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1. Reference: 1st Avn Bde Hsg AVBA-C 492-C-68, Subject 11 Air Cav in 
Delta (U) 11 D'I';} 1405252 Sep 1968 . 

2. In accordance with instructions contained in reference message, a 
detailed ar:.d compreJ.·:ensi ve analysis has been conducted by this Headquarters 
to examine all aspeds of air cavalry employment in the Mekong Delta. 
In spite of the fact the..t the 7/1 Air Cavalry Squadron.has been employed 

, in the Delta region for less than five months, it is considered that 
the do.ta. devel oped and scope of operations conducted thus far represent 
an adequate basis from which sound and substantive conclusions can be 
drawn. 

3. The primary purpose of the study, as directed, focussed upon 11 wet 
season employment doctrine for air cav units. u The latitude was 
granted to extend the sr.ope of the study 11 beyonci the limited considera,­
tion of wet season tactics and techniques to include more generally 
applicable aspects of doctrinal employmenV•. As the study evolved and 
each facet of employment was analyzed, it became more apparent that of 
the four classical factors of mission, enenzy-, terrain, and troops 
available, only the mission remained unchanged from that of other air 
cavalr-.r units in Vietnam. The eneIDiV in the Delta, being primarily true 
Viet Cong insurgents as opposed to regular NVA forces, is principally 
organized and moves in snail groups thereby failing to present a single 
lucrative target. The terrain, flat, open and inundated, provides an 
excellent background for extensive aerial reconnaissance. The troops 
available, predominantly Vietnamese_, both regulars and irregulars, 
represent another complex and challenging area of study in itself. 
Hence, while at the outset the effects of the Southwest monsoon rray 
have bee~ considered the critical factor affecting cavalry employment in 
the IV CTZ, the enenw, terrain and troops available actually influence 
eLiployment far more. 
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· 4. As established in the ~tatistieal sumraa.ry, aerial employment was 
ilt1peded only infrequently by weather and the number of weather delays 
or aborts were no la.rger than what might be encountered in the other 
areas of Vietnam or even in CONUS for that mtter. Weather problems 
wer e more pronounced during the hours of darkness largely because of 
instrUJ11ent deficiencies of the AH-lG and OH-6A aircraft. The combina­
t ion of weather and terrain does in f act adversely affect the emplo~ent 

of the ground cavalry troop because of the poor road network and 
vi r tually non-existent off-road trafficability of the terrain by wheeled 
vehicles. This problem is equally evident during the dry sea.son, 
however, it can be allevia t.ed by MI'OE action to substitute tracked 
vehicles for wheeled vehi('.Jes or it can be solved by limiting the ground 
t roop's miss ion to an a irmobile one. 

5. In J une, the air cav.3.lry concept was totally new to the forces i n 
IV Cor :'.)s a nd si~ce i t. cent er ed arour1d ffwift action and reaction, s rrall 
tailor ed forces , and bold aggr ess i ve r1ianeuver, it represented a radicc.1ly 
di fferent app:i:-oci.ch which could greatly influence ARVN airmobile opera.ticns . 
These operations h;~ye long been personified by large scale preplanned 
r.iovements reiru~orced and supported by extensive artillery and/or air 
strilo preparation,. Because of the · repetitious nature of these operatioEs 
a nd the elusicrenes o of the ener::iy, large airmobile operations had begun 
to lose some of their earlier effectiveness in the Delta. With the 
advent of the air cavalry and its inherent capability to search out 
and make the initial contar.ts, the probability of a subsequent successful 
ground operation was gre::i.tly enhanced. Over a period of five ronths, 
the unique feature s of the air cavalry have become more and more 
att ractive to the ARVN Division Commanders arrl when cavalry assets are 
avai lable, some Conurii'3.ndE::>.'S readily adapt their operations to capitalize 
on the cavalr<J finds. The commitment to continually cover the border 
a r ea severely restricts the available cavalry troop days for Division 
support, hence it is not possible to maintain the raomentum established 
with the ground forces. This has been the largest frustration associ ­
ated with cava.Jr.r er.iployment in the Delta. The mssion requirements 
f ar exce ed the u..'lits available and as a minimum, the detached troop 
should be returned to its parent squadron. The ideal structure as 
r ecomtlended in t he study would provide one squadron to cover the 
Cambodian border in the 44.th Special Tactical Zone and one troop per 
Infantry Division. 

6. Specific recommendations pertaining to operations, equipment, 
col!lillunications and personnel are contained within the study and are 
probably not major departures from findings in other areas of Vietnam. 
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The study is prepared so that each of the five sections can stand alone 
without continuous cross reference to 0th.er. portions. For .. this reason, 
what may appear to be redundancy in one portion is simpiy reiteration 
so that the reader may ba·...-e full continuity of thought. Where concepts 
and procedures are without question comm::m to air cavalry iri aey 
environment, the techniqu.e is described with rninir.mm amplification in 
the interest of brevity. In r1ia.ny cases, recommendations found in this 
study are representative of the recorruaendations in the August ORLL 
submitted by the 7 /1 Air Cavalry Squadron and indorsed by this 
Headquarters on 25 Aug and 23 Sep 1968. other significant recommendations 
will appear in the forth'>)ming l'rove:mber ORLL. 

1 Incl 
The Air Cavalr<J Squadron 
within the IV Corps 
Tar.ti0al Zone, The Delta 
Region 

UJ~~~~,~ ~,Mn\~· WORTiui~J H. HA.HONEl,~ 
Colo~l, Infantry 
C omma.nding 



.. ' 

1 ·· . .../-- - ~\ 
' 
\..._ 

""- . 
\ ( 
' · . . I 
\ ' . \ 



THE Am CAVAL-qy. SQUADHON 
WITHIN· 

THE IV COHPS TLlCTICAL ZO~·IE, THE DELTA RED ION 

TABLE OF CONTENTS : 

PAHT I GENERAL 

SECTION I PURPOSE and SCOPE 

1.1 Purpose 

1.2 Scope 

S~CT IOIJ II INTRODUCTION 

1. 3 Deploy-::-1ent and Assi,';nment 

1. 4 Training for Employr,;ent · 

S:ZCTIOU III HIS3ION3 and CAPA.BILITTIS 

1.5 Hission 

1. 6 Capabilities 

SECTION I"l Ol1GAHI.ZA.TION - AIR C1WAIRY SQUii.DROi1T 

1.7 General 

1. 8 Organization and l'u ssion 

S.2.CTION V SITUATIO!-T \· IITHIN THS IV CTZ 

1. 9 Mission 

1. 10 Enewy 

1. 11 Terrain 

1.12 Troops Available 

SECTIOJ'.! 1 1'-.IISSION AND SPECIFIC TASKS 

2.1 General 

2.2 hission Assignments 

2.3 Squadron Placement 

1 



2.4 

2.5 

2.6 

SECTION II 

2.7 

2.8 

2.9 

2.10 

Reconnaissance Operations 

Security Operations 

Econorqy of Force Operations 

ORIENTATION- OF HISSION3 

Operation Blackhawk 

Division Operation 

Independent Operation 

Special Operation 

PART 3 EVALUfl.TION 

SECTION I OPERATIOl-JAL RESULTS 

3.1 Statistical SUL.lLlar'J 

SECTION II 

J.2 Effects of Weather 

3. 3 Statistical Sunma.:r-.r on the Effects of Weather-

3. 4 Effe~ts of Terrain 

SECTION III 

3.5 

J.7 

3.8 

J.9 

3.10 

3.11 

3.12 

3.13 

FACTORS J:'.1<'FECTHJG EHPIDYMEIJT 

Reconnaissance by Fire 

Availa'oility of Fire Support 

Utilization of the Squadron ALO/F:. . .:; TeaEJ. 

Fixed Installations 

Logistical Support 

Employment of the Air Cavalry Troo? Aero-rifle Platoon 

Exploitation and Squadron Reaction 

En."J)loym.ent of Independent Fire Tea:::s 

,., . .... . vO:rnmUJUCa 1, J.Ons 

2 



3 ! 14 Int_e3:-llgern.e Collection 
. .. ·· . 

J.15· Reconnaissance Altitudes 

3.16 Operational Pla.l1Iling 

3~17 . ·_ unit Inte;grity 

SECTION IV MA.TSRJB.L 

3.18 Aircraft 

3.19 Aircraft Weapons Syster::is 

3.20 Vehicles 

3.21 GroL1d Weapcns 

CONCWSIONS 

4. J. Heather 

4. 2 Ree:~:.maissa!lce by Fire 

4. 3 Unit Integrity 

4.4 Route Reco~~aissace 

L~. 5 iJheoled V c;hio7.es 

4. 6 U.S. i:;.ir Force Support 

4.7 Reduced Capability 

4. g National Police Assistance 

4,9 Teara Er.J.ploym.ent 

4.10 Reaction Fcrces 

4.11 Detached Forces 

4.12 1£>gisticc.l Support 

4.13 Employr~ent Concept 



RECOHl'·11.:END.H.TIOlB PART 5 

SECTION I 

5.2 

5.3 

5.4 

5.5 

5. ~ 

. 8 

5. 7 

5. 8 

5 .. 9 

SECr.lIOT·r II 

5.11 

5. 12 

5.13 

SECTION III 

Employment 

Fire Support 

Utilization of the AlfJ/FAC Team 

Intelligonce Collection 

il.irboat Utilization 

Air Cavl.lry Troop - Aero-rifle Platoon 

N~tional Police 

Addit.ional A.ss ets 

Cava.J.i7 Concept 

Aircraft l!ea~)ons 3ysterns 

A.ircraft Cor.m::.unicat ion Systen 

Vehicle s 

4 



I 
i~ 

! 
i 

N CORPS TACTtCAL ZON·E 
--···-···-- ---··-·-·--·-- -·--·--- --· ·· - -· - - -· --·--··- -·-------- -· ·-···--·- - ·- ------··-

CAMBODIA 

Long 

VINH WNG 

CHUONG THIEH 

BAC LIEU 

.__f-=_ -_-_ _,_~----_ -+-...J>--_ -_ -__ -...,===::l 
...... ___.,,,.- -_,,,,_. 0 '?5 ').'1 "5 

III 
CORPS 

SAIGON 

fb4 

( 
' 



THE AIH. G;l ViUJff SQUADRON 
WITH HJ 

THE IV CORPS TACTIC;~L ZOIIE, THE DELTA. llED ION 

PART I 

GENERAL 

SECTIOJ:J 1. PURPCl3E A~'D SCOPE 

1.1 Purpose 

The purpose of this study is to analyze am develop air ca.v~lry tactics 
techrtiques and doctrine applicable to the er:1ployment of an air cav:.i.lry 
squadron within the Delta region of Vietnarrr. This study is prepared 
•-.'ith special er:1.phasis on various concepts employed and developed for 
air cavalry operations ciuring the monsoon season. 

1,2 Scope 

This study examines the organization and employment of the 7th 
,·.r=ored Squadron, 1st Air Cavalry ( - ) as applied to the Delta Gn-vt-:>on­
~:1c::J.t with a Yim·; toward the identifict.ion of existing problem areas arld 
tile possible develop1IL0nt of new doctr:Lrie, techniques of er.'lployment, and 
recom-:tended TWE chal18es. 

SECTION II. I NTRODUCTION 

1 .3 Deployment and Assignment 

a. The 7th ArriOred Squadron, 1st Air Cavalry deployed to the Tv 
Corps Tactical Zone (CTZ) in June 1968. The air cavalry squadron was 
originally tailored d.S an organic unit of an Airmobile Division. The 
7 /1 ACS was organized under the same concept and To:;.E, but is employed 
as a separate Corps unit. 

b. It is assigned to the 1S4th Aviation Group with the iLl.r Ca·:=.lry 
Sq·,1adron 1 s base caup at Vinh Long · fd.tfield (XS "0433). 

1.4 Training for E~ploymeri:t 

The air cavalry squadron on deployTilent to Vietnam had trained t-=..sed 
on the techniques, tactics, &"1.d doctrine outlined by FN 17-36, Div:.sicnal 
Arnored and Air Cavalr:r units. Incorporated into this traiI1ing were 
current concepts of enplo~rment used by air cavalry squadrons prese~tly 
operating ·within the highlands and central highlands of Vietnam. -:-n-Coun­
try training before deployment to the Delta was conducted within the III 
C'l'Z. Air cavalry concepts of euployment had not been tested within the 
Delta region of IV CTZ prior to the arrival of the air c~valry squadron. 
Being the first air cav~.lry squadron employed i.~ the Delta region, air 
cavalry doctrine on employment, tatics and techniques had to be eva2.:.1ated 
a~1d adjusted to establish guidelines to meet existing situ-y:'.,}ons w:: .. .;. ;,; n 
~:~e IV CTZ . 
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SECTION III ~USSI01'JS AND CAPrtBILITIES 

1.5 Hission 

The mission of the air cavalry is to conduct aerial reconnaissance 
and surveillance. Within the Corps controlled area of operation ·utilizing 
both org"anic airborne and gro-..ind assets in a combined arms concept. 

1. 6 Capabilities 

a . The air cavalry squadron has the capability of three-dimensional 
mobi lity with combined arms teams within each air cavalry troop. 

b . The air cavalry squadron can conduct limited ground reconnaissance 
with its organic gr01md cavalry troop within the IV CTZ. 

S:CCTIOIJ rJ ORGANIZi:. TIO.Li - ,·,n;. CJ..VAIBY 8'~UADRON 

1.7 General 

The 7th ii.r :G10red Squadron, 1st Air Cavalry is operating within the 
boundaries of the I v· CTZ ::.s a squadron minus ( -) . The organization 
presently consists of a headquarters troop, two (2) air cavalry troops 
and a ground cave.lry troop 0c_u:l.pped vG,~_;:,i -.lJ. wheele;d vehic.les' . Tr.i.e t-hir-d 
TOB air cavalry troop authorized has not joined the sqU!¥lron in the I V 
CTZ but is attached to t he 12th Aviation Group with further attachr.!.e.nt 
to the 3r d ~:':".:..iored Squc..dron, 17th Air Cavalry in the III CTZ. (Figure 1) 

1.8 Orga.lll.zation and ;:,ii_ssion 

a . Headquarters and ii e2.iquarters Troop, Air Cavalry Squaron. 
Headquarters and Eeadq'..lar:.ars 'I'roop is organized as . prescribed by 
TOl!; l7 - 96T w/C 3, anci by ;:~ . .)~ 17--0961' implemented by USARPAC General 
Order nur.:'.Jer Li.01, dated 14 ~--·u.gust 1968. The mission of Headquarters and 
naadqua.rters 1Iroop is to f~11i.sh command, administration, communicatio;:i, 
medical, mess, supply and squadron level maintenance for the air cavalry 
squadron . Within the head~uarters troop,the aviation platoon is author­
ized five UH-lC helicopters and the maintenance platoon is authorized 
two UH-lH helicopters . Fr 2sently the headquarters troop ha assigned 
5 UH-lii helicopters . (Fi.::;· ... :.Te 2) 

b , Air Cavalry Troop: .:.ir Cavalry Squadron: 

The air cavalry troop is or5a.ri.ized as prescribed by TOi 17-98T w/C 1 an~ 
HI'OE 17-098T ii-nplemented ';;y USARPAC General Order number 401. The mission 
of the air cavalry troop is to perform reconnaissance and security for its 
supported unit. The air ca-:-:-;J.ry troop consists of a troop headqua...vters, 
aero-scout platoon, aero-rifle platoon and a aero-weapons platoon. 
(Figure 3). 

