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being constructed. Camplete evacuation of Khe Sanh is expected to be
canpleted during the flrst week of July. :

/ M IIT SIGNIFIOM. EVENTS
Chronolosgcai Sequerice of Events

1 June 1968. Recon inserts and extracts were the order of the day.

Three hot ingerts in the Scotland II area were attempted end five peaceful
extracts in Kentucky were completed. Fixed wing wac utilized
effectively under low cload cover in support of the propoeed inserts

and resulting immediate extracts.

2 Jane 1968. The sweep south of Khe Sanh was cammenced today with

LtCols MALS (CO VMO-6) leading a flight ef 4 Huey gunships and coordingting
a regimental size troop lift, using 12 Ch-46 transport helicopters. By
the end of the day over 1200 Marines were successfully Merted inte the
operatlonal areas.

Lt aspproximgtely 1945 hours, tower called Crash Crew and reported an
USA [H-1G crashed off station at LZ Sharon. The helicopter was burning
with one of the crew trgpped inside. Crash Crew dispatched four men and
six 30 pound PKP extinguishers aboard a Marine CH-46 to the area. Crash
Crew personnel knocked down the fire and pulled the man free..

3 June 1968, TUpon being diverted fram his re-supply mission, Maj. David
L. JLTHOFF (EMM-262) flew an emergency med-eva¢ mission in support of
Grasshopper "E", jAlthough weather was deteriorating and Huey gunships
were not gvailable, Maj. ALTHOFF successfully evecuated 5 emergency

and 5 priority med-evacs fram Grasshopper "E''s position. The pick-up
zone was extremely hot due to incaming mortars; but no damage to the
aircrztt was sustained. Four HMM-161 aircraft received battle damage
and Lauzce Corporal W. R. GRUBY, a CH-46 gunner was responsible for 12
NV, KB, and 2 VA 50 caliber weagpons destroyed while retuming enemy
fire. :

t June 798, in NV; rocket attack on LZ Stud caused considerable
damese vo HéMS-39 assets. The AVGAS tanks and pumps were destroyed.

5 Junc 1258, Prov M.G-39 received the word that there was to be a troop
1ifv ol 570 wen, 50 minutes fram the time the message was received. Thirty
minutes after the call was received, 6 aircraft from HMM-262 were mustered,’
briefed wd launched. The mission was campleted without incident.

6 Juu: "958, Lsnce Corporal W. R. GRUBY (HHM-lGl) added 4 NVA KBA's to
Tis erisss Ag 12 for a total of 16 in ¥ days while serving as a helicopter

prepmps \mgmﬁm) ’

% i ,n‘é’u.
; "1"1 IR “(‘1-
H

ﬁ“m“lw- ..




5750 ‘ i : o
3 03419660 . . - *,v_._......

10 J ar 19&:0

gunner, More trOOp 1ifts in support of Task Force Hotel were conducted
todays Sea Worthy 431 flight {VMO-6) controlled a battalion sime lift
into a hot zome. Chatterbox 6-8 (EMM~262) was forced to land at

XD 922 289 after caming inder heavy 50 caliber fire. The gunships
covered the mescne of the crew and expended 277 2.75 inch rockets and
over 19,000 rounds of 7.62 toosuccessfully canplete the troop l:lft.

T June l% P mother enemy rocket attack was made on LZ Stud which
destroyed aviation ordacnee stored in the area.

8 June 10689 Two Huey gunsh:.ps fran WM0-6 and 6 CH-%'s frcm HM{-161
mgde a tactical 600 man troop lift in the Khe Sanh area. The sone was
pre'pped by artillery fire and the UH-1lE gunships laid down supressive fire -
priosv to the first landing wave. The troop lift was completed without - -
incidonte 2,UH-1E gunships from VMO-6 and 2 CH-46's fram HMM-262 made
a sum,essf,‘u.l emergency recon .team extraction. The team Marshall Hall,
was in contact with NVi troops and reeeiving autamatic weapons and small
ams fire, -Fixed wing aircraft were not availabla requiring the gun~
ships to lgy down suppressive fire while the CH-46 aircraft made the
succeesful exu'action. This mission was accamplished. af ter dark without
1r~'-1clsnt. N e ' S O Co

