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AIRCAV: A UoS ~ Army term useC. t o des cribe a ur.it of l:elicopters and 
troops t lla.t insert i nto contest ed zones f or t he purpc~e of s we Hping 
an area ;<J1d destroyi..11g enLZJ.Y posit l.on s and troC:ps o 

Area of. 9J?erations: A gengr aphi ca.1 UJn:Lt 1 deter:,1inel. by aircraft 
capabil i.ties and ground crnnma.nder over- all objectives, in 1,Jhich a 
detachr ~nt is called upon t o ernp:.o r f irepower o C om·:·H:nl~r :r·ef arred 
to as 'AO" o 

COSVf,; Comrrrunist Party V:.etnam.; t he political front est.c.bli shed t(, 
provfoe co:m:runist doctrin<i c!.."ld policy decisiol'!::: t o ccrnnunist aggr e i.scrs 
in S mth Vietnamo 

De4.achment: Organizational uni t nJrma.lly consi~>ting ci' t~io gunships, 
cf pilots, and 9 enlisted men . Les ponsi ble f or nerial support of 
' i-JHAF rs in detacllr;ient area oi ope!'9.t. i ons o Com.>aonl y called a 11 DT~T;i . 

f ire Team: A t ere1 used to J0~ · crib8 t he tactic2 ar:.d cai::al.ri.~j.ties of 
two gunships operat ir.g t oge·C.hE·r ,, 

Erfil!E: Free Wor ld I·;i:i.J.itary Anned "'orce:3o 

LOC: Line of commlm:'. .. ca.tion ; e.r,7 l i:.t -.:?r,v<tY o;.· r c·1rt.e 1:;.u:J i'r::r· .. :. '1.;:, 

trans:F-or·C.a,t i cn of su.nplie:; &'1cl }er o·c:nr:.e: .. ~o 

~: >Iili t a ry .Assi~;tanc ) 1-' 0J:! ·~and Vi e·;:,n2.rn; c:. s ervice o:r.·ganizn:~i0n 
t hat p:c~v:tdes 1n.i.lit a..J ... \' .. g1.r .c~eJ.i.~~ ~s fo:r D .,S ~ 1.d ... 1..itary lin:L s 5_11 Vi.et.nam. 

PSP: F-.3rf orated Ste<::l f' ]..;,t.:ll1,~ ; Es :;d tc bui2.J d:7 ~cuni .. ;a;,rs j.!l al'8~s 
heavily ir.vaded \vi t h 1.:ate:" 

:§lli: Sea 9 Air~ La...11d; sp~ ! '.: i..'l.1ly t l'D..ir.wi units ;hat carr y ou..t 
r ecorinaissance all.C clap_Qe;;t ir~.-~ n1~:~c~~i. c1 i:5 . . .A 31- .. ~1, ~lat,ocr.. 1J~_ll · .. 11.)r1na1·1t,r 
~onsif:t of 18 mer;. car-<:.,)le or '. T.ste_m.ir:g :~ he.i-ns .~1-rE£ 1.1 ens:.rcy tex?:~i:. 0:-cy 
f or :m .zxtenc.ec.i perk(\ of ~~.rnf: c 

!~ ll§i.,?.: Code nar.m gi '.rr-E to mj 1): ~ long r :mg e c<:'mpa:LgJ.1s c;::i."-.~ried 
()Ut by V:ietn~ese Nav~.l 1.mit:; Tr :x.c 11.·;;ing Dao i·1as histcr ·l.:al Ne.Tal 
leader in the Vi etnar.iese ba .. ~· .. -.. 2 c:.g~.i:.~s ·':. the r~h:!:.l2S::: £'<.:: l' n.:::!:..i:>t::::il. autonom~ . 



VARS: Visual Aerial H.econnaissance missions flown in support of 
CT"F":115 9 l.farket 'fime o Tha r:iissions are flovm to re:::;crt :311spi ·cious 
boat activities off t he Delta fi s -coast. and halt infiJ:;;1·at i on int o the 
Republic 0£ Vietnam by se~ o 

lfil!1: Yard Repair Boat Hedimn; specially configured river boats 
.from -which a helicopt er fire tea:r, can operate ,, 
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ItISTOHY OF 

liliLICOPTii,R .ATTACK (I.IGHT) SQUADRON THRE:E 

Helicopter Att.ack (Ligh~) J c;uadron '.fHHEl: or HA( L)-.3 is the only 
helicopter attack squa'.ir:m in thE· Nc.v;y o liA(L) ·-3 aros e f1·om the peculiar 
nature of guerrilla warfare in Vi.;tnam and har> play1~c\ a major role in 
the Free i-~orld campaign to deny the Viet Cong use o:.': the all :important 
waterways of the iJelta, 1·1hile insuring their c.ontimwd use to the local 
population and .~~overnment pe~:·sonnel o 

Vietnam railitaryJ) political and economical deve:.oTf'l~mts in early 
1966 led to the establis:'lfilent of HA(L)-3o On April :.o, the first · 
River Patrol Boats (PBP.s) went into action on the t1lf~n treacherous 
Delta wateI'\mys, and it 50011 becarJ.e a.pparent that qu~.ck r eaction close 
air support would be indispensable if such rh·e:i:· operat ions W8re to 
continue c At first ., Am.7 gu...'1shii:s prmr.:i.ded th-2 ne «x;~ , s -3..r;_r ass:~ stance.11 
but later the need :'.'or p'.'ecj_se i11·l~er-unit -::: or:u--,1.micaticns.:- uni·~y of 
cor.u;iand., and other ·:onsilBrations led to t he c! .:;cision ·t.o forru. a Navy 
helicopter unit res:;ionsi)le to the m.7 er hi:trol Force (CTF 116) ~ 

