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FOREMIORD A

Serving in direct support of the Free Vorld Foroes and the
Army of the Republie of Victnam, the 155th Aviation Company is
similar to the many other aviation units of the same size and
structure, Formed originally as Company A, 1st Aviation Battalion,
1st Infontry Division at Fort Riley, Kansas, the unit arrived at Vung
Tan, Vietnam on 1 May 1965. Moving immediately to Ban lMe Thmot, with
an airoraft complement of 24 UH-1D's, the adveance party was welcomed
by LTC Delbert Townsend, former Commnnder of the 52nd Aviation Bat-
talion.. Aftor much preparation and many tmining hours through which
the mon of Company A became proficiont in the new and demanding toch-
fiique  of flying in a combat zone, the company was declared operational
on 1 June 1965, On 20 Novenber 1965, Company A wans redesignated as
the 155th Avintion Company (air Mobile Light). Unoffieinlly the 155th
was dirccted by tho 1st Avintion Brigade to designnte itself the 155th
Assault Helicopter Company. At that time that designntion was in
effect for all ,ir Mobile Light iviation Companice throughout Viet-
nam, In 1969, the 155th was dirccted to redesignate itself the 155th
Avintion Company (Assamlt Helicopter).

From the first, the 155th!'s two airlift platoons were lmown as
tho Stagecoaches, while the ~rmed platoon was called the Fnleons.
Under these nunies the men of the 155th hnve spread their reputation
for accomplishing their mission while mnintnining the highest of
safoty standards snd aireraft nvailability throughout Vietnam. TFly-
ing from Sanigon in tho south to Dok Iwk in thoe north nnd from the

coastal plrnins to Cambodia, the Stagecoach-Falcon team has flown

N
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over 130,000 hours in support of the illied Forces combating the
throat of Corcuniswm in Southoast Asin.
This history is dodicated to all those men who have served and .
arc serving with the 155th tviation Company and its nttnched units
since its arrival in the Republic of Vietnan, with special tribufe
to thome officers, warrant officers and enlisted nen’ who gave thoir
.lives so thnt the Republic of South Vietnanm and the Free World overy-

vhere my look forward to the future with somewhat of a brighter ray

of hope, ILet us pray that those men did not die in vain,

PFC Michnel E, Daviz
W01 Joseph 3. Huyler
SP5 Villian J. Johnoon

1LT Harold Preisemdefor

WO Fugenoe W. Caswell
l;lo Michael N. Coryecll
'PFC Riohnrd B. Dabney
WO Raymond L. Ford

1‘>m Crogory L. Miller
WO Phillip C. Smith
PFC Jamns VWalkor

WO Wilmor J, Willinghaua

SP4 Jolm W. Wood
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I MEMORIAM
1965

1966

21 Octobexr 1965
21 October 1965
21 Octobar 1965
21 Cotober 1965

27 Mry 1966

30 Novermber 1966
27 May 1966

29 March 1966
20 Docenmber >1966
29 March 1966

30 November 1966
30 November 1966

30 Novumbor 1966
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1967

36T Keith D. Criffin 16 March 1967
W0 Terrance Felson 23 May 1967 :
SP5 James G, Patterson 16 Maxch 1967
1968
WO Willis W, Smith 19 April 1968
11T Donnis E. Painter 19 April 1968
SP5 Janes Miculus 19 April 1968
SP4 Frank L. Preedle . 19 April 1968
WO Prml ¥. Larscn 19 April 1968
WO Herbert Hayashida 19 April 1968
* SP4 John R. Brooks ' 19 April 1968
SP4 Oran B, McCnrxdol © 19 April 1968
1LY Fred 0. Pratt 26 Mgust 1968
WO William F. Haxwood 8 September 1968
WO Redlich S. Koppel 8 Septembor 1968
WO Richaxt C, Pugh 28 Dacenber 1968
SP4 Jamws D. Budahazy 24 June 1968
, SP5 William mister 6 February 1968
"SP4 Eward Milan 4 Mnrch 1968
SP4 Janes Swann 4 March 1968
‘ S5G Pobert Pinkston 13 March 1968
1969
Y0 lionnld McGnry 3 Jamary 1969 -
SP4 Richaxd Sco 8 Jamuary 1969
W0 Terry L. Crawford 27 February 1969
i
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1939 (Contimed)

