
.• 

HISTCnY ~ TI.'E 

155TH ASSAULT T'1!:J..ICOPTER COO.I.HY 

1<'TI! CC!-::ilAT AVI,\TI!l~ Il!~TT/J.IOH 

17TII ca.mt.T .\VI.i\TI<!~ anour 

1 ST .\"n.\TIC!.J nnIG:.DE 

1 J nnuary 197fl - 31 Decel!lber 1 ';.'70 

prepared by 

1 LT JOSEPH PUHL 

Unit Historinn 

!lpproved by 

CJ-TJUlIES E. M."JUC'!JiM 

CPT, .m 
COMM.".Jl'DD!G 

D!ln I'.e Thuot, P.epubl!c of Viotnmu 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authoril'J lllNPf]'fJq J 
Dy -11::[_ HAR/\ Date .lii!.St 

.!.rO ': '•':!:."'I 

. •; Mnnuv 'IVflOtlVll ·1111 IV fl n1w1n.•1.i I>: 

·;·.-' 

·;: 



)· 
! I 

! . 
• 1 
i\ 

V' ,\ 
' ·, ... °\ . \ 

\ ''.:.:: ...... . 

..... ' . ,,,... 
.{ ... \" ·;I 
. . ' . i). -

...... .._ ....... . 
... _ .... -:-::~ ........ 

............... ~. 

DEClASSIRED 
Authority lllAIP 11r.fl:f I 
Oy-11:£, HARA Date .iJiJ/l 

•." · .. : 

; . 

. .. 

,. 



. • 

.. 

Serrin/! in direct SU}.'t>'>rt or the Free ~/orld J'oroos and the 

Ariq or ~ Repu.blio of ·;ictnrllll, the 155th Aviation COlllplln7 is 

similar. to the 1181\Y other aiation uni ts ot the aame aise and 

stiuoture. Fozmed originalq a.a Compu\y A, 1st Aviation Battalion, 

1st Infantry Division at Port Riley, Kansao, the unit arriftd at Vung 

!ml, Vietnam on 1 !t\T 1965. Moving illDediatel.7 to Ban Me 'l'lw.ot, with 

an airornf't oomplemnt ot 24 UH-1D'a, the adYenoe party was veloomad 

by LTC Delbert Townafmd, forl!IOr _co..,..nder ot the 52nd Aviation Bat­

tallcn. Alter 1111ch pnpnration nnd mJJ7 Uilining hours through vhioh 

the mon. or COlftJlllJ13" A 'became prof'icient in the new Md dem.nc1J.ne tooh­

riiqult ·of t:cying in a cOllbnt zone, the OOl!lJIRl\Y woo declared operationnl 

on 1 Juno 1965. ln 20 lfovember 1965, ColllJllll11 A vne redeaisnBted as 

the 1'5th lavintion Compnny (.\ir Mobilo Light). Unoftioinlq the 155th 

Wf\S directed by tho 1st t1vintion Drif,ndo to deaignn.te itselt the 155th 

As9l\ult Helicopter COl!IJ>MY. At thrlt tir.ia th.'\t desisnntion wna in 

effect for ~.11 ,~ir Mobile Light J~vintion COl!IJ)nnioo thl'oughout Viot­

n..'Ull. In 1969, the 155th wna directed to reclesignnto itoelf the 155th 

J.vintion Compnny (,,oo~uilt Helicopter) • 

From tho first, tho 155th1s two nirlift plntoons were known as 

tho St11t:.-.econches, while tho :>.raed pl.ntoon wns called the Fnloonc. 

Under these n.'li 10s the men of the 155th mvo oprond their roputntion 

for nccotiplishing thoir mionian whilo mintnining the h16hoot of 

ine fror.i SILih:On in tho uouth to Df,\k l't1k in tlw north nml fror.i thu 

coost.-11 plr.ins to Cnabodin, the Stngocon.ch-Pnl.con tonm has flown 
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ovor 130,000 h•:>Ur:J in tn.1pport or tho ~lli•id J'-.:>rces cOl:Jbllting the 

Th.ta hiotory is dodicnted to nll those rion vho b.'lft served and 

arc seninr; with tho 155!h t.vintion CoCIJlfU'\Y nnd its n.ttached units 

since i tn arrivl\l in the Dopiblic of Vietn:.u:i, with speo1nl tribute 

to thoae otficors, vrirmnt otticera nnd onliated l:lell who p'99 their 

ll'fOs oo thn.t tho Bop!lbllc of Soath Viotruu:i llM the Fao World eftry­

whero r.ny look fozward to the .fUtuJ.'e with oOl:leWbnt ot a br~tor rq 

ot hopo. Let us p:rq th.'lt t!:¥>so. mn did not die in vn!n. 

