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HEADQUARTERS 
Proviaictial Marine Aircraft Group 39 

lat Marine Aircraft Wing 
Fleet Marine Force Pacific 

P'PO San Francisco, 96602 

From: Commanding Oft:lcer 

f 1-ot.I Jlf..4-c- - J )' 59'<:_ 

&;'1 <f,..,,1 Ala v¥.J-6r 

J:RRR.:.gac · . 
5150 
Sers ; QJJ.260~8 
16 September 1968 

.• :..> 

To: Commanding General, First Marine Aircraft Wing ( G-3) 

Subj: Command Chronology for the period of 1-31 August 1968; subnission of 

Ref: (a) · WgO 5750.l.C 

--Encl: J (1) Connna.nd Chronology for Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 39 
J ( 2) Command Chronology for Provisional Headquarters and ~ ~ 

Maintenance Squadron 39 ~ Q ,,(}-. 
J ( 3) Command Chronology for Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 161 V ~ ~ 
J(4) Command Chronology for Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 262: -' 
J(5) Command Chronology for Marine Observation Squadron 6 ~ ·V 1 

~( 6) Command Chronology for Marine Air Traffic Control Unit 62 fJJ1 
J.7) Command Chronology for Marine Air Traffic Control Unit 66 \ J 

1. In accordance with the instructions contained ·in reference (a), 
enclosures ( 1) through ( 7) are subni tted herewi the 

list MAW S&C No. 

I 

r. --t3 
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-- ·-· ~- ·---
PART l ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. Staff 

a. Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 39 
·- .. 

(1) Col. Walter SIENKO _l-31 Aug 68 c.o. 
(2:) LtCol. LouiaA. GULLING 1-31 Aug 68 x.d • . 
(3) Capt. Lawrence E. TANKSLEY 1-31 Aug 68 S-1/J..djutant 
(4) Maj. Jolm A. H11..THAW'h.Y 1-31 Aug 68 S-2 
(5) Maj. Arthur C • CRli.NE 1-31 Aug 68 s.-3 
(6) Maj. David C. WORKMON l-31 Aug 68 s-4 
( 7) Ma-j. William: A. McGAW Jr. 1-31 Aug 68 Avn Safety O 
(8) - LCdr. Rodney R. SCHEER : • · · · · l-31 Aug 68 Chaplain 
(9) Lt. Drewry H. MOIUUS . 1.-31 Aug 68 Flight Surgeon 

_, - -· 
b. Provisional Headquarters· end !'faintenance Squadron 39 

. . 
(1) See page l of enclos~~ .. (i) .. to enclosure (2) 

.. : .. 

c. Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 161 

(1) See· ·page 1 of : enclosure (l) to enclosure (3) -- " 

· d. --Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 262 

(1) See page 1 of enclosure (1) to enclosure (4} . 

e. Marine Observation Squadron 6 · - ; 

· (l) See page 1 of enclosure (1) to enclosUI'e· (5) 

·· f. Marine Air Traffic Control Unit 62 --· 

(1) See page 1 of enclosure (1) to enclosure (6) 
•"';'· . . . :_ ' -

g. Marine Air Traffic Control Unit 66 -

(1) See page l of enclosure (1) to enclDeure (7) 

_.J 
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2. Provisional Marine /J.rcraft Group 39 
First Marine Aircraft Wine; 

3 :RR..11.: gac 
l C. Soptember 1960 

Fleet Marine Force Pacific, FPO San Francisco, 96602 
1-Jl August 1968 

J. Average Monthly Strength 

Marine Officers 

Navy Officers 

4. Important Visitors: 

205 

5 

Marine Enlisted 

Navy Enlisted 

1040 

17 

General LEONlillD F. CHAPMl.N Jr., Commandant of the Marine Corps 

Major General PAUL J. FONTli.NA, Deputy Commanding General, FMF, PACIFIC 

PART II 

During the month of 1-Jl Aut..JUSt 1968, units of Provisional Marine 
Aircraft Group 39 supported the following Operations: KENTUCKY, 
LANCli.STER II, SCOTIJ.ND II and Nl'J?OLEON/.31J.INE. F].ftng in support of 
Task Force Hotel and Operation Li.NCli.STER II utilized most of the re­
sources of the Group, with only minor troop and logistical require­
ments in the SCOTIJJID II TA.OR. Opcrntion KENTUCKY did not account for 
many hours of the Group, though costly in aircraft and personnel. 

