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1. (c) CO LtCol 
XO Major 
S-1 Major 
S-2 Capt 
S_-3 Major 
S-4 Cc.pt 
MLINT Major 

Organizational D£'.ta · 

WJJillEN C. Wl ... TSON 
OLIVER G. McDONl.LD 
THOMJ .. S S. REi...P 
MICHEJJ., V. SULLIVLN 
EDWJ.JID C. HERTBERG 
DL.VID J. LEIGHTON 
MI..RTIN J. WILLI.i~'IS 

5 June 1965 -
19 May 1966 
20 May 1966 ... 
20 May 1966 -
20 May 1966 -
20 May 1966 -

· 13 Septenber 1965-

2. (c) HMM-164, Marblo Mountain Air Facility, Republic of 
South Viet Nam 1-31 Julyo 

3. (c) 

4. (u) 

f,,vcrnge nonthly strength: 

Officer 1+6 NA 5 GRND 1 USN(MC) 
Enlisted 180 3 USN 

Inportant visitors to the conmand: 

2 July - BrigGen Ho Mo ELWOOD flew with squadron on 
Operation Holt in Hue Phu Bai area. 

13 July - BrigGen L. E. ENGLISH was transported fron 
Da Nang to Dong Ha. Recon of Dong Ha area 
was also flown. 
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Part II Chronological Summary of Month's Activities 

1 July (c) LtCol W. C. ''fATSON with 1 O aj_rcraf't in supp'Ort 
of III MAF in the Ky Ha area transported 498 UoS. Marines from 
(BS765.51+0) and (BS749603) direct to landing z~ne Goose (BT503038). 
The 10 aircraft were aiding MAG-35 in the backloading of troop's 

·from Operation Oakland. The flight went without incident or 
enemy contacto (41.1 hours) 

2 . .July (c) LtCol W. Cc WATSON with 14 aircraft in support 
of Operation Holt transported 555 troop·s from the 3Bn/4Mar to 
the landing zone at (YD571180). The first wave of helicopters 
into the zone received small arms fire, with negative hits.· 
Pickup zone for the troops was PK-17 (YD675599). The assault 
phase of the operation was completed in apP.roximately 80 min­
utes and was considored very successful., (30.9 hours) 

(c) LtCol W. c. WATSON with 111- aircraft in support 
of Operation Jay transported 521 Marines from 2Bn/4Mar from 
(YD572424) to (YD525363)o This was generally an administrative 
lift backloading troops from the operating area. (23~3 hours) 

3 July Normal operations (see Part IV Appendix I) 

4 July (c) LtCol W. c. WATSON with 8 aircraft on a supvly 
mission in support of I Corps transported 107 passengers and·.· 
99, 100 lbs of equipment from Roi Im to Thqr;_g Due ( ZCj 1+1+534). · 
No ·firo was received during tho flight.. ~ ~1.0 hours) 

(s) Maj M. J. ltTILLii.MS and section while on standby 
for Sparrow Hawk were lau..YJ.ched to evacuate U.S. wounded from · · 
the Third Marines. The aircraft proceeded to the An Hoa area 

·and were inforrrwd the landing zone was too hot for landing. 
The aircraft diverted to .l'm Boa for p-tckup of 5 replacement 
personnel and 4000 lbs of ammo to be delivered to units und~r 
attack. Both aircraft proceeded to landing zone U~T916507), 
landed under intensive small arms fire, and debarked passengers 
and cargo" Both aircraft received numerous hits while in the 
zone without serious da11a.ge.•ir1flic-C·~-;(;_. 'I'-wo Marinos WG1'e . 
wounded while unloading tho aircraft. Tne flight then proceeded 
to Ui.T909503) to pickup tho Mod Evacs. Nightfall had sot in·· 
mc:..king tho a:)iJTQach t;;_, j:.:'1e smaJ.1 l2ncl:l.ng .zo:!..1e difficult· a.:"l\~. 
haza:cclous ~ ::- The nircraft landed after several attonpts once 
again under heavy sm::'.11 arms and nortar fire 1 and pickod