(1) ':!:'he troop headquarters has tin aviation section equipped with 
one UH- lli with Xi-i23 weapor~s system and one lJH-lC with XM16 and M5 weapons 
syste;ns . 'These aircraft c..:·e used for coltiti:land, · cont1"ol, liais on and I:JC.in­
tenance. PreRently the section has two UH-Llf helicopters C\;:'1'1'3d w.!.t h the 
Xl,i23 syst~::-. as a Tesclt c:' r e cent substitution of UH-lH' s for UH- :LC t s in 
tho Air C<.=walry Squadron . [, 



(2) The aero-s~dut platoon has 10 light observation helicopters 
( WJ-1) divided into two sections of 5 LOHs each. The LOHs are armed 
with Xlll27 systems and are· the reconnaissance elements of the troop. 

(3) The aero-rifle platoon is organized into a platoon headquarto~s, 
a lift section, and four integrated rifle squads. The platoon is author- · 
ized 5 UH-IB helicopters e~noo with the XM23 systems. These helicopters 
:i.·:-.e the primary means of transportation for the rifle platoon. Presently 
the aero-rifle platoon has 6 UH-lH helicopters. 

(4) The aero-weapons platoon consists of a platoon headquarters 
and t-No weapons sections with 5 AH-lG helicopters each. Presently botl1 
air c.?.>r>_1ry troops are equipped ·with only 9 AH-lG helicopters in the 
aero-weapons pl2.toon. 

c . Ca,-alry Troop, Air Cavalry Squadron: 

The cavalr:r t r·oop is organi~ed as prescribed by T0.2 17-99T w/C 1 and 
MT01~ 17- 099T i m:;>lemented by USARPAC General Order 401. It is a ground 
comtJat unit or ganic to thE: air cavaltJ• squ adron with the mission cf 
e,roi..t;-:C. r eco:mc:.is s ance and security, norrI;ally employed in conjunction ·with 
the .'.'.ir cavalry trcops . I t i s org anized ~nth a troop hee.dquarter s , a 
ma.inte:1ance section u1d three cavalry platoons. The cavalry troop is 
equipped with all wheeleC. 'v~hi.~~:::..ca e.nrl no ~gan~_.~ ~irc:~c-:f.~ ; ':r.'~1c" v-_ ,,rr.!I'J 
pi•.::.too:i consists. of a r;J.atoon headquarters, a scout section, . an anti-tank 
section, a rifle squ~d an::l a mortar section. (Figure 4) 

(1) The s cout section consists of four i ton scout vehicles 
with A-60 l'G r,,iounted. 

(2) The anti-ta!L~ section consists of two 106 recoilless rifles 
:;1ounted on J,: ton vehicles. 

(3) The T:1ortar secti0n consists of one Slmm. mortar. The mort3..r is 
transported by one 3i4 ton truck and rrrust be dismounted for firing. 

(4) The r ifle squad cornists of a squad leader and nine infant:cy 
::1en 1::io"J..Ilted in a 3/4 ton truck for transportation. 

S.GCTIJZ·~ V S ITeA l' ION WITHil'ii THE IV CTZ 

1. 9 ;·11_ssion 

The 7th Armored Squadron, lst Air Cavalry is assigned the mission of 
general support (GS ) to the IV CTZ Headquarters. The ms.jority of missions 
assigned to the air cavalry squadron are prin:arily of a recormaissance 
and sect:rity nature. Continuous recori..,'18.issance and security missions by 
air cavalry ae::-ial and ground measures provide the IV CTZ with accurate, 
tiltlel y , updated ini'orrnation of the enerey; his whereabouts, strength a!ld 
capc--:bi l ; ties. 
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1. 10 Ener.zy-

a. The en9rcy- within the IV CTZ consists of two :i:ri.litary regions 
controlling enenzy- operations within each area. Ea.ch region has regimental 
size forces employed within its boundaries. 

b. '. The_OD.ffil\V order of. battle consists of mobile.force battalions, 
rrain force battalions; local force . batt"alions and companies, and guerilla 
type u....-ri.ts. lccal infra-structure within each city, village or hamlet 
of the IV CTZ establishes enercy- governmental growth. 

c. The enemy is well organized within each unit. His armament capa­
bilities increa.sed w:i.th the flow of new equipment into the Delta region. 
?nesc weapons systems found and identified within the Delta consist of 
small arLIB; AK-4 7, S r3 rifles; RB40, 41 rockets; 60mm., 81rrnn, 82mm, 120mm 
mortar; H} : ranging from cal. 30 to 12. ?mm; 5?nnn and 75mm recoilless 
r ifles and 75 pack howitzen>. 

d. The enell\V has well prepared defensive positions and takes ad­
vantage of areas well known by him, but unknown to friendly forces. The 
e ner:w takes f ull advantage of his lmowledge on usage of booby traps to 
d e f end cache sites, and unit base camp locations. 

1. 11 Terrain 

a. The Delta region of t h e IV CTZ fro~ the Cambodian border to the 
tip of the Ca Hau peninsula i$ a heavily silted level plain area with 
a n elevation not "in excess of 9 feet above sea level except for the 
1·1est er n are3. . The E:rr::.ire ci.:;:-ea is subject to frequent flooding a Exten­
sive er:iban..1c!ncnts have b een built over the centuries to channel water into 
this fert i le rice producing area. r.fud flats and mangrove swamps encircle 
t he Delta r egion along the ragged coastline. Heavy wooded areas parc:i-.lJ.0]: 
:ziost of the honeyc0i!1bed canals e.nd the mangrove swamps within the Delta. 
!{oad networks are liLJ.ited, but hard surface major roads do exist. Host 
of t he canals carry a heavy burden of the traffic throughout the area. 
I n t he western a r ea of t he Lelta region lies a complex of seven mountains. 
This area is heavily wooded, rock-.f, and extremely rugged to traverse by 
foot. The r:iountain elevation for this conplex at its highest peak is 
2130 feet above s ea level. 

b. The cli T.Jate a nd wea.ther in the Delta region a.regoverned by 
;: l-1onsoon Asia 11 , which affect s the Delta to such an exte:it th.3.t the area 
has a variety of climates n~nging from dry seasons to heavy rains. 
Generally, the climate is characterized by moderately high temperatUl'es, 
hi gh humidity_, and a high amount of cloudiness in both seasons. 

1.12 Troops Avttilab le 

a. The air cavalry squadron as stated in organization (Section IV) 
is an air cavalry squ'3.dron minus (-). One air cavalry troop is detached 
from the squadron and attached to another cavalry squadron outside the 
rv CTZ. 

11 



b. The 'A . .:.~VN IV Ccrps ~jn~ists of three Inf Divisions, the ?th, 9th 
and 21st Divisional units with attached artillery for each. Each division 
is m:i.de up of mobile battalions and regiments operating within provincial 
boundaries of the division tactical area. These units make up airmobile 
reaction forces for divisional or individual provincial operations. 
Local regional forces and popular force units (RF /PF) are located within 
the IV CTZ at strategic lo~tions. Tnese units conduct local operations 
within their sector of responsibility. 

c. Within the IV CTZ, a special tactical zone consisting of the 
Cambodian border a.rea is established. It is controlled by the 4l+th STZ 
Headquarters. The 44th STZ has troops available consisting of rrostly 
Special Forces trained troops. These forces conduct inde;:iendent opera­
tions within the zone under the direction of the area Special Forces 
advisors . Additionally within the 44.th STZ are Camp Strike Forces ( CSF) 
controlled by the 44th STZ and Special Forces . The 44th STZ has indi­
vi dual mobile bat ta.lions of troops along with RF / PF troops located 
sparsely ivithin the area. 

9 
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Ei'·TLOYMENT OF AIR CAVALRY 

SECTION I. MISSION AND SPECIFIC T f'SI(S 

2.l _General 

The air cavalry . squadron is organized, trained and equipped to perform 
reconnaissance c..nd security for the unit to which it is assigned or attached 
within the IV CTZ. 

2. 2 l·iission Assig~:~\":e 

a. The employment of the air cavalry squadron within the IV CTZ is based 
on the mission assignment from IV CTZ through the 164th Aviation Group. Such 
missions for the air cavalry are: 

(1) Border surveillance and supply route interdietion. 

(2) Reconnaissance oper ations combined with ARVN divisional operations. 

(3) Securit y operations including flank guard and screening force 
operations. 

(4) C(;unter insurgency s~ecialized operations, r aids and ambushes. 

( 5) ;,Ti ght surveillance cos bining aj_r surveillai:ce devices with armed 
helicopters, 

b. The missi:, ,13 .a:isigned to the grour1d cavalry troop include; 

(1) Route reconnaissance and route security. 

(2) Convoy security. 

(3) Perimeter er installation security. 

(4) Flank security for operations bounded by roc.ds. 

( 5) Airmobile reaction force without vehicles. 

(6) Dismounted sweeps. 

(7) Specialized missions; show of force, minesweeping, demolitions, 
night ambushes. 

c. The squadron employment for these missions within the IV CTZ is pre­
determined by IV CTZ headquarters advisory .personnel. Preplanned operations arp 

approved by IV CTZ usually a week in advance. The air assets and supporting unit 
are committed to these operations by issuance of a weekly operational guidance 
warning order for employment cf the squadron's organic assets. This operationa · 
guidance specifically states by unit designation, what unit will support and 
what unit is supported, on a daily basis for the ensuing week. Changes to troor 
mission cornmittments are pass0d through the squadron ~o the respective troop 
placed under operational control (OPCON) to the supported unit on an as requirer 
basis. 

d . :smployment as a s~uadron entity in the IV CTZ i s held to a minimum 
because of the broad committment s requiring independe~t troop operations r ather 
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i.llan a mission involving the cr;uadron and issued· as a squadron ·mission. 

e; · Th~ pr:µnary ·niission of t he.·· air caval:r,y squadron. pres.ently is .'gea,red to 
arr OPCON status to the 44th ST~ for conducting border $urvef+lance and inter~ 
diction of enemy supply. routes 1-ri.thin the · zone. Additionally, with the squadron 
being in the general support role to the !V CTZ, it must periodically ·place one 
of its air cavalry ~roops or ~oth under operational ·control of ARVN. divisions tc 

·conduct -- ~~conna:i;ss.anc.e in sum>5>rt. ·of . a divisional _operation •.. 
. . . . . :. .. . . . .. . ~ .. . . . 

2.3 Squadron Placement. . 

a, The air cavalry squadron operates from a home base camp at Vinh Long 
(XS 0433) with a squadrcn forward liaison team located at Cao Lanh (\£ 7055), 
the headquarters of the 44th STZ , All maintenance support and supply activitie~ 
remain with the squadron trains at the base camp in a fixed installation. 

b, Air cavaJ.:cy tro'Jps operate from this base camp into the operational area . 
utiliz.ing ste.geficlds establisl:led throughout the IV CTZ for refueling and 
r earming . !J'te:.~ the daily o~iP.ration terminates and when night operations are nr 
scheduled, the cavaJ.ry trcors return to their squadron base camp for maintenancE. 
and preparation fo~ the next day's operation. 

c. The e.ir ca7alry troops esto.blish liaison tee.ms within each area of 
responsibiJ_ity cf the 44th STZ . These liaison teams are co-located with 
representatives, bo+,h US advisor s and Vietnai'Ilese counterparts, of the 44th STZ 
at the staging areas of Hoc Hoa (XS 0391) a...'1d Chi La'1g ( ~£ 0363). 

2.4 Reconnaissance Operations. 

a. Reconnaissance is one cf the principal missions of the air cavalry 
squadron, The air cavalry squadron can perform reconnaissance operations as a 
squadron or by tasking one of its organic troops to perform the mission 
separately. The conduct of the mission within t he IV CTZ is handled utilizing 
operational control (OPCON ) status of the squadron or troop to a supported unit 
of the IV CTZ. Generally all reconnaissance missions within the IV CTZ have 
been performed using OPCON status of troops perforning route, area, and zone 
r econnaissance. 

b. The air cavalry troop performs reconnaissc:.nce operations by using its 
air teams to obtain the information desired. 

(1) Route reconnaissance within the IV CTZ is an absolute necessity to 
keep the major r0ad network and main supply route (HSR ) open. The air cavalry 
troop conducting route r econnaissance in the IV CTZ checks the enemy inter-
dict ion of these routes by constant surveillance. Bridge classification and 
obstacle destruction are limited with an air cavc.lry troop conducting route 
reconnaissance . Route reconnaissance is conducted utilizing the air cavalry 
troops aero-scout platoon and aero-weapons platoon operating in teams. The 
aero-scout team reconnoiters the route at low level while the aero-weapons teams 
provide overhead cover. The aero-rifle platoon is committed to conduct ground 
reconnaissance along the route in areas which cannot be adequately reconnoitered 
from the air. 

(2) The air cavalry troop conducts area reconnaissance daily in support 
of the IV CTZ. Area reconn2,isse..nce within the I V CTZ entails air cavalry 
troops working with ARVN division operations a'1d the 44th STZ. Area recon­
naissance is the mission best suited to the air C!'..'.-2.lry troop md it provides 
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det~iled information ~bout enemy forces, terrain and any other specific informa­
tion desired to the supported unit v.rith:j.n the IV CTZ. Area reconnaissance as 
conducted by t_he "ir c~ .v ;.lry troops <>f the e.ir. cavalry squ::.dron is described" in 
Section TI in det .::il. 

(3) Zone reconn :.isa .nee w:.s conducted by the -ir c .. v:;.lry troop within the .IV 
CTZ only as '"' squu.dr<i>n mission '·:hen the :.ir cavalry squadron deployed to the IV 
CTZ. Zone reconnaiss ~nce defined by boundaries has not been employed with e-ithe~ 
the .\.n.1r.; divisions or the · 44th STZ of the r.r CTZ. 

c. The ce..v.!Ury troop performs reconnaiss •nee aper _tions within .the IV CTZ 
utilizing its mobile ground vehicles combined with its organic firepower. 

(1) The cavalry troop is well suited to conduct route reconnaissance in the 
Delta. The preponderance of reconnaissance missions assigned to the cavalI'°'J 
troop have been of the route reconnaissanee variety. These missions have been 
perforCTe d by the entire troop or portions of the troop, but not smaller than on~ 
platoon. The cavalry troop has reconnoitered many of the major routes in IV CTZ 
In ~ctuality, the route reconnaissance mi~sions assigned to the ground troop wer 
of a show of force nature to make the Vietnamese population aware of the cavalr;;­
and !JS presence and to build a feeling of trust and confidence. Nany of the 
routes in t he Delta had never been traveled by a US unit until the cavalry 
squadron arrived in the IV CTZ. The impact of the cavalry's presence on the 
popul ation cannot be measured; however, they were well received in all areas and 
appeared to have general population approval. 

(2) The cavalry troop has not conducted area reconnaissance in the IV CTZ. 
It h~s conducted some dismounted area sweeps around the base camp at Vinh Long, 
searching for enemy activity and weapons. 

(3) The cavalry troop participated .tn only one zone reconnaissance operatioi 
while in the IV CTZ. This was in conjunction with a route reconnaissance from 
III CTZ to IV CTZ on deployment of the entire squadron to Vinh Long. Since that 
mission, the cavalry troop has not conducted zone reconnaissance within the IV 
CTZ . 

2.5 Security Operations. 

c:.. . Security operations by the air cavalry squadron within the IV CTZ are 
incorporated with reconnaissance by the air cavalry troops and the ground cavalr. 
troop. The squadron has not been assigned a security mission as a squadron 
effort f or the IV CTZ. The air cavaJ.ri troops normally revert to security 
missions during phases of division support operations, border surveillance and 
area reconnaissance missions in the IV CTZ. Security is a mission that will 
frequently be assigned to an air cavalry troop. The cavalry troop conducts 
security operations in the IV CTZ at a ratio of security missions as opposed to 
reconnaissance missions of 4 to 1. Security operations that the air cavalry 
troops conduct in the Delta are border surveillance, screening, installation, 
convoy and route security missions. 

