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HAWK MAGAZINE salutes 
222d Aviation Battalion (Cht) 

The 222d Aviation Battalion was organized February 1966, in Yung 
Tau as a fixed-wing aviation battalion. In November 1968, the "Sky­
masters" moved their headquarters to the present location just east 
of Long Binh. 

In the four years of its existence the Skymasters have made the tran­
sition from a fixed-wing battalion to a rotary-wing unit comprised of 
three assault helicopter companies operating throughout III Corps and 
one Skycrane company operating in II , III, and IV Corps. 

The 117th AHC, stationed at Plantation, is one of the few units 
in Vietnam that flies the night "Firefly" mission. The I 17th ships also 
have infrared capabilities enabling them to take the war to the enemy 
in his own clement: the night. The l 17th AHC is also instrumental 
in night rescue missions. 

The 195th, with headquarters at Plantation, is the only AHC ope­
rating in Vietnam with camouflaged helicopters. One of the company's 
primary missions is the support of long range patrol teams. 

The 240th AHC was one of the first helicopter companies to work 
with the Thais. The company continues to work closely with the Royal 
Thai Army Volunteer Force flying daily missions with Thai personnel. 

The 273d "Superhooks," stationed in Long Binh, is one of three 
Skycrane companies in Vietnam and wa~ the first to fly 10,000 hours. 
The men of the 273d accomplished this feat in less than 20 months. 

The crest of the 222d, three wings arranged in the form of a rotor, 
is symbolic of the battalion's transi tion from a fixed to a rotory-wing 
unit. 