Subsequently, e ight Uli-lli Ll'eys ' ': 2re ~1or-r- )WeC f r :)}n t he Ar·:ny in 
the summer of 1966~ with U c3 o Il;:.v ;;.:_L per sor..::1el nam:.i.r.f; tht~ air 1~:caft 
and the Army proviJir1g t . ie pi:;_ot ::t.r.d cre1-v tr.s.:'_1ing, c;:r--d.i1Emce, and 
maintenance o Foll? detac:.u"ilents (D ~.:rt.s}, each co:1taining eight aviators 
and eight crm1ITT1en from i;elicopte:::- Gor.".ba:t. Sup:po:('t Jquc,dro:n ONL'.. (liC-1) 
at Imperial Deach, California ,. '•, Ent ixr~o ope:ca·::.icn or. Septcmcer 19 9 

1966" Detachments we:i.~e :}aSe(l at Tan 3 :m N1nri:. :xs 3J.~ ; C:•bl), Bien. i:Ioa. 
(XT 99313.5) , Vinh Long C~S 055321 \; &J::d Soc Tr.:ing (Y.F. C51.610)., 
(Itefer to Appendix I~ It. em ~'.\. : 

The first major battle : l1Y01Ying liA(:L)u·3.:i or thE 11S:SAWOLVIS 11 :> 

as they ·were now ca.lled ,, tcoL pl.L.:e c :.1 .31 Oct.o )er lc 1!: 6, I!1 a ca= 
Ord..; ,..,ated attack· b "<r ;.r..ir ' ~ ~~rl H1 1<>-7<: ;-) •"' '-'' ~I·:~-- ·!'11 •') /vq l(,r ,•. 1.ri · Q H•'"r· ~.1. ..,, ;; ~~ \, .::> C'..,LJ.· -· "'- '-r i .. ' . ..• ~· -· - · •,Y _._ l. ... \Av . '-""·-~-_. 1 . ,_,.g .v.1. 

50 of 75 enemy samp<ms 2.nd j'l ".l1 ;:(s '.Jere ;3unJ:;:, ari:l the ~ ns:n;" su.f:'.'e:red 
heavy casualties n . 

During this pej~iod · )f 
figured helicopter capab..e 
Jl NNINGS COUNTY ci.rr::.ved ; ~1. 

Oljera·1~J. Cr :1 .· - ~b.e fir·s ·~ of.: Et e ::ic.lJ .. v co11-
1~,,.-: t:'t.ng .-3.h."3.)S (r~<-rrld (L~·I ~) tr:e ~s~: 
~j11;.-: .-_r r".i'> 'J ,.., j' .. {.<' ?( ~~, ~ ' 'l'J } fa ''..) I ·i ·- - .... r..-•-" ..:. 0 ~lb .;,;: ;. 1,1,. ~.- ") .,,,;.\_.•:...;. ( ..,J . ., _ • .J .. .- •• ~r U..J ' J .1. .l Li 

become the SIJ~l·W:LV:FS teiiuorc;xy Le 9.dqv.a.~t.ers a Cn ccnc u ~t,j_ng t heir 
Ea.r fl-:mg cperation:s th.i'•n113hc;_1t, t rH" i ic~;~on~; i.lel. ~a , l!A(L)=:; -vias t o 
utilize many L'31's a :} 13.ii<L:i_ng plat forr;~ l)ases in ord.er to j_ns1rre both 
ntobility ,md pi ... oxini:·_ty t ) -~~. ~: ::-~l., o :-rn c!:i::::~rat~.ons a-re2. r. a:J.J to de(!reB~St1 
chances of enemy grcnn L <.i10. ~ :ir~ :.:·· t. r;_ ,. :::tta -:k " 
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By the end of 1966~ t.he SLAWC•LVES still depended on the Army for 
najor m.aintena.11ce, as well us the preponderance of tr.;~ining a In 
January 196?, ·t,he .H.iver P:i.trcl For·ce,, through its Operaticn GAi•lli 
i.:J\Jr.DJ N, announced the.t 22 aircraft, 9i4- officers, anc. :~;..o enlisted 
personnel would be provided in orcer to establish a corar;1etely new 
squadron to replace the e.xisting d.etachi.;ents fron 1 !C·-~- o At that 
time, seven detachments were 0nvh ioned ·with a centra:. ~la val liain­
tenance Facility created .:lt Einh Thuy ("rJS 804JJ,O):; whn:.·e GA:.-;f. HAhDEN 
headquarters 1.-Joul<l h3 " Heam11~1ile, the squadron •~oul, i be based. at 
Vung Tau (YS 300473) 11 where N.tvy and Arrr1.y ma.intenanc•3 personnel 
could work together in mainta:ining aircraft o 

On 1April1967, HA(L)-3 i-ias formally establish<3d by LCDn Joseph 
L ;10WARU with Corruna:'lder S.obert h c SH·,i\J:;l'H ass1uaing 1~omr.:and of the 
squaJrcn in Hay o Fo:r the first l B montbs of the squ;J, :ro::1 ; s cxi3t.en.ce ;.i 
the heaviest concent:ratio:i of det~· .. ::hl:ients was :in the ilea:r·· ~ of ·t. he 
lo,~cr Delta fro1a Di.1n Thuy (WS 80.U40) to VL--ih Long · XS 0~55321) and 
Dong Tam (XS 425435) o (Refer to l1:frpendix I, Item b) , r !1ere are four 
major rivers which r'l.1'1 thco~l1 tile Delta, all cf 1·:llicll a::-1~ branches 
of the ::ekong; the L~ssac, Co Chien~ ~ia.1:1 I.015 c.;.nd i<» '/ho o To · :: ,~ver 
ti1ese waterways a.rd ·::.hei.1° t.1~ibuta.:cies~ six j_et.achmer :t~; de) loye.J from. 
various bases througnout l.967 and most of J.96<L Frorn Binll Tlmy, Det 
S1 vn.; covered t.he lmJer B;-i.ssac, a.:: sisted bj.' Det ONE, ·wllich) was 2lso 
:deployed fror1 an LlT. ilet. 'l'ItRJ .1 LUurded the Cc Ch.:.en frov. its 1 base 
:in Vi.nil Long " Jet FOUH w:is lrJ.s ed a.boa::nd an Ll:>T in tlw ; tan Lont; unt.il 
moving to ,Jong Tam in early 1 ')'.)9 1. a :id !: et SIX cove:rcd i-.y ~.' }L) _, <.>.lso 
fron iJong i'airro Det ? IV.::. at o:rie tjm.a or another covc:ced teJa ch of these 
rivers, a.ccorJin(; to t he chc.n6il1g ·;:,ac<.ical situation mic: enemy threat n 

