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FOR L

Servinz in direct supaort of the Free Vorld orcas and the Aruay of the
Reputlic of Vietnam, the 155th Aviotion Compony is similar to tae mury other
aviation units of the samo size and structure. Formed originally as Co A,
lst iviation Battalion, 1lst Infantry Division at Fort Riley, Kansas, the unit
arrived at Vuag Tan, Vietnan on 1 May 1965. Moving inmediotely to Dan e
Thuot with an eircraft complement of 24 UH-1L's the advence party wos
welcomed by LG Dellert Townsend, Former Ccméndar of the 52nd Aviation
Dattalion, After much preparation and many training hours through whiclh the
men of Co A becains proficient in the new and Gemanding technicues of flying
in a cogbot zene, the company was declared operational on 1 Jun 65, On
20 Nov 65, Co A was redesignated as the 155%h Aviation Company (Air Nobile
Light). Unofficially the 155th was divected ty 1st Aviation lirizade to
designate itseli the 155th Assault Halicopter Company. At that time that
designntion wxs in effaect for all Air liodile Light iviation companies through-
out Vietnam, In 1969, the 155th was diracted to redasignote itself the 155th
Aviation Company (icsault Helicopter).

Froa the first, the 155th's two airlift platoons were kiows as the
#3tage Coaches®, whil~ the Jraed Platoon was called the "Falcous". Urder
these nam..s tho men of the 155th have spread their reputation for aceomplishing
their mission whilc maintaining the highest of safety s‘i‘.crhdards an: aircreft
ayailability throughout Viotnam. Flying froir Saizon An ths south to Dak Pek
and I Corps in the north, from thz coasial plain to the Combodiai. Lorder,
the Stage Coach -~ Falcon team has flown over 115,000‘-wui's in supuort of the
allied forces combating the threat of Comunism in southasst Asia.

This history is cdedicated to all those men who have serv:d and are serving
with the 155th Aviation Company wuid its atvached unit since its arrival in

ths Republic of Viztnam, with special tritute to those officers; warrant

officers .,a s:mlishnd wer 0 Guva their lives Tor'a fiee wirld. - .
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PR Cou

On 26 Vscember 1959, I assuma. comiruc of the 155th Aviation Company
(issault Holicopier). Since that date, I never cecse to ba am:zed b+ the

professionalisin, dedication and isprit De Corps that exists within this

unit.
+ A unit history is non-sxistant without the daily, often times mindane,

activities of flyiny. These missions run the gauntlet from VIP support,

comaond ~nd control to providing a transportation service to indiginous .

tribesman. Poriodically though, the wltimate test for any wail must le

axperienced-gorbat, Throughout the pages of this history for 1969, th, S
officers and mep of tho 155th continually met the test and never frliored , k ;  e
in denying the coumwnrist forcos victory. »

Ho unit is comprised of wachines and squipment, but rather o wnit
consigts of men. Thase men, for the most port non-carcerest, come from
all walks azd stations of life. Their education, ethnic background and

raligious Leliefs ma. differ tut as soldiers they have arrived in the

itzpublic of Vietnam and made this unit what it is-a cohesivn , cguressive team, . '

It i3 to those wen, who daily moko history, thot this document is dod- S . L - '
deatod. T4 dn alue dodiecatad o futurs momlors of tiw 155t%h do th~t thoy N | |
too may see whot thoir prec:cessors ~ccouplishe.. and en~:le them to

contime carrving forw-rd the jdecls of fraecom. / %
B /". ,/, 4// ":/ * !
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I MHIMORIaH
1965

FFC Micheel £, Davis
Y0l Josenh S. Huyler

SP5 William J. Johnson

LT Brold A, Preisendefer
195

WO Sugene ‘. Coswell
W0 ¥ichsel ii. Coryell

P#C Richard 2. Dabney

w0 Reymond L. Ford ‘
P¥C Gregory L. Millor

WO Phillip C. Swmith

**C James ‘alker

WO ¥ilmer J. Willingham
SP, John W, UWood

1967
>

Sgt Keith D, Griifin

%01 Terrance Felson

SP5 Jamas G. Patterson

) 1968

Y0 Wallis W. 3uith

1LT Desais 3. Paintor

3P5 James ri.culus

3P4 Frank L. Freecls

0l Paul ¥. Larson

DECLASSIFIED
Authority /. y
ty_27 HARA Date J-32 44

CONTREVBROINIEMIVO Y a8 i e e

21 Oct 65
21 Oct 65
21 Oct 65
21 Oct 55

27 May 66
30 Nov 65
27 daw 56
29 lar 56
20 Dec 65
29 Mar 56
30 .ov 65
30 tiov 85

30 iov 56

. 16 Mar 57

23 Hay 87
16 Mx 87

19 .‘.'1)1‘ 58

LN

19 .ipw

&

1 9 ;".;)r

19 Jpr

¢

19 APr g




6. 0l Hsrberi Hayashida 19 dpr 68

7. SP, John R. Brooks 19 or 68 .

8. 3P4 Oran E. licCardol 19 Spr 66

S. 1LT Pred 0. Pratt 25 Aug 68

10, ¥O01 Williwm P. Harwood 8 sep 56
11. WOl Redlich S. Koppel & Sep 6&
1?. Y0l Richard C. Pugh 26 Dec 56

13. B8P, James V. Puiahazy . 24 Jun 55
14. PS5 Wllion Hater 6 Feb 68 '
15. 8P Edward Hilan 4 Mar 68

16, 8Py Jamos dwonn 4 by 63

17. SoG Robort Pinkston. . 13 Mar 68

199 (

1. 01 Ronld iiclary 3 Jan 8 ;
2. SP4 Richard See S Jon 59

3. %0l T2rry L. Crawford 27 Fa'. 69

4. 5P5 Armando Ramirosz 23 tin: 59

5. PFC 3-ntiagoQuinitana 23 Ma (9

6. SPS Rich . Hederis . 5 Yov 59

7. SP5 John i, Payne 5 tiov (9

8.‘ 3P/ Richa d G. Dauer 5 Fov 09

essseses tiais history dedicuted to tue men of the
155th; to those who fousht ~nd livid and to those who fougnt wa’ died,

o

to ihose who have imch and to those who gava all.