SP5 Armando Bemiresz
PFC Santiago Quinitann
8PS Rich R. Modaris
SP5 Jchm A. Proyne

SP4 Richard G, Bauer

) 1970
WO Merlin Johnson

WO Dorek Richardscn
11T Jacob L. Kinser
SP4 Wim Goeree

W0 David K. Erenstoft
SP5 Willian R. Rogne
WO Peul E. Dolik

SrS David Eachtignll

SP4 Calvin Serinn

23 ¥y 1969
23 May 1969
5 November 1969
5 Novenber 1969
5 November 1969

20 Lpril 1970
20 April 1970
8 March 1970
8 March 1970
8 Harch 1970

- 8 March 1970

23 February 1970
23 Februaxy 1970
23 February 1970

e « « o+ « this higtoxy is dedicatod to the nen of the

155th; to thuse who fought and lived and to those who fought and

R died, to those whs gnve mch and to thcae who gave all,
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155%H ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPARY

COMAANDERS
HMAJOR GERALD H. LUISI 1 Jaminry 1970 - 15 June 1970
MAJOR ROWLAND G. STEELE 15 June 1970 - 17 Dacermber 1970

CAPTAIN CH:RLES E. MARKHAM 17 Decorboxr 1970 ~ 31 December 1370

MISSION

The mission of the 155th Ansault Helicoptor Company is to provide
genernl air support ns dirccted by the Commnnding Officor, 10th Combat
Asvintion Battalion in support of airmobile operations designed to
pearch out and destry the insurgont cnery and to extend Governmont

2 of Vietnam control of the puopulation.
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AIZA OF OFHIATIONS

Military Region 2, in which Bon Me Thuot is located and in which
the 155th Asamult Helicopter Company renders the majority of its sup-
port, covers. nn aroa of 32,725 squaro milos or 49% of the land aven
of South Vietnam. Its westomn boz'der‘is 342 miles long and in common
with I.ao_s md Cambodin. The castern hordor is approximntely 400 miles
of coastline bordering the South China Soa. 7The area is 400 miles
wide in the ncrth and 342 piles wide in the south. This ares is
politically divided into the provinces of Kontum, Binh Dinh, Pleiku,
Pm Bon, and Pm Yen in the 22nd ARWN Division Tactical Zone, and
Darlas, Knnh Hoa, Quang Duc, Ninh Thuan, lLan Dong, and Binh Thuan in
the 23rd ARVN Division Tactical Zone. Goographically, this aves may
b Avided ints thr. . najor aroas. '

The constnal plain is a narrow strip of long flat, ofton marshy,
terrain net more than twenty miles wide from tho ses inland, This
area is formed by a serics of mumerous river deltas interrupted by
a rock ridge line xmumning stoeply to the sea. This area is almost
entirely under cultivntion with four rice crops a yoar.

The mountain region extends fron north to south almost the entire
length of Military Region 2, Elevation ranges from 3,000 to 8,000
feet with the eantern slopes quite stecp and the western more gradual.
Rain forests cover threc quarters of this arcea with most of the re-
mainder covorod with open, deciduous growth. Cultivation is limited
to small, clenrod aruas on relatively flat land. Flying in this area
i1a very hazardous with forzed landing arcas proctically non-existent,

coilings frequontly very low, and winds unpredictable.
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The platecau region is luvonte! west of the mountains and is ocon-
prised of the Kontun Fl~tsnu in the north and the Darlne Plateau in
the sonth. This region has altitudes ranging from 1,000 to 3,000 feet
with genily rolling hills mnd mch opon area. Where the soil is not
under cultivation, a thick growth of grass, to a height of eight to
ien feet, covers the ground. Whore adquate drainage is provided, this
area will support four wvegetable crops yea¥rly.

