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From: Commanding QOfficer

To:  Commanding General, First Marine Aircraft Wing (G-3)

Subj: Command Chromology For the Period of 1-31 December 1968; sutmission of

Ref: (a) Wg0 5750.1C

Encl: j(l) Commend Chronology for
() Command Chronology for
- Squadron 39
J(9) Command Chronology for
'4) Command Chronology for
!g Command Chronology for
%6 Command Chronology for
J(3) Command Chrenology for
Detachment "A"

Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 39
Provisional Headquarters & Maintenancel .~

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 161
Marine Observation Squadron 6

Marine Air Traffic Control Umit 62
Marine Air Traffic Control Umit 62 d

1. In accordance with instructions contained in reference (a), enclosures
(1) through (7) are sybmitted herewitn,
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PART 1 OR ZATIO DATA
l. Staff
a, Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 39

(1) Col. Walter SIENKO 1-31Decé8
(2) LtCol. Paul W, NIESEN 1-31Dec68
(3) Capt. lawrence E, TANKSIEY 1-31Decb8
(4) Maj. John A, HATHAVAY 1~16Decb8
(5) LtCol. Billy D, BOULDIN 17-31Decé8
(6) LtCol, James A, WELLS Jr. 1-31DecH8
(7) Mejo Herman C. BROWN 1-31Decé8
(8) Maj. Robert N. SIMPSON 1~31DectH8
(9; ICDR Rodney R, SCHEER 1~31Decé8
(10) ICDR Gordon F, KELLOGG 1-31Dec68

be Provisional Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron 39

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to 'enclosure_ (2:)'
ce Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 161

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (3)
de Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 262

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (L)
ee Marine Observation Squadron 6

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (5)
fe Marina Air Traffic Control Unit 62

(1) See page (1) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (6)
-Bs__Marine Alr Traffic Control Unit 62 Detachment "A"
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!ﬂﬁj.;sm 'iﬁage (l) of enclosure (1) to enclosure (7)
2. Provisional- Mneljrcra.ft Group 39
1st Marine Aircraft Wing
Fleet Marine Force Pacific, FPO San Francisco 96602
Quang Iri Air Base, Republic of Vletnam
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3¢ Average lMonthly Strength
Harine Officers = 196 o Harino Enlisted 1166
lavy Officers .  § lavy Enlisted 15

Lie Inporta.rrb Visitorss None.

PART II TCIA.H.RATIVE S(IEJ‘.RY

The last nonth in 1968 ended with ProvHAG-39 supporting the BR.D HARDIV
and 1st MARDIV in southern I CORPS. In operations with the 3RD MARDIV,
ProviiiG=39 aircraft and crews participated in opcrations; Dawson River,
Kentucky II, Marshall llountain and Scotland II. l!ionscon type weather ham~
pered operations on several days and early morming ground fog held up resupply
and troop 1ift operations in the hills of the BRD HARDIV TAOR. :

Aboard Quang Tri Airvase, construction of various buildings and bupkers
has been on the increase. Racks are being built for Motor Transport so work
on their vehicles, and ten concrete bunkers for perimeter defense are nearing
complotione The rumway erosion repair has been 33% completed, taxiway 25%
conplete and parking mat erosion repair 1% complctes The handball court,

a Special Service project was completed by Viethamese contractore

.PART III SIGIIFICANT "V'E'JTS
Chromlog:x.cal Seguence of Events

1 December 1968 ° . LTI MILL aircraft logged 19342 fl:l.ght hours in recon
inserts/extracts, med-evacs, resupply, . troop]if'bs s-visual recon and TAC(A)e

2 December 1968, Lfter being diverted from a resupply miseion ot Vandergrii‘t
Combat Lase, L aircraft of aMi-262 were called upon to insert and then
extract a platoon sized reaction force in support of an Army reccn unite
Army Un-Li 1ift birds extracted the Army team, then the CiATTCREOX aircraft
extracted the larine platoon under the cover of the VD=6 gunbirdse Earlier
in the day, SEAWORTIIY 97-1 an O-1G was shot down, killing the pilot and the

observer. A recovery force was inserted and the bodies exbracted without
enemy contacte . S

3 December 1968, On a recon team imert for the 3RD HLRDIV s the transport
hellcopters of 1 =161 took fire in the LZs The team was removed under the
cover of the UH=~1E gunbirds of V1i0-6e L :

l; December 1968 IIRI-161 was scheduled fer a trooplift for the lst ARVN
Fattalion. The two aircraft assigned flew 63 hours, carrying 293 troops
and l;.0 tons of cargos The group as a whole flew 190.9 Flt. iirs. in 518
sortiese
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5 December 1968, On a SPARROW HAWK mission, IRMI-161 inserted 67 troops
against some VA spotted by a SEAWORTHY observation aircrafte. The SEAWORTEY
gunbirds covered the. Ly CH-46Ds and directed a fhght of F-ii's on the target,
receiving 2 secondary explosionse

6 December 1968,. WALNUT HILL aircraft logged 197.3 flight hours, carrying
907 troops and 66.6 tons of cargo. An emergency recon team atraction was
successfully completed by HMii=262 with V1D=6 gunbirds covering.