1
up 23 

wounded 1'-Iarines who wcrs tr2nsported to im Hoa. (8 • .li· hours) 

ils 2. ro sul t of this [tC t:ion Mnj H. J. \'JILJ_,IJJ-118 
and 1stLt Bo 1. NJ~LE ·wcr.G rocor.'1T11c:nded :fo:r the Distingulshsd 
-,1 . c 1 tl" -1 J' rn D , ... ,.)1"'""" 1 1 JI t I T.' DH<1"·c·l\TuD .ti ying :coss, s '·'"' ~ p J .• ·Jll\JL.i.l_l',.:i. mr ~3c J )• v-1., .. ;v~ui'· ,_ wcro 
rccor:r01ondc;d for tho JJ.ir Modal~ o.nd G,~t D. \:J. B01!TDEN? C:rJ1 S.,, D. 
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• 
LJJIJIER, LC:i?l D. E. RO~"..RX and ·Lc~1 J ~ B ~ HOIST were rec.ol!lIIlended. 
for Nc:-.vy Coar;!endution :Me0.n_1_s. 

5 July · Normal Operations (See Pa.rt IV ,]:!_)pcndix I) 

6 July ( c) L tCol W. C. W1'..TSo:K with 8 aircraft in support 
of Operation Macon transported 223 troops fro~ the 1Bn/3Mar 

. fron load:Lng zone Turkey (I~T94-1785) to (BT008533) o In addition 
125 troops from 3Bn/3Mar were transpo1"-Cod from Hill 22 (BT954667) 
to (BT976506)., ld1"craft T6Cei ved fire in tli.e first zorie with 
no hi ts recorC.ed o HHi:1-265 e.J.so h~l 12 airqraft in the lift. A 
total of 767 I:El.rincs wcro c2.rricd to th•~ operntions area by both 
squadrons with early results of 44 VC KIA, 12 captured and 153 
probable KIL.. (17 .. 2 hours) 

6-8 July (c) On three succossi ve days thrl squadron had 4 
aircraft in support· of Special Forces at Kho.:o Due (ZC006092). 
Tho mission was to recover hodies from an L.RVN UH-34D era.sh site 
on a 4200 ft hill top at (ZC180875). Jill. initial 27 man party 
wqlked into the site and cleared a smal]: ~-anding ·zone. On 6 July 
2 bodi.es were extracted along witl: the 27 oan rescue party. A 
second 24 nan work po.rty was plnced in the ;;-~one to cuntinue tho· 
search. On July 7 an. :iddi tional 4 U. S 4 L.ruy Dersonnol were 
pla.ced in the zone to· ho1_p with the worko On- July 8, ·4 bodies 
and the 28 nen in the zone w0re extracted to complete the oper-· 
2tion. 'Ine landing zone ·:·:as extremely small and rough 7 sur- . 
:rounded by 50 to 60 ft trees requiring rilots to hover and hoist 
personnel and gear inside the aircrafto The operation went 
without mishap. (37.6 hours) 

6-·i 3 July (c) The squac1r0n ho.d 2 to 1+ c.ircraft in supIJ'ort 
of Operation·Hastings and the ?Bn/1Mar in tho Dong Ha area. Tho 
mission wns to support Fo:rce Recon units by inserting and re­
tracting rccon platoons and teams in the aroQ just south of the 
DHZ. ldrcraft ·were also in stwdby condi ticn with the fast re-· 
action (Sparrow Hawk) force. Squadron aircraft provided supply 
support for Mnrjne socuri ty forces throughout the aroa as ·well 
as flying many recon nissions. On 8 July while porforoing a 
re con insertion c:..t (YD072468) the oi rcrc:tf,c carJe under heavy 
ground fir0 as the first oJ.rcraft was a.bout to touchdown in the · 
zone .. Both c:..ircrc.ft in the flight initio.ted a wave off. The· 
sec:Jnd nircro.ft piloted by 1st1t B~ L. NYJ.E lost on ongj_ne 
(probably due to grou::.1d fire) upon commencement of tho wave off. 
Single engine capability did not exist and the aircraft crashed 
npproximately 200 yQ:rc1s frou tho zone '.I burning on inp2ct. 11._ll 