i.Jetacrenent TWO has been .1t r"l a Lie (XS 93'7EGO) since i~he O.a.ys of 
the or:Lginal l iC-1 deta.chn::~nts, 'l' L::i::- vital r,s sigrur.e:r;, ha::; 'Deer to 
support. operations in tile liun;; ~· at :.:ipr'" c ial '. on: ;) t.t.e ·;r <::a.- ;h,~r:.:ii:s :ma.ze 
of swamp aJ1d canals that su.r'r ·mnd<: the vital s :.1.ippin1; channel leading 
f'ro1a the city of Sai5on to th: se<:.~ This area has l• )il~ bi3en t h e 
target of Viet Cong ambush an. L m.i r_.3 c. ... ct-ivities , Det ~ ·11iO ·Js .. :!ame a 
;;double det e.chievem:::nt:1 ;·1i~h :fo1.n· 2.i:rf!raft, a:1d 2. c ): ·r e s:::o:;,:.iing i"1-
c:rease in ~)ilots and Cl°2-v: n~n, ~ E .; 'me of 1969 - ~;::. EI'..i/J~'E t ·ie :ce:-_ '..iir:::ri 
coverageo 

Cc=.ptain Arthur :r., NU \!i30N ~ u:c.~~d::d Co.IT11112.n ~.er SP1'i1Cl :"'. i 1> l'-'.3..V of 
1968 as Comma.nJing Office r of LA (I . ).~J . anr.1 'l"ur :\ng rd_:,, t o'.r:- ,, th:; squad·­
ron C()Etinueu to fu.l f i2.l E s br.sic ;ij_" 3icn, :·:·~ e ·: e ir:w.rd. ;llsc · 1~;.d.ez·­

took other expa.nsion a~!l ':. ~·a~s:5.tic n t :.l:.·ough :.:.IlE. s ·.l';,;::~~·~: , c:.::2 .. 1. ec-.r Ls f&.lJ_ 
c-f 19690 As a resul t of the :'.i .. nc::· -;:2.se :Ln a irc2·;::ft 2 .<l r,ie 1:·3o:ri .. ne:~.:- all 
parts of t1'1c U-3lta \~ ·2re f 3.~ ... n-.c-.c 2 c. c ct; 3 ~3iLle to _;1 .1\~hl 1 :f...F ;:-(;' :J. ,:::t:i~o11 a;:iC.. 
survcilance oper2.t. ioa.s o 



DE Ct1,Sttl ED 
To\·Jard the end eif 1968 the need for a concentrati~n of detachments 

in the lower Delta be;gan to lessen., due to increased pg,cification cf 
much of the areao In early fall, Uet FIVL moved to H.a:!l Gia (WS 105045) 
on the Gulf of 1'hailandv a.nd in Nover.il.ier the detach:11en:. moved atoard the 
YR1H-16 stationed near Chau Uoc (WS 245715) on the upper Lassac only a 
f e1t miles from the Car.ibodi.an border o J et F IVl· 's nave signalled the 
beginning of a new phase in Idver Patrol Force operations; the inter­
diction of enemy troop and supply units :into the Delta frora the norlho 
(Refer to .hppendix I, Item C) o In early 1969 Uet 'l.'Hh.L mo-ved to the 
far northv;cst corner of tLc ;ielta, lia Tien (V.:5 h45485) on the Gulf of 
Thailand, '·Jhile Det SIX replaced Uet Tlld 1 in the area of Vin!1 Long, 
taking up station aboard an IST o Later Uet THl:l::.l moved to l·ioc Hoa 
(XS 039902) and then to a ship in tiie upper Hekong not far fro;;1 Det 
FITho 

The task of shuttinci ")ff infiltration routes between t.hc Vam. Co 
Tay and Vam Co Uong rivers was code named Operation :.:iLINGSHOT, and 
HA(L)-3 played a TJajor rol<3 in its eventual successo t:·et FOUR and 
s:; Vl.N played a ni.a.jor role :l.n this undertakingo Det FOlR particip:i.ted 
in Operation :31.INGSHCJI' fror:i. Nover.iber 1968, i,-ihile locatEd at. Uong 
Tam, and in early 1969 the;.r moved to Due lloa (XS 59496E:) to be closer 
to their operation area o ~.'hey moved a{Sain in Jtme to l.:en Luc (XS 618758), 
on the Va.."!l Co JJong hiver, and at present are still participating in 
Operation SLINCiSliOT, which has developed into one of the most success­
"ful campaigns in which the squadron has participatect ~ 

Det SEVH.i also operated ir. the Giant Slingshot are3.;. lJavin~ moved 
from Einh Thuy to Tay Ninh (X'l' 203510) :in June, J.969 0 i"or some time, 
intelligence reports had mE-nticned ~ ·~ay Njnh us a prir.le enemy objective 
for use as a possible prov:l.sioi;tl capita.lo Near the bo l'der northwest 
of Saigon_, Tay Ninh was cor.sidered hi chl;i.- v1iLI1ere.ble •1:1 ~ ::.~i. allied 
forces I!loved into tlle area in 1 3.rge m.u::1b'2rs anl f i..-ia.lly a chieved an 
increased security level fer th3 sur round.ing countr,t si;le ~ 

