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PART I CRG.ANZATI01fAL DATA 
t___....,..._...._..,..,,. ____ _..,_~·~"" •or.""'~ 

1. staff 

a.· Provisional Mlrine Aircraft Group 39 

(i) Col. Walter SlENKO 
(2) Lteol• Paul W. NIESEN 
(.3) Capt. Ia:wrence E. TANKSIEY 
(4) Maj. John A. HATHAWAY 
(5) Ltool. Bi~ D. BOULDIN 
(6) Ltcol. James A. WELLS Jr. 
(7) Maj• Herman C. BROWN 
(8) Maj_. Robert N. SIMPSON 
( 9) I.CDR Rodney R. SCHEER 

(lO) IDDR Gordon F. m.TOOQ 

l-31Dec68 
l-31Dec68 
l-31Dec68 
],..16Dec68 

l7-31Dec68 
l-JlDec68 
L-JlDec68 
J,..J~o68 
J,..JlDec68 
l-31Dec68 

b. Provisional Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron 39 

(1) See page (l.) of enclosure ( 1) to enclosure ( 2) 

c. Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 161 

(l) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosm-e (3) 

d. Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 262. 

(l.) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (4) 

e. Marine Observation Squadron 6 

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (.5) 

f. Marine. Air Traffic Control Unit 62 

( 1) See page ( 1) of enclosure ( 1) to enclosure ( 6) 

...&!_ Marine Air Traffic Control Unit 62. Detachment "A" 
I ...... , ... , .. , ---- ~--
• 

11il3J1~'~¢1; ;~nfL) of enclosure ( 1) to enclosure ( 7) 
! --·. ' 1;'"~~.::,.! . .-..:.:.-N#1"(jli''. I · 

2. :ProVis1o·naJ..~Hmi~.brcra.tt Group 39 
1st 11arine Aircraft Wing 
Fleet Marine Force· Pacific, FPO San Francisco 96602. 
Quang Tri Air Base1 Republic of Vietnam 

co 
XO 
S-1/Adjutant 
5-2 
s-2 
S-3 
S-4 
AvllSafetyO 
Chaplain 
Flight Surgeon 

l~..,~68 .. , 
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J. average Honthly Stre~<Tth 

Harine Of f'icers 196 :rfarine Enlisted U66 

It avy Officer:i 5 Havy Enlisted lS 

4. Important Visitors: ~fone • 

. · FART II NARRATIVE. S Ul.111.Ia 

The last oonth in 1968 ended 'td th Pro~IAG-39 supporting the )RD lWlDIV 
and 1st. HAR.DIV in southern I CORPS• In operations with the .3BD l-1ARDIV; 
Prov!M-39 aircraft and crews participated in. operations; Dawson RiTer1 
Kentucky II, Harshall iJountain and Scotland II. lfomoon type weather ham­
pered operations on s~ral days am ear~ morning ground fog bald up reaupply 
and troop lift operations in the bills of the ~W HARDIV TAOR. - -· . - - . 

· Aboard Qu8ng Tri Airbase, ~oDBtr~ction a:f variouzs buildings and bumers· 
has been on the increase.. Racks are being built for l!otor Transpor'i to wo:rlc 
on their vehicles., aud ten concrete bunkers for perimeter 9,efemse . are naaring 
camplot.ion. The runway erosion repair ha.a been 33% completed,,· 'taxiva;r 25'% 
complete and parking Llat. erosion repair J$ complete. The handball cou:rt, 
a Special Service project was completed 'b'y"- Vietnamese contractor. · · · 

. PART III SIGllIFICAIJT r:vKITS. 

ChrC>riological Sequence of Events 
. -

l December 1968. · J·i.;:·Yr 1ULL aircraft loe;eed 193.2 flight hours in recon 
inse~/extracts1 med-evacs,. resupply,,, trooplifts1 . visual. recon and TAC(A). 