' . d 0 1 - "'h . . . . cre1:menoors Clnr / re:c0r:· personnG. oscapco. wic r1inor J_nJuries(' 
One Force nocon no.n W<:l.S 1ost in the r.-iishri~;~ TJ:1e nJ.rcraft 11:a::i 
conpl0t0J.y destroyed -by frJ.cncUy a:i.r c:md rJo:rta:c firo after alI. 

r· . 

tf'::r.i;~~{i~~;1J~~~~~ 



• • ·qs9re1 
p:ersonnel wore evnc'l.'!.ntcd :Lrna tho ?;O~JJ,, Tho crewchief (SSgt 
E. D. LL.NE) and gunnc::t (?Fe! B. L. iiuFFM.L1q) along with the in­
jured recon personnel were taken tc ii. lfod nt Hue ?hu Bai. The 
crowchicf and gu.'1.nor wori:i later transfcrr(;;d to C Med at De. Nang 
suffering froQ minor back injurioso (Seo ?art IV Lp~cndix II) 

. .,.,,,Nunorous grou.rid fire incidents were reported throughout 
the area. During this period of operation 635 troops ~ere trans­
ported and ·151 sortie.s nnd 73. 9 hours were flown. 

14 July :'Torn.al operations (See Part IV L.ppendix I) 

15 July (c) Lt 0800E Operation Hastings entered the assault 
phase when LtCol W. C. W; ... TSON with 27 CH-46J:i. 1 s frora HMM-164 and 
HMM-265, Li- CH-37 1 s fron the MJ;.G-16 CH-37 Detachment and 10 UH-1E 1 ;:: 

from VM0-2 transported approximately 550 trooi-J\s fro:o 3Bn/4Mar 
into the lnnding zone 2t (YD038649) and apuroximately.the same 
n1.rr1ber of troops from 2Bn/4Mar into (l"D085'"655). Snnll ams fire 
was recoi ved in both zc)nes during the troop .. builcftup phase with 
one aircrEft taking two hits, one in cabi::i section (which caused 
a :Latal injury to a narino) and one in the nft pylon which caused 
sufficient daraage to 7equire the aircraft to return to Dong Ha. 
Just prior·· to the lift of the 2Bn in to the second landing zone 
(YD085655), three aircro.ft fron HMM-164 1ed by Capt w. B. JOHNSON 
launched on an eoergency re·cr::::i.ction of 35 recon personnel fron 
('YD085486). No p.roblens -.;ere encountered on the retraction. . 

:,l?he approach into tho first zcne (YD 038649) proved to be 
hazardous due to the tactic.al situation, do-wnwind approach and 
snall ln.nc1ing 2 one. On the initial wavt; one HMM-265 ni rcraft 
overshot tho landing point anc1 hit a treo line causinG strike 
dana.ge to the aircraft 2.nd very minor injuries to the crew and 
passengers. Also on the initial wave two lD.•11-1-164 aircraft 
slightly overshot tho zoi.1e, landed in close proximity to one 
another, intermeshed aft rotor bl~des and suffered strike damage. 
Two mnrin0s being dobcnked by these nircraft sufferoc1 fntal 
injuries when hit by rotor bl2des and two other marines were 
injured, on.G seriously a (See Part IV fi.ppondix III) 

lit 1130H Capt J. L. JJJ1ES and a section. of IrnH-164 aircraft 
returned to tho initial landing zone to assess dru:1age to the 
throe c1mmod nircro..ft. Upon departing tho zone the aircraft 
wore taken undor ai. to~:ari.tic vrcai)ons fire ·with both nj_ rcr.aft being 
hit.. Tho wing:oo.n, Capt R. E. JOH1JSON; sustained hi ts in the 
transmission oil cooler necossi to.ting an ii:::u:nodiato lnnchng c..t 
(YD097635). The lnnding 1.vas slightly hnrd cc,using the pnrt DD.in 
12,nding goa:e strut to. sho::ir. Personn1:;l in tho ai.rcro.ft oxi t::;d, 
wore pickod up by tho lonJ air·~ra.ft cmd returned to D::ing Ha .. 
(Seo Part IV ilppe:nd:L~ IV) 

