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PREFACE 

This is the history of thP. 155t.h Avn Co (AHL), a unit which is a 
compound product of motl:Jrn aeronautical technology and the trndi tions 
of the United States 11.o::q. The company originated, at greatly reduced 
str;>.;·,:;th, nt Fort Riley, Kansas, upon the reorganization of the 1st 
Infrtn-t.17 Division under the ROAD concept. The Company was then A Comp­
any, 1st Aviation Battalion, 1st Infantry Div:l:eion. As such it took 
prF··!; :i.n the US Air Force INDIAN RIVEll Exercises and in the US Strike 
Corr:·.i'.\ ::d 0p'.•ra ti on GOIJJFIBE I. And ns such, it prepared for and moved 
to tt:o fr.cj)v'.>lic of Viet Nam. It is during the preparation for this 
nmrcncnt that this history begins. 

This history in a contcMpornry account of events in the 155th Avn 
Co. It h".s :>con prer:lrc(l fMn operations orders, after action reports, 
d~l:~J.y n.ct .. _t.-;j:':,~ .. :'Ci'O~ .. :· i_.?. ~ 0ye 1 • ..'~ t.niJ~S n~r.ou.ntn f'. !'}f:.1 info:r-n..'lJ. J:O:"Sonnl 
int.crvic,,.1n, nll :·t:~!l::.;!.i:::c ~h: ~~ 1;o·l.1:1~tl"'Y" ~'h.:: r•...:t~':.r-di.:~.~ ·:>1' events is 
be;;_.'.'~ dona by c'."."1 c:nchr qua.r"l..<.rr. t•) f.'•.cil.ito1.1te conp:l.Lation ru:.d distri­
bu~-.! O!"I to nenbc:.~;. of tho co; -i•··7 Jurlnr; thctr tour in Viet Nnn. The 
rcc;,llnting cf cv,,n·!::.s i.s as ob;ic:r:tivc ns possihlc with the observing, 
rccciruin!:'. nnd ch·onirling all hcine; clone hy ~:.hose who also are rcspon­
si<>le: for acconp:'.i"h:l.ng tho assigned nis:::fons. This history wns 
orgn!1i.3od :-tnd i115.tintod by Cnptnin John A. Ck:urin who joined this orgnn­
iznt~nn ns a ncnbor of its ndvnncod party in Dnn Mc Thuot. 

It is ny privilege to connand this diverse orgnnizntion of sone 
three hundred officers nnd non, at the heart of which is tho 155th 
Avn Co, at the tine this is written. I salute those nen - l!lechnnics, 
coolrn, cler:rn, ~o~ur:U.y· ['.\1-'."\r~s, connunicntions, notlics, nircrcwncn 
for when and about \."hon this is wri ttcn. 

DAN ME TITUOT, RVN 
24 Fob 66 

,., I I t) (1 . 
'-/:/~ ·l-, /-. '()~~- I']\ '/{,'.:,EP~ L. PAP.LAS JR. . 
,,.i.~.;nr~ Infantry ·-
Connnnding 
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T/JJIE OF COJ:ITENTS 

.: . I. Mlssion nnd Orf.11nbntio~ 

II. Hegionnl Annl3•;3ia 

1. Terr11in 

.'.3. In~liGonous populntion 

III. Sign:L~ico.nt events nnd Oporntions (Period 18 March - JO Jun) 

11. E'lcnts nnd Opcrat:i.ons 

-~.,, 

J. Di':.RC·S exchnneo 

4. Qvo.J.ifiecntion and Trainine 

5. A!'rival of 1st "Shot(!'lll111 Platoon 

6. Dong Xoai Operation 

n. Annexes 

1. Officers rcnt>.ining with Conpnny 1. (Annex A) 

2. Advance Party for Conpnny A (lmnex B) 

J. Statistics of quarterly operations (Annex C) 

IV. Sicnificant Events nnd Operntions (Period 1 July - 30 Sep) 

A. General 

n. Events and Operations 

1. Arrival of 52d Security Platoon 

2. Cheo Reo Operation 

3. Due Co Operations 

4. Secretary of Defense Pnrty 

5. Clearing of Hir,hwny #21 

6. Chnnr,e of Conr.Kmd 

7. notation of shoteun platoons 

a. Quanc Neal Operation 

9. Phuoc Vinh 11D11 Zone Operation 

c. Annexes 

1. '1tntistics of Quarterly operations 

r:==-----.2'>-~Map 1;500,000 Operntionnl Arens 
~!ea WYN {(~1"'1 .<g . · 

//1 _ <;,t/._ :m "Yl./ ~!.lolllnv 
031.:llSSVl:Ea 

----~~----~~~-~ 

S3/\IHJMV "IVNOll VN '1111 J v 0~'.)f)()()ncnH 

(Annex 1.) 

(linncx D) 

--- ___________ ._ I 
I 
i' 
! 

I' 
I ,, 
l 
1· 
I 
i 

I 
r 

i 
! 
I 

r 

r 
I 

! 
! 

,, 

I 

'' 

•,' 

'"t '·:· ,' 



...__ 

Tli.DIB OF CON'!ENTS (CONTINUED) 

v. Significo.nt Events o.nd Operations (Period l Oct - 31 Dec) 

A. General 

D. Events nncl Opcrntions 

1. Iron Trio.nglo Operntion 

2. Plci Me - In. Drnnrr Valley Operntion 

J. Tuy Hon Operntion 

4. Michelin Plantation Operation Bushwhacker I & II 

5. Dion Tre Operntion 

6. Duon E 1 Ynng 

MISSION: The rrl.l'!sicn of the 155th J.vn Co is to provide tncticnl nir 
novenent of conbnt troops in ainaobile operations and to 
provide tactical air l!IO"rernent of conbat supplies and equip­
nont within tho combllt zono. 

OIIGANIZATION: The l':i5th J.vn Co is organized under TOE l-77E and has 
tho following units nttnched: ,· 

165t,h Trnnspcrtntion Dotnchr.tcnt (Cargo Helicopter Field 
Maintenance) 

8th Mcdicnl Dotnchnent 

208th SiGnnl Dctnchnont (RJJ)I£D) (AVIONICS) 

255th QunrtoITinster Dotnchnent (POL) 

*52D Qunrtonnnstor Detnchr.tent (POL) 

*88th Military Police Dctnchr.tont (K-9) 

* Attnchcd for aar.1inistrnt:ton and loeistics only 
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II. Ragionnl Annlysis 

A. Tcrrnin 

l. The II Corps Tactical Zone 1 in which Dnn Me Thuot is 
located nnd in which tho 1551.h lLvn renders the r.injority of its support, 
covers nn nron of 32,725 square miles er 49% of the lnnd o.rea of South 
Vietrmm. It3 western border is JL~ r.dlcs long cmd in common with Laos, 
in tho northern portion of Kont1.1r.1 Province, Cambodia and III Corps 
Tactical Zone. Tho eastern border is npproxir.tntely JIJO miles of const­
lino with the South Chinn !:km.. The nron is 40 r.dles wide in the North 
and 3.42 r.rl.les wi:'!o in tho South. This nren is politically divided into 
the Provinces of J<ontun, Di.J!h Dinh, Floiku, Phu Don o.nd Phu Yen in tho 
22d Division Tacticnl .~r0n nnd Drtrlnc, K1tnnh lion, Qunne Due, Tuycn Due, 
Ninh Thuan, Loll Done nm1 Dinh '.L'hunn i!l the 23d m:t.. Goocraphicnlly, 
this nren nay bo divided i;1to throe no.jor nrens. 