The prineipal cities of this arc Phan Thiet, Phan Rang, Canm Ranh,
Fha Trang, mnd Qui Nhon on the constal plain; Dalat in the mountains;
and Ban Mo Thuot, Ploflu, and Kontum on the plateous. The mnjor routos
of this area are

Foute #1 Saigon - Dannng (coastal route)

Routo #11 Dalat - Phan Rang

Route #14 Saigon - Ban Me Thuot - Pleiku - Kontum

Route #19 Plefku - Qui Whon

Route #20 Snigon - Dalat

Boute #21 Ban Mo Thuot - ¥hn Trang

The Republic's major rnil line parallels Route #1 along its entire
length with one spur line from Phan Iwng to Dalat. The logistioal and
conrmnicntions oomhlex nt Cam Ranh Bay is looatod betwoon Phan Rang
mad Nha Trang.

Weather throughout this aren oan be divided into the summer
nonsaon, June througch Soptonber, and the winter monsoon, November
through April, with the nonths of Moy and October ns periods of trams-
ition. During the surmoer monsoon the wind is southwesterly, causing
cloud buildups on the western slopes of the mountains. This results

t
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in a rainy seascn for tho plateaus and nmountainous areas during the
gurmer months while the coastal provinees have olear skies and good
flying weather. The winter monsoon brings a northeasterly flow with -
the conditions reversed. The constal provinces of Binh Thman and Ninh
Thaan are little affected by either mmsoum and hve penerally clear
woather the yoar round, |

Averago rainfall in the mountain and platean areas is 90 inches
and on the conatal plain 87 inches. The temperature on the coastal
plain ranges from the mid 70's to the high 80's during the rainy season
and low 80's to high §0's during the dxy seseon. Tho mountains and
platenus experience temperatures from the mid 60's to nid 80's during
the wot seascn, and low 60's to low 80's during the dry sonson, Winds
are normnlly gusty' at 10-15 knots with volocity inorensing with altitude.
Surface winds up to 25 knots are frequently encountered,

Military legion 2 has a populntion of approximately 2.5 million
people, or just over 20% of the pomlation of the Hepublic of Vietnam,
The mjority of this population is loented along the coastal plain in
the vicinity of tho ocities. The majority of thesc people are Annamese.

The mountain and platonw regions are inhabited chiefly by Montagnard
tribesnon. Thore are thirty-nine mjor tribeos and some 150 subordinate
tribnl grouro of thomo people living in the highlands of Vietnam,
Carbodin and leos, Ban Me Thmot is the traditional capitol of these
people. Mlitary Rogdon 2 is inhabited by approximtely 500,000
Montngnards, The largest tribo in this rogion is the Rade, whose
influence extends from Kontum to Ban Me Thuot.
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COMPANY OPERATIONS

The year opened relatively quict with the 155th Assault Helicopter
Conpany trking a long needod rost from the tension of heavy combat.

The company contimued to provide avintion support to the units with
nornal operations in the Darlac, Qnang Due, and Tuyon Duc Provinces.
The requirod avintion support of the B-50 operations was terminated dwe
to ineronsod enemy activity in the northern part of Military Region 2,
This mission wao tramsforred to another aviation unit which was more
closely based o tho now B-50 arca of operations.

In the month of Jamunry, therc ooccurred a shift in the tactical
‘aitmxtion in which the 155th was ealled on to provide support for the
4th infmtry Divisicn operating in the Pleiku nrea. The 4th Infantry
Division bognn receiving the priority of suj)port and the daily committ-
nent raneed from four to twelve UH-1H airveraft and from two to four
UH-1C aircraft. The unit supplicd assets for a total of twoenty combat
assaults with totals of 1884 troops and 11 toms of cargo lifted in
these operations.

On the 6th of Jwuary at 0045 hours, Canp Coryell received five

2 rounds of 82mm mortar. Thore were no persommel injured and only minor
damn;e to tne UH-1H. The raminder of the nonth was free from enemy
+ mortar and rocket attacks.

With the arrival of February, the 155th resumed its support of the
B-50 operations. This mission consistod of providing assets in support
of recomnaisamnco patrols with a normal committment of four tc; six

UH-11 nireraft. The Air Force provided the FAC and gunship nsseta._
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Through out the months of February and March the unit contimmed
to support the 4th Infantry Division in the Pleiku region as well
as its commitments to the units in the Ban Me Thuot arca of operation,
A total of twenty-sevom combalt assaults were conducted with a combined
hour total of 5838 for the two months. - ,

BEnemy activity around Camp Coryell remained negligible during
this period of time. Ome very insignificant attack resulted in neg-
ativo damage to personnsl or material.