---~ --------------- -
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,, ;,. security force ·w~s placed in tr() ct:-:,-wnod aircraft §Jno 
along with 2. nc..inton;:nce <:!'cw whicl".t r.::.:n:::i.red ·the aircraft suf­
ficiently well to allow it to be flovm .. to Dong Ha 1+ hours later · 
by Capt J. L. JAMES. J.",.s the ai1'craft C.ep2:c·~cd the zone tho 
security force and mnintenance personnel came under small arms 
fire which delayed their retrograuo approximately 1 hour unt~l 
the VM0-2 1JH-1Ers and HMM-161+ CH-1+6's could suppress the fire 
and make ·tho pickupo 

Ji.t 1400H approximately 1250 .i'...RVN troops wore ·transported 
from Cam Lo (1D133593), ancl Dong Ha to D-5 (YD091+51l+),,an area 
slightly south of the marine operation areao 

Squadron aircraft trc:ms~orted 819 troops, cRrried 19,600 
lbs of cargo nnd flew )6 .. 7 hours in support of the operation 
on the 15th of July. 

16-20 July (c) Squad.ror.. romo.ined in support of Operation 
Hastings providing maximum aircraft support in the field at 
Dong Hao Supply, recon, ned evc.c 1 and rec::in jnsertion~ and 
retractions wore flown. !~ total of 31 5 Marinos, two 105 

:howitzers and 38, 500 lhs of cargo wore· tr~msported within tho 
operations ar0a during tho ;ieriod. (58.2 hours) 

On 20 .Tuly three squadron aircraft vmre involved in n1i,s­
hap s~ 

Capt R. E. JOHNSON lost a number one engine while execut­
ing a wave-off. Aircro.ft i::tade an emergency forced l['.nding in 
u. rice paddy near CarJ Lo (YD133593) with no damo.ge to tho air­
c~aft or iEjury to tho crow. Tho aircrnft was repaired and 
flown. out the following :.by. (Part IV L.ppondix 5) 

1 stLt R~ R. CRI'rSER ·1-Thile in an orbit at 3000 feet al ti­
tudc and at ~ speed of 80 knots was hit by a .50 Cal. round 
in the yellow blo.de on the aft rotor head. The aircraft was 
landed without f 11rther incid0nt and the blade changed. (Part IV 
appendix 6) 

C:-'.·ot Do J. LEIGHTOn experienced loss of the number one 
engine while at appr0xim2t0ly 50 foot on a night approach 
to Dong Ha. Duo to aircraft weight and speed, single ongine 
capnbili ty 1·.rns unavaiJ.n'blo. J,i.rcr<:i.ft crashed causing strike 
dali1agc. Cro1:1 oscapsd wi thou.t injury. (Pe.rt IV appondix 7) 

21 July ( c) L.irc::.:·af 1,~ gt'ounded ch'w to engine difficul tics 
cnuscd by fuel contarni.ne:~tion and snnd injostiono l'.ircraft 
to bo flown only fo:c ho2.sy lift capnbili ty o..ncl GrJorgency s:i.t­
ua tio:r1 so 



2 9-31 ~--,_-!.J_:r ( :i) ~)5_2.o t 
ope~Qtions cc~~ucted. 

------- ------

• 

fle-d· ':-r:~ t:~1 :-71·-TI-.. ~-·161 ti.:--..c~ 
in ·::h.s s.s t"-·T.:J sc~· ... t?~clro11s. 
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Part III Significarl~ Evont~ 

1. (c) Personnel 

e .• Trans:ferred · 5 Officers 4 Enlisted. 
b. Joined 2 Officers 3 Enlisted 
c. ·Four 1 stLt 1 s promoted to Capt. 

One enlisted ponissioned as 2ndLt 

2 • (u) 

3. (c) 

Two enlisted promoted to Sgt 
One enlisted promoted to S/Sgt 
One cr.ilisted proraoted to Gy/Sgt 
TW'o enlisted promoted to M/Sgt 

J ... dministration 

l~wards 

a. Sixty-eight Air Med~ls approved 
b. Eighty-nine kir Meqals recommended 
c.; Four Purple Hearts e.pproved. 