(1) Border surveillance is a security mission combined with area recon­
naissance conducted by the air cavalry troops of the squadron. The mission of 
the air cavalry troops conducting border surveillance provides the Corps with 
an early warning device matched with immediate offensive action by the troop 
to react to the €Ilemy within the 44th STZ. The concept of o~ ration of the air 
cav21ry troops is explained in Section I I, entitled Operation Blackhawk. The 
C av~lry troop has not performed a border surveillance mission in the IV CTZ due 
to the v.s.stness of t he border area and the lack of cross country mobility, which 
rer.C.ers most of the border inaccessibl e t o the cavalry troops wheel ed Yehicles. 
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(2) Screenj_ng opetlations are conducted by the air cavalry troops and the 
ground cavalry. troop while participat:i.pg in supporting operations in the IV CTZ. 
The air cavalry' t ·roops .;conduct. sc~eenilig ope;r.ations in ·conjunctioh· 1dth their . 
supporting role· for·· J\RVN divisiontl operations· and also With the 44tli STZ. · " · 
Usually ·the 'screerdng mi:ssion is not".given as :.' a mission per se, but it i~ assume, · 
after the area recormaiss<;i.nce mission has been-completed. and contact is establisl. 
Based on .the · airmobile -concept in the XV CT?; the air cavalry troop :('everts. to a . 
~creeriing ml.s~~on ·_autoniat.icaj.1.y .once ·an·_ airiw~1:le r.eactio.n or division cont~µ_~.:· · 
insertion takes piace. The air cavalry troop supportii1.g this operation covers 
the area encompassi_ng the . insertion to " p~event ree~forcement and withd7awal of 
the enemy. The scre~ning mission of this type is co.nducted using aero_..,.scout . anc:· 
aero-weapons teams operating as en entity to seal off the entire frontage and 
flanks of the operation and providing continuous coverage. This is accomplishec 

· o/ relieving each team on station <:fter alloted periods of time. The cavalry 
troop has been assigned this mission r ather sparingly, the most recent example 
being the combined J\RVN and US operation against !Jui Coto Mountain near Tri Ton 
in the Seven Mountain area of the 44th STZ, 12 July 1968. The Cavalry troop 
was assigned the mission of screening the east side of the mountain while the 
ARVN 9th .Armored Cav screened the south and west flank of the mountain. The 
route to the screen line was cut in six different locations by streams which 
could not be forded due to the swollen conditions caused by heavy rains. This 
condition was discovered durine a. previous day'~ reconnaissance. This prior 
knowledge resulted in the cavc:.lry troops taking additional demolitions and PSP 
~rith their convoy to build six temporary brid~es enroute to occupying their 
assigned positi ons. The ARVi'J 9th Armored Cavc.lry moved to their positions in , 
armored personnel carriers (l,i-113) with no difficulty. The screen was establisl: 
utilizing 9 obse_rvation posts spaced along a road. from Tri Ton to a contact poin 
with the AEVN 9th .on the south. Once e·stabiished, the screen was very effectiv-= 
with nine strong OP 1 s and the 81.nnn. mortars in :iattery at a central location. 
Several small gr-:>ups of VC attempted to leave the mountain by infiltrating 
through the screen. These attempts were unsuccessful as the cavalry 106 
recoilless rifles and 81mm mort ars accounted for 16 VC KIA. Class I, III and V 
items were air lifted to the troop by organic aircraft, resupply by wheeled 
vehicles could ' 'not be accomplished. 

(3) Installation security is conducted by =.11 the available assets of the 
squadron on a nightly basis. Operations in tl:e IV CTZ usually terminate before 
dark to allow the ARVN units to return to their installations to conduct perimet r, 
defense during the hours of darlmess. \Jith the squadron established in a 
permanent base camp at Vinh LongJ it has been tasked with security of approx­
imately one-half of the entire perimeter. The two air cavalry troops and the 
cavalry troop participate nightly in this defe~sive posture. Permanent 81mm 
Lortar positions in battery and 106mm firing positions are constructed within 
and around the Vinh Long Airfield perimeter. These positions along with twenty­
one three-man perimeter bunker positions are manned every night the unit is at 
Vinh Long. The squadron or a troop remaining overnight away from the airfield 
creates a gap : in the overall airfield defense plan. The air cavalry troop 
has not remained away from the base camp in the IV CTZ because the troop does no~ 
have the capability of securing itself. The c~valry troop has participated in 
extended operations away from the squadron base camp, the longest being a period 
of 10 days. This required the rifle platoons of the air cavalry troops to fill 
the gaps in the perimeter during the cavalry troop's absence. The cavalry troop 
has also secured artillery fire support bases on numerous occasions in support o ~ 
operdtions conducted by the US 9th Infantry Division. The same techniques are 
used to secure artillery batteries that are used to secure fixed installations 
with some exceptions. The mortars are used to provide illumi.."1ation support 
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rather than H & I fires. Artillery units usually have some organic perimeter 
defense support in the form of 40mm. dusters and Quad 50 machine guns. The 
cavalry commander is usually charged with the responsibility of integrati.JlB · 
these wepons into the perimeter defense plan. 

(4) Convoy and Route Security, - This mission has been performed more often 
than any otr..er type . mission by t}1~ .cavalry troop. The i::avaJ.ry troop, employing 
platoon sized units, escorted all .of the squadron wh~eled vehicle convoys from · I 
An to Vinh Long during the period 4 June to 16 June 1968. The l06mm recoilless 
rifles, firing beehive rounds, we.re employed on one occasion to break an ambush 
during one of the early convoy escort missions. This was probably ·the first t i.J. 
the ' Del t a VC' had encountered the 106 RR and may have had a significant impact 
since t he convoys were not ambushed again. Many supply convoys have been escor~ 

by the t roop into various operational areas throughout IV CTZ which are ser ved l 
a road net work. When enem;y contact is imminent, gunships from the squadron are 
placed under the operational control of the convoy connnander for immediate fire 
support . In areas where great distances are involved, an LOH is placed unde r tr 
oper ational cont rol of the cavalry troop for radio relay purposes. In many 
i nstance s, t he convoy commander rides in this LOH to assist in comm.and and conti· 
<> f the convoy, especiai_::_y if the convoy is a particularly large one. As t he 
convoy passes into a different sector, radio contact is established with t he 
s ect or t o coordinate movement of t he convoy and receive the latest route i nfor­
mat i on and enem;y s ituation reports. This technique expedites movement of t he 
convoy and sect or advisors usually coordinate with t heir counterparts to p:::-ovidc 
t r affi c control assistance through bui lt-up areas and critical points such as 
br idges and ferry sites. 

2. 6 Economy of Force Operations. 

Gener ally speaking, the majority of the missions perfonned by the squadron 
t hroughout IV CTZ are econorrv of force type operations. By its very nature, 
Oper <>..tion Blackhawk i s e. striking example of the squadron performing an eco~oey 
of f orce mission. The squadron is employed to maintain surveillance over t he 
vast border area in 44th STZ while the maneuver battalions are employed iJl 
support of the ground t actical plan of the IV Corps. 

SECTION II . ORIENTATION OF NISSIOl~S 

2. 7 Oper ation Blaclr.hawk. 

a . Operation Blackhawk has been and continues to be the primary mission of 
t he squadron. I t is designed to provide border surveillance and interdiction 
along t he Cambodian Border within the 44th STZ. This is designed to be co~­
ducted over a 24-hour period to include day and night operations. The 44th STZ 
is sub-divided into two zones, one with two provincial areas, the other with one 
and a special border area. Operational.ly, this equalizes with the squad.ronls 
capability with only two of its organic air cavalry troops available for committ 
ment. 

b. The daylight operation is conducted utilizing two air cavalry troops, e2 

being responsible for the reconnaissance effort within defined areas of operati( 
The area of operation for Troop A encompasses Chau Doc and a special border areo 
of Kien Giz.ng Province. The central staging area is at Chi Lang. Troop C 
operates in Kien Phong and Kein Tuong Provinces with a staging area at Eoc ~oa . 
Each air cc.valry troop conducts f.:•ea reconnaissance within these provincial and 
specie..l boundaries with c. minimum aircraft r equirement of 4 LOH 1 s of the 2e:::-o -
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scout platoon, 4 AH-lG's of the aero-weapons platoon, and 4 UH-lH's with the 
organic rifle squads from t he aero-rifle platoon. The Troop Conunander Ol' his 
designated .representative flies in a connnand and control aircraft, usually a UH-
1C1 from :the h~adqu9.I'ter.s aviation seqtion •. "Presently ·the. UH-lq is beirig . · 
replaced ·with a UFI-=lH without an· armame·nt ·system. · The aircraft requirement is 
based on the present availability of TOE and mission-ready .aircraft status withir 
the air cavalry troop and the requirement to sustain 24 hour operations as . 

. necessa_ry. This t ask .organization of the air cavalry troop is augm.ented at eac:1 
staging area -with 44th S.TZ troops · of appraximately. 100 Camp Strfr.e- Force · _ 
personnel. A mobil'e · reac.tion battalion 'is desigilated by the 44th STZ to e)cploit '_ 
air cavalry findings., but the airlift capab.ility is usually supplied by the tro 

(l) The concept of operations of both employed air cav troops is defined cf 

e. det ::.iled .1re -. reconn :.:.i-ssc-.nce. Specific dtention is given to desienated t:>.r f. · 
progr mr1ed by the troop li2.ison te .= .m. ,:.nd .::. T!S/.'!1.V!·! r epresent .::-.ti ve. of the 44th '..: 
at e .:.ch st'.1ging .:.re -=r . The 44th STZ h~s pl :.ced ::. US represent c.tive with an -
J\.RVN counterpart, a G-2/3 ,\RVN Staff and a POH/Interrogation team at each stagir:. 
area. This staff, along ·with an air cc.valry troop liaison team, targets the 
troop based on current intelligence in each area of operation. Prograi-mn.ing of 
these targets is a cont inual effort to obtain maximum results from the air 
cavalry troops during the scheduled day of commitment in the 44th STZ. Based or: 
the corrunittment of air cavalry troop support to ARVN divisional operations, the 
44th STZ will not always have both air cavalry troops conducting area recon­
naissc.nce within the 44th STZ. Vhen the air cavalry troop is committed to a 
division operation, the liaison team is pulled back from the respective troop 
stagefield to establis~ direct liG.?--son vlith ti1e supported unit for the followin[ 
day . This leo.ves the 44th STZ te2.!n without an air cavalry liaison team to assir- -
advise, collect and coord:i.pate operational L~telligence for proper targeting of . 
the air cavalry troop when it returns from ·committ2'l.ent elsewhere within. the · 
IV CTZ. 

(2) Tactically, the a.ir cavalry troop is employed utilizing teams of the 
aero-scout and aero-wee.pons platoons to conduct detailed area reconnc.issance 
to develop significant targets for subsequent attack by ground forces. At each 
staging area or within close flying distance from t he area, each air cavalry 
troop is augmented by the 44th STZ ·with supplemental A,.-q VN infantry forces of 
approximately 100 CSF personnel . This force acts as the air cavalry troop 1 s 
aero-rifle platoon, in conjunction with, or ~s an immediate backup force to a 
connnitted aero-rifle platoon. Corrnnand of t he se forces remains with the US 
Advisor, but under operational control of the troop working in the area. The 
44th STZ had placed these forces OPCON to each air cavalry troop. Additionally; 
the 44th STZ has ~~tabli.shed u battalion size unit on call in each area of 
operation for immediate deployment into areas of contact developed by the air 
cavalry troop. Air assets to 1 ift this bat:c.lion come from the IV Corps air­
mobile assets of the 164th CAG which are continuously engaged in other operatio~-: 
Since the aircra~ are not on ramp standby a::.d must bEi diverted from other 
missions, delays in reaction time are experienced in exploiting a good target. 
~hen the reaction force is committed, it is deployed and controlled by the 44th 
STZ. Occasionally, through the lack of avail~ble aviation assets of the 44th 
STZ, the air cavalry troop lift section must insert the battalion in lieu of 
using Corps air.mobile assets. The ground co~nders are reluctant to uae 
the squadron aircraft for insertions and extractions because the limited lift 
Cd.pability immediately available from the air cavalry troop (five aircraft) will 
not pennit a mass insertion or extraction. 

(3) The daylight execution of Operation 3lackhawk is conducted employing 
the combined teams- of the aero-scout and wea;x:ms platoons with the aero-rifle 
platoon lift ships on rarup standby at the st.c. :;ing area. 
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The scout and weapons tea~ conduct area -reconr.;:i.iaaance .. within the area 
of opere.tion utili zing a hunter-killer concept. The two scout LOH's flyJow 
c~ap of the earth) performing an extensive search of the area while the two 
weapons AH-lG's orbit high above to provide immediate gunship support for 
exploiting a target. B~sed on contact and scout teani. reconnaissance, the weapor, _ 
team is employed to strike the target. Rules of engagement apply -to insU?="e . that 
indiscriminate fire does not occur. Specified strike zones are designated by tr! 
44th LNO before the troop is employed in a given area of operation. Recon­
n~issance by fire is held to a minimum within .the IV CTZ because of the pop­
ulation density in congested areas. The scout and weapons team is relieved on 
st ation based on time, fuel consumption and an air radius of action from the 
staging are~ . Oper ational and situation briefings from one t eam to another occl 
on st ation. Hithin _each area of operations there is only one suitable staging 
area for immedi.s.te refueling. Distance to the refueling area plays an important 
pc:.rt in the det_ailed recoru1c.iss :.nce effort in both 44th STZ areas of operat ion . 

(4) The o.ir c<wc.lry teams c~n be committed as a combined effort; however, 
a constant surveil~ance effort is lost when fuel consumption requires all teams 
to return to the staging area at one time. Situations do exist where each te@r. 
m!'.y be employed in a heavy configur o.tion. In such instances, each team :r:iay be 
augmented with one or more aircri!ft to increase the teams ' reconnaissance and 
aerial gunfire c;o·.pability. 

( 5) All i.Jit elligence inforr;::a.tion is relayed to the troop liaison team and 
the 44th UJO at the staging ared. by spot reports and timely situation report s . 
The troop liaisc·n team :r:iaintains FH communications with the troop elements in 
the operational area at aLl times. Information is sent back to the squadron 
st e.tion, co-located ~rith the 44th STZ headquarters, from both troop areas of 
operation. This allo-ws the liaison te a..'Il. at the FHD station to continually brie.l 
the 44th STZ staff and their counterparts on the existing situation in each troc 
area . The liaison te3.m. then sends this information back to the squadron base 
ca.mp by FM, Ai.~ or direct hot line telephone communication to keep the squadron 
awe.re of the situation in both areas. 

(6) Based on contact or intelligence from the scout and weapons teams, the 
aero-rifle platoon or the supplemental unit supplied by the 44th can be connnitt~ 
t o exploit the situation. This is done utilizing an airmobile concept under th0 
directio~ of the tr00p mission leader employing all the troop assets available 
in the area of oper ation. The scouts are used to seal off the ar ea and select ~ 
suitable l a.nding zone (LZ) for the incoming aero-rifle platoon. The weapons 
teB.!!l escorts the lift aircrc.lft into the LZ and then orbits overhead for 
immedi~te support to the ground f orces. Once the force is connnitted on the 
ground to exploit, the scout tee:.m screens to the front or flanks. The platoo~ 
te2.m relieves on station to provide direct fire support and continuous surveil­
lc.nce to the ground forces at all times. The troop carrying UH-L1i 1 s return to 
the st.:;..ging area for immedi ate pick-up of additional forces if required. This i 
en extremely criti cal point in operations of this nature. The squadron must hav 
the capability of rendering immediate assistance by diverting elements of anothe 
troop or troops as required. The combined lif't aircraft of the squadron may be 
required to lift the reaction force to the scene of heavy contact. When employ­
ing individual troops jn separate areas of operation, it is mere difficult for 
t he squadron t o consolidate combat element s t o meet a t actical emergency. If t h 
i nserted ground f orces do not establish contact or f<:J.il to locate indication of 
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· enemy activity in the area, the lift aircraft will innnediately extract the force. 
An airmobile extraction will be executed with the combined elements of the 
air cavalry troop. 