DECLASSIFIED
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Citp CONETLL

Cvap Corvell, home of the 155%h Avintion Co (A1), and the facilitics and
atmosyiwne 1t orovidern rxe loaoely reuvoniihle for thv success of the 155the
Phe 155th Commany asxean, desimmed for tactioal convenience, is almnlant with - -
banana irees, flowering planins and in genoral has a sreen tanden~lile atiaosphere,
These are three up-to-date, well equinied clubs in tihe comauy ares to nrovide
entextaimiont and relaxation for the westonmel of the connany, Sporits facllities
axe pwesent within the area, affoiding nesmioimel the oortunity to »lay soft-
hall, baskeihall, and volley hall, liost treaswred of the recreation-orionted

facilities is .'i:hc lazse owirviipg pbol Jocated in tihe contor of the 155th area.

A cool nwim after a hard, hot doy is one of the bent morale tuildern available, P
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REGYOMAL AMALYSIS
TERRATN ' |

The II Corps Tactical Zone, in which Ban Me Timot is located and in which
the 155th Aviation Company renders the majority of its support, covers an aresa.

of 32,725 aquarc miles ar A9% of the land area of South Vietnum, Its vestern

border is 342 miles long and in common with laos and Cambodia, The castern

bo:r.'dm'*is approximately 400 niles of coastline bordering the South China Sea.
The sroa is 40’ miles wide in the north and 342 miles vide in the south, This
aree is politically divided imto the provinces of Xontws, Binh Dinh, Ploilm ' .
P Bon, and I’{m Yon in the 22nd ARVN Division 'l.!act:leal Zone, and Darlac, Kanh "

Toa, Quasig Due, Tuyen Duo, Hunh Thuan, lam Dong, and Binh Thuen in the 23rd
ARVH Dvision Pactical Zone, (;eocmphiw.ny, this area may be divided imto
three major areas,

1 The coastnl plain i3 a narrow atrip of long flat, ofton marshy terrain
not more than twenty miles wide from the sea inland, This area is formed by a
serics of mumerous river deltas interrupted by a rock ridge line ruming
stocply to the sec, This area is almost cntirely under cultivation, with
four rice orops a yonr.

2, Tho moutain region extends from north to south almost the errtire
length of the II Corps Tactical Zome. Rlevation range from 3,000 to 8,000
foet, with the castern ulopes quite steep and the western more gradual. Rain
forests cover three quarters of thic crea with most of the romainder covered
with open, deciduous growth, Cultivation is limted to small, cleared arcas
on relatively flat land. Flying in thist nren is vory hezordous with forced

. landing arcas practically non-cxistant, ccilings frequontly very low and winds
unprediectaile.

3, The platcaun region is located west of the mountains and is comprised
of the Xontum Platcau in the north and the Darlac Platean in the south, This
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reglon hes altitudos ranging from 1,00 to 3,000 feet with gently rolling
hills and much open aren. Where the coil iz not wder cultivation, 2 thieck
grovth of grase, to a heisht of cight to ten feet, covurs the ground, Where
adequate drairnge is provided, this aren will support four vegetable crops
yearly. | . | .

’ The princiial cities of this arca are Phon Thiot, Phan Rang, Nha Trang,
a;xd Qui Fhon on the coastal plaini Dalat in the mountaing; and Ban Me Thmot,
Ploiku, aqd'w on the platerus, Tho major routes of this aren aro:

Route #1 Saigon - Pamng (coastal route)

Route #11 Dalat ~ Phan Rang

Route i#14 Seigon - Brm Me Thuot ~ Ploiku ~ Kontum

Route #19 Pleiku - Qui Nhon

Route :#20 Saigon - Dalnt

Route #21 Ban He Thuot ~ Nha Trong

The Republic's major rail line parallels Route #1 along its entire longth
vith one epur line frem Phan lang to Dalat. The logistiocal and communications
complox at Cam Ranh Bay is looated hoitween Phan Rang and Fha Trang, .

WEAT:IR

Weathor throughout this aroa con be divided inte the summer monsoon,
June through September, and the winter monsoon, Hovember through April, with
the months of May amd Cetobor as poriods of transition. During tho swmmer
monsoon the wind is poutlwesterly, cousing cloud buildups on the western
slopes of the mountaing, This results in o ralny season for the platcaus and
mountainous areas during the summer nonthe while the coastal provinces have
clear skiecs and good flying weathor, The wintor monsoon brings a northeaste
erly flow with the conditions reversod. The coastal yrovinees of Binh Thuan
and Nhin Thuar arce little affected by either monsoon and have genorally clear

weather the year roum,
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Average reinfall in the mountnin and ploteau arcms in 90 inches, and
on the coastal piain e7 inches. Tho tempernture on the coastal plain ranges
from the mid TO's to the high 80's during the roiny scason and low 80's to
high 90's during the dry season, Tho mountoing and plateaus oxporionco
tomperatures from tho mid 60's to mid 80's during the wet season, and low
60's to low 80's during tho dry scason, Winds are normally gusty at 10=15
knoés with vologity incrensing with sltitude, Surface winds up to 25 knots
arc frequently encountered.

INDIGEMOUS -POMIM

The II Corms Tnctical Zone has o population of approximately 2,5 million
poopls, ox just ovor 20& of the population of the Ropubliec of Viotmam. The
wajority of this populatioix is located along the ceastal plain in the vicindty
of tho cities. The majority of these neople aro m:c.

The mountain and nlateaun regions aro inhabited chiefly by Montagnard
tribvesmen, Therc are thirty-nine mnjor tribos and some 150 subordinate
tribal groups of these peoplo living in the highlands of Vietnam, Cambodin and
Laos. Ben Mo Thuot is the traditional ecapitol of these people. The II Corps
Arca is inhobited by anproximetely 500,000 Hontagnards, Tho largest tribe
in this region is the Rade, vwhose influonce extends from Kontum to Ben Mo *

Thuot,
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17 In Vietnam = 19569 = The Enewy
1 Jannxy - 31 Mareh
The new yoar started off with a hans: at Caglrp Coryell, in lm?pimt with
the oxpected pre-Tet offensive, At 2100 hours on 2 Jarmary 1969, Camp Coryell .
came under itz first hostile attaci: of the yoar vhen ton :oundsn of G2wa momrtar
fire fell on or near the comons, This atiack resulted in neg).ti?'e caswltien ‘
or damare to equimment or siructures, On 3 Jamwary, ot O150 howrs, 1683. than

five howrs aftexr the first ctiack, fowr rovnds of B-A0 rockets miruck the come

pound, alaso wvith nerntive damnn or casanliies,

nod an;y, Car: Coxyell azpin come wmdor enemy mortar attacl, fourteen
rounds of A2me nortars stonck the compond from unlmown enemy nositions, Siy
WE1-I's were damaned. and one vehicle darmeped in the attacly, Attacked agnin ‘
on & Jamuary at 2510 howrs, by an wnlmown size enemy force using 02w mortars,

twnt:-' rounds atruck the compound, damering tiweo structures and wowmding two
non, one of vhom died as a remlt of hin womas.

