
Dece11'1ber 10, 1989 

VHPA 
7 West Seventh Street 
Suite 1940 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

Sirs: 

Wavne J. Ciche110 

I Just received, read and enJoYed the 1989 Directory. Unti I 
ta.st fa!I, I had not heard C•f VHPA. Wher1 I did. I sign.;od UP 
iMMediatelY - it is what I have been 1ookin9 for. Be1on9in9 has 
ht?IPed recaPture the C•verwhe1Min9 Pride I had, and lost, since 
9ett i ng MY w i rigs. Li Ke Many •:d' us Vi e-tr1aM tYPes, I have been in 
hiding too long and aM Just starting the road bacK. 

Be'f•:•re MY recent bC•ut with the ver i tab I e N•'.:ln-Hod9k in' s 
LYMPhoMa (Agent Orange), MY work e><Perience heavi IY involved 
research for Marketing and feasibi litY for various business 
Purposes, and I all'\ aware C•f the titrh? re-Quired to asseMble 
co1t1i:i 1 ete and accunlte data.. I want to cc.1mMend you or1 the c:iua I i tY 
of your wor~ so far. and have a driving desire to helP in any way 
I can to make the directory and records as COMPiete and accurate 
as Possible. Just let me Know or Put a notice in the newsletter. 
I' I I be 9 I aci to VC• I unteer. 

In Kt?.t?Pin9 with this I ine c.-t' thought, I o-ffer the fctl lowing 
~PMaries. thoughts and suggestions. I trust You w1 I I COPY or cut 
and Paste this letter and direct the different Parts to where 
they wi 11 do the Most good for the various sections involved. 

l. In IC•C•kin9 thru the roste-r. I cc•uld nc•t find MC•St o'f the 
c11c•ts I reMeMbered being "ti9ht" with. I guess theY haven't 
gotten the word about You Yet or been dragged out of the bun~ers. 
Would it, be- Possible to asse1r1bte a "Missin9" I ist of thc•se not ir1 
the di rectory? Mavbe start i n9 with get.ti 1·19 the f I i 1Jht schoo 1 

~raduation rosters. fl i9ht PaY records. or Aviation Branch 
records, cul: irt9 out the MeMbers and friends, and then trYin9 to 
fi 11 in the blanks. At least this would 9ive a !ong terM goal and 
M:Sht jC•9 s•:•trte ll'leMories. Sc•Mewhere. I still have ltlY class Picture 
and various copies of orders with the naMes of many others in the 
~roup CsoMehow. these didn't set Shitcanned With the rest of MY 
Vi etna111 stuff). MaYbe so1T1e- c•ther MeMbers have the saMe. I'd I i ke 
tc• see 
regutarlY 

this database asseMbled and avai I able even if 
PUbl istied. At least it would be avai table 

account for ALL of us. 

it 
and 

isn't 
WOUid 

2. I think it would be interest ins to have a 1 ist of the nuMber 
ot aircraft used bY tYPe or Model included in the directory. Not 
Particu1ariv to individual units. but MaYbe bY CorPs area or 
Division te-ve-1 witt-a a total assignee:! to RVN. Lc•sse-s bY tYPe/1t1c•dei 
w•:iu id a 1 sc• bi?. i nte·1·est i n9. 

3. With ~ dual goal of priMari IY increasing the PUblic 
awa1·eness C•f the- ex i ster1ce of the VHPA arid Poss i b 1 Y Prc•v id i n9 
funds for continuing research to locate a11 of us. how about 
~sseMblin9/Publ ishin9 a Photo boo~? Nothing real elaborate, MaYbe 
Just B & W to start but av i at i C•li or i ente-d. 1 w•:•u id de-finite I Y 
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o~.,nate s1:irY1e of 1r1Y Pictures, I woutd expect C•'thers w•:ould also. 
esPecial Iv if the Profi'ts were earmarked for this specific 
Purpose. I haven't seen anYthin9 ii~e this around. although I 
have see·r1 tne so1r1te-wnat dub i C•US ads in the Mil9ilZ i ne-s fc•r vets to 
PaY to have their Photos PUbl ished. Nothin9 strictly aviation 
t.h•:•u9h. Ever1 when I was "hiding" this r:>ast 20 Years, MY sour 
st i 1 I be 1 onr:1ed to the he I i coPteor and I at 1 east 91 anced at anY I 
saw. Gave Me a 9DOd feel in9. This mi9ht snag some of our Missing. 

