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The 6lst Assault Helicopter CQlllpa.ny was activated on 8 February 
1967 at Fort Campbell, Kent".l.Cky' a.s an Air Mobile Light Helicopter 
Company. An ext.ensive training program. was undertaken f1"0111 Jinc 1967 
thru Septanbc~.' of 196'7 '..:'! preparation for the company's deployment 
to the Repu~: "..ic of so·:. ·. -, ietna.'U which was completed on 21 November 
1967. Tho unit initia:L<:- sot up housekeeping at Lane Army Helip::-:1:t, 
An Son, RVN, and on 28 ~i·obrun.ry :W68 movod to LZ llh.glish~ Bong Son, 
RVN. 

By the end ot J.966 the 6J.st bad flown in ~ess of 100,000 sorties 
and had a,j,.l' lifted approx:Unate4' 2,000 tons of cargo thus exemplifying 
itG capability as a combat assault helicopter company. 

This Unit History SupplEment is dedicateci to the Officers and men 
ivho have contri.buted to make the 6J.st Assault Helicopter Company a de­
pendable and efficient unit. 
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6lST ASSAULT HELICOPI'EF: COMPANY UNIT CRE3T 

The colors of the 6lst Assault Helicopter Company Unit Crest, Blv.e 
and Gold, denotes· Army Aviation Units., The dice with 6-1 show:lng denotes 
the 1.Ulit designation 6J.st and also adds up to seven mean:ing Good Luck,, 
thus the word 11LUCKY 11 is: used. The 11STAR11 comes from the senior avia­
tors badge. For compa.tability the Armed Platoon or Gun Platoon also 
usoo the Star. 11Dhzers 11 ::.s &ddcd to denote the swiftnesSi and fire power 
ot the gun ship.c; ,., 
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The unit was constituted. ·~·n 3 April ~-962.i' in the Regular Arn:w as the 
6lat Av:tn.tion Compg,ny. II; w:ui o.ativ:it.ud l I C:.l:f 1962 n.t Fort. Dru.1.rn,, Nor·th 
carolina, as a light transport (Otter) company, (becoming a Caribou com­
pany later on in the yee:·:'). 

The 6lst r .. J inact~:.-atej_ 1 January J.967, in Vietnam, when the Caribou 
Aircraft were 1

•• ·:-ned ov•~::' ~-:'.' the United States Air ForceG 

On l February 1967.4 'i~::i 6lst was again uctivated at Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky as an Air Mobile Light (Helicopter) Company. 

The 6lst received the Meritorious Unit Commendation, with a streamer 
embroidered "Vietnam -Oct 1964 - Dec 196511 which was presented to the unit 
on the 12th of July 1967• 
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COMMANDERS AND PERIOD OF ASSIGNMENT 

6JST ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY 

Major Clarence B. Brooker, Arty, Connnanded the 6Lst Assault 
Helicopter Company from 1 May 1967 thru 3 February 1968 at which 
time Major Alvin E. Walker, Inf', reported into the company and 
took over command. Major Walker commanded the 6J.st for the fol­
lowing four months. On 29 May 1968 Major William T. Wade 1 Inf, 
became the new Commanding Officer with a change of command ce­
remony held at LZ English. The commander of the loth CAB, LT. 
COL. England officiated. On 21 October 1968 Major Wade turned 
the reins of command over to Major Kenneth E. Hebrank,, Arty, with 
ceremonies conducted at LZ English. 

616TH TRANSPORTATION Dfil'ACHMENT 

The 616th Transportation Detachment was commanded by Major 
Alvin E. Walker from January 1968 thru 3 February 1968 when he 
was assigned as Commanding Officer of the 6J.st Assault Helicopter 
Company. Captain Alfred L. Hamilton Inf,, Commanded the 616th 
from February 1968 until 16 June 196~ when he became Executive 
Officer of the 6J.st and t'Ul!led his comn:M.;1.d over to Captain Clifford 
C • Schaaf, TC. Captam Schaaf' was i.Tl coillill81ld from 17 June 1968 to 
2 Nov 1968. LT Arthur I.andorf was Acting Commander from 3 Nov until 
30 Nov 1968 when Captain James E. Moulton, TC1 reported in and took 
command. 