Weather has not been a hampering factor except for the heavy cross 
, wind conditions which cut down on the 0-1 operations. 

Statistically, Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 39 flew 5,072.5 
hours in 18,088 sorties. There were 35,037 troops carried, and 2,631.2 
tons of cargo, in a total of 745 rn.ed-evac missions flown there were. 418 
emergencies, 668 priorities and 578 routine med-evacs carried. 

Aboard the airfield, the Elllisted Club was opened in ·the old Mess­
hall and the construction of the Officers I Club was completed and ~s now 
open. 
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. .; : .·.: ~ --- ~-· ~ r:: ~~--= .. ·1. _Pi.RT ·III . SIGNIFICANT EVENTS · 
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I • - ••• • • • • • ". . : • • ~ • • ·-. - • •.._~ • - ,· ...:_i :._ 

C~~~~l~.,:e:S.~q~~~~~ 1 0:-~·~~~~:S ;:· ,:~~ ~.:~ :_ · · , '.>· :_ :; ~:::~~~ -;,-; · _.-~{:;~• .. ":l' ... ~~)e ~-~.:t~~---:' J~-
1 Atigusti·I968~-- _ .. The .PH-lE. (}~h,ipa ~o:r_·;YMQ~ ::~t~.~ the -JJJ9~t'.h(Wi~~,~-~ :~~ . 
hours and the . $ig4tin8 af~rq_~ket positi,onEi as they fired ·· on: the ROckpile~ 
Su:PPressi ve fire' __ We.a. dqli:ve.~d. but , rio _Aamage : asses ament . ·coUld .·Q.0 1JU¥le .~ - -~­
at the time. - :. .. .- .- ... ·. . --. ... . :. ; . : _ . .. _ "::-~: _: : ... _, .,._,. ~·~ : ;·:._~.~~~r.-~'.:<·; 

3 August 1968• The VM0-6 UH-lE GunsMps : a.S~igzieci to cove~ ~ . s.ch~dcl.ecl -~ . 
. trooPlift were diverted to a.Ii emergency e~raction ·of a recon ·team • . :._ .·-:­
Working under a 409' coiling, the initi~ section of @lllShips were unable 
to provide adequate ·cover 'for the CH-46•s of ·m1;..161.; "· The"CH-46•s ·:took:· 
heavy ·small ·mis ·fire on approach aiid wayed 'off, l~tcir ·)noVing the-LZ · · · · ., 
150meters, and With the ·arrival of another section of· gunships on· station, 
the Cli.TTLEC!JJ.. aircraft again went down and was able to effect the pick 
up, with the guns delivering effective suppressive fire. · -

4 11.ueyBt i968i• ~Tli~ · qtr~46 .,& .:.~f'EMM~l.6l>~ · HMK.:.262' dokreq•Jiithe~gtlii!"<.~. 
iships .of VM0=6 worked ' ori ·two -troop··1.ifts .carcying 1100 troops ·a.n.d .19.l· · 
~ons of . cargo:~ '. )'i.h ~ e.cti~ :mortar_posi~G)if~ spott~d""by the O~l aircraft; ot~ 
VMO~ , was·· taken under·· fire ~ b;Y 'the HUEI'0 gunshii)s · resuitini--ili" tW'~Iffit~ is ·"'i ~: 
mid two secondary explosiODBe -::-. · ---.· - · - · · -- -· ·· . - .. :.: ' '· ., --~~-. u .::-

- .. -·· ·. ,- ;···_: ·':"'L· "·: · · :_...: ; ~ . . ·.)_.,,.. .. _·_. -·.-· ·f' !·• : ... ,;;: • . _,. ::: :' · '..:~~- •·; ·. •· , .. . ; __ '. .,,_:;..:.J.. _ : -.~~ 

.6 'A (:'" -- t : i~6a~--~~~ ,1~~~c:9nJ~~$rt!6nI.'.~tii;~il~h~irt '~r~. hrr~~~ .. _-?-: 
HMM~, ··the ' second"CFr-46·:to9k-·ffre --On·: t1le· approaCh~ ~·1mocking 'out~: o'n$ ' o:f· 
his engines• .· Due to his load, the CH-46-_ C<?~·. not- remain .airl:)()rne· and 
a co:nt:rO;IJiid ' cr~h : landing was' niade ' in- a. thic!rjungle . c-anopy.._ ~ After~-~'~ . ..:..;:, 
desttoYine th~ r'a:dios: ... ¥1d with. tbe ~d O:.t :. ~h_e _ ree<ott'°teanr's: ~ad16~ .~ tli~ ~" .. 