n. The constnl plain is n narrow strip of long, flat, 
orton nnrshy torrain not, noro than tucnty nilcs wide fron tho sen 
inland. Thts ni:':!n is f'.)mcd by a ser:tes of nur.iorous river deltns 
into!TUptcd by ro,~ky ridrro lines run..11ing steeply to the sen. This 
area is nlnost entirely under cultivntio!l with four rice crops yearly. 

bn Thfl no'.L"ltnin rcr:ic·n extends from north to south nlr.iost 
the entire lencth of th'3 I! Corps Tn~tJ::n:L Z0nc. E1u-.rntions ro.nge froT.1 
3,000 to 8,GOO feet w:.-~.h thn. onatc~·n slopes quite steep nnd the western, 
noro tTnd•.ml. n-~~.n fn~n::it::i C'o·.rer throe quarters of this area. with T.IOSt 
of the rcr:[.:t.nr1c1· C•JV•;rcri w:i_·th 0p~m rli.~iduous growth. Cultivntion is 
linited to sri.'.111 r.lon:red n:rcms on rel3tivcly flat lnnd, FlyinB in this 
area is vor.y hnznrCl0i:<s with forcerl l:i.nrlinrr areas prncticnlly non-exist­
ent, ceilings frequcn·!;J_y very low and winds unprcdictnblo. 

c. The plntenu rer,ion is locnted 'West of the nounto.ins nnd 
is coM.prised of the J·:c.-r.tur:i .PJ.t'.tonu in the North nnd tho Dnrlnc Plateau 
to tho South. This rcr.:i.on hns nJ.i;i.~u<lc~1 rnnrinc from 1,000 - 3,000 
feet with gently rol~}_nr, hHJ.s and mtr;h open nroo.. Whore the soil is 
not under cultivnt:l.0!1, c. t!1i.ck gl·owth of crnss to n hoie:ht of eir)lt 
to ten feet covers the f.Tound, Who"'.'.:i adcqtllltc drninace is provided, 
this nrca will support four vegetable crops ycnrly. 

2. The principnl cities of this nren nro Phan Thiet, Phnn 
Rnne, Nho. Trnne nnd O.u:t m1on on the constnl plain; Dnlo.t in the mountains 
c.nc1 Dan Me Thuot, Ploiku nnd Konturi on tho pl3tenus. The r.injor routes 
of this area a.re: · 

a. Route #1: Saigon - Dnno.ng (Coastal Route throughout 
this nrca) 

b. noute #ll: Dalnt - Phan Rnng 

c. Route 1114: Saigon - Dnn Me Thuot - Plciku - Kontum 

a. Route 1/19: Pleiku - Qui Nhon 

o. Route #20: Sair;on - Dnlnt 

f. Itoute #21: Dan Mo Thuot - Nha Trt\llg 

Tho republic's MO.jor rail line pnrnllcls Route #1 along its entire 
length with one spur line frOJ'!l rhnn Ilnng to Dnlnt. Tho energing log­
istical o.nd cor.mn:micntions complex of Crun flnnh Do.y is located between 
I'hnn Ilnng and Nhn Trang. 
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D. Wcnther 

1. Weather throur.hlu.t this c.ren co.n be divided into 
the suml!lcr monsoon, June throur:h Scpt.cnbcr, o.nd the winter t:1onsoon, 
Novc!:lber throu;~h Ai~:rn, with ".;he 1!lor;·;;hs of Mny o.nu October no per:i.ods 
of ~~r:".no~:l::ton. Du:d.:13 t~10 ml!.1!'1C'~ mon3oon the wind is southwcetorly 
cc.n:·::i.ng ~loud buildapo on tho wostorn sl0pcs of t!·1c mounw.ins. This 
rc~:tits in n rn:i.ny sonson for tbo pJ.ntcnus nnd mountaineous areas 
dui·:i..'"lz tho suimc::- Months while the const..;,l provinces have clear flldes 
nnd eood flyJ.nG wenthf)r. The winter Monsoon brings n northcnsterly 
f].ow l·ri th cond:i. tions rcversc:l. 'l.'hc coastnl provi~1cos of Dirm Thnnn 
and Nin.'1 Thtmn arc li ttlo effected by ei +..her Monsoon o.nd hnve genert.".lly 
clear wcnth•)r the year nro\md. 

2 0 Average rninfo.11 in tho mountain nnd plateau areas .is 
90 inches nnd on the coastal plnin, C7 inches. The temperatures on the 
consto.l plnin rnnr,e from the rnid-70s to the hieh 80s durine t~e rniny 
season nnd l0W 80,~ to h~.('.h 9QS du.-:i.nr, the dry SC:'lflOn. Tho moun.tc.it~S 
o.nd plo.tcw.ns cxpf·dcm::e ~:onpcrntt~:ros from tho mic':···60s to tho low 80s 
dur~.nc th0 ilrJ' r.cnson nnd hif.h 60s to mid-80s rlnring the wet senson. 
Wi~;Jr, nro nrn-:;in !ly c;rm ty o.t 10-15 knots w5.th vcloci ty incrensine with 
altitude. Su:-:L'ucc wir1d3 up to 25 knots a.re frequently encountered. 

c. Indir,enous Population 

1. The II CTZ hns n population of approximately 2.5 
million people or just over 20% of the population of the IloP'lblic 
of Viet m~.!!!. The r:m.jority of this pop1llri:t:ton is located a.lone the 
coo.stnl p;_:.t5.n in tho vidnity cf the conr.-:;.'ll cities. The majority of 
those people nrc Victn:ir.tose of Chinese extraction. 

2. The r.iountnin and plateau rer;ions a.re inhabited chiefly 
by Montnr,no.rd tribc:men who nre, ethnicnlly, the only native Vietnrunese. 
Thero nrc thirt:r·-11:;.;10 nn;j<Jr tr.I.boo nm] nnmc 150 ouhordinnto tribnl 
groups of thcr.c pooplc l:i.ving in the hir•hhm1s of Viet.mun, Ctllllbodia. nnd 
I.nos. Do.n Mc Thuot is tho trnrli tionnl cnp:i. tol of those people. The 
II Corps arcn is ir,hnbited by 500,000 of those people. The largest 
tribe in this rccion is the Ila.de whose influence extends from Kontum 
to Do.n Me 'l'huot. 
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On 18 March 1965 • Ho:i.C:qunr-t.:;l·s .• 1st Infnntr.y Division, nJ.erted 
the 1st Av:htio.'l D1!·~:n.~).i.o:l ·~o pr<..pr~r.o tlm Airmoi)tle C0np::>J1y (Gormo.ny A) 
fr>r c1opJ.o;nont. to u:;1i::..rJ.G., \:c-:1v·ny A -:..ina to be t.he m~.jor un::.. t oi· t\11 

ai:rmol:Eo pc.ckot con:;:i.1.rl;ir:r:; o~ .. ~~n ni;:"Jnc;bile cor.tpnny, fi.eld :n~d!1tcnance 
detc.~~!':'!::"!nt, si~:,t!nl cl•.:~·1.c~~o!'1t • .:• :~x1:.l ~1to··.:~c:-:·J~ tlotncb!~tcnt wlt~1 tot.r.tJ. 
st.rnnr:th to be 261 o.fficer:J, Wri.rrant Oi'.t'i.::ers, :.mu er..::. ~stod mon. 