922ND SIGNAL DEI'ACHMENT (AVIONICS) (RL) 

The 922nd Signal Detachment was commanded by CW2 Louie Re Gott Jr., 
SIG c, from 17 June 1967 thru 7 November 1968 when CW2 Herbert J. 
Robinson assumed command. 

l93RD MEDICAL DEL'ACHMF.NT 

The 193rd Medical Detachment 1 which arrived in country on ~ May 1968, 
was command by Captain James A. Schwab, M.C.,, until 16 November 
1968 when Captain Micha.el Huntington, M.C ., arrived and assmned 

· commando 
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. (\~e 61st Assault Helicopter Company's area of operations for 
the·~1~ar,.,of 1968 was the entire Binh Dinh Prov:ince (AO 9ochise) o 

The ~o ·'J>rincipal urban areas in the prov:ince are the cities of 
Bong Son and Qui Nhon. In the flat coastal plains area, the ter ... 
raj_n is typically rice producing; flat with rolling pla:i.ns, foot~ 
h:i 1Jo und 11tnop, honvi.ly rHrm0r1.tncl moiint:dno to tho wmit nf tho 
plains areao The pred::)mi.'lant vegetat~Dn is the rice plant in the 
coastal lowlands and l:.ght to dense under growth in the hills and 
mountains11 

• 
The area outlined in Red on the following page is AO Cochise,, 

6lst area. of operation. 
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JANU"LRY 

On the lst day of January the 6J.st Assault Helicpoter Company 
lost ita: .first aircra.f't and four crow manbF:::-s· plus: six pa.ss;engers; 
in a era.sh on a mount~....n. m the An Khe pass o After this initial 
blow the 6lst settled dmm to its: mission. The first major combat 
assault mission the 61.st AHC pt'.rticipated :in was: the "Meng Ho" 
(Fierce Tige!') operation nea.'r Phu Ca-:.o For the rest of Janunry the 
6J.st suppor'.··~d the RCK Il:~.-:r:.sion in tL'.l Qui Nhon area, a-:1C:.-rlei'1-LRRP 
mi.<JSions wi-'",~2 the 173.l'.'".". A :J..rborr:.e Bri'.}lde at An Khe on S'everal 
CCiilbat oper-d.·;;ions10 

FEBRUARY· 

Dur:ing the Tet offensive, from 30 January to 9 February, two 
6ls-t Starblazer gunships: were utilized cb.y and night in the Qui Nhon,, 
Camp J;m.e, area.. Thi'3; included defense of Qui Nhon city on 30 and 
31 January and the defense of Qui Nhon Airfield when it came under 
attack. The highlightSi of the 6J.st mission during Tet were: 
One slick took rounds; woundir..g the crew chief and gunner: the gunner 
was able to retum to duty but the crew chief was evacuated out of the 
country. The StarbJazers: destroyed two Vd held reinforced concrete 
buildings; and one service station in the city of Qui Nhon. Units 
supported by the '6Jst during the month of February were, 3/503 In­
fantry (ABN),, IF.FV Artillery, !SA II Corps:, Capital ROK Infantry 
Division,, B/22 .5th Special Forces·, :!2d ARVN Division, 2d Brigade, 
lst Cavalry Division, Jd Brigade, 4th Infantry Division. On 28 
February the 6lst AHC moved to lZ Ehg3:ish to support the ad Bri-
5·1:clcr, '.l.<Jt Cnv. Divln:S.on (AMTIL). On 29 Fnbrnary nupport nhif'tod 
again to 3d Brigade, 4th Inf Division. In the move mos:t major 
itemSJ,, includfug vehiclesi w.ere moved by CH-47 helicopters·. A 
forwaord CP was~ es.ta.bllihed while st:iJJ. maintaining a· rear CP and 
roar support : maintenance. 

MARCH 

The 6Jst AHC continued its missd.on of providing direct sup­
port to 3d Bde, 4th Inf Division throughout the month of March,, 
On 10 March the 61st lost an aircraft and crew. of four at lZ 
Uplift. Another aircroi't was· lost later in the month but no 
one received serious: :injury in thi'3: case. The 61st AHC per­
formed eight medical. evax:uationa in March. An 1mportant medi­
,:\·•::'113 was perfonned by two Sta.rblazer gunships when they spotted 
~convoy under attack Marth of Pleiku. The alert, immediate 
!"'3'3ponse of the aviators: saved two men's· lives by ·:.S.ld..11g them 
1~·!;::\.~k)¥ t.c the 7'.J'..St 'Ewa" . Hospital at PJ.eiku • 