During; the wonth of Pevrmunny, Couvy Coryell wnn relatively free from cnemy
attacks. However, on 23 Fehwuary, at 0100 koi=s, 30 rowmds of 82m mortars
impacted on the compound from umlnown onemy localions, Negptive damnse ros-
ultod "frop this attacl,

In Harel the temio niclnd vp arpin, with'Camp Coxyoll receiving six mor-
taxr and roclet attaclm, The fisot on A March, occuwred at 23510 hours. "Bwenty
gortars wore fired with no camvclties and no dwawse., Iater that night, on 5
March at 0130 hourn, fourticon rowxis of 7%9mn rccoilless were roceived, dam-
ariny five aircraft, Af 2145 houws on 12 karch tho 155%h agnin onm'wm.er.
1i-ht attack, 'Homtivo camnie meavliod firom the two BeA0 roclels received,
The same nicht, at 0045 howrs on 15 Maxrch, ve wone atiack agnine This time
seven rounds of 02mwm morinns strucl: the compound, resuliing in damasie to §
W~1H's anc UN~1C,

Cn the morning of 21 llarch at 0130 howrn, fifteon Tovnds of Tfam recoilesn
rifle landed in the compound, damging one Ul~1C, On Sunday, 235 March, the
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155 wag attacled in the widat of o com ax oy, .8 Darnonnel were broil:lx}(:
stoals and opening beer, six sovndn of 122mm rockets lonfed in the. compound..
Four enlisted men wore wounded dwning this attoel.

During the entire year of 1963, Cam; Coryell cane wndes attaclk 20 times,
Muring the querter 1 Jamuaxry to 31 liareh 59, thore were 12 ey attacls di-
rectod at Camp Coryvell,a 4035 quartarly ineronse,

TR w20 vavn vy 1g

TR STLRGAN gy

SIAMHOUY WNOLLYN THL 2V AIDNO0MAIU

Q3HISSY1930




155 in Vietnen 1959 - The Missjon
1 Jomwury = 31 linreh

The 155th LZviation Commpeny Mrins the pestiod 1 Jaxmoxy - 31 March 69 cone ,

timued to nrovide supmert for the 23rd ATVY Alvision and other wnits with op- B s

orations in Ien Don.', Daxrlec, Tuyen Duc, Fhanh Hor, and Thu Bon mrovinces.
In addition, the 155th suprorted Special Farces, and 4th Infantry Divi-
sion clements in the Pleilu~Kontwm Frovince acon, .
| IHgigts of £46 pariod weres AR
On the third of Jz}nnsrya 155 airernft oxashed inte a mountain botween ‘ )
Ban Me Tlmot and Dalat, after soing I in lov clovds, The pilot dind in tlm'
erash and the airerafi commndor, erowchiof and sumner wre soriowsly injueed.

On 5 Yooy the 155th marticimatnd in a mitibatialion combat assonlt
just north of Jan He Thuot. Providing tem nlicls and four une, the conpany
c.i.rl:!.ftc:‘. 611 4roons in 30¢ norties in supvert of the 2%5rd ARV Divinion and
2/35, Ath Infantry Divieion.

On 17 Jemuary the 155th mrovidod ndne nlicln and two rams to the AS5th

ARVY Regdimont, 275 ARVIP Division for a combat asacult south of Jan Me Thuot,
. The assavlt ws continued on 18 Jamuary beecvse of wraiher delays the weeviovs
day with six slicly: and two qamn. The 15580 lifted 1041 txoonn in 46 soxrties
during the two doy oneration, Following w» with doily logdastio and mm pupo-
;:ar'l:, the 155th Ralcons wene czeditod with § onony K1100 By 2ivernft and four
strueturen deniroyed.

Dwring the Janvary - forch quact x, the 155th wovidad cembat assavlg
myvort to mits of I-25 (SF) and A5th Inforizy Regbnent (A0VE) in amean neax
Gia Fghin, Fhon Co, Duc Ich, Inc fhimm, Bu #rang;, Duon Io, Buon Block, and
Quang Fhdeu, The remuli of e 155 supaoit activitiecs for the cvarter ending
%1 Yaxoh axec ns follows, -

niouT FIC.AY 6,255

SCGELSS TLOWMY 21,517

PAS: S HOERGS 32,015
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Crovth Of The 159
1 Jamuary - 31 Haxch 1969

In order that the 155th lmen wp v:l.th the cver=inorensing workload and
provide for optimwm suwppmort cz2:ebility, in addition to immroving conditions
for asgirmed personncl, the followin srro-rams nnd projocts woere initiated
during this quasrter, | |

Ponesweiming of the refueling arca and airstrip

Contimwed irpwovement in perimetor dnfensos

Stcppcd up hunlr: conotruction

Ronova’lion of the company dayroom

Zovweoion of Oth Hnd Dot ledor-tesy feilition

Teroaned omphasic on nersonnel troining progrom

Initintion of nisht Nicht training prorxan to increase cach inddve
iduale’ nicht rwoficiency 'md mrovide inoroased evorall mission roadiness

capability.
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155 Tn Victnam 1969 ~ The Encmy
1 Axeil - 30 Jwne

On 6 i;mi) 1959, nt 2420 hours, Camm Coryell came wndor onomy a'xttac!:._
Fourtecon rounds of 082 moviars, fired from wnlnown oncmy locations, siruck
the commowmd,, damecing eirht UN-1H aireraft and two im-qc mmahina, ilso
damned wvere two vohioles,

! Again, on 25 inril, the 155 was the tergot of enomy atteck, 'J..'cn rounds
of 82m mortars struck the compound, damaging four Un.1l aircraft, two
vohicles and two siructurcn.

During the month of lav, Carm Corvell fol) vietim to enomy mortar att-
ack on only two dater, beins 14t three timnn in tho same day in on instence,
On 16 May, at 0005 hours, 14 rownds of 82m: martar struck tho comvound,
fircd from unlmown ponitiona., Threo Ui-1E's and two UE~1C ramshipn wero
éermred at this time, One B wns woundod and medewnecd, ..t 0170 houra,
five rounds of 82ua were recaived, thin time with mngative damagen, Agin,
at 2000 hours, tho 155 received incoming moriarn, 15 in mumbor, In add-
itién, amall armn fire wves dirccted at the compound. The POL ntorage fac-
ility rocoived minox dames: a8 2 resuli,

On 22 My, at 0115 houwrs:, Corp Coryell camo under combined mortar and
sappor attacl, L total of 56 youndn of 50 and 82m mortnras, De40 and D-At
rockets, and 75 reccoillens atiuecl: the compound, L smnl) sappor tcam en-
tored the compound in th. PilE aren, and were able to damsne or destroy
cight nhiructures and nine vehiclen, Two aireraft received mijor dampe,
and two received minor Amiasm, Ono eivilinn smard wan slistly wouwnded.