(7) Once . the committed forces do expioit · and· develop a· situation ·of · 
intensity; the 44th must react immedia"!:-ely to the situatiqri. by deployi.Ilg the 
reaction force. At this· ·time the air cavalry troop lend~ _iiB support to the 
committed ground f qrces until conventional ground troops arrive in th~ area of 
operation with additional support. , Once . the 44th has reacted with tpe deploymer 
of .reaction forces~ "the air· cavalry· tr.6op reverts t() a. · flank; screening, ol' · 
blocking mission in conjunction with the 44th operation. Command and control o:'. 
the entire operation is under the direction of the 44th STZ. 

(8) During Operation Blackhawk the availability of tactical air support 
and artillery in direct support of the air cavalry troop in the Special Zone is 
somewhat limited. Tactical air support works in conjunction with the 44th STZ < 

preplanned mission assignments for strikes at designated targets. These strikef 
are controlled by 44th STZ pr0vir1ce air liaison officers. Immediate strikes an( 
troops-in-contact strikes are net readily available to the respective air cavalr 
troops unless TAC air is in the im.~ediate troop area working for a province 
forward air controller. Arti:!..lery covers some portions of the 44th STZ, howeve~ 

the range of these artillery pieces do not reach into all the border ·areas of 
operation in which the air cavalry troops operate. Consequently, the air 
cavalry troop supplements the lack of artillery by the use of the weapons 
platoon's AE-lG. This organic firepower is being used to support ground tr0ops 
and against enemy posit j_cns and bunkers discovered by the scout teams. In this 
concept the aero-scout team acts as an airborne forward observer, marking the 
target with white phosphorous B..."].d smoke grenades. This method of identificatic:· 
enables the weapons aircraft to readily spot the position of the target. 

c. The night portion of Operat ion Blackhawk consists of night surveillance 
of the Cambodian Border area combining air cavalry troop assets with Corps 
aviation support. The air cavalry troop task organization consists of one UH-1!-: 
with flares and tvro A'-I-lG helicopters. IV Corps completes the surveillance 
package by furnishing, on request, two OV-1 Hohawks equippped with electronic 
surveillance devices. 

(1) The concept of operat ion is designed to provide continuous surveillancG 
of the border areo. of the nr CTZ, specifically within the 44th STZ. The conduct 
of the operation entailB perodic overflights of a specific c.rea at irregular 
times during the hours of darlmess. Targets located by the Mohawks are engaged 
by the cavalry gunships after permission to fire is granted by 44th STZ. 

(2) Briefings are conducted at an established stagefield within the 44th S1 
with the air cavalry and the I•Iohawk crews. This is done before darkness on the 
evenings a mission is to be run. Missions are controlled by the 44th STZ and 
requests for Hohawk suppart are generated by the 44th STZ and approved by IV 
Corps. Specific instructions on target areas, designated strike areas and 
procedures to be followed by the teams are briefed by representatives of the 
44th STZ and the air cavalry troop liaison team in the area. The spcific areas 
of interest are formulated based on current intelligence and a collection effort 
geared to interdict supply routes and eneiey infiltration along the Cambodian 
Border. 

(3) The surveillance package usually conducts the nightly mission tvTice 
during the evening, utilizing a hunter-killer concept of employment. The OV-l:f 
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fly designated routes to get maximum coverage of the area at an operatiol<\al ; 
airspeed of 150 kts utilizing either infrared (IR) or side-looking airborne 
radar (SLAR) devices to detect movement and targets within the area. The reduce: 
air speed used by the .Mohawks allows the AH-1G 1 s to remain in close proximity 
to the Mohawk team. The AH-lG 1 s and the flare ship follow a short distance 
behind prepared to illuminate and strike any targets detected. Rules of 
engagements apply on all strikes ·and permission must be granted before 
engagement. The 44th STZ has imposed a curfew restriction after certain hours 
of darkness to eliminate friendly . traffic in the entire 44th ST_Z and preclude 
inadvertent firing incidents. 

(4) Once the OV-l's have detected a target elctronically and permission 
to fire is received, the weapons team attacks the target. The OV-1 marks the 
target with a small flare to identify the target area of detection, then the 
UH-lH flareship provides continuous illumination for the attacking AH-1G 1s. 
The ~errrission to engage must come from both the US advisor and his counterpart 
or designated represent~tive at the province headquarters controlling the area. 
After successfully striking the target area, the teams reform and continue the 
mission. Normal planni.11g range of the OV-1 1 s and IJ1-1G team is two hours befor 
the helicopters must refuel and re-arm the weapons systems and fla~e ship. The 
OV-1 1 s continue the sur7eilla.~ce effort and await the return of the air cavalry 
troop assets to exploit targets found. Because of_ darkness and ·thete.rfu:in, .u::s.tlts c 
the fire team strikes are usually not known until ground forces can be corrunitte 
to verify the effects of the strike. The .AH-10 should not normally be used to 
make d@na.ge assessment °..:'ccause of its r elative vulnerability at low levels. 
It is not a reconnaiss<i.n:..:c vehicle and is subject to fla.'1k and rear vulnerabili· 
at lower altitudes. The AH-lG has s:imilar limitations during daylight operatic 
however, during night operations the instrument l:Llnitations of the aircra~ 
a.mplify the limitation~ for safety reasons. 

( 5) The hunter-killer technique of night surveillance has limited somewhat 
enemy movement through the area durllig the evening hours. These missions are 
not performed on a specified schedule on any given night, but are constantly 
varied to keep the enemy confused and off balance. Intelligence collection 
plays an :important part in this operation. Proper targeting combined with 
designated strike areas and an imposed curfew decreases the capability of the 
enemy. 

(6) Weather conditions, such as haze, smoke, thunderstorms and ceiling 
limitation curtail night operations in the Delta. Night flying without a visua: 
horizon and inadequate aircraft instrumentation seriously restrictsAH-lG employ 
ment in this operation. The OV-1 has the capability to sustain instru.~nt 
flight; however, the .AH-18 ca.'1!1ot accomplish the mission successfully if the 
pilot cannot visually acquire the target or the target area. 

2.8 Division Operations. 

a. The air cavalry squadron supports ARVN division operations in the IV er;: 
by troop assignments based on the operational guidance from Corps and the 164th 
Group. Usually an air c&.valry troop will be tasked to perform area recon­
naissance for a division conducting a preplanned airmobile operation. Such 
operations involving preselected courses of action and areas covered are repre­
sentative of all three AH.VN divisions in the IV CTZ. The ARVN division normaD.~ 
generc>.tes their oper8.tio!1S based on the number of air assets allotted for the 
conduct of the operc.tio:; , The use of ainnobile assets of the 164th Avn G~oup i · 
conjunction with an ~ir cavalry troop's reconnaissance effort enables the 
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Vietnamese to conduct operations daily within the entire IV CTZ. The airmobile 
concept of these operations involves insertion after a brief area reconnaissance 
and then extr~ction _ of troops before evening hours. Overnight operations to 
maintain. contact- are not "sustain"ed throughout : the J)elt_a. . 

b. The -task organization for a divisional operation . includes a numbered . 
ARVN division with regimental size units committed to the daylight airmobile 
operatio:ps·. ·The air Gava.lry troop .genera+:J.y· _conducts the. reconrim,s~ance . . . . 
operation· with -4 LOH 1 s from the aero..,.scout platoon, ·/.+ · AH-1~1 s from the -aero- · 
weapons platoon, 5 UH-lh' s with the organic rifle squads of the aero-rifle 
platoon and 1 UH-lC/H for .. command and control. 

c. The conduct of the operation begins with an operational briefing with 
the cormnitted air cavalry troop 1 s liaison team and representatives of the 
supported division . Coordination with the supported unit involves a discussior­
ot the prepared operation order and preplanned overlays, air movement tables, 
areas of oper ation for t he &ir cavalry troop, designated reaction battalions an< 
all availabl e supporting f i r es . Usually, TAC air and artillery fire support 
are availnbl e to the division. The licison team returns to the troop and con­
duct s an or~rational briefing on the mission. The air cavalry troop is under 
the operational control of t he supported unit. Because of the distance from 
base camp, t he aiJ:' cavalry troop will normally stage from a secure airfield 
whi.ch is near t he. D.x \#.'\ of operat}_on. This utilizat:ion ·of i::ajor. air.fields and 
r esources ave..ilabl e reduces the support requiJ:'ement s of t he squadron. A.'!llI'.uni­
t ion ho.ndl ers, POL personnel and stagef iel d support troops ( A.~VN ) are pel'.'Llanent 
ly assigned to mcst major stagefields in the IV CTZ. The air cavalry troop 
stages from i ts base camp or a forwe.rd staging area and performs the recon­
naiss~ce by using aero-scout and ·aero-~·1eapons . teams working in a designated 
ar ea of responsibilit y. The aero~rifle platoon ·is· on ramp standby at: -the 
stagefield along with a company of the mobile reaction battalion. This company 
is used in direct support or i n conjunction with the aero-rifle platoon once 
committed. The scout and weapons team is relieved on station by another team. 
This is coordinated based on fuel consumption, area of responsibility and 
dist cince of the oper ational area from the staging area. Most operations in the 
IV CTZ utilize the air cavalry troop to perform a quick reconnaissance before 
the preplanned airraobile oper ation starts. This is usually a 30-45 minute 
r econnaissa.nce effort over the entire operational area immediately prior to t he 
fiJ:'st preplanned a irmobile insertion. Once the airrnobile :insertion is com­
plet ed, the ai r cavalry troop reverts to a screening mission for the grou..1d 
uni t s or is given a new mission i...'1 another sector of the operational area. 
I nvaribly, the air cavalry troop establishes contact with the enemy on the 
peri phery of the preplanned operational area. The reaction forces are on 
standby to support the preplanned operation which is by then in progress so t he 
cavalry must frequently exploit and defeat the enemy using organic resources. 
The statistical s'lEl!D.ary in Part III i ndicates the results achieved by the ai.r 
cavalry troops while working with :iRVN Divisions. It is felt that the results 
achieved by t he ai.r cavalry troop is leading to a reevaluation of present 
t actics and fiRVN units are recognizing the tactical successes which can be 
achieved during reaction type operationsas opposed to operations involving 
airmobile insertions at preselected areas and times. 

2.9 Independent Troop or Squadron Operation. 

a . Independent troop operations are conducted within the IV CTZ. Most 
of t he independent mis sions performed are confi ned to an air cavalry troop 1 s 
aero-ri fle platoon or a portion of the cave.lry troop conducting installation 



security sweeps around the squadron 1 ~ base .camp at Yinh Long~ O~ all dis~ 
m0 "..11ltr.:l ""·"•opco .:.round the installation bas~ c~; Vietnamese National Police 
accompany the unit.s of t:1e s~ •.. ;...;:::-on. 'i'he police personnel assist greatly in 
the interr.:>gation and ~"tiection of intelligence information, thus reducing a 
definite language barrier whioh exists in the IV CTZ. The use of the police~n 
betters Vietnamese-American relationships within the civilian conmrunities. 
These police-trained personnel have the authority to perform a detailed search 
of areas, question personnel and arrest individuals of a suspicious nature. 
Their presence has significantly increased the effectiyeness of the sweeps. 

b. The cavalry troap has conducted numerous independent operations by 
providing convoy security, fire support base security and mounted show of f orcf' 
operations along with periodic dismounted sweeps in conjunction with installa­
tion security. 

c. The cavalry troop has been employed on independent missions as an 
ambush force. The troop has conducted many night ambushes along suspected 
enemy suppl ;}7 and troop movement routes. The majority of the troop ex"'J)erie:::ice c 
missions of t his nature was gained in I II CTZ; however, the tactics and 
t echniques are eque.lly a;iplicable to the IV CTZ. The initial efforts of the 
troop were marginaJJ_y effective at best, primarily due to inexperience and lack 
of tr.:i. in:L!g . The trc-op conducted all night ambushes in the dismounted role. 
The squadr:m lift ships were used to insert the E..TIJ.bush forces, normally 2 
platoons of 30 rren each. Fei.~ted insertions and extractions were used for 
decepticn pur poses. Once t he runbush force was inserted, it was not anticipat ed 
t hd a night ex~;.~a.ction would be made even if the ambush were triggered. Ba8eC: 
on this assumpt i on, the 60-ra~n force carried as much ammunition as possible an0 
t he squad.r an r et ained gunships and a fl&re ship on 5 minute standby to support. 
As mentioned earlier, the initia:J... efforts .of the ambush force were not too 
effective . The key to any amoush is the claymore mine. The claymore is issue0 
with a firing device for each claymore, thas requiring many i."'1':1.:!.vidun.ls to fire 
the mines. The first ambush triggered yielded a total of three sets of sandal~ 
1 bag of rice and a cutting knife; no bodies. In analyzing the results of the 
ambush, it was discovex-ed that only a few claymores were detonated and they wer 
detonated too early by overanxious troops. \Vi.th the assistance of the 525th 
Signal Battalion, the troop created a multiple claymore firing device capable 
of firing 20 claymores simultaneously. The device was carried out to the next 
ambush site and wired to 20 claymores. Individual claynnres were set up in a 
s econdo.ry bank for p11 otection against attack. A large enemy force moved into 
the kill zone about midnight and the platoon leader triggered the device killiL 
15 NVA soldiers. Five additional NVA were killed before the air cavalry 
gunships arrived and forced the enemy to break contact and withdraw. Gunship 
support had been planned i...'1 detail and accurate rocket fire was placed within 
50 meters of the ambush perimeter. Four major items are used to control gunsh5~ 
support at night. 

(1) Compa ss. 

(2) Radio. 

(3) Bean Bag Landing Lights. 

(4) Survival Type Strobe Light. 

In preparing t he .;mibush sit3) the bean bag lig...11ts are placed in small holes 
around t he a.rnbush pe:.1 i meter and c.re turned on by selected men when ordered to c; 
so. 
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The compass, . radio and strobe light ar ~with the troop commander in a central 
location. In the event of .?.ttc:..ck, . the' per:iJneter · is lighted _and can be seen only" 

.. ·. from. the- air. The troop ·connna.nder . identifies· his positd.qn 'With. the strobe and ·· 
· .di.I-ects the· gunships·' · .fires ·by .r<lRge and :aziinuth trom·tpe _ e.-t;.r.Qbe. · ' lig~t~ .· :-. 

. , . . - . . . . . . . .· .· . . . .. 

d. .The Air Cavalry Sque.dron has not cond~cted a full ._squadron ai~ opera­
tion utiliz:lllg all its organic assets :ill a squadron commanded and controlled 

· operation in the JV· CTZ~· 1~ssion assignments_.from. Corps ,have not- ~een .aligned -. 
·· .:toward .. a .. ·stjuad.i-ori mission, .. ·but: rather· .B:a ., ~:· sepa,rat,e. :troop. ope.ration ·under ·-OPCON 

status -to · a supported oo_it. The magnitude ·or the ca:va:lry type missions wi. thin 
IV CTZ are such that greater are& type coverage can be attained through separat·.· 
troop deployments. 

2.10 Special Operations. 

c. . Air Bo3.t. 