.. 
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APRIL 

!?! April a. large i.11.f:t.-~'\.Y of 'Joth of fie e~ and enlisted personnel. 
neoessd:ha,ted an :lntens;:J'~ ed trair".dng program. The enlisted crew train­
ing consisted of familis.~:·iz:lng the new personnel. with aerial mach.ine 
gim .firing techniqU£s;; e;.;\ndB .. rd opera.t:lng procedt.res~ and crew; duties. 
Ir. a~ddition t,o other b:·::i.:in~.l'.1~·: cancli.d".l.:t:.t;?;'J: for jnstructor pilot were 
sc1.•oenede ~·h the 1st of i'. 7~"-·:i.J. the t;·:· •p;iorted mit changed froiil the 
3'~ Bde 4.L~. ·· '"'f D· .zv.·i .. ; .., '· .. 1 t·~(\ ,'7 . .;-J· • ·1 .... bome -n~.; (!'ari0 "n .. .,..ee airc....,,-N-- .,. J U.'.'. I ool _ ..... ..O~•>•·•ol• ,.. ,iJ.;. .-.., • .J' . • 1....... .JJ..-1:.i .~,.. J.J.,'.l.. ol.l;lt..L\I 

i:rc-:-13 lost )~~ .;J,pri11 t~,!.~ ·.<l".sre d:il<l to t.ree strikes; while flying liow level. 
on the Airborne Persom.:':l Detect.or (APD) Mission,, a::!leo known as~ sniffer 
mission's'• The thL~ aircraft was lost due to eng:ine failure while on 
lr. f]are m:ins:i.on. Three: aircraft also sustained minor doma.go from ground 
.fire While on low level APD Mission •a• 

MAY 

The 6lst AHO participated :Jn 76 combat assaults during May, no 
M.....-c!'ai't were lost but 6 un..-.:10 and 3 UH-l!I helicopters: received com­
bat da..'ll:lge from er.enzy- fi:re.fl AJ.so during May the 6J.st got two ~ch­
ments> the 364th Av:l.i:·rtj.on Si;;pport Detachment {Tower Control) and. the 
l93rd Medica:.L Det.a.chme.nt with a. fiight surgeon attached,, The 364th 
took control oi' LZ Fngl"lsh Airfield on May 27 o 

JUNE 

Daring June the 61st ARC continued its support of the JL?Jd Abn 
Bde in the Cochise AO, :l.n addit:J.on to th:Ls1 aircraft were also pro­
vided for genera1 missions and direct support. in other AO's in the 
II Corps area:. A total 0£ 61 hom-s; o:f thes~ additional missions; 
were flown. The 6lst. also cont:lnued in its· building of a• company 
area- at LZ l!hglish. The improvementsi were designed to better the 
living conditions~ in the fie1do The 364th .ASD continued in their 
building program by compiet:ing the English Tower and begin1.ing cr.;n­
structian of their living quarters; near the tower • 
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Dt: .he 61.st ARC continued its mission in 

direct >0rne Brigade, n,nd other elements· :in 
AO Cocl ;he l93rd Medical Detachment became 
fully (. ~lay waS. caused by ~uipment and 
supplies being late in arrivihg iri country. T~· delay did allow 
the men of' th.e )$3rd to build a complete dispensary building prior 
to receiv:ing their eqiipment and becoming operational. Pur:ing the 
month of July the Ellerey' made an offensive push :in an effort to over 
run Fire Support Base Tom, The 6lst reacted ·and for two nights. and 
days made combat assaults into the area of contact relilfor.c:ing frtandly 
elements, The troops carried were both US and ~.• V.~~1-•«wt.b. oucceedeCi in 
repell:ing the attacJJ:, The 6lst had nine aircraft which received hits 
by hostil,e fire during the month. One UH-lH received major . damage and 
had to be retrieved by · sl:in~ loading bp:ck to LZ English. All other hits 
caused moderate or rrd,nor damag€l; No .c.asualties were sustained. 

AUGUST 

In August con~truction was begun ·on a new heliport at LZ English 
to i'eplace the exsist:ing heliport, which had become outdated. The new 
fac·illty was planned to be a pennanent heliport providing capability 
for protecting twenty-four nirc:roft in ·revetments constructed to con­
form with MACV standards o A mini-port designed for quick refueling 
and an 880 foot rmiway were also incorpera ted :in the plans to add 
more efficiency to the complex. The heliport was scheduJ.ed to be­
come fully operational by November 1968. The training program which 
was started during the month of Jme. cont:inued on schedule. Aviatcr 
and crew member training continued to occupy the mit I.P. •s. In 
country orientations and 90 day standardization rides- were given to 
all aviators. Whenever possible these check rides· were given :in con­
junction with operational missions to provide ma.x:ilnum practical app­
lication to the training. 

