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Foreword 

Before one begins to writh, compile and edit a history such as this, a 

great deal of research is necessary. My predecessors in this position ac-

complished a gre4t deal. in their reports on the progre:ss of the 11 ?th Asaailt 

Heli copter Company. I would like to acknowledge the followi~ men for without 

their efforts cuch less would have been accomplished: 

C~2 Fred O. Bell 

Cpt 'dilliam E. Gee 

1 Lt Roger A. Gellenbeck 

W01 John T. Mayers 

Cpt Robert J. Barker 

W01 Stephen M. ~./alker 

8th Transportation Company 2 Nov 61 - 31 Dec• 62 

; 11 7th Aviation l;ompa.iv 

11 ?th Aviation Company 

11 ?th Aviation ~ompany 

11 7th Aslt Hel Company 

11 7th Aslt Hel Company 

CW2 Robert A. Skiba 
Unit Historian 
11 ?th Aslt Hel Co 
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1 Jan 63 - 31 Dec 63 

1 Jan 64 - 31 Dec 64 

1 Jan 65 - 31 Ded 65 

1 Jan 66 - 31 Dec 66 

1 Jan 67 - 31 Dec 67 



PROLOGUE 

On 2 November 1961, at 0800 hrs the 8th Transportation Company was placed 

on alert orders to prepare to move to an urirnown destination to participate in a 

training axcerciae. Major Charles M. Hardesty imiediately took steps to bring 

the unit to 100% TO&E strength. During the next few days the unit was shrouded 

in secrecy and engaeed in hard work. 

Speculation within the unit was rampant. As the unit was a desi pnate<l STRAC 

unit it was generally felt that this alert was a training excercise to determine 

the preparedness of the co~1pany. As the days proercssed it became more obvious 
'• 

that the unit was actually going to move. Its destin.-=ition was still unknown. 

At 0700 hrs, 8 No\rembcr 1961 1 15 H-21 "Shawnee Banana.:11 helicopters of the 

8th departed their home station at Ft. Bragg, North Carolina and took up a 

westerly course. The night was uneventful due to the close coordination and 

the -.superior maintenance perfo:nood by the crews. The rirst overnight stop was 

at Birmingham, Alabama. Succeeding nights found the avi.itors of the 8th in 

Shreveport, LOUisiana, Ft. Worth, Tesas, Carlspad, New Mexico and Phoenix, 

Arizona.. Finru,.ly on 14 November~ the first leg of their oddessy ended at the 

Sharp General Depot in Stocton1 · California. \Ji th the broad Pacific now before t 

them, an overseas assignment was ·quite evident. The question still lingered -

where? 

On 17 November, the entire complement of rren and equipment at Ft. Brasg 

was airlifted to Alemeda Naval Air Station in Alameda, California. Immediate 

preparations began for shipment. Two aircraft were loaded aboard the freighter, 

USNS McGRAW, Aix H-21 •:&.<and i1)>ur H-13 's were loaded aboard the ci nilian freighter, 

THE HAWAIAN PILOT. The remaining H-21 's were prepared and loaded aboard the 

joep 6arrier, USNS CORE. On the 18th of November the USNS HcCRAW &i>Arted -
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saillne west. She waG followed on the 20th by the ltA'.·;AJ AN r I ;.OT. At 19)0 hrs 

on 21 November 1961, the US~ CORE sailed west under the '-'olden Gate Br j dge into 

the gathering darknesB of the Pacific night. Destination: U~lrnown. 

On 11 Decem . ...er 1961, after 20 days of speculation and anticipation the U~i f'.B 

CORE jo ~_ ned its two sister ships at the docks of ~iap,on, Hepubllc of Vietnam. 

The ocidessy had been completed and the men of tho 8th Transportation Compa ny 

learrled of their assig:ruoont: To fly direct combat nupport fob the South 

Vietnamese ,\rm,y. 
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THE 8TH TRA'.'JSPORTATION COMPANY 

Havine arrived in Vietnam, the men began to work in earnest to prepare 

for the tasks ahead. On 21 December, the unit was of loaded onto Asian soil 

and the first billets were erected in "Tent City" on' Tan Son Uhut Airfield, 

Siagon. The following day found the 8th engaged in a missi on t o familiarize 

the Vietnamese Army with the H-21 helicopter and helibor ne operations. On 

23 December the 8th became an integral part of a joi nt operati on a[tii nst a Viet 

Cong radio transmitter site. Thi s operation was 6hstiocti ve in that ~ twas the 

.first combat operation performect by r.1. s . helicopters i the tlepublic of Vietnam. 

lt was a small but significant incident which paved the way for the massive 

helicopter ope~ations to follow. 

Elated by their history making success the men of the Sth eagerly accepted 

themission of 5 January 1962 to attempt to rescue a Y:ilitary Assistance Advisor 

Croup sergeant from Viet Cong hands. Unfortunately their s econd conbat miss1 on 

failed in its objective. Nevertheless, invaluable lessons were learni::: d to 

improve heliborne ope rations. On 10 January, the 8t h packed its bags and moved 

to C..ui l~'hon, about 300 miles no.rtheast of Siagon. This moving around was going 

to become a habit. Their nission was to support the Vietnarrese Army in the 

II Corps, Comb.'-! t Tactical 7.one. TM~. was the beginni ng of a ·. eries of moves 

which would eventually take the unit 01/er m:arly 00% of this wartorn land. 

The unit set up their own "Tent City" in the center of C..ui Nhon and prepared for 

operations. At this time a ve :y important modification was incorporated on the 

aircraft. Each H-21 W3s stripped of ill excess weight to include the two 

vertical stabilizers. This weieht removal was necessary so the men could add 

a 30 call ber machine gun to the fore and aft cargo doors. 