Comb:llled ·with the 2..ir cc..v c..lry troop employment with:in the two sectors of tt 
44th STZ, reconnGissance operations are further enhanced dur:ing the wet season 
by the use of Special Forces ~irboats. Utilization of these airboats depends 
entirely on the ;.rc,ter level within the rice paddies. The terrain of the 44th 
STZ favors the use of the bo~ts i n conjunction with the air cavalry troop. 
Boat ope n .tions encompc-.ss see..rch operations, block:lllg force operations and 
screening operations. They c~n be utilized to exploit situations developed 
by the .:.. ir cC1.v2.lry t r·Y.l"9 and r..lso to :incre,.:se ground fire support to the a ir 
cavalry troop. Hajor ;:roblem arec:.s associated with the utilization of these 
boats are logistics and co!l1l11Unications. The airboats have a maxirn.um fuel plan­
njng range of four hours which restricts .. .their radius of operat.ion. Fuel must 

. be prestocked at var:L ··us areas for susta:llled use o:f these boats in da,ily 
operations. Continuous a.ii:- cover is essenti3.l to accompany the boats and vectc 
them over negoth .ble terro.in. This prevents the boats from beaching (running 
high and dry) on rice paddy are~s or high dikes. A communications problem is 
ever present v.rith the air b;)a.t because of the high noise level of the boat m€>tG 
and propeller. The boat operator must wear earphones to ma:intain TI-1 communi­
cation. Prior to transmitt:ing , the speed of the bec.t must be reduced to 
eliminate :lllterfer ence caused by backgroun engine noises. 

b. Counter:insurgency Oper~tions. 

The a ir cavalry troop has been very effectively employed throughout the 
IV CTZ to conduct specialized missions such as raids on "kzl.:l'm tax col.lectd.on 
points, pri:::oner of war c5.mps, ammunition and food cache sites and seizure 
of VC infr~structure personnel. The cavalry is ideally suite d to perform 
missions of this nature where speed, timing, surprise and violent execution are 
paramount to success. 
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PAin' THREE 

EVALUATION 
. • . ... • ••• • · !'> • 

·. .· 

SECTION ONE . 0 PERAT ION AL RES UL'IS 

. 3 .. ~ i · :.s. tati~.tical s·~a.cy. 
•'' • • • r • , • ' • ' 

. •' .. . 
. ·· . :. :· 

This summary data is based on the two organic air cavalry troop> presently . 
with the ·air cavalry .squadron. lt is computed utilizing 60 troop days of 
commitment per month. The cutoff for this summary is established at 15 Oct 68. 

a . Oper ation Blackhawk---Daylight Ope r ations 

Period Trp Days Cormnitfad Hours Flown Sorties 

J un 27 1713 2732 

J u l -41 2269 3175 

ltug 34 2842 3086 

S e p 38 J 920 JOJO . 

Oct (1-15) 21 11.49. ..203.9.. 

TOTAL 161 9893 14062 

* S t ructures incluc1.e bunkers and hous es 

1, 
~ . Ope r ation Blackhawk---llight Operat :'..on 

Period Trp Days Committed Hours Fl own Sor t ies 

Jun '"' 0 18 20 

Jul: 19 44 38 

Aug 20 49 48 

Sep 11 25 JJ. 

Oct (1-15) 5 28 ..lid_ 

TOTAL 6J 164 180 

KB.A 

75 

65 

77 

164 

_DB 

449 

KBL 

''Unk 

Unk 

Unk 

21 

.JL 

29 

Res u lts 

138 strnctures~-
72 sampans 

89 struct ures 
155 sampans 

170 s tructures 
101 s ampans 

284 strnctur es 
327' sampans 

44 structures .. 
'+-=- sa.npans 

725 struct u r es 
696 sampans 

Results 

Unk 

2 sampans 

11 structures 
1 sampan 

13 Structures 

24 structures 
3 sampans 

* Unknown EBA and res ults caus9d by night r estrictions wit h no ground forces 
committed t o t ally r esul ts of IJ-I-lG strikes . 
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c. Divisional Operations 

~ Trp Day Committed Hours Flown Sorties KBA Results 

Jun 15 40.'.3 9.3.3 5.3 79 structures 
56 sampans 

Jul 9 275 .349 52 43 structures 
_.32 sampans 

Aug 16 467 799 1.31 120 structures 
22 sampans 
63 structures 

Sep 14 664 911 104 26 sa.upans 

Oct (15) _L .m _ i2Q ~ -32 structures 

TOTAI.S 61 2181 3582 464 ~ SeID~r!S 
~ . I 

337 structures 
156 sampans 

d . Cpere.tion Blackhawk vs. Divis iona1 Operations 

Days Committed Hours Flown Sorties KBA Results 

Dlackhawk~f "' 9893 14062 449 725 structures 
696. sEmpans 

Division 61 2l81 3582 464 337 structures 
156. sampans 

* This surnma17 does not include the large cache sites and equipment captured on 
three occasions during the conduct of Operation Blackhawk. 

SECTIO:·J II WEATHER AND TZRRAIN 

3.2 Effects of Weather 

a . The weather conditions within the IV CTZ during the wet season affect 
the reconnaissance effort of the air cavalry squadron primarily by imposing 
restrict2.ons on the equipment. 

(1) During the period that the ground cavalry troop has been employed in 
the n~ C'lZ , the Delta- region has been under the influence of the Southwest mon­
soon. The most significant effect of weather on the cavalry troop operations 
occurs when heavy rainfall causes variations in terrain characteristics. A nor­
mally tra.fficable dirt read can be rendered impassable to the trooµ3' wheeled 
vehicles in a relatively short period of ti.lJle during heavy rain storms, so:;ne of 
which reach flash flood preportions ·. Some conditions of reduced visibility 
have been encountered but are not considered significant because they are usually 
of short duration and normally occur late in the evening and early morning. 
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,, (2) The air ·cavalry troop is orJ..y slightly affected by the wet -season con­
ditions in the IV ·CTZ. Ai~craft visipility att4 air movement. is slightly res~ 
strictive in nature~ ·but most weather buiidu~ -.'Mn be circUrintl.vti.gs.ted~ .v 

·_- I.ow clouW? and h€Javy . .rain · C~i_µ3e-· ·reduc:ed. Yi'S ipµity. the~e_by .. f~t;elng_ the . ai]\ . . . . · · ··: 
cavalry troop to . fly ·101;,e·r -_-.while: conducting· the· operation. This _pOses the · great~ . 
est problem· and iricreaSes . aircraft VU.lnerability to enemy .fire. On Some occasions 
the visibility ·l;i.rnits the pilots .. _ capability t; _acquire the· target visually.; This 
occur;:; primarily: with the aero:---s.cout ID!t?, especially in_ ~ain ·where tlie . moisture 

. fol'.'lllS ,. :~· f6g ·on_ tpe . . cockpit .pie~g_'.)_ass _fording· the ;pilot tO . ~;Ly ~~th . ~s~al :_ . . .-_ 
refer3nco to the ·ground· by obserV:ing ·out the · side doors. · .. . ·· · · · · · · · 

(3) The air .cavalry squ_adron' s commUhicatio·n capability is adversely affectr 
by we·ather interference. The distance from the ba.Se camp to the operational arev: 
is critical with voice · communication. Poor weather significantly de creas es the 
range for voice co:mrm.mications the reby r educing cormnand and control from S quadror: 
level . 

b . Over all waather condit i ons in the IV CTZ have assisted the air cavalry 
troops in the conduct of a r ea r econnaisse.nc•J s ince weather has an adverse impact 
on the enemy's t schniques of cover and concea lment. It has forced the enemy to 
use extensive s anpan traffic thus allowing the r e connaissance teams of the air 
cavalry troop to readily identify these sampans in the open rice paddies and 
canals. ~nemy storag9 and supply points for food , weapons, ammunitions and 
medical suppli·3S o.rn forced to :highe r grou..'1d because of th3 rainfall and the 
increasa in th3 water tat-]_·3 . .C:!_evated pJ.at.forms a re b:dng used mo r e extensiveJ_y 
and are aas ily Joc&ted by air el.:rnents dua to th3 height above the gr ound and 
tho use of new veggtat ion for conc•Jal r:J.ent. ; :any are as can be eliminated as pos­
sible cache sit·3S due to floodad conditions \·:hich allow the reconnais sance effort 
·to be · concentrated 01~ areas high and dry abo_va the wet seaso~ :water table. · 

.3 • .3 Statistical Surnr.iar y on tl1:~ Zffa ct of i·Jee.thar 

Month Trp Days Committed Days Lost Trp Nights Committed Nights Lost 

Jun 42 1 5 3 

Jul 50 1 l? 2 

Aug· .5) 2 l? .3 

Sep 52 0 11 5 

Oct (1- 15) -2.6 Q ....5.. -2 

TOTAIS 2.£2 4 55 15 

.3.4 Effects of Terr ain 

a. The terrain of the IV CTZ has not significantly affected the air cavalry 
squadron operation except for the cavalry troop ground movement capability. 
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b • . The air cavalry troop is oniy affected by terrain during the wet ~eason• 
when it commits the organic a3ro-+ifle platoon. The water level is usually 
lalee-to-hip high for a typical m; infantryman and seriously slows the aggressive 
forward movement of these soldiers thus increasing the time required to perform 
th3 r e conna iss ance mission. 

c. The employment of the ground cavalry troop on mounted reconnaissance 
and security missions is severely limited by the terrain in the .Delta region 
where tho inland waterways, canals and rice paddies .present many insurin9untable 
obstacles. The Ta&E of the cavalry troop, \\fl.fob.consists of wheeled vehicles, 
is not conducive to employment in the Delta other than on the road networkS whicl 
are extremely l:iniited. The cross-country mobility of the troop is almost as 
li..mited in the dry season as it is in the wet season. The cnnals and rivers ar0 
constant obstacles no matte r what the s eason and the rice pa.ddy dikes a re 
almos t as e ffe ct ive as we l l -placed :::'oad blocks. The troop hns been employed 
to provide perimeter s ecurity for fixed installations and artillery fire support 
bases in a ddition to escorting convoys and route security. These missions have 
all bcon performe d in a va ry satisfactor3 manner; however, the primary miss i on 
of r econna iss a nce has s e ]dom been assigned to the troop due to the inhere nt 
limitations of the TO&E vehicles as applied to the Delta. geography. 

SECTIOIJ EI FACTOID AFFECTING :EMPlDYMENT 

3. 5 R..; coP~~aiss ance by Fire 

a . fu conna i ssance by fire is 
emplo3~d by air or ground cavalryo 
to conduct r e conna i s sance quickly, 
assigne d ~ission. 

un e xpeditious mathod of reconna iss ance 
The a ir cavalry squadron uses this means 

evalua t e the situation ~nd continue tha 

b . Wi t hin t he IV CTZ the t e chnique of reconnaissance by fira is not em­
ployed 3Xcept in specific, pred.9signated strike zones in given areas of oper­
ation. Thes e a r eas ar-3 specifie d by t h.a Vi atnames'3 commande rs responsible for 
the area. Outside these areas the rules of engagement are explicitly applie d 
and do lim.i t t he air cavalry's use of r~connaissance by fire taclmiques. Re­
stricting r e connais s ance by fire within the IV CTZ is essential because of the 
populat i on dens ity in all areas incl uding pacified and contested zones. 

3.6 Aw.ilability of Fire Support 

a . In support of division operations, artillery is available through the 
divis ion but not i n dire ct support of the cavalry. Available fire support such a 
artill ery, mortars and t a ctica l e..ir is used directly by the ARVN divisions in 
support of their respective operations and the air cavalry troop working with 
these u."lit s nrust request artillery fires from the supported unit. This system 
has provan to be ineffective due to the excessive time involved in coordinating 
the mission and getting fire on a target. 

b. Operations conducted by the air cavalry squadron in the 44th STZ nor­
mally do not receive artillery fire support. Some artillery support covers 
a small portion of the zone; however, tm range of these Vietnamese artillery 
pie ces do not carry out into the border areas of operation where the air 
cavalry troop operates. In most cases, when artillery is requested in direct sup 
port of th~ cava lry operation on a s pe cific target, the time involved in obt a in­
i ng this c.rti l l e ry through Vietnaznese channels allows t he t a r g.3t t o LlOYe c i.;.t 
of the a:r·aa , or permission to fire is sometimes denied. Consequently , the air 
cava lr.- t ::·oop '3 nga g3s th~ tar~at with or gani c aerial weapons. Throughout t h3 l.4t : 
STZ th::i c:. :::-t i l l ,3ry pie ces a.r0 es t ablished in s e cure f i xed positions and a r e us 8d 
mostly ~s ~e f3ns 1vz yat he r than offens~'? w0apons. 
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c. .Artillery forward obse~rer:s ti.1·e not a~ailable to the squadron troopS on 
9perations. conducted ~.ithin th(3 IV CT.Z; .~he squadron has the orgainic capability 

. · of ?-djusting :artillery ·utilizing the. aero.:.Scout · observer and pilot. When . 
. . ... . . . ·: :artillery ·fiI'tJS. a.re· :us:ed . in . conjunct.ion . W:!-t}i t~~ . ai.r .catrt\lcy oper~tions; the.: . 
· · ·aero-s:cout platoon ·personnel of' each air cavaJ..ry troop· adjus·t f'ires on ·the de- .· 

sired targets in t):le absence of an airP<>J;"?le forward. oooerver. ,_ . . · 

. . .d. 'ractica1. air support : is utilized :to _destroy targets beyond the c&pabili< . 
. · .. of. 0rga.n_ic . air. w~S..:Pons .•. . kx. Jli.r Fqrce· /l.ir~U.auo.n t~am .·iS > pi~qed· .in :supp(;,r:t O~-~ - . 

the air cavalry s 'quadrori to· coordinat'e and direct the employinent of TAC air by 
the squadron _and its .. orgainib elements• The capabillt.ies ·of the · ·JU[) :are .. 
lirii.ited: by the ·absence of an assigned 0-1. Squadron TAC air . is · cqntrolled by 
the provincial Forward Air Controllers (FAC) in the areas whe·re a troop or 
squadron is employed. Preplanned air strikes are utilized by the squadron 
against lmown t a r gets acquire d from previous intelligence and r .3connaissance . 
Immediate air strikes and troops-in-contact strikes are the most commonly used 
when TAC air is available to the squadron. Usually TAC air is readily 
available for pre planned division operations; however, when operating with 
the 44th S TZ it i s very rare l y available in support of a cavalry mission. 

3.7 Utilization of the Squadron J.J,OfF.AC Team 

a. S quadron employment within the 44th S TZ requires the squadron IB AF air 
liaison and forwa rd air control t e am (ALO/ FAC) to coordinat e closely with the 
s e pcirate s ector ALO/ FAC1 s t o insur e adequat e air s upport for the air caval r y 
squadron t hroughout the entire zone. The difficulty in communications within 
the Etrea when coordinating with t hese s2ctors is paramount and may involve a l l 
of thase sectors . as the air cavalry troops execute the. reconnaissance mission. 
It ii? ·necessary fo+ the ALO/FAC to be familiar with all the· sectors in which the 

· air cavalry troops operate. 

b. In the event that an air cavalry troop plans on deploying its ground 
forces, it is L'llperative that the FAC be airborne, particularly prior to and 
during the insertion and extraction to render any TAC air support needed. TAC 
air support should be available to the air cavalry to allow ad0quate support 
through the i' .. LOjFAC when needed . The air cavalr'J squadron uses preplanned 
airstrikes only in an offensive operation involving a prcstrike of a landing 
zone. Imne di at e airs trikes are used by tha squadron on a continuous bas is to 
attack t a rgets of opportunity., The .AJ.J)/Ff .. C attached to the s c;_uadron cannot co-
ordinate or control airstrikes in the 44th STZ in support of the air cavalry 
squadron effort with t.he present o:i.ssion requirements. The AIJJ/FAC cannot be 
in two locations ( vd th two troops) at the same time. 
3.8 Fixed I nstal lations 

a. The employment of the air cavalr.r squadron and its troops is affected 
bµt Irit over adversely by the establi3hment of fixed installations. The troop 
units, except for the cavalry troop, nonnally return to the base camp daily 
for security and maintenance reasons. The lack of aircraft revetments at field 
sites imposes a hazard to the air cavalry troop remaining overnight at an in­
secure foruard area. This concept, presently dictating the daily return of the 
air cavalry troops to tr.at base camp, alters some facets of the role of air 
cavalry. Orgo.nizstion of the s q:ia.d.ron for combat~ utilizing troop trains and 
field trains, forward ~rea comI:l3.nd J?OSts and rear area base camµ; is not fully 
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exercised because of the teIT&in and tha missi~n, Troop maintenance of aircraft 
fixed at the bnse camp results in highar over~il ai~~raft availability due to 
the facilities available and the close supervision o.nd support of squadron-level 
maintenance. Hence any time disadvantage in returning to base camp daily is off­
set by the higher productiVity of the. mG.intenance and support activities. 

b... T-he communica.tion capa.bi-lity of tho squadron from a. comm.and nnd control 
pos:tur.o . dacr-~ases som0vhat with fixod in»ta11ation opvrutions. P.JrnUJl.3nt comoun~ 
cation syst:ins a.r.J .J-StublishJd, thus r.)ducing th3. high mobility f.3ntur3 of·. th_) c.­
c~vc.lry squadron, With th:> nircrc..ft spJ .:id, timo distnnc.} factors aro r.)duced ar' 
th0 probJ.ar.i. is mininized. 