,.,ti-.. (c) . Casual ties 
- . 

e.. PFC B. L. HOFFMJ.N 
b'. S/SGT E. D. L.iJiE 
c. PFC T. G • J31..G-WEI.t 

2090555 
1482118 
2129296 

Returned to Sqdn. 
Returned to Sqdn~ 
Returned to Sqdn. 

;. (u) Civic hction 

Progre.ns as indicated in the June ConEnnd Chronology are 
still in progress. 

6. · (u) Morale/Welfare Progr<;U!l.S 

Squadron is publishing a weekly news sheet titled Warrior's 
Weekly. (?r.:·::~ -::..v A;,•j.::~.c'~.x D) ·· · • .... ~,.,,..,__ ··-

?. (u) Informational Services 

Forty-six home to'lrm news·; releases were prepared b.v the· · 
squadron during the. month.. Releases were mainly on a'l:rards arid 
·promottons. · ·. ·~ . ~. 

Page_k_of 1</ Pages 
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• 8. (c) Intelligence/Counter-Intelligence 

During Ju1y 1966 this squadron reported 36 ground fire 
incidents inVolVing S7 ai:i;:craf~. J" .. total. of 10 aircraft re­
ceived 19 hit$. A majority of the incidents occurred in grid 
squares AT 95', YD o4, 05, o6, and .AT 99. -

4/C fired on J.ncident§ t+fvC hit Hits Sorties Hours 

36 10 19 2008 

Ratio of aircraft hits to aircraft fired on: 
Ratio of aircraft hits to sorties flown: 
Ratio of aircraft hit to sorties fl.own: 
Ratio of aircraft hit to hours flown: 
Batie of aircr~tt bit to aircraft fired on: 

831-.9 

1 : 1+~6 
. 1: 1o6 

1 s201 · 
1·:82.9 
1:9 

i 

A breakdown of ·fire incidents with respect to altitude is as 
follows: 

ln2i.sients 1.1M hit 41.titude ,( 
23 o-if'.99 1 .·f'::·. 
3 0 5'00-999 1 ·. 

1 0 1000-11+99 i 
9 2 15'0o+ t 

... 
·;.,;., 

(c) /d.r Operations 

i . 

9. 

a •. Sunr.mry 

1. Hours 831.9 
2. Sorties 2008 

~: 
·passengers 6583 

015,800 lbs) Cargo ~~7.9 Tons 

'· Evn.cs 
6. POW1 s . 35 

10. {u) J~r Control 

11.. (c) Special Operations 

a; 1 July, Operation 11 0akland11 in the Quang. Ngai area was 
supported by the squadron •. A total of 101 sorties were flown 
carrying ~98 troops in 1+~_ 411 1 flight hours •. · 

. b. 2 Ju1z,Squndron in support of Operation Jay flew 
99 trru'lsport .... sorties carrying,...~1 ~troops in 23.3 hours. 

c. 2 July Squadron in supp_ort of Operation Holt transported 
555 troops in 30.9 hours. 

Page __ __L/~of /-;/Pages 
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d... 6 July 0-:~eration Mr.;.con coonenccd with HMM-16~ nying 
66 troop transport sorties carrying 346 troops in 1?.2 hours. 

e..... 5-13 July. Squadron in.support of Operation Washing~ 
ton was D.ai.n1y in a standby· status with 10. s:0rti{es, 25 passen-
gers and 5.lf. hours f'lown. · t .-· 

r. 6-31 July. Squadron supported.Operation Hastings dur­
ing all phn.ses of oporations. Operations in support consisted 
of 666 sorties transporting 2536 troops and· 210,800 lbs of 
oargo in 266.3 hours. 

12. (u) 

13 •. (u) 

14. (u) 

15. (u) 

Ground Defense 

NBC Warf are 

-Training 
i ! ·. 

1. 
.. 