P1C Mich~el l'!. Dnvi~ 

W01 Joseph S. Huylor 

SP'j \lillinn J. Johnoon 

1LT H.'!U'Old ProisoM.etor 

WO :Qiecno W. Cnswell 

WO Kichtlel N. Co1')'011 .. 
m Riohn.r(l E. Dnbney 

W Rvmond L. Ford 

PFC Cr~17 L. Miller 

WO Phillip C. Smith 

WO Wilrnc.r J. Willingh'lll 

SP4 J1>hn W. Wood 
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1966 

21 October 1965 

21 October 1965 

21 Octobor 1965 

21 October 1965 

27 ~ 1966 

30 Boveciber 1966 

27 Mny 1966 

29 ltlrch 1966 

20 Docoabor 1966 

29 Jhrch 1966 

30 BoveDber 1966 

30 Novor.ibor 1966 

30 lfovanlbor 1966 
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SGT Keith D. Gri1'fin 

~JO Terrnnoe Peloon 

SP5 JfJl:les G. Pnttcrson 

WO Willis W. Sl:lith 

1LT Donnis E. I';linter 

SP5 Jro:ios Miculus 

SP4 F.rnnk L. li':roedlo 

W Pnul N. Lnreon 

WO Herbert RVBShidn 

• SP4· John R. Drooko 

SP4 01"\J\ B. Mcer\rflol 

1LT Fred o. Pratt 

WO William F. Hn.rwoot! 

W ledlioh s. Kopµol 

WO RicMrrl C. Pllgh 

SP4 Jlll:IOs D. 1"dnh.<\ey" 

SP5 Willinra Eioter 

SP4 Eflv~l Milan 

SP4 Jl\r.JCS SwMn 

SSG P.obort Pinkston 

t·TO Iion:i.111 !i!cG~ 

SP4 Id.cmrd Seo 

WO Tlit'ry L. C:t':'.lwi'ord 
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1967 

1960 

1969 

16 J+\roh 1967 

2:5 lil,y' 1967 

16 :f.hroh 1967 

19 April 1968 

19 April 1968 

19 April 1968 

19 April 1968 

19 April 1968 

19 April 1968 

19 April 1968 

19 April 1968 

26 A\J8Wlt 1968 

8 Septelllber 1968 

8 Septembor 1968 

28 Deoeaber 1968 

24 Juno 1968 

6 Febr111U7 1968 

4 Mnroh 1960 

4 !hrch 1968 

1:5 lmch 1968 

3 Jlll'lU.'\1'.Y 1969 

8 Jnnu..'1.1',Y 1969 

27 Febrwiry 1969 
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PFC Stlntingo "Pini tnn.'l 

SP5 Rich n. )bd.'U'i.s 

SP5 Jchn 'i. Pivne 

sr4 Rich'l.~ G. Bnuer 

l«> lhrlin Johntlan 

1L'l' Jacob L. Kinser 

SP4 Wim Goereo 

W DnTid K. Erenstott 

SP5 Willinn R. Rr.cno 

WO Paul E. Dolik 

SP4 Calvin Seri.Im 

1970 

2, ~ 1969 

2:5 Mn;y 1969 

5 lfovor.tber 1969 

5 lfowl:lber 1969 

5 1'098Jllber 1969 

20 Lpril 1970 

20 April 1970 

8 MU'oh 1910 

8 Jllroh 1970 

8 Jollroh 1970 

8 Jtu:ch 1970 

2:5 1ebrQl\r7 1970 

2:5 lbb:1'Wl17 1970 

2:5 Feln'uar)' 1970 

• this hiotory is t!etlicntod to tho Don of the 

155th; to those who fought nnd lived M(l to those who fought and 

1liocl, to those whri gnvo wch Md to t!lceo wht> go.w all • 
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155~ .ASSAUil:r I!SLICOPmn COMP.'\Rr 

CO>t4.AJfJBP.S 

M.\JOR G!!:RALD Il. WISI 

MAJOR ROl/L.';llD G. 91'DLE 

C,\PT,illf CH.'illLES E. MAIDCH.\M 

1 Jnnwuy 1970 - 15 June 1970 

15 June 1970 - 17 Deoeriber 1970 

. 17 DE!oor.ibor 1970 - 31 Dooember 1970 

MISSIOH 

The r.dooion ot the 155th .Ansnult Holicoptor COl!tJIRJ\Y io to provide 

genernl. n1r nupport n.s directed by' tho CoJ:ICVllldJ.ng Ottioor, 10th Combat 

,\vintion Bn.ttalion in supporl of nirmbilo opentiona des.tene<\ to 

oanrch out ruirl destrr11 the iT&IJU.'t"GOnt oner~ Md to exten~. Governmont 

,a ot Vietrum control of tho poptln.tion. 
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AI& OJ' Ol-1'ln!1'l'IONS 