On 13 January, the unit began n series of combat as :;ault..s, sup ·ort, medical 

evacuation, training, resupply andreconnaissance missi ans for t.he v'ictnamese 

Anny. Th:s general support mission continued through the year. Major Hardesty 

continued his leadership of the 8th through "' great variety of ''firsts" for /1rtl\Y 

Aviation in Viet mm. lie w;; s transferri- ·d to Okinawa on 5 June 1962. On 6 June 

Hajor Hobert F. l;ornell took over command from the Executive Officer, ;~ a ;)tain 

James .C:. Cambell. Major Cornell cor.unanded until 15 July when he was wounded 

and evacuated to the United 5tates. Captain Cambell re-asswned command until 

9 October wh<: n l-iajor Eichard o. Ki.sling W-dS appointed to the posit i on. 

Starting in late 1962, and for a three month period, the 8th received a 

complete replacement of peraormel. This replacement was orderly and staggared 

in such a manner that the new personnel were properly indoctrinated into their 

new positions and situ.'!tions. As the "old heads " were being returned to CONUS 

to impart their knowledge to the growing masses of Army Aviators, they were re-

placed by an equally fine group of eXperienced rotary wing Aviators 'd'ho has vast 

moounts of CH-21 YJ.ying hours. It was this group which Major Kislillf conunanded. 

Even though there was a complete change over of personnel, helicopter 

support of the Vietnamese Arrey continued in the form of assault, resup r~ly and 
.. . 

medical evacuation. These missions were flown in the vicinity of Tuy Hoa, Van 

Canh, An Khe and . L..uang Ngai. In addition to nying its own mission, the 8th 
·, 

sent aircraft to sup~:.(Jrt the 81 st Aviation t;ompany at Pleiku and Ban Me Thuot. 

As of 1 January 1963, the 8th had nown 6,,350 hours of combat sup· ort time. 

This time accounted !or a total of 23, 155 troops lifted and 587, 331 pounds of 

cargo airlirted. Th.ls record of accomplishment was the direct result of the 

excellent support received trom the 140th Maintenance Detachment un<ier the 

co1'!1118.nd of Captain Hobert Dr~. Kxcellent support was also tendered by the 
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256th Signal Detachment ccmnanded by Captain Thrasher and the 1.JQth ~~cdical 

Detachment co111Mnded by Captain ··°'illiam "Doc" McCormack. The on:!..y incidents 

to mar the record of achievements during the first period of operations were 

the combat de~ths of Chief ~arrant Officer Joseph A. voldberg, Sp5 Uarold G. 

Gutherie, Sgt James E. Lane. Major Cornell, 1Lt Asthe A. ',iilliams and ~p4 

Bruce G. Nelles were ,.,oundod 6uring this period also. All the men were aw<1rded 

the ~urple Heart. 

The New Year brought adnitiona 1 support to the 8th Transportation 1.;ompaey. 

On 2 February 1963, a ;)latoon of a rmed IJH-1 's were sent from the Utility 

Tactical Tr:•nsport Company in Saigon. Needless to say, the fiyingpersonnel 

of the 8th felt more secure on ass<iult missions as the trfT's lived up to their 

advance billing. 

Thus given fine support and fortified b~: a close knit team of aviators, 

maintenance personnel, clerks, cooks, motor vehicle personnel, ammo experts and 

many others, tbe 8th Transportation t;ompaey (referred to as the 11 Tailess .'ionders 11 ) 

continued to accomplish their mission .in an outstanding manner. 

The compaey has paid for its successes through aircraft losse s and 

personnel injuries. On 9 Harch, ~ 91r.:.21 C, piloted b~: c ;·iO 0' Donnel and c·,:o 

Thompson, crashed on take off rrcr~ a.ii advance airstrip at Mam Bue on a search and 

rescue mission for a downed MowhaWk ¢.lot. There were no injuries but the crew 

spent a long night in the jWlgle. A few days later on an assault mission north 

of An Khe,, a ship piloted by Cpt Mccartt am. C',\O Bouza cra shed on take off from 

a hostile landing zone. The crew was rescued under VC fire by; a medical Huey and 

tlown to an aid station. Cpt Mccartt suffered a fractured skull and was 

evacuated to the states. CIJC Bouza suffered severe bruises and minor cuts about 

the face but was back fiying in three weeks. The two enlisted crewmen suffered 
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minor infuri.es. The airer:• ' 't was determined not to be w~h recovering an:l 

was destroyed in the landing zone by Air Force tacti cal aircraft. 

On 20 March, an H-21 loaded with amno and supplies rolled down a hillside. 

The ship btn"st into flames and exploded but the crew manae:od to e:;cape w:i th :i:i nor 

burns and cuts. 

ihilc conciucti11£ a rcsupµ l y mi odon in t he vtcini ty of ( ~uang !~f hi , c.; .:c, ;Jixon 

and c;;o .Lanier lost control and cras hed into a steer ravi.nc. Tho ent i r e crew and 

the three passengers were r escued by a secom CH-21 C a nd flown to '.,UaI1f ~~fhi 

for treatment. c·.;o Dixon-.and the gunner, PFC Reedy \ljere evacua ted fron:: Vietnam 

and CWO La.riier was back in the air a month later. 

Despite these setbacks the 8th continued to support ~. he 'lietnanese Army in 

an outstanding and courageous manner. On 2 April 1963, General Stilwill presented 

,\ir Medals and Purple Hearts to 26 members of the 8th for their actions against 
.. . 

the Viet Cong. 

Heroism seemed to cone naturally to the men of the 8th. On 6 i\pril, during 

the course of a combat assault mission. it became obvious that the Viet Cong were 

entrenched aoo Waiting. Major Kisling flew lead ship on the assa1Ll.t aoo had to 

change shi ps twice ns the heavy g -:-·ouncl fire severely damaged hi s !'i.rst two s hi ps. 

Major KisliIJJ.-~ , Captain Stockton, c i·.Q ·Bouza, CWO Patton and Sp4 rJ.don Jones were 

awarded the D:i.stineuished Flying Cr,oss tor the action. 