=crew plus the recon"te·anfmovod ·to the ... we$t. 9.t ·the' crash· site · to ~ a-= rneam-_ 
· bed. The ieoo: CH ~46 piloted· bi Captain HERBERG· went into .the ·stream bed' 
and" succes~sf'Ul.:cy- ._picked up thd~crew and: the team under the face- of' the'; .· 
erum\Y f'irG • · ~~- ·~ -~~'__. ==:··-.· ·~ -~-·- _:_ ._ .-. ,,. __ ' ·-.. · " - ~ · > - '!'. - , ~ · ~· "· '--~- · -- - .: ;.·. -J. ·_: __ . _._,_- ,·.:_: ._·~- ·: • _:·_ .. ;:~_1 _:, 

. ...,; . : . ~· .. ·: . . - . ...:- ..... . ~ .:.. _../ ·. -~ : ... --.....:- :_ ·- ... : ...... ~-~ ·.~ '·: - . - -
. . . 'i . i : ........ . - ·~ • 

" At, Quang: Tr:i.'- Airfield~ :. the ~cras_h . c;-ew ~esponded : '"b.! a f~ .· ori· ·an·iumy 
UH .:.:i:. , The: ftiEf was · extiµguished 'With. na" iil.ju:rieS' ·to fligh.t:'.crew -.or ... the-. · 

crash~ c~ew ~sonn:~~ . -:-~:- -· ~;_ · · . . _::· :.\ _ 1 ·:;_~~ -;i :~ :~~~~ -~ ~~· _ ·_, · :!~~f~~T --~.;·;~ ·:J :-:~ 
8 August 1968;;: _Recon irufertions ~ erlr.ac~ioni· were~ _the -'o~e:t' of ~ the dc:cy-, 
along 'With lOgi'stical support of Task .. Force · Hotel' based at· VANDERGRIFT ·· 
Combat Base, . .fonner~ LZ STUD • . The ~-lE slick :new 5.0 houre ·carrying _· 
the CG, Jrd Marlliv to nearJ.i all tho"fire bases- in his T.t..OJ.:Cto · visit his 
Field Commanders• · · · "· · · 

.. 
9 August 1968. t: _!light- er.lel!gElZl.Cy_~raction of a recon tea:in surrounded by 
NVl~ wns accomp~~~~-,~hf?~h.1 .th.e~.arrk of HMM-262 and VM0-6. 

Eijjtt"Wda~oo~u~anm ''-" ,; --. 
..... -·- - . ..:: . ~· .... 

·.; . ·, 

. : . I 
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14 August 1968. Recon extractio~ again proved to be the highlight of 
the day as they were successful in an .emergency situation due largely to 
the close coordination of the VM0-6 and HMM-262 aircrews. Suppressive 
fire by SEA.~RTHY kept the NVA fire minimal as the CHATTEROOX aircraft 
went into a zone under fire to extract a team that had one man wounded. 
The extraction was completed successfully without further injuries to 
personnel or battle damage to the aircraft. 

15 AugUst 1968. VM0-6 gunships were launched to support a recon team 
that was surrounded by NVA. The two -gUriships operated in marginal weather 
created by a rainstorm to effect the relief of the recon team by a 
compan;y of Marines supported by tanks. After rearming and expending 
their ordnance three times, the units were joined, due largely to the 
direction of the SEA.WORTHY section which achieved 8 KM 's during the . 
mission. 

16 A~t 1968. All the squadrons of ProVMAG-39 new in support of 
Operation LANCASTER II, with several emergency missions in the fom of 
troop lifts and resupply. HMM-262 sustained several battle damaged air­
craft and wounded .cr0'Wlllen in efforts to accomplish their mission o~en in 
minimal weather• : 

,. ~ ... . 

17 A~t 1968. Troop lifts were the order of the day, with 1986 troops 
carried. The Group flew 173.5 flight hours in 673 sorties. · : · _ 

-- . 

