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1. (U) General. The maps in the attached three appendixes indicate the maj-
or avenues of approach into the vital areas which I must defend. Also ‘depict-
ed are the fire support bases which'have been constructed on the terrain con-
trolling these aporoaches. In succeeding paragraphs, I will discuss the rat-
ionale for the siting of these fire bases at the locations indicated.

2. (3) Dak PEK Area. The LaK PiX Special Forces Camp has been established
to enable the stationing of forces to interdict a major ememy infiltration
route across northern KONTUM Province emanating from LAOS. The camp lies in
a river valley surrounded by towering mountains rising to a height of over
1300 meters which command an excellent view of the camp. FSB OVERLOOK locat~
ed on HILL 1328 and 33's 4 and 6 on the slopes of the hills forming the
northern valley control the valley apnroach from the north. The key to the
defense in an attack from this direction, however, is OVARLOOK. FS3's L and
6 derive their value chiefly as blocking positions covered by forces on OVER-
LOOK. The western approach into DAK PeX is the most dangerous since it offers
the most direct route from the LAOTLAN border., F3B8's 3 and 5 afford the cap-
ability to position company size elements further to the west under the cover
of CROMS NuST and RANGwS RO0ST. FOB BAGLES nisT controls the valley approach
from the south and together with CRAIS NeST effectively controls any aproach
from the southwest. F3B JaGLeS NidST is particularly important since its oc-
cupation restricts the eneny from employing anti-aircraft weapons. against our
resupply choppers flying in from DAK TO to the south. F38's OUTPOST and Bi3-
TION effectively block the less significant approaches from the east and north-‘

east,

3. (8) DAK S3AWG Area. The DAK 5 AilG Special Forces Camp has been established
to enable the stationing of forces to interdict a major infiltration route
from CAsi20DIA into north central KONTUM Province. The camp is located in the
center of a river valley approximately six kilometers wide. It is surrounded
on all sides by mountains rising to heights of 900-1200 meters. As with DAK
PEK, the surrounding mountains afforc excellent observation of the camp. The
principal approaches into DAK SEANG are from the west and northwest, FSB 31

on HILL 925 commands these approaches from the west. To attack DAK SEANG from
the west, the enemy must cross approximately 3000 meters of relatively open
terrain from which he can be observed from FSB 31, Thus he is particularly
vulnerable to artillery fire from this fire base, especially time fire util-
izing conventional munitions or the COFRAi. special munition. Because it flanks
the western approach, FSB 31 also affords an ideal gun target line for the
employment of artillery against an attack on DK SEANG from that direction,

The rugged mountain chain to the esst of 1LAK SEANG makes an attack from this
direction highly unlikely. FSB 31 is therefore the key to the defense of

DAK SZANG. FSB 19, located on the most doitinant 1hill mass to the west of

DuK S8ulNGs derives {ts importance from the fact that it sits astride the west-
ern apyuroach and c4n be used to block enemy forces ~ttacking fram the west
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or to prevent his escape to the border after he launches an attack against
the camp. _ .

r

he (3) BiW HUT - DiK TO Areé..

a. The logical objective of any attack in the BEN HAT - DAK TO area is
the Special Forces camp at BEN HiET, the U3 installation at DAK TO (FSB 1),

or- the city of TANH CaNH where the "ARVN h2d Regimental Headquarbers and two..
of its battallans are located. :