9.June 1968. Seaworthy 424 flight (VMO-6) was on its way home fram a
trocp 1ift when mirror flashes were spotted. . /fter several low passes

a londing wss' mada snd a Tecon tewn. without radios was located. Transport
helizopters were ca...led and the recon team extracted. '

1l Tirie 1968“ Two UH—.LE gu.ﬂBhlPS from VMO-S providing cover for 2 CH-146

gircraft Zrcm HEM-181 on a medsvec fram LZ Torch, supplied suppressive

fire on » mortar pocition. The transport aircraft reported taking enemy 6. Lk
roviLs fire and .50 calibar fire. An O-1 fram the Quang Trl detachment '
hat 7alled in an airstrike on the mortar position but the LZ cantinued

4o mereivé incoming. The 2 gunships rolled in on target, taking suspected

250 ¢alther fire. On completion of the gunship runs the transport

elT3Tu ¢ rare able to successfully ct.mplete the- medevac. '

<

..Scniiand II, observed what appeared to be tank tracks crossing ..:-

a I4vii ¢ -a uwaderwater bridges They followed the tracks to their end

A hegan ¢ investigate the -area. They received .50 caliber fire from

e srea end returned same. - ifter refueling and rearming the gunships @ i u . 1
consianed their wission. They next spotted a probable camouflaged wehicle

and - d..ﬂ,fini"z’e‘ vauicle turn around area. .They received fire and returned

sam-: . ter =earming the gunships returned to fire on the position again

bef ore. ratv.mlag,_;!,o Khe Sanh to debrief.

g \anm@mswﬁ
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14 June l% o Five .50 caliber poaitions on the approaph ‘40 the L2
made the first minutes. of the. troop lift interesting today. A »attalion
size 1ift south of Khe Sanh was greeted by previously concealed NVA after
fixed wing and artillery prep failed to knock them out. The first wave
was landed and the 50!'s were spotted. Before the second wave arrived
Seaworthy 4-22 flight (VMO-6) cambined with the .0's and fixed wing on
station to knock out the esutamatic weepons positions enabling the
campletion of the mission to be uneventful, .

15 June 1968. - At aspproximately 1640 hours, Crash Crew hot spot noticed a .
large fire at FLSC fuel pit area.- Crash Crew personnel responded with -
- three vehicles and started to fight a large bunker fire, At 1845 the

fire was extinguished and all cra.sh vehicles returned bdo.the Cirashir un
Crew area to refit. :

19 June 1968. YR-31 (HMM-161) crashed in LZ Turkey near the Khe Sanh
strip killing the pilot and co-pilot. The rest of the crew and passengers
escaped. uithout in,]unes. Cause af the acc:.dent is still under investlgatlon.

June 126 . The Dong Ha ammunltion dump ca.ught fire by a.ct:.on af enemy

rnunds The Crash Crew stoodby since they could not get close enough to
- the fire because of exploding shells. The Dong Ha emmo dump exploded aJ.ong i«
with the POL dump. The fire lasted for several hours.

21 June 1968 During the night Quang Tri airfield received sevgi‘al enemy
rockets with no damage to personnel or equipment,

2 June 1968. Two CH-46 gircraft from HMM-161 and 2 UH~1lE gunships fram
VMO-6 were called upon to extract a recon team that was in heavy contact
with ’W troops north of Dong Ha. The gunships directed fixed wing air-
craf't which prepped the area for three hours, while the CH-46 aircraft
orbited and waited to go in for the extract. The gunships reamed three
times and expended over 100 rockets and 10,000 rounds of 7.62 in
suppressive fire. With darkness spproeching the HMM-161 CH-467s went
into the zone and extracted the team. .ll aircraft involved in the
extraction were exposed to hegvy .50 caliber fire but managed to canplete
the mission without taking any hits.

