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STLTEMENT OF PRIVATE FIRST CLASS JERRY 4. ENSIGN 2100520 UsMC:
Concerning Accident involving CH-464 Bureau Numbers 151930 &
151936 on 15 July 1966

I flew as Aerial Gunner on YI- 18 on the: 15th of July 1966,
in support of Operation Hastings, Other nembers of the crew
werej Pilot - Capt W, J. SELLERS: Co-Pilot-1lstLt €.D. PPOWI‘- Crew
Chief- Cpl H., E, BEECHAM, We launched from DONG HL at approx1—
nately 0800 with a load of about 14 troops. The approach to
the zone seened normnal until we were approximately 15-20 feet
off the ground, when our aft rotor blade started hitting cane
and we pulled away and landed. We were on the ground ﬂpprox1-
nately 3-4 seconds when there was a loud noise and the air-
craft started violent gyrations. I then loocked back and saw
the upper aft section of the aircraft break down on the ranp
and heard Capt SELLERS on the ICS say "Get out of here", We
then dropped the side hatch and got all of the troops out
before going out ourselves, We then went back into the Air-
craft and took the guns and anno out. I heard Capt SELLERS yell
its on fire and he grabbed the fire extinguisher and ran out
of the aircraft and started to fight the fire and then the Crew
Chief climbed up on the top of the aircraft to have better access
at the fire, I was told tc get the fire extinguisher from the
other downed aircraft. About halfway between the two airecraft
we started receiving sniper fire in the zone and had to get
down., After a few seconds I went on to the cother aircraft and
upon reaching it found that it was inpossible to get at their
fire extinguisher. When I got back to our aircraft the fire
was out., I then ran approxinately 60 yards to a HMM~265 air-
craft w1th Capt SELLERS. Upon locking around and not seeing
the rest of our people he got up and ran back to the downed
aircraft lcoking for then and I followed him. We didn't sece

‘any of then so we ran back to the HMM=265 alrcrﬂft and 4 out
"of the 8 crewnenbers on their downed aircraft were there and we

nade 6, The other two cane out on another aircraft, A4t no
tine in the zone was there any panic among the crewnembers,
Llthough under sniper flro, I think that nost of this can be
attrlbuted to Capt SELLERS 1eﬂdcrsh1p.
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