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Flier Honored 
· .. ·After· Death': . . 

'For Gallantrt 
' ~· '• 

• t ~ . 

A Del City man, · who 
w as r ecently killed in Viet~ 
nam, has received · four 
-Galla ntry Cross Medals 

· for .bravery, 'awarded -post­
·humouslY. ·by. the Vientain7 · 

ese governtnerit ·, 
Capt. Mi c ha.le - Clint. ' 

Hope, . 29, of 4408 SE 21, 
Del City, was killed June 7 
when his pla ne crashed 
and burned after receiving 
enemy ground fire as he 
attempted to rocket an en­
emy jungle position. 

Third Tour as Pilot 
Hope joined the Army i~ 

December, 1965, and was 
graduated from Officers 
Candidate School in Janu­
ary, 1967. He went to Viet-
· nam in May, 1968. · 

At the time of his death,' 
he was serving a third tour 
oi duty . in' Vietnam ,as· an 
Arpp( pilo~;, Cap;t." , ·Hope 

. f Md' •only' , ~8 days o.¥ dutY,,, 
left before-Jr,eturning· to his . ~ 
bome 1• . Oklahoma . . · ., i" 
. ,..~r , two :s' u cc.es s l v 'e ". 

I ~· • ' 
years1, he had served ·as a · 
pilot ih support of the 18th 
Infantry Division', Army of 
the Republic of Vietnam. 

Plane Often Hit 
Known by his friends as 

the "Oklahoma Indian,'' 
Hope achievd his greatest 
value during engagements 
with the ' enemy when he 
adjusted artillery and de­
ployed helicopter gunships· 
a~d. ~it: strike~ against el)- .' 
e.i;ny ·positiop.s, the Vietna- -~ 
mese· said., · ' 

At times, Capt. Hope'. ,, 
flew such .missions · daily. "' 
He use 'to comment' · that:;.r,' 
his plane had receiveq.; f, 

more bullet holes thari anY,;;~ 
in Vietnam ·still flying. I··· 
':"""Wneri f ifSf ass1gne -:- tQ­

Vietnam, jle began work-. 
ing ,as an aloft pilot flying 
in support. 'o! the 18th 
ARVN Division northeast · 
o! Saigon. 

During this time, he 
built hls ~eputa tlon a': a 1 

daring, re~ourceful .J~ll?t 
under epemy firr ,. and b'f?i 
mime · ~ader ·of. '.th" a: <>:It/. 
platocfo." ·· · .,,., · , ' 

General Has Praise 
ARVN '.: Division · 'com-

. m a n d 1 n g general Lam 
Quang Tho said, " Capt. 
Hope was helping this divi­
sion fight the VC .before I 
came here. 

"In the past year, · I 
have seen him rjsk his life 
to help the men of the 
ground. Many times his 
actions in the 1!.ir have 
saved the lives of my 
men." 

On June 7, he was flying 
a routine visual r econnais­
ance looking for enemy po­
sitions. He sighted an ene­
my bunker and positioned 
his aircraft to fire a rock­
et. The enemy opened fire 
causing his plane to 
crash and burn. 

Hope, a native o! Tahle­
quah, moved to Del City as 
a child and graduated 
from Del City 1figh School 

.fn . 19~8. Jie ,4ad ~ttended 
the U11WersitY..· -ot ·oltjah(J)-. 
nia . an(i· • J:iad ' !been .:em- · 
ploye~ at. Tinker A.Ir ·Forc_e · 
Base for seven years prior 
to· enlii;):ing 'in the Army. 

He is survived by a. son, 
Michael ·Allen; Houston; a 
daughter, 'Tracy, Okl<i.ho­
ma . City, and his parents, 
Mr. ,and Mrs. Temple Hope 
Of 'tjie home. ' , I 


