-
»e .

ANNUAL SUPPLEMENT

: HISTORY OF THE

. 61ST ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

268TH COMBAT AVIATION BATTALION
1ST AVIATION BRIGADE

1 January 1968 = 31 December 1968

Prepared by e T "

1IT Steven Ao Helm
Unit Historlcal Officer -

AFPPROVED BY:
. ." y /" / PR o
' - o L el
A ETH E. HEBRANK
SR, MAJ FA
o *ﬁ Commanding
LA
17 English
- . Republic of Vietnam
7 APO 96226

VHPARL



/

CORTENTS

TORWARD PAGE
I HERALDRY

s

I

Unit Crest and DescriptitBessevevraesvaredssvsavesccces 1

Lineage ANt HOROXGie s s e e vrovwa suvearsnsnts tpasessoonsety 2

SOMMAND AND CONTROL |

Commarcers and ps—::;?.od of Assimnent..”« sqecpsnseqstny 3
Dﬁt&chmmtﬁ-.potnnJ'ooiooccoiooﬂ‘i\'..“‘-qh‘.'toQOOO@IODQ ﬁ
orgﬂnizatienal'Chﬂ-rbunoo"gooeodoctc‘mnntcta-gtcuc~ooooo .
Ares of OperalionSeccvecssoseresssccarernsrracanararnss B
mp Of Ar&..aql.cato'-oo..ao.oo‘.‘-ocloﬂc ol'V.q.qv.""tq-‘.' 6

WIT QPMTEON&'.""“ ..".‘f”".0.".“.’.‘..;.'..‘.. 7- lo

PUIPMENT AND INSTALIATIONS

Pictures and DescriptlonSsssesevievasesssccscscsscccces 11l = 18
REFLECTIONS
AW&I’dSoooooa,coiotoo-ocn‘ooon¢ona-oo;oi-otaoccocioéicoooo 19
Honox ROIl.ownoa-uauoooounounoooocouocoho’o‘nooo 20



FORWARD

3

' The 61st Agsault Helicopter Company was activated on 8 February
1967 gt Fort Campbell, Kentucky as an Air Mobile Light Helicopter
Company. An extensive training program was undertaken from Juné 1967
thru Septembcx of 1967 “n preparation for the company!s deployment
to the Repul’.ic of So. . Jietnam which was completed on 21 November
1967, The wnit initiail.r set up housekeeping at lane Army Helipoit,
An Son, RVN, and on 28 Fobruary 1968 moved to 1Z English, Bong Son,
RN« '

By the end of 1968 the 6lst had flown in excess of 100,000 sorties
and had air lifted approximately 2,000 tons of carge thus exemplifying
its capability as a combat assault helicopter companye.

This Unit History Supplement is dedicated to the Officers and men
who have contributed to make the 61st Agssault Helicopter Company a de-
pendable and efficient unit,
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61ST ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY UNIT CREST

The colors of the 61st Assault Helicopter Company Unit Crest, Blue
and Gold, denotes Army Aviation Units, The dice with 6=L showing denotes
the unit designation 6lst and also adds up to seven meaning Good Luck,
thus the word "LUCKY" is: used, The "STAR" comes from the senior avia=
tors badge. For compatability the Armed Platoon or Gun Flatoon also
uses the Star. "Blazers® s added to dencte the swiftness: and fire power
of the gun shipew




LINEAGE ANL ONCRS

The unit was constituted »n 3 April 1962, in the Regular Army as the
6lot Aviation Company. It wan activatod L Iy 1962 at Fort Dragg, North
Carolina, as a light transport (Otter) company, (becoming a Caribou com-
pany later on in the yea:),

The 61lst v..3 inactirated 1 January 1967, in Vietnam, when the Caribou
Aircraft were *v»rned over :n the United States Air Force,

On 1 Pebruary 1967. ‘.> 6lst was again activated at Fort Campbell,
Kentucky as an Air Mobile Light (Helicopter) Company.

The 61st received the Meritorious Unit Commendation, with a streamer
embroidered "Vietnam ~Oct 196l - Dec 1965" which was presented to the unit
on the 12th of July 1967.



COMMANDERS AND PERIOD OF ASSIGNMENT
61ST ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

Major Clarence B, Brooker, Arty, Commanded the 61lst Assault
Helicopter Company from 1 May 1967 thru 3 February 1968 at which
time Major Alvin E, Walker, Inf, reported into the company and
took over commands Major Walker commanded the 6lst for the fole
lowing four months, On 29 May 1968 Major William T. Wade, Inf,
became the new Commanding Officer with a change of command ce=
remony held at IZ English, The commander of the 10th CAB, LT.
COL. England officiated. On 21 October 1968 Major Wade tmmed
the reins of command over to Major Kenneth E. Hebrank, Arty, with
ceremonics conducted at LZ English,.