June of 69 wan the firct wmonth ninec Seviembor of 58 that ‘!:ho onomy
failed to attack Camp Coryell, The 155 rovained alort, howevar, becaunc

of the contimwos attacks on Ban Me Thvot City and outlying arcae,
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15571 IN VIETHAEM 1969 - 10T MISSION
1 ATRIL - 30 JUID

In April, the 155th flow its aivcraft in its narmal support role for
units throughout II Corns Toactical Zone,

The sccond half of .pril, howovor, wna muked by o trommdous upsurge
of cnomy activity., This rcsulted in the 1?5'!:!\ providing a.iromft for 22
combat assaults for B~23, (SF) 45 Rogimont, 23rd ARVE Division, and Darlac
Soctor, The 155th alno bogan supporting B-50 Spocinl Fareos in their op-
crations., Most of tho support for Tonk Porce VWood, oporating in the vic=
infty of Bu Prang, camc from the 155th,

- ¥y broutht about the cnd of our support to Task Force Wood, with
155th “Stageconch® Hlicks and "Falcon" Gunohips romoving tho last of TI's
troope from the Pu Prong aren on 18 May. Atotnl of 1? combat nsooults were
conductod throughout My in nupport of TF Wood, 2 MSF, B-23 (5 SFG) and
45 Rogiment (2? ARVE Division). )

On 23 May, three chipn supporting B-50 (SF) werc hit by grownd fire,
ecauning onc to be a total locs with the loss of two crovmombers and two
paasongers, The company had o total of eight aireraft domrged on combat
missions in My, )

During the month of Junc, in addition to stendy dnily support of wnite
in its nowmal arca of oncrntions, the 155th providod afrcxnft for a total
of 16 combat anagnlis, The largest of these occured on 21 Jyne, vhon the
155th mrovided 5 slicks and two muna, moving over 900 troops to an arca
southweot of Ban Mo Thuot,

The 155th alno provided two Stoaceonch slick: ond two Mcqn gunshipo
in support of daily intellirmmecegmthoring "Sniffor" operationn, ' .

Llthough Camy Coryell did not come wnder cnomy attack in Juno, Ban

Mo Thuot City and outlying hamlots and inctallations were hard hit by the
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oncmy, Thepo attacks nccennitated the loumching of four gunshins and o

flarc ohip on round=tho-clock support of the bosioged villagen South of

Ban Mc Thuot at Iec Thicn. ) .
During onc of the nisht support missiona, o commnd and control aire

craft with novera)l pecsengors on boord ran into IJFR conditions on approach
to Ins Thion airstrip. The airc;nft orashod inte tho lake and overturncd,
Miznoulously, no onc was injurcd, althourh the aircraft wac complotely
destroyed. In a daring rescuc, the 155th commendor hovered near the wrocknd
aireraft and allowed the wet survivors to hocrd his M.

Statistico for support prfyvidnd April-Junc 1969, cre ns follows:

Sortics 19,838
" Bours 6,968
Coxgo (Tons) 210
Paasongars 32,639
Enemy KD A
Structures Dentroyed 13
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1559E TN VIRITLM 1969 - TID COMPARY
1 APRIL - 30 JUIE

The 155, during the socond quarter of 1969, aid much wark zimed at
improving living and working conditions for ite assirmod porsommnl at
Camp Coryell, Some of the more significant immovenentn woros

The COC (Combat Opcrations Comter) was renovated and furthor imotected
with a chain link fonee,

A1l the structuvres on Hoat wore conmlotely repaintod,

Flare note were inmtalied to licht tho rumy at nisht.

All the provetnemic wore topped with 55P,

The dg.tentxive porinctor ws atrongthomed vith additional wire barricrs
and the introduction of a ;50 Caliber mrchine mmn on top of the “ir Force
obscrwation towrr,

. Thay nov bunters vore conntructed so thet thore is sufficiond bunkex
gpace for all peraomncl during attackn,

The rovetment arca and many arecas of tho enntomment aren wnre roe-
murfaced with venoorime,

A man chombor wos constructed for gpn mank tostn,

A 25 motor small arma test firing ran:e wa instituted,

& new dayroom van built and stochrd with raerentional cquipmont and
books,

The eompany avimiing nool, inactive foir the past year, was relined,
refilled, and the area aromnd it was revaved,

It wvas officially rcopencd the last week in May, with 155 Commndor!
Fajor Bobby L Moorns, beinr the first to take the plomysr, To hin mepret,
he forgoet to ot his clothen off in timc, _ :

The above immrovements plun additional intermal improvemenis in on-

arations, administration, rnd the scxvice nlatoon, heloed to increase the
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pride of tho individual in his wit and fuarther mission nccompliniment,

On 25 Junc 1959, Major Bobhyr L licore ralinquinhcd command of tho 155th
Aviation Company (L)t Hol) 4o Major Dean M Owen, formorly assisned to
IFPW hoadguoartora, The chenge of comnnnd coxomony w hn':\.d at Camy Cm':y!':ll
Va.nd wan attonded by dignitarien of the 23rd ARVN Division, Darlac linctoer,
Dotachment B-23 (5th tinecial Forces Groun), Colonel Nolnenm Malone, Comande
ine Officar of 17th iviation Groun (Combat), and LEC Dovie L Stanlcy, 10th
Avintion Betialion (Combat) Commnmdes, Majar Moorc wns prenented thoe

Bronze Star for Sorvice and the Viaths\mne Cronn of Gellantry,.
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155TH I VITMAN 1969 - THR ENFMY
1 JULY = 30 TETTEMBER

Aftor a poriod of soven wecks without an onomy attnck on Crunp Coryoll,
the longeot period of respite thoe 155 had seen in two yoars, the night qu."lot
wao agpin brokon by incoming rounds, On 23 July at 2333 hours, five B-40
rockete :\nd ton 82mm novters struek the conpomd, Due to increascd bunker
“faciliticu, ~nd the ovordwe naturc of tho attack, the rownds inflicted no-
otive damge to personnel or cquipmont,

