
23 January 1 990 

Dear Mlke, 

Just a short letter to send you some 1nformation. Yesterday I rece1ved the 
book I mentioned to you, and as I feared, it is not nearly as good as I wished. A 
great deal of the book is taken up with coin collecting, or in this case, "token" 
information. Many clubs issued their own tokens and these are explained and 
referenced in deta11 in the book (300+ pages). I am enclosing the only real maps 
ln the book. They offer some information but I don't know if they w111 be of value. 

On the maps of the four Corps areas I've made notations as to what the copier 
missed. There is some 1nformation on the naming of areas (base camps, 
airfields, etc. ) as dedications to certain people but there is no complete list of 
areas used by the military. 

I'll continue to go through it and pick out tiny bits of information that may be 
of interest in the writing of unit histories. 1'11 bring it with me in July to New 
Orleans. I plan to arrive in New Orleans on the afternoon of the 3rd to recover 
from the trip and prepare my stuff for the reunion, so I'll be there if you need any 
help. I made airline reservations to leave there on the afternoon of the eighth so 
I won't miss any committee meetings thts year. 

I'm still trying to contact the right people to get untt htstorles but so far 
have not made the proper contact. I have a couple of leads that I thought would 
provtde some help but they haven't come through yet. 

I've enclosed a letter from Ph11 Chinnery, from whom I have gotten nothing 
but requests. I asked him for information a Jong time ago and received nothing. 
In my letter to him about use of the use of call signs I asked him for a tiny bit of 
information but received this letter instead. He knows me because he got 
information from my father and kept photos my father told him he needed back. 
He's trying the same thing with me. Although he states he has "five box files of 
helicopter unit information" I doubt he'd ever allow us to use the information ... at 
least not without it costing us a great deal. I'm sending a copy of the letter to 
Roger with my recommendation but in my opinion Mr. Chinnery shouldn't get 
anything we have without paying for it in some way. 

Also enclosed is a copy of a letter received from the Smithsonian. I thought 
you might be interested in it. 

I'll be in touch but for now must get on to some other work. 
Take Care, 
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-------~-_..........------
PHILIP D. CHINNERY 

Telephone: I AVIATION AUTHOR AND PHOTOGRAPHER 

7th February 1990 

Dear Mike, 

Greetings, I hope you are well. It was nice to speak to you on 
the telephone last night. 

I enclose a signed copy of LIFE ON THE LINE, and I hope you 
enjoy it. Do you think the VHPA Newsletter editor might review 
the book if I sent him a copy? It has now been released in the 
States in paperback, as well as hardcover. 

Out of interest, I also enclose some details of three of the 
other books that I have written. The fourth, AIR WAR IN 
VIETNAM, a chronological history of the air side of the war, is 
only available in the States now and is fast becoming out of 
print. 

The book you are looking for is called INTO LAOS 'The story of 
of Dewey Canyon II/Lam Son 719', by Keith William Nolan. It is 
stocked by the Vietnam Bookstore at PO Box 122, Collinsville, 
CT 06022 at $18.95. 

For your interest, I also enclose a copy of the contents list 
for my forthcoming book, VIETNAM - THE HELICOPTER WAR. If you 
are interested in reviewing the chapter which covers the time 
you were in Vietnam, just let me know and I will run off a copy 
for you. 

I would like to offer to help the Historical Committee in any 
way that I can. As soon as I finish my current project I will 
photocopy anything that I think you can use and send it to you. 
In addition, if you would like someone to research the history 
of some of the more obscure units, such as the ACH-47 equipped 
lst/53rd Aviation Detachment; the various Scout units; any 
Marine squadron, or some of the Air Force units, such as the 
20th and 21st SOS, the 11th Tactical Drone Squadron or the 
various Search and Rescue squadrons, just let me know. 

Please let me know what you think of the book. 

All the best, 

~lj P.D.~ Info removed by VNCA 
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VIETNAM - THE HELICOPTER WAR. By Philip D Chinnery. 

CONTENTS: 

CHAPTER ONE. 1961. IN THE BEGINNING. 

THE DEFEAT OF FRANCE. USMAAG. 
THE INSURGENCY BEGINS. 1957-60. VNAF H-19 and H-34. 
THE KINGDOM OF LAOS. 1959-63. Factions. CIA/PEO. Air America. 

Ho Chi Minh Trail. 
JOHN F KENNEDY AND THE FLYING BANANA. Bill McKenzie 8th Trans 

Co (Lt Hel) and 57th TC arrive Nov 1961. 

