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by c.ow-.\1""'1 c.'ef"\<.. FO:aw .. UID 

Serving in direct support of th3 Fr l'3 ~./orld Forces and t!la J.zom:t of 

the Republic of Vietnam, th~ 15~th Aviation Company is similar to the 

.meny other aviation units of tha same size and structur~. Fortl3d 

originally as Co A, 1st .Aviation Bat·.:alion, 1st Infcllltry Division at 

Fort Rilay, Kansas, the unit arrivod at Vung Tau, VietnaD on 1 M:::.y 1965 • 

Moving directly to Ban Me Thuot, with an aircr.:ift comple~nt of 24 

tr~-1D 1 s th~ advance party was welcomed by LTC Uulbert Townsend, For:?ar 

Colltik"Uldar of the 52nd Avi~tion Battalion. After much pr~paratio~ l!Ild 

T.iAnY training hours through which th3 m~n of Co A b3ccrua proficiant 

in tha naw and dcmianding techniqulls of flying in a. comb~.t zon:l, tha 

company ws daclnrad op.1r.itiono.1 on 1 June 1965. On 20 Novalilb.3r 1965 

Comp:!llY A. w:is radosign:-... tad as tho 155th Avi!J.tion Comp;.:my (;li!" .Mocil.3 Light). 

From tha first, tho 155th 1s airlift pl:::.toons wero known c.s "St.:.ge 

Co~ch" whil.J the Armed Pl::i.toort was c£>.lled th3 11FF."U.cons 11 • Flying from 

Saigon in tha south to Dak Peh in th.~ north, from the co:::.sttl pl:ii!'.ls, 

to th-a Cambodian border, th.;, Sta.gaco.ich-Falcon 'ta.'lJII ha.s spr.J:id th\3ir 

raput4tion for c.ccompli3hing thuir mis ... don whilu maint<lining the, highest 

of safety st.::l"..dc.rds o.nd aircraft av~ila.tili ty throughout Vi.:ttl;.-.un. 
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PERIOD 1 J·::.nuo.ry - ;31 .D'3cember 1966 

The bagir.n~i.ng of J::mu·'.ry ~966 found tha 155th er.gaged in op.Jr~tions 

in the Se.igon er~~. They took JXlrt in -~ comln.t :?.Ss!:.ult follow~d by 

suppl;i~g ~ight eirlift halicopters 9.nd four "U"mad aecorts, to South 

Vietnam Premier, Nguyen Cao Ky and his p·:rty. It Wils than ~orth to 

Phu Cat for operation J.b.sher/white Wing. These mi::sions wera tipical 

_ of those pulled by tha young Comp.iny. One misfo rtuna m!".rr'3d the .fi~= 

combat record. Two membara of tha gun platoon dep~rted their ~ircr!l.f't 

::..1'tor lending neP.r Bu Prang on 29 Much 1965 =md accidantl.y wt.nder.:d 

into an old French mi1~afiJld. "1arrnnt Officer Ra:/mon L. Ford .:-.nd 

Warr;.nt Officer Philip C. &nith bdcilJrla c~.su'lltias whan th.3y deto1"!.·~:t3d 

.~ti-personn~l mines. 

Initi1l ~eys of April ware spant in nor.ntl r:i.ission fli:)1ts r..r01.l!"!d 

th~ various supported sectors, but letor missiojs took the coo?'~!J 

f :irth.Jr ti: ::J.y from home bas~. Tho 1st Air c~.i.v:i.lry Di vision i :i ti:'I. t;;d 

Op..;r,.itLms ~ul Rover.a in !!rl.6-·April to s.a".'..rch out c..nci dastro:r tho 

elusive anomy in tha h~z~ou3 Chu Pong rnount.'lin r.--..ngo. 

Tr~gdy struck tha co~p"\..~Y on 27 ~ro.y 66 during ~ troop lift soutt 

of Pleilcu. WO Eu.gane W. Cos.:n.rall l-1.1.s killcid WMn his ·.ircr.~ft f::il~d 

to cle~r Wl tr~JS in ~ tc.k-1 off i'rom :1 confinad :'.'.re!!. ~md crcsh.:.:d. 

Cr~wchief PFC Robart C. Luco ~nd gur_).er, ?FC Rich'lI'd E D~bnay Jr., war~ 

scvarly burnud. pl!'C Do.bnay subsoqu.Jntly di3d on 3 Jun3 whil-3 llnrouta 

to :lil ,i.rrny ho~ 'it'll in S~n Antonio, Tvxas. 
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July 4, 1966 was p !Ss~d ~t ho:na b "'.SJ with Vi.Jtn.llll()sa r;,1prils. :ik.ti v3s 

from tha loc-:1 Darl~c Provi~c3 g~th~ring tc c~l~br~ta th3 D~cl~r~tion of 

Indapandancol Ihy with th~ .:.r.iJric~n s~·rvic(lr.lJn ct tha ~vi-~tion compou:id. 

Province Fi.~nce chi~f ~'ri ?r.)sentJd gifts to the cO!!'mand in beh"".lf of his 

peoplg for tha continuing ti • .:>. 3f1'ort in O:>posing Viat Cong aggression in 

th..:Jir area. 

