1rpr l‘r‘l*ﬁ

[N
et e At

To: Cormander, U. S,

Subj: Report of Alrcraft "ishap

A, OMIAVIVSE 3750.0% : _‘ - .
1. CH-ldA 151656

2. 20 July 1956 21027  Dong Ha  RViT

3. GCombat Cargo 1R

li. Alpha damage. Controlled collision with the ground. The nose
strut was driven up through the center console and then buclled
aft, The fuselnge broke abt stabtion 1110 with the aft pylon.falling
dovn on the remp. The rotor blades meshed and dlsinUGS”atOd.,
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helicopter parking area, The first aponroach vas waved off due to
condensation on the windshield and a malfu"otioning landing
(secarch) light., The pilot lancded the alrcr-7t.on the lighied
runvay, cleaned the windshield and atheomptoed ane::cenr the landing
on c..nCL

light. The light —ns stucl in the fvll retracited posit

5. 151956 was the lead aircraft in a two aircraft flight, The
flight was launched an anoron_naUGWV 10571 on an emergency re-
supply mission. Yhe fliaht procecded o the law@ing zmone, unloaded
the cargo and departed the area. The flight back to Dong Ila was
unevenuful until the lead aircraft began his apnroach to the
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all efforts to extend it {ailed. s
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soCom’ approach was commenced to th perking area3 this ?imo
using only the nover 1~onts The forvard hover 11¢qus nxve red
lens but the aft light is vwhite. The landing light was not used
becausc of the reflection on the nose conc plexiglass windows.

The approcch ras wmade over a nuJaer of parkcd heliconters, trucks
and piles of supplies and the pilot was molking an obstacle type

approach. At approximately fi?L; fOut alultUAG and ton tnots
airspeced, the number onc ongine failed. The rotor RYH began to
Coteriowate and the aircraft began to settle. There was no
visiblc horizon and the DllOu immediately ]ookoé at *ho attitude
indicetsr to insurc that the aircraflt in a vcl attitude,
“hien the rotor RP'T decrcascd to appro

A2 Tely OON, the pilot made
in an ¢ffort to maintain
At approximately twenby- tive oo

a slight ﬂcorycuo in collecective pif

rdeioy t cet altitude the gen-
eratorg went off the line and 21l the lights wrent out. There

vere no refereonce lignts in the parking arca and the pilobt had

no way to judgc his altit:de. Then thoe pilot cstimntod thoet the
alreraft wag approximatelw ten fect above the ground, he incrca sod
collcetive piteh to cushion the Tanding., The rate of eoont 7as
almost stopnoed but the airecraft wes still approxi C
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fecet in the air. The rotor RPIT had decercascd to tho point that
the aircraft scttled to the ground ané la n@oo very hard, Tho-
number 7o edglno continued to run at 1009 \PI and the number one
engine was runnine at somewhat less than 100%, ‘he engines werc
securcd by turnlng the fuel valves off and then pullinc the fire
haridles., “he crew exited the aircraft, saw a rosidus] fire in
the numbor 4o engine, got a CO~ bottle and extinguished the fire

Onc UH-3lD rotor blade was demaged by a piecce of motal from
the CH-L6 blades. ' ' '

Investigatlion revealed pogssiblc Tucl contemination, A

prioritr D14 has Beon roozchitdd on the nuno'" one enflnc Muel
eontrol, —— — o .

m/.f’——‘-_—___’-/_—’—
6. Pilot. David J, LETEICY Capt 073653 U3¢ o injury
7. Doraining tHr roe cre:monoors uninjured,
3. ot anmlic~ble.,
/ _— .
9. ot ppilCﬂslo.
10. ¥ot dlfOCL cnonry action. : e T

11. Copr to FIWFAC, lst A%, 1aG-16
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