Agnin, thore was a lmg_poriod without cnomy attack on Camp Coxryoll
in July and August, Finally, the compound was attacked on 12 Augugt, Barly
in tho‘mning, ~ total of 37 roundn ctruck the compornd, landing not only
in the corral and duothowl but in the billeting arcan as woll, Ton D=40
roclnts and 27 A2mm mortarn impactod, ca\miné dnmage to four UH-1H'a, and
onc UH-1C, ton atmctures, ~nd four vohiclen, Elovon porsomnel worce ‘
wounded during the attnolk, Frlecon gmships and n flareship were lnunched,
but boenuac of diffioulty oncountored in getting clearance to fire, ro-
turned with nesntive resmdito,

The 155 wna not subjoet to cnomy attack during the cntire month of
Scptomber,

In lnte Augast and onxly Soptembor of 1960,_1'.1}0 155-pupported arcos
of Bu Frang and Due Iap were the targota of a long, hnrd-hitting offensive
by the cneny. Duc Iap in particulrr wnn the foezl point of cnomy nctivity
in the 155th's arco of uch'x\tion.': during thnt yeor,,

AY) sourcca of informrtion mithored thua far in 1969 indicated that
the onory wng planning a 1969 offennive nimed onco An'.@.\in at Due Inp.

The cnd of the swsx monsoon and the boginning of the wintor m&nsom
brought about o great incrennc in cnomy activity in ].:';rco pexts of the 155'c

arca of oporation, Although the rainy weathor precluded any lorge scale
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cnemy activity during July and Lugnt, townrd the ond of Soptombor tho loage
oning rainfall afforded the onery proater onsc of mobility, as was ind=

jeatod by large troop buildups in the border arcro West and Southwost of .
Duo Iap. '
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155FH T VITTHAM 1969 - TI08 MISSIOR
1 JULY - 30 SEPTEMBER

An oncmy buildup quite similar to that which occurcd just befare the
battle of Duc lap in 1960 bad becn cvidenced by intelligemce roports roo-
cived from the Duc Iap « Bu Prang aron,

To inercanc our infmm?.tim conoorning cnomy aetivition in the arocas
anound Bu Prang and Duc lap, the 155 eonducted mwmeroun smiffor minsions
in thooc arcas in support of the 23rd ARVN Division and B-23 (Spocial Farcen),
Much valwable intelligonee wan gathored ond wany significant nightings
wore mnde, Scveral ground opcrationﬂ.vcrc conducted by the supparted wmits
ac o rosudt of therne nniffer ‘ﬁndinm, with good reoults,

Az a rosult of informtion gnthorod regexding o probable cnesy offene
sive in the Due Iap aren, the 155 wac becoming Wingly committod in
an attompt to provide adequate support to the wnits in the Ban Mo Thuot
support zone, Duc to increnncd mission requirements, the 155 wns given
operational control of an muny as twonty additional ajreraft du.ring.tluls
poriod, This wore than doubled the minnion cugnbil:lti-s.of the 155, but
put the 155 oporations undor a severe strain ng a result,

July also marked the retwm of the company's support to B-50 oporations.
In addition a comitmont to 2nd, 3rd, and 5th MSF (Mike Strike Porec) wns
added at this time.

The resupply, sniffer, D-50, and commnd and control requircmentn
placcd on the 155 at thic time preclunded sumporting any great numbor of
combat accaults. A totnl of 27 wore conducted within the July-3optember
quartor. Somc 91‘ the highlightn of thin noriod: )

On 18 July, nfter being inserted by 155 aircraft south of Ban Me Thuot,
two IRRP toams come into contact with an cnemy force, One Stepecoach and
two Falcons wore dispatched to the areca. One gunnohip roceived damgoe from
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geomnd fire but the Fleon teom wne eredited with 13 cnemy killed by afir
during the actifm. .
On 25 July, vhile mpportit_lg four slicks on a B=23 troop movement, -
a pair of 155 gunshipa cpended, ldlling five cnecmy soldiors.
The month of August ws marked by the intonaive increese of miffor
operations conducied for intelliponce gnthering purposes., Two sets of oD~
jffcer misoions were run dadly in and around Darlae and Queng Duc Provinces.
Theoe mizaionn were given high prioritics due to the nced for gathoring

ag mach intclligence ac poasible on oncmy movemonts and activities., Ale R

though hnmpored by dotoriorating wonther conditioens, the results of theso ; o
missionn proved loter to be of groat assistance in planning for the coming 3 B R R T L
onomy oi’ftmoivn. ,

In Secptember the 155 wan again given the somaitment to support B-50

operationn, Four sliclks ~nd four sunc wore provided onch dny for the one
tire month for this miusion,
As in July and fwusit, Scptember was chhrncterized by the nrenence
* of o preat mumber of aircrnft from throushout II Coxrps onerating in the
" Ban He Thuot aren, bThi.-; wan duce to the need to provide inereancd tnctienl
and logintical aviation cunport to wnito operating in the Du Prang - Gia
Nehia - Duc Inp trinngle, Conoequently, an mnny as 35 aireraft from othor
units were working in the Bon Me Thuot aren, with 155 operations acting
or controlling ngency, placing an additional workload on the 155 for opor-

ationnl and mainten ancce ~upport,
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155TH T VIRDILN 1969 - T COMPANY _ e
1 JULY - 30 SEPTRADER L

The 155th continued in its cffortec to improvo facilitics and con-
ditions for its personncl duwring this quarter, Somc of the notabloe ime

provementas x Ce ‘

0ld and intdequate bunkors were torn down and roplaced with new and v
ﬁls.raor structures,

7 Conexrcte pavenont wns pourcd to conncet all living arcas with a paved
surfaco,.

A now above surfnhce miniport nrca was comstructed Yo roplnoe the old
wndorgreund system, A single line nystom with soven UB-1 and onc CH-47
rofucling atotions wno put in use, The miniport now heo o 20,000 gallen
eﬁ;mity,.

Fonovation of the dog kevnels in antieiprtion of the roturn of a K9
socurity dctachnnt,

.Construction of gurrd bunkern alone tho south perimocter fence,

Installation of n mingficld incide the northeast porimeter,

An interior guard tower wns equinped with a 50 ealiber machine gun G R
and a xenon light, , !