2 December 1968.. .A.fter being diverted f'rom a-.resupply misf'ion ti.t Vandergrift 
Combat Ease, 4 aircraft of ill>fi.I-262 were called upon to insert. and then· · 
extract a platoon sized reaction f'orce in support of an Army rec< n unit. 
Arrrry' m~-14~ lift birds extracted the Arrrry team, then the C~IAT'rhREOX aircraft 
extracted the Harine platoon under the cover of the VJ.loq) gunblrds. Earlier 
in the day, SEAWlRTilY 97-1 an 0-lG was shot dawn, ld.lling the pilot and the 
observer. 1~ recovery force was inserted and the bodies extracted without 
enemy contact.. · · · 

3 December l968 •. On a· reco~ team imert t~. the 3RD. Nl~RDIV1 the transp:>rt 
helicopters of iilt!-161 took fire in the LZ. The team was removed under the 
covet". of the iJH-lE gunbirds of V!I0-6. 

4 D~cemb0r 1968. Illlrf-161 was schedule4 t~ a: trooplift for the 1st ARV}J 
Battalion. The two aircraft ass;igned flew 6.3 holll"S_, carrying 293 trooi:e 
and 4.0 tons of cargo. The group as a whole flew l90e9 Flt-. Hrs. in S48 
sorties. 

f ;-;~~.~·~·--·- -
3 

" ~ 
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5 December 1968, On a SP.lJL.\OW HfJ·JK mission, BMi~-161 inserted 67 troops 
against some :iWA. spotted by a SFAWORTiiY observation aircraft. The Sll:AWORTK! 
gunbirds covered the. 4 CH-46Ds and directed a flight of F--L.'s. on the target, 
receiving 2 secondary explosions. 

6 December 19680. VllJ.J.~ OT HILL aircraft logged 197 .3 flight hours, carrying 
907 troops and 66.6 tons of cargo. An emergency recon team extraction was 
successfully completed by ID1ii-262 with V?D-6 gtmbirds covering. -

7 December 1968. An "emergencY" trooplift of 1300 rn.en wa.s ordered and the 
Wiillrnr HIIl aircraft of resupply and normal trooplift mission for Vander­
grift Combat Base were diverted to conduct the mission. There were 8 CH-46 1s 
from mlM-2.62 and. 3 from HMM-161 with 4 gunbirds from VM0-6 to make up the 
flieht• There were several proposed landing zones briefed, but enemy fire 
narrowed the choice; and caused alternate zones to be used. The entire lift 
was completed without any accidents or injury to personnel. 

8 December 19680 "The CH-46 1s of HMM-262 were highlighted in an emergency 
extraction of a re on team under fire. CAPTAIU Vl"Ji WIUKEL was able to get 
the team out even though his aircraft suatained severnl small arins hi ts. 
The group as. a whole logged 217 .8 flight hours in support of the. 3RD I:il...1.lDIV .. 

9 December 19680 ii. CH-46 f_rom HMM-161 was hit by enemy fire and forced down 
across the border into IJ:,.OS. All hands were picked up cy another Cli..TTLOCALL 
CH-46 •. :The aircraft was destroyed by fixed wing when NVA .were observed in 
and around.the aircraft. 

10 December 196800 An o-1c, SElJJORTh-Y 97-1, received credit for 3 KBA's 
while controlling a flight of fixed wing on bunkers and a .5CCAL position. 
The. group flew 242.2 flight hours in .,,.b;:.ch 1,953 troops and 77 .9 tons of 
cargo .l!ere carriedo 

11 December 1968. While controlling sGveral flights of fixed wing on HVli.. 
positions, . SEl~lrl)RTh"'Y 98-J an· C V-lat~ counted nULlerous secondary explosions 
and destroyed one .5oca position. -

12 December 1968. Recon extractions were the highlight of the day. CATTLE­
cALL CH-46 1s received damage from an RPG rotmd during an irw0rt, while being 
covered by the SEAlAJORTHY gunbirds. · 

13 December 1968. Recon team 119LD COLOllEL" captured an NVA priso~r in the 
DMZ a.nd was extracted as the gunbirds of VM)-6 covered the extract by laying 
downaeo\ll"Q.tD suppressi~ fire. Else where, one CH-46 from Hl11·l-262 made a 
hoist pick up of a recon team after damagine his aft rotor blades in an 
attempted landing in high elephant grass. 
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li:i December 1968. WiJ.:..WT HILL aircraft flew 217.2 hours in 605 sorties. 
Trooplifts were the bic;gest operations of the day, but were all completed 
in spite of enemy small a.rins fire. ·· 

·• , . 