19 August .1968. · f.. tactical troop lift along the southern boundary of the 
DMZ occupied most of the assets of ProvML'i.G-39. Going into zones which 
had been prepped by artillery .. and airstrikes, all of the CH-46 aircraft _ 

' took fire on the approaches to the various LZ ts, and ca.suaJ.tiee were · 
· sustained • .. During the afternoon, ·one CH-46 of HMM-262 was destroyed by 

enemy fire aB ·he attempted to land, - resulting in the ' death of the: crew 
chief and two gurmers and serious injury to the two pilots. ~ , · · 

21 Auguat 1968. Ar~con; extracti~n proved to be the "highlight of .the · . ... 
day when the team to l:e· picked . up spotted several NVA -around their ·z·one • 
The Ulf-lE gunships of VM0-6 expended· their-~· ordnanc8 on the NVA and 
directed a FINGERPRINT 0-1 from V110-6 to their location. After the 
~gun.bird.a oeparte.d ·.the F·INGERPRINT pilot ran b. flight of fixed wing on the · 
NVA position. Upon returning, the gunbirds fired suppressive fire as · 
the CH-46 went into the recon 1s LZ and completed the extraction without 
further incident. · · · 

5 
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22 A.ugpst 1968. Resupply_ of .Jl'.!l. MarDiv units in the field was }¥unpered 
by enemy .rfu. · During a ~econ team insertion, a IDti-161 CH-46 took 
heavy small arms fire whic~ killed one crew ~r and wounded two o.thers • 
An 0-1 from VM0-6 was working with a. Marine ground unit in contact with 
NVA. Directing airstrikes against the enenzy-, FINGERPRINT 49. JoTas a.bl.a to 
cl&im 3 bunkers and 10 NVA destroyed on one drop a1one. · ·· · 

.c. 

24 A~ 1968. While covering a resupply mission.- to· Hill 950, ·two of the 
gun · of VMO~ discovered an enemy mortar positiqn and destroyed it. 
In the evening, the. CH-46•s of HMM-262 re~eived an emergency extract 
mission of a. team surrounded by NVJ~ and under attack. Once airborne, 
the mission was changed to. pick up a platoon and reinforce the recon . 
team. Trying to i.neort the platoon, the two 0~-46•e took hea:vy -firc which 
wounded two crewmen and the co-pilot of tpe se~ond airc~aft. The pilot . 
took the wounded back to their .P:l:ck up point with OtD3· engine: knocked · 
out and transferred the wounded to the lead aircraft. The pilot of the 
second _ crl.rcraft th~n managed to get _the bat_tle damaged· a.:trcraft., ba:ck'- to.'-t 
Quang Tri. Getting another aircraft and crew, the same; ~ection werit .out 
to contimie the mission but the second aircraft crashed 'on the approach 
to the troop. pick up zone, probably due to enemy fire. .A. CH-46 from 
IDM-161, assigned night med-evac, with the aid of VMO~ gunships, 
located the crashed aircraft and landed to extract. the crew. : All·. of. the 
med-evac crew except the pilot in command got out to rescue the crew, 
some of which were pinned in the wreckage. W:ith a . new -~act.ion formed, 
the mission was again resumed, but forced to discontinue been.use of 
intense enemy. fire in the z.one. . . .· -

, - - . . . .. . ' . . - . -

25 August 1968. The recon team that had gotten into the trouble on the 
previous night was extracted by the CH11.TT~X aircraft of HMM-262 without 

' sustaining any battle damage. 

28 August 1968. Recon extractions ngain proved to be the highlight . ?f • 
the da.y. Iruring an extraction of lffiSTY FOOT re.con team, the gunbirdB of 
VM0-6 fired suppressive fire on 3 to 4 .5oc111~ positi9ns, epabling the 
CH-46 rs to make the extraction. After its succ~ssful completion~- ·the 
Vl{O~ section ret~ed to register artillery on the NVA positions. 

_ _ 3l.4ugust . l.96.8e._ The aircraft of ProvMAG:.39 fle:vr · ·159.S: fllgbt ·hours ;to 
i end the , month, . primari4" in support of Operation LANC!ISTER ·rr; ·· · 

!' ~ : l; ' ( .· t • ~ .. ... J.. . , . : .. . ~ : :" · ~ 
· i. Personnel. Cri t.ical shortages exist as fallows: 

· - · - - ... .i 
. . . : \ ... ::.. .. 

a. VM0-6 
. . ~- - - -· . .. ... ., _ 



MOS 

6319._ 

b. HMM-161 

c. HMM-262 

MOO 

6320 

d. H00-39 

. -- ·- - -- . . ...,. ---·- . --- ···- - ------· ·-- - ·- -- _,_ ---

·' 

~ A critical shortage exists in the lower pay grades. 

No critical shertage·s · e'.xist• 

A critical shortage exists in the supervisofy ranks 
E-6 and E-7. 

No critical shortages exist. 