25 Jrue 146P, hile scouting an NVA mortar position, two UB-1E gunships
from VMO Came under heavy .50 caliber fire. After delivering a full
5 *mee-lead.&n_the position, the flight returned to Khe Sanh to inspect
QL YL ziyoxalh. £k damage. Rearming and finding that no damage had been
$ e 'redi,, ‘the’ ips returned once more to the target. They were
| e -doined-by.two. A=Y aircraft and during the attack cne A-4 sustained
battle danage and the pilot ejected. The pilot was picked up ¥y one

of the gunships and retu:nfed to Quang ‘UN @MSS“HE@JIM (1)
Wy ' ——
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2 June 1968. Aircraft fran ProvMiG-39 flew a tactioal troop lif¢t in
support of Operation Ksntucky. 20 CH-46 aircraft were supplied by HMM-161
and EHMM-262. 4 UH-1E gunships for-cover and’ 1' UH-1E slick aircraft. was. . -
supplied by VMO-6: ~The lift was separated imto two main elements. mm-zez
lifted. spproximately 000 troops fram YD275668 and dropped them in a series
of pre~selected landing zones in the vicinity of grid square YD1669.
HMM~-161 1if ted approximately 600 troops from Camp Carrol to the zones in
grid square YD1468, a third Marine force was to walk in from the vacinity
of grid square 2167, thus formming a three pronged sweep from the North,
Southwest and Southeast. A fourth force, consisting of sRVN units acted
as a blocking force on the Easterm border of the TAOR. Fixed wing flights
prepped the area with hard. ordnance and ngpalm while the UH-1E gunships
prepped individual landing zones. One UH-1E slick acted as a C&C bird
carrying the troop cammenders on aen airborme recomnaissance of the landing:
areas Only one fire incident was reported by the tramsport helicopters.’
One aircraft was hit with small amms fire but demage was limited. ‘

28 June 1968. At epproximately 0930 the tower notified the Crash Crew that
an .y UH-1H was inbound with tail rotor trouble. During the final approach
the aircraft lost complete tail rotor control and crashed on the taxiway.
The Crash Crew responded, extinguiahnd the snall fire and resousd five af
the eleven peuamol aboard o

20 zersonnel. Cr:i.ti.cal Bhortages exista an tollowu .

753 - A critical shortage exists in second. tour or
C UL emeriemat avistors.
) 6319 T - LA cr&.tical shorta.ge exists in the supervisory

| ranks E-5 ﬁmu@x B-T.
ba - M—lél. No oritical ehortages exists.

‘co. HMM-262 - - -
620 _— -4 criticai nhortage 'exiﬁstau in sup'erusory

’personnel in ranks B-5 through E-7.

o . v s st st \@N@MSSMF\\E@\

3e Ag‘nmistratlon. Administration continuu to 'be hamyer'efhy the
shortage of offfce equipment -and materials. - .

‘;g:*‘ A mclosure (1)
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4o pwnrdse The following award recommendations have been sukmitted
during this period.

Qe DFC'S - 2

be Bronze Star ~1

Ce Silver Star - 2

d. 4ir Medels - 2121

es Navy Commendgtion - 5§
fe Navy Achievement - 2

5. Casualities R L

ae Hostile: KIA:: 3
WIAs 5

b» Non-hostile: Dal: 1
* OFHER: 5

6 Morale[!el.fgg Progams

as The officer's club is in the final stages of completion,
Opening is anticipated during the month of Julye.

be 4s the new mess hall is completed the 014 one will be utilized
as an enlisted olub and recreation hall,

Ge A New prefab building for epecial services ha.s been received and
constSuction is anticipated very soom.

de Religious Servises

(1) Sunday Services  Nimber Attendance Comsinned

Av M. 5 248 83

P. M. 5 86 63

= Rez.an Catholic Mass 5 279 215
= LD3 {Mormon) 4 18 F/a

(2 Plwation /W\
T Religious Discussion-Gmlp’ Attendance 22 | MSS”HM
‘ .';:.:v.;{.v} :’3 ’ 8 . - Enclosure (1)
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(3) Cotmsélip_g-

Religious
Pre-Marital -
Domestic Qonflict.
Character Disorder
~ Psychonewrotic
Transf er-Discharge
Red Cross
Miscellameous
Above individuals seen in theregpy more than once 32
Total profeas:.onal counsel:.ng cases for J‘una : 98

Te Civie gcw | “ -

The Group Chgplin,,LCDR ROINEY R. SCHEER, CHC, USN, a Lutheran Pastor,
algo serves as the Civic Action Officer. During the month of June the
Group Civic sction Program was organized. The area of responsibility for
PROVM.iG-=%9 is in Trieu Phong District Borderingthe Song Thach Han River.