On 22 April, Hajor l'iilliam S. Aiton succeeded i':ajor kisling as coJilllanded 

of the 8th Transportation Compaey. Shortly thereafter on 4 May the 8th became 

involved in the largest airborne assault yet flown in Vietnam. Nine lifts were 

nown on the first day and three l i fts the secorxl and third days. During the 

three day period, 1750 troops aIXi 8500 pounds of supplies and equipnent had been 

airlifted. The landil'l€ zone had been reconned a.rd determined to i.ie smooth. Upon 
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landing , the 8th cliscovered the L;~ to be comred with large rock:; making landing 

extremely difficult. The landing zone was nicknamed "Pebble Beach". The AHVN 

II Corpe conmander later presented the 8th with a rock from the LZ and a plaque 

commemoration the mission and the fi nc eupport rendered by the 8th 'l ransportat i on 

Cor.iran:r . 

Ahi le the 8th was pr;rforr~~ n- · adm.~ rably in Viet Nam, "Back in theStates 

events were taking place which would drastically change the old 8th Tr1;nsportation 

Company. On lh ,June 1963, General Order f,13 -:2.6 USAHPAC was issued and on 25 June 

1963, the 8th Transportation Compa.ey (Light Hell copter) :,ras i nae ti vated. 

·, 
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CHAPTER I 

25 June 1963 - .31 December 1963 

The ol,d 8th Transportation Compaey inactivated by U~ARPAC General Crder 

11326 was reborn into the 117th Aviation Cornpacy ( Airmobi le Light) by the same 

General Order and was assigned to the u .s. Arrey Sup;iort Group Vietnam. :'.11 

of the men and equipreent fonncrly beloneing the the 8th bec<?::ie thenucleus of 

the new 11 ?th under the co:nmand of Major Aiton. The 117th then took over t!1e 

billet:i ng area at C...:ui Nhon, former horoo · f the '!Old 8th". 

As activateti 1 the 11 ?th operated under a TO&E strength of fifteen off-:..cers, 

forty warrant 6fficers and one hurndred and seventeen enlisted men. In addit iC'n 

a platoon of twenty gunners from the 25th Infantry Division, US Army, wRs 

att<iched to the 11 ?th for a 90 day period. After each 90 day period a ner: set 

of gtl!IDers was assigned. 

The 11 ?th kept its old fr~_ ends the 140t.h Mnintenarx:e Det., l)oth Medical 

Det., and the ~56th Signal Det. and added the 1st Section, 57th Medical Det. 

(Helicopter Ambulance) arxi the 6th \/~ther Uet., 1J0th Sqdn, USAF, to its 

roster of supporting units. 

The basic mission of the 117th ·remained to provide air movement or combat 

troops, supplies an::l wquipment ..... ~ . t~ri the combat zone. The first six !Ilonth:s 

of operation were characterized by_ reorganizing atd building the unit. The 

11 ?th flew eleven canbat assault mi.ssion:s during this period. However, great 

improvements wore made in their camp during this tice. 

The billeting area was named Camp Goldberg in JIJe1:10ry or c: .. u Joseph A. 

Goldberg who wa.s killed in action by the Viet Cong on 15 July 1962. Camp 

Goldberg was located at Qui Nhon airfield an:i included a large parking ramp, 
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two hangers and a maintenance building. The two hangers were named Lane Hanger 

and Gutherie Hanger 1 n memory of Sgt llames E. Lane and Sp5 Harold G. Gutherie 

the gunner aoo crewchief' killed in the same action as Ci~O Goldberg. Cama 

uoldberg had six permanent buildings: the arms and mail roon, and four latrines 

The latrines proved to be one of the treatest morale boosting fnctors, since 

they provided an abundance of hot and potable water. Semi-permanent buildings 

housed the orderly roon, supply and operat "ons, and personnel billets. A kitchen 

was located between the officer's and enlisted dining rooms. Camp uoldberg also 

boasted of a field excha~e, a barber shop, and enlisted club, an officer's club 

8.nd an outdoor movie theater. With all these comt'orts the men of the 11 ?th 

eagerly launched into their daily missions. The missions during this period 

were primarily resupply support missions and a !'our week rotation of crews between 

Qui Nhon, Bam Me Thuot and Quang Ngai. This rotation was incorporated to 

conduct the missions in the morthern II i..;orps Tactical Zone. 

Accidents and injuries were few through this initial period. On 27 October 
.. 

1963, Captain llavid Thurlow received a leg wound .from Viet Cong ground fire. On 

13 November and ~H-21 crashed Wuring the crew slightly. 

About this tiime the last of the old CH-21 's were being replaced by UH-1B 
.. ' 

helicopters. On 2B November the last CH-21 left "-\ti. Nhon. The 25 UH-1B's 

were organized into two lirt platoons of eight ships and one gun platoon 
~ ~ 

of nine Bhips. 

The year nearly ended tragedy tree, but on 14 December, while enroute tor a 

medical evacuation o! wounded ARVN soldiers, one ship crashed into the South 

China Sea. 1Lt llohn M. Bwsch, the co-pilot, who swam a.ehore was the only 

survivor. Captain James H. Allred, PFC Jean-Claude Esnault and PFC Ternnce 

Lovengri th perished. Thus ended the year 1963 tor the men or the 11 7t.h. 

B 
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CHAPTER 11 

1 Janwtry 1964 - 31 December 1964 

The 117th Al'iation Canpaey began 1964 still under the leader3hip of Major 
, 

Aiton. Several chanees were begun in the unit. The 22nd :..uartermaster Detachment 

was added to the list of support units. Its responsibility was to support the 

11 ?th and th r: i..:ui NOOn area by supplying POL for aircraft and vehicles. The 

57th Med. Det. (Hel. Amb.) was dropped and an internal medivac aircraft ""ao in-

corporated on a twenty-tour hour stand-by basis. This Search andRescue Team 

was a volunteer group of !?)8" t'rom the 11 ?th and attached uni ts. A sillC-man 

SAR team. accompanied the 11 ?'t.h on all assault missions. The team also organized 

am operated a water ditching procedures class and conducted escape am evasion 

classes for pilots and crews. 