SEPriliBER 

During Septanber mitsof the 40th ARVN Regiment were hampered 
dur:ing a battle by approaching darkness. The starblazers, gunships 
of the 61st were called in.. The ARVN mit wns battl:ing an enemy foroe 
of unlmown size near Bong Son. Starblazers, Artillery, and Air Force 
11spooky•lblasted away at the enemy. After five NVA had been killed, a 
wounded llVA threw his hands in the air and surrendered.A passing gun­
s.':l.i.p from the 61st guided the enany to the nearest friendly troops, 
i'':l.:rst Lieutenant Robert McElllos e and CW2 Ezell Ware wer0 C~ddi~r.Gcl 
·yr-, ' :r. obtain:: .. n.g the 61.st first detai-r..ee while still in t~e au· ~ 61EJt 

- ~ · con'tj:111E .. -'I. r· 0;-i1}~p::.:i and :•11edsv:.:-. mis sic!).s for the ;.._:1. ri•;r ~ ,., ~ : _. "' 

· • ._ (- . 1 ··: ~: .~ , l'lE.~' .) s ~'li.ps l~ e::Yt- the bJ.ttle a)'.'ea wel:~ ~;_ r.1..'.: . ..-ln...-1.~ad,. 
, . , , ..;:, : ·t ., in the .. ~ i ~c ~-~ sf-u; . r\p12\--fi.t::.~· ~A..., 
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During the month of July the 61.st .ARC continued its mission in 
direct support of the 173d Airborne Brigade, a,nd other elements· in 
AO Cochise Green. On 31 Jlicy' the l93rd Medical Detachment became 
i'ul1y operational. The long delay w8.S. C&\\900. by Equipment ~d 
supplies being late in arrivihg iii country. This· deJAy did allow 
the men of" th.e 193rd to build a complete dispensary building prior. 
to receiv:lng -their eqiipment and becoming operational. During the 
month of tiuly the Enemy made an offensive push in an effort to over 
run Fire Support Base Tom. The 6lst reacted and for two nights. a.ncl. 
days made combat assaults :into the area of contact reiilforc:ing frioncicy' 
elements• The troops carried were both US and :R,. V~~h_;llti,b . oueceedeCi in 
repell:ing the atta.cB;. The 6lst had nine aircraft which received hits 
by hostil,e fire during the month. One UH-lH received major , damage and 
had to be retrieved by slin~ loa ding b,a;ck to LZ Eilgl:i.'3h. All other hits 
caused moderate or m:J.nor dan¥lge, No .casualties were sustained. 

AUGUST 

In August eon{3tructi on was begun :on a nEM heliport at LZ Dl.glish 
to ·replace the exsd.sting heliport, which had become outdated. The new 
fac·ility was planned to be a pennanent heliport providing capability 
:for protecting twenty-:four uircrnft in ·revetments constructed to oon-· 
fonn with MA.CV standards o A mini-port designed for quick refueling 
and an 880 foot rtmway were also incorperated in the plans to add 
more efficiency to the complex. The heliport was scheduled to be-
come fully operational by November 1968, The training program which 
was started during the month of June. cont:lnued on schedule. Aviatcr 
and crew member train:ing continued to occupy the unit I.P. •s. In 
country orientations and 90 day standardization rides- were given to 
all aviators. WheneYer possible these check rides· were given in con­
junction with operational missions to provide maximum practical app­
lication to the tra:in:ingo 

S EPl' J.illIBER 

During September unitsof the 40th .AH.VN Regiment were hampered 
during a battle by approaching darkness. The starblazers, gunships 
of the 6lst were called in. The ARVN unit wns battling an enany force 
of unknown size near Bong Son. Starbl.azers 1 Artillery, and Air Force 
11spooky'1blasted away at the enan:y. After five NVA had been killed, a 
wounded N.VA threw his hands in the air and surrendered.A pass:lng gun­
s,'1.i.p from the 6J.st guided the enany to t he nearest friendly troops• 
:B':t.r st Lieutenant Robert McEJ.hose and CW2 Ezell Ware wer0 C~ddi"t,Gd 
·yr-. 'O:r. obtai11~"1g the 6J.st first detai~ee while still in t :i.e au·~ IS10t 

· - ~· cont :;:111E .. "°1. r0~1}~;- ::.y and :;11edsv:·.:·. missi cr..s f or the ; .. "1. 11·-:r ~~-' ~ · ... .., 

· • .. ~-. ' ··:~ .~ . 1'1--::.:':'.' J c ;1t~ k e:Yt. t he bJ,tt le a:-rea wel:~ ~;_rc: ... L"'Lri..'l.~od,. 
, . ~ : ·t .,, in -Ch e . . ~i ~c-d-~. s .f-c "1. r\:pE"\'["t ::.~· ~~.., 



OCTOBER 

On 21 October command of the 6lst Asf'.e>.ult Helicopter Company was transfered from 
Major William T. Wade to Major Kenneth E .. Hebrank, the change of command ceremony 
was held at LZ English. 