Rewiring of all hillots. o

Morale during this third qunrtor deorcancd to a cortain dogree, This
wa caused by scveral factors, The HCO-IEM club was closed in carly August
duc to monagement difficultics, lenving the onlisted porsonncl without fo-
cilitics for recreation during offw-duty hours,

Additionnlly, many ships and crovs fror othor wnits were otaying with
the 155 on an indefinite "RON™ basis, The prescnee of thesc "OPCORY -crown
cronted n cortain cmount of firiction between the mon, Most of thoso pro- )

blems were quickly rcsolved by introducing additional billoting fncilitios.
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Llthough perhaps a contrndiction in torms, the abocnco of the al-

ways cu:poctod cnony attneks on Camp Conyell made for an wnensy timo of

witing. H?mcr, as oxternnl cnony activity incrensed, so did morcle -

and spirit, with the mon of the 155 anticipating pg.rticipatim in the

tactical defemoe of the Ban Me Thuot - Duc lap aren, )

Daring thio noriod, a new sct of requiremonts wan dovined fox the o

wrding of AC (Afrernft Commndor) erders, Sineo the wnit is safoty

mindod,‘and a dircet parallel to aviation anfoty and nilot proficicncy can

be made, the roquircuents for beeoning an airernft cormnnder wore brond-

cned tot

300 Hourc In-Country

Five Hours Minirmn Nisht finc

Pive Hours Of Lood Time

A Minimu Of Two Maintainanee Test Flights

A Grado of 90% Or Dotter on Ench Of Two/Dnsh-Ton Tosia.

An Afreraft Commonder Cheelridc With Conpony Thstructor Pilot

Two Mission Checlrides with Inntrector ilots

This prosrnm proved to be a banis for sinilay nrograms instituted in
mny other avintion uwnits,

The 155th continuned in it tradition of moximm support and hirhest
afrcraft availability within the 10th Avintion Battalion, Avercgoe UH~1H
availability July-tieptenber wos 97.1%. Averago WHe1C aveilnbility for the
pcrioé; wae 96,55,

In addition to the wnique requircnonts and increased wressure placod
on it by the tactical aituation, the 155th yrepared for and passed with a
srtisfoctory rating, the ammual ACI (Anmunl Gonernl Inspection) which woa
conducted on 3 Scptember,

In viovw of the incroasing worklond of the conpany in the aren of tncte

ieal mission support, the pansing of the AGI at this time was a tribute

memxg'

TR ST foany

STAHOUY WNOILYN NiL 1V Q20000041

Q34ISSY193g




to the gonoral stato of prepnredness of the unit,

Statistios for 155 mupnart for the July - September pariod: i
Tours 7,033 .
Sertios 19,191
Passongoxs 29,307
Corgo (Tons) 321
. Baorgency Medovoe 14
Fnomy #111nd By Adx 20
Structuren Destroyed .8 . :
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155 in Vietnam
The Enemy at lione
Ootoher -~ Deocember
The lagt quarier of 1969 lefi Cam Corvell only sli@tl& damaged by the
eneny in relation to the first nine months, » ‘
Although attacked five times duriny the period the compound suffored come
paritively little dmmne.

- On 25 Ociober, in the early morning hours, 15 rounds of 82mm mortars,
fired from unimown rositions, stiuck the compound, The result was two Ui-1HIS
and one UZ=-1C gunshin, two tuildings and two vehicles damazed, Five personnel
were injured, two of whom Toquired medical evacuation, |

"On 10 Hovember, the 155 was arnin attacked. Eight B-40 rockets and 17
02ma mortars siruck the compound, damaging one Ull-1H, five structures and one
vehicle, and wounding six persormel,

Pho compound was attacked three more times duriny the quarter, on 16, 25,
and 30 November, All tirec attacks resulted in negative damege, although a

total of 37 mortar roumds impacted in the 155 area.
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155 T' VIMI6IT ~ 1966
I RUTLDOP <373 074 TARTESLVISTION SUPROLP NP U5 e

OCTU: Y, CHE T B

e t? e ~:;rm§md.ovs increnge in enory activity during the first port
of Ootober, and due to the buildup of r?smu‘cen and the strenc;then:i.na of
the defenmive posture of friemdly wnits, it is Smpoan:'lble at this time to
divide the mission pexrformed from the enomy situation,

P?llwing is a background of fyriendly efforts to meet the coming off-
ensive, included to offer a complete picturc in order that the roader may
fully wnderstand the gigantic pgcpoa:t:lcna of the proparations made, It
must be remembered that the 155, being the local'mit and main provider
of aviation support in the Duc Iap-Bu Prang area, playod o significant role
in the building of a succesaful defense against the soon-to-come cnemy
onslawht,

The weather has been the mout significant z::':!rml Detor erlnting t?
the buildup of encmy forces. The mmaer nonsoon, and the rain it brings,
contixme@ through August and Scptombor, hindering any large scole enamy
activity, Ooctober broucht with it pood weather and'a tromendous upsurge
in cnemy activity throughout .the aron of operntions, and ospecially in the
arcas around Bu Prang and Duc Iap,

Intelligonco roports indicated massivoe Luildwps of enemy forces
along the westerm boundry of Quang Duc sector botweon Bu Prong and Fhon
Cos Ioxrpge sizo encry units wore reported in Cambodia north of Bu Preng
and west of Duc Iep. |

Great omphasis was put on gothering further information in these areas,
Thio ws accon?linhcd by conducting two scpernte dnily sniffor miosions
around Duc Inp, Bu Prang, and arcas south in an cxtension of II Coxrps known
ag the "Death Valley of Bu Gin Map"., Intolligonce gothering by the 155
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contimied in an attonpt to fix loeations and sizer of inddvidwrl cnemy units,
The quostions of the intentions of the enory were rmnw:'red on 22
October whon it decame clear thot tho onomy wes on tho move. Inwpe sisc
units moved across from Cambodin into positions south of Du Prang and south -
of Duc Inp., Iarge wmits wore still masing along the Cambodian border nosing
o substantial :'.rt:!.llary and standoff attnck throat to fha outposts o;f Bu
Pra:n;,' and Dec Inp.
On 25 October the onomy bogan his offensive. The ontire soqumoce of

cvents follm: . ,

Onc of the 155-supported wnits in tho axan, 5/22 Axtilloxy, in prop-
arntion for the offensive, milt six ﬁromc.m in the Duc Inp-Bu WSB S
Fehin tritnglo. Thoir roaitions oan bo detormincd from tho mgm. Thoso ﬁ,f' B
firc support bnsecs wore muicd: Fire support beaecs Dory, Helon, Susan, . . .
Amnic, ¥ito and Martdn, Thoso fircbases provided swppert for Bu Prang and T f} Co
Due Inp. 3