on J.8 n.nd 19 M".::-ch pcr.con'l<.'l wore, ::wJ.octcd for n:.>sfr'n>nm1+, to t.he 
p:'lckc1~ fl--Of,l Port r:1:1.oy rcn:to•.!X"C(;~J ~r..d pcr~:cnnc:l :1"1.lO!"t.nr:c t:cptJrted to 
Fi!'l.h AA.T}" Hcr~c1.r11:.,.rte:r·:J" i\);i pr0-::=)s~in;:: 1:1or:o.n f'vr pcrsonnHl at Fo~t 
W. I ,;y rm J:) tim··:~!1 nr.d c<.mti.m1crJ · .• J!:;:·ouc;h 21 Mi~rch. Nono of tha officers 
s0J~'ctocl to cor.nand nny of tho dotnchmcnts nor tho solectod compcny 
CN"lr.'.nndfir for Company A, wm:o nt Fort iil.loy at the beginnine of tho 
l':J!( r~rocessing. 

On 2.4 Mnr~h, tho rnoYcmont. d:l.rcct:tvc i.-ns received co!lfirminr, n 
s1irfr.~c ;::c·;·;\ •.):: er,·,t·.;~"::d; f!:om Io'o·;~t. J.d1oy -co rn1 1n::ipoc:tfi<.'d cl~u~in!l.tion, 
Th-~ :rcqt:.t.rr)r·Jo~"ft. fn~ clc ! .. hJ.,.1e nnCt Uf£'"..C..r:r~;~·nt to t'.c{'or_\JA.."..r!J" ind:L .. ri.duei.J.s wa.s 
un~c·1c,,:tt ::i.t. t.h·!.s t.~ili('. '::'.Ji:J r-;~=nl"'u.:)rJ in l1::~vinr -t0 c0nto.ct, nJ .. 1 po:r!:lonnel 
whl.1"1 on lornre to nr.F.nd purs:mc.l cquip-.~,,mt and unl.fonn req'..ti.ron10nt.s. 

The movcDo~t. directive specified thnt all personnel involved in 
tho moi.-c wouJ .. cl :r·0cei•r.:i 15 ch:'s ler.vc pr:i.or to departure. This direc­
t.:!•"<' wns re''.r,fm«:nd b;;r -:.!1n. o.:·~· .. roneerl r1<.'f:.~res of tho C0:nrn.'lnf1inr, C.onoraJ., 
Fm.·'.; f:.i1oy, o.n1.~ 0n ;,;~J l"nr·~h n r.;njo1·:'~ ty 0j~ tho JlC',.'!'!OA1'1ol on fJf:n+.ion 
wrrn ::-c.:10·l:;.:-(~ on }1.!i~v·o.. JJJ~~":·:.~~r:er.L·'Tt,:; "·T:.;rr:, Uf'/~=I ,.,.~th pc,st i..:r:..1.~~'.'l nnd 
tt1(· 1:-;t j~--:t:i.:.::i'"."Lnn li·.'~~t~:~.~i.cn to fr ... r-:1·.~_f:~'- r·.J:i-.~:;"nn\...1 to nsnist in completing 
j\)[t., Tho 11rope~ t~· ir• . .)k of:'.~ :~o·,~ / s111,ply nu;:-:;0~11"!".~ nnd severnl key 
personnel of the pncko·~-. wore retninoci n.t Fort fd.ley to supervise 
this prepnrntion c.n~l consequently received no lenvo. 

Dy 2(1 lhr-~h +.ho 0r.p:.•.1~nn+. renr1i.nor.rn (hto hncl been ostnbJ.ishod 
a.::; 3 Ap:-~.:~ nnc1. :'l. :'L:.:.~1T~··r.\.; to con;):,J·~c .~r.r,nc of ~ 1 :. s-:!rplj.os nnd oquip-
mcn·~. tn t.!1·:! ptt~~.o r. 1_•r: ~.:·.:>J.:: :;he\~ r:.~ 31 i·1:\.--··-~11, -.lf>t.i !"t:'ft.J.!..:\vss clnt.o \t.rr' .. 3 
lt .. i.n~ !'C"'.r·.:.r:~::d tn ;.! .t.rr~~:;_.:. ~1nd t.hon 3 i).~,./·.~l,. E·Tl·c:.~f.'lunt was s·~j.ll bcine 
i:i'::uorl ·:-.o ~:.:-!e pc.c:r.nt on tho nfternoo;1 of 3 /,1,~·::..·!., sovernl hours nfter 
r:.i.H l.'.\Nl-i.r:e \.:ns to h:wo been cOl!lpletoL1. /,s n rosult, supplementary 
shipment wns prepnrod which cle1i:i.rtcd Fort Iiiloy on 5 /qril. 

Dy rnidni~ht on B April nll newly nssir;nocl personnel nncl personnel 
en lonvc wore nt Fort Hiloy. Arrnnccmonts hnd boen made for tro.ns­
portntion, bUletinc nncl mcssine of nll personnel until dopnrturo. 
On 9 nnd 10 J.pril now personnel were I'OJ. chocked nnrl immunization 
nnd physical. roquircmonts coMploted for mnny who had not been properly 
processed at thoir prior stations. Sevornl personnel chances nocessit­
ntod by unfulfilled i'OH roqlrl.ror.ients wore made on 9 nnd 10 /1pril 
resultinF, in tho cstnblishnent of n renr detnchmont. 

Dy 9 April trnnsportntion arraneoments wore firm nnd mnnifests 
were prepared. The packet departed by nir in three groups from 
Knnsas City nnd Manhattan airports early on the r.iornine of 11 April, 
nrrivine nt San Dioco Nnval Air Stntion on the snmc day, Personnel 
were trnnsported directly from the nircrnft to the USS IWO JJMA. 

Sunday 11 /1pril wns spent by Maj or De LoMh in conference with 
the ships' crow on ndministrntive :r.intters nnd coordinating manifests 
of personnel nnd oquipnent. J.t this time it was discovered thnt several 
errors hnd been rnnde in shipping nnd much of the equi1:J1Jent previously 
desiennted to accornpnny the troops had been shipped to Onlclnnd /J:rmy 
Teminnl. IncJ,t1docl in this cquip:ient was r.iost of the special theater 
clothing o.ncl e~-irment issued to the unit. 