616TH TRANSPORTATION DETACHMENT

The 616th Transportation Detachment was commanded by Major
Alvin E, Walker from January 1968 thru 3 February 1968 when he
was assigned as Commanding Officer of the 6lst Assault Helicopter
Company. Captain Alfred L. Hamilton, Inf, Commanded the 616th
from February 1968 until 16 June 196é when he became Executive
Officer of the 6lst and twmed his comma&nd over to Captain Clifford
Ce Schaaf, TC, Captain Schaaf was in command from 17 June 1968 to
2 Nov 1968, LT Arthur Landorf was Acting Commander from 3 Nov until
30 Nov 1968 when Captain James E. Moulton, TC, reported in and took
command, : :

922ND SIGNAL DETACHMENT (AVIONICS) (RL)

The 922nd Signal Detachment was commanded by CW2 Louie Re Gott Jr.,
SIG C, from 17 Jue 1967 thru 7 November 1968 when CW2 Herbert J.
Robinson assumed command,

193RD MEDICAL DETACHMFNT

The 193rd Medical Detachment, which arrived in country on 22 May 1968,
was command by Captain James A. Schwab, M.C., wntil 16 November

1968 when Captain Michael Huntington, M«C., arrived and assumed

" commandoe
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ARE\. OF OPERATIONS

A,
£&&The 61st Assaulf Helicopter Company!s area of operations for
the' gar,,0f 1968 was the entire Binh Dinh Province (A0 ?OChlse)a
The two principal urban areas in the province are the cities of
Bong Son and Qui Nhon, In the flat coastal plains area, the ter-
rain is typically rice producing; flat with rolling plains, foot-
hilla and ntoop, honvily dlenoetod mountaing to tha wont of {thao
plains area. The predominant vegetation is the rice plant in the
ccastal lowlands and light to dense under growth in the hills and

mountains.

The area outlined in Red on the following page is AOQ Cochise,b
61st area of operation,

1
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JANGLRY

On the 1lst day of January the 61lst Assault Helicpoter Company
lost its first alrcraft and fowr crew members plus: six passengers:
in a crash on a mowntein in the An Khe passes After this initial
blow the 61st settled down to its mission. The first major combat
assault mission the 6lsi AYC perticipated in was: the ™eng Ho"
(Fierce Tiger) operation neaxr Phu Cass For the rest of January the
61st suppor:~d the RCK Division in ti12 Qui Nhon area, zi¢ ¥lew IRRP
migsions wi%: the 173s7 Alirborne Brirmde at An Khe on several
corbat operztionsie '

FEBRUARY

During the Tet offensive, from 30 January to 9 February, two
61st Starblazer gunships were utilized day and night in the Qui Nhon,
Camp Inne, areas Thisi included defense of Qui Nhon city on 30 and
31 January and the defense of Qui Nhon Airfield when it came under
attacks The highlights of the 6lst mission during Tet were:

One slick took rounds: wounding the crew chief and gunner: the guner
was able to return to duty but the crew chief was evacuated out of the
coumntrys The Starblazers: destroyed two VC held reinforced concrete .
buildings and one service station in the city of Qui Nhon. Units
supported by the 6lst during the month of February were, 3/503 Ine
fantry (ABN), IFFV Artillery, DSA II Corpsy Capital ROX Infantry
Division, B/22 S5th Special Forces, 22d ARVN Division, 2d Brigade,

1st Cawalry Division, 3d Brigade, Uth Infantry Division., On 28
February the 61lst AHC moved to IZ BEnglish to support the Zd Bri-

gida, 1lst Cave Divimion (AMDL). On 29 Fobruary support shiftod
again to 3d Brigade, 4th Inf Division. In the move most major

items, including vehicles: were moved by CH-47 helicopterse. A
forward CP wag established while still maintaining a rear CP and
rear support - maintenance, '

MARCH

The 61st AHC continued its mission of providing direct sup-
port to 3d Bde, 4th Inf Division throughout the month of March,
On 10 March the 61st lost an aircraft and crew of four at LZ
Uplift. Another aircraft was lost later in the month but no
one received serious: injury in this: case, The 6lst AHC per-
formed eight medical evacuvations in Marchs An Important mede
~eg was performed by two Starblazer gunships when they spotied
2 convoy under attack North of Pleikme The alert, immediate
rasponse of the aviators: saved two men's: lives by taking them
arickly to the 77sY Bvac - . Hospital at Pleiku.