Successful 155 p:\l"ticip.-~tion in tho clcs~ ground comt~£ cf tha 23rd 

trcm 6 to 10 July promptud Brig ~n. Nguy.Jn \i ?.n M:i.nh, to prvs~r!t VL tn ·:.l3SO 

.honors to thrEM m\in of too comp.3J1Y on 1 .'Lugust. Major P~les race1v3d 

tho Vi~tnc.Jil.3s3 Gal.l~t:ry Cross with thu silv~r s"h'lr. Ccpt~in Frost 

r..:.coi i.ed th.> Viatr.amase. Cross of G~lli:intr-7 for surpr3SSiV.:! :-.r .. 1vd -:-.ir 

support which r~sult..ld in killing forty (40) Viat Cong. 

Events provod to b.:i pl~~sc:?.nt on Th~nksgiving '.lild Christm.1s for the 

·man of tha 155th.. Both d.:iys war3 holid:iys for t.'i<J troops and both i1ore 

:lnj oyed fittingly. On 24 Novamber tha compound swinr·rl.ng pool w9.s of_ ici ... l !.y 

opanad by 17th Group CoDll'!.:i.ndar, Col Johr! W. M'l: ·r, Ird', c.riG 52nd .B.-:.tt".'.lion 

Comm~d~r, LTC Foy Rice, in !l ribbon cutting c Jr ..;:?!Cr> ... y. On : 4 D0c~Iiltar 

th.J nilw B.-.. tt-:i.lion Commtln<far LTC P:iul C Sr.Uth~y, TC, ~ssistod L"l d<?dii::-.ting 

tlw Crossbow In.1 NCO club which C1">ntribut.:Jd to t.t-~3 rflcra:iticn.ll olfarbgs 

of the nvhtion ccmpaund "t E:>n Me Thuot. 1,,,.~~!f:f:p 
On 30 October, s. UH1 D co.11I:1,:'.Jldad by ~u i.~ich:a.ol ;•. Coryvll £tnd pil~~d ~ 

by Wu Yilnor J. Willingh.."..Dl waa shot down whil-l c:i n resupply I:lissi0~ for 

:.lil alam.::nt of th.J 25t:1 Inf~tr-y ne::!.r Ploi Dyar~ng. Crn.shing t~ th.) 

~cund in flames, tha1e ware no surviors. CQI!lp CoryQll the homa of tha 

155 w•~S D'L'lldd in hi.£ t..onor. 



1 J:in - 31 Dec 67 

The 3rd of January brought a naw sc~ne to tha 155th. The comp.:my 

movad its fiisht .:>ldmants :1::.d rapraaont~tiv;:1s from mni:-tan::-.nca, :-.-.ric.r-ics, 

and admir.istr,ltion to a fiold he:idqu.1rtars .1t Co.mp Hollow~y Airfield in 

Pl.aiku. 

From Pleiku, olamants of the 155th tlterr .• :1ted i!'l KontUl!l workil"!~ vit!l 

sp~cial forces. 

The company moved b~ck to Ban Ma Thuot on the 23rd of February on17 

to ba recallad to Plaiku. These movas ware typical missions for tha 155. 

It v~s always on the movo. 

On 16 March vhila po.rticip:1ting in c. comb~t ~ssa.:.:.lt wost of Pl.Jiku1 

a flight alemant of tha 155th ~~a undar intanss enamy fire. Two ~ircr~.ft 

vere s~riously clama.gatl by hostile rounds :.uid one oth~r w~s shot down, 
(,. ll;~•,M t" f H'i'f 1#1:\~,... 

~.nd. burned upon i.u:pect. The Comp:my suff3rod two KIA ~d two t-II-'. duri::.g 

thll fierce angc.gam·.;,.;:it vith th\) enemy. "I s~w tha ship going down vith 

fL~ds billovir.:g from th'3 ungina coI:1.J>.'lrt.11jnt. Th~n it !-Ait tha trees ~lid 

fGll through tha c:unopy. Wa notic~d ~ sm.lll cld~ri~.g ~bout 200 met.3rs 

from the cr~s.h .1Ild sot our ship down in it. Thu cr'3wchiGf .:md I junip.;"d 

from our ship, ha with his M-60 machine ::-.nd I with my M-1611 This v:J.S 

the w~y 1LT ?.ich:u-d Sp-Jrling describ<Jd th~ action after thd 155th ifi~3y 

cr-:.shad !lf't3r ooing hit by ground fire duTing o~r~2tion S~T:l Housten. on 

t..'1.1t ;;ventful day. LT \.)perling .md SP5 Mich"l.:ll B..1ucom U!'.hasit:?.ti!".gly 

wun"t to th'3ir rescua with complute disreg!LI"d for tha zinor.1y mor~rs th:'! t 

w~r~ trying d~sp~r~t~ly to d3stroy tha down~d crew. 
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On th~ 27 August, 6 lift h~licopt~r3 ~nd 4 gun ships extr~ctyd 1so· 