~!ea 'llWN"l~i"'l .<g 

fll _<",t[ ;m. -vi! ~!10tnnv 
03WSSV1~30 

--···---L,. 
' 

. 
~ 

( 

j 



At 0900 hours Mondo.y, 12 /.p't'iJ. .• tho USS IWO J1MA sa.iled with 
254 Officers Md men from Fort Riley, nJ.ong with two other packets 
of simi..1.."tr sizo from Fort Drnec nnd For',; Crunpbcll. Those uni.ts were 
J. Company, lOlst /1vn Dn nnd IL Cot:ipnny, 82d Avn Dn. On boa.rd in nd­
dition to each units cquipnont were 7? uno.ssi~ed UH-lD helicoptGrs, 
and 9 conox conto.iners with replacement po.rts. 

On 17 April 1965 the USS IWO JlMA docked o.t ?enrl Ho.rbor, Hnwo.ii 
for four hour~ nnd took o.boo.rd o. liaison officer from US Anny Support 
ColllI:lllllcl, Vietnam. Pearl Harbor wo.s the lo.st land seen until the ships 
nrrivnl nt Vung Tau (Capo St. Jacques), INN, on l May 1965. During 
t!'~sit, oric:ntntions were held for personnel nnd unit collll!IMders 
wore informed of their ultimate destinations. I'l.o.ns for debo.rko.tion 
and movement to destinations wore disseminated and subsequently changed 
because of crowded port conditions necessitating early movement to 
destino.tions. 

In tho absence of any instructions frorn the receiving cotlllllLl.?ld, the 
senior officer directed that the 77 nircrnft be nssi('.llod to tho throe 
packets by tnil n'.."Tibcr in order to facilitate control. It was believed 
nt tho time tho nircrnft would be flo'Wll off the ship, inspected for 
snfoty of nieht nt Vunr.: Tnu, nml proceed to destinnticn. On 28 April 
processing bcenn on tho 7? nircrnft, and by 1800 hours on 30 April all 
aircraft except two hnd been released for fiicht. Messages were ex­
changed between the ship and US A.rmy Support Command, Victnnm confirm-
:i.:ir. nrrivnl do.to and tioo and procoduros for flyini; aircraft off the ship. 

l•t 0620 ho11rs l Mny 1965 the first aircrnft was lnunched from tho 
USS IWO J'J}1J. from nbout 25 miles nt sen. 'Tho nircrnn wns piloted by 
1st Lt Edward T. Pledger and co-pilot by WO Willirun Crothers, both of 
Company A, 1st Aviation Dnttnlion. Thcroai'tor ships were launched 
periodically until approxtmo.tely 1100 hours when the lo.st aircraft, 
includinr, tho two requir:lne f'urther mnintonnnco, had been launched. 

Upon nrr5.vinr, nt Vunr1 Tau the packet comrnnnders received instruc­
tions as to r.J.OVOm'.)nt or their uni ts to final clestinntions. Comp!'.lly A, 
l13t Av:l.ntion Dnttnlion mo\"Cd en mnssc, less crewchicfs, to Dnn Mo Thuot 
rm C-J,~3 nirc:~~tft, closine nt npproximntoly 151.5 hours l May 1965. 
The unit wns r.1ct a.t Do.n Mc Thuot by Lt Col Delbert Townsend, Commnndincr 
Officer, 52d Aviation Dnttnlion, and the units• advanced party which 
had been in cmmtry npproximntely 10 clnys. Il.ntions, tents, o.nd other 
rninimum essentials wore on hand at Dnn Me Thuot to sustain tho unit 
for the fh·s·t. several do.ys. There wore, however, no modicnl supplies 
nnc1 no supply of potable wntor. 

On 3 May nvintors returned to Vunr. Tau to pick up the unit 1s 
aircraft, ancl crcwchiofs. Ono nircro.ft had boon rco.ssianed by US 
Anny Support Cor.Jr.1nncl ns a. rnnintcnnncc floo.t, lenvinr. tho unit with 
24 Ull-lD's. 

Vehicles nnu cquii:r.icnt were due to be shippod to Nhn Trane by 
LST :ind then moved overland to Dnn Mc Thuot. The first cquipncnt, 
four concx containers, arrived on 10 Mo.y 1965 with the first 10 · 
vehicles on 15 Mny. Dy 26 Mny nll the units equipment had o.rrived 
except two 2t ton trucks nnd scvoro.l trailers. Vehicles wore moved 
in three r,roups by Viotnamcso drivers. 

The rorn..~indcr of May wo.s spent propnrinr. tho unit for an oper­
o.tional reru:liness date of l June. Wenpon kits were installed on 9 
Ull-lD nircrnft (:i?rcviously oxchnnr,ed for 8 UH-1D1s); o.nd protectivo 
o.rmmncnt kits wore installed on 16 mt-lD o.ircrnft. 
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On 7 May nvintors from tho 52nd Airlift Pl.c.toon, tho ll?th .L.vn 
Company nnd the 119th Avn Co arrived nt Dnn Me Thuot for n personnel 
exchnnee with Company J-. to stc.rror elates of rotc.tion. Of the officers 
nnd Warrant Officers nrrivinc in the ori(;"innl pnckot, only 14 remained 
with tho co!'lp~.ny after tho oxchnn~o. The exch::i.."lge 'Wt'.s mncle on a man 
for mnn be.sis with tho vnrious uni ts of tho Do. ttalion. Enlisted 
personnel of o.11 t. r~rados were nlso cxchnnp.;ed. 

t.s n result of the DEllOO cxchnnr;e, an intense tro.inine pro[(rllill wns 
established by the Compnny in nn effort to qualify the now nviD.tors in 
the mI-lD helicopter. i'lo.toon nnd comp.i.ny trainine in fomntion flying, 
eo.clc flichts and company sized o.innobilc assaults wore greatly om:rhnsizod. 

20 Mny enw the nrrival of Comp:my A's first 11shot e;un" (Door Gunner) 
platoon commanded by 1st Lt William J. Tracz. The plo.toon w:i.s ma.do up 
of volunteers from units of the 25th Inf Div. The unit was TDY to 
Company A for o. period of 3 months. Their duty wo.s tho.t of helicopter 
door eunners while c.urmcntinr, tho company's security force. 

The unit wr.s t1cclnrod operationally ready on 1 June nnd bogo.n 
operations on that do.y. In its first month of operation Compnny il 
conducted six conpnny size oporo.tions in support of the 2Jd Di•.rision. 