J.9 logistical Support 

a . Based on the p<nmanent installation configuration of the squadron, ex­
ce pt fo r some extended field operations by the cavalry troop, logistical support 
has boon dictated by guidelines established within the IV CTZ. Class I supplies 
are 3e&red to a defined ration breakdown, thus limiting the squadron to pre­
planned r~tJin;-."; issue and consolidation of messes. The logistical system itself 
has linited f 1 Axi.bility for squadron deployment a.way from its base camp on im­
mcdio.to missions. This situation presents numerous problems since garrison type 
rations are issued 3 days in advance and carmot be immediately exchanged for 
fi3 l d re. tions • This pro blom how-:::v 3r is not peculiar to IV CTZ. Troop mess 
teo.;ns :;.r9 pooled to operate a consolidat .3d s<iuadron mess and no requirement exist 
to break out the mess teams to individual troops except for the cavalry troop 
on p~,;planned se·~a.rute operations. Trocp employment based on weekly operational 
guide.nee allows for prop3r coordinatior: of logistical support. Changes to this 
prepln.11.c"":ed forcas t do disrupt logistical support plan..'1.ing. 

b. If the squadron were to . deplby on an extended operation, it wouid re:­
quira additional logistical support to pJrf orm sustained operations. Air cavalr: 
troop aircraft can;1ot be continuously used to accomplish resupply and admi:nistra­
tive missions. Corps aviation assets must necessarily be made available to the 
squadron on a mission request to support logistical requirements, however these 
assets are extremely. limited. The CH-47's in support of IV Corps are heavily 
committed and cannot be made r-eadily available on a mission request to support 
the squP .. d.ron ·as needed. - The lack of aerial logistical support in the IV CTZ 
forces the ajr cavalry squadron to consolidate requests from each troop and then 
obtain the neodGd supplies utilizing its own organic aircraft. The 164th CAG car. 
proviL~G only li.TUited outside aviation support to the squadron because all assets 
are centrally controlled on daily commitments by the IV CTZ with little remaininL 
to support the aviation battalions or the air cavalry squadron in logistical re­
supp2.y and consolidation of supplies for pick-up. 

J.10 Zmployment of the Air Cavalry Troop J~ ro-Rifle Platoon 

c. . The aero-rifle platoon in the air cavalry troop is not committed within 
the IV CTZ as doctrine recommends because of its relative size and the lack of 
immediate ARVN reaction forces and air mobile assets to support the insertion 
and lend assistance. The insertion of an aero-rifle platoon in many areas of IV 
CTZ c-0illd result in annihilation of the entire platoon if immediate mobile re­
action forces were not available to combat the opposing forces. Within the 44th 
STZ where the mobility for the reaction force is not readily available, the 
connnitted aero-rifle platoon would have to fight a delaying action due to the 
exten~~d period of tims required to get the airmobile reaction force on the scene 
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h. T·he air cavalry troop· Working with th3 ARVN .. divisions has an AAVN ·re'."" 
ac,~ion force, but it is seldom conl!l11tted becausa the divisions continue with 
their preplanned operation a.~d do not a.l\Jays have the fl3x:ibility to e.xploj.t the 
·findings of the. . cavalry reconnaissance. 'J;'his hes happened on rnuneroua divisional· 

: : ·operatioPs. s_upP(,rted by · cavalry as~ ~ts~ . . · the~.fo~ . the ~i,r .. cavaJ.rY. troop dO~s · oot 
0 

· commit its · organic· 8.Gro-rifle platoon .to . establish contact . i:.f .f~llow~up .~ction · .· 
cannot be as-s:Ured. Failure to axplo:ft tlie.se :findings · sometimes ·resltlts . in the 
loss of s igni.ficant . vc kills and limits the . 9ffecti venass. of the• re9onnaiss ance 
mission. 

a~ ·Base4 on the .present -~ncept of connnitment .of ·the . s ·quad~~ assetS by 
air cavalry troop in the IV CTZ areas of operation, the· squadron .does lose some 
capability of consolidation of aircraft, weapons and infantry platoons under 
squadron control. This technique of organization for combat is 3mployed by the 
squadron to accomplish its broad mission and tailor ths troop:; to meet th8 
situation without additional A.~VN support. 

b. The cavalry t~oop has the capability of be ing employed as the squadron' ~ 
ainnobile rcs orV•3 in a dismounted role to compl::iment tho c&pabiliti3s of tho air 
cavalry rifle platoons when the squadron is employed as an entity. This t e c:hniq·, 
of 3mployment hos not b 3::m utilized in the IV CTZ primarily b3cause the limited 
lift capability of tho squadron cannot be massed und3r th3 concapt of indopenden­
operations in wide ly s 3pa.rated ar3as of operation. This situation as it pres ent: 
eXists , depri V3S the sqt:adron COJ!l.I'!&nder of th3 capability t o employ the cava::i ry 
troop as an airnobil3 i·3s0rve to assist the rifle platoons in devoloping s ig~1ifi 
cant targats or to ~xploit a target davclo~d by an air cavalry troop riflepu;~ 

c. 'i'~he cavalry tr·r:op ce.n -be erilpldyed ·as a "mounted force or in the dismount ·· 
role bas ad on · miss ion requirements~ The versatility of this ilnit provides the 
squadron with trsm~mdous flexibility in orgainizing for combato The cavalry tro .. 
has b::ien employed on many occassions to supplement and complement the capabiliti 
of the air cavalry troop rifle platoons. 

3.12 Employment of Independent Fire Teams 

a. Fire teans of the air cavalry troop should not be scrambled to assist 
units in contact like the organic weapons platoon of an airmobile company. This 
detachm<mt r ·esults in an air cavalry troop lessening its capability to conduct 
visual reconnaissance (VR) covered by organic support. 

b. The air cavalry troop and squadron is a self sufficient unit and employ 
the scouts and wea?Ons simultaneously to conduct the primary mission of VR. Whs_ 
a fir.3 team is dispatched by a unit to assist another element in contact the 
capability of the air cav troop to conduct sustained visual reconnaissance is 
inhibited. Scout IDHr s cannot adequately VR at tree top level and develop a 
situation without organic fire tear.is at altitude working as a combined arms team 
and covering force. 

3.13 Communications 

a. Air Cavalry troop connnunications 

(1) In order for the Air Cavalry Troop to perfonn its mission capitelizing 
upon its capabilities and charact0ristics to the maxi.mun, it is nec0ssary for th, 
troop to maintain absolute control over its el0mants. It is necessary that the 
following radios be maintained for connnand and control on missions withiif the ···rv 
CTZ. 

34 



(a) FM Ground Command Fr:Jquency. 

(b) UHF, FM: - Troop Command Freqtlency. 

(c) VHF, Ft1: - Troop Pl atoon Fre quency. 

(d) Additional UHF - The troop CO will designate at least one helicopter 
to monitor the air mission cor!llllander (llMC) UHF frequency when the troop is 
'Working in conjunction with airmobile operations. 

(2) The troop base camp maintains FM Squadron Command communications and r . 
lays to squadron any intelligence spot r eports or situation reports. 

b . Sq~clron ·Radio .. Nets: 

(1) Tho 1i.ir CavaL-r-y Squadron operates FM and .AM radios for communications 
wit!1in its organization. The radio nets employed at squadron leve l are: 

(a) Squadron Cmmnand Net : Fi1 

(b) S quadron Command Net: .AH to troops operating away from bas e camp. 

(c) Squadr on inte l l i genc.3/oper ation Net : FM 

(2) Th.J sque.dron being bn.sed at a f i xed l oca lity with i ns t all ation posture 
does ;:10t GY>Brcis e its s~t-..c:.dron &.dministrat i ve/logi s tica l net FH. Ins tal lation 
tel8phones se rve thi s purpose . The radios designated for this net 1)UgIJ.ent · 
air cavalry squadron 32/3 t a ct i cal op3r ation cente r (TOC) to mainta in i t s com­
munication capabi lity. 

c . Nets to higher he u.dquarters; The air cavalry squadron is aut horiz8d Ft-1 : 
fiM , HF and r adio t eletype (RI'T ) radios for communication with the hi gher he ad­
quar-t.~ rs , the 164th Avn Gp$ All radio s ys tems are available to provid'3 ade quate 
conununi cation \-Jith the 164t h Aviation Group on a standby or as r equire d basis. 

C. . Speci a l Pur pos e Net s: Ta ctical air dire ct ion ne t UHF . The s quadron 
ALQ_,FAC is equi ped wit h two ve hicular mounted UHF , ground- t o-air r adio s e t s 
which enabl s him to oper ate in the tactica l air dir e ction net. Pres ently thes e 
t\vo sets a r e not being uti lized be cause the air cavalry troops op.3rate a gr eat 
dist::; :~c0 from the bas e camp. Ro Etd trafficability is poor t o t hes e a reas and 
security i s poor unless guo.:.rdcd by squadron n.ss :Jts.. The lJJJfFAC cannot operate 
this net f rom the s quadron's base location o.nd direct T4C nir ·into air cavalry 
ar0as of operation, 

3 . 14 I nt8lligen c3 Collection 

~ . Accurate intelligence collection and dissemination within the IV CTZ is 
critical to s uccessful employment of the air cavalry squadron. Troop employment 
on a daily basis to eithe r the 44th STZ or to one of the three ARVN divisions 
r equires an a ccura t e updated intelligence collection effort of the pertinent 
areas of oper ationo Because of the great dispersal of areas covered, the squad­
ron intelligence staff must rely heartly on the 164th Aviation Group S-2 and IV 
Corps Advisory Team G2 for updated infonnation about an area of operation for 
the troops cor.uni tted. The IV CTZ advisory staff consolidates intelligence but 
does ::ot diss eminate the i nfo rmation t o the s upported troop for a s pe cific 
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ofklraticm. Ir.t0lligance annexus to routine operation orders are a rare item of 
issue in the IV CTZ however ~he information can and is made available on request. 
T~ principal reason for thl.s .:8 t.he _large ad\Tisory role of U3 personnel in IV 
CT~. 

b. Intelligence briefings to a committed troop are essential to prepare 
the troop for its employment into the area of operation. The lack of intelligenc~ 
information to .the squadron may require the co:i:.mitted Q.lem~nts to spend extra 
hour.s ·performing_ .. reconriafssanpe iii. ·de~ail. Prior. kpowledge of the· ~ntelligence -
the area of operation provides for a · greatar concentration of aerial reconnaissar 
in . key locations· _and the scout team i,s fully aware of what ~t9 expec£ .. and · what · to· 
look for. 

c . In their OPCON status) the air cavalry troop.5 relay all the intelligence 
infonnation to the supported unit thus the co:~sction effort lies ~ithin the 
supported unit. Squadron inte lligence collection is li."'llited in attempting to pH · 
an operation for t he squadron since intelligence gathering must frequently be 
accomplished prior to each oper at ion. Currant background information is not 
al•iays QVO.ilable within the S quadron and it is frequently outdatad based on 
intsUilE 24-3 6 hours old. · 

d . The ~ir cava lry squadron ha s th~ organic capability to raa ct to in­
telligence infonnat ion llllL1!3C.iat8ly. Ree.ct ion to intelligance information pass ed 
through numsrous channels results in time co11suraption and old information once 
i t r 3aches t h3 us e:.i~ . 'Ihis r 3sults in a fruit2_9s s attempt t o r eact days late r. 

3.15 R:l conna iss ance Altitud9s 

. a. ·The IV Corp.5 Tactical _Zone topography allo11s t}J.e air · cavalry squadron to 
utilize nap-of-the-earth flight t; chniques to bettor i ts reconnaiss ance effort. 
Employment of the ae ro-scout a.nd ao ro-weapo:r<..s te2.rns enables the air cavalry to 
obtain better reconnaissance and specific area coverage by employing the scout 
t eam LOH1 s flying at low altitudes over the a r ea . A high r Gcon is first made frc. 
500' and then the scout team flies low and at a slower airspeed to conduct a de­
tailed r e connaissance of the area . Nap-s>f~the earth flight provides the 
element of surprise and offers sane concealrne:::t. This te chnique gives the LOH 
tha capability of a ccurate l y marking t he targats for the w3apons team in support. 

b. The ."IH-lG utilized properly is not designed as a reconnaissance vehicle . 
Established as a supporting i ·Jdapc:::i for the sco'.lt team, it has been found that 
th3 mos t eff e ctive altitude is 1500' and a minimum altitude of 500' for ter­
mination of t a r get engag-ement. The low l eve l gunship tactics long associated 
wit h the UH-lC are not totally compatible wit:b.. the AH-lG since it is totally ex­
posed from the rear and does not have th9 advantage of covering door gun fire. 
Further, tho clos ed cockpit makes detection of ground fire impossible, unless 
hit. The supporting role of the AH-lG requires it to be in continuous visual 
contact and at an altitude which will provide immediate and responsive close 
fire support for the scouts. 

3.16 Operational Plan.'ling 

a. The ARVN elements in IV CTZ plan most tactical opera.tions involving the 
164th Aviation Group aviation assets as airmobile combat assault operations. 
Planning of these operations usually takes place three to s even days in advance 
of the pr::iplc.rn1ed operation i:i or de r to obta ir. IV Corps c.pproval and allocation 
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of aviation resources. The 164th Aviation Group supplfos all aviation support 
to Cori:s and IV Cori:s allocates the aviation ass~ts by lift a~d fire suppO'rt 
elements to support the ground schemd of m1f11<;ji.lver~ Usua11:ti the air cavalry; 
support is allocatad lw ~J.:a.· "'-avalry troop• The troop is placed under operational 
control c=: -~.l- .1.·0questing unit for the conduct of the operation. The operation 
n0 rr--c.:u.Y entails an a.innobile insertion into a preselected LZ and a search and 
aestroy operation of the area concluding with an aimobile extraction before dark . 
The cavalry unit is usually tasked to perform araa reconnaissance for the opera­
tion, and the airmobile insertion may be adjusting in chronology or locatio~ . 
based on. tho findings ·of the: aircavalry o The preplanned operations conduCted 
in IV CTZ ht:..ve limited flexibility to react to an enemy sighting by the squadron 
in areas other than the planned oJ>3rational area and the ability to react and 
adjust is a function of the particular 1'.RVN unit/commander being supported. \v'tiil 
soma hav3 demonstrated great :fle:x:ibility, others are somewhat reluctant to de­
part from established sch3dules and locations. 

b. The nission forecast for cavalry support is issued by a wookly operatic: 
e l g~idanc8 orde r published by the 164th Aviation Group. Changes in this op3ra­
tional guidance c:.ra frequently based upon itelligenca and an extr'3m3ly fluid t a c­
tical situation. Consequently, air cavalry troops may be r oquirod to plan their 
miss ions bas9d on a Liaison visit the night before the s chcdule d opGration. When 
the support3d unit changes, a hasty Liaison visit is required to coordinaate the 
support r oquestod and the turbulenc.:; from these mission changes nay affect propG.J · 
mission and logistical support planning. The key in such situations is that the 
squadron has the inherent flaxibility to divert its assets on a momonts notice a: 
r:;:-::a ins totG.11~7 n ission ori::mtad . 