4. ITEMS ON SECTION VI - CALL SIGNS 

I was with 11 ACR 4/69 - 5/?0 with 25th Avn Cc• 5/70 - .12/70 
The fc• I 1 owing are vivid/ c I ear reco I I ect ions f roM these 

ti mes. un 1 ess n•:•ted; and I have been doing soMe ser i c•us reso:a rcn 
tn is r:iast year c•r so. I nave manY art i c 1 es dating back to 't.he o 1 d 

"Hurricane Magazine" Published bY u: Field Force, Vietna1r1 in the 
late 601 s - eartY 70's in addition to recent stuff 1 ike VIETNAM 
Magazine - theY do accurate and decent articles. 

BLAC~\HORSE Aviation Maint Platoon was at REDCATCHER froM 
9/69 on. 

THUNDER firebases were forward base caMPs for 
our tank sc:iuadrc•ns (THUNDER r, II, III. !III -
on Hi 9hWaY 1 ::;; Cfhu1-.der Road) between Bi en Hoa 
and Ar1 Loe J 

BLACKHORSE was the Re9iMent cal I Si9n. Air Cav 
TrooP used THUNDERHORSE fol towed bY Ptatoon and 
i rid iv i dua 1 ID, such as Mi r1e - "Thunderh•:irse Red 
25" for MY Cobra; White for scouts, etc. 

GARY OWEN - I reMeMber seein9 a hU9e Yel tow banner with this 

RED 

NOMAD 

at Quar. Loi i r1 the 1st Ca.v Area <Southeast 
C•::irner of the base) thru a.bout Aug. 69. 

CACT 11ACR Guns> Quan Loi sPel led wrong. Rear 
Base was BI ackn•::irse and "A I Pha Pad" cm the 
N•:•rth side of Bien H•:•a AFB in the 1st Cav area. 
RED was the PI atoon identifier fc•r ACT 2nd 
P1atoonCGunsl. White was 1st P1atoonCScouts). 
B 1 ue was 3rd Pt ato•:m ( 1 ; ft). A I so had 
an Aeri a I R if I e PI atoon - infant rY used for 
securin9 downed he1os and readY reaction. and 
had an Aviation Maintenance Pla~oon. 

was cat I sign for 398th Trans Det attached to 
11 ACR. Theo Air Cav TrP Mai nt PI atc•on was 
1ooselY assigned under the 398th Trans ar.d 
I ocatec:I C•n tne saMe CC•MPany area. but each wa.s 
technical IY distinct. Based at BLACKHORSE thru 
9/69 then re· I cica.te:•d to REDCATCHER. Was not at 
Quan Loi during MY tour and never stated to 
have bee·r1 there a.s Quan Lc•i was a 'forward base 
arid the 398tti was .:me 1e-ve1 be 1 ow clePot Mai r1t -
was always at a r@ar base. 11ACR Ma.int Pi lots 
used the NOMAD sign as a '"atter C•'f conve-n i en•:e 
on1y, as I did as 11ACR test Pi lot/Ma.int off. 



5. ITEMS ON SECTION VII - SEA HELO UNITS 

See NOMAD above. The- 398th Trans Det was a 
unit a.ttac;,ed tot.he 11 ACR. As I recal 1 (vague-Iv) 
and 1 oh-6 organic to it. 

CoMPanY sized 
; 't, had 1 huey 

Also. as I recal 1. the 11ACR was operational IY attached to 
1st Cav during MY assi9nMent there. 

6. ITEMS ON SECTION VIII - SEA MAP 

An Loe 

Ali:>ha Pad 

Bear Cat 

Provincial CaPital Binh Long. On QL l~South of 
Loe Ninh at intersection QL 14. 5K W of Quan Loi. 

ACT. 11ACR - BC Area NE edge of Bien Hoa AFB 

11 ACR nc•t there 70 & Pl" i or. Base was Most I Y 
ROK & Ci vi 1 ian Contractor with minimal US armY 
i:ireser1ce. Abc•ut 1121 Mi I es due South of Long 
Bi nh co1T1P 1 ex. 