Under Captain Reynold£ EECKl:!ITi iv 1.vl10 succeeded Ca:~r~ain i·:UN::30N as 
ComrJanJing Officer in Apri1 1969~ t, (y3 t ransition a nd expansion of t he 
squadron conti.:.viued " 'l1 \1e r cl-3pl·:>ym.cnt of detachr:1ent s Lr-1 m. t ne le-,,: er Delt a 
i-Jas nearly complete, anl th e squad:r c--n hea'.i quarters was ncved f r o::n Vu.11g 
Tau to the more centrally J.:>catetl Unh 'l'huy in Iia.y . I n ea::.· :~.y J uly t he 
first nel>f detachment since t he squn.d:con° s est£.blisl:nisrr~ ~·ias created ( Uet 
r :IGHT) 11 and ii:. was sent. to ~ssist DEt S.I 1!!·1'l i"'.1 t he Tay !·d.nh area ~ The 
creation of additional det .3. ::.h::1:::nts ._.as ;:w.le p)s<dbl c t ·y ._.he acqu~ls ition 
of eleven new air(!raft i n J ·me and J.u1y cf 19.S9 ., :md i t.!.rt he1· e:xp~~nsion 
follo-.vecl in Sept.ember!) with ti1e creat.i on of lJ et, I:. INb at b i_r1h Thuy ,, 

These first r.ionths saw a new center of oper a:t.ions d.eve1op in far 
western Vietnar.1 " Det ONE lw.J been d enl ov13d. in tl1'3 loiJer Eas sac until 
early 1969, when it was sen~~ to t !1e s;uthernmost •;orner of Victna~:i ~ 
t he Ca i ia.u peninsula, to provide supuort l or Or;er ation 51 A FJ .. OA'f a The 
crux of this operation wa s t o contest the Viet C ong ~ s 1cng 2.t.andi:-ig 



control over the Sou.t.hern Jelta by moving a s t:.· i.ng of barges into one 
cf the 'Waterways ., 'l'he barges would act as a i:. ·)here of influence for 
ti1e national government a:i.1d serve as a market f or loc"~l .farr.1ers who 
oti1en1ise '~ould. be forced to sell their crops t o the Viet Cong at 
enemy dictated priceso 

Operation SEA FLOAT marked the start of c. cam.pa.igi to drive the 
enemy from his previously secure strongholds i ::-1 western Vietnam, which 
gathered r.ioillentum in mid 1969 ,, Seem aft.er its for:raat.ion, Det I IGl!T 
moved from Tay Ninh to an LJT off t.he c~st of hach U5.a o Larly in 
Septer.iber, Det SIX, the last of t he ori,~inal l ower DeJ.ta detachments,, 
joined Det EIGHT at l~ach Gia on another LST., Later tJ:i.at same month, 
the Det SIX' s no bile base steamed southward to the mouth of tho :Jong 
Ong Doc:i placinf; Det SIX midway along the coast between Dets J..IGHT and 
ONLo Finally in early Se::)t.cmber, Det T:·lfil·E. mc .-ed to E. po:'..nt off ha 
Tien (VS 445425) in the Liulf of Tha.ilando 1'ln;;; a tot.:~l of four 
detach.'11.cnts now b'Uarded. t ~1e western coast of ::: outh Vi.etnar:i" 

Upon i.ts formation :i Det NINL r:toved to thE same station (aboard a 
YREi) in the upper Mekon6 t.hu.t iJet TllR!<i: had cr~ce occu.pied o,, Tl1is left 
four detachments still ~ruarding agai...'1st border infilt.rat ion.9 w:.i.th D et 
T~'/O cont.inuing operations in the hung Sat .5peci.al Zcne o 

Follmving the establishment of Det !HNJ. ~-!. Septcn::ber 1969; t.he 
area of operation for a.11 bµt. one ':Jf HA(L) -J 0s detac11ments l~emained 
basically the same, \vi th detack1ent.s c c ~asiono ... 1y mmdng J.ocattj..ons .9 but 
covering the same general arec:.s ,, r llis period o.f tjJne, from September 
1969 to October 1971:1 enabled each det.a·: li:,1ent ' -. o become well established9 

and EU.-tremely effect.:i.ve 2_;; i.J.c.icatsd by an in~ ::·~asc: :.r. strike z-esults o 

(hef er to Appendix II},, 

On the <)th of May 1970~ L"h'.):ct .y af ·;er CaF·, ain t-'1:£.! ·tain J o T°i'!Tl't tock 
ccmmand ii Operation Tran Hung 1 ao x ~: , t !1·3 Ce.ubcr.ian Cc.;;,paign_, bega.no The 
objective of the Ca.mbodia .. n opHs.t:'. »ns 0G\l;~S t o Lt vc/t· \A st.aging and supply 
ru~eas, disrupt. their 10Cs a.."'1.d find and. <iestro:; t.be C; nrr:.1r1::.st .l·a:rty South 
Vietnam Headquarters , Th.; ro:l.e to be 91ayed L HA (L>·.3 wc-,s to f urnish 
quick reaction helicopt.er:> fo1· boar. ope:'.'atio:n8 a long th8 l ".ekong .taver., 
Recently acquired U o~\ c Na: ;y S:E.:~. LOE:J ( ;n a.rmoree !ll.JhY 1'.t ilit.:y helicopters) 
aircraft. \·Jere utj.lized i.'1 passenger pidrups ar. c. emergEn;!y medical evac­
uations O·iEDEVAC) o Eleme;it.s of ~,ha f'i":'.'.:it SJ<;AL ILls (HB. 3: PCFa ; anJ 
Helos) penetrated into Canbodia along -011e lfokc ~ h.ivf r· -::.o tha Ne;:i_k Loeng 
Ferry Landing (w"I' 320445) . 2L7 m:LJ.es f::'.'Om thE ?ietm:: ir.ese border o Det 
1 J.GHT st.ager.! off the USS l!UNTl lcDON corn;:~y (LS'I d38 ) from Long Xuyen 
·CS 521416) to just insiJ, ~ :50!.rt h Vietnao.? near :~he C<::lnb;xU.s.n border on 
t he l!ek:>ng , and assumed. t ;ie n·ties o.f' the :p:;.·in : .'y t .:: .. cti.::c.<J. a :Lr support 
fer the Naval unit3 insiJi~ Ca':i°b-~dL\ r D•3ts FIV ' 2~nd :<:d:t c. c·i;.8Q e.s the 
secondary and reserve unit s ,., Dets FO"L'lt and ~ !HJ ·.-;ere :i.r.c-vo.lved in the 
Parrots Leak Operation duril.1s the earl;',r [J<1.:rt c. the ::cmbcC.:.i.a:n 0-oeratfono 
Vet TllRiili, at Ha Tienp al~w contri but ;:-;:d :ir. the -rnnta:cE along the l:ekong ,.. 