With the beginning of the sacond quarter came a build up of
cnemy activity in the Ban Me Thmot area. The 155th's aviation assets
wvare oalled upon throughout the period to provide gum support, mede~
"vace'and resupply in mupport of the 23xd ARVN Division and its OFCON
units. During this period the unit also continued to prowide support
of the local area of operation as well as B-50 nnd the 4th Infantry
Division in FPleiku province.

The eneny opened the month of April with a literal "bang". A
mortar attack on the 1at of April resultod in fomx WIA from the 219th
RAC and threc struotures damnged. The corpound withstood two more

. attacks during the month with damnges to three UH-1C and five UH-1H

. airernft,

. Cn the 20th of April, four ships were conducting B-50 operations.
A recomnaisaance patrol came into contnot with the onery and an ex-
filtration was launched. LT Beaudreault nand WO Wylie were piloting
the pick up cireraft snd ~a they touchel dcwn in the LZ they received
intenge enery fire. Just as the aireraft lifted above the trces on
take off, it was hit in the tail section by a B-40 rocket and croshed

into tho henvy onnopied jJungle. After climbing frea of tho wreckago,

DECLASSIFIED
Authority VY, '
oy 71 MARA Date 3 32 4

COVANT Y VROV S IV L i ag g e




the crow bogan n rumning battlc with the omemy that extended for bheotter
than thirty nimates. With gunship cover, they were able to find mn
LZ and wore finslly pulled from tie jungle.

At approximately 1900 hours a second airoraft, piloted by WO Marlin
Johnson and W0 Darck Richardson, cntered the aren for extraction of a
ree'n tenm. As they were about to touch down in the LZ they m;seived
a B-40 rooket in the coockpit, killing both pilots instantly. The

i crewchief and sumer survived the orash and were rescued but due to
encry fire the bodies worc not rveovered until a later date, This was
truly a very dark day in the history of the 155th.

In May, a now offensive was launched agninst the enemy in the

western regions of Military Region 2 and the Cambodian border areas.

A major portion of th;.a 155th's assots would he committed to this
offensive over a period of three nonths., The first of such oporations
wan cnnductodl «n 20 May, woent of Duc Lap. The 155th provided the bulk
of the assets anl a major portion of the plamming. MAJ Cerald H. luisi
was the Air Mission Commander for the operation, controlling twenty-
four 1lift aircraft, twelve heavy 1ift aireraft and eight gunships. The
operation extonded for a pericd of two wecks and was highly successful

" with the ground forees finding numerous cnches of myms, medical supplies,
food and vehicles.

) Tho encmy contimed his mortar attacks on the compound with two
attacks during Mayy. The compount toock n total of eighteen rounds,
resulting in minor daimgoe of fonr Ul-1H aircraft and negative casualties
to personnel.

During the month of June the 155th AHC was called on to provide

asects for two rore assaults on the Cambodian border regions. These
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operntions was woighed in tho wnat quantities of arms, supplies, and

stnging areas which wore captured or destruyed.

The nonth of June also witnussed tho innovation of the 2/1st Cavalry
into the B Me Thuot aron. With the 155th committed to supporting :lta.
local A0, B-50 and arons of FMeiku, the 2/1st was responsible for “"Hunter
Killer" tnctics in tho Ban Me Thuot provinces.

 On the 9th of June, Ceawp Coryell once ~gain came under mortar atsack.
lA total of nine mortar rounds impacted in tho corml ares rosulting in
ninnr damage to two UH-1H0 and two UN-1C airoraft.

On kthe 11th of Juno, MAJ Gorald H. Iumisi relinguished command of
the unit tc MAJ Rowland G. Stecle.