Tho 117th had the experience on 1964 or tJ..:ring and operating over all 

types of terrain. The crews tempor~ stationed at Dam Me Thuot experienced 

jungle and mountains. The men at Qua~ Ngai new lowland terrain. The men at 

Qui Nhon, Phan Thi.et arxi Nha Trr.ng experieroe the coastal plain and coastal 

mountain type ot flying. 

On 14 February 1964, f.t.ajor Virgil P~ ¥.cGuire asstD'!led comman:l from Major 

Aiton. During his leadership the 117th utilized a sl'lOke ship to screen and 

assault on 29 February, near Van Li. The success of this novel tactic lead 
\ 

to its improvement ard incorporation. 

On 22 March, the 11 'lth was honored by being selected to carrr the Ambassador 

to South Vietnam. Henl7' Cabot Lodge. 

When July came around• the VIP roster had been incre:1sed by Ambassador Taylor 

am ARVN Brigadier General !Chanh. 
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General Order 11183 USARPAC changed the TO&E to fourteen off'icera, forty-one 

warrant orr.tcers and one hundred ard thirteen enlisted men. 

During the period tram ~ September to 2!J Sept.eni>er the 11 ?th joined the 

118th, 119th and the trrT in Dam Me Thuot, on alert due to an expected Montagnard 

uprising. The uprisi~ did not materialize and after !'i ve daye of "C" Rations 

I." anl sleeping in helicopters the 11 ?th rctiurned to Qui Nhon. 
1 •· 

I : On 10 October, Major Clement A. Wyllie assumed command. His problems 

i 
[· 

were quickly compounded by Typhoon "ltis" on 4 November. He '"P mph winc ;s raged 

ror over !our hours. Damage was confined to the semi-permanent buildings of 

t. 

·eamp Goldberg. One victim of the typhoon was the movie screen. Luckily only 

one airers.rt. received mi.nor damage. "Iris" wan followed on 9 November by her 

40 mph sister Typhoon "Jean". This storm contributed a great deal of water 

I 
I 

I 
·I 
i 

I 

damage. This rainy season was tho worst in some ti.ll"..e tor the ~'Ui Nhon area. 

Over· 100 inches o!' rean, /JJ.5 irohee above normal, !ell in the Qui Nhon 

vicinity. Duri.118 this period the 117th new over 400 fiood relier missions., 
.. 

Approximate~ 80 tons or suppl1es were airli.f't.ed to ARVN unita isolated 

by the fiood waters. Because of.the increase in hostile activities arxi the low 

ceilings, armed escorts were required on all missions. 

The lone tragic occurrance or · ~?64, for the 11 ?th, was the death of 

C1iO "'obert E. Thm-ston, killed in action on a support mission near Nha Trang. 

CWO Thurston was honored at a ceremc>ily at Camp Coldberg bJ the Cha.plain, Captain 

Warren H. Withrow am the new Commanding Ot.f'lcer, Major James E. Rogers. 

During 1964, there were six a~:ards coremonies where over 200 awards and 

decorations tor val.or and service were presented. 
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CHAPTE.11. I ll 

1 Januar,y 1965 - 31 December 1965 

The 11 ?th began 1965 umer the collllll8Di or Major Rogero. All of the attached 

uni.ts remained with the company through moat or the year at 1~ui Nion. The city 

of "'ui Nhon was just a base camp for the 11 'lt.h as they ~ed far adn wide through­

out the II Corpe area. The year proved to be an eJCcltin[ one for the men an:i 

with the exception of two incidents,, the year waJS a very favorabl.e one. 

A series or oper ations in enrl.y January resulted i :. the recov;e,i 'Y of four 

MAAG enlisted men captured by the Viet Cong. It was an ina~~i ci.0,liJ,S beg:i.nil'J€ for 

-What waa to follow. On 10 Februar.11 the unit 1s enlisted billets. a hote~ in 

Qui. Nhon,, 11ra5 mined by Vi~ Ca.rig_ infiltrators. The hotel collapsed killing 

twent.y two US enlisted men aJXl -woundi.nt'. twent.;y three others. Kight Vietnamese n 

mtiona1s were killed and tlil81.w injured by the blast. Two or the .tour man · 

euidide squad were killed by guards. Rescue and clean up operations were begun 

i.Jmnediately but. the last body was oot recovered until 17 February. This action 

by the Viet Corig was instrument.al in precipitationg the first retaliatory 

missions againe~ North Vietnam •.. 

On 15 February,, a 11 ?th crew epot.ted a carnofiagued ship in Vung Ro Bay. 

After a Navy patrol verl.f'led the ship. as unfriendly,, it was sunk by the Air 

Force. In a subsequent search or the area by the 1 t?th,,, an estimated 100 tons 

of supplies were round in caves near ·the area or Vung l'o Bay. Most or the 

equipnent W3.5 ot Chicom manufacture and this ireident was instrumental in 

. i proving tho role or the COlllllUJ'li.at Bloc in support or the Viet Co~. For their 

I action in discovering the ship the 11 'lt.h crew was awarded the following medalsi 
I 
! 
! 1Lt. Bowman - /1ircrart. Cormnarxier: DFC, Vietnamese Gallantr.r Cross with Palm 
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W01 Adkins - Pilot: DFC, Vietnamese Gallantry Cross with Sta r 

Sp4 Rardbarger - Crewchief: Air Medal, U1otnamese G&l.1.antry Cross with Star 

Cpt Pena - Medic:- ''Air Medal, Vietl'l8I008e Gallantry Cross with Star 

Durin[ March one 11 7th aircrart. was downed by Viet Coll€' ~ourd r.tre and 

the crew was forced to dodge enemy patrols until they Unke<l up vi.th an 

American advisor group. They were rescued the follow : nt; morning. 