., i0f fI'flift-t 1\ n EC ~~¥totY-Tllntf1u..l'lg Dao XI was officially termin.ated with the vdth­
drawal of U.S. forces .from Cambodia on 30 Jur1e 1970 end was eon.sidered 
extremely successful in its achievement s in reduc~1g the Viet Cong and 
North Viet,namese press1rre on the Hepublic of Yietnam7 s borders " 

The one major cletach.':lent relocation uurir.,.g tho c:.bove period was 
Det ThRE.o Det Ti i.HlE moveli from Ha Tien to Ca r·~au ('VIE 196J-42) on 5 
August 19700 Faciliti'"f.;s at the Ca Hau long strip vJcre nonexistent, with 
crewmembers sleeping on the 1-SP and cooking t heir r:ice-.ls over fuel oil 
.fires. :10-wever, after a relatively short peri od of time a hoot ch was 
built at the strip and quarters e1ere Jiiade ava~.laLle G.t the hACV compound 
"in Ca !!au City,, 

As areas of the Del~a beca.me more pacified, the naecl for a strong 
concentration of detacbmr.nts in any one particular regions beeame less 
important~ In Hay of 1971, vJith the squadron now under the leadership 
of Captain Charles 0 ~ LOEGST.lWi·l, Jr ~~ D et SIX moved fr :n:i ar. L3T off the 
coast of the U-Hinh,, at the ;;!,ong On JJoc, to 1-hu Loi (YT 862158) Army 
Air Field north of Saigon ~ This move left the southern tip of the Ca l·!au 
Peninsula to be covered 1Jy JJets OW . anJ ThPJ.l " Det E;:C{ was given the 
responsibility of coveri~1g the :Jaigon River, a najor i'1£'5..ltraticn route 
into the northemSa.igon arE;a.,. 

Det Nilfr., in late June of 197lti noved fro:.1 t he; YI?.131-1··21 at Tan Chau 
(WS 260935) to an LST off Kien Hca and Vinh n:_-:1.h Provinces on 'jhe 
eastern coast of the ilelt.ao This left Det I:'IF.:-c. a.t Chau. i.Joc solely 
responsible for J.iekong f/..i.ver convoys to :t hnom ?enh~ the Seven !fountains, 
and the western Pla:L"ll of Reeds o iJet 1'1 INI beca.::i.e ve; -r a.ctive supporting 
Army units in atter.:iptinG to clean out the Iien Ja.~t- (J:~ 9219), Thanh Phu 
(XS 6700), amd Long Toan (XR 6775) Seci:-et ZonHs o Uue to :.veather con­
ditions off the coast in Oct tjber 1971,, Det NDfr relocated to binh Thuy 
·anJ has served as an all purpose deta.c.nment s<:pport:'.ng Det. FIVE on convoy 
.operations, and other detacP1:1ent := duri::ig peak ~ctiv:·J .y periods ry The Det 
NINE fire team also stag~s cut o.f Tha.:'lr1 Phu a t r:~.gi1t tc support it 1 s old 
AO in Kien Hoa and Vinh .Jinh !-rov:Lnces ,,. At t his tj;~1e the nine ltii.(1)-3 
Detachments have the cap::.biJ..::"ty r::': co•rnring more of the Delta I:egj_on than 
ever before o (tefe:;:- to - ~ppendix ::, It em. D) o Sc much for S1'.AlvOLF Gunship 
operationso ooooo ooo>o 

As previously statfd, in Jc;.;·ma.rJ of 1170:.- e ..:..even i!li<•l K a.;11 Ul!-11 
"Huey Slicks"1 or SEALOftlh were added to the s quad.rc-n' s :iJ1ventory of air­
craft o These Nav-,y •)wned helj_copters , in cont::3.st t o the S-1.nships on le.an 
.fra:n the Army9 were give:1 the ta.sk ol prov:i..Jil?g logi t:tic support to the 
squadronq s datac.hments a .1r l s u-ypori:.i'.lg <rari0us "L'.:L i•!<:·.vy and Free World 
Force units, thereby con3crv2.ng ~; :U:. i:_::._V neejf:?{i gur, ::h: .~~ :c: ~ig '. rt. "time for 
its pr:i.r,iary co:nbat z·ole ,, 



OECLA~&lfJED 
The Sl.ALORDS 9 based <:0 t squadron hec:.dquart·3:::•s in D:i.r,h Thu~·::. have 

been instrumental in n'a."intair .... "..ng t ;1e detachment guns)li?~· in an 11Up0 statuso 
This often involves :ri,:;ht missions over extremel y ho:3tile t.errito:rJ, and 
unJ.er adverse weather conc.itions, 1!arry:ing vita.:.i.. par '.:.s a.nd personnel to 
the detachments o Often ur.heraldeJ:i these S1AL0Ell flig '.1ts are an important 
contributing factor in the SLAWOLVLS out.starn.l.irle:: recor>:l of destruction 
of enemy f ore es in the ~el.ta , 

The S} ALORD§ have ci.s another priraa.:7 mission the su:~port of Delta 
.Naval Forces and the Vietnamese Tran !tung JJao Cc:r:u:nnds o This involves 
transporting key personnel and equ.ir..ment. to outJ.ying 03.ses s- quick reaction 
support missions9 exa.Liple: fl:Ying :·'.'ire fighting and ot ne:'.' emergency equip­
ment to bases in danger of dest :.~ction~ carr;,ying VIPs :):,-i fact f:".11ding 
1aissions, and provi .ii.ng area comr11a r ders aircra.f t. fo1· visual recmuw.isance 
of the~· areas of operationo 