Mili ttuy .Ree:Lon 2, in wh!oh Br..n l'A Thlot is located and in which 

the 155th Aool'llllt '(i)licopter Cor.iptll\Y renders tho ajorit;r ot its sup­

port, 00'981'fJ. nn nro1.1 or }2, 725 BqU."lrO 1!1.iloo or 49'C or the land aron 

or South V!etntm. Iw western border is 342 llilea long and in oc.non 

vi th L.'\oa rmd Cal:lbt)dil.\. If.be oaste:m bo:rdor is a.pprmdmnte~ 400 llilea 

ot C048tlbkl btl:rder!ng tho South China Soa. !be area ia 400 llilea 

wide in the north :'I.ft(\ 342 mi.lea wil\o in the oouth. !his. area ia 

politioaJ4r cli'Yided into the provincoo ot Kontwn, B1nh Dlnb, Pl.aiku, 

Ptu Bon, md Ptm. Yen in the 22nd Atmf Divioian !Rctical Zone, nnd 

ptula, Knnh Bon, QL"Utg Ibo, Ninh !lm:m, Itm Dong, ftnd '.Binh Tblan in 

the 23rd AD.'Vll' Divis:!~ Tsotlcnl Zone. Ge~~. this t\1'8a -v 

'rho con.st:'\l plnin is a niU'r\'JW strip or long nn.t, otton l!llJ1'8tV, 

tor.min not coru than twenty r.iilea wi.'\e frog tho 8811 inl.llnd. !bis: 

nroa 1o romed by a series of nur.ter.·>UG river deltas interr11ptad b.r 

a rook ridt;e line rmming steep~ to the sos. Thia nrea is almoat 

entire~ under cultivntion ~fith four rlco cr''P8 n. yoar • 

• ~ The r.iountain region orlends fror.1 north to south almost the entire 

length of Militnr,y Ho(;'ion 2. Elevnti<>n roftt'.QS from } 1000 to 8,000 

• !oet with the el!ote.."'ll alopos qui to stoop md the veatem DOre gradual. 

Rain foroeta oovar threo qu'\rters of thio nroa vi th r.iost of the re­

minder covorod with open, deciduous {12.'0Wth. Ou.l.tivntion ia limited 

t" smll, cloru'Od nroJM on relnthe~ flnt lnnd. Flying in this sren 

is very hrtznrdouo wlth fo~od l.tm<\ing IU'OtUJ prncticnl~ non-existent, 

ceilings f:-equont~ wry low, nnrl winds unpredictable. 
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prisod of the ltontuu a .... tanu in tho north nwl tho Darlno Plateau in 

the S0111th. Thia region hll• oJ.titudoa ranging .trom 1,000 to ,,000 feet 

with R9J14I~ l!Ollinc hilla nnd l!IUOh opon RrOO.. Wbe1'9 tho soil 181 not 

under Ol1l.tivntion, a thick growth of g:rn88, to a height of .eight to 

ten feet, cOYOrS the p.'0\1nd. Whore odquate drRiMge 1a provided, thie 

ares. will SUJ.'IJIOrt fJU:r ftBGtable c:ropa ~q. 

'!'ho prinoipnl cities of this m Phan 'l'hiet, PMn Bang, Cma Banh, 

lhn. 'l'rtmg, mu\ ~i lhon on .the oonetnl pln1nr D!tlat in the mmmtainaJ 

nn4 JAJl * Th>.ot, Plo.llcu, and Kontua en the plato.nus. '1'he mjoZ' :roato• 

of this are11 are 

Route f1 SRi~~m - Dnnnng (oonatal J:OUte) 

Routo :/111 J>a]At - Phl.ln 1hne 

Route #14 flrlleon - B.."1.11 Me !hlot - PJ.e.llcu - IContum 

Routo ii:19 Pl.o.llcu - ~i Nhon 

Route #20 Sn.igon - Dnlnt 

Route ;121 Bnn !Ii> !hlot - lllv.l. Trone 

The Jloflllblic 1s r.1njor mil linO plll't.ll.lels Route l/t1 nlong its entire 

length with one oi-ir line .t.rori Phl.ln !hn« to Dal.at. Tho logiatioal and 

conr.mnicntions complex tUt CIU!I l1Plnh ~ ie locntorl betvoon Fhnn Bnnc 

nnd Nhn '!'rnng. 