2. Administration. Administration continues to be hampered by the 
shortage of office equipnent and materials. . 

_, 

3. Awards• The following award recommendations hive been ~ul:mi tted 
during this period: · 

a. DFC'B - 28 

b • Silver Star 5 

c. . Bronze Star ·-· 2'. 

d. Air Medals 55 

e. Navy Co11IIll.endation -
f. Navy Achievement 

4. Casualties 

a.. Hostile: KIA: 6 

WIA: 33 

b. Non-Hostile: DAI: 

E>THER: 

5. Morale/\VelfarePrograms 

Single Mission 

11 

4 

o· 

10 

1i,·1 ... , 

1530 Flight/Strike 

a. Conversion of the old: messhall into an Enlisted Club was . --0 -- _ ... -----___ ... __ ,.. ______ ,. ~ 

7 "~b;~\°;-;t=:\~ :: '.~: ~·.i· .' , \ ~ ''. .d_'.~-
1

~-> iENCIOOURE (1) 

_ .... ---~--·-· ... ··· -~· --.....-



i6• ~ens rubber swimming pool 

. 14 I~. of' clothirig ... : . . 

100 bars·-of soap . 

3 truck loads of scrap lumber ,: . . 

___ 1 resettlement kit 

1 masonry ~t 

l blacksmith.kit 

3 carpenter kitS 

20·1bs. 0£ candy 

8 • Intelligence 

. : 

a • . General. :i:~tolligeiicc support of Group Operations continued to 
expand during the month of A~t. The S-2 Officer ·was appointed Liaison 
Officer to the )rd Marine Di vision . G-2/G~3 and now makes week4' visits 
to the 3rd Marine Di vision . CP to .. exChange ideas and promote . better under­
standing between air and ground units iii the planning and carrying out 
of air operations. Daily visits are ma.de to 3rd Reconnai~~~.2-~ Batii9.lion­
to exchange inf'onn.ation and expand coordination of ?'§con insertions/ 
extractions. The Recon SITREP is picked up each morning· §Uld_ included in 
the s-2 portion of the Commanding Officer's morning briefing. 

b. Statistics· · 

Fire Incidents 100 

Aircraft Hit LJ.. 
.. : . 

. Aircraft Denroyed 4 
~ · 

Air Crew Casualties 33 Wll, 6 KU 

Spot Reports 
. ' 

10 

Recon Inserts/Extracts 95 

10 
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c. Inspection 

On 14 August, Wing G-2 conducted an A & M Inspection of the 
Group s-2. A grade of satisfactory was given, with noteworthy items 
noted a:i follows: An excellent display of current intelligence and 
situation maps for briefings, excellent dissemination of intelligence 
information, excellent liaison and coordination with other intelligence 
agencies, and the professional attitude and personal e11thusiasm of the 
intelligence personnel toward their assigned duties. 

d. Significant Intelligence Developnents. During most of AugUBt 
the enemy generally avoided contact and initiated only small unit and 
harrassing or terror incidents in Quang Tri Province. Agent reports 
throughout the month indicated that a country-wide 11Autumn-Winter 
Offensive" would start on 19 August, but the date was not met and new 
reports indicated that 2 September would be the new jump-off date. 
Dong Ha, Camp Carroll, Cua Viet and several other OP 1s were hit by ar­
tillery fire from the DMZ on 26 August causing minor da!nage and a small 
number of caJSuBlties. At OlOOH on 23 August QTAB received 7-8 rounds 
of 122MM rockets, which impacted primarily in the VI~0-6 and HMM-262 
areas. There were no casualties, one plane received moderate damage, 
and all others received minor damage. Higher Headquarter5 said this . , 
attack, along with similar acts throughout I Corpe, were the opening 
moves of the Autumn-Winter (Third) Offensive. At month's end, · spoiling 
operations by 3rd Marine Division units denied the enemy ca:ie -of move­
ment, the ability to mass, and ruined his · resupply efforts on the coastal 
plain. Three divisional size uni ts, with two more across the DMZ, . still 
continued to menace Quang Tri as the month drew to a close. 

9. Air OE!::ratioM 

a. August Totals 

CARGO 

2631.2 TONS 

FLIGHT HOURS 

5,072.5 

10. Medical Department 

Pil MEDEVJ..CS 

35,037 1,664 

·-
SORTIEC 

18,088 

MEDEVAC MIS~IONS 

745 

a. The following statistics represent the activity of the. Medical 
Department during the month of August 1968: 

11 