Bien Hoa AB at so. was about 3121 Mi !es NE Saigon 

Blackhorse BC, 1~ACR. 5 miles S Xuan Loe. Transferred to 
ARVN 9/ 69 ( "fC•Und bur i ed c MOde I Huey i n 
revet1Tler1t area~ - the- Georgie- Patton I I I Parts 
M&thC•d) 

Lai Khe 

Long 

Loe Ninh 

Nui Ba Den 

Nu; Ba Ra 

Phu Le• i 

Plantatii::m 

Quar1 L.::i i 

BC, lst Inf Div. On QL 1.3 MidwaY betwt?en Bien Hoa 

Oi-1 QL1 acr•:iss river S o'f Bi en Hoa., 
Saigon •• Largest Mi I itary COMPiex 
USA RV &· MACV. 

30 Miles NE 
in SE Asia. HQ 

Near Cahlbod i an Bc•rder C•n QL 1.3 N c•'f An Leu:. 
not the Province ca.Pita!. 

Was 

"Bia.cl\ Vir9in Mountain" Just N of Tay Ninh 
CitY. Sin91e Mtn Elev 3235. 

Also single Mtn Just East o'f Xuan Loe. Elev 
2746. Had sf'11a 1 1 caMP & radio re I aY station on 
Suh\M it. 

PossiblY a duPI icate naMe - in III Corps was a 
fairlY large BC roughlY between Saigon and Cu 
Chi. Went there several times "for sPecial ized 
maint & saw flt school rooMMate with 3/17th Cav. 

Part QT the Long Binh COITIP I ex. Was 01"1 

East e-nd Qf •:Ont i 9UOUS bui It UP a re-a. Included 
Red Ca1·pet VIP Hei iPad C•l"I w end and Sflla I I 
runway on E ,::.nd. 

BC 1st Cav & 11 RCR. 5K due E of An Loe. Was in 
rubber Plantation. 



i 

Red Ciitl-r,er BC 199tti Lt Inf Bde. Ad.ia•:er1t E of Plantation. 
Last caMP before the b•:ion i es to the East. 

Red GarPe·t VIP Hel iPad (W/Towerl on W end of Plantation. 

Ttiunder I, Thunder II, Thunder III. Thunder IV - these were 
4 FSB Carty and 11 ACR tanks) on QL 13 roughlY 
froM Lai Khe to An Loe. They straddled the HwY 
and '!!lave this Part of QL 13 the C•'.:IMMon 
n i c1<naMe 11 Thunder Rc•ad". 

Parrots Beak. Fish Hook. Dog's face. An9el's Wing -.all we11 
1rnc•wn I andrnarks a 1 on9 CaMbod i an B·:irder. See MaP on 
f•:i Ider enc I osed. 

KeYnole 

Hotel 3 

LM RePortin9 Point on E Side of Sai9on entering 
the TCA. Made bY the shaPe of the river. 

He I i Pad i '" Sa i 90n - S edge of Tan San Nhut AFB. 
Drop off Point for R & R ! 

Soccer Field - He1 iPad in Sa.i9on ??? (maYbe Bien Hoa???) 

SPookhouse He I i Pad on n:•C•f c.-t' CIA HQ, Sa i 9on 

Parade Ground Hel iPad in Saigon adJacent to Presidential 
Palace 

Real IY didn't mean to write another book, I Just aM real IY 
9ettin9 into reMeMberin9 al 1 this. The reason for a lot of MY 
research is for a book I'm writing on MY tiMe in SEA. And I have 
researched and written a collector folder for soMe NVA Money I 
brought back from the CaMbOdian Invasion. I had to do this to 
live this Past Year since I haven't gotten any decision Cor 
Money) froM the VA and Soc Se-c. •:lai111s I Ti lt?d a Year age,. TneY 
both sti!I duck this Agent Orange thin9. 

A COPY of MY NVA folder is enclosed with a write- UP that 
9ives a I ittle more descriPtion. I hoPe you' I I Pass it around. 

Let Me know if there is anYthing I can do to helP. 

Sincerely, 

l~--~ ___ ~~ ____ ~_~_ ---~-~---~--~~-~-----· 