Westher tbrou£,bout this area crm be rlivided into the 8Qllll!le1' 

oons•,on, June throuch Soi,;tonbor, nnd the winter l!IOl'llloon, Notember 

thrnugh ,\pril, with the l'lonth& or Mey nnd October ns periods of t:rana-

ition. 1"rillP. tho FJ\lr.l!10r oonso•m the viml is eouthwostorJ-7, onuaing 

clow:l buildu~s on tho western slopes or the muntoins. 'l'his rosW.ta 
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in n rnb'Qr sonann f'olr tho plntcnua N'l<l aountainoWI e:rens during the 

aw:mor months while the oonatal. provinces havo oleor skies nnd SoOd 

flTing wenther. Tho winter mnooon br:lnga a northenater]¥ .tlow with· 

tho oonditions rowraed. Tho OOllStal provinoea ot Binh 'fmM and l'1nh 

Tlunn are little Atteoted by either OJftSO~ and mTe c~ernlq olenr 

wonther tho yotl1' round. 

;\Vern(\'O ra.1n1'3.ll in tho muntnin nnd plflteau tU'el\S is. 90 inohaa 

t>.nd on ti'¥:> oot'.stal. t>lain 87 inches. Tho toiaPomtw:e on the oonatnl. 

plnin r:mgee boa the mid '10'• to the h1({h 80 1s during tm ~season 

a.nil low 8C>'o to biGh io •a during the dJ.7 eeaaon. Tho mountaina mid 

plntenus ezperienoo tempernturoa .troll the mid 60•a to mid 80'• durine 

tho wt OOt\Scn, nnd low 60 1s to low SO'a cblrin8 the dr,y sell80n0 Wind& 

mo nomnl.ly' gusty nt 10-15 knots vith TOJ.ooity inore"8.inr: with nltitude. 

azrf'l\Oe vinda up to 25 knots Rre .trequantq encountered. 

Milit:ir,y iiogion 2 .hns n populntion of' approxinllltG]¥ 2.5 million 

people, or just :>var 20J' of' the po)llllation of' the Depablio ot VietMlll. 

Tho mjority ot this population is loonted :U.onf.' the oooatal plBin in 

tho vicinity of' tho cities. The nnjority of' theso peoplo ru:e Annalleae. 

The l!k">untnin and platonu regions Ill.'<> inhnbite<.1 ohio!J.7 b;r M:mtaenard 

triboor.t<M. Thoro nre thirty-nino mjor triboa n.nd solll(I 150 llQbomintito 

tribnl ~pa ot thooo peopla livil1(;; in the highlnndo of Vietnna, 

Cru::bmlfa nm! Ie,}o. Bnn Me 'l'mot ia th; trnditional onpitol of these 

people. Milit.'\17 llot:ion 2 io inmbitu<l by npproxillntel¥ 500,000 

!t>nt~. The lnr~-:cst tribo in this rotdon is the Rrule, whoae 

intluonoo cxtontls f'ror.1 lContum to :&vi Me 'l'huot. 
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The year openod rolntivoly quiot with the 155th Aas.'\Ult Helicopter 

Coe~ tf.-Jd.ng n long neod;.rl root h:>m the tension ot hDa"7 coabat. 

The COlllJlMY continued to provide 11vintion wpport to tho units wtth 

no:m:ll operations in the D:irl.'lc, ~ nic, and tu,on Dlic Provinces. 

'l'ho required tn"itltion ouiJl>Ori; ot the B-50 opurations WQ8 torminAt_,_ due 

to incronsod Oftell\Y activity in the nortbun part ot Milii:arr Begion 2. 

Thia. mission ~o 1:rmotorred to Another aYiati'Jll unit which vas llO:N 

cloae]J' bosed to tho now :B-50 mon ot ope:mtinns. 

In the month of Janunr.y, thero occurred n shi1't in the toctical 

• situation in which the 155th WtUJ 0:1U0<l on to provide support tor the 

4th Intnntry Division op01"Btinc in too Plei.Jcu IU'GA· The 4th Intantr;r 

Divisfon bo(,ll..'l receivinr. tho 1.iriority at sup1iort and tm dni]J' cOllll!litt­

nent rn.nr.00 from four to twolvo Ull-1H n1rcralt an<l 1'rom two to tour 

UH-1 C 11.ircrn.t't. '1'ho unit supplio'l noseta tor n total ot twonty ooaba t 

assaults with totals ot 1884 troo1)s Md 11 tons of o~ lifted in 

thoeo operntions. 

On the 6th of Jnn\ll\1'y nt 0045 h'JUra, Cl\L'IJ> Co~ll received fiw 

.• :rount\s of 82r.ll!l oorttn-. 'l'hore wore no porSllnnel injured mid on]¥ minor 

• r.iortn.r nnd rockat nttncks. 