SEALOHDS also are involvd in combc.t missi ::ms o l' .1es e missions norr.ially 
involve two .:31'.ALORDS i_11se1ting ;mQ. extr.:.ctjng U oS. t !c. T .' SE!i-1 ~l':·ar:s o::.' four­
teen to ci.;_~ht~en fully eqt.ipped cc·1r:bat t roops o The co )ru.ina"i:.i cr;. of two 
SLALOllD:.l.:1 a SIAWOLF fire t eam, a.nu a il~AL platc :m cor:i:icting covert oper­
a t.ions in ene.'lly held terr~.tcr:.r, ha:3 proved to Le one of t he most successful 
applications of U.S. Nava: . asset s :in n [Uerrill~:-. w2rfare environmento 
Approxfr1ately 150 such r.tlE sicns ha:re Leen sr.cc;; ~: sfuL.] ccr:;plet.ed o Also 
"in the realm of actuc:.l cor .ba·G .. ::;.; A.:~DED;:=. have bsen ca'._l :o~- ~ upon t c execute 
medical evacuations in lii'& o;~ dea',;,h s ituatiom '. oft .:021 t a.king er.emy fire 
Juring t he operations o 

Currently there a.1·e ~'ight. SL1LORDS jn the ~ qua.d::-c:, irnrcntory, three 
of the orig1-'1al eleven ha1.r:L.'1g bc: e:'.l 1 :-is t. d1:.:d.ng c pe.!' ']: ~i. ~ .nal cor:~xL:.ments ,, 
St atistic:3 concerning t,i1e SlJ,:i:..;)R1l:3 e,n.:; ~ .i s t ed c: pa.,:; ; ~ , 

In t.he past year ~ Octobe:':' 197( th.i'.'~iugh Oct obe::" 1971: (part.:Lcularly 
since Augu.3t 1971) the level ~ f en:::my iit::.tj..a.t eu a :; ·t.ivit.y lia.s d>Jcreased 
signi.fi -~antly, ca.using a cor:ce s~ording c".ecreasE ln SI A <J::X :::cra.r~-.bles and 
r equh·ements ,., (Refer to ' '?prr.JD: III) . The at ~~ en.r! r:. c : · j , ;:'. ~ c·)l'.trolled 
r iver ;?atrol craft, U oS o adv~ . .: ::>::·s i:n th~ boats :; an.d L, ; ~ Si· A.I.S lms l eft 
the SI Al iOLVES suppi.n-tirig prir"'....a~~:i.J.y VNi'J ci.s3et.s a .-~l AICi '.·i trcops in t!1<?. field, 
"""-d ~C_Y'amble :"l.·+,,,,t;ons "r"o' , - ~ -· HJ' ., + ;-._, <' ;·."' O"' .:'°' ...., i..,.;.Pa· ·.1;:;·/;;.·r;< f'o"""· if'. ; c ~ ·~i·ons o..L l. - 0 '.J~......, ~ .\ 7 - - 1 . ......... ... b c __ u v~-- .. u L .L .i .... . ~..A..CLl.J ., . _ ..._ , ,,. ~ _ ~'-' _ c .. v .., 

I!i July 1971, ur:.der t.he c:n:~c:: :Lr.at :l.on of L c:~!T:!andL Der: ~,,ICHOLS, a 
Vietnarnese A:i.r for.ce (VN.AI ) Ir: .:.1:.Jct::-; '1a·C:!.on ar.d. ?a.'n..i.l.5.3.r~-~:at. Lm ( I &F) pro­
g:-a.'11 started ., The pv.rpos<' of :.:. :'1e ;:·rogr<:>.Jn We,s -Co tee!.c:: t. he Vietn2mese 
SIAWOL? tacti.!s , inclulint: ni .:::.1t a.- :d i r•s trument fl;y:.C-:5~ a::: J problens in­
_,,olvP.tl ::..n qui .!k reaction p.mi:;: i.) s-:.:.:ppc r'L of o't.l:dr :f:.i..e .. :.:1f :JLt.~ se 1Jr.i~~ s while 
operating from outlyjng bc .ses "-'! ..!. .d~~J -.i . E)lds c 'L1~ fi::-s ·c VN AF clc..ss , con­
sisting of ten pi..1..ot ::: an·l te:c, _:~Jr...:.i::1· c-:,, i.mdm"~Jer. ~ . the s 1nc;rj ~:·on" f p·~:ot and. 
aircre'.vuan ·; s grou."11 i:choo:. s:y:Llabu::: t he firffi~ tuo l:i ·& ::~ .:> 'irL Ju.l;r ~ 'l'hen a. 
~ilot/;;nnner team waE s ent t c ~ach dets.d1111ent , •.;ith · ~ i1 e exception of Det 
1~0 whicll received t\\;o p:i.: .ot s :nd ~ ; 1-·JO gunners , ~ 1he:::-e t hey 111ere :::·api dly 

i.) 



assimilated as SLAWOLVES o Th:i.s first group finished ~~t u s SLAWC1F tour 
on 30 .SepteLlber 1971 i-.iith each participant log.:;i.ng approximately 75 
flight hours o The qualificat:::.ons attained. by ·:.:.hese ~ r:.etnamese aviators 
were, seven Attack uelicopt.er Aircraft Comm.a.nde.·'s (.1m.u :; fl two Attack 
Helicopter Pilots (AHP), and nine a ircrew gunn.:;rs, f•nu· o:.? these gunners 
aJ<litionally qualified as plane ca.;?tains a 

A second group started the ground school syllabus on 20 September 
19710 This unit is ;;:omposed of ar.. equal numbe: · of personnel as in the 
first group, 111ith two pil:i·t.s frou the first gr•.1up rer:ictining o:n detachment 
because of their exct)ptio1al abilities and pros pective attainment of 
Fire Tear.i. Leader (FTL) qutlifications o 'l'his [,Toup wi:.l spen.t an addi­
tional month with the SLA·r/OLVLS to terminate t heir tou.x on 31 January 
·1972,, As with the first 3roup, ea.ch Vietna.'Ilesc pilot and gmmer will 
fly a minimum of 25 or nore hours per montho 