CiiJG Spoci:ll Forces Troops ·.rrcrn Due k.p in D·.:.Z" L::c Pro...-incil. !.s t.!£-a 

tr:.msport fli~ht lifted out cf t:1.J Due Lip l.:mdi~~g zpna -en th..; first 

lift, hostild fire vns r~caiv.Jd. Tllo of thi3 comp:.ny !lircr:U't w~r~ hit 

a.nd ono r~turn.Jd immedi.'1.taly t~; th.! ~irfiuld. ·Tha othar :iircrtl't, 

CODUJl.'lD.dod by Warr~nt Officor Stovo Owans, w~s forcad dowr.. into ~ ~ler;.Ting 

in th3 jungla whan it lost oil pr~ssura. Thu ~ircr~t w~s r~caiving fire 

whan it touched down in tha clG<U"ing from an aneray force in the tr~3 lina. 

~O 0w~ns into t~ cle~ring and thair p~ss~ngers socurad tho ~rec within 

tan mnutcs. THo hours 1:1tor tho d~.mngod :lircr~t was ramcvad, ~ut 

tho ClDG Com:i~~dur docidud t~ tclc~ tha opportunit1 to sto.l.k thu cr-Jmy 

~-:nd ram~ined on th.l t~rget which .h.~d baan inn.dvertantly off orad hi.~. 

WO Owans s:lid of the action, "It WD.S clcs~, but h~w nnny tim~s c~ you 

get •h~t down .'l?ltl. h~vo your cvn lin.J comp:;.ny folli:.w you in? W.; wor-3 

rile.living h3~vy fira on tha ground. F.00. it not b.:t.;n for th;J quick 

re12ction of thos.J CIDG my cr.Jw wculd not be :iliva tcday" 

On tha 6th cf Nov:ambsr a s\lcond ch··mgo of ccil!!l::.nd w~.s h.sld for 

tho 155th. Th'3 guidon wa.s ~ssod from M.-:.jor Ch:1rlia P. Fluming to H~jor 

Billy R. Goodo.11. 

The year closed with eldmonts of the unit in Pl~iku. The 155 1vi~tion 

Comp!!Zly (AML) wo.s the apiton~ of lir !,l.;.bility at work. T:1e ya~ h:'.d sean 

th~c working in H\ld Phu B1i ~re~ in thu n0rth. Their cc..11 aig~s h~d b~~~ 

heard as far south o.s S~i~·.::n. Thoy were truly p:i..rt ,,f thv V:.ig::-.~.oncls 

of ViatnJ.I:l. 
cn~wo<~4~~7~i)~~" ~h \eul-~Ut..~"C;\\.~Pftl\.){e.,~~J 

¥.J.~ 1"~ 1Vl~1 '°"'' '1 \\{~·.;Mc.. ~~~J',,. (.~~ ul.\ .. \o 



., 
•... J 
·/· 

/ 

... 
... " .· 

... 

JAN - DEC 1968 

The nav 733X sta.rt.;)rl off with ::i. bang for C :mp CoryJll .:.nd t!~..: :ian 

of th>J 155 A'1ri.J.tion Comp,:ny. ;.t 0245 o~ th.,: 4th of J-inu-..ry 1968, C·.r:.p 

1
Cory-3ll w:::.s undor attack froiJ. 82nm nort1.rs, end B40 r~ck.;ts. _FcrtUJ.'"l'"'.te1y 

no C!lsu.!ltias vare su!'fered, but sona 46 r~undJ dastrcyad two UH1n 

h~licoptars . .:..Jltl d!'.lil".!.g..Jd t.Jn othars. Addi tic.n.:.lly t....,o tr~"lsi.lr:t Dus~c!'f 

ships i11curod d"'.J1m.ga. This s.:t bnck W:"l.S or..ly t.ampor:u-y ;J.D!! th:> 1J5th 

vas fully Op.h.-:1.ticn~.l within 24 hours • 

;\f'ter e. 26 round mcrt.~r nttc.ck :m th3 17th J:~nu-:ry, in w!:ich fiv~ 

t.P• ... • :rhis c.ccur.ld on tha 30th of Jana--.ry. Th.J jnt~msiv~ ~tt::!.ck o:i 

Ban Mc Thuot :md ~ adj!lc3nt :drfield bog:m nt 0150 h•:u:s. .ri.t :!his 

tino both fllU"8 .:ud gunships ware crd~red a.i::-~orn..: in support !;f v~irm.<s 

chuck points ~ outposts untlor att!lck. J\.t :J200 houri th.:s l5tl1 io';;nt to 

100% alvrt, end 3t 0250 hours appro:idn::.t.~.1.1 20 rou.'l-is of ho1til.:.i ~vrt!'.r 

fire fG>ll en th.3 city airfi3ld ccapl'-)1(• 311-Ul .':'.f'r.is fire VES .lncou.r:t~r·:=d 

F:\lcon G'Utlshi~ .t40t yet coL1·-=r.t.;.:l wT.; o:rd~r.d ~1.-:>ft :i.t c.;300 h :'.;.rs. T;:...:y 

w..;rc ]. . ..,,-N.t• ~.)~itod ... ~ .... n d.Jstroyin-1 two l.ln.:~-y s~~ mort . .'.l?' P·.JStic-::is • 

.t<'l•~ra ru:id gun~r.:J:':3 flew thr~~ughcut the night. 