APRIL

In April a large influx of woth officers and enlisted personnel
necessitated an intensi:jed training programe The enlisted crew train-
ing consisted of familiarizing the new personnel with aerial machine
gm firing techniques; si.ondard operating procedires; and crew duties,
Ir addition to other tyaining, candidates for inmstructer pilot wers
scrrgenede M the st of fredi the svmported wnit changed from the
34 Bde, Ltr iof Division no tae X733 Alrborne Brigade. Thiee aircraft
were losb v April, twe were duc to tiree strikes while flying low level .
on the Airborne Personi:l Detector (APD) Mission, alec known as: sniffer
missiontss The third aircraft was lost due to engine failure while on
a flare missions Three aircmft also sustained minor damage from grouwnd
fire while on low level APD Missdontse

MAY

The 61lst AHC participated in 76 combat assaults during May, no
aircrafs were lost but 6 UH-il and 3 UH=14 helicopters: received come
bat damage from enemy firee Also during May the 61st got two detach.
nentss the 364th Aviation Swpport Detachment (Tower Control) and the
193rd Medical Detachment with a flight surgeon attacheds The 3€L4th
took control of LZ English Airfield on May 27,

JUNE

During June the 6lst AHC continued its support of the 173d Abtn
Bde in the Cochise AQ, in addition to this, aircraft were also proe
vided for general missions and direct support in other AO!s in the
II Corps areas A total of 61 hours: of these additional missions:
were flowns The 6Ist also continued in its building of a company
. arex at LZ Fnglish, The improvements were designed to better the
living conditions: in the field, The 36Lth ASD continued in their
building program by completing the English Tower and begiming ctun-
struction of their living quarters: near the tower,









OCTOBER

On 21 October command of the 6lst Ascault Helicopter Company was transfered from
Majer William T, Wade to Major Kenneth E. Hebrank,the change of command ceremony
was held at LZ English,

Also during October formal classes were conducted on the care and cleaning of the
M-16 rifle for all personnel arwmscd with the weapon. Special Clacses were given to
enlisted crew memb:ors conceirniny emergency procedures and responsibilities and on
aerial machine gun firing techniques. Gunship pilots and crews recieved classes on
the new 17 pound warhead for the 2.75 rockebs,

NOVEMBER

The construction of the heliport at LZ English proceeded as planned and the complex
became cperational in November, A revised POL system was designed and installed
yielding the capability to refusl eight aircraft simultaneously. Renovation of

the cantonment area at LZ English was initiated in line with the continuing
improvement program of the 6lst. Construction of permanent billats to replh ce the
tents now being used for billeting personnel was begun. In November the 61st also
began conducting "Starlite™ missions in conjunction with firefly missions. This
reconnaisance mission proved extremely effective in disrupting enemy movement by
allowing the engagement of enemy targets at night with relative surprise.

DECEMBER

On December 13th the 6lst "starlight-starbright® ship interrupted it's regular
nightly mission to go scope the country side around north English .They wers wndcr
an attack by mortars and small arms fire. The encmy was pinpointed and artillary
called in. Within minutes the area was thoraughly worked over, leaving no
discernable movement., The 6lst finished the year in the holiday spirit. Eleven
ships and approximatoly 90 mambora of the company Journuyud gouth to Phu Cat AFD
and there enjoyed the Bsszope Christmas show,



























AWARDS

 Diving the year of 1968; the only awatds received, other than Bagic Air
Medtls were ap Followst

The Vietmamwsse Qallantry Cross wab awarded to WOL Peter Chouinard, WOl
Carlisls Vepeen and WOI SanmisX Iv Kylee These men were eited for thedr
Yrave aptions and dedication to duty while In supporbh of the HOth ARVN
Regiment in the De-Duc Area in October 1968,



HONOR ROLL

WARRANT OFFICER PETER KRETZCHMAR
WARRANT OFFICER RONALD L. MARTIN
WARRANT OFFICER STANLEY B. SMITH
WARRANT OFFICER WILLIAM W, WEIBURG
"SPECTALIST FOUR CIARENCE H, GENAU
-SPECIALIST FOUR MICHAEL F. GREEN
SPECIALIST ¥OUR IMN. L. HERDEBU
"PRIVATE FIRST CIASS PHIIIP A, TINCLEY JR.
PRIVATE FIRST CIASS WILLIAM C, WYMER

To the wemory of these men this annuval supplement of the 'rI...q'barry
of the 6lst Assanlt Helicopter Company is dedicatede

20