Vork on those firebises bogon in enrly Septomber and continued throoghe _
out October, Initinl work was hampered by mrginel woothor and the aiff- ) ‘ { i
iolty of proviiing contimous Chinook supnart to transport londs and eq- B A
uipnont,

Armnic and Ivie were sot wp wvithin gix kilometers onch of Bu lh:-mc.
thile these fircbascs could provide artillery support for Bu Prang, it Ige-
care cleaxr thnt they would be vulnarable to any dcternined encomy nttack,

In addition overything deponded on rosupnly by adr beeauwse the ronds were
not secure cnouch for tranunmort. Scewrity for theme firobases was provided
by CIDG (Civilian Irrcauler Defonse Croup) anit olenentn of the Mike Strike
Forces, All units in the arca of operations were undex the control of the
23»d AVF Division and o divisional Li:ht Cormvnd Post wes get up nt Gia
Nghin, B-troop, 7/17 Cawmlry ws nssimod the nission of conducting S o
"Hunter-Killexr" oporations in the Bu ProngwGin Hehia cxen., Thus the stage .
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ws got for wvhat developed dvrding the Iant paxt of October,

The 155 and scveral other wnits in tl‘\c 10th nnd 52nd Avintion Batie-
alions wero now rosnonsidle for insorting, oxchangdng and supporting the
troops at thosc now fixroboses.

On 25 October, the cnomy bogan his offonsivo, Holon (the fircboses
ennc 0 be lmown by the mrefix 12 for londing zonc) oﬁuo wnder attsu'sk'by
:\."mxlti‘ba'i‘- tlion sized wnit wideh had begun erossing the dborder on 22 Oct-
ober, Persomnel and cquipment were axtmactod in total from IZ Holan on
29 October by the 155 and OICON wnita. During the m:tmotion_a lrxgo sise
cneny foree ngnin atinelnd the IZ inflicting honvy ensmltics. The ox-
traction s comploted on the 29th and that affornoon o rezinontal sizo
cnomy olemont moved into Holen and clnimed it ns thoirs,

During this time 12 Amnic and 12 Kate were boing throatenod by anothor
roginontel cize wnit. 155 Str:'ocmch airernft cm:rtinuod to ke nedovaen
under heavy fire at these fircbnupa, On the 30th, ILZ Maartha wes o de ro-
noved to reinforcc Duc Iap and beonuse it wus wmder constont semll crms
attoeks On the cvening of the 30th lhrthn ws reloented to Duc Inp by air-
eraft of the 155 and OPCON units wnder henvy noetar fire. Bvory tino a
ship cane in to renove troons the IZ.ma pounded with enony nortarq. The
troops were noved inte LZ Milke Snith, ~ nev FSB loca'i;m} in e Iap,.

1z Kate then beenane the mejor target of the emeny. Enory .50 ?nlibcr
and 3T antiaireraft positionn wore cetive all around the fircbase, and
they took their toll of airermnft, At 0930 hours on 30 October Knte oame
under suotained cnory sromd attack by at loast 500 HVA (Horth Vietonnese
Arny regulars),

Tuo Jokrr swmshing fron the ASth Aviniion Conpany were diverted to 12
¥rtes One Joker wan shot dowm, cmnhed 2nd was destroyed, There were no
swevivors. During that sanme day, three additionnl gmships and 1 CHE-AT wore
hit by eneny yround firc in the vieinity of Knto.
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The situation deteriorated rapidly and on the 31st Kate was low on
food and emmunition.

Aircraft were not able to ge' into Knta due to hoavy ground firs and
mortars. One CH-A7 wes hit b heavy ground fire and had to abort its emer-
gency resupply, dropping its load in the junglo short of K:te,

Thus tho stage was get for an emergency night resupply into Kate. At

. 0200 in the mording of 1 November, five slicks and four gunsaips from tae

155th Aviation Company departed Bun ke Thuot for LZ Kate. Xach slick carried
1,000 pounds of the much needed rosupply.

Under ‘covor of darkness and heavy roprassiva firo by th: gunships, the
slicks mnde the resupply without incident. Tho month of Octolber ended with
Li's Annie and Knte still under seige and the camps at Bu Prang and Duc Lap

undor eminent danger of gttack.
On 1 Fovember, LZ Kate began receiving contimous artillery fire from

Cambodia., In uddition, the enemy was conducting massive gound and mortar
attacks., On tha aftarnoon of the first, aftor all of Katds big guns were
damngec or dastroyed Ly enemy artillery, tho FSB was declared no longer
capable of operntion. The decision was made to ovacuate Kate.

The 155 airlifted two companies of the 5th MSF into an area one kilometor
northwast of Kate on tho night of the first., Tho troops at Kato succassfully
wulked out and unitoed with these units., Immodiatoly after the uvacuation of
Kate, 155 and OPCOM units extructed LZ's Annie and Susan, also while under
contimous firas,

On 2 Novembor, whila 155 sircraft werc providing supprussive fire for a
coMy that hnd boen ambushed just northecst of LZ Dory, an emargoncy call

wont out to all avintion support in the Duc Lap orea.
While on a "Huntor-Killor" reconnaissancs mission north of LZ iHolen,
two obsarvation helicopters (Loachs) and one Cobra of the 7/17%1 Cavalry had

teon ahot down within mimitas of each other. A1l aireraft in the area rospond--
ad. Cavalr; ground troops were inserted and one pilot was extracted.
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One pilot died in the crash, and two pilots and two olsorvers were captured
by the cnemy, (One pilot and one obscrver were roleascd somo time later.)

Later on 2 Novamler, four slicks and two guns from the 155 conducted
an cmorgency resupply of 4,000 pounds of food and amsmnition into LZ Dory,
which was under attack and unable to be supplied by rocd.

The main offensive now shifted to Duc f,np, whore LZ Mike Smith (set up
froa the extraction of Martha and Kelan), began recaiving 122mm rockets.
Atstho samo time Dok Sak (Ime Lap Spwcinl Forces Compound) rocoived
incoming rounds and rocoilluss rifle fire,

Late in the morning of the 6th, friondly units set up a defunsive
perimetor on tho rim of ths volcano ovarlooking Ben Sar Pe, south of Duc Lap.

,On Novombor 9th while flying a hot resupply into the volceno, two 155
cireraft were hit by .50 caliber fire and B-40 rocket fragmonts, resulting
in on: pilot wounded. lo was later roturncd to CQEUS.