J.t 081 '> l~s .J. Fclc!'·i' <!irc:rnft pil•"'tud Qr' W01 I:-..n t.:inclsoy :-.r.d 

WO., .... ~wr.:mca R:mnor wrw down..::1 by hrJ1:1t110 .fi:a two nilils scuth of B'.'.11 

Mo Thuct. i 16.0:: ... r \.,., .- ocov'3~.f ~.ircr~ft al•-•r.g vi th Du ;tc,ff W?'q C:isp.::-. tch.Jcl 

to tb~ sc-:m..1, '.'.Z1i. s . .:vur~l sl1ips .'.lJ.ra.:,-t-. •• ~n th.~ ~1r di •v - .... w.:ir-.:. vvrt.Jd tQ 

thu loc.:.ticn t,, halp th.J dc11.m\ld er·"-••. • t ' 0 30 h 
..... A '.IO .:·urs, while t.:ikin~ ;:.ff 

t·) diruct reco~ary op..::r~tions, M:.jor Gvrd .... ;1 - . .... w~-..s W•iunc!e~ WhJr,; his ci::.~cr:!ft 



Tha downed gunship cr3w w~s fi1~".lly oxtrectaJ at.Q9JO in tha mcrnins. 

Intense hostil~ ~ctivity_pr~cludcC. ·l.l'lY ~ttempt t~ racovor tho ~ircr~.ft, 

~cl nacassit.~t,)cl its dastructi·::n 1-:-.tar in th.) j~y. While returnillS froa 

tha cr:J.sh sc<lne th~ 165th !Wcovar<J ~ircr~ft w.~s cra<li te~ with 15 KL~ 1 s 

wh~n its door gunnars eng1gac u VC force c~ught in the op3n. 

At 1300 hours f!llother UHlC w1s c:b.m.~gecl "m'~ cruw ch.i~f wounlatl by 

anamy tulti-:iircr.r:.ft fire. Tho 1.ircr:.ft completed its fire missi 'n -:nc1 

than returned to homa stc.tion. Whila l~ncing ~t city fioll.~t 1630 hcurs, 

~O Taaford rGceivad facir..l. wounds when his UH1H 1ircr=.ft w~s hit by 

automc.tic W3'lpons fire. 

Fron 2.300 hours 30 J 'UlU~ry to 0400 h:;urs on the 31 , th.l F.~c~ns 

gave continut\l suppcrt. During this tim.:J thasa two UH1c 1 s sucst.'.linaC! 

32 hi ts from hcsti "'.l fire. Th~ w~ra craei ted with silencing two ;nar.cy 

m-..-.chinl3 guns. 

On the 4th of M::!.rch, C'"!llp Cory'1ll tcok .~ tot.~ of 86 rounds. Those 

ware followed by ~ liVJi. sa.tchel oh:lrgo ta.sm infiltr!lti~.g through ~lie 

R&U ycrd, killing n. Kcrai1.n P .. ~ ei:iploye'1. Thay weru rupella-: by tho 

ru:J.cticn f orca baf ~rG th~y could cccor:tplish thair missicn. 

With :ill this, the st~goco~ch-F'll.con t\l~ bouncec b~ck. Thay flow . 

:tl.r:iost d3.ily conb~t .:iss:~ul ts. 

Perh-Lps tha worst tr3gedy in th:l hist~ry of thu comp~.ny occur:;"" on 

19 April when two UH:LH halicopters collided in :r.li.~-~ir whil~ flyinr; 

form.."'\tion during :.. coobt~t ~ss~;.ul t. Lll parscnn::ll ~bo~C. beth ~rcr:U't 

ware killed. &nor~ the ce::.d wero 18 Viatn-..::iasa cl.lit.tiry passengers. 
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Th<J lilonths of April o.ne M~y s--:w C:unp Coryell undsr sp;;;r~tic ncrt.'12' 
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c.tttJ.cks. .llrcr:ifts ware· .::.estrcyeC. .uid p..:lrsonnal injure'.: hcwavar tho 

Comp'lJV m~chac on. 

On tha 1st of Jun3 th.;, 155th ri3c.:Ji va~ ·"l u:~rm wolcoma fr0n th.J 10th 

Comb ·.t Avi::ition Ba.ttalion. This ch,uig.J of B:!tt ... ..lion h."'.C. littl.J ..3ffect 

on the comp~cy ~d they ccntinu~c! miss~.cns ~s before. Thara prasai:ts w~s 

still felt in I corps t~ thu norht ant! II Ccrp to th3 south. 
~"tiAr,,(oc4. 6\~\)IAC. l..f\rf> y~1\ \t:U.'1 \'AAJI..~ ~\U\t..-

?~flfo~ \~\t\t..l\t\llP~ to\.~~ C.\ot'Vl JAN - Di.C 1969 , .... e.;,,:»(~~ 
~\\-\t~ "-"" \)-.t.ltll(. °ihA"T' \°Wo ~~ ~~ ") ~...J ,_.~.,/If.A:> 

.ls th-3 yeo:r bafore, Camp Coryall wa.s -!!.gain subject to c::>~st.'.llt 

a.tt::-.cks from tha lcc.::.l VC :'lnc! thl) NVi"• During tha antira ya'll" of 196G, 

C·:mp Col"".rall c:m~ untl.:ir a.tt--.ck 28 tililos. During the qu1rtar 1 J:.nu.-r; to 

31 J.hrch 69 tl1\3ro wor'3 12 enaiil1' .1ttilcks :iiract;)C. c.t C.-:.mp CoryrJlJ., :;.. 

4(J/, q~turly ir1craase. 