The outstanding support of the 14oth Ma.int. Det. was evidenced on 2 June 

when .one of the 11 ?th 'e aircra ~t experienced an engine failure and autorotated 

to a sandbar. The engine wae changed on the spot and the a i rcralt returned 

.within three hours. 

From 11 June to 19 June, the 11 ?th participated in airtJX>bile assaults at 

Dong Xoai in III Corps Tactical Zom. Dong Ioai was umer constant threat of 

exf;,iretion by t !:e Viet Cong. The 117th along with other unite of the 52M 

Aviiltion Battalion performed innumerable resupply missions and assault landings 

in support or the besieged defenders. For their part in tre action the 117th 

Aviation Compa.r\y was awarded the Presidential Unit Citation. 

On 8 July, the 11'lt.h supported road clearing operations alo~ Hlg~ 19. 

The operation ended on 2) July . by opening the highway from Qui Nhon to Pleiku, 

which had been closed since eal']Jr: March 1965 • .. 
From Qui Nhon the unit made a temporary mve to Pleiku where from 10 August 

to;~25 August it supported opera~~ons in the Due Co am Kontum areas. These two 

areas were to become vecy !cimiliar in the caning years. During this perl od, 

the 11 ?th acquired a new coamarding o.rticer in the person o.r Major ~oman J. Stobbs 

who assumed camand on 18 August. As was almost a tradition, the new commander 

led the 11 ?t.h in another operation which was to be a highlight in the unit 1 s 

histoey. Fran 28 August to 20 Septed>or the 11 'lt.h flew combat assault 8M support 
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for the 101 et Airborne Division in the An Kho area.. The operation wae a search 

and clear of the An Khe - Ben Khe area prior to the arr1 val of the 1st Cavalry 

(Airmobile). The 117th was involved in daily assaults into hostile areas, 

followed by resupply, relocatioM and troop extractions. The high point of this 

period was Operation Gibralter and the relief of Plei Me. Operation Gibralter 

was a battalion 15ized operation which began oil 18 September. The 117th was the 

primary unit and was assisted by "A" Company of the 502nd, 101at Airborne and 

!'i ve 9H-34 helicopters of Marine Squadron 161 • 

The assault, led by the 11 7th encountered no dif f:iculty on the first lift 

but ran into heavy enemy· "crossfore in the second phase of the lift. Seven of the 

117th aircraft were severely damaged by enenzy- tire and the lead ship, piloted 

by Major Stobbs was shot down after leaving the landi~ zone. The number three 

ship, piloted by WO Billy s. Carpenter, followed the lead ship and effected 

the rescue. "A" Compaey or the 502nd, had four ships seriously damaged and all 

or the Marine CR-J4's were serioul]J: damaged. A third lift was made with five 

ships. All 0:4. the 11 ?th aircraft were severl.y damaged and ore ship was abarooned 

in the landing zone. Major Stobb made the rescue or that downed crew. The 
., . 

troops in the area were relieve4 later in the day by an assault from the 1st 

Cavalry. .. 

Dlll"'ing 21 October to 28 October, :.t .he 11 ?th was occupied in therelief or the 

besieged outpost at Plei l'.e. Despite the heav)' enemy fire, the 11 ?th in 

conjunction wi~h _other aircraft or the 52nd Bat talion conducted emergency 

evacuations ot wounded and rt!Supply in the teeth or en~ r:tre. For its actions 

dm-i.ng Opeaation Gibralter and at Plei Me the 11 ?th was awarded a Valorous 

Unit Award by the Department of the Arm:f. 
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On the 8tmot October, Major Harbine A. Constance assumed command of the 
~ .. 

11 ?t.h Aviation Compal!Ql. The next change occurred on 5 November when the ro&:E 

changed the unit strength to fourteen otticera 1 forty one warr-ant ot.f'icere and 

one hundred and forty enlisted men. Thia change also eliminated the platoon 

of gunners from the 25th Infantry Division and all door gunners came unit 

personnel. 

From 10 November to 20 December 1 the 11 'lt.h supported the Korean Marines 

in advance preparations for Operation Christmas in the Tuy Hoa area. Operation 

Chriatlll8.8 commenced on 22 December and cleared Highway 1 north of Tuy &a until 

31 December 1965. 

Thus ended the bwrl.eat year yet for the 11 ?t.h. But it was just a preview 

or what was still to cane. 

~ ~ 
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CHAPTER IV 

1 January 1966 - 31 December 1966 

On 25 September 1965, the advance party or the 11 ?th moved into Dong Ba Thin 

as the Ad'V"tlme Party tor the 10th Aviation Battalion. The 1oth Battalion arrived 

on 1 5 December and found the 11 ?th combat ready. The 11 7th began the yenr with 

Operation Jefferson. The 11 ?th was the sole avlation support for the 2nd 

Republic of Korea Marine Brigade and the 47th ARVN Regiment throughout Operation 

Jefferson, from 1 January to 16 January 1966, near Tuy Hoa. This support 

consisted or massive combat assaults, resupply missions and numerous mcdi.cal 

evacuations. These missions were conducted primarily during daylight hours, 

but several missions were conducted at night. The cooperation between the 11 ?th 

and the allied units and the Esprite de Corpe of every one engaged in the operation 

was truly outstanding. This close harmony between the 11 ?th and the sup;.)orted 

units was to become readily apparent in all future operations. 

Operation Jefferson was immediate~ followed by Operation Van Buren. This 

ope:iration, 19 Jacyary to 21 February 1966, began with the 11 ?th and sister units 

oa the 10th Aviation Battalion supporting the 21¥1 iU Marine Brigade and the 
. I :• 

47th ARVN Regiment. The most notewe>rtw actions irlfolved two simultaneous company 

lltts into extremely confined landing zones. Enell\Y' resistance was encountered 

am inmediate~ engaged by the armed helicopters who effective~ neutralized 
. -~ ~ 

the resistance am the combat assault was auccessrully completed. Throughout th 

the night, increased enel!\Y' activity required the 11 7th to provide lift helicopters 

tor emergency medical evacuations and armed ships tor suppressive tire support. 