On 11 Movembor anothor aireraft was hit by 12.7 mm onti-aireraft firec
southeast of Bu Prang, wounding onz crowman.. Later thot morning one
passenger wed killod and two woundad when their aireraft took hits from 37mm
anti-aireraft firo nsar Bu Prang.

One of the more signiﬁcn;\t actions took placo on 17 Hovembur when 155
Falcon gunsiips oxpended five timus on onomy locations noar ‘u Prong, As a
rasult of Failcon gunship and Tac iir Support, 72 chemy \;v)ra killsd, more
than half of which weve crodited to the Faloons.

In sepurate actions on the 17th, two alcon gunships ruceived damago
from cnomy firc,

On the 21st, Falcon guns expended thras timos on snemy locatiéns, recoiving

cvadit for 23 onumy killod by air. During this action throa gunships wore
hit by grouwad firc.
On 22 ilovemler, two Fnleon gunships on standby at Gi: Hyhia wore called

to Duc L:p whers thuy ongagoeu onemy toargets. Both ships took demage from - e e
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ground firo and tho pilot of ono ship was wounded in tho log, ccusing his
roturn to CORNUS.

On 25 sovombor, anothor 155 ship took hits from ground fire while
resupplying the voleano, wounding the pilot,

Tho activity ~t tho volcano had now roached tho point vhere the
Stage Coach slick performing rosupply to the troops on tho rim would always
roceive ground fire, cithor enrouto to or from the voleuno, or from within
the cantor of thu volcano itself, Lounching out of L2 Mike Saith, thase
rosupply helicoptais had to altur thoir routvs and landing pattorns overy
time thoy ran o mission. There waz;o confirmed .50 callber positions around
throz sides of the voleano, with hoavy sacll arus and troop concontrations
on the fourth sido.

In addition thore was only ono mmll spot on the rim suitablo for
landing and this p.d w:s constintly wrackad with dirget mortar, rockot,
and artillsory ndts. Ap aireinft landing on tho voleano had to bw fast,

If tho cargo couldn't e kicked off or tho woundod loaG! within 27-28 |
seconds, thoy would hava to weit for tha next trip, hocounse witiin 20-30
ssconds aftur touchdown; » mortor round would strike thy pad. liany a Stoge
Conch alrcraft got an added Loost on take-off from the concussion of a mortar
round directly boliind it.

This rosu.pl, and meaevar missioa put the ercows uidor a groat strain,
Going into tha volcuno ns many as four,; five or aix timos im one day undor
thoss not.so-friondl; corditions ,ut tiv craws undor so mmch prossuro that
tha U5 ground commandur insistod that th: erows .o changud G:ilyv so 28 not
to ovortax the swne poople day aftyn day . ' |

On 27 Hovamior, a minship covoring a voleano resupply mission recoived
hervy ground firs and wes forecod to make an emorgency landing Lo onomy

torritory. The crew destroyed the radios und cinhur oquipmoni before baing
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safoly oxtractoed by anothar gunshis., Thoe squnghip vas dustrovod in placo,

On 28 rovomlaer, aiotier pilot frowm tho 155 was wounded when his ship
roc.ived firc on tho volcano,

On 4 Docambor, whilo oxtracting 1 wounded ARV from the volenio,
tho rosupply commrnéd and control helicopt:. draw heavy ground fire,
vounding a pilot.

It must be romomberced tﬁat tho battloe of Pu Prang -~ Due Lap was o
full scole offort by tho enomy., Although not muntionod in this history,
the svonts and circumstaicss surrounding all operation; 28 Octobor - 28
Docambor roguirad aviators .wd erows to duily risk thoir l:ist in on offort
to provida suoport to tho Leseigéu firebases and outhosts.

Mhny more modoevaes than are rocorded were asctually flowa. Hany more
unai;y woro killed thw the Frlcou.;x wors given crodit for, This is a rosult
of the fluid manouvoring of both friendly and shomy units,

The constant ocnomy activity, tha fact that if asked to pull o modavac
a Stege Conch ajreraft wonld go into an aron that had boon tho torget of
over 200 cnuidy artillory rounds th:t day, the fact that though onoumy mortars
ware surc to follow a resupply Ly seconds, nll confirm thxt uader tho most
savere of conditions the 155 5toge Coach-Faleon toam can and will provide
optimum support, without reservation and without delay to tho units which

it sorves.
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155 in Vietnua 1969
The Co:rvany Pulls the Liinsion

The last and by far the tusiest Quurier of 1969 loft in its vale a great
sense of nocomplislment, and a felling of relief that the ordeal of two
unonths vas ovexr. Although acting as controlling agency in conjunction with
Varabond Forward, the 155th overations had handled as many as fifty addition~
al airoraft daily during Movember and Docembexr. This :mt quite a strain on
155 operations,

In addition, the compainy flew more hours than any othexr company in the
10th Aviation Battalion for lonz periods, still maintaining on extremely high
aireraft availability record.

Aythough 28 aircraft from the 159 received domaze from ground fire the
lmwledu;-ie of the enemy and texrain proved to de a major factor in minimizing
dmmare 4o airarnft. Aircraft from other units, in trying to support the 155,
proved that anything less than a complete 'nowled:e of toxrrain and tacties
ereates a danjerous situation, Hour for howr, the 155 took less damaze from
ground fire than outside units unfaniliar with the area of operation.

Statiantioa for 159 sunnort Octoher -~ Necemver

Jours T4503
2 Sorties 19,156

Pnpgengery 35,465
* Cargo (tons) 424

Smersency ledevac T9

Enemy 173 15

Structures destroyed 19

DECLASSIFIED

numoity VD P T4y
oy _27_ nAnA pate 350 44
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Aiveraft avdilability was mointained tlwousl: the quarter

October ~ Deocember averane Wi=T1 availabilityeeecsseeesse 9TT%
Avorage U-1C availability forr 410 107100 WBSeseeesosssss 96,28 .

On 26 December 1969 lMaj Doan ii Owen relinquished cormand of the 155
Aviation Company (Ail) to Maj Gerand i Ludisi, formerly assirmed as Ansistant
Division Aviation O0fficer of the 25th Infaniry Division.

The change of command cesemony was held at Comn Coryell and was attonded
vy dignitaries of the 23 ARVN Division, dexrlnc Sector, Detachmont D-23 (Special
Forces), COL Bill J. “risht, 17th Aviaiion Group (Combnt) Commander, and IPC

Samuel Y, Patollos, Commanding Officer, 10th Aviation Battalion, Hajor Owon
was magxted the Vietnamese Oross of Uallantyy by Colonel XKanh of the 2%rd
ARVY Division.