25 pages. 5,964 words. 
Sect 1-6 1514, 7-12 1266, 12-16 1020, 17-25 2164. 

CHAPTER TWO. 1962. LEARNING THE LESSONS. 

Introduction to 1962. VC organisation. COSVN. OP Chopper. 
THE SHAWNEE AT WAR. Bill McKenzie. CH-21 Ops. 
THE MARINES ARRIVE. Operation SHUFLY. Princeton. HMM-362 Soc 

Trang. Delta Ops. 
THE FIRST HUEYS. Special Forces. 57th Med Det. UH-1A. 
GUNSHIPS. UTTHCO HU-1A. Rules of engagement. LZ escort role. 

UH-1B arrives. L-5/9 engine. XM-6 guns. 
THE MARINES IN ACTION. HMM-362 to Da Nang. Eagle Flight. Tiger 

Flight. Sparrow Hawk. HMM-163 armed H-34s. 
I CTZ province list, climate, terrain. 

30 pages. 7,242 words. 
Sect 1-2 342, 2-14 3109, 14-16 610, 17-19 589, 20-23 724, 23-30 
1868. 

CHAPTER THREE. 1963. THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES. 

AP BAC. 
UH-34'S FOR THE VNAF. 1st Hel Sqdn (211th) and others. 
HMM-162 TAKES OVER. Crashes, stakes, stumps. DO XA/BACH PHUONG 

XI. HMM-261 takes over. 
ARMY REORGANISATION. 45th TB (145th CAB), 52nd CAB. DELTA AB, 
UH-1B arrives. UTTHCO trials. TCs become Av Co(AML), Av Co org. 
XM-6,16,157,158,3 Hog, 5 Heavy Hog. Fire teams. LZ preps. Lift 
formations. 

HEAVY LIFT MOJAVE. CH-37B 19th Av Co(339, 611 TC(ACS)). CH-37C 
Deuce Marines. 

OPERATIONS IN THE NORTHERN PROVINCES. SHUFLY HMM-261. AHOC. 
HMM-361 takes over Oct. 

THE SPECIAL FORCES AT WAR. Hiep Hoa, Tan Phu. James N Rowe. 
THE POLITICIANS WAR. Diem Coup. Kennedy assas. Big Minh. Ky. 



32 pages. 7,508 words. 
1-2 367, 2-3 200, 3-12 2273, 13-19 1534, 19-23 1070, 24-26 636, 
26-29 675,29-32 753. 

CHAPTER FOUR. Jan-Aug 1964. THE SLIPPERY SLOPE TO WAR. 

File 64A. 
FLYING WITH THE UTT. Introduction to 1964. Skip Budny. UH-lB 

gun controls/sight. 
SEARCH AND RESCUE. HH-43B/F. Jungle penetrator. AAA weapons, 

ranges. HU-16B. Yankee Team LAOS. 

17 pages. 4191 words. 1-12 3175, 12-17 1016. 

File 64B. 
TRAGEDY ALOFT. Skip Budny. UH-1 grounding. Eagle flights. 

UH-lB/D arr Mar 64. 
THE MARINES AND NAM DONG. SF camp. HMM-364 H-34s to VNAF. 

HMM-162 arr. 
COUNTDOWN TO WAR. Coups. Westmoreland appt. LBJ elected. USS 

Card sunk. Tonkin Gulf incident. 

21 pages. 5468 words. 1-16 4340, 16-18 360, 18-21 768. 

CHAPTER FIVE. Aug 1964-DEC 1965. JOHNSONS WAR. 

File 65A. 
THE TONKIN GULF RESOLUTION. USAF buildup. More Med Dets. 
THE PRESSURE INCREASES. Air base attacks. HMM-365 arr. TK-1. 
END OF 1964 ROUNDUP. 13, 52, 145 CABs. 
CLEAR THE DECKS. Camp Holloway attacked. Flaming Dart raids. Ho 

Chi Minh trail attacked. Rolling Thunder begins. 
Restrictions, Prohibited areas. 

LAND THE MARINES. Da Nang. SHUFLY ends. HMM-162,163 MAG-16. 
PREPARING FOR WAR. HMM-161. Marine UH-lEs VM0-2 TK-2. TAT-101. 

173rd Airborne, 1 RAR arr. 
THE SCREAMING EAGLES AND THEIR SUPERCHARGED SIOUX. Ronald 

Miller. OH-13H/S. 1st Bde, lOlst Airborne. 
OPERATION STARLITE. Chu Lai. MAG-16 Marble Mt/Phu Bai. MAG-36 

arr VM0-6, HMM-362,363,364 Ky Ha. CH-37C arr. Marble 
Mt attack. 