15 December 19680 Trooplifts, resupply, artillery spatting, med-evac. am 
gunship escort accounted for 161.8 flight hours for the airc!"aft of . 
ProvMlill-39. · . . .. 

16 December ·1968. When the lead aircraft of a trooplift took fil-e in a pass 
over the zone, the S:c:t.YlORTHY £Sunbirds controlled a flight of fixed wing air­
craft on the zone and then further prepped the area with machine gun fire,. -
The Cii.TTLECiJ.L aircraft then went into the zone acain, taldng no fire the 
second timeo 

17 December 19680 In light action, the crews and aircraft of :IAL:ror- HILL 
logged ·iL4oO flight hours in 383 sorties. There were 19 med-evac missions 
flown which carried 4 emergency, 2 priority, and 90 routine raedevacs. 

20 December 19680 . Flying in su_ppcrt of the JRD Ml'.RDIV, there were three 
recon missions flown, 1 inaert/e:A.-tract and 1 emergency extract. The 
emergency extract was.under enemy fire which was suppresf'.led by three 
SEAWORTHY gunbirds o . . 

21 December 19680 />.gain, recon teara emergency extracts proved to be the 
highlight of the day. The UH-lE· gunbirds, 0-lC observation birds and the 

- OV-lOA 11BROlfC0 11 s- of VM0-6 worked· successfully as a team to suppress h!avy 
enemy fire on DRIVIUG TEST recon team. Many flights of fixed wing were 
controlled on target very close to the team with excellent results. The 
CH-46• s· of m-m-161 arrived and successfully extracted the· team withOU.t · sus­
taining any hits. 

22 December 1968. The aircraft and crews of Prov!U .. G-39 flew 81.6 hours 
on a day of low ceilings, poor visibility and drizzling rain. Even though 
the weather was poor, a 500 man trooplift in Operation DAtEOU RIVER. was 
conducted without incident. · · · 

23 December 19680 The gunbirds of VUO~ and the transports. of IBZI-262 . 
joined forces to perfom an emergency extra.ct in the DA KRO!JG Valley of 
a rccon team surrounded by an unlrnown sized eneizy force. Heavy fire was 
taken but suppress!~ ·c.. fire by the eunbirda enabled the transports to .. · 
successfully extract the team in the poorest weather conditions pc~sible. 

24 December 196?• With good weather again, flight operations picked up. 
There were 182.3 flight hours logeed, 1480 troops and 79.4 tons of cargo 
carried, and 24 med-evac missions flo1m carrying 30 emergency, 44 priority 
and 57 routine med-evacss 

5 -. Erl!LOSURE (1 }" 

.......... __ _ 
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25 December 1968. Christmas in Quang Tri saw ProvNii.G-39 aircrnft log 133.1 
flight hours. The 0-1 observation aircraft of VM0-6 noted UV.LI. :movement in 
the DMZ, north of the BEilf Ii.AI River, in the form of trucks, a crane and 
personnel. 

. . 

26 December 1968. The ruml~ at Quang Tri was closed for repaire, causing 
the OV-lCJ.f s and the 0-l's to operate out of phu Eai and Dong Ha respectively. 
Recon insertions were the highliehts of the day, with 4 teams inserted. 

27 December 1968. There were 7 recon insertions for 3RD RECOH. All were 
completed succestofully. The group as a whole logged 157 .4 flight hours 
in 399 sorties. 

28 December 1968. Recon teams surrounded called for support in the form of 
suppressive fire and emergency extractiono ilfter rearming and refueling, 
the gunbirds of VM0-6 covered the transports of HhlI-161 while they inserted 
a reaction force to aid the surrounded recon team and exploit contact .. 

29 December 1968. Trooplifts and recon team extractions under fire were 
the order of the day.. Heavy fire on the extraction of recon team SETTLEMEiJT 
and BELUONT TOJES was received but suppressive fire by SEAWORTh"']'. and the 
skill of the Cli.'ITLECJJ:,L transport helos successfully extracted the te&JS. 

30 December 1968. Recon team extractions again proved to be the highlight 
of the day for ProvMl£0-39 aircraft. On the whole, the group lop;r;ed 172.3 
flight hours in 516 sorties. 