7 December 1968, An "emergency" trooplift of 1300 men was ordered and the
WALUT HILL aircraft of resupply and normel trooplift mission for Vander-
grift Combat Base were diverted to conduct the missione. There were 8 CH-L6's
from MM~262 and 3 from EMM=161 with |, gunbirds from VMO-6 to make up the
flighte There were several proposed landing zones briefed, but enemy fire
narrowed the choicej and caused alternate zones to be usede The entire lift
was completed without amy accidents or injury to persommcle

8 December 1968, The CH-L6's of HMM-262 were highlighted in an emergency
extraction of a reon team under fire. CAPTATN VAN WINKEL was able to get
the team out even though his aircraft sustained several small arme hitss -
The group as. a whole logged 217.8 flight hours in support of the 3RD MAiRDIV.

9 December 19680 i CH-}j6 from HMM=161 was hit by enenyy fire and forced down
across the border into LiOSe A1l hands were picked up by another CATTLECALL
CH-lj6e The aircraft was destroyed by fixed wing when ’WA were observed in
and around. the a:l.rcra.ft.

10 December 19689 in 0~-1C, SE[.IIORTHY 971, recelved credit for 3 KBA'S
while controlling a fllvht of fixed wing on bunkers and a «50CAL positione
The group flew 242+2 fl:l.ght hours in #iz:th 1,953 troops and 77.9 tons of
ca.rgo were carriedo :

11 December 1968 While contro]JJ.ng several flights of fixed wing on NVA
positions, . SEAWORTHY 98-=3 an'( V-1QL counted nunerous secondary e.xplosions
and destroyed one o50CAL positione

12 December 19686 Recon extract:.om were the highlight of the day. CATTLE=-
CALL CH-L6's received damage from an RPG rou;nd during an 1nsert while belng
covered by the SEAWORTHY guntirds. : .

13 December 1968. Recon team "OLD COLOLIEL" captured an MVA prisoner in the
DMZ and was extracted as the gunblrds of M0=6 covered the extract by laying
dowvnaccurato suppressive fire. Else where, one CH=L46 from Hifi=262 made a -
hoist pick up of a recon team after damaging his aft rotor blades in an
attempted landing in high elephant grass.
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1i) December 1968, WALJUT iILL aircraft flew 217.2 hours in 605 sortiese.

Trooplifts were the big gest operations of the day, but were all completed
in spite of enemy smc_ll arms fires .

15 December 1968, Troop]ifts resupply, artillery spotting, med-evac and
gunship escort accounted for 161 8 flight hours for the alrcraft of -
. ProvMAG-39. :

16 December 1968. When the lead aircraft of a trooplift took fire in a pass
over the zone, the SL/WORTHY gunblrds controlled a flight of fixed wing air-
craft on the zene and then further prepped the area with machine gun fire,’
The CATTLECLLL aircraft then went into the zone again, taldng no fire the
second time. .

17 December 1968. In light action, the crews and aircrai‘t of umm' AILL
Togged 1LLi.0 flight hours in 383 sorties. There were 19 med-evac missions
flown which carried l emergency, 2 priority, and 90 routine medevacs.

20 December l96§o Flying in support of the 3RD MLRDIV, there were three
recon missions flown, 1 insert/extract and 1 emergency extracte. The
emergency extract was under enemy fire which was suppressed by t.hree
SEAUORTHY gunblrdso

21 December 19680 fgain, recon team emergency extracts proved to be the
highlight of the daye The UH-1E gunbirds, O-1C observation birds and the
OV-10A WBRONCO"s- of VMO-6 worked successfully as a team to suppress heavy
enemy fire on DRIVIIIG TEST recon teame. Many flights of fixed wing were
controlled on target very close to the team with excellent results. The
CH-U46's of HI1~161 arrived a.nd su-*cessfully extracted. the- team without sas-'
taining any hits, _

22 December 1968..' The aircraft and crews of ProviiiG~39 flew 81.6 hours -
on a day of low ceilings, poor visibility and drizzling rain. Even though
the weather was poor, a 500 man troophf+ in Operation DAWEON RIVER.was
conducted without incident,

23 December 1968, The gunbirds of VI0-6 and the transports of HIiTi-262 -~
Joined forces to perform an emergency extract in the DA KRONG Valley of

a recon team surrounded by an unknown sized eneny force. Heavy fire was
taken but suppressi:< fire by the gunbirds enabled the transports to
successfully extract the team in the poorest weather cond::.t:.on., poss:.ble.