With the nrrivnl of lbbrunry, tho 155th resumed its support of the 

B-50 oporntions. Thia mission consiet0tl of providinF, nssets in support 

or r.:iconnnisonnco pntrola with n norunl OOCll!littriont of four to six 

UH-1TI nircrntt. The /iir J'>rco pr<>Vi<lCfCl tho PAC nntl €l!J\Dhip nssota. 
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Through ont the months of 1'tb1'WU'y and lhroh the unit oontimed 

to Bllpport tho 4th In.t'antr,y Diriaion in the Pleilcu region ca well 

u its colBitmonta to t~ unite in the Ban Me 'ftuot aroa of OJl&fttion. 

A total of twenty-ae'YOll combalt assaults were conducted with a combined 

hour total of 5838.for the two months. 

&ie11ty acti'Yity arOIUld C/lllp Cor,yell remainecl negligible during 

this period ot time. Qaa wr,y inaiBnJ.fioant attack reaul ted in neg­

ative d.nmage to pertlC!llMl or 1:1ater1al. 

With tho beginn1Jlg ot the.s3oand quarter OAm ft build up ot 

enell\f activity in the DAn Me 'l'hlot area. TM 155tb'• a'riation uaeta 

ware called upon tbrouchaut the period to proncle &an support, mede-

• vnca' and resupply in 11Upport ot the 23zd AHftf DiYieion nnd its o:rom 
uni ts. DuinG this period the unit also 001Jtinue4 to pro?J.de support 

of the local nren of operation 118 well aa B-50 nnd the 4th lhf'Rntr,y 

.~ 

Divioion in Pleiku province. 

The eneqr opened the month of April with a liternl "bong". A 

l!IOrtnr ntt:\Ok on the 1st ot April recailtod in roar WIA from the 219th 

RAC tmd threo struotureo daJMBecl. '!'he cor.tpOUnd withstood two more 

attacks durin;; the rionth with dnmcos to three UR-1C nnd tiYe UH-1H 

nircrnft. 

Cn the 20th !'Jf April, f<A1r ohipa were oonduotinc B-50 operBtiona. 

A reoonntU.ss."lZ\ce pntrol Otu30 into oontnot with the oneny Md nn ex-

.Ciltrntion Vl1ll lnunohed. lit Bcttwlrenult nnd WO W;ylie were piloting 

the pick up eirorr'.i't nn<l ro they t0110hed dcwn in the LZ they received 

intunae enel!\Y fire. Juot LW tho t.Urc:rnft lifted nbove the troea on 

t..'lke o.rf, it wns h.1.t in the t:iil section by n B-40 rocket nnd cmshed 

into tha he~ onnopiod jungle. After olimbine treat of tho wreotcaeo, 
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the crov beenn n r11!Dililg bnttlo with tho OJlf.111\Y thllt extended for better 

than thirty mrmtee. With t::uneh1p COTer, th• were able to find Ml 

LZ lllld wore tincl~ pulled h<•m t:10 jungle. 

At approximte~ 1900 bouro a second tU.:i:oratt, pilotod by WO lt\rlln 

JohnsrJn and 'JO Darek: lioMrdson, onteJ.'Gd tho aren. tor extraction ot a 

rooun tot\111. /.s they were t.tbout to touch down 1n tho LZ they recoiYed 

a B-40 rocket 1n the oockpit, killing bnth pilot. inatmtq. '.l.'.tw 

crewohiet nnd sumer 8\U'Yived tho crash nnd weze zoacmed but due to 

enero- tire tho bodies vorc not rucuvered until a later dtlto. 'l'bia was 

tru~ n- vor,y dr.i.J:il: dtly 1n the bisto:1:7 ot tho 155th. 

1n Jt\y, 4 nov offensive WS ll\unOhed ntVdnst the en9111Y in the 

wstcn ree-ions ot Militnry Rogion 2 nnd the Cm:lbodi:m border n:reou. 

A m.jor porti:m ot tho 155th 1a assets would be oomittod to thio 

orronsiYo over a period or throe raontha. 'l'he tirst ot such operations 

vnt1 cnnducto•l r.:n 20 ~. wont c't Due Lap. 'l'he 155th provided the bullc 

.~ 

ot the nsoets am a mjor portion or the plAnnJ.ne. MAJ Corald H. I.uiai 

was the Air Mission Comnndor for the operation, controlling twnty­

four lift tdrorntt, twelve hen"VY li:f't nircrn1't ond eight 1!11Jl8hipa. '.l.'.tw 

operation extondl'l•' tor n period ot two wei.1ks nnd wna hig~ suoceos.t'ul 

with the grounr\ forces finrling nW!leX'OUS Cnchos Of nrm&, riedioal supplies, 

toorl ll.lld vehicles. 

ThO enoiey" contimod his l!IOrtnr attl\Cks on tho COl!IJ>OUlltl with two 

atta.cks <lurinf! lt!,y. The COl:lf••::un·~ took n total of eir.lttcen rounds, 

resulting 1n rlinor dru.::".go ot .f!Xlv u:I-1H nircrnft nnc\ ne81'\t1ve. onmialties 

to i;•crsonnel. 