3 . 17 Unit Intagrity 

a. · The air _cavalry squadron's ae rial reconnaissance capability has been 
reduc3d by 1/3 with the attacrm1ent of one a ir cavalry troop to a sister squadron. 

b. Operation Blackhawk in the 44th STZ would be enhanced i."'llilleasurably if 
backed by continuous squadron support utilizing all three air cavalry troop:; on ~ 

rotational recoTL.~aissance affort, supported by the cavalry troop as a reaction 
forc3. This would allow the squadron tc operate as an entity with a unified mis­
sion exarcising ell of its organic ass3ts in a squadron role. The mission assigr. 
~3~t would ce to the squadron proper under operational control of the 44th S'.i'Z. 
The additional air cavalry troop would provide the flexability and combat power 
necessary to interdict the entire zone on a sustained basis. 

c. The combined arms capability of the entire squadron would apply tremen­
dous pressure on tb VC in IV CTZ. The pot.:mtial full squadron size employment 
can only bo r,~ged oy r eviewing the tactics and techniques of employr:ient of the 
1/9· LirCavalry Squadron in support of a di vis ion. 

S2 CTION IV HATEREL 

3.18 Aircraft 

a. The present assigned aircraft in the squadron mdet the r Gquirement to 
adequately conduct the mission. Employment of the air cavalry squadron by troop 
assignment does decrease the over-all availability of the squadron aircraft. 
This is counteracted by deploying the squadrons with two scout tea.ms each. The 
col:!:!l.ittment of troop aircraft on a daily basis· as a tailored force using 4 lDH's: 
4 UH•lH, 1 C&C, and 4 ltli-lGts assists the ~aintenance program and results in a 
sustained availability of these mission-ready aircraft per air cavalry troop. 
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b. The light observation helicopter OH-6A is the ideal helicopter to per-' 
form reconnaissance. Tm speed capability and fuel range combined with the ex­
cellent .observation characteristics enable the craw to perform detailed con­
.tinuou3 ·surveillance. · T};ie " employment of· the 0H...;.6A 'in teams provide ·residual . 
security for each aircraft and a redundant coverage in thi reconnaissance mission, 
The LO~ is limited during reduced visib~lity conditions by the configuration of 
the cockpit since rain distorts visibility through the bubble and foggipg caus~d 
by condensation results. in a loss of visual reference to th~ ground •. The LOH is 
not consi~ered adeq~ate for IFR ope.rations because of the . relative unreliab~lity . 
of the flight ins·trUinents·. · Night operations with the IDH are somewhat restrictiv 
because of the instrunKmt deficiency coupled with the :absence of .. a . night t;i..me . 
visible. horizon in .the Delta during the wet season. · 

c. The MI-lG helicopter provides excellent aerial weapons support to the 
air cavu.lry. The heli copt::n·, howevGr , is not a reconnaissance vehicle and can­
not oe oxpected to perform r e connaiss ance from its most effe ctive altitude of 
employment . The iJ!-lG is most vulnerable to ground fire from the rear and flanks 
at low altitudes. EmploymGnt of this helicopter as a teaTI member with th3 OH-6A 
makes a most effe ctive combination capable of neutralizing targets of opportuni ty 
L:linite.tions of the AH-lG e.re not confin;:id to its vulnerability to ground fire , 
but also to the instrumentation of the aircraft. The ina ccuracy of the attitude 
indicator and the vertical speed indicator l:linit the helicopter during night 
flight. On a target strike at high airspeed and low e.ltitude , the .AH-lG has a 
t endency to s 0ttlo with po~ier on pullout from a dive . Response to flight control: 
at a lo~ .' altitude is slow and pi lot t3chnique must be stres sed to combat this 
feature of the aircraft . 

d • . The UH-lH helicopter: performs its mi_ssion of air t ransport in .a most 
sat:i,sfactory .mannar • . The: increased ho!'Se pewer, lift capability und refineme.nts 
over the UH-lA, B and D models -:mables the UB:-lH to perform under all conditions 
in the Delta . 

e . The UH-lC command and control helicopter has only recently been r 0pla ced 
by the UH-lH in the Air Cavalry squadron. The UH-lC was an ideal vehicle for the 
commanderts command and control aircraft and had the maneuve r ability and armament 
desired by th3 commander to exer cise command and control a~d influence the action 
when neeced . The UH-lC complemented the weapons platoon A..'-I-lG with i ncreased 
firepower, but lacks the airspeed inherent t o the AH-lG. The relative :inpc.ct of 
r eplacing the UH-lC cannot be addressed at this time because the experience base 
is not yet adequate to draw f i rm and defensible conclusio:?:!s. 

3 .19 ;,ircraft Weapons Sys tcns 

a. The OH-6.A weapons system XM 27 El is very effective against targets of 
opportunity; however, due to jamming and amnruni tion expenditure there are tir1es 
when tho weapons system becom3s unus able. The gross weight of the IDH with its 
crew and the XM 27 system w/a!!lll1Unition does not allow the utilization of a crew 
chief/gun_~er to increase the fire power of the aircraft. The additional person 
can be carried if th:l XM 27 ammunition is r educed by 50 per cent and fuel r e ­
duced by 100 pounds, however such a configuration renders the IDH very critical o:r 
flight maneuvers and reduces the overall combat effectiveness of the helicopter. 
A critical factor to be considered when a crew chief/gunner is carried on the 
IDH is the problem created in eva.cuation of a <hwnai OH-6A crew 0 The OH-6A wing 
ship in a team can successfully evacuate a two man crew and the weapons s:'Stem 
of its teammate aircraft under emergency situations . This can be done sa:ely 
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and it can sustain flight for a !!hart distance to a secure area. The best 
solution to date for increased a!1n.sinent for the Ol!-6A is the observer's use of 
a CAR-15 • . This weapon with acditiohal magazines of a.mmunitions provides a very 
effective augmentation to supplemant the :XM 27 El system. · 

b. None of the weapons systems utilized are affected by the wet season in 
the IV CTZ. The ~.75 w/17 lbs warhead has proven very effective against targets 
in tho Dal ta since tP,e . incree..s~-. of the water · table reduce the effects of the aill...:i 
Ilition. The irrt:oroduction of the· VT fuze however has overcome ·the reduced lethal~ 
ty proble!il of the point detonating fuze in flooded areas. 

c. The 40mm M-5 systam is one of the most effective single weapons system 
in the Delta during the w0t season, Its characteristics of area coverage are no·;_ 
chnnged with the increased water table. The air cavalry squadron no longer has 
1!-5 s;1":> fa WS a1railable sinc·3 these systems were turned i:: with the UH-lC nodel 
helicoptGrs. The loss of this weapon leaves the squadron without an intermGdiat<: 
r ange weapon. :xl·1-28 weapons syst;:uus have been requested for the AH-lG' s of th3 
squadron to restore the intermediate rnnge weapons capability to each air cavalr: 
troop • 

.3.20 Vehicles 

The TOt·J vahicles of the cavalry troop arJ not compatible with the terrain in th~. 
Delta. The 106mm recoilless rifle vehicles are extremely vulnerable to soft 
ground Ec~:d for the nost L'l:°~rt ~re Gntirely ros.d bound . Tb non- availabilit y of 
TO&E winches on the 3/ 4 -c0n trucks of the troop further COI!lplicates the t r af -
ficability problem since a TCX'.:.E rccoV·"Jry vehicle is not at:.thorized., 

3.21 Ground Weapons 

The we npo:!1S of the cavalry troop are '1cll suited to the Delta environment with 
an adequate distribution of long and short range weapons. The 106mm recoilless 
rifle is an extremely eff"!:ctive weapon in providing perimeter s e curity anc in the 
counter-ambush role using beehive ammunition. 
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PARrr 4 

CONCWSIONS 

S:ECTION I. GENER.AL 

4.1 Weather 

Air cavalry squadron operations in the IV CTZ are affected only slightly 
by the predominent weather conditions during the wet season. The weather 
has not altered appreciably the employment or role of air cavalry during 
the monsoon season in the Delta. 

4.2 Reconnaissance by Fire 

The population density in the IV CTZ restricts the technique of 
r econnaissance by fire by the air and g~ound cavalry ex~ept in specified 
strike zones. The rules of engagement when applied to the combat reconnais­
sance missions conducted by the air cavalry squadron dictate that visual 
reconnaissance be utilized in preference to reconnaissance by fire. 

4.3 Unit Integrity 

a. Squadron mi_3f-.ions are presently 1.aade up of troop sized operations 
based on Corps direct.ed commitments. Due to the magnitude of mission 
assign~ents and great dems.nd for air cavalry by units in the IV CTZ, the 
squadron must be employed by troop size commitments hence the principal 
command and control headqua.rters is denied the capability to perform a 
specific missi0n and unit integrity is split. 

b. To perform reconnaissance missions, doctrine states that the 
air cavalry is not f~agmented, but is employed as a unit with air 
elements and ground elements in close oonjunction so that their respective 
capabilities are fully exploited and complementary. In the Delta, the 
basic air cavalry unit by necessity becomes the troop because of ext.ensive 
commitments. Mission type orders are currently issued to the squadron 
by higher headquarters and the squadron then analyzes the requirement 
and issues orders to subordinate troops for execution. This allows 
the staff to fu.~ction and detail the mission to the best suited element 
of the squadron, thus exercising the staff and consequently the entire 
chain of coill!W,nd. OperaticJi3 orders and staff planning is limited when 
late mission changes occur and necessitate the use of 11 Frag11 type orders 
as opposed to complete operations orders. 

4.4 Route Recon.118.issance 

The doctrine for the conduct of route reconnaissance missions in 
the Delta has not changed from published doctrine on cavalry employment. 
The limiting factor in the performance of this mission is the non-traffi­
cability of the terrain on the flanks of the roadbed. This deficiency 
is overcome partially by the use of air cover on the flanks. 
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4.5 Wheel Vehicles 

The -grouni cavalry troop is not capable of perforinj.ng ' its pr;ima.ry 
'Iniss:i..on .of ground reconnaissance due .to . the liriiitations ·of its· ·organic 
'Whee~ vehicles in the Delta terrain. . The TO&E under Whicb tbis :troop 
was organizea.was prepared .based. on the a.irIIX>bile concept of all vehicles 

· being .air t.~a:.."1.Spo~tab~e. . Under :the present concept o~ air .cavalry .. · · 
employIOO'nt ·in _the ·Delta, t~e . requj,r.ement.·: · ~or· the cavalry troqp_ to .retain 
.an air transportable corif~.auration is: not riiandatory •· A: requirement· does 
exist fo~ . _the cavalry trqop to conduct contin\l,ed mounted reconnaissance 

·operations .. thro.ughout·· IV QTz.· · 

4. 6 US Air Force Support 

The AID/FAG 1 s capabilities for providing support to the squadron 
would be greatly enhanced if an 0-1 type aircraft were available for 
t he control of immediate TAC air support to the squadron or individual 
troops. His ground vehicles serve such a purpose in a conventional 
environment, but not in an airmobile situation 'Where the equipment is 
unsuited for the terrain and cannot keep pace with a fast moving situation. 
The physical security measures required if the ground vehicles were 
deployed with t he ' air cavalry would be prohibitive. 

4,7 Reduced Capability 

a. Due to normc.l attrition, infusion, and combat losses the 
aero-rifle .platoons of t he air cavalry troops at the presept time are 
at r~dl.1.C~ .st~ength.. Beca.us~ of . their limited strerlgth; almost any 
reduct i on \.tlt.hei:it an immedi ate ·fill severely l:lniits the capability of 
each air cavalry troop and t he squadron to perform the ground mission. 
An urgent requirement exists to keep these platoons at proper strength 
with qualified personnel or attach the platoons to the cavalry troop to 
provide a ::;quadron reaction force. 

b. The detached air cavalry troop, l! B11 Troop, is n8eded to increase 
and compl ement the squadron ' s capabilit ies to conduct sustained opera­
tions -.,.tlthin the 44th STZ of the IV CTZ. As presently tasked, the 
squadron covers the border area with two troops, but when special 
mis sions arise elsewhere in IV Corps, one troop is diverted and one 
half the border is uncovered. The third troop would eliminate this 
void. 

c. The installation posture inherent to the Delta region caused by the 
expanse of the terrain and security req:iirements creates a loss in 
squadron flexibility and mobility. Sustained operations away from the 
base camp can only be conducted by the cavalry troop of the air cavalry 
squadron. The air cavalry troops are limited in staying power away 
from base camp because of maintenance and supply limitations. 

4.8 National Police Assistance 

Utilization of the Vietnamese National Police to assist US units 
in dismounted sweeps throughout the IV CTZ has greatly increased the 
unit's combat effectiveness. 
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4. 9 Team Employment 

Frequently in emergency situations, the air cavalry troop, by 
virtue of their vast amount of fire power, is used in a protective or 
fire support role rather than on reconnaissance type missions. The 
troop is organized and equipped to operate as a unit, consisting of 
tea.ms composed. of aero-scout, aero-rifle and aero-weapons. The 
capabilities and characteristics of these elements are designed to 
complement each other and the loss of one of these capabilities 
restricts the ability of the unit to perform the assigned mission. 
Once the aero-rifle platoon is committed and inserted, the troop is 
fully conmri.tted a.'1d cannot be expected to accomplish any additional 
missions away from the inserted element. Because of a lack of artillery 
support and limited tactical air support in some Delta areas, cavalry 
fire support is frequently the most responsive to emergency situations 
in border areas. Only then is diversion ju8tified• 

4.10 Reaction Forces 

Rea0tion forces in support of the air cavalry squadron must be ma.de 
available with an airmobile lift capability to react to the air cavalry 
troop or squadron findings. This point has been brought out as the key 
to the effective employment of air cavalry in the Delta. ARVN division 
operations are begi nr ... ing to ref::pond to exploitatio:is of cavalry contacts 
and deviate from e~1ier a.'1d more outmoded preplanned airmobile concepts. 

4.11 Detached Aircraft 

Authorized aircra..ft of the squadron cannot be detached from the 
squadron withcut adversely affect:irg the mission of the troops. The 
detachment of assets from an assault helicopter company will not 
seriously impact upon its capability to sustain operations as it would 
an air cavalry troop. Tnis reduces the squadron coI:iIIJander•s capability 
and flexibility in having available assets to meet the many situations 
requiring rapid reaction. 

4.12 Logistical Support 

Corps aviation assets should be made available to the air cavalry 
squadron for logistical support, otherwise the squadron must use combat 
elements to rre.ke a squadron consolidated supply pick up at depot areas 
outside the IV CTZ. 