2}; December 1968, With good wea‘bher again, flight operatlons p:.cked up.
There were 182.3 flight hours logged, 1480 troops and 79.L4 tons of cargo
carried, and 2l med-evac missions flown carrying 30 emergency, Ll priority
and 57 routlne med-evacs.
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25 December 1968+ Christmas in Quang Tri saw ProvMiG-39 aircraft log 133.1
F1ight hourse The O-1 observation aircraft of VMD=6 noted ilVA movement in
the DMZ, north of the BEN HAT River, in the form of trucks, a crane and
personnel.

26 December 1968. The runway at Quang Tri was closed for repairs, causing
the OV-1CiTg and the O-1l's to operate out of phu Eai and Dong Ha respect:.Vely.
Recon insertions were the highlights of the day, with | teams inserted.

27 December 1968, There were 7 recon insertions for 3RD RECONe All were
completed succeszfullye. The group as a whole logged 157.4 flight hours
in 399 sorties.

28 December 1968 Recon teams surrounded called for support in the form of
suppressive fire and emergency extractions After rearming and refueling,
the gunbirds of W0O~6 covered the transports of HIM-161 while they inserted
a reaction force to aid the surrounded recon team and exploit contacte

29 December 1968. Trooplifts and recon team extractions under fire were
the order of the daye, Heavy fire on the extraction of recon team SETTLEMEIT
and BELMONT TO.ES was received but suppressive fire by SEAWORTHY and the
skill of the CATTLECALL transport helos successfully extracted the teams.

30 December 1968« Recon team extractions again proved to be the highlight
of the day for ProwMiG=39 aircraft. On the whole, the group losged 17243
flight hours in 516 sorties.

31 December 1968 In support of the lst IIARDIV and 3RD MARDIV,BroviiiG-39
aircraft logged 219.9 flight hours in 621 sorties. There were 7 recon team
insertions, 2 extractions, and suppressive fire missions flown for recons
The year ended with ProviliG-39 aircraft logging 5,553.0 flight hours for
December.

l. Persomnele MNo critical shortages exist.

2. Administration. Administration continues to be hampered by the inade-
quacy of office equipment and materials.

3. Awardse The following award recommendations have been sutmitted during
this periods:

ae Silver Star = 2

b. DFC'S -6

c. Bronze Star =1

1) Strnce/FhW :
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e« Purple Heart - 6

f. MHavy Commendation =~ 17

ge Navy Lchievement = ll

he Certificate of CWMaﬁon -1
- Lo Casualtiese
a. Hostiles

KIA =1 Wli =3

be Non-Hostilet DAL - O Other = 12

S« Moral/Welfare Programs.

2e A Vietnamese constructed handball court was completed and is now in .
uses . 7 ‘ '

be The Group provided a helicopter that transported sixteen (16) persons
to the BILLY GRAHAM Service in Phu Bai on 22 December 1968«

6. Statistical finalysise. The Chaplain reports the following statistical
categories as he functions in his various roles of Priest, Educator, Coun~
selor and Civic iLction Officers

a. JSunday Celebrationss: Attendance

. Humber Command
Chaplain SCHEER (Lutheran) 10 261 121
Chaplain ECKER (Raman Catholic) 10 307 270 .
- Total 20 571 v 3T
be -Weekdax/ﬁolyll’)ay/ﬁemorialf' Servicest ‘_
- _‘_Chapla.ln SCHEER (Lutheran) 2 132 30
Chaplain ECKER (Roman Catholic) 6 13l 119
CAP Units 8 - 80 13
Memorial Services 1 128 v/
ce Education:
e ...-Religlo,us Discussion Group 3 2L /0
RES Rbligious Instructlons 7 7 ‘N/&

O 7
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8. INTELLIGENCE.

a« Enemy initiated incidents or offensive activity remained at a very
low level, Lack of contact or evidence of enemy unit presence indicates
that the major enemy units are still located in LLOS and NVN and are using
the bombing halt to continue to build up their loglstical support activities,
Enemy action against FPMAG=39 was limited to ground fire against Group
aircraft. This was the fourth consecutive month that Quang Trf Airfield
was not targeted by enemy rocketeers. The number of aircraft receiving hits
was 1L less than in Hovember,

Ground to air fire statistics:

TCIDENTS - NOe« AIRCRAFT HIT  AIRCRAFT DESTROYED WILA KIA
67 10 2 3 1

be PMAG-39 S-2 welcomed aboard a new officer-In-Charge on 16 December,
when LtCole Be D.  BOWWDIN arrived. The Group Intelligence Section now has
3 officers (LtCol, Major, lstLt) and L enlisted (1 GySgt, 3 LCpl's)a

9 LS I"EDICAL o

aes The following statistics represents the activity of the lledical
Department during the month of December, 19€8,

(a) Total patients seen at sick cail 795
(b) Total number of inpatients o]
(e¢) Total number of Physical examirations sh
(d) Total immunizations 563

1C. 4IR OFERALTIONSa
ae DECEMBER TOTLLS

HOURS PAX TONS OF CARGO MED-EVAC ISSIONS
555538 36,685 1968.8 654
HED-EVLCS
3,28L

9