T!1e success of the ii.\ (L)-3 Vietnamese Air ·:·orce 2:&:F prozrarJ. in 
terms of personal achievement has been excepticnally :.mpressive~ Ly 
the 31st of January the Vietnamese Air f orce " ~)~ A\rJOLVl sn assigned to 
lIA(L)-3 a.re expected to have eight qualified l' ::. re '.l'ean Leaders (FTL), 
ten Attack Lelicopter Aircraft Co;maanders (ALAC); two Attack Lelicopter 
Pilots (Al:P), eleven plane captains, ani ninet r:; en aircrc::w gunriers,, 
These men i~ill provide a strong nu•::leus for VN,.~F support. of Vict.namese 
-Naval craft and ARVN grou:.1d fqrces in t he l ieko:1(!; iJelt<. should t hat 
service assUI;1e a role s:ir,tllk' to one TI:)W bei.rig prov:'._(_ed. by t!.1e US 
~:avy Sl AWOLVl;:>o 

In order for the Vict.na.nese r...issi.o.'l and tc: ~ sks o:' the US Na:vy 
SI AWOLVI·.S and SFALOh.LJd to be assur:'.ed by VNAF, t here ru·e i:~n:iediat.e 

steps that must be takeno 'l'hese inclv.d.e the t t> .. .ke-ove1· of current 
itA(L)-3 forVJard operat ing locuti::J:-:s (FO:L) by \1UtF v1ith :il1~eaJy 
qualified Vietnw:i.ese pers )m1el, anu the establ:;_ shumr'.:. of ~" Vie·:.na:i:1ese 
logistic helicopter opera :.ing fCGii:.ion in cloe.e pro:..;:::..::.dty with 
Vietna.t'lese Delta Naval Lo_,u;iand liea.dquarlers ir~ Linh Thuy,, As a 
minimum step toward Vietnmese assunption of l;A(L)-3 miss:i.on, the 
forward operating loca.tio.1s (:..,."!. ~-mIV) at Ca 1 ·;c:.1 ·. ~ l::.a.ch Gia~, Uong Tam.:. 
and Nha lle (MRIII) s hould be t.ak~r: 07e::.- or rr.am: ::?c.i by \-:'.UF., E' the 
financial burden of rnaint.1ining these four locc: t.ions is not wi·~.hin 
the limits of VNAF, then :.he J_:osit :'..0ns should L ~ r.i.a.intaineci by the 
AHVN anJ VNN LT'l support c f the vr:..11:~ aircraft a~:d crew:; operating 
thereo With these four l)cat:'.c.ons an,.i the incrn.sec': cc.pab:'·.lity of 
VNAF us 11 fl" i:iodel aircraft vice thE 11 IY :nod el e.~:- ::-craft c1:.rre::.1tly be:l.ng 
flown by this squadron (hA(L)--J ):; ·:foe a...rea of C?eratic:r:s now covered 
by the SFALOLVl S can still be adequately suppo . ::.c..i. , a.: .thcugh sow;: 
increase inri overhead11 rcs.?onse tir.~.c i n scramul ·} sitw:.t.icns 1.-iill be 
expcriGnced o i;ekong Rive!' C:Jn:1oy m1ppo.:.~t coul• i Le accoI::plished by 
gun3hips based at Binil l'huy stc.ging ou7, of Cha·< Lang er ·~tlier loca­
tions on t he border o 1rnti10ri:.·atfo::-1 i'cr Victnan ese t. c 1and at !foa..ic 
Laeng (hT 320445), Car;1bodia negates the necess :t.;'i' fm· 2. dffi:.acL:1ent 
along the Cambodian borde::- .'.:.lt Lough ret ::ntion : .'f: a c1u :rent facility 



DECL1t~PHD 
such a.s Ch.a.11 Doc -i~ould .::...llo'.<J a.~d iti.aal fl.exib:,,litJ ~- l1 r:1.:.l.!:l ·:-,b~ ::. 
sit.uation ci 1a.-rige appreciably o 

With VNAF gunships based in four outlying locations and a fire 
team in I:.inh Thuy (VNAF or at the present U aS u L a.vy facilit y):; t.he 
Vietnamese pilots and cre-Yr.nen 1:Jho l'.ave a lrealy floim as SJ<,AWOLV.ES could 
be assigned to each location o This woul:l place four ~c.perienced men 
at each location for the purpose of proviling on-thc-,}ob training to 
f ollc.w-on Vietru.unese personnel in d.ght anJ instrument flyi."lg anJ 
gunship tactics o It is hopeJ that a :Ji.nitilal m.u-nber of. aircraft (two 
UH-lli Slicks) anu crewmenbers based at either of the Binh T:1u,.y locations 
for the logistic support cf Naval units operating in the Delta o If 
'possible awl feasible, existing Sl Ah'uLF' facilities at !lam Can, Chau 
iJoc, Den Luc9 Phu Loi and binh Thuy could be also taken over to provide 
for additional staging and ;.ia:L."'.l.tcnance support for both gunship and 
logist.ic l1elicopter operations., Lowever, except for possibly the ready­
made intermediate maintenance faciliti c.: s that a umtion of the present 
UeSo 1Javy Linh 'l'huy (;cmp1ex would ·Offer (I(efer t; . f~')m,i:i.x !V) t o the 
criti::ally overloaded VNAF Fourth Air Division Base a~ Lin:1 'l'huy, these 
addit5.onal oases or sites a.re considered 11 nicetie s" bni-. no·-, "n ecessities"., 