b. A ring of hills surrounds the BEN HET - D.K TO -~ TANH C.iH areas A
series of fire sup.,ort basas has been established on the dominant hills'come:
prising this ring of mountains in order to control the main approaches into
the area from the north, west, and south. Because of its importance as-a
fixad fire base for the employment of heavy artillery, the copture or destruct-
ion of BEN HET is necessary to any successful .attack on DK TO or TiNH C.NH
using an approach fram the west, The western aporoaches into BEN HET ore ef-
fectively blocked by two fire support bases, 32 and 29, FSB 32 located on
HILL 990, the most daminant piece of terrain overlooking BEN H:T, controls -
both the western valley and ridge aporocches from the T’RI-BORD...R area. The
approaches fram the scuth and southwest are effectively covered by F3B!s 29 and
15. While FS3 15 provides the capability of positioning addition#l forces om
high ground to the south of BEN HET in order to provide defense in depth, the
key to defense against an attack from this direction is FSB 29. It provides -
excellent observation ovdr the open ground to the west and south of BEN HET. -
In addition it derives o~dded impotance from the fact thot any attack on BEN
HET fram the west or south would have to ba corducted over a series of cross
compartments, Thus fire from artillery located on this base adds to the
enemy's difficulty in nogotiating these cross compartments, FSB!'s 16, 20, 27
and 28 provide the capability of positioning forces further to the south to.
attrite the onemy as he attempts to approach from that direction. However,
their occupation is not esscential to the defense of BEN HiT, They do, how-
evor, provide a means of jumping quickly bohind thc cnemy if he attempts to
withdraw to the southwest out of the BdN HuT - D:K TO area. The key to pres -
venting am attack om BN HiT fram the north is FSB 25 inasmuch as it is loe-
ated on the dominant terrain controlling the approach from that directiom.

FSB 25 in the hands of ths cnemy would pormit him to interdict movement of
Routa 512 oetwean DaK TO and BEN HET. F33 18 provides .the capability to
position forces further to the north in order to provide a defense in- depth.
The occupation of F3B's 25, 32, and 29 with a 105mm battery on any one of

the three-provides an unpreunable defensa against an atteck on BEN HET from

any direction, When tinese three fire bages ars occupled, FSB 13 .becomes
espacially valuabls for positioning medium artillery becouse of its central-
ized locotion and because it can e msupolied by road. When major encmy
forces are not located in the BEN HuT - D.X TO crea, I can afford good pro-
tection to BEN HET through the occupction of orly FSBts 25 and SWS.NY. FB
SWEESY is a particularly valuablé fire base. It is om = key terrain feature
which provides a cdmmanding view to the west, north, md cast. Its centril-
ized location in the FSB camplox of the BEN HuT- Di TO crec snables 105am ,
artillery positioned on it to cover FB's 15, 29, 25, 30, 3, 6 and both BEN .
HET and DGK TO. s




c. While the fire bases discussed above contributa to the defense o DiK’
TO and TUNH C.NH, I hove also established a sories of fire bases for close in-
protaction of thesc vital areas in the event enemy forces are able to bypass
the firebases guarding BN HET without being deteotod, or in the cvent an a-
‘ttack materializes from the TULDRONG Valley. FSB!s 30 and 33 control the ap-'
proach from the north, While FSB 30 is thc koy to the defensc against an at-
tack fraa the north, it is frequently nccessory to occupy FSB 33 since it is
used periodically as a mortar bosg by the enemy. The froquent usc of the hill
for this purpose has resulted in it bcing nicknamed "Mortar Mountain.® South-
wast of DK TO a high ridge runs from the northwest to the southcast. Becouse
of the cnemy's frequent usc of this hili mass to conduct rocket attacks against
D.K TO, it has bucn given the nicknamc of "Rocket Ridge." In order to proclude
such attacks, it has beon neccssary to construcf a series of fire basas along
this ridge. FSB's 5,6 and S'I4klY not only provide the capability to defend
against rockot attacks from this ridge, but block the approaches into DK TO -
TuNH G.NH from tho wost and southwoste FB SHifNY becomes a pivotal position
againgt attacks on Diik TO from the wost wnen F3B's 29 and 32 are not occupled,
" FSB 3 is utilizad to protect the critical bridge on Highway 512 over the DK
PO RIViR. Tuis highway is ussential to the resupwly of BEN H.T, F3B 3 is
also an excellent base for the positioning of artillery,

de Ths fire bases on the high ground ringing the BEN HuiT - D.XK TO area
afford a gignificant copability for insuring mutucl fire sunoort by artillery.
By using care in the selection of fire bases on which to locnte 105 znd 155
batteries, it is possible to insure' thot excellsnt gun target lines exist to
maximize mutual support.