‘!ﬁc porind of 1 July to 30 Soptember rofleotod a change in tactical
operations fcr the 155:I:h. There was a goneral reduction in large sonle
operntions and in turn an inerease in smrllor company oxr platoon sisze
operntions. Thin was also accompaniocd hy a shift of support from the
northem Pleiku rogions to support of operntions in the Tuyen Duc and
Lam Dong provinces to the south., Aside frun the normnl assets in support
of the 23rd ARVN Division, Detnchnunt B-23 5th SFG, B-50 nnd units of
the Ban Me Thuot~Duc Inp aren, the 155th sont aviation nssets in support
';f the 44th ARVN Rogiment (Song Mon), 53rd ARVN Roginent (Di Linh), Div-
ision Light CP (Dalat) and Dalut MACYV. There wore also sporntic missions
in support of Thun Rane MACY, Pm Bon Province, 129th AHC (Qui Nhon),

Duc My Hangers, 25th Intell Team and G-2 Sniffor. During this period
the 155th AHC onmed a vary definite menbership in “Vagohonds of the Siy".

The enory continued to harass Camp Coryell with mortar attacks
durin;; this peried of operntion, The first attack, and only attack for
July occurre? on the 18th of July and conaisted of seven 82mm nortar

rounds rasulting in threo damngoed UN-1C oiroraft,
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During the nonth of iugust, the 155th continued to support an A0
exteanding from Fleiku and Qui Nhon in the north to Phan Thiet and Baso
Loc in the south. There was a total of nine corbat assaults conducted in
the month of August but only one took on any aspect of n mrjor assault.
On the 1Tth of the mumth, the 155th assisted by the 281st AHC and the
24311 ASHC provided avintion assots for a 23rd 4RVW Division assmult on
"Hapiy Valley", a long tine stronghold of looal Viet Cong and NVA. The
- operation wrs conducted without incident to avintion assets and with only
limited contact on the part of the ground elements. The remaining
asomlts wore conducted on a rmoh smaller seale with norrmally a pla.toon
asize nviation unit in eupport,

- !he socond attack for the quarter occurred on 1 August, The compound
rucoived approximte],y four to five rounds with nogative dmmge to
personnel or airernft.

Along with tho vexry diveruifiod mand far ronching "ash and trash"
pissions, the small scale assaulta hecame the majority of the 155th
support for the month of September. A total of ninetecn cormbat assaults
were convlucted in support of the 44th, 45th and 53rd ARVN Regiments,

13-23 5th SFG and 8th Covzlry. Of those assaults only two could be
considered major. The first one took place on the 3rd of the month,
This operation was in support of the 45th ARW Rogiment working in the
':V\': Mountain" rogion locatod southeast of ‘Duc lap. Weather on this
particulnrdny erented a problem and delnyed the tnke-off, When the
assets were finally lreuanched the weathor was still somewhat marginal.
All things wont well until the 1lift platoon touched down in 1Z #4,
where they reccived intense semi-amtomntic fire. The Fnloon gunships’

Limedintely smnressed the fire. However, one crewnenbor was wounded
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in the leg nnd was imnediatoly edovaced to Ban Me Thuot and them to
Cam Ranh Bny where he reccvercd from his wound.

On the 29th of Septeuber it was back into "Happy Valley" for the
second major assault of the month. This operation wns conductod entirely
by the 155th =nd consistod of inserting 445 troops on a search and olear
nission., The assmlt was comploted without incident to aviation assets,
end with relative sucoess for the ground forees.

During the nonth of September Canp Coryecll received throe B-40
mckotq on the 9th and light. sutomatic and semi-nutomatic fire on the
27tﬁ resulting in negative damnro or easualties.

The finn) quartor wags charnstorised by a remnernl reduction in
operations for the 155th AlC. Tho unit ocontimned to provide support
for units operating in nnd around the Bm: Me Thuot, Duc Lap, and Ghia
Nrhin with ndditionnl support to the Damlat, Di Linh, Bao Loo, Song Moa
rorions in the south and the Tloiku rogions to the north.

The month of October was one of relative innctivity. Tho unit
continued to conduct the normal "ash and trash" and direst combat support
missions in its widely disporsod A0. In addition, tho company conducted
only four combat assaults during the month and all of these were platoon
to section size avintion oporations in support of the 53rd Hegimont,
45th Rogiment, 8th Cavalry nnd B-23 5th SFG.

