December 10, 1989 wavyne J. Cichello

VHPA

7 West Savanth Street
Suite 1940

Cincinnati, Ohio 45282

Sirss

I Just received, read and sndioved the 1989 Directory. uUntil
tast  fall, I had not heard of VHPA., When 1 did, I signad up
immediately — it i5 what I have been i1ooking far. Beionging has
o | Ped recapture the overwhsiming Pride i had-, and lost, since
getting my wWires. Like many of us Vietnam types, I have bsen in
Riding tad Iong and am JUsSt Starting the voad back.

Before my recent bout with the veritabie Non—Hodekin's
Lymphoma (RAgent Orange), my WOrk experience heavily invoaived
research for marksting and feasibility fOv varidus business
PUTROSES, and I am aware of the time reauvired 0o assembie
comelete and accurats data. I want to commend you on the quality
of YOUY WOrK S0 faTry and have a driving desire to helpP in any way
I can to make the directory and records as compiete and accurate
as POSsSsSible. Just et me Know or Rut a Notice in the newsistter,
It be 9lad to volunteer.

Iin keeping With this Line of thought, I nffer the foliowing

MO | B35, thouaghts and SU99est i ONS. I trust vyou wiil CoPYy or cut
and paste this letter and direct the different parts to where
they will dt the most sood fOr the various sections invoived.
1. In ook ing Lthruy the roster, I could not find most of the

vitots I remembered being "tisht" with. I guess they haven't
gotten the word about you yet or besn dragged out Of The bUnNkKers,
Wouild it be posSibie to assembie a "missinad” tigt of those not in
the directory? Maybe SLarting with 2atting the f1ight sSchooi
graduation rosters. flight pay records: or Hviation Branch

TECOrdS, TRl ine oUut the members and friends, and then trying to
€511 i the blanks., At 1&ast ThisS wWould Sive a 1ong term gocal and
M:Bht JO8 SOMNS MEMOTies. Somewhere: [ still have my Class picture

and VArious copies oOf orders with the names of many others in the
IrouRr (sonehow, these didnhn't et shitcanned wWith the rvest of my
Vietnam stuffl. Mavbe soms other members have the same. I°d like
0o S22 this database assembied and available even if it isn't
regularliy oublished. At 23St it Wouid b2 availabie and would
account for ALL of us.

2. T think it wolld b interesting to have a 1 ist of the number
Of BiTCraft used by type O model inCliuded in the directory.  Not
particuiariy to individual unitsS: but mavbes by Corps area or
Division tevel with a total assignsed to RVUN. Logssss by typa/mods;
wWwoadid also he interesting,

T With & dual goal of Primarily increasing the public
AWATENESS Of tThE existence of the VHPA and possibly pProvidine
fundgs For Ccontituing research to iocate alt of  us, how  about

Acsenb! iN9/PUbl iShinNg a DPhOto BOOK? NOthing real 2laborates maybe
Jjust B & W to start eut aviation oriented. I wiuid definitely
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gonate Some Of MYy picturas, i would expect others wou il d KR E-TulY
aspecially if T he Profits were sarmarked fOr this sSpaeCifiC
PUTROSE. I haven’t seen anything iike this arcund, althoush |
haVEe  SeEN. the SOmewhat dubious ads in the masazines for vets to
LAy O have their photosS PUbl ished., Nothing strictiy aviation
thoush.,. Even when 1 was "hiding"” this past 20 vears, my soul
still beiongad to the heiicopter and I at teast slanced at any 1
saw. Gave me a 9o0d fesiing, This might snas some of OUT MisSSing,

4. ITEMS ON SECTION VI - CALL SIGNS

I was with 11 RCR 4/69 - 5/70 with 25th Avn Co S/78 - 12/70

The <foliowing are vivid/clear recoliactions fFrom  these
times, uUnioss Noted: and 1 have been doing Some SETiouUs Tesearch
this Past ySar Or SO. 1 have many articies dating back to the alid
"Hurricans Magazine" published by Il Field Force, Vietnam in the
late B@’gs — gariy 708's in addition to recent stuff (ike VIETNAM
Magazine — they do accurate and cecent articles.

BLACKKORSE -~ Aviation Maint Platoon was at REDCATCHER from
9/689 on.

THUNDER firebasss were forward base camps for
DUr tank sauadrons (THUNDER I, i1, 111, IITI1I -
on Higshway 1% (Thundsr Road) bstwesn Bien Hoa
and An Loc)

BLACKHDRSE was the Resiment call siegn. Air Cav
Troor  Jsed THUNDERHORSE fot lowed by Piratoon and
individual 1D, sUcCh as mine ~ "Thunderhorse Red

b 4 1]

25" for my Cobras White fOr scouts, etc.

GARY OWEN — I remember s=eing & huse Yel low banner with this
at Quan l.oi in the ist (Cav Area (Southeast
Corner of the base) thru about Aue. E9.