31 December 1968., In support of the lst i:CIARDIV and 3RD lfARDIV ,:erovMli.G-39 
aircraft logged 219.9 flight hours in 621 sorties. There were 7 recon team 
insertions, 2 extractions, and suppressive fire missions flown for recono 
The year ended with Provi".fl .. G-39 aircraft logging 5,553.0 flight hours for 
DecEJnber. 

1. Personnel. No critical shortages existo 

2. Administration. Administration continues to be hampered by the inade­
quacy of office equi:El1lent and materials. 

3. · awards. The fallowing award recomrnenda tions have been submitted during 
this period:; 

a. Silver Star - 2 

b. DFC's - 6 

c. Bronze Star -· l 



e. Purple Heart - 6 

f. llavy Commendation - 17 

g. Navy Achievement - 11 

h. Certificate of Commendation - 1 

4. Casualties. 

a. Hostile: KIA - 1.. WL'i. - 3 

b. lfon-Hostilet DlJ - O Other - 12 

5. Moral/Welfare Prosrams. 

I J:RRR:djf 
._ 5750 

.... 0.3A1lt69 
14 .. ran 1969 

a. A Vietnamese constructed handball court was completed and is now in 
use. 

b. The Group provided a helicopter that transported sixteen (16) persons 
to the BILLY GRAHlJi Service in Phu Bai on 22 December 1968-_ 

6. Statistical Anal.ysis. The Chaplain reports the following statistical 
categories as he functions in his various roles of Priest, Educator, Coun­
selor and Civic li.ction Officer. 

a. Sundaz Celebrations: Humber J.ttendance Command 

Chaplain SCHEER (Lutheran) 10 264 121 

Chaplain ECKER (Roman Catholic) 10 307 270 
... Toto.1 20 m ~91 

b. -vleekday/Ho!z. D&/Memoriar Services: 
. 

__ Chaplain SCHEER (Lutheran) 2 ·. 132 30 

Chaplain ECKER (Roman Catholic) 6 131 ll9 

CAP units 8 . 80 -13 

Memorial. Services 1 128 -- U/A· 

c. Educationt 

_ _,_ ~-·--Reli gl.o~ .. J>:i.scussion Group 3 24 U/li. 
·~1i::~·~:'~~~fi:.\.•''~ ·' ~·t,. ,. ' .· -. ~ 
::::;:: ~•'l&lig~us:Instructions 7 7 -U/A 

~ ... ' -~- . ~ -.... -......... ·~.· 7 EIDI.QiIIRW '*~ 
-. ' tla!!f1'-f! • f@~!PllID\ 
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a. Enemy initiated incidents or offensive activity remained at a very 
low level. Lack of contact or e~ridence of enemy unit presence indicates,, 
that the major enemy units .are still located in IJ~OS and NVN and o.re using 
the bombing halt to continue to build up their logistical support act.:£vi ties o .>-
Enemy action against Plm.G-39 was llmi ted to ground fire against Group 
aircraft,. This was the fourth consecutive month that Quang Trf li.irf'ield 
was not targeted by enemy rocketeerso The number of aircrai"t receiving hits 
was 14 less than in ~fovember • 

Ground to air fire statisticss 

nrcIDENTS NO. 11.IRCR...l\FT HIT .ll.IRC'R.l'J?T DESTROYED HIA W. -
67 10 2 3 l 

b. Pl•U.G-39 s-2 welcomed aboard a new officer-In-Charge on 16 December, 
when LtCol. B. De · BOULDil~ arri vedct The Group Intelligence Section now bas 
3 officers (Ltcol, Major, lstLt) and 4 enlisted (l GySgt, 3 LCpl's)~ 

9 ,. NEDIC/JJ o 

a. The following statistics represents the activity of the Hedical 
Department during the month of' Deccrr.:ber, 19680 

(a) Total patients seen at aick ca.11. 795 

(b) Total number of inpatier..t,s O 

( c) Total number of Physict1l exruni:-.ations .54 

(d) Total immunizations 563 

lC. 1:..IR OfERio.TIONS~ 

a. D:&:EMBER TOTiJ:.S 

HOURS p~ MED-EVAC UISSIONS -

3,084 

9 

654 