On the 3r4 of J:mu-:.ry ~ 3t-!l.gaco!J.ch ~ircr::ft cr.~sh.ld int:; :i ~'-'l!I:t"'.in 

. ~' "'"<.AAl.-"t 
batw3en lhn Me Thuot .<tncl D~.lnt, ~tar g".>ing IFR in l.:>w clouds. Th...l 

pilot di.ld in th.a cr:ish :m..:. th.a o.ircr'lft coiilJil':lnd.;,r, crawc.hi~f :mu gunn~r 

were s~ri~usly injured. 
>~~ 

R.:>ncv!1ti~n of thd cc.::npound v.is :tlso in thu works. Tha rofu~li.ng 

:iro~, south of th~ ~ctive w~s c1using ~ pr~bleo with dust. This ~~s 

solved with pen13prim. Tha parim.Jtor w:is :tl.so beafo~ up with s-.ilid ~"lk-lr 

construction. This tim'3 :ilso sc.w tha 155th ung:::!.g.:>~ in oxtro. fligl1t 

trc.ining. Th.Jr.J w;J.s :in initi1tion of night flights to L"'lcrll.'.\S~ .J.::ch 

individu:'!.ls 1 night profici.:incy ~ne provic!o incr.3-:.s<ld ovar:tl.1 i:rl.ssion 

re~.din.ess c.!lp9.bili ty. 

. , . 



dastroy ~ight structuras an~ nin~ V3hicles. Twa aircr~t r~c~iv~d l!l.-~jor 

cfo.l:l.~ge en;! tw.J receiV•JC: :-Jiuor d~~ge. Ona civilfo.n gu~d vo.s slightly 

woundad. · ,.. , _,,, 
... :. ·rA;c;,"'0"" . 
. .i·~i~~ DurL"lg this time th~ 155th 'tr-S ong~goC. in BSO. This 'W:'.S ~ o~r.-:tior. 
~ ....... ~~5th Speci.:IJ. Fcrc~•, Airforca, ontl the l55th ~vi~tion CcJ:ipe.n;y. Thoso 

·"":·· oper'ltion incl1£e1 4 slicks and four guns. Th~ o.irforce at first suppliaC. 

·. 

the a.rJ!l;)d huliccpter supp .. ;rt but duo to he:ivy loss.as, tha h!ll'e fighti.."lg 

Falcons to.~k Oll tha task. Tha job cr:>nsi.Jted of inserting and o~rc.cting 

Long Rlllge Racomic.i.s:mce Plltrols. This \Ill& '.>f~n ncco!D.pli.s.h.ac! in tha 

tace of intense enemy fira. 

During tho night, the fl~ra.s.hips with their gun cover wero c~l~d 

Because or intense night flying, flare pots were installed to light 
the runwy at night. Phi.le the lighted runway lifted their spirit~they 
also felt depressed with the construction or & gas chamber. This \.'8.S 

used to keep all personnel current and also served as a testing area ror 
the newly issued gas masks. 

The company swimrling pool, inactive for the past year, \11.s relined, 
filled and the adjacent area rP-paired. It ws officially reopened the 
last \leak in may, with 155 Cmmarxfor 11..ajor Bobby L Moore, being th3 first 
to take the plunge. To his ragret, he forgot to get his clothes off in 
time. 

On 25 June 1~69, Major Bobby L. l;oore relinquished colllm!nd of the 
155th Aviation Company to Maj. Dean H. Owen fOI1!l&rly assigned to IFFV. 
The c~nge of coaannd cEremony was held at Camp Coryell and ws att.ende-d 
by dignitaries of the 23rd ARV?Z rivision, lb.rl~c Sector, Detachment B-2.3 
(5th Special Forces Group), Col. f1elson Valone, Co·.,manding r.fficer of 17th 
Aviation rroup, f.'.nd ITC: Davie I. Stanley, 1oth Aviat.ion Batte.lion Comm.'lnder. 



!" .. ~ 

~/ ~ 

Major Moore was presented the Bronze Star for service and the Vietnamese 
Cr oa s of Gtlllantry. 

In late August n.nd oarly Septemoor of 1?~ the 155 supported ~re.'.ls 
of Bu Prang 1t.JX1 Due lap wori; tergets of a long, h'lrd-hittir..g offensive 
by the enemy. Due Lll.p in p<~rticular w:i.s tha loc:1l point of enency !!.ctivity. 
All sources or inf'ormation up to June of 1969 indiccted that t~-~ enemy 
ws planning a 1969 offensive :ii.mod once agq,~ :it Due I~p. 

