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STATEMENT OF Capta,in W. J. SELLERS 0'72880 USHG Concerning 
Accident involving ·CH-4-6L. Bureau riumbers 151930 & 151936 of 
15 J·~J.ly 1966. 

I was flying 151936, the number two aircraft in a four 
plane division. M0.jor T. S. RE.f..P ·,ms the di vision leader 
flying 151930. lstLt c. D. BROWN '.-.ras my co-pilot. We were 
part·of a twenty-four plane strike into a landing zone bearing 
288°, llt NM from Dong Ha TACAN. We loaded fourteen U. s. 
troops and departed Dong Ha at 0800 as a flight o{ four. I 
had ample power on take-off and climb out. We approached the 
landing area and could see the other aircraft in the landing 
zone •. M~.jor REAP kicked us into a column at about t_he 180° 
position and we started descending. I was flying about four 
rotor diameters behind the leader and a little stepped-up. 
Deadlock, the UH-lE TACA _aircraft, came up on the radio and 
said that one of the CH-46 1 s was down in the trees but out of 
the zone. We continued our approach and started slowing down. 
T~1e zone was approximately one half mile away when I instruct­
ed the co-pilot to switch to "hover aftn. T:1e approach was 
down hill, downwind (npproximately 4-6 knots) and when I ~ol­
lod on final, I "'.i?.S a little high. I further reduced power to 
loose altitude and I started to flare to slo"tlr down. I •,,ras 
about to over fly the leader and I i~creased the flare to 
approximately 20° ::~ose up. When I got the airspeed down to 
almost zoro, I 1.'l":?.S still high and movi~~g abeam tho leader. 
'.rhcre was a stream to my loft with some trees along side so 
I decided to continue forv.rard. I came to a high hover, 
began to settle and started losing turns. Hy rotor RPM drooped 
to approxinately 90%. Tho generators did not go off the line 
because I continued to reco:Lve radio transmissions. I re­
gained my turns by decreasing collective. I sat tho aircraft 
down near some bamboo standing about 20 foet tall. T~1e dovm 
wash from the rotors bent the bamboo over and kept it out of 
the rotor bla.dos. Just prior to landing, I had to move tho 
tail of the aircraft to the right, towards 151930, to keep 
from landing on some troops. !Ster touchdo\'m, I lowered the 
collective and tho co-pilot positioned the speed trim control 
to AUTO 

We had been on the deck approximately four (li-) s8conds 
when the aircraft began to shake and vibrate violently. I 
yelled for the pGoplc to 11 get out of hero" and immediately bo..;. 
gnn ,to shut down the engines. The co-pilot armed the rotor 
brake nnd applied the rotor brake. I got out of tho scat, 
helped get the guns 211d equipnent out and nc:.do sure all the 
pcoplG were out of the' aircrc.:.ft. I 1-;ent outside to investi-
gc. te tho dltong0. B:~th aircraft hnd tho a"f't rotor bl.ados g()no 
and both aircraft wore broken c..:.t the n2.nuf'actur2r 1 s splice<; 
just forwc.rd of tho aft pylon.. I .ss.w fj_rc in the 1'f2 cngino 
of 1519.~6 and I [(--:.,~ th0: fire bottle after finally locc:,ting it 
outside by tho ro.up and sprayed the C02 ::.~:-C:~~ the o::;:-;ine cn::l1:nJ_st" 
I -~ 1:cn gave the bottle to the cr~3w chief c:md he sprnyea. tho 
iEtakc,. Tio firec: w2s cxtinguishod so I conU.nuod to check tlir: 
darno.ge. T~1~: bamboo bad str::dght.enod b<:tc1';: ·up and tb1C:ro uer8 
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heavy cuts near the tops. S:LncG my crew w2s out and uninjured, 
I checked the crew of the ot:l.or aircraft. T.:13y were 0 K so we 
began t<:f_move the guns and personal gee.r towards some other 
aircraft.. We loe.ded aboard o.nd returned to Dong H:i .• 

T~~is accident could have been preventGd by executing a 
wave off when I s:::w tlw. t i-C was a nargina.l approach. 
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