5. (3) KONTUM — POLEI KLiNG jrea.

a. The provincial copital, KONTUM City, has historically been the target
of large scals ecnemy offensivc operations, highlighted by the battlo of DK
TO in November 1967, thc TET Offonsive in late Jamry 1968, and a two division-
al thrust in May and June 1988, operations which cost the cnemy over 3000
killed. The city of KONIUM is situated in a bowl, surrounded by mountains to
its north and east and foirly open approachcs fram the south and along the
DK BL.. River to thc west, The mhjor attacks against KONTUM have occurred
along this westerm approcch. -

b, The kegy to the dsoicnse of KONTUM City is the high ground surrounging
the POLAI KLuNG Special Forcas Camp, located approximntely 20 kilometers west
of KONTUM. The camp itsclf is located in o pronounced bowl, surrounded on the
north, wast and south by high mountains. The terrain to the ecst toward KON-
TUM is relatively flat and open, The D.uK BL.. and KRONG POKO Rivers, which run
along a north-south axis betwoen POLAI KLuNG and KONTUM, constitute a fairly
major obstacle, particularly during ths monsoon senson, When conducting operw
ations in the POLEI KLulG area, I have bridgud this obstacle =t POLEI KRONG,
and have thus been abls to resupply by road ns far west as the POLEI KLENG comp,
which is connacted to KONTUM by a passable unimproved road, Routé S11.

ce I have defended KONTUM by a ssries of thrce complexas of fire bascs.
To the immediate west of KONTUM and ecst of the DiK Bl and KRONG PCXO Rivers, '
FSB's INGRID, IRw. J, MURIEL and THUNDZR block the immedinte approcch to the =
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city fram the open 2rea to the west, I havd generally occupied one or more
of thesa fire basos during ths monsoon secson aftor romoving my float bridge -
.at POLBI KRONG. . ny cttompt to cross tho swollen rivers at this tims of yeor
would be a major onemy undertaking ond casily detectable from the dominating
torrain of INGRID and IRMi. J, both of which have an unobstructcd view and are
within 105mm artillery range of the KRONG POKO Vallcy.

des Tho dominating terrcin around the POLEI KLiNG camp is tho ridge limc
running gonerclly northwest to southcast some 6-8 kilomuters from the camp.
The series of FSB!s I constructod on the paaks of this ridge ling stretching
from BONK&¢ HILL ~nd 3RILLO P.D in the southe2ast to MILE HIGH ond DOT in the
northwest were the koy to my successful defense of: 2l KLENG against the
3250 NV.. Division in May and Junc 1980, With artillery seloctively positioned
‘on this complex of fire basus, I was 2ble to daminate not. only tho approaches
along the Yi RuY, DiK DRiH and. Y XREI river valloys to the west, tut also to
observe ond bring fire upon any cnemy forces attompting a ground attack on
PQLLI KLENG to thoe orst. Finally, FSB's SWINGZR amd PAUSE furthor to the west
offer the opportunity to jump infantry battalions and supparting artillery be-
hind snemy forcas attempting to maneuver against POLEI KLiNu, and to block ane
emy escope routos to C.yBODLi. I have novor occupied 21l of thesc fire bases
in the POLEI KLENG arca at any onc timc. Tha ~vailability of so many fire
bascs, howevor, provides mc tho flexibility to occupy mutuclly aupoorbing fire
baa‘qa. closely tailored to ths tactical gituation,

ge Minor ap:roaches to KON'IUla City ﬂso oxist fram the northesst and south-
waste In the northsast, trail nctworks ond oxcellunt covor ond conce~lment
provide tho en.my thc c"p"bility of approaching to within three or four kil-
ometers of thc city without dotoction. This routoc was usod by the 24th NV,
Rogiment whan it moved against KONTUM during TET. FSB!s 5 nnd 3 in this area
block this approach to KONTUM from the northcast. Tho relatively flat and
opon area to tho sauthwost of KONTUIM is covered by CIDG elomonts operating from
the excullent PLEIL :RONG Special Forcus Camp, whosc ably-lcd oporations I
have discussud slscwherc in this roport, F3B C.RMIN nortaocast  PLEI MRONG
was constructed to accamiocato a 155mm artillery battory, From C.RMeEN 155mm
artillery fire can covur the PLSI MRONG Camp, thoe brigade bose camp at LZ
1aRY LOU, ond tho cutire aroa north of Puil IRONG bounded by tho DK Bl.. River
as it runs north snd thun turns west at POLSI KROHG .