Also during October formal clas~~es were conducted on the care and cleaning of the 
M-16 rifle for all personnel ar7a?d with the weapon. Special Clar.ses were given to 
enlisted crow roomb.:;:('s conce:i:·::~l:i1;~ emorgcncy procedures and responsibilities and on 
aerial tr.achin13 grm firing techniques. Gunship pilots and crews recieved classes on 
the new 17 pound warhead for the 2.75 rocke:bs. 

NOVEMBER 

The construction of the heliport at LZ English proceeded as planned and the complex 
became cperational. in November. A revised POL system was designed and installed 
yielding the ca.pability to refuel eight aircraft simultaneously. Renovation of 
the cantonment area at LZ English was initiated in line with the continuing 
improvement program of the 6lst. Construction of permanent bill-"tS to repll ce the 
tents now being used for billeting personnel was begun. In November the 6lst also 
began conducting nstarlite"· missi.:ins in conjunction with firefly missions. This 
reconnaisance mission proved extremely effective in disrupting enemy movement by 
allowing the engagement of enemy targets at night with relative surprise. 

DECEMBER 

On December 13th the 6lst 11 starlig:it-starbright" ship interrupted it's regular 
nightly mission to go scope the cou..l'ltry side around north Englifh .They ucrci m1dc..r 
an attack by mortars and small arms fire. The onotey" was pinpointed and artillary 
called in. Within minutes the area was thoroughly worked over, leaving no 
discernable movement. The 6lst finished the year in the holiday spirit. Eleven 
ships and a.pproximrtt.o1y 90 momhnrn of tho oomtuiny jou.rnuyutl coul.h to Phu Out:. Al1'IJ 
and there enjoyed tho Bob Hope Christmas show. 

v 

lC 



;------------......,.---,--~·· 

6lst ORDERll. ROOM 
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6J.c:it RFAR DEl'ACHM:ENT 
MAINT:ffiANCE AR.FA 
LANE ARMY HELIPORr 

AN SON, RVN 
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BEG!Nl'llNG tt TUE 63.st -1.EJ ILDL1G P.::lOJE.CT 
LZ ENGLISH 

l30l~O: SON, 3.VN·. 
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AWARDS 

-~t ~ 198.l' et 1'68* the' onJ,' · ~. n.Ql!ved., other than !aaio Air 
~- wen ait J'O'll1*if 

Tbe 'f1&~ ~2lAM47 .CJ.tt••· wu awardaC to WOl Peter Sboainard,· Wat 
Car'llsle Veitem4 a1'td Wal .Sa,_.l Lw ~lft:·•· ·irht.tae, m&n 'Cre»e: ei ted .tor their' 
braft arii•e and- 4e41ca:btctt to iut,y wl'dle- in, &~'b or t&; 4ot:h AllJtt: 
Re:gime:nft 1n the: De-Due Area 1n Oetoba l,6&. 
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WARRANT OFFICER 
WAR.RANT OFFICER 
'IJ'ARRANT OFFICER 
WARRANT OFFICER 
'SPEX::IALIS'l' FOUR 
·SPEPIALIST R>UR 
SP.&.:IA.LIST .1i'OUR 
-PHIVATE FIRST CIASS 
PRIVATE FIRST CIA.SS 

HONOR ROLL 

PEI'ER KRErZCHMAR 
RONALD L. MAR.I'IN 
STANL.Er B. SMITH 
WIIJ.IAM W • WEIBURG 
CIARENCE He GENA.U 
MICHAEL F • GREEN 
ffiN. L. HERDEBU 
?HILIP A. TINGLEY JRr. 
WILLIAM Ce Wl.'MER 

To the. ~l"Y' of these men. this annual supplemmt of. the tJ:!.q~ 
of the 6lst Assa:UJ.t Helicopter Company is dedicated<. .· 

.-
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