RED - (ACT 11ARCR Guns? Duan LDi SPpelied wrond. Rear
Base was Blackhorse and "Aioha Pad" on the
North side of Bien Hoa AFE in the lst Cav area.
RED was the Platoon identifier far ACT 2nd
Piatoon(Guns). White was 1st Platoon(Scouts).
Biuve was Ird PlatoonClift). Riso had
an Asriat Rifle Piatoon - infantry used for
Securing downed heios and ready reaction, and
had an Aviation Maintenance Pilatoon.

NOMAD - was call sign for 3982th Trans Det attached to
11 ACR. The Air Cav Trp Maint Platoon was
jioosely assigned under the 338th Trans and
tocated on the Same CoOmMmPany ares but Sach wWas
technicaliy distinct,. Based at BLACKHORSE thru
9/69 then relcocated to REDCATCHER. Was not  at
Quan Loi during my tour and rever statsed to
have been there as Quan Lo was a forward base
and the 398th was one 1avel below depot maint —
WARE alwWays at a T2ar bass. 11ACE maint pilots
used the NOMAD sisn as a matter of convenience
oniy, as I did a8 11RACR test piloct/maint off,




5. ITEMS ON SECTION VII - SEA HELO UNITS

See NOMAD above. The 3898tk Trans Det was a Company sized
unit attached to the 11 ACR. As I recall (vaguely? it had 1 huey
and 1 on-B organic to it.

Also, as I recall, the 11ACR was operaticonatliy attached to
ist Cav during my assisnment thers,

6. ITEMS ON SECTION VIII - SEA MAP

At Loo Provinciail Capitail Bink Lows. On BL 13 South of

Lo- Nink at interssection OL 14, SK W of Duan Lo,
ARipha Pad RACT, 11ACR - BC Area NE edo=s of Bien Hoa AFB
Bear . LCat 11 ACR not therse 78 & prior. Rase was mostly

ROK & Civilian Contractor with minimat US army
presance. About 10 mites due South of Lone
Rinh complex.

Bien Hoa AR also. was about 3@ mites NE Saigon

Blackharse BC, 11ACR. S mites 5 Xvan Loc. Transferred to
ARVYN S/89 (found buried C modet Huey in
revetment area'l — the Georgs Patton (I1 parts
Mt hiod )

Lai Khe B, st Inf Div. On OL 13 midway between Bien Hoa
and An oo,

Loneg Bink On M1 across river 8§ of Bien Hoa, 0 mites NE

Saigon.. Largest military compiex in SE Asia. HD
USARV & MACV.

Loc Ninh Near Cambodian Bovder on GL 12 N of An Loc.  Was
not the Province Capital.

Nui Ea Den “Black Virgin Mounta:n" Just N of Tay Ninhk

City. Sinsis Mtn Elev I235.

Nui Ha Ra ARlso single Mtn Just East of Xvan Loc. Eiev
2766, Had smalt camP & radio retay station on
Summit.

Phuy Lo Possibly & duplicate name — in LII Cores was a

faivriy iarge BC roughly between Saison and Cu
Chi. Went thers several times for specialized
maint & saw flit schoo!l roommate with JI/17th Cav.

Piantation Part of the Long Binh cCompiex. Was on
fast end of comtiguous built uP area. Inciudead
Red Carpet VIP Helipad on W ond and smali
runway on E =nd.

Ruan Lo BE 1zt Cav & 11 ACR. 3K dus E of An Loc. Was in
rubber plantation.




Red Catcher BC 199th Lt Inf Bde. AdJsacent E of Plantation.
Last camp befoare the boonies to the East.

Red Carpoet VIP Hetirad (W/Tower) on W end of Plantation.

Thunder I, Thunder II, Thunder II1I, Thunder IV - these were
4 FSE (arty and 11 ACR tanks) on QL 13 roughiy
from Lai Khe to An Loc. They straddlied the Hwy
and 9ave this eart of QL 13 the common
nickname “Thunder Road".

Parrots Beaks; Fish Hook, Dog’s faces Anesl’'s Wine —.all welij

KNown (andmarks atong Cambodian Border. Soe map on
folder enclosed.

Keyho!e LM Reporting Point on E side of Saigon e&ntering
the TCA. Made by the shape of the river.

Hotel 3 ~ Helipad in Saison - S ed9e of Tan San Nhut AFE.
Drop off Point for R & R !
Soccer Field ~ Helirad in Saigon ??? (maybe Bien Hoa???)
Spookhouse - Helipad on roof of CIA HE, Saigon
Parade Ground - galipad in Saigon adJacent to Presidential
alace

Really didn’t mean to Write another book, I just am veatly
92tting into remembering all this. The reason for a ot of my
re2ssarch is for a book I'm writins on my time in SEA. And I havs
researched and written a coliector folder for some NVA monsy 1
brought back from the Cambodian Invasiorn. I had to do this to
tive this past v2ar since I haven’t actten any decision (orF
money) from the VA and Soc Sec. ctaims I filad a vyear aso. They
both stilit duck this Rgent Orange thing.

A copy of my NVA folder is encliosed with a write up  that
Fives a little more description,. I hope youlll pass it around.

et me know i ¢ there is anything I can do to h=lip.

Sinceratly,

W pladil

#9272