THE JOLLY GREEN GIANTS ARRIVE. CH-3C, HH-3E 38 ARS dets. 39 
ARRS HC-130H. 

29 pages, 7223 words. 1-3 725, 4-6 621, 6-8 487, 8-11 669, 11-
13 406, 13-17 1123, 17-21 1109, 21-26 1323, 26-29 761. 

File 65B. 
NAVY SEARCH AND RESCUE. SH-3A. UH-2A/B. Feet wet. 
THE CAVALRY ARRIVES. 1st Cav units. UH-lDs. L-11 engine. UH-lH. 

ARA SS-11. Camp Radcliff. 
PLEI ME - THE BAIT IN THE TRAP. Bill Zierdt 155 ARC.Hogs Frogs. 
THE BATTLE OF THE IA DRANG VALLEY. 1/9th troops.Dave Bray OH-

13S. Pink, Purple teams. Bearhug tactics. Chu Pong. 



CHINOOK - THE FLYING TRUCK. A,B,C models. Misc duties, Op 
Muckout Muleskinners. 

THE PONY EXPRESS ARRIVES. 20th SOS. CH-3C UH-lF,P,N. XM-94 40 
mm doorgun. Prairie Fire, Daniel Boone. Pony 
Express. Green Hornets. 21SOS CH-3E mention. 
Team insertion procedure. McGuire rigs. RPGs. 
Zabitosky MOH. 

END OF 1965 ROUNDUP. SAMs. Bombing halt. 2 tour pilots. Will to 
win. 

37 pages. 9514 words. 
1-4 925, 4-9 1178, 9-13 1069, 13-21 2164, 21-25 1120, 26-35 
2460, 35-37 598. 

CHAPTER SIX. 1966. SEARCH AND DESTROY. 

WESTMORELANDS CHESSBOARD. Unit arrivals. Field Forces. 
THE COUNTER OFFENSIVE BEGINS. OP Marauder, Matador, 

Masher/White wing, A Shau SF camp, Aerial rocket 
artillery, 155 mm arty and CH-54. Dave Bray Chu 
Pong incident. Crazy Horse. 

1st AVIATION BRIGADE ESTABLISHED. Av Bn locations. VNAF pilot 
training. Pilot shortage. Lessons learned - mines 
in LZs/Firefly techniques. Napalm bomber huey 
Spencer Gardner 119AHC. 

SEA KNIGHTS FOR THE MARINES. HMM-164,265. CH-46A/D. UH-46A/D 
Navy. 

NIGHT FIGHTING HUEYS. Nighthawk. Xenon light. LLLTV UH-lC 
Batships. INFANT, UH-lM FLIR. 

THE CHINOOK GUNSHIP. M-5 40 mm, XM-159, XM-18. 53rd Av Det Dave 
Knudsen. 

PILING ON THE PRESSURE. June onwards. Paul Revere, Hastings, 
Attleboro, Cambodian sanctuaries. 

NAVY HUEYS IN THE DELTA. HAL-3. 13CAB. XM-157/158 rocket pods, 
UH-lL, UH-lM, HH-lK. To 1972. 

END OF YEAR ROUNDUP. Route packages, Tiger hound, Steel tiger, 
Barrel roll, Bases, Restrictions, SAR improvements. 
3ARG, 37ARRS Da Nang, 38ARRS TSN. 

40 pages. 10,188 words. 1-4 1016, 5-13 2256, 13-18 1472, 19-21 
708, 21-23 420, 23-28 1240, 28-31 790, 31-36 1303, 36-40 983. 

CHAPTER SEVEN. 1967. THE PEAK YEAR. 

67A. 

EARLY 1967 OPERATIONS. Cedar Falls, Junction City, TF Oregon -
America! Division. LeJeune. Night Hunter 

DUANE D HACKNEY - PARAJUMPER. AFC. 
SEA STALLIONS FOR THE MARINES. HMH-463 CH-53A Marble Mt. Deuce 

leaves Vietnam. JD Hilton. 
THE CH-46 IN TROUBLE. Structural faults. 
FIGHTING THE NORTH VIETNAMESE. McNamara line. Con Thien - Op 

Buffalo (Bruce Martin), Dak To 173rd Airborne. 



THE SUPER JOLLY GREEN GIANT ARRIVES. HH-53B 37ARRS. HH-53C 1969 
MEDAL OF HONOUR. Pless UH-1, Young HH-3. 

27 pages, 6808 words. 1-5 1162, 5-7 457, 7-11 1125, 11-13 540, 
13-20 1806, 20-22 613, 23-27 1105. 