The dedication to duty in the race or known dangers and intensive hostile 

tire inspired the ROK Marines to display their appreciation to the pi lots 

and crews by presenting them 'With Certificates or Heroism .from the Republic ot 
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Korea. It was during the latter phase of the operation, when the 117th was in 

direct support or the 1st Brigade, 101 st, ar¥1 eneJV' activity was rel.a ti vely light, 

that the 117th learned to appreciate ahd respect the a.ggressi veness and pro­

fessional.ism of the int'antr,yman or the 101 st. Thero emerged from this operation 

a unique and close knit righting force of aviation and infantry. 

Operation Harrison was next on the list for the unit. This operation 

required the accomplishment of a combat tirst by the men of the .11 ?th. During 

the operation which lasted from 26 February to 24 March, they airli rted in one 

assault, an entire infantry battalion of the 101 st. This was accomplished in 
.. 

. two lifts during a chemical attack utilizing non-toxic tear gasses on a hostile 

area. This phenominal teat required all crew members to perform their duties 
. I 

while wearing the newly developed M24 aviator protective mask throughout the 

mission. These tactics were completely successful despite the considerably reduced 

visibility within the landing zone as a result of the smoke, gas vapors arxi 

explotting ordinarx:e. EneJl\1 contadt ·steadily increased throughout the day, re­

quiring comnitment ot all availihle aircraft of the 10th Battalion. The veteran 

117th was called upon to lead every combat assault, airlifting canbat infantrymen 
., 

to critical points throughout the battle area in order to effectively press the 

attack against a determined enelJ\Y•" In addition to these assaults, crew of the 

117th compl.4s1tdd three emergency ~uriition resupply missions into areas never 

before penetrated by allied forc~'s • .. The results or this action have been compiled 

and documented by the 10th Aviation _Battalion at the request of the Conmand a.rd 

General Sta.tr College, Fort Levenworth, Kansas, and have been included in the 

curriculum or the school. For its actions during Operation Jefferson, Van Buren 
L·: .... ---- --
1 and Harrison the 117th was awarded its second Valorous Unit Award. At the end or 
i 
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February, Major Harry J. Zellmer succeeded Major Constance as Commanding Officer. 

As his first act, Major Zellmer led the 11 ?th in Operation Ftlmore. This 

operation lasted from 25 March to 9 April. The 11 ?th in alliance with the 101 st 

and the 47th ARVN Regiment succeeded in protectiong the rice harven throughout 

the Tuy HoaVValley, rnarking the first time in ten years that rice was not imported 

into this area to support the local population. In addition to assuring and ample 

food supply for our allies and deeying the eneD\Y' his source of supply, these units 

blunted the attack of a North Vei tnamese ArrII:f Regiment and routed them so as to 

cause cor.1plete dispersion o! all their units. In order to exploi t this dispersion 

the 2nd Battalion, .502nd Infantry, with the support of the 117th developed special 

recondo reaJDS to pursue the fleeing WA • . These tactics proved aucceastul and con-

tinued until the close of the operation. 

The 11 ?th experienced macy enentr probes and ha.00 grenade att:icks throughout 

Operation Austin II near Phan Thiet, from 11 April to 26 April. The 11 ?th was 

required to provide both airlift and armed helicopters on continuous alert to 

support the emergency medical evacuations and combat assaults. On the night of 

21 April, the entire 1oth Battali<;m contonment area and parking ramp became the 
•I '.' t 

target of eneD\Y' mortar fire. Fortunately no ground attack followed and due to 

the excellent pr<>CltHttiYe measures ·ne casualties were sustained andthe only result 

was minor damage to the parked airc.ra.t't .• · On April 27th, ·the eneley' was reported 

~ ' 
to have withdrawn inland toward the west. In order to block this movement into 

the central highlands, all units were redeployed to new base camps located near 

the Cambodian border. 

The 11 ?th provided support tor the 2ni Battalion, 502rxl Infantry in its efforts 

to halt the Viet Cong infiltration along the !'Ho Chi Minh" Trail in therugged 

·l. C.: - f ·• I' ... . . .: -'!. ~ · -...:: ... ,,~ : · 

...... . '. G : · .• • :. . ·~..:.l_ 
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central highland.a near Gia Nghia, approximately eight miles east of Nhon Co from 

28 April to t 7 March during the conduct or Operation Austin VI. Some of the more 

inportant lessons learned duri~ this period were the techniques tequired for 

fiying at high density altitudes, maeimum gross weights and under :isevere weather 

conditions in the early morning and late afternoons caused by the rapi dly ap-

}'.ll'Oaching monsoon se~son !or the area. In order to best ·ac ~ ompli.sh its mission, 

the t17th placed volunteer crews an:l helicopters in the forward infantry uni ts. 

Theae ·crews, actually living with the iMantry, were available to the supported 

units much earlier each day since they did not have to wait for the intervening 

weather to clear. In addition, the armed helicopter support was available for 

immediate call. Midway through Austin VI, the tactical emphasis shirted to the 

area or Bu Gia Map. From this small landing strip, Infantry, Artillery,,Aruw 

4.Yiation and Air Force activities increased to a high peak. Close fire sup;.ort 

by tbe "Sidewinders", our gun team, was conmonplace, requiring the addition of 

an aimunition and POL resupply point to be located at the crowded airstrip. The 

rough jungle terrain between the Cambodian border and the :t'orwa.rd command post 

was literally impossible to lam in. Time after time 101 st Airborne recondo 
" 

teams attempted to blast areas in order to provide sufficient clearings for the 

helicopters, but the task was fruitless. Therefore, the assault helicopter pi lots 

or the 11 7thwere forced to hover ~re th.an 60 feet above the t~etops in order to 
. ~ ~ 

accomplish the wide variety or missions, including resupply or axmnuniticm, food 

am high explosives and the inevitable extraction or critically wounded personnel. 