The em or the summer monsoon and the beginning of thP, winter brought 
about a grent increase in enemy activity in large parts of the 155 's area 
or operation. Although the rainy ·weather precluded acy lttrge sc:'lle enemy 
activity durir.g July and August, towards the end of Septem'tEr the lesse~­
ing ro.inttJ.ll afforded the enemy greater ease ot mobility, as. was imi­
co.tad by large troop buildups in the border 11reas west 'ind soutm.test of 
Due Iap. 

During these t:imes tm company was engCJ.ged in sniffer for G-2 of the 
23rd A.RVN Division. An increase of .B-50 activities helped accour.t for 
the mjori ty of mi111sions during this period. Iby after day the Falcor..s 
wre returning vith ever increasing KBl 1s credited to their hl-rd hittir.g 
tllctics • 

. The question of th£ intent:! ons ot the elltimy wre al"..swerGd on ?;> 
Octooor when it became cl·:>ar tint the enemy was on the move. Large cbo 
units moved across from Cambodia into pOltitions south ot Bu Pr'!ny :ir.d 
aouth of Due lap. large units ~re still :massing along the CQ.mbodian 

· bOl-der posing e. substanti.?.l artillery -11'¥l st'lndoff attr.ck thre~t to the 
outposts of Pu Prang ar.d Due ldp. 

On 25 Octooor the enemy b:•gan his offunsive. 

Over night with the help of the 1551 5/22 Artill·· ry set up fire bses 
strung from .:a.st of Due Ill.p to vest of Bu Pra.ng. llB'' Troop of the 7/1? 
C!lv~lry ws assigned the mission of conducting "HuntGr-Killer" operation~ 
in too Bu Pral".g-Gia Nghin llr:::tl. 

As the offense took ahapc 1 firG support blse Helen \o~s the first to 
l:end under the onslaught of a. multibe.ttnlion size unit. It fell or the 
?.9 of October with the rannining personnel ooing eJrtr~cted b,v the , 55 
under hlnvy enemy firG. 

As the an<:my applied pressure, fire support b.~se Armie and Kate vere 
re:Jocated to Due lap. Thr: enemy had 50 c."llibc~r and 3'7ml:i Anthircre.ft 
position arol.md eech fire l:ns<::. As aircraft i:nde their tJ.pprcnches to 
these ~ses they would sustnin numerous hi ts. The a.ircr.'lft kept return­
ing 1~in and again for m:::dic~l enc·~ation .:md finally ~or tha extr'!c­
tion. 

P:ightin!-? went on. &roic deeds oocnme ~:-t of the every day missiori 
as th."3 155 .aur~d itc m.100 under in:.eme enemy fire. 
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One of the most signific~nt t\ctior.s took pl~ce on 17 Novemoor \lhen 
the Falcons gunships experickd five ti:mes or: enemy locntions near Bu 
Prang. As a result of ialcon gunships and Tee Air Support, 7) er..etly 
were killed. More tm.n lnlf of 'Which vere credited to the F'l.lc=rus. 

The :ictivity- on tha ''olc~no south of Due lap md nov ra:i.ched the 
point tint the StageCcnch slicks performing rcsup~ly to tht; tropps on 
the rim vould al-ways receive ground fire. Inunching out of L~ r!ike Smth 
these resuppl7 helicopters hnd to alter th-::ir routes 'l.nd l!lndil'.g p~tte:rns 
every time they ran a. mission. T~ra ~~re eor:f'irJ!16d .50 c!llib&r positions 
arour.d three sides of tho Voloono with snnll tU"mS and troop concentra­
tions on th9 fourth side. 

In addition there was only one smll spot on the rim suitnhle for 
l'lnding am this ptld WtiS constnntly VMcked vith direct mort'!l.r, rocket, 
and artill(:r;y. An a.ircraft hndinr on the volci.no h.rid to be fast. If 
cargo couldn't be kicked off or the vounded lo.11ded vi thin 27 to 28 seconds 
tmy vould lnvo to wait for the next lift, beca'U$e 29 to )0 secor.ds rlter 
touchdovn, !1 mortar r~und would strike the pad. This r'3supply 11nd mede­
vic mis~ion put the cre,.·s under gre~t strain. Going into the volcl!no ns 
mny e.s four, five, or six times in one day put the crew 'Wldsr so much 
pressure that the US ground ·camn~nder insisted that the crevs be ch'lnged 
daily so !\S not to overtaJr the same people d:'ly after day • 

Cn ?.7 NovembJr, a gunship cov.,ring '1 vol~no resupply \l'iS shot d0\111. 
Tbey era.sh landed in enemy terri tary ~nd were S'!f Gly o:rtracted by I! nother 

. pnship • 

It must oo r6memoore;d tlr.t the oot.tle ot Bu Prnng-Ducin.p ,.,-,s :J. full 
sea.la effort by the enemy. Although not mentjoncsd in this history the 
events am circumstances surrounding ~.11 opc.;rations 28 Octorer - 28 
Jkccmber rcouired avji).tors •:nd crcv to dailv risk thuir lives in an 
effort to FOVide support to the bastii~d ffr .:b'!sc. o.nd outposts • 
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Tha ye:tr opened ral..rivtively quiet with the 155 ta.king a. lozw needed 
rest fran th'3 tension or boalZY. canoot. On the 6th or J;::nu"lry ,: e:'.; 0045 
hours, C,,.r.ip Coryell received fivu rounds or '82m1 mort:ir. There v.::.s 
minor d~tnP.ge to UH-1 H. 