Durinc the la.st week of Mny tho Cor.lJ.:>nnY received its desienntion 
of 11Stc.ro Coo.ch11 with 11Fnlcon11 for the amod platoon. Durinr~ the next 
yonr, those call sir.ns wore to become fnr.dlinr in nll four corps o.rens 
of Victnamo 
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OFFICEliS HEM/i.INING WITH COO'.t.NY A 

Mnjor Willirun W. DcLonch 067668 

Cnpt. Charles T. Gilmer 0405B567 

Cnpt. Leon E. Curry 053o6680 

Cnpt. .Anthony P. Di Denodctto 02306594 

Cnpt. Leona.rd L. Doswell 07B572 

l/Lt Ee:wnrd T. Plodeor 054ll943 

l/Lt Ilobcrt c. Elwell 05017903 

cwo Willinm H. GoldJil.nn W2207733 

cwo Glen W. Mnntooth W22o6470 

cwo William H. Cleary W315034S 

cwo Jrunes D. Stallard WJ1505o6 

cwo Chnrles W. Millnrd WJ1507CG 

cwo William J. Fields W3151037 

cwo Carl T. Sypniewski W3430112 

Annex J... 
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/J:VJ.NCED ~·1.;,TY OF ca..f?J.NY A 

1. Co.pt. Leono.rd L. J:;oswoll Company A 

2. l/Lt Willic.m J. Gavin Jr. 25th Inf Div 

3. l/Lt John A. Geurin 119th Avn Co 

4. l/Lt Pnul D. Hinds 117th Avn Co 

5. l/Lt J:i.111!1ly Wilkie 119th Avn Co 

6. SFC John E. Stnnton Comproiy A 

Annex D. 
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STATISTICS OF QUAHlETILY omnt.TIONS 

1. Number of Sorties fl.:>wn durinr: preccclinr.; qunrter: /JJ26 

2. Number of Combnt sorties flown clurinc precedinc quarter: 26.34 

3. Number of flyinr, hours nown durinc; procodinc: qul'.'.rter: 1905 hrs 

4. Nurr.ber of pc.ssengers lifted during procoding qunrtor: 2.332 

5. Number of tons of cl'.rgo lifted during procedine quarter: 54 tons 

6. Number of o.ircrnft rccoivine hits durinc precodinc quarter: 3 

Annex c. 
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This qlll\rtcr has been ch::i.rncterize(! by mnny sicnific:int events !l!ld 
operations. On 3 July Company h received its first Security Platoon; 
23 Auaust Mnjor Deloach left the company, and tho 5th of September brouetit 
about the ro~tion of tho shot crun platoon. 

Major operations durine the qunrtcr in which Company A were involved 
included Due Co, Quane Ni and I'huoc Vinh. The Phuoc Vinh operntion 
involved oJ.cments of the 173rcl J.irborne trieade beinc lifted into War 
Zone 11D11

, nn area north of Snir~on which had lone been a notorious Viet 
Cong stronehold. 

EVENTS J.ND ornw. TIONS 

3 July snw tho crriv~.l of tho 52nd Security Platoon. This platoon, 
one of the larccst in the US 1.:rr!!y1 is hendquartored at I'J.eiku and has 
clements attached to each airmobile compcny in the bo.tto.lion for local 
security. With this plc.toon, every available moans of defense is co­
ordinated includinr. bunkers, observction posts, rovinr, patrols, mortars, 
ground survcillc.ncc infnrcd searchlights, c.nd sentry dogs. 

A hichlir.ht of 1965 for Cor.ip:my J.. crone in July when the COJJpo.ny was 
called upon to fly tho Secretary or Defense and his party on nn inspect­
ion visit to the r.epublic. 

On July 1st• Cor.ipany A was nlertc:J for mover.tent to Chao Ilco air­
field (Coor. I:.Q2J5C25) for an oporntion in support of tho lLRl.TN Air­
bo1·nc Drigado. lL :L'AVlJ Ilc[~:i.r.tent hnc~ been located in the rnountain pass 
southwest of Choo Roo. The Mission involved supporting the ARVN 
ld.rborno Dricado with airlift of supplies nnd porsonnol. A second 
Mission wao given Cot1pnny r., that of ovacuatinc a district head­
quarters near Choo Ilco which had boon under attack by tho Viet Cone 
for several days. 

Decauso of the cnor.iy situntion, supplies nnd runnunition had not 
been sent to tho villnae for soverc.J. dcys. Prior to decision to ov:i.c­
unto the hendquartc:ntl, n bcttalion or the lS•VN airborne brigndo attempted 
to enin nccoss to tho vill~o by convoy. Tho convoy was ambushed in 
a defile four kilornotcrs southwost of Choo lico with honvy cnsualtios 
roportod. Vehicles and artillery woro burned while tho unit wns pinned 
down for 20 hours. 

The evacuntion wno plnnnoc1 for 1500 hours tho followinf( day, and 
would be no.do by Company 1L1 tho 119th /Lvn Co, nn.:1 tho 52nd /d.rlift 
Platoon. Air Force h!E's nnd F-lOO's oxocutctl nnplrun nnd 20mm strikes 
nround the villaeo clonrinc: the wny for tho helicopters. Company A 
lead tho fli!~ht into the arcn, followed by tho 119th Avn Co and 52nd 
Jdrlift Plntoon. As Compnny A lifted off tho LZ tho Viot Cone bocan 
mortarini:: tho c~istrict hemlquartcrs nnd tho landing zone. The 119th 
wns unable to lnnd in tho nron because of tho intonso mortar an<l 
r:rounc1 fire in nm1 around tho LZ. Tho r,1iosion wno nbortod and o.11 
units returned to Choo P.co airfield. Compr.ny A was able to extract 
nearly one hundr.o<l and sixty people from the villar.:o on the lift. 
/drcraft carried the rnax:i.r.nlJn possible load with ns r.i..'Uly as fifteen 
pnsscneers on aor.ic helicopters. 

Tho J.JNN Drienclo nr;nln nttomptocl n convoy to tho h€1nclqunrtors 
after sovornl clays nnd nichts of constant bombing by the Air Force. 
Tho convoy was successful an~~ tho hoc.tlqunrtoro wns evacuated by rond. 
The Viet Cong rcgir.ient, nftor t1nys of intonsc bombing by the Air Force 1 
withdrew into the mount.'dns southwest of Chee Hoo ending the siege. 
Compn.ny A wns rolonood and returned to Dnn Me Thuot but several air­
craft were loft l\t Choo Hoo airfield for support of advisory torun. 

7rZrt: - · ·· ~ ht tho Viot Cong mortnrod tho nirfiold damnging several 
O/'"'/'_ri:eo VINN il~vvi .<g • Ono tm-lD wns flown nwny during tho attack by l/Lt 
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On 2 J.ugust Company 1.. wns alerted for movement to Pleiku. The 
United Stntes Specfal Forces Cn."llp of Due Co had been under siege for 
several weeks, when on 3 J,\,~t operation Dan Thang 5 'Wll.S conducted by 
the 52nd /,•;n Dn. The operation wns in support of the 3rc1 nnd Hth. Datt.nl­
ions, 1st /JlVN J'.d.rborne D:i:-igndo. Elemunts of the 117th 1.-..rn Co 1 Company 
A, 119th !.vn Co and the 52nd ldrlift l'latoon staged from Camp HoEowny 
Army Airfield end lifted 1150 troops in six lifts to the landing zone 
at the Due Co Airfield. Smnll :inns nnd nutomntic weapon3 fire wero 
received in the vicinity of tho landing zone, resulting in one UH-lD 
nnd one lf.ti-lD (A) being dnroCt.ged with no cnsunl.tios. 