Operation Austin VI was the most aggressive action tor the 2nd Battalion since its 

arrival in V'i etnam. The data on enemy casual.ties is as rollows: 

Killed in Action (body count) 95, 
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Killed in Action (estimated) 85. 

Wounded in Action {estimated) 

Captured 

17. 

15. 

An extract ot the Art.er Action Report of the 2d/.502d In!antry for Austin VI re-

veals the following quotes: 

11 The assigrment or the 11 ?th Artation l;ornpan;y ·command and control 
aircraft in direct support of the Infantry was invaluable to the success 
of the operation. A com:nand and control helicopter was used for liason, 
communication with sunordina.te units to terrain objectives, and the lo­
cation of potential landing zones. This .flexibility facilitated toutine 
unit supply and airdrops and expidited emergency airdrops of chainsaws, 
demolitions, food and ammunit i on. Stationing the helicopters forward at 
Bu Gia Map provided much greater utilization." 

The professionalism and canbat proficierx:y ot the 11 ?thwas again displ~ed 

when in oialy tour hours., the entire company moved., on order, from Gia Nghia to 

Pleiku tor an immediate 48 hour participation in Operation Paul Revere IV, 

31 March to 1 June. Reinforcements were required to assist the 1st Air Cavalry 
.. 

Division in an aggressive attack on Viet l;ong forces surrounded in an isolated 

area. In less than 24 Uoura the 117th had compiled 152 hours of combat flying, 

airlifting 664 American troops and over 10! tons ot supplies. All missions were 

successful.lJ' calilpleted without ineident. 

At the same time that the 117th was involved in Paul Revere IV., the loth 

Aviation Battalion issued orders tor. the 11 ?th to be combat operational at Dak To 

no later than 2 June tor partici~~ion ·in oi1e of the mast intricately planned 

campaigns to date, Operation Hawthorne, 2 June to 20 June. Without hesitation 

. : an advaooe party was airlifted to Dak To to establish the !orward conmand post fl 

and a temporar,y cantorment area f:or the operation. This advance party, under 

command of the Executive Ott.leer, Major Schieder, accomplished its mission in 

a truly out.standing manner ard due to its etf'orts 1 the 1 t 7th was prepared to 
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conmonce the support or the operation on the day o! their arrival. Operation 

Ha.llthorne was on ot the most signit.1.caht and decisive battles toug l:t in Vietnam. 

American and ARVN forces succeeded in completely stopping the planned attack by 

the 24th NOrth Vietnamese ArTlf/ Regi.ment against the villlges of Dak To and Tan 

Cahn. This operation sicceededl not only in stopping the attack, but also routed 

the NVA regiment which resulted in its complete disorganization. The infantry p 

pressed the attack against the enemy by deploying company sized elements into 

strategically located postions in order to effecti vel.y block the exi. ts into 

Cambodi~ !.. and the dense jungle to the no ; th. These tactics required maxi.mum aviati on 

e·rrort in order to rapidly move large infantry and artillery elements thro '.:ghout 

the battlefield. In addition, numerous special reconnaisance teams reouired 

inmediate airlift intothe area separating the larger allied units. Many or 

these area ,were known enemy resupply and withdraw! routes and several times 

during the operation memaers ot the 1 t 7th were called upon to effect an ~emergency 

extraction or one of these recon teaniS under entense enell\Y fire to prevent its 

complete annihilation. The success of this operation would not have been pos-

sible without ttie determined, ~ghly professional aviation support ren:iered, of 
' 

which the 117t.h played a major ahd dec_isive role. Feats or individual, crew and 

team heroism were conuoon throughout .. ~~e operation. Members of the 11 ?th continued 

to support, assist; and even save their ·1nrantr;r comrades at great personal 
. ~~ 

risk and sacrifice. A:s ex.ample, Warrant Officer Richard J. Fedorowicz on two 

occasiorus while' at night hoTered above the trees, and while completely exposed 

to the intense eneJey" ground 1.'1re successtul.ly extracted the recOll teams from 

the grip ot the enemy forces. For his actions Warrant Otti.cer Fedorowicz was 

twice awarded the Distinguished ~ng Cross. Three conplete crews of' the 
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"Sidewinders" also earned the everlasting gratitude and respect of our alliee, 

when, on the evening of 3 June they were called upon to aidna company of ARVN 

troops who had been ambushed, pinned down by enemy fire, and eventually surrounded 

by an enemy regiment. During the resulting engagement, even though two or the 

pilots, Cl-/0 Harold R. Heber and \;01 Raymond G. Fritz, became seriously wounded 

and all aircraft became targets !or the intense enemy grourxi fire, these dedicated 

soldiers remained on station and attacked the enemy time art.er time with effective 

and davaatating suppressive fire. The American Advisor later reported that ;; s 0 

result of this action, his forces met no further resistance and were able to 
.. 

continue and accomplish their mission. As a result of the action, CWO Heber 

was recommended !or the Silver Star, Cpt Richart D. Akre, 1Lt Homer R. Jordan 

and \Jarr&nt Officers Harold o. Crooks, Bdwin R. Conat~t and RaJmond Fritz were 

recommended for the Distinguished 1'"'1Ji.ng Cross and all other crew .members were 

recommended for the Air Medal tor Valor. In order to pay tribute to the 

extraordinar,y achievements performed in the conduct of Operation Hallthorne, 

sixty-.t'i ve perdent of the enlisted Jllen were recommended for the USARV Certificate 

of Achievement. All told, Operation Hawthorne was one of the most successful 
· ' 

operations conductod in Vietnam . during 1966. This success was the result of a 

truly professional team effort, in· which the 11 'lth played a major part. 