SECTION II SUMMATION 

4.13 Employment Concept 

a. The air cavalry squadron has been employed in the IV CTZ for a 
period of approximately six months and the concept of employment .Per se 
does not differ greatly from established doctrine and utilization 
throughout Vietnam. The principal factor which affects this employment 
is the great demand for air cavalry support which then dictates that 
the squadron be fragmented into troop size commitme~ts. This practice 
of fragmenting the squadron1 s assets decentralizes command and control 
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and actually makes the squadron headquarters function llk:)re difficult 
and demanding because more situations oust be m:mitored and developed 
as more missions are accomplished. The other principal variant of 
cavalry operations in. the Delta is the comma.rrl relationship between the 
air cavalry and the . Vietnamese ground elements. . Since the U3 forces 
are not in command but in an advisory ro~e, fu1.l cooperation and combat 
effectiveness cannot be attained unless .a I!llltual rapport ani respect . 
is e.stablished. between· the two forces. · Such 18 ·the ~asei with the cavalry 
and they ar e held ·in highest esteem by all units with whom they have 
worked. . 

b. The very nature of the enemy in the Delta demands aggressive 
reconnaissance on the part of the air cavalry squadron. The enemy in 
t he Delt a are principally guerillas, both main force and local force, 
using insurgency tactics of sabotage and terroism, seldom massing to fight. 
Since the enenw is highly elusive, aggressive reconnaissance avuntually 
leads to enerrrf contact and a fight. The cavalry maintains this contact 
while infant:::-y troops are lifted into the battle area to assume control 
o~ the situaticn. T'.nese supporting troops can be lifted in usii"'lg 
squadron lift aircraft or airmobile assets from an aviation battalion. 
An air cavalry troop can and has ·perf ormed missions of this nature as 
an independent unit; however, the operational hazards peculiar to 
IV CTZ are numer ous due to the tactical posture and geographical dispo­
s i tion of the AHVN c.::-;:ibat and combat-support units . There are numerous 
areas throughout. IV CTZ , spedfically in the 41+th STZ, which cannot be 
supported by artille!"J fire. This situation, coupled with t.he. f~ct '._ that 
other squadron elements are. not immediately and continuou51y· available 
for support, ~auses a reluctan~e on the part of the troop coIIJma.ri:ier ~o 
insert his rifl e platoon to investigate suspect areas which cannot be 
adequately r econnoitered from the air. The insertion of the rifle platoon 
is essential on many occasions to ensure that the enemy is not overlooked 
i n heavily vegetated or forested areas. Prior to inserting the rifle 
platoon, the troop commander must insure that supporting forces are 
available to protect the platoon and to exploit any contact made by the 
platoon. The t ime r equired to insert an ARVN reaction force at the 
point of contact reduces somewhat the effectiveness of an air cavalry 
troop. Because of extensive daily operations, the available lift assets 
in IV CTZ are committed continuously in support of ARVN o:perations and 
are not i rmnediately available to li~ a reaction f orce into an area 
where contact has been gained by the cavalry troops. The normal and 
most expeditious tech.~ique presently available is to divert lift ships 
to support a r eaction force mission. This system is not total.1¥ 
responsive to support an air cavalry troop due to the time delay involved 
in effecting the necessary coordination between ARVN units for aircraft 
diversion. The lift aircraft of the air cavalry troop can be used, but 
the reinforcement is extremely slow utilizing limited lift assets. 

c. For the most part, all of these problems will be eliminated as 
ARVN forces develop more experience with the air cavalry. The lack of 
artillery support will be overcome by employing additional gunships from 
squadron resources as required and reinforcing with armed helicopters 
from airmobile units. The reaction force could be employed using 
the combined squadron li~ capability until the diverted lif't assets 
arrive . Once the r eaction force is on the ground and has assumed control 
of the battle, the cavalry squadron can extract its organic rifle platoon 
or platoons, if they have been inserted, and the procedure is repeated 
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in another area. ·Gunships in general support of the Corps remain with 
the engaged pattalion or battalicms tb provide close fire support •. . It 
is entirely feasible urxler this coh~~pt that the squ.ach-on can develop 
far more contacts than the divisions ·can handle. Many of the present 
contacts are with small enenv units of squad and platoon size arxi not 
considered significant; but if a reaction force is conmrl.tted on each 
contact, the results of operations should be far superior .to the results 
achieved in a like period of time using conventional 11 search and destroy11 

tactics. 
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PART 5 

F..BCOHHENDATION 

SJ!:CTION I EHPWYMEUT REC0111,1ENDATI01'1.5 

5.1 Employment 

a. When at all possible it .is reconunended that the Squadron be 
employed as an entire unit on n:ost reconnaissance operations in the 
IV CTZ. This would allow the Squadron to maximize its capability for 
ir.~uediate reaction for exploitation and capitalize upon its tailored 
or3anization for combat to support any operation. However, airm:>bile 
quicl< reaction forces must be readily available to reinforce the 
coEu:titted Squadron when required. 

b. The normal employment of an air cavalry troop must not be 
r estricted to a set pattern on utilization of aircraft. The minimum 
quantitative requirement of organic aircraft which can effectively 
accOiaplish a troop size mission is: 4 OH-6.A 1 s, 4 AH-1G 1 s, 4 UH-1H 1 s 
and · l C&C aircraft. This minimum requirement is adequate for the troop 
to s'J.Stain operations by relief on station in a given area of operation. 
The troop commander should employ these assets as dictated by the 
situation with success of the mission being paramount and if the target 
dict ates, all aircraft can be used concurrently. 

--

c. The present detachment of the third air cavalry squadron, 11 B11 Troop_ 
limits the capability of the squadron to function in a squadron size role. 

·The scope of the present missfon of the air caVa.1.ry squadron in the IV CTZ 
is of such magnitude that the return of 11 B11· Troop to the squadron would 
greatly enhance its combat effectiveness and provide for even greater 
tactical successes. Operation Blackhawk could oe continuously covered 
with the surveillance means of three air cavalry troops and the Cambodian 
Border infiltration routes positively identified and elimiria.ted if 
ground troops exploit the cavalry contact. 

d. The cavalry troop should be a squadron controlled asset capable 
of i~ediate reaction to the squadron findings by L10unted, dismounted or 
airmobile means. This capability of the cavalry troop is readily avail.able 
when the squadron operates as an entity. 

e. tlhen the air cava~J troop is committed under the operational 
control of a unit, it nD.lSt be clearly established that the assets of 
the air cavalry troop cannot be split. Weapons tea.ms should be obtained 
from other resources within the IV CTZ, thus not detracting the air 
cavalry troop from its primar-f mission of reconnaissance and surveillance. 

f. The present employment of the air cavalry squadron is geared 
toward finding and fixing enenw forces and a reaction force is essential 
to exploit established contacts4 The corar:dtment of the air cavalry 
troop's aero-rifle platoon to develop a target is a direct funtion of 
the immediate avail.ability of a ready reaction force. Without this highly 
mobile force, the connnitted platoon ~Y firrl itself in an untenable positic. 
if significant contact develops. In the IV CTZ, reaction forces are not 
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always readily. available because of . the joirit nature of the operation, 
hence a reluctance to comriiit the platoon EiO$times precludes contact 
development; The ideal situation is for the airm'.>bile reaction battalion 
or battalions to be on standby With ayiation assets available to inine;.. 
diate]¥ lift this force into the area of operation. Presently this 
situation is not always possible because of widespread commitments and 
a reaction to cavalry contacts cannot alY.ays be effected using the 
reaction forces concept • . ARVN oon:ma.ndera in the Delta are rapi~ 
becoming. accli.IM.ted to the cavalry concept of e~loyment and are modi-

. fying their tactics ac.coi-dingly~ . Greater tactieal successes are then 
possible than through the use of earlier 11 search a.nd destroyn operations. 

g . Independent cavalry operations as an econoiey of force unit on 
special 4J.issions has paid high dividends. Based on the intelligence, 
the situation, and the mission, the cavalry squadron is an ideal combined 
arms team. for special operations such as raids on POW camps, VC communi­
cations, liaison headquarters and the like. When the situation permits, 
it is recommended t nat the cavalry squadron be given such iniependent 
tasks rather than in eonjun~tion with a separate force. If the task is 
beyond the squadron's organic capability only then should~ joint 
operation be launched. · 

h. The air c=i.valry squadron like other units in the Delta does 
lose some of its in.l:_,;:.~ent mobility due to the seasonal flooding of 
almost all the border areas. As a result, sustained operations are 
launched from a perr:B.nent base area where fixed base maintenance· facili ­
ties keep availability at.· a · high·. lev.el and more-than · compens?te for the. 
JO to 45 minutes . flying time required to:DT.ove to the forward staging areas. 
I-.imited aree.s in the Delta such as the seven mountains region lend 
themselves to extended forward staging operations and were utilized for 
such purposes early in the rainy season. It is recollIDlended that this 
tecl:u"1ique be utilized more extensively when the dr.r season returns and 
the terrain will accept fcrward basing. 

5. 2 Fire S11pport 

The importance of artillery fire to support air cavalr<J ope~atioris 
cannot be over emphas i zed. The ideal concept of cavalry employment 
visualizes the cavalry making the initial contact with the eneII\Y while 
airmobile forces are employed to provide direct support in fixing and 
finishing t he enem-.r force. ifa.xli..'UD tise oi '.\J:~· :-.:rm:L.lJ.ery aust be Jll'~~lized and 
both the cavalry and the reaction force can capitalize upon the benefit s 
of the artillery fires with no loss of support to either. 

5.3 Utilization of the AI1J/FAC Team 

It is recommended that the ALO/FAG team attached to the air cavalry 
squadron be authorized and augmented with an 0-1 or a comparable aircraft 
in the Delta region. The use of the aircraft would increase the 
effectiveness of the TAC air support to the squadron or any of its assets • 

. .... --.. ... . . 
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5.4 Intelligence Collection 

a. Intelligence gathering in the IV CTZ is effective, however the 
flow of intellignece is slow through channels. An air cavalry troop 
while OPCON to a supported. unit passes all infornation of intelligence 
nature to that supported unit. The squadron does not receive information 
on the contents of captured. document~ or PCM interrogation until the 
intelligence is :.published in a daily intsum and distributed. 

b. The squadron has the requirement to keep an updated intelligence 
collection for the entire IV CTZ. This is based on the individual troop 
employ1nent OPCON to any of the three ARVN divisions or the 44th STZ. In 
essence, the air cavalry squadron can and is required to operate anywhere 
in the Delta at anytime; therefore current intelligence of the whole 
area must be maintained. 

c. It is recommended that all intelligence available to IV Corps be 
passed to the squadron for consolidation as rapidly as possible. 
Immediate intelligence frequently breeds more intelligence and results 
in immediate reaction. 

5.5 Air boat Utilization 

a. During the wet season the air cavalry squadron can work very 
well in conju,J.ction with the airboats organic to the Special Forces in 
IV CTZ. These airboats if employed properly with adequate fire support 
can be used quite successfully as a mobile strike force against the enemy. 

b. It is recommended that the airboat concept be used more in 
conjunction with the air cavalry reconnaissance effort during the wet 
season in IV CTZ, specifically within the 44th STZ. 

5.6 Air Cavalry Troop Aero-rifle Platoons 

Strength of the rifle platoons of the air cavalry troop during the 
period analyzed has steadily ebbed as a result of combat losses, normal 
rotations and administrative absences. The squadron deployed from the 
states ~Tith a shortage of personnel in MC6 llB and did not receive 
replacements after arrival in-country. It is essential that the rifle 
platoons be kept up to strength in the interest of successful mission 
accomplishment. The insertion of these platoons is extremely limited 
when strengths are reduced because of their relative vulnerability when 
inserted. It is recommended that the rifle platoons of the squadron 
receive top priority for replacements until such time as they achieve a 
satisfactory combat posture. 

5.7 National Police 

a. Dismunted sweep operations within the Vinh long Province area 
on a daily mission basis in conjunction with National Police personnel 
have proven highly successful. 
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b • . These national police who are autQ.orized to search personnel and 
homes within the area greatly assist the unit and enhance its combat 
effectiveness • . Operations with the National Police promotes a better 
understanding between Vietnamese civilians and US soldiers. Their 
capability of interogation and translation while sweeping populated 
areas improves the intelligence gathering an:i the apprehension of 
suspects by combined US and Vietnamese forces. 

c. It is recommended that all US units operating in populated areas 
utilize the National Police to expedite interrogation and to assist in 
trans.lation. · 

5. 8 Additional Assets 

The present geographical boundaries and stationing of forces in the 
IV CTZ ideal.ly suits the Delta for the employment of four additional 
air cavalry troops. One trocp would fi.ll out the · orgcnio air cava~~-y 
squadron and each of three s eparate air cavalry troops should be stationed 
at Dong Tam, Vinh Long and Can Tho. The troop stationed at Dong Tam would 
be in direct support of the 7th ARVN Div; the troop at Vinh long would 
support the 9th ARVN Div and the Can Tho based troop would support the 
21st ARVN Div. The air cavalry squadron would be employed exclusively 
in the 44th STZ along the entire expanse of the Cambodian Border where 
the wission and the t errai n is hi ghl y compatibl e wit h t he squadron 
capabilities . 

SECTI ON II MATER IAL 
- - -

5. 9 Aircraft 

a. It is recoII1J~ended that the air cavalry troop aircraft be tailored 
to provide a suitable command and control vehicle for the troop con:m:ander. 
The loss of the UH-lC with additional FM radios and armament system denies 
the troop connr.a.nder some responsiveness and support. The UH-lH command 
and control aircraf't should as a minim.um be equipped with an XH-21 
weapons system to provide t he troop coliunander with a limited amount of 
r esidu.al f ire power to . influence the situation •. 

b. It is recormnended that the air cavalry troop be issued one more 
AH-lG for the aero-weapons platoon. Presently each air cavalry troop is 
operating with 9 .A.H-lG 1 s in each weapons platoon which is one short. of 
TO.&E authorization. This creates an unbalanced configuration within the 
platoon and an uneven distribution in two sections. 

5 .10 Aircraft vieapons Systems 

a. The aircraft weapons systems in the air cavalry squadron need to 
include the 40mm M-5 Kit or the M-28 system. The area coverage and 
accuracy of this weapon is ideal and its characteristics are unchanged 
by the seasonal conditions in the Delta. The 40rrnn grenade is especially 
effective when targets seek to hide under water which is a favorite tactic 
of the VC throughout the Delta. 
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5 .11 Aircraft Communication System 

a. There is a definite requirement for the air cavalry squadron and -
troop comma.Di and control aircraft (UH-lH) to have dual FM coliliDJiti.cation 
capability. The air cavalry troop and squadron coIIDJBnders and additionally, 
the SJ, have a definite need to have a dual FM; UHF, and someti.m35 HF 
radio while working in the IV CTZ. The HF requirement is based on the 
communication distance involved from any area of operation on the border 
to the installation base camp. The dual FM requirement is necessary to 
cope with the constant requirement to comnrunicate with troop ground units, 
the supported unit and the supporting units. 

b. The AN/ASC-10 &. 11 will solve this requirement and provide access 
to the necessary communication nets of the air cavalry troop and squadron 
com1Iand elements. The air cavalry squadron operating in the Delta region 
should be augmented with five AN/ASC-10 or 11• s to eliminate existing 
communication problems. The console should be equipped with one (1) HF 
one ( 1) UHF, and two ( 2) FE radios. The breakdown of the AN/ ASC-10 & 11 
within the squn.dron would be: 

HQ Troop l1vn Plat - 2 mounted in UH-·lH 

(1) co 

(1) S-2/3 

Air Cav Troop Avn Sec - 1 100unted in UH-lH 

Total Requirement - 5 mounted in 5 UH-lH 

5.12 Vehicles 

a. It is recommended that the wheeled vehicles presently authorized 
the cavalry troop be replaced vrith track laying vehicles, specifically 
the Hll3 Armored Personnel Carrier with the same configuration that has 
been c..dopted by the armored cavalry squadrons in country. This change 
would give the cavalr-f troop the mobility required to successfully 
perform the assigned mission and greatly enhance the overall capabilities 
of the squadron. It is suggested that the 106 recoilless rifle be 
mounted on top of the armored personnel carrier so that the firepower 
of this weapon is not lost to the troop. 

b. A suggested TO&E is as follows: 

(1) 7 M113 APC•s in each platoon (3 platoons) 

(a) 2 in the scout section 

(b) 2 in anti tank section 

( c) 1 in the rifle squad 
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