67B 

THE AH-lG COBRA ARRIVES. NETT. 334th AWC. Terryl Morris D-101. 
RAVENS, FIREFLIES AND SNIFFER MISSIONS. Joseph Footer. OH-23 

25th Av Bn. 
NAVY COMBAT RESCUE. SAR data cards. Forrestal fire. HC-7. 

RESCAP. UH-2C. HH-2C. Lassen MOH. HH-3A 
TAT-102. To 1973. 

JOHN B MORGAN AND THE RED HAT RANGERS. 57thAHC. medevac. 
SCOUT PILOT. Larry Brown 1/9 OH-13. M-2 system. 

36 pages, 9274 words. 1-4 1115, 5-14 2753, 15-20 1500, 20-30 
2387, 31-36 1519. 

67C. 

END OF YEAR ROUNDUP. Second tour pilots. C-7 to USAF. 1st Av 
Bde Op report/lessons learned. 210,214 CABs, Capital, Buffalo 
Av Bn Prov. Accidents L-13 engine. Smoke ships, aerial mines, 
troop ladders, Firefly, People sniffer tests, Body armour, XM-
21. Artillery preps. Units in country. 9th Inf Div Delta. M-16 
ARVN. Rolling Thunder targets. Enemy air defence. Larry Brown 
pre Tet signs. 

10 pages, 2304 words. 1 section. 

CHAPTER EIGHT. 1968. THE YEAR OF DECISION. 

68A. 

MEDAL OF HONOUR MONTH. Brady 54th Med Det. Wetzel 173AHC. 
KHE SANH AND THE GHOST OF DIEN BIEN PHU. Rockpile. Op Niagara 

B-52s. Super gaggles. MAG-12 A-4s. Op Pegasus. 
THE TET OFFENSIVE. 120AHC Razorbacks. Cobra NETT. Hue Marines. 

Quang Tri 1st Cav. Washington effects. 
WARRANT OFFICER FREDERICK E FERGUSON - MEDAL OF HONOUR. Op 

Pershing, Jeb Stuart. 101st Airborne. 227th Av Bn. 
SEAWOLF PILOT. Tom Anzalone. HAL-3 gunship during Tet. USS 

Garrett County. 
WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? Alternatives. Bombing halt 19th 

parallel. No more men, no reelection. Lima site 85 
overrun. Hanoi Hilton. 

30 pages, 7876 words. 1-6 1600, 6-9 768, 9-17 2086, 17-20 832, 
20-27 1689, 27-30 901. 



68B. 

THE DA NANG JOLLY GREEN GIANTS. Joe Green AFC. A Shau. A-ls. 
Capt William B Byrd, 37th ARRS. 

INTO THE A SHAU. Op Delaware. l/9th. lOlst Airmobile. B-52s. 
Westmoreland replaced. Abrams arrives. 

LOACH - A NEW MOUNT FOR THE SCOUTS. XM-27. Larry Brown and Bill 
Frazer l/9th. 2/17th. Mike Deady D-3/5 Cav. Charlie Horse. 

PILOTS FROM DOWN UNDER. 9 Sqdn RAAF. B-57s. 161 IRF Sioux -
Kiowa. RANHFV. Ted Creelman RNZAF. SAS Ops. 

GARY ROUSH AND THE MULESKINNER CHINOOKS. 242ASHC. CH-47 on fire 
Building fire support bases. CH-47 losses. Unit 
listing. VNAF units. 

34 pages, 8820 words. 1-9 2567, 10-13 986, 14-18 1269, 18-23 
1209, 23-34 2789. 

68C. 

GREEN HORNET MEDAL OF HONOUR. James P Fleming 20th SOS. 
THE DUST DEVILS IN LAOS. 21st SOS Pony Express. Prairie Fire. 

TAT-102. CH-3E. CH-53C. To Feb 73. Lao H-34s. Mayaguez. 
END OF YEAR ROUNDUP. 1st Cav moves south. Nov total bombing 
halt, Nixon elected. James Rowe rescue. 

10 pages, 2326 words. 1-4 847, 4-7 760, 7-10 719. 

CHAPTER NINE. 1969. NIXONS WAR. 

VIETNAMIZATION. ARVN to take over. 
A STRONG PRESIDENT AT LAST. Laos and Cambodia. Commando Hunt 

Trail. POWs. To Sept. Op Breakfast B-52s. 
RETURN TO THE A SHAU. Op Mass Striker. 2/17th. Bill Zierdt. 

