dc.ionstration were two hundred high ranking observes
headed by General William C, Westmoreland.
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