6 (3) PLAIKU - CaM? NI = 0.5I3 .roa.

as The Specicl Forces camps of PLEL MRONG, PLEI DJZRENG, DUC CO and PLEI
ME sit astrido the northwestern, wostom, ond southorn approaches fram C.MBOD-
I, into the PLEIKU ~ CuP iNARI ~ 0.SI3 arca. Tho importance of those Special
Forces camps in dotocting and intordicting oneny forces moving along thcsc
approaches mckes thom primu torgots for enamy attecks, nat only for military
purposes but for political purposus as well. PIE1 DJERENG ad DUC CO are par-
ticularly wulnerablo to -an attack from CuBODL, bccauss of their close proxim-
ity to the border, To provido tho capability to control those approaches and
protect tho above mentioned Special Forces camps, numcrous fire bases have
boun built on commonding torrain botween the C.MBODL.N border and HIGHWLY k.
I.con therefore rapddly position forcos to block any cnomy. throat which-
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dewlops dgainst the comps and by ocmpying a series. of ulbcw ﬂie bnni
I oan eanduct a dofonsc in dopth to counter attacks along a singlé-or mult-
iple avemus of approach against tho vitol areas of PLEIKU, CMP 2RI, aid
Qu31IS. In the pa.ragmpha that follow I will discuss these fire bascs begin-
ning with those in the north and procoeding cloclcwiae to: thoee locafed in the
south,

b. FSB LIILY commands the northwestomn ap“:roach into the city of PLEIXU,
It is located on & daminant kncfl thot ovorlooks the relatively flat and opem .
ground which extends to thc north and west of the city. The positioning of
artillery on this fire support brse affords a significant copability to break
up my attack on PLEIKU CITY emancting from the high ground to its north ad
west,

Co FSB BETTY provides the kcy to tho defense ct‘ PLEI DJERENG by con‘:rol-
1ing approochos fram the narth and wost, The hill om which this FSB is :ocat-
ed affords a commending view of tho PLEI DJERENG camp and daminates the Zirect.
western a Tg:oach from C.)}BODL. and thc northorn approach nlong the L. GR.I :
River, it would be necessary for the enamy to noutralizc FSB BEITY berore
he could launch an offactive attack on PLEI DJERENG. The series of fims~ bases
located to the north, west, and south of tho DUC CO Special Porces Camp effact-
iwoly control tho approaches from the west and south into this camp. The piv-
otal base is F3B H.RY S, since it sits on the most dominant terrain foature .
in the DUC CO - PLEI DJERENG area. FSB KLREN affords an excellent back-up to-
M.RY S, for it is an ideal fire sup.ort base far the positioning of artillery,
Not olhly docs artillery positioned om this vase offectively protect MLRY 8 but
it dlso affords an cxcollent gun targot line for the omployment of fires againat
forces attacking FSB -Ji.ll end DUC CO from the west, FSB KiHZN affords the cap-
ability to detect and block enamy farcas attampting to atteck DUC CO from_the
north, It also. assists in controlling the westom ap,roach from C.MBDL, into
PISI DJERENG, F3B JE.N 1s located on a. koy terrain feature which sits solidly
astride the wostern approach into DUC CO and which completely daminatos HIGH-
WaY 19W all the way to the border, It affords an excollent location fa the
positioning of rcdars and obsaervation posts for surveillanco of the NV. base
arsa -Just acrogs the bordor in CAMBDLi. iny attack on DUC CO to be success-
ful would rogquire the neutralization of JE\N. FSB JQWN lodated adjacent to
the DUC CO Spacial Forcos Camp provides tho capability of augmouting the forces
within that camp but servos principally as a forward base to support operations
in the IUC CO arva., FSB's BLiNc and VERL, although locatad on relatively flat
terrain, provide the capability to block enemy forces attempting to attack DUC
CO from the south., They arc particularly valuablo for the positdoning of torces
to cmmct SRP ope rations along the soythegm approgch to wc GO. .

