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STJ>.TEMENT OF PRIVil.TE FIRST CLASS JERHY A. ENSIGN 2100520 USMC 
Concerning Accident involv:i.ng CH-46.A. Bureau Nunbers 151930 & 
151936 on 15 JUl.y 1966 

l f1.ew as Aerial Gunner on YT-18 on the·l5th of JUly 1966, 
in support of Oper2tion Hastings. Other neobers of the crew 
were; Pilot - Capt W. J. SELLEHS: Co-Pilot-lstLtC.D.BEOV.Hr;Crew 
Chief- Cpl H. E. BEECHAM. We launched fron DONG lib.. at approxi­
nntely 0800 with a load of about 14 troops. The npproach to 
the zone seeoed nornal until we were approxinately 15-20 feet 
off the ground, when our aft rotor blade started hitting cane 
and we pulled away and landed. We were on the ground approxi­
oately 3-4 seconds when there was a loud noise and the air­
craft started violent gyrations. I then looked back and saw 
the upper aft section of the aircraft break down on the ranp 
and heard Capt SELLERSlon the ICS say 11 Get out of heren. We 
then dropped the side hatch and got all of the troops·out 
before going out ourselves. We then went back into the Air­
cra~ and took the guns and ru.100 out. I heard Capt SELLERS yell 
its on fire and he grabbed the fire extinguisher and ran out 
of the aircraft and started to fight the fi.re an.d then the Crew 
Chief clinbed up on the top of the aircraft to have better access 
at ·the fire. I was told to get the fire extinguisher froo the 
other downed aircraft a About hal·fway between the two aircraft 
we started receiving sniper fire in the zone ::ind had to get 
dovm. After a few seconds I went on to the other aircraft and 
upon reaching it found that it was iopossible to get at their 
fire extinguisher. v.Jhen I got back to our aircraft the fire 
was out. I then-ran approxinately 60 yards to a HMM-265 air­
craft with Capt SELLERSe Upon lookinE around ::ind not seeing 
the rest of our people he got up and ran back to the downed 
aircro..ft lookin13 for then and I followed hio. We clic1n 1 t see 
any of then so we rem back to the HMM..:.265 aircraft and 4 out 

·or the 8 crewnenbers on their downed aircraft were there and we 
oade 6. The other two caoe out on another aircraft. At no 
tine in the· zone was there any panic ru::iong the crewneDbers. 
Jc!.lthough under sniper fire, I think that Dost of this can be 
attributed to Capt SELLEHS leadership. 
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