Op Apache Snow. Hamburger Hill. 
WINDING DOWN THE WAR IN I CORPS. Marines pull out. Op Dewey 

Canyon, Utah Mesa. HMM-165 leaves. MAW, MAG units. AH­
lG VM0-2, HML-367. CH-53D. HMM-362 leaves. A-6A. To 
end of year. 

TIGER SURPRISE IN THE DELTA. Soc Trang Tigers 121st AHC Henein. 
Vikings. 164th AV GP, 13,214,307 CABs. 

ENEMY HELICOPTERS. MIL-4,6. 
DEATH ON CALL. July. Dave Brudvig/Jim Bailey. Door gunner 281st 

AHC. 5th SF Delta. 
DUSTOFF MEDAL OF HONOUR. Novosel. 82nd Med Det, 62AHC UH-lC, 

FlOOs 
END OF YEAR ROUNDUP. Jon Boulle HMM-161. Helicopter Valley. 

Laos POWs, TACAIR. 
26 pages, 6539 words. 
1-2 317, 2-4 651, 4-5 283, 6-8 539, 9-11 774, 12-13 388, 13-18 
1476, 19-21 746, 21-26 1365. 



CHAPTER TEN. 1970. INTO CAMBODIA. 

FILE 70A. 

CROSSING THE RED LINE. Withdrawals. Marine CAP/CUPPs Black 
hammer, Green Anvil. Clausen MOH HMM-263. Cambodia ruler 
overthrown. HML-167. 

INTO CAMBODIA. 1st Cav. Bill Frazer l/9th. General details. 
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CASUALTIES. Larry Carter 25th Av Bn Little Bears diary Feb to 
Jul. 

SIKORSKYs FLYING CRANE. Ed Strazzini, CH-54A. 478th Av Co. 
235,355th. 155 mm. Bulldozers. 

OPERATION TAILWIND. Bill Beardall. USMC CH-53D HMH-463. HMH-361 
leaves. 

33 pages, 8784 words. 
1-5 1123, 5-13 2183, 13-18 1202, 18-22 1162, 22-33 3114. 

FILE 70B. 

THE SON TAY RAID. POWs. H-53s. 
DRONE RECOVERY OPERATIONS. llthTDS CH-3E. 

4 pages. 1043 words. 1-3 671, 3-4 372. 

CHAPTER ELEVEN. 1971 - 1972. THE ROAD HOME. 

71A. 

LAM SON 719 - INTO LAOS. Joe Kline B/lOlst Kingsmen. 
IN LAOS, MAN, THEY HUNT FOR YOU! Losses. Results. Bearhug 

tactics. Downed Bird Recovery. 
GOING BACK TO THE WORLD. Departing units, CABs. Last Marine 

units. AH-lJ XM-197 HMA-269. HMH-463, HMM-263, HML-167 
leave. 

A REPLACEMENT FOR THE LOACH? OH-58. Larry Brown C 3/17 Charlie 
Horse. 

VIETNAMESE AIR FORCE HELICOPTER UNITS. Cambodian UH-lH. 
THE STORM CLOUDS GATHER. Trail sensors. 
THE EASTER INVASION. SA-7. Enemy successes. AC-130. 
HUEY TANK BUSTERS. TOW UH-lBs. Kontum. 

33 pages, 8191 words. 1-10 2493, 10-15 1292, 15-18 977, 18-20 
555, 21-24 564, 24-26 588, 26-29 784, 29-33 938. 

71B. 

TAKING THE WAR TO HANOI. Mining of ports. Linebacker I. 
Roger Locher. Smart bombs. 

SEARCH AND RESCUE 1972. Air Force units. 40 ARRS HH-53 Rossi 
story. Fastest save of war Moulton. SAR 
successes/losses. BAT-21 EB-66. Quang Tri 



Citadel. 
THE RIGHT STUFF AT LAST. Linebacker II. Kissinger. 

12 pages, 2963 words. 1-3 555, 3-10 1948, 10-12 460. 

CHAPTER TWELVE. 1973-75. THE DOMINOES FALL. 

PEACE? Operation Homecoming. Operation Endsweep. Population 
and land grab. Operation SCOOT in Cambodia April 73. 

ABANDONMENT. US politics. 1973 to Aug 74. Nixon Resigned. 
THE FINAL INVASION. Dec 1974 to March 1975. 
COLLAPSE AND DEFEAT. April 1975. Operation Eagle Pull. 
OPERATION FREQUENT WIND. Air America. Marines. 

18 pages, 4497 words. 1-2 768, 2-3 350, 3-4 829, 4-6 1035, 6-9 
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