; 
; , 

a. Training flights as reqil.ircd to ma;i.ntaib squadron pro .. 
.+tc.iency and NL.TOPS e!'l.Gc~s were flown. ; . 

b. c~ntir-ue~ training on aircraft systems were presented 
to pilots in conjunction with NLTOPS. 

c. Intelligence· briefs on Viet Nn!:. si tur.ti:m continue~ · 

16. (u) Logistics 

1.7 ~ (c) Su:>·.~·~Y 
:~ " : 

During the month of July, HMM-164 •'s average daily NORS/G 
;sate was conside.rably higher than usual. This is attributed 
to an increase in the number of' NORS/G demands placed on '

1

tqe 
MAG~16 Supply Officer's stores. J:J..though the number of NORS/q 
requisitions submitted each month has steadily increElsed since 
our arrival in RVN; tl:.e number of NORS/G demands during July'."" 
was 30% ab~v-o the E..vcrage monthly figure. 

T1-:!6 Cr-:-·i-:.-r. s''.D"D~V Of·~·~.C0:::" :F'i ll~r~. ?~·t 3% of t:-~cse NORS/G 
requisition::;· i'roE. .. his stock. fhis figure is sligl1tl.i ai.iove 
the monthly average, and is not consider~d to be a contribut~,. 
ing factor to the increased daily NORS/G rate during July. . .. , 

Pr.ge I 2- of ti Pages 
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• 
. T't.te iiost apparent- -contributing !actor to .the higher NORS/G 

rate was the increase in t:he "avarai;c le2d ti:-e" on NORS/G 
requ.isiti;. ons ... •.·Whi .. ·. ch_ were pa. ssed by the H:.G-16 ~P'lY -Officer. 
This figu!'Ct •.·· s 18.7 days, an increase of 36. 5'~ over the pre­
viou& .. · · monthl.y average smce our arrival in RVN. 

The majority ot NORS/G material received from CONUS sources 
is ·shippfKI ..i.._ .Ur Parcel Post. As all u.s. ·Mail for RVN goes 
first to.Sa~en, this causes two to three days additional lead 
time on 1'0Ba7G tateria.l ship;lad by this method. · 

· We suggest that the possibility of shipping NORS/G material .. 
, · --~t to Da Nang vice the present route via Saigon be ex­
~~.~-~'Q-~··1n ·.the interest of minimizing the lead time on NORS/G 
F :·~~Uticm.s passed otr station. . . 

. .. .. !b.·· .. ~ lead time on priority 9J7 re qui si tions. for consumable 
·aeronautical components has been 45 to 60 days. This has 
causetl SqUadron aircraft to be in a NORS/G status for consum­
able items wlt1ch, normally, would have been on hand at the 
Squadron levE!l • 

. 'l8• (u} Moto~ Transport 

t2• .. (n) . Engineering 

J4t present squadron is engaged in a modification program 
to include all aircraft. These :r.::dific£:ti~1:s arc tc il'."x:ro11c 
•t,.lte•. availability or aircraft and extend engine life. .L.t the 
pr.tsent time the modifications to be installed are: an Engine 

· St1:.rtor Drr.1!:.. ·Line, covers for the Gtm Ports, Gun Straps, in-
• prQ~ Gunners ICS, Full Barrier Filters· Low Pressure FUel 

· ~~l't rein:forced cowling· over Synchronlzing Shaft, and steps 
.·.~· the Full Barrier Filter. · 

20•· (e) Maintenance 

a. .tverage dally availability 
b. Average perce.n.t daily availability 
c. ll.verage utill'q,tion (40 hrs/l../C/Mo) 
d. Maintenance hou,rs/fl:ight hours 

t. · Sched'U.led Maintenance 
2. tbisehedtlled·Maintenance 
3 •. f()~~ru.. .. . 

•. 

12.8 
5'3. 5% 
96.5' 

744 .89Hr/1FH 
19)2 2.3Hr/'1FH . .. . . ·.,."!"!.. - .-.-- ;~ ..... ' •• J • .... "" •. -i-

. ~· ....... .J.J,.. t -·.a.:. 

e• · =.\~o .•. t. o.,perr.tior..all rer:.dy-su_p~ly t/zl:.2 5.?:{r/1F!i 
t. ~~ge NORS/G rate 18.6 
ga Total of 28 engines changed during month. 
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