On 10 August, the units performed l'.11 nirlnndod assault mission in 
support of tho 5th /.UVN Airborne Dn.ttnlion. 'l'ho aircra.ft staged from 
Hollo'Wlly Anny Airfield and lifted 450 troopo in three lifts to tho sCllle 
landing zono at Due Co Airfield. During tho lnst lift, casualties were 
extracted nncl 4000 lbs of supplies wore carried to the 1.UVN Marine Task 
Force which had previously been lifted to the Due Co Airfield. Close 
air support wns provided by eight USJ..F F-100 's, four of which wore 
utilized in tho prcstrike, while tho remaining four were used provide 
nir cover. Small arms, nutomc.tic weapons and r.iortnr fire wore received 
in tho landing zone. Two L1I-1D's rocoivccl hits nncl one US door gunner 
of tho 119th Avn Co was wounded. 

During tho :luc Co operation Company A providocl o.ircr::U't onch clay 
to tho 52ncl Avn Dn for purpose of resupply, medical cvncuntion, and smnll 
troop plncomonts throughout the operational aren. Tho siege ws finally 
broken on 15 August with tho wi thdrm.ro.l of the Viet Cong rogimont into 
C::unbodio.. Company A wns roloc.sed nncl returned to Dnn Mo Thuot. 

On 24 August olor.icnts cf A Company, tho 121ut Avn Co, and tho 50lst 
/,vn Co from Dien Hon, porfomcd nn nirlnndod nssnult in support of the 
23rd Inf Div for tho purpose of clonring highway 21 from D..'Ul Mo Thuot to 
Nhn Tr'.'.llg. Aircraft stt>.ecd fror.i Dtm Mo Thuot (Enst) ·Airfield, and lifted 
1257 troops of the Marino Tnok Force (AhVN) in five lifts to n landing 
zone coord DQ120165. Durine tho last lift into the LZ, ono UH-lD (A) of 
Company A experienced n low side governor failure nnd crashed into the 
trees in tho vicinity of tho LZ. Tho crew wr.s ovacuntocl by UII-lD bnck to 
Dnn Mc Thuot. Tho aircrnft wns piloted by WO Phillip D. Pettit who 
'Wll.S medically evacuated to the United States bccuuso of injuries. The 
aircrnf't sustnined lllnjor drunngo. 

Close nir support durine the opcrntion wns provided by four USAF 
AIE 's. No hostile fire wus rccciv"r!. The Mnrino Task Force wc.s convoyed 
out of tho oporationnl area ut tho completion of the operation. During 
the entire operation, medical cvncuntion and resupply nircrnft wore 
provided by Compnny A. 

Tho 2Cth of /.ur,ust mnrkod the ro-['.ssienmcnt of Company il. 1s Comr.innd­
ing Officer as Exocutivo Officer of the 52nd Avn Ln. In n brief change 
of col!lr.k".nd corcMony at I;rm Mo Thuot, Major Fred T. Yamo.gc.ta took comrntlnd 
of Conpnny f,. Major Yru!lngatn hnd been the oocutive Officer of the 52nd 
Avn Dn for the past six r.ionths. 

On 5 Soptonbor tho first door eunncr platoon completed its ninety 
day nssi7Jr.1ont nnd returned to the 25th Inf Div. They were rcloivod 
by 1st Lt /iuthur J. n.yan and hia shotgun platoon. Tho now platoon 
conststod of 3 NCO's and 21+ EM, all wero volunteers froo troops L., D 
and c, 3rd Sqdn, 4th Cav, 25th Inf Div. The platoon wo.s assigned TDY 
to Cor.ipany A for a period of 3 r.ionths. 

'1110 10th of Septor.iber rnnrlced tho boginning of a. period of Cor.ipnny A 1 s 
hi11tory in which the unit would be involve'~ in major operations in nll 
four Corps nre~s of Viet Nru;i, in one thirty clay period. 
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On 8 September, the unit wns alerted for movement to QUL\Jlg.Ngo.i. 
Combined with clements of the 119th /.vn Co, Comp .. '1..'1Y A performed an nir­
lnndecl nos::-.P.lt f'.nc1 oxtr:i.ction rn:i.ssion in :o:upport of the 5th US Spoc:to.1 
Forci:-s G~·o·.1p. Fifty US~J? nclvh:ory pm·sonnol nnd 210 11.hV?T J.irb0!"110 
R'l!"ecrs worx. lifted frco the stt>.eef:!.cJ.c1 n t Qunne Ngni to the lending 
zone o.t coJrd GT137003 in one lift nnd lntcr eA-tractod in one lift from 
the s~.me i..Z. rlo hostile fire wn::: received. Close air support wns 
provic~od by ei(?,ht us:..r AIE Is utilized for pre strike' and eight USi..F D-57 's 
verc used :~or a:ir cover. The mission wns completed and Company 1.~ return­
ed to Dan Mc Thuot. 

12 Sopto:aber found Company A prcpnrine for movement to Saigon to 
work wi tJ1 the ll.5th /1vn Dn. The o;,crntion involved liftine clements 
of the 1 ?3:r:-d .t..irborne DriGadc and tho Ilo;ml Au.'3trr.lian P.ogioer-t into 
an area 5 kilometers Nort.."1 of Don Cnt. Si:: nir mobile companies plus· 
l.i~ Force clor.1onts wore involved in tho opcrntion. The operation con­
sisted of ucldne five lifts from I:ion Ilo.'\ to on LZ North of Dien C11t •• 
This (!]'Ca was lmmm as 11D11 Zone and hncl long been n so.nctunry for tho · 
Viet Cone. 

After tJ10 first days operation, Cmpnny /1 returned to Snieon for 
the nie;ht. ir.i. th instructions to return to I'huoc Vinh by 15<Y700 prepared 
to stay in the field tho rcmo.incler of tho operation in direct support 
of the J,nvN I.irbornc Dricnde. The CCll!lp..-my remained o.t I'huoc Vinh 
throuc:;h the 22nd of September when it wns tlirectcd to return to Saigon. 
Although tho Ccmpn.ny wns in <lirect support of the /.ITVN Airborne Dricnde 
it was frequently rocnllod to III Corps control to p..-irticipnto in air­
landcd assnults und oxtractions with tho 145th Avn Dn. The Conpnny also 
provided the 173rd 11.irbornQ Drieado with aircraft for rosupply, medical 
evacuation, and smnll troop placements. Tho rnnjority of Company A's 
nircro.ft were flyinc o.n nvernce of 4 to B hours n day flyine timo during 
this period. On 2B Bcptom.ber the Cor.ip..-my was relensod to return to 
Dnn Mc Thuot. This hncl proved to bo n lone three day mission. 