The basis of these recommendations rests on the f a ct ~~hat tile 
Vi2tnar.icse will have adequn:te a.ircr·aft availab::'.lit y to c.cc.spt i:.he Sl -AWOIF 
m:i.-ssiono llO\\lever, j.f th1s is not the case, t,he:re a r·'; nlte:c-natL·es that 
ca ·,1 be implemented to still p1·ov-ide the needed support , Following the 
dayli~·ht AlRCAV Pack Operat:.ior;.s, [~tns ll.ips upon which only minor raa.in­
te11anc e (refuel, rearm, miner checl:s, et c o) i-w.st be perfon:i.ed couJ..d be 
di·:rert el to the already r:ienticned forward OJY:;rating ci.r·eas :~or the re­
qu~rea maintenance o Then these a.:'..r c:c·aft could Le utj :·1.:·.ze{'. b} t!:e Viet­
nanesE SFAWOl .. vtS fer ni,~ht opere..ticins anc:. scrar.tbles :::2 r1~q~4ireci. o This 
mod e c r operation 1vould. also relie-::e t!:c VNAF of a nan:)m .1m· d.rair:._, as 
th<:; me 1 on tlle forward operati;.1g lccat:Lcns woul:l be fl:r.i.n.g o:cly at night 
.am'.. a ·~wo crew allocation l'Jcul i not be necessary o f,no ·:lwr alternative 
WO'JJ.d ~e to stage fire teams a<:, t hC; :f 01"1.:a.rd. operat:l.!:.g ~ .o:e.~:;:,i :i:ns on a 
roi- ati1g ha.sis Q This wc·.;J.:.'. be d.cr:.E: ·.11 i tll O~'er'atic:.>c:.::.. -; •:..; 1n~_-::, ?rrent. :: .::w!d 
overla:;ping co1rnragt<3 of ii.Os ta:en i.1to consideration.,.. 

I:1 conclusion9 the pri.L1ar;r nii:::sion of quick reqc-::. :.on l1eliccpter 
gunshi31 support for grounl urd:;g hc.3 b~cn car:rieu out -JY t _1c U .s., I-~aviJ 

:31 AliOLVI .J -i11 a rna....n..ner that has estc .. )J-i3hed a. p:i: cud t ... ~d:t :'_ti.):a oi' suc~'ess 
and acc.cmplishment " 'lhrough t l1e S}:,,:\.~110LV1 S ~ Vi.::ri:.r..c.1ue~.:: ~ :ind xtri naticn 
awl Farr.ili.arization p['o;:~ra n a f ;,.m .foundat ion ha3 be-ea laid for the 
ot:.tstarling record of ll.A(l)~3 ~~o bf· continued by t he 1T:'_e·cna .. A";1e se Air 
r: orce sncl iVs most c:i.oobl= tl€!.'sonx:-.el ., It is cc.nside:.· ed t "iat tilis 
\voull s ubstantially a3;ist ail H\n'l Arr..ied. Forc8s ~ pa:·t:i_1 :<;la.:~.ly t ha Viet ­
namese :iavy, in their vali mt i'i.r)rt tc.. d estr'.)y co."J1: :1.!.r:~Lt a,g.:::;:r·e:i Ji on 
anl :r·et ·11•n the hepublic of Viet.nm:1 ba.:::l-: to peacef11..1 f1U::'3ut1~ s ,., 



10 Dec~ber 1971 

From: Inspection Offioer 
To: Camnanding Officer 9 Hel:J. ~apter Attack (Light) Squadron TERE~ 

Subj: Zone Insp ·~·;t:i.cn 9 results of 

J.. The foll owinp, rliscrenanoies •.wert: noted as a result of Zeme One Inspection 
this '3at.a: 

EI:callsnt 

A uMIN! S'l'R ~TIVT'} O:F'FI CE Excel! ·2-.nt 

,:1RAINING OFFI CB Good 

PUBT,IC AFl"A!RS OPP.ICE Good 

Good 

DU'T'Y OFFICE Poo:i? = r.1~.z·ds sweeping (very dusty) and p~foting 

POST OFFICE 

OUTSIDE SOO OF~ Fair - n .s,eds ~;weeping~ dusti:J.g 

]:1JUCtiTIOtHL SBRVICBS OFFICE 

fi<;RSONBLL OFFICE Good 

S AFB1'Y OP'I CB Z::ccell;!:nt. 

tEGn OFFICE 

Good 

1 ST LT'S OFFIGE 



CUIOO.NT HJF()l,NA'rION CONCI.RNING hA (I.) =3 

DECL1 LBER 1971 

Comr.ianili.ng Officer: Ga.ptain C., OQ L-Oli.GSTIWi,i, J::,~ , USi! 

SquaJron headquarters: lfr1h 'i'huy~ HVN 

kurnber of Gunships (Sl AWOL!lS): 3; 

Number of Loeistics S-:..ippor t. Helos ( Sl ALOf~llS): C3 

Number cf Officers: 136 

Ntmtber of I nlisted: 1+36 

NOTI : Above figures are 0 all<·wance 11 not '' en boa.rcV1 

Detachment lo~tions (Current): 

Uet 1: Solid Anchor Dase {VN ilavy9 N<.>..::1 ::an) VQ 198G74 

Uet 2: Nlla i.:e (VN Navy) (3 he1icop·t,~rs) 1CS 937800 

Uet 3: Ca lia.u (Long Strip) (Al~VIJ La:3e) ,'Jii.. 1961: ~2 

Det 4: Len Luc {Vr·i Navy L3.se) XS t 18758 

Det 5: Chau doc Op base {Jr,! f\J ;c.i.vy Ease) ,<JS 2.!+5T. 5 

Det 6: Phu Loi ( U oS o Arr.1y 1ase) :CT 862.158 

Det 7: Dong Tam (AR.VJII basi>) (Old ;,, ,3li able Stri:; ) XS L;084Y5 

Det. 8: Iiacp Gia (ARVM Bas~) 

Det 9: 

Statistics on Sl.ALORD open.tfons ~.c da-:~e: 

12,123 missions flc~n. 

629,. 723 pounds of carg., co.:.:'rier:.:., 

utClASSifiED 
9 GO~FIDJ. NTIAL 