A Personal Response School was conducted on 25 Jume 1968 with 27 students
attending. The following contributions were made through the PRGVHAG-39
Chgpel and Civic Action Program: .

180 pencils :
1 pair childrenis shoes
2 dells
~... -~ .15 pads writing paper
' 1 case cherry pie filling

1 case dehydrated onions

1 case dehydrated cabbage .

15 cases cormmeal =~ "

38 e,asea povored milk
These items vere given to the Trieu Phong District chief for further

distribution to the refugees in the diatrict.

8. Intellismnce

se {fuzale Intelligence support of Group Operations continued to
improve wita an increased utilization of agrial photography and visual.
reconnaissanoes Low level oblique aexial photogrephy was obtained of
HLZ's fur a multi-battalion vertical assualt ®elow Khe Sach 1-10 June.
Efforts to pmlde more detailed intelligence briefings before large
operations wére more successful, especially that prior to a multi-battalion
1:!.ft :l.nto "Lea..nerneck Square" (Operation Kentucky) beginning 16 June.

Tha mtelligence net crystallized during this month into the channels

shown in theggpendip togart III section 8 of enclosure (1).
9 Enclosure (1)
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" be Statistics

Fire incidents 104
Bit incidents , 24
Total hits 84
Lircrew casualities 5 WIA (m) (from hos-t:l.la fire)
Spot reports 3

e §1Eiflcan“ Intelligence Develggents. Enemy action against
PROVMAG-E was reflected by the large number of ground to air incidents
(see paragraph b above) and an attack on the Quang Tri Combat Base at

- 2250H on 21 June. 15 Rockets impacted in the 3KD MARDIV (Rear) area with
1 rocket landing on the air bgse's light aircraft ramp inflicting light
damage. The rocket a¢tack was accompanied Wy a light ground probe (small
ams fire and B-40 rockets) on the NW side of the QTCB perimeter. -

framy initiated ground action was very light with NVA/VC Main Force
Units appsrently moving into their base ‘areas. Agent reports said they
were preparing an sutumn-Winter Offemsive to ®egin around 20 July, the
anniversary of the partio‘zipn if Northcekd South Vietnam.

On 16 June anemy helicopters were spotted on radar, appamntly
resupplying artillery positions alomg the IMZ from Tiger Island.
Helicopter sightings continued for :kout ¥wo weeks and were accampanied by

increased incidents of artillery fire on our northern positions culminated
by the complete destruction of the Dong Ha ammo Supply Point,

9. Alr Operations
ae June Totaia

C£RGO PAX_ MEDEV,CS MEDEVC MISSIONS HRS SORTIES

373,35 Tons 433913 200 . 554 SR 22,878
b, Quarterly Totals _ | ' ' '
5787.0 Tons = 83,064 8023 2150 14984, 53,948

co Toi-ls from 26 Feb 68 to 30 June 68 , ,
75:7-% Tons 89,757 9868 2652 18,3%.92 63,408

1Cs {¢ :mand Pelatiorships

: “‘- gs  Dr-auxiliary headquarters First Marine Alrcraft Wing was established

’s‘m cpezeting ot Qyeg Tri, RVN on 20 June 1968, BGen HQMER S. HILL, USHC,

J,,sqlstan‘b Wag. 'scam,and.e*, First Marine alrcraft Wing is presontly assigned
e | 10 Bnclosure (1)
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%0 this command post.
be The £ o"lmingbongrutl.latozy message was neceived;