Toward the end or Hawthorne, the ·-22n:l <dartermaster Detachment was dropped 

as a supporting unit am POL resp~~ibility was given to the Service Platoon. 

It was the Service Platoon which constructed the "mini-port" refueling facility 

at Dong Ba Thin. Thia achievement enabled the aircraft to refuel while running, 

saving a great deal or time. 

The 11 ?t.h continued to provide 11Upport tor the 1st Brigade, 101 st Airborne 
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Division in the same general area aroun:i Vale To from ?4 June to 14 July during 

the conduct or Operation Beauregard. Thie operation was conducted to exploit the 

success or Hawthorne am the 117th continued to provide pro.tessiona.l aviation 

support required by the infantry units to enable them to accomplish their 

objective. 

J..)moi~ the period, the 1oth Aviation Battalion was redesignated as the 

1oth Combat Aviation Battalion and all o! the Aviation Compantes became Assault 

Helicopter Companies. 

The 11 ?th returned to the coastal area of Tey Boa to provide support r~ 

Operation John Paul Jones from 21 Ju:cy to 25 August. Once. again in support of 

the tst/101st Airborne Division as well as their old friends and allies f'1'llln the 

2nd ROK Marine Brigade, 22nd ARVN Di vision and elements ot the 5th Special .t<orces 

Group. Once again the 11.?'t.h was included in several night lirt.s by compaey and 

bat talion sized task .forces. During this opera ti on, the cunshi pa or the 117th 

had 10 con.firmed Viet Cong ld.118 arxi ·approximately 45 structures damaged or 

destroyed. 

Without a preak am tortuna.tely without moving !rom its location at Tuy Hoa, 

the 11 'lth provided support .f'or ·operation Seward from 26 August to 15 October. 

Again theuni t worked with the 101st"~~vision, and the newly arrived 1st Battalion, 

22m Infantry, 4th Infantry Division.· ·as well as providing 10 lift helicopters 
. ~ ~ 

to aid the 14th Combat Aviation Battalion in support or the 1st Air Cavalry 

Division trom 12 September to 18 September. The highlight of Operation Seward was 

a 1oth CAB llrt. in which an entire in.tantr.Y battalion was extracted, lifted to 

a staging area and then lifted in a Canbat Assault. This lift conmenced in the 

af"ternoon am terminated with the final extraction am MS&ult being conducted 

with the use ot artificial. illmd.nation art.er dark. It was during the.ffinil 
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extr:iction of the recondo element or the 2d/502d that one of the airlirt. heli­

copters, piloted by Cpt Leslie J. Helper, was taken under fire and disabled in 

the pickup zone. Additi onal troops 1l'8re inmodiatel.y returned to the area, and 
' 

due to this rapid reaction, no losses were sustained and the aircr<i rt was re-

covered. 

The 117th was alerted on 15 October to move from Tuy" Hoa to Pleiku to 

reinforce the 52nd Combat Aviation Battalion in support of the 4th Infantry 

fil vision, which were ingaged fm Operation Paul Revere IV. Dy 17 October the 

entire unit was operational in }ileiku and commenee operati ons irrrnediately. The 

M?th conducted munerows assaults as well as other support missions. Duri.ng this 

period, Major Kenneth L. Ketzler succeeded ta. command of the unit. The 11 ?th 

was raced with the ptoblem on conductin assaults into dense jungle terrain held 

by very detennined enezl\Y' forces in areas where no suitable landing zones existed. 

By talP.ng lighter loads to allow the helicopters to hover out of ground effect, 

the 11 ?th overcame the problem and coniucted assaults into areas where it appeared 

to be impossibl'e. Trees, stumps, bamboo and high elephant grass kept the hell-

copters f'rom landing, but as th~ . ~vered over the area, the infantrymen would 

jump from the ships, secure the area and cut out a suitable landing area !or the 

subsequent lifts. It was during this type of work that the 11 ?th lost two 

ships to the eneJV' fire. On 29 October,: 1 Lt John Manchester was resupplying 

a rifle canpan;r A'bich had been in contact for several hours. As 1Lt Manchester 

approached the drop zone, his aircraft was hit and began to burn in filght. Only 

thro•1gh exceptional f'lying skUl was he able to fly the burning aircraft to a 

nearby river. He then ditched the aircraft in the water and all cre\olJilembers w 

escaped unharmed. ~ secord loss ruulted in the only combat casualties for the 

unit for the year. One or our armed ships piloted by Cpt John J. Livingston am 
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Warrant Officer Terreooe M. Rooney 1 was called upon to protlde cover !or another 

armed ship making a run on a known eneiey" position. Without hesitation, Cpt 

Livingston dove hie aircraft at the eneiey" target where one other h_ellcopter had 

already been shot down. la he broke away from his gun run, he became the t arget 

or numerous enelJ\Y auto1I1Atic weapons in the area. The helicopter burst i nto flames 

and in a final effort he crashed his virtually amontroliable ship into the enemy 

position. It was not until the enemy had been routed out that the bodies of 

Cpt Livingston, W01 Rooney, Sp5 Maynard J. Humes andSp4 Loren s. Reeves were 

able to be recovered. .l'·or the unquestionalle heroism and eel! sacrifice above and 

beyoni the call of duty, Cpt Li vingston was awarded the Silver Star posthumously 

and the three other crewmen were posthumously awarded the Distinguished rlying 

Cross. 

After Operation Paul Revere, the 11 'lth was changed i?r.tvo ways. The first 

was the change in strength to fifteen officers, fifty one warrant officers and 

one hundred and seventy three enlisted men. On the 10th or November the TO~ 

was modified girlng the two lift platoons eleven UH-1D models each to replace 

the eight 11Brav~~ models in eacll . platoon. The gun platoon traded its old "Bravo" 

models tor the new and raster "Charlie" model. The guns were also authorized 

the new "mini-gun" weapons sjlstem. ·· · · 
'• 

The next operation tor the 11 ?th lias Operation Attleboro in Tay Ninh 
. ~