During tho conth nt Juno '~he 155th All: was cnllod on to p:roY!de 

nacots tor two L".Ol'C lllBO..'\ulte on the CamboditU\ border rogions. 'l'heae 
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opert\tions wns weighed in tho vr1ot qwmtitioa ot IU'l:lll, supplies, and 

atnging IU'ef'.S which wore on:pturoii or tlootroyecl. 

The r.ionth of Juno l\loo witnoase<l tho innovntion ot tho 2/1st CoYl\J.17 

into the Bnn Me 'ftllot nron. Vith tho 155th connitted to supporting it& 

locnl AO, B-50 nnd n.rona ot Pleiku, tho 2/1ot vm ftSJ>OMiblo tor "amter 

IClller" tnctios in· tho Dm Me 'ftalot pzovinoos. 

On the 9th ot June, Cmap Coryell once t'..fP\ln came undor mortor ot~k. 

A totwl ot nino mortar :round.a illpnoted in tho oonnl taen 1'08Ul ting in 

minor d~ to two UH-111 nnd two UII-10 tdrcrntt. 

On the 11th ot Juno, MAJ Gornld B. Iw.ai :relinquiahocl oomnnd ot 

the U!Ut tf.' MAJ Bovlnnd c. Steole. 

!tlo pori:id ot 1 Jl1q to '° Soptombor ronootod n ohfmee in tsotionl 

operations fr:-.r tho 155th. 'l'horo VRS tl' eone1'BJ. reduotion in lnreG aonle 

opernticino nntl in turn nn inonnae in amllor OOl!IJllUV or platom size 

01ierntions. '1'hin WM nloo f\cooopnniod hy 11 ohitt ot Sllp]:'ort hcla the 

northern Ploiku regions to su1lJ>ort o£ oporntiona in the Tu¥en Duo and 

I.!u:t D'>!tr, )'ruvinoes t:l the south. Aside fron tho noftlnl naaeta in support 

or tho 2'rt1 t.RVN Divioion, Dotnclnmt B-23 5th SJG, D-50 nnd units of 

the B:m ~ Th.lot-Duo J..'tp oren, the 155th sont nvi.l\tion nssets in oupport 
' 
'or the 44th .ARVN a>ginont (Son« Mon), 53rt1 ARVR Rogiaent (Di Linh), D1T-

1sion Lit,"ht CP (Dal:Jt) on1l :lhl.ttt MACY. '!'here wore olao aporntio missions 

in sup;:iort of I'hnn 1ltml{ MACV, Phu Bon Province, 129th AHC (~i lhon), 

Due Jity iftmt,""Grs, 25th T.ntoll Toru!I nm 0-2 ~itroz. During this period 

the 155th .AHC onmod 11 vnry do!inite JJUrJborsh11> in "Vncr:tbonrls .t the So-". 

Tho ono1=\Y oontinuO\l to h"lroon C11r1~ Coryell with oortnr nttnoka 

durinc thia JJOriod or 0110rntion. Tho !irot nttnok, n.nd onl1' nttack tor 

July ooet:rre·l. on tho 18th of July Anrl consisted or snen B2m norto.r 

roun<lo rooultine in tlm.>o ~'Ud UJI-1C oircrurt. 
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:i)urinl? tho nonth ot i.ufiUot, tho 155th continue!\ to auppo:rt on AO 

extendJ.nc .from Plcdku nnd ~i Nhon in the north to Pinn Thiet and Bao 

Loo in the oouth. Thero Wl\S n tot!\l ot nine ool'lhnt nesaults conducted in 

tho month ot AUfN&t but nilly one tc:>olc: on My Mpeot ot 11 mjor RUaUlt. 

Cb the 17th ot the mont.'l, tho 155th aaaiSted b,r tho 281st AHC and the 

243rtl ASRC pr<-.,,ide<l srlntion assets tor I\ 23rd .ilB9JJ :Division aeaaul.t. on 

"llftPW Valley", a lcmc tine strongbt>ld ot looal Tiet Cmti: nnd lfVA. The 

operation V!lS conducted withc.ll.lt 1no1dmt to a¥intion aasete and with on]¥ 

lblited oontoct on the ]lfU."t ot tho ~ elemonta. '1'ha nain1ng 

nao:mlts wore oonductod on a i:moh smnller aoa1e withn~ a. platoon 

o.izo nviation unit in aupport. 

!lae second attt\olc tor the qunrter oOOU'l'ed on 1 .AU8Ut• !he ooapound 

roooived 8J.l!'~xi11Meq tour to tivo 1'QUnda vUh noptiTo dnnDgo to 

peraonnol or Bircrntt. 