'Ehe support provided Task Force Hotel by the lst Marine Aircraft
Wing during the recent Robin North and South. actions was magnificent, "
Total logistic- and ~ampat sipport rendered by Marine Air to two regiments =
in the assualt wroté a new pageé in the history of the Marine Air<Ground Team.
Skillful and tireless helicopter support carried the seven infantry ~ = .
battalions of the- lbt and 4th Marines in a rapid series of assualts and -
maneuvers through major ememy sirang holds in the rugged terrain south -
of Khe Sanh. Through the rapidly chanhging and widely spread operation
18,700 troops were lifted in cambat assuslt and maneuvers. The seven
infant+y batialions, plus 9 firing Batteries of artillery were- resupplied
continually. Altogether, 3,200 tons of food, water, ammunition, and other .
necessary suppl.ies were delivered by Marine helicopters during Robin North
and South, The high mcoilit: plus- the'massive- level: of logistic support .
delivered directly to the engaged campanies and battalions wherever they
were lnc:ted; gave:ground comranders & new freedam of action which. -
cantributed directly to their ability to out maneuver and. to out shoot. the
enery, at every tnrn, ‘on his own ground. DL R

Day and night air.support, closely woven into. the scheme  of ground
maneuver by lst MiW fixed wing attgck aircraft, observation pilots, and
air support radar teams rounded out the Air Ground Tear Package. :Maneuver -
of ground units by foot and by helicopter, behind a screen of highly =
accurate; timely, and lethal air support, helped keep friendly losses %o
pinimum levels during bold maneuvers in strongly held enemy ter.'raix}. )
Merine fixed wing aircraft flew ower 1,300 sorties in 18 days, delivering
2,180 tons of ordnance including 235 missions and L39 tons delivered at
night and during bad weather. Fixed wing air during the actions egna_aL
65 scoondary explosions, destroyed 17 mortars, 2] automatic wegpons and
(un'caown) ertiaireraft positions, 2 artillery positions, 380 enemy bunkers and

35 11.11ing holes and Gaves.

ihe effectiveness of the Marine Air-Ground Team Package was
again maxn Z2stly clear. 696 regular troops of the North Vietnamese Amy
were %iil-+ in Robin North and South between 1 and 9 June in vhat was .
before .- s«'omy stronghold. The professicnal excellence and can-do spi
by 18t} ;ersonnel were key factors in making this extremely chal}.ex;fglng
Je.g On poseible, Vell done and cengratulations to the persomme e
lst .ucine sircrsft Wing for a superb performence. BGem HOFFMAN sends.
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1. .r:snizational latas

& ‘Tovisismal ilesdquarters an:. isiutensnoe iquadron 37, ‘ro-
viziomal “arice dreraft orecp 39, lst Sarise «draralt siag was
ased at erise uacg Tl idrfield; V1 %W rovids mup ot Ior ibe
.agtical squudrens ard “astisal elimeuts abd -mang 1, g e,
‘amp Caxreil sd LI Stude

e Ferind coversd 2y Wiz recors: 1-3lagol.

c. JCommmnding fZieer #B-39r ajer . 2. WL, X0
sdnistrative Mlliesr Bi:S=391 First Lismitanens -rnies .

JALTGAABAY, GRS

d. Lsvarage wathly sirem;th: lariue .oppat 30 ~Ificwrs, 395
salisted. mmy: 2 Llicers, 15 .alistede

2. Sg-Aliesnt ventas

& 5 .ug « s .eonnandt of the <arise orps, ‘eaeral .R.u’*a.,
laspesied bomy Loard of 3:IS-35 and vinited the ares.

Be 3 aug - 2 oow "% wns opened at 2ang It ddrfield,

Ge 7T img = a 20w nlisted :nts Slud wes cpened at Kaeg FL dre
de 10 seg = .Lange of ommand cremony relsiving ajer . . SRAD
and assizedng ‘ajer . 2. LLET was gonddueted iid was ailtended 3y the

o 1Q iug - igisxr . Yo AIs was joinsd on the ralls of & GwiP,
je sswumed dutiss af . Rid=39 this date.

e 13 ng = vt pbwrt 7. FECELL w8t weconded in astion 20t svap-
zatod woands lafs am - bagite :

3- seuarals

s The % Be)® IFDE anit disvesed 1,104,112 gallows of Ji=k and
103,609 zalleas af 7 zam se its uang ri, .au;rhanduatuiuel-
lizies.

3. mse utilitlies orovided 745,00 zallous 9 -utadle water ’?NC AS? \

ang ¥i sdirfisld aod dsizhoering rd arics “ivision omidS. SArEl
8s o “osthall 3% -uang i operawed 1. iiv-li=19 Jed am swerage

of 1353 zecple in Lts 30D wan Jacility. - )