. “The DUC CO afea is one of tha most, suitabla arong” for the’ employment
of enmy armor in all of Vietnom, " HIOHWLY 19W and the flat terrain to the
sauthoffor an excellent high spoed ammor approach into IUC CO,” The terrin -
stretching from DUC CO md PLEI DJERENG to the enst of PLEIXU md C.MP EN.RI.
is ideally suited for the conduct of amor oper~tions, Thus the thrcat posad
by an ammored-attack in the DUC CO ar.e has besen of constaut concorn tome,
partiocularly during the non-monsoonal period. For this recson, whenever I -
have indications of any sizeable build-up across the border trcn puc co, I

, XLt . _

*




forced by anti-tank weapons, 1 habitually employ my ar

forees in the area to the west of PLEIKU and CA mxbetmmxs 19”
amd 509 because the onemy usually has fercee operating in thie -emes to cem~
duot harassing attacks against EDAP ENANG and the district headguayters at -
TANH AN, and because it is the most suitable terrain in my A0 for the upl,or-
ment of auch forces.

e. The historic route of advance into the PLEIKU -~ CAMP ENARI - QiSIS
area has been the Ii\ DRANG RIVER Valley. To comtrol this approach, a serics
of fire support bases providing for defense in depth have been oconstructed,
These FSB's oonsist of VIRGINIA LEE, CHIEF, LAURA, SHARMAINE, PUMA, ROBIN,

- and MARTHA. The key to blocking an attack along this route ia FSB SHnRMINE

which is situated on the most dominant terrain to the southwest of QASIS.
7. (S) BAN ME THUQOT - DUC IAP Area.

a. DARLAC Province is normally not a part of the 4th Infantry Division
AO. Operations of the division in DARLAC Province have been confimed to par-
iods when a major threat to the city of BAN ME THUOT has developed. Bec: a3
of this and the fact that the terrain in the vicinity of BAN ME THUOT is .cl-
atively flat and open, no emtensive fire base complex has been constructed
in the BAN ME THUOT area. During the period July through October 1968, when
the division conducted extensive operations in the BAN ME THUOT area, US

_ forces operated for the most part to the west and north of the city while ARVN

forces operated to the sough and east, Thus the few fire bases portrayed on
the map in the vicinity of BAN ME THUOT are all located to the north and west
of the city. Of these, only FSB's R0S. and DiVID are located on high ground,
While numerous fire bascs were established for the defense of BAN ME THUOT
to block enemy approaches from the west and north, for the most part their
construction consisted of little more than clearing fields of fire, is a
consequence there was no necessity to number or name them for futare refer-

' . ence. Those to the west and north of a more permanent nature are depicted

on the map; however, in the absence of key terrain, practically all of them
merely provide a means to position forces astride the enamy's routes of ap-
proach from the west and north. The relatively flat terrain with no domin-
ant high ground enabled me to place my fire bases wherever they were best
suited in terms of the enemy situation and the location of other friemdly

forces, As an exception, FSB ROS! does command the westorn approach into the
-¢ity in that it provides excellent observation for a considerable distance

to the west and northwest,

b. PFire support bases depicted on the map in the DUC L\P area have been

 constructed primarily to prevent an attack on the DUC LAP Special Forces Camp

and the DUC LAP distriet headquarters, These fire support bases were con-
structed primarily to. locate headquarters of battalions and task forces and
te position artillery. Operations are eendusted frem a scries of forward
patrol bases positiomed te block ememy avemues from the morthwest, west, and
southwest 1eading to the camp and the district headguarters.

l-—NapshouingFSB's:LnDuKPEK DAX_SEANG, HEN HET - D.\xro,mx’omnm...
- KONTUM .reas (C) . :

.2 - Map showing FSB's in PLEIKU - CAMP ENARI - QASIS .raa (0)

3 - Map showing FSB's in BaN ME Mwl’ Area (0)