The rest of the month \Cs free from cortar attack. 

This month also sav a r.!l.pid change in the tactical sitmtion. It t~s 
nov off to Plieku in support of the 4th Infnntry Division. The !l.vr.;r;;ge 
coi;mitment rangod from four to twelve UH-1H iind tvo to four UF-1C. 1his 
aru!i. h:~d felt the on slut or the: "Sta.ge Cooch-F:::.lcon" t~:oim only one ye!lr 
earlier. 

l"ith Februi'lry, the 155 resumed its duti.:;s in the sup:fort of P-50. 
This tlission w::.s one of lov hours but by no maans e!J.sy. As one pilot 
one~ said, "B-50 is a. mission 'With hours of bcrdan brokc·n <b.r sec::>r.ds of 
extrer..u terror". From isol~ted :iirstrips they would stard by in c.'lse "l 

rt!con patrol d.oveloped comtct. At this four slick ~nd two guns vould 
scra.mble. All ships would proceed to the sight of cont~ct. An ~irfirce 
1.AG voul.d already be on station· to direct lead ship in !or th:: extrl!ction, 
vld,le the othor slicks would orbit. ~\)A..,~'-t'c.t 

On tlJB 20th of April the 155 was engn.ged in B-50. A team wns ir. 
cont-set. Lt.&11udreault and WO·t.'hylle were on the pick up ship. J..s they 
touched dovn in the LZ thoy received intense enerty fir&. Just as they 
oloe.rod the trees on take off they were hit by a B40 in their tail. They 
cr9.shld into the thick canopy. After climbing free of the vreckAge !!. 

runring 'tattle with tho t'VA erupted. ~Tith gunship cov-..;r they mde o. 
cle~ing. At the tine of the pickup they Ind been on the ground fer 
over .30 minutes. WO Johrt.son was piloting thG rescue ·'.'\:ircreft. ~ 
O\WcLS Lb~ I ~....,..IN\ "t"ha~ ~'V'-fo 6 f\JlA..\L\. -:f~L.~ \4',,-.>~ ~I ghu 

'.round 1900 hours llQ l8.arlin Jobrlson 'With "l..'O ll':l.rek Richerdson .'ls his 
copilot agiin entered the l\l'c.a. for an extract:i on of a rccon pitr~l. As 
they wer13 :ibout to touch dovr. in the L".' they received n 840 in tr..r; Cocpit. 
They ~ere both killed inst.:llltly. The orewchief and gunr.er survived. 
Th~y wre itmwdi-!i"U:ly ricked up but due to intense encey fire the bodies 
wGrcn't recovered until -~ hwr dnte::. This was a truly dark d..C\y for the 
155th. 

As June rolled a.round Mnj Ger:.ird H. Lujsi r~lincuisht;d co;T:l::r.0. of ~'1 
th<;; 155th .f..vi'.l tion CorY_..,~ny to Mnj Rovb.r.d G. Steele on the 11th. () rv'~ ~ 
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'-..j!ith the 155 in the V.:ingi.nrd, the 10th Avn Bn -'lirliftsd tru_, 23rd ARVN 
Divi~border-. 'l'he 8th C.~v drove up !roe th€- scuth on ?..n 
overland :mo.rch. Contact ws sp;tr~tic hovever l~rge caches of sup:olies 
o.nd a.ms were capttn"ad. -

'With the middle of June it toms n~:in into Canbodi-!l. The o.re!l this 
tine \P..\s 30 to 50 r.dles north of Due lap. \'1th the 155 ag:iin in tie 
Vanguard of the 10th .Avn Bn tho VC and ~ltf/1 were caught with th.:':ir p?.nts 
down. Here ns before, cor.te.ct vns speratic however the rewr...rds l.rera krge. 
h~apons, from single shot to AK 471s, ~ B40"le to '72ril1'1 recoiless rifles 
were _captured. A..-*'-"'" ~~~,d.l~d..~~~ 

-;-r\ "-" ~...-~ 
These tvo operntions smashed CmriH:e's ch1nces 

offensive in the lhrloc Province. 
of .l.l sub3t1nti1l 

. f>JJ~~ 
Til!Je passed i.•ith the 1 :-5 accr•mplishir.f.' the missions in its lcc~l AC. 