Along with tho wry divorui.fiu<l. nnr\ tt:tr ronchinB "oah Md trnah" 

C!J.soions, the sl!l!\ll scnlo no:mults boc:u10 tho mjority ot the 155th 

supJ•Orl tnr tho l!l.."!\th ot Soptel!lber. II totnl ot nineteen ood>nt ll88t1Ulta 

were col\fluotod in support ot the 44th, 45th and 53rd ,\Jmr Regiments, 

D-23 5th SJ'G Md 8th en~. Ot thoae nasnults onq two could be .. 
considorod mjor. Tho firot one took plt:\Oo on too 3rd ot the month. 

'fhio opernt1.1n Wl.UI in suppor'~ ot the 45th .AUi Refd,Dent worlcine in the 

"VC K.1untllin11 ro£ion locntod southet\at otJDl.to Lap. Wonther on this 

pnrticulnr, 4"1' orcnted a J>l.'Oblel!'I r..nd deltl\rod the 'tt*e-ott. When the 

assets wore tinnlly launched tho venthe:r WM still aoaevhnt ma:reinal. 

All thinp,s went well until tho 11.ft pl.ntoon touohod down bl LZ #4, 

whore they roooivcd intense sm:1i-ootomtio tire. The Jhlo.on t{WU!hips· 

11.DIJdfatoly su~1:.-reasod the .t'i:re. Howvur, ono orevooubor was wounded 
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in the lor. nnil. wns ir:nodiatol,y w'1oYnoed to Bon Mo 'l'hlot and thon to 

cam Danh ~ where ho reoovorod .tr..1r.1 his wound. 

On the 29th ot Septeuber it w:io Molt into "ll.apw Valley" tor the 

second ~or RBsnv.lt ot the mnth. 'l'h1a operation vna cmduotod entirel,y 

by tho 155th ~.nd oonsistod ot inaertine 445 troo)'J8 on A set.U'Oh and olea:r 

r:d.osion. '!'he t.taonult wan oomplotOf\ without inoidont to aviation L\!ISeta, 

md with rel:\tive auooess tor the ~'nmd to1'0GB. 

During_the D<lnth of Saptol!lbor Cftl:IP.Cor.rell rooeived throe B-40 

J.'OCkoto on tho 9th nnd l!ght.autOl!ltltio tUM1 eomi-automtic tiro on the 

27th resulting in nG{!tltivo <1twn(io or onaunltioa. 

'rho tinnl qunrtor wno· chnrnotorisod by n r,enernl roduction in 

• opernti'*lB tor too 155th AUC. 'l'ho uniii ountimed to pl'OYi<lo aapport 

tor units oremting in 1md nround the Ban· Ht 1'talot, lMo Lnp, anil. Ghia 

Hthln. vi th rvldi tioNll. sup:port to tho Dial.at, Di Linh, Boo Loe, Sontt Mon 

rofiuna in tho south nnd tho Pl.oiltu roeions to tho north. 

.~ 

'!'he oonth of October Wll'8 one of rolntbo iMOtivity. The unit 

continued to conduct too nomnl "48h Md trash" and direot combnt support 

L'lissiono in its widol,y clisporsod AO. In nddition, tho co~ conducted 

onl,y tour oomb11t n.ssllulto during the lllOl'lth nnd all ot these were pllltoon 

to section size n.vintion oporntiono in support ot tho 531'1:1 lb~imont, 

45th Ror,inent, 8th Cttvnlry run B-23 5th SPC. 

J.lthout~ thv ool:lpl\J\y 1s op.:?rntillns do~ea. tn· oize nnd mmJ>er, 

the ener.\Y' nttl'.oks 3('.ninat Clw:lp Coryell incren.aed sonavlat in intd'JlfliV• 

'!'he first ntt.<tck C''Mioted ot elewn oortnr rL'Ul'lds tired into tho 

cor:1pound. ?Tuithur of th1>ao ntt:1oke Wl'.loO eftootive, 011uain1" nesntiw 

dl\J~ or cr.DU.-il tioa. 
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October 11lso witnesaod n llJ.'eM~ needed intemnl :llllprovenent of tba 

compound. Dur.1Jl8 the r.ionth, tho C>tticora n:n\ onlisted aen or the 155th 

oomontod tho bottom or tho Riming pool. The pool previwa~ hnd n 

polyvinyl chloride liner nnd duo to ripe in tho liner, the pool had been 

closed for 08""1rnl. 1!11.'\1\ths. 