I'r5.or to this opcrntion no friendly tr<":iops hr.t1 boon in the area for 
over fifteen y.:mrs. Durinc; the operation n 200 bod hospitnl nnd supplies 
wore found nlonc with nn tlJ!llllW1ition factory and tons of nr.ii::runitiono 
Heavily fortified bunkers nnd miles of tunnels wore also f0unc1 in tho 
nren alonr; with mnny tons of rice which was rcvovecl or dostroyed. This 
becm.10 tho first in n series of J:IL\j or operations throughout this aron 
involvinc US troops. A Company was to return to this area many times. 
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ST/.TISTICS OF QU/Jt'lEiiLY O:i'ErJ.TIONS 

1. Number of Sorties flown durine prococdinr, qu..".rtor: 7978 

2. Number of Conbnt sorties flown durin~ precocdinf, quarter: 7522 

3. Number of flyinc; hours flown durinr.; proceec:.ine quarter: 4993 

4. Numl'er of pnssenr.:ers lifted durinr, prececdinc qu~ter: 13559 

5. Number of tons of cnreo lifted during prccoedine qunrtor: 204 

6. Number of aircraft struck by eround fire durine preceedine qunrtor: 67 

fiJl.1'.ICX A. 
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ffiHIOD 1 OCT - 31 DEC 65 

This quarter hns been hiehlichtod by tho m::ibcr of lll!ljor opcrn+.:tons 
in 'Which Compnny A took }X'.rt. Dtti:-inc thifl qu.a1'.'t.er the com,nn~· CO!).t:t:11:od 
to opcrntc not only in the II CorIJ'.1 nrea but '.t].r,o in tho Il1. nnd I''." Corps 
nrens. These opcratj.ons were m..'.J.cstonos in tho strucr,lo nen1.nf!t th:::i 
Viet Conf~· Such opcrntionn w:J·•·.:; t'.10 n1ron Trinncle" oporat.i.on, the 
PJ.ci Xe Operntfon, tho Tuy Hon rice !:larvcst oporntion, nnd, f:innlly 
11 0pcrntion Dushwackcr11 involving clements of tho 1st Division and tho 
lOJst Airborne Driendo in the nren around tho Michelin.rubber planta­
tion northwest of Snieon. 

Ot.hor events clurine:: this period wore tho rc:~ssiclll'?lcnt of two 
CO!nJX'.nY commanders, tho rotntion of our last 11 Shoteun" platoon, and 
tho rcdcsicnation of Cornpnny J., as the 155-Gh Aviation Comp.."\lly (Ai.mobile 
lir:ht). 

EVENTS !.ND OI'ERATIONS 

On 6 October Comp::my A wns alerted for r.iovcrnent to Snie::on, to be 
nttnched to the 145th hvn Dnttnlion. The opcrntion involved liftine:: 
clements or the l?Jrd Airborne Drigado by mcnas of five ninaobilo 
cornprurl.es into two lnndinc zones, in tho infanous 11Iron TriAn{;lc 11 

thirty kilometers north of Snieon. The Iron Trinnclo had, for more than 
15 years, been a well known COllll!lunist oruictu.."'.ry. Tho initial operation 
was conducted by nm.kine a troop lift into n secured lnndinr: zone to net 
ns n blockinc force for the mobile elements which were lc.ndod, in four 
lifts, in an LZ twelve kilometers to the west. The nroa hnd been 
prestri:lck by Air Force D-52 1 s siX hours prior to tho assault and F-100 1s 
alone with artillery of the 173rd Drieadc were usocl to prestrike the 
lnndinc zone. 

J.s tho l ?Jrcl swept throu[;h tho Iron Triangle they encountered few 
Viet Cone but found lnrco stores of supplies, includinc cnoUf!h rice 
to food a VC rociment for four nonths. They also uncovered fresh 
evidence of the CoMl!lllnist 1s lone fnmcd trcnchinr. nrts: tunnels up 
to IJJ foot deep nncl scvcrnl hundred ynrc!s long, with nnglod coITiclors 
and callerics to reduce ulast effects, air vents nnd ernorgency exits. 
Weapons of all rnnkcs nnd cnlibres were found alone 'With an nbundnnce of 
nr.ununition, mines nnd grenades. Sufficient medical supplies to establish 
n field hospital were found and recovered by the ground troops. 

Upon release from support of the 17Jrd Airborne Drigade, the compc.ny 
moved oven fnrt~er south to join 'With tho 13th Avn Dn. At 1200 hours 
tho 9th of October, Company A closed nt Soc Trnng, homo of the 12lst 
Avn Co ::md Comp."'.ny A of the 50lst Avn Dn. This operation on the Del tn 
involved lifting elements of the 9th nnd 27th JU.VN Division from 
Vi Thanh (Coord Wf.550830) into two lnnding zones. A total of three 
lifts wore m.'1.do into tho nrcns lifting npproximntely 1200 troops. 
Moderate ground fire was received in both LZ 1s, but no aircraft were 
d:unngen. At 1200 hours 10 October tho C0T.1pnny wns released, and returned 
to Dnn Mc Thuot. 

After nrriving nt Dan Me Thuot tho Company settled down for n well 
earned rest. This period of rest was short lived howc,rer for at 2200 
hours the evening of the 10th the company wns alerted for movement to 
Tuy Hon to support a rice harvest operation. With thirteen troop 
cuc-r:i.ers and six nmcd helicopters, the compnny depnrted Dan Mc Thuot 
cnrl closed nt Tuy Hon at 1540 hours. Preparations were :made for n 
throe C.ny stay at the Tuy Hon North ldrfiold. Tho orcrntion to secure 
the f:\11 rice hnrvost in the Tuy Hon valley involvqd a four lift 
mo·:-cmont of a mmcuY(;l' force of the 47th I'1Cgirncnt (.l.ftVN) in thn morning 
and n two lift movcr.i:mt of a blocking force in tho nftcrnoon. Du.!-ing 
th::i morning J.i:f,'. one an:ied helicopter experfoncod n premat'.ll'C rocket 
c~losion causing extensive stru.cturnl dc.:;~go to tho aircraft and badly 
W·)U:1d:i.ng I'FC Willirun Ahles 'Who was cvncuntod to Nhn Trang and the 
TTn~ tcli St..'1.tcs. 
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At 1130 hours this s:ir,10 dny .'.\ 11M/•YDAY11 C.'.\ll w::-.s received froo t:'.n 
A-lE which h:l.d been flyine dr cover for the opor~1tion. Tho !.IE had 
suffered olcvntor control fnilurc on n strafing run and tho pilot was 
forced to bail out nt son, A stagecoach UH-lD crowed by Cnpta.in 
Leonard L. Doswell and CWO Charles Gibson ro:.:cuocl tho pilot from an 
extremely rough sea. 

Tho following morning Col!lpruly A porformod two more lifts with the 
47th Ilcgimont t:'.nd wo.s released to return to Il..'Ul Mo Thuot, 

On 20 October Company A depo.rtod Do.n Me Thuot onroute to Phu Cat for 
a ten do.y operation. Deco.use of bnd weather tho company diverted to 
Pleiku for tho night. Upon arrival the company was told to off load o.11 
field genr and stand by for a possible lift into the Special Forces Caznp 
at Ploi Mc. This r.inrked the beginning of the largest o.ttnck ever 
launched by tho Viet Cong and one of tho rnost difficult support missions 
ruiy ninnobilc company ovor completed, For the first rive dnys, A Company 
was tho only o.irmobilo company avnilable for support. 

Tho comp had been ntta.ckod by an estimated Viet Cong regiment 
during the night, Shortly after day break, it appeared that tho v.c. 
hnd broken contact o.nd retired• Two medical evacuation helicopters 
of the 49Sth Medical Compo.ny with two t:'.rmod escorts from the ll9th 
Avn Co woro launched ti? recover the dend o.nd wounded from the cmnp. 
During the mission tho aircraft received heavy o.utomntic weapons fire 
up to calibre .50 size. One of tho escort gunships was hit nnd crashed 
in fl:llnes just outside the south.vest perimeter of tho crunp. 