Although the corpany's oporations docrugpea.in® size and mamber,
the enermy attncks ayninst Comp Coryell inorensed sonowhat in intensity.
The first attack c:noisted of eleven nortar rcunds fired into the
conpound. Noeithor of those attacks wng effective, causing~ negative

damnge or crsunlties,
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October also witnessod a ¢rently nceded intemal improvement of the
compound. During the nonth, the officers and onlisted men of the 155th
sementod the bottom of the swimning pool. The pool previously had o
polyvinyl chloride liner and due to rips in the liner, the pool had been
closed for several months.

Noverber opened with the future of the unit very mich a question
mark in the minds of all concemed. Iumor control was working overtime
;md had the company moving to all quadrants of the compass. although the
unit showed signs of apprehensiun' towards its finnl destiny, {t contin-
ued to provide support tn units of its loenl and far renching A0. The
Stagocvach-Falcon tenm also hegnn to froquent the Pleidjerang and Fleilm
regions with md incrensing rogularity, usunlly to provide support for
the 42nd and 47th ARVN ‘Reginenta.

The conbat nssmults for the month of November totaled four in number
omd eontinued on the smaller unit concopt. One of these assmults, howewer,
was & conbined effort with the 52nd CAB in support of the 42nd Regiment,
The asssult was renewed offensive to rid tho western border areans of the
Pleiku region of o substantinl ememy threat. The operatiom consisted
gt twolve 1lift aireraft, four heavy lift airoraft and six pgunships in
support of a ground element of approximately A450-500 troops. The ground
gx.era.tion lnsted for ovor « nonth ~o u-s ewnpiorad HeRly succossful,

During the month of Novemher, tha compound remained frec of enery
activity until the 30th when five saprers triecd to breach the camp per-
imcter. The attnck wrs repelled with possible cnemy cnmlt:leg, however
these were unconfirmedd by a cunship reconnaissance 5f the aronm.

With the close of Novembher came the long awaitemd and disheartenjing

wvord thnt the 155th ANC was poing to deactivnte and return to the states,
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The jrojected dntes for the atandiown and deactivation wore given an
14 December 1970 to 15 Januaxy 1971,

With the onget of Decomber, the Stagecoach-Faleon tean ontered its N

finnl fourtecn d:ws of operation. Although those were the last days of
operations, they wero far from the loast motive. The unit continued to

support its normal missions, in addition to a daily commitmont to the

_Pleiku area. DIuring this final fourteen day period a total of 1049 hours

were flown, logginz 2835 sorties and 32 tons of enrpv lifted. Tho majority
of these statistics were in support of tho nine assanlts conducted. in

the Pleiku, Cheo Reo and "Bappy Valley" arens. The greater portion of
these operxntions worc in support of units involved in saturation patrol
taotlos with a comnitmont of seven UN-1 and two UH-1C airoraft.

Pnemy aotivity during the month of Decembor consistod of two mortar :
attacks on the 2nd nnd the 19th of the nomth. On the 2nd of December, '
the cnopound reecived four 60mm rounds. Therce were no cnsunlties among
the persomnel and only light damnge to three airoraft. The attrck on ,
the 19th onsisted of four rounds which ovor shot the compound and
inpacted in residentinl scetinne ndjacent to the perimeter, resulting
i;n several civilinn easunlties.

. On 14 Docember 1970 at 2400 hours, the 155th Aasisnult Helicopter
Company ocnsod operaticns and begnn tho massive tnske of deactivation.
After n final company party the unit sct to work on the Keystone turn-in
with the same xenlous and mission oriented attitude ‘which hnd won itse
name ané reputation over the past five and ono half years of operations.

On 17 Decerber, MAJ Rowland G. Steele relinguished his command of

the company tc CPT Charles E. Markham who would lend the company throurh
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its final days of existoncs ac & unit in the Iowublic of Scuth Vietnam.
The 155th oompiled the following statistios during the year:
TIOUXrS FLOWNeeceavoavssocncscasssssscascsssesnelDy25l
TLOOPE TATEOMu e rresrsesornsnrasesansnsesesssll3,538
SOTti08eeeresscccsssesssssaccncsssccssassessssb8,678

Caxgo Hmled (TONB)eueesereccnsscssscsscssceceely560
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