1'ovel!'.be:r opened with the 1\lture or the unit wz:r moh a petion 

ma:rk: in tho J:linds •lf llll oonoemed. Im.mr control vne voJ.'lc.ine' onrtine 

nnd hncl tho OOl!lpQJ\Y moving to all qundrimta or the OOllpOSflo Although the 

unit showed signs or approhonsi;m towm.'da ita rinnl. deot~, it contin­

ued to :fl1'0Vido support to unito or its loonl and rnr renohing /10. The 

Stap.ooo.'loh-l'nl.con toom also begnn to bcquent the Pleidje:r<ne nnd Pleiku 

:refriontt with nnd incronein~! ~1 ty, US\11\lq to provide support tor 

tho 42nd nn:l 47th ARVH Roc:llllents. 

The conbnt n.ssnults tor tho month ot R<Tftmbe:r totaled taa.r in number 

and continuod on tho smllo:r unit conoorit. ~ ot those 11Senults, hown'er, 

was a conbined effort with tho 52m CAB in au:pport ot tho 42nd Regiment. 

Tho nsaaul t was renewed o!fenaivu to rid tho wooto:m border nrons or the 

Ploilcu rc1_t,i•>n ot n substnntinl enell\Y tbruat. 'l'he operation consisted 

~r twelve lift :tlrcrtti't, tonr hemr;y lift niroratt md six gunships in 

SllP};Ort or l\ ground elonont Of np]ir<>Xim.'1.tO~ 450-500 troops. The ground 

Durinb the DOnth or November, tha cor.ipoand reninod f'%eo or enoqr 

aotivi ty until the 30th when five anppere triod to broach the oa:mp per-

.imoter. The nttllck wr.1J repollcc\ with J'oseihlo cner.r cnsuailties, however 

ilith the close or November Cf\lllO the 1011£" mmiteil nnd dishet\1'tenjng 

wo:nl tmt the 155th A.1E Wf\8 l?.C>inc to t\onctimte and return to the states. 
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Tho 1.rojoctod dfi.tes tor the nt.~drlown and tloooti'Yntion vore eiven na 

14 Deced>er 1970 to 15 Jnnuru:y 1971. 

With the onaot or Deooabor, tho Stnpccmoh-lihlcon teim entered its 

tinnl. tourtoon deys ot operation. Altht.iugh tho8'0 were the lnst de,ys of 

operations, they VO:t'O foz trom the loru>t 60tiYO. '1'he unit continued to 

support its normnl e:is8iona, in a<l<lition to a d4ilT colllllitmont to the 

.. Pl.eiku nren. L'uring this tinal fourteen d~ J>eriod n totnl of 1049 hours 

were novn, lo~ing 2835 sortios nnd 32 tons or cnreo lifted. Tho mjorit,' 

or these atntistics vero in ouwort or tho nine aaanul.ta conducted.in 

t:ie Pl.eilm, Choo lt>o .nnd "BnPP7 Vall.0711 Al'OO.B. '!'he gronter portion ot 

these operfl.tiona voro in SUP}~rt ot units imolvod in aatamtion pnt1'0l 

tactics with n coard.~t ot soYOn Ull-11t Md two UH-1C n11'0rntt. 

at911\Y noti"fi v during the ~nth of Deoombor consisted ot two Jlll>riar 

tsttnok:s on the 2nd nnd the .19th ot tho nonth. <kl tho 2nd ot DeCOl!lber, 

the cricrpound received tour 60flllll row:vls. Thero wore no Ct\8Wllties among 

thJ pe:z:sonnol n.nd :mJT lie.ht ('~ to thrco Rircrnf't. The nttnok on 

the 19th o~msistod ot tour rounds which ovor shot tho compound nnd 

iop~tod in r~sidentinl SQCti~na ndjncent to tho perineter, resul.ti:ng 

in sever:tl civilin.n onsu.'llties. 

Ou 1tl December 1970 nt 2400 hours, tho 155th Aasnult Helicopter 

Comp."U\Y ocnsod operntic·ns 1U1<1 boom tho m.soive tnsk of denotivntion. 

After n t!n.-U. COlllI>nny J>l'rlY the unit sot to w01'k on tho Keystone turn-in 

with too sa.rn.:i ti~nlous nnd r.iission orientoo nttitude ·which hnd won its 

rw:ic tlftd reput.'rtion over the paot five nnd ono hnlf yesro of operations. 

On 17 Doce1abor, MAJ Rnwltl!ld G. stoolo rolinquiahod his oonno.ntl of 

the Mr.qmny to OFT Chnrles E. Mn1ichnlll who would lend tho compl'.\J\1 thl'oUr.h 
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!ta finA.l d.va cf exiutor.01; l1i.1 ~unit in tho liO?ubllo ot Snuth Vletnnm. 

'rho 155th oompiled tho tollowin6 sttttiotioo during the year: 

.• 

!!ourtJ llown •••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••• • 25,251 

Troops Litted .....................•.•.....•.. 113,s,a 

Sortios ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 68,678 

Ca:re"O !t~ed ( !ona) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 , 560 
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