On the oornine of 21 Oct, Company A w::-.s called on to lift 240 .ARVN 
Airborne l?mlgers from Comp Hollovny to o.n LZ four kilometers north of the 
besieged carip. Durine the roconnaissruice of tho LZ one UH-lD (o.rr.iod) 
of Company A suffered mechanical failure 'Which resulted in seporntion 
of the r.io.in rotor from the aircraft o.t 2000 foot absolute nltitudo, 
The helicopter crashed o.nd oxplodod on :ilnp.~ct. Tho aircraft wo.s 
cor.nnnndod by l/Lt Harold A, l'rcisendofer and piloted by WO Joseph S, 
Huwyler, crewchiof and gunner wore SP/5 Willinm J, Johnson and I'FC 
Michael E, lhvis. This crow was the first lost by Company A in tho 
nopublic Of Vietnam. 

About Mid-morning on the 22nd of October, four UH-l:C's (annod) of 
Coo1A1.?lY A were dispatched to escort a VN/.F CII-34 in a rescue attempt 
for a downed AIE pilot, The CH-34 did not attempt tho pilot pickup, 
because of tho ground fire in the area. l/Lt Edward T • Pledger of 
Conpo.ny A salvoed the rockets from the o.rmcd helicopter he w.s fiying 
and accomplished tho pick-up, 

Later in the day n second rescue attempt wns mo.do for nnother 
downed Air Force pilot in tho vicinity or Ploi Me, This rescue attempt 
had to be nbortod due to hoavy automo.tic weapons ez-ound fire o.nd do.rknoss. 
The rescue was effected tho next morninc won four UH-lD's (:i.rmcd) of 
Company A escorted o.n Air Force CH-34 into the crash site~ 

On 24 October tho 52d Avn Dn was given the mission of deploying 
400 /JlVN soldiers or the 22nd Ro.naer Thlttalion alona the route or o.n 
Armed Tnsk Force enroute to relieve tho bosiegod crunp, The troops 
wore to secure likely (IJ!lbush sites along the intended route of the 
Task Force, Durine tho lift ono helicopter struck stumps in the LZ 
o.nd wn.s destroyed with no injuries. 

Monday, the 25th, found Company A nncl the ll9th Avn Co, assistine 
the lst D<lo, 1st lLir Cav Div, in a troop plncomont from Comp Holloway 
to areas nround the Plei Me Special Forces Camp. 
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On the 28th, clements of Company ~ nnc the 119th extracted the 
42nd ldrbornc famr.cr Com:;:my {l.nVN) from i'loi Mc to the New J."leiku 
ldrfield mnrkinr: the i::nd of one of the blont1:to~t bnttlcs of the wnr 
in Vietnflm. l'ost opcrn~ion intell:.gen-~e i:i.dicn+.o!l that P:;.ci Me wo.s 
stnecd by the Viet Conr: with n priJ11m·y purpo:Jc of killing aircraft •. 

Following the siege of Plei Mo the US First Cavalry Division 
relentlessly pursued the Viet Cong until in In Drnng valley "Charlie" 
stopped to do pitched battle. About this battle, Newsweek Magazine 
said, "In its bloodiest week to date, the fighting in Vietnam reached 
n pitch of savage intensity thnt US troops hnd not experienced since 
Koren. Among other honors of war, CoJ1U11unist troops impaled cnptured 
South Vietnrunesc soldiers on stakes. Wounded US troops were shot down, 
their comrndes, enraged, shot some north Vietnamese prisoners out of 
hnnd. The bitterest battle wns in the shell sc~ed Ia Drnng valley, 
near the Cambodian border, where US troops reported that they killed 
perhaps 1,500 conununists during tho entire engngement. In tho some 
nren, n battalion of the US First Cnvnlry Division, wns ambushed, nnd 
one company virtually annihilated. Total estimated US killed in the 
In Drnng fighting loms 1?5. 11 

11At Plei Mc nncl fa Drnng, the US Forces no longer fought Viet Cong 
Geurillns in their bL.~ck pnj::imns but rather faced tho People Anny of 
Vietnmn in steel helr.iets nnd full battle gear." 

On 18 November the 52d Avn Dn ngnin joined forces with the 1st 
Air Cnv Div, in operations in the In Dro.ng valley. Tho lnreest 
sinelo operation of tho yonr. The 119th Avn Co, Compnny A, nnd elements 
of tho l.'lt Air Cnv Div transported 2500 II Corps (ARVN) troops from 
Due Co Airfield into the vnl.lcy ns n blockinr, force. Tho /iilVN unit 
w:is lifted into an aren whieh was located between the retreating 
Viet Cong and the Cnmbodinn border. This final assault on 18 November 
wns the last operation in which Company /L was involved in the Plei Me, 
In Drnng area. The Viet Cong retreated pieco-menl across the Cambodian 
border the bnttlo ended. 

In Snir,on, Gonornl Willio.m c. Westmorelnnd proclaimed the In Drnng 
action nn unprccodontcd victory. US casualties wore "heavier than in 
any previous cnfn['.OT.lcnt, but small by coT.Jpnrison with the oner.iy. 11 

On 1-2 November, between major missions in the Plei Me, In Drnng 
opero.tion tho 52nd Avn Dn supported operation Quyot Thang 172 11t Tuy­
Hoo., Company J., tho 119th Avn Co and the Marine Helicopter Company 
from Qui Nhon conducted nn operation in support of the 22nd Inf Div 
(ARVN) in nn operntion to agnin secure the rice rich Tuy Hon valley. 
A total of 720 troops were moved in three lifts, under low ceilings 
nnd with poor visibility. The US/.F provided a forty five minute 
pre:itri:~e on the lnnrlinr zone. Ono UII-lD (l•nned) was struck by 
ground fire but recovered to the stnge field with no further incident. 

On ? November n second air lnnded assault wns conducted. The 
opcrntion involved nir lnnded two bntt..~lions of the 4?th Inf regt, 
and two bnttnUons of the Airborne Tnsk Force. This wns n four lift 
operation clclnyod for more than nn hour between the second nnd third 
lift'3 bccn:vio of wcnthor. From Tuy Hoa, the 52nt1 J.vn Dn moved to 
Dui: lliy in flupport of the ARVN artillery school in a combined arms 
deT.Jonstration. Company A provided thirteen UH-1D 1s and six UH-lD's 
U•nnod). Tho 1191.h provided twelve UH-1D 1s (transport helicopters) 
and six UH-lD's (nm.ed) for the dcmonstrntion. All air movements, 
./.ir Force nnd artHlery fires were preplanned nnd coordinated by the 
Due My Training Center Advisory Team. As part of tho demonstration, 
n totnl of 546 troops were lifted on nn nir lnndcd nssault into mult­
iple LZs. The demonstration rnn smoothly nnd wo.s a great success. 
J;ttending the de:.10nstrntion were two hundred high ranking observes 
handed by General Willirun c. Wcstr.iorclnnd. 
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