&ppy Valley SE of &.n Me Thuot am VC Mcunt.'.l.in to the S'l; still posed ~ 
threat to the sectn"ity of Dnrloc Provinco. -

- ~~ -

The first signific.,.nt coal:nt assault.for August occtn"ed on the 17th. l-a16 
The 155th :iided by the ;;>S1st ·~nd 243rdtilslfu1ted Fbppy V:.lJey, the long 
tine strong hold or tho Viet-Cong and P''A Forces. Th.l weather hold ll~d 
by the end or th~ d.ciy, - f ourtecn lo.nding zones md been insertad vi th 
neFtive dtlmge to :'lny of the avi:itior-s. 

Dtn"ing this time C'l • Coryell was rel~tively free from mcrt:.o.r att"".cY.s. 

The 3rd of .September found the 155th involved in 'lnother mjC1r c0J:1-
~t ass-iult. This title the targ'?t W'lS "VC Mountain" '!nd the surr·'.)unding 
!lrea. ha weather pl-.yed n factor 'lnd ca.used a l"lto t."lke off. As the 
lift platoon t~chqfi down in the 4th LZ they received int~r.se semi- -
automtic fire.'~ gunships inlM.edi!!.tely suprassed the fire but in the 
process e. dcor gunner took 'l round in the leg. He ws ir.mediat$ly ewcu­
ated to lbn ¥.a Thuot and then on to Cnm R~nh lhy, where hG recovered • 

~'ith October C.'.l!?JC ::i. project to r&do the floor of otn' pool. It hid 
been closed for several i:ionths due to .fl rip:"C9d linar. Vi th -''l.ching blcks 
and blistaring h~?Xis the officers and men of the 155 r.eJ?1<.nted the bott•JCl 
of the pool. 

At present the corap1ny is ll!liting to receive the fin:il word on its 
future. At first it vas to go to Tuy Hoe c-.nd then tc Di t:-!.ng. Ne enc: 
knev for surt-. J.iow the v:Jrd is blck hone. Only time vill t&ll. 

The 155th Avintion Comp~ny h1.s spent a. tot"ll of 5 1/2 ye':!.rs in the 
wild vest of ViGtmm. During these ti.ms they h;i.ve e:irned their ?"..;.1.:ce 

vith blood. All those who served did not return han&. These mn did not 
di3 in V'.lin. 
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1LT lhrold A. Preisancfofer 
V.01 Joseph s. fft.zy'lar 
SP5 William J. Johns'>ll 
PFC l'dcblel E. Davis 

1':01 Eugene l'. Caswell 
V01 Micmel 11. Coryell 
PFC Ricmrd E. Dabney 
W01 &ymom L. Ford 
PFC Grogory L. Miller 
vo1 Phillipa c •. sm. th 
PFC James V.allcer 
f;01 l:'ilm.er J. "Willingb'!n 
~P4 John W. \food 

SGT Keith D. Griffin 
W01 Tttrrance Nelson 
SP5 J300s G. htterson 

l'O'I l!ilJis V. Smith 
1 LT Dennis E. '~inter 
SPS J~s Miculus 
SP4 Frank L. Freedle 
"W01 Paul N. Illrson 
~·'01 Herbert Jilyashioo 
SP4 John R. Jro-;ks 
SP4 Or.-:m B. McCardol 
1LT Fred O. Pratt 
1-01 ~illUu;i P. mrwod 
W01 Redlich S. Koppel 
SP4 Jnmes D. lbiamz:r 
SP5 '.Jillian Eistur 
SP4 .Edvard Milnn 
SP4 .Tal!!es Swarm 
SSG Rotert Pinkston 

W01 Romld McGary 
SP4 Riclnrd See 
V.01 Torry L. Crawford . 
SPS Armi:do R:mirez 
PFC Santfo.go Quini tam 
SP5 Ri~h R. Med~ris 
SP5 John .A. Payna 
SP4 Rich~rd G. Ihuer· 

1965 

1966. 

1967 

1968 

1969 

,, Oct 65 
21 Oct 65 
21 Oct 65 
?1 Oct 65 

27 ¥:ay 66 
30 ~~ov 66 
27 IA.ay 66 
2Q Mar 66 
20 Dec 66 
29 Ml!lr 66 
30 f.ov 66 
30 r.ov 66 
30 Nov 66 

16 M:ir 67 
23 Ysay 67 
16 Mar 67 

19 Apr 68 
19 Apr 68 
19 Apr 68 
19 A'Dr 68 
19 Apr 68 
19 Apr 68 
19 Apr 68 
19 Apr 68 
26 Aug 68 
8 Sep 68 

8 Sep 68 
24 Jan 68 
6 Feb 6e 
4 l.!.:ir 68 
4 M..'\r 68 

13 M~ 68 

3 J'ln 69 
8 Jan lJJ 

27 Fob 69 
23 Mly 69 
23 Y~y 69 

5 N,jV 69 
5 l:cv 69 
5 ?fov 69 

l1:ssil1j -t/,e /ad. sJ.cd ~roL:t~ ~le yea"s), 
0,,fy ~ deatlt..s i., /!)70, see 2 rev/"c.JS j>3JeS fJo-r -e.ve.•·.:ls 

7.." ti d.11.:l:~s for wa Ila"//,, Jd.11.so"' . -:711.J W.o. 'P8rek. /(.cka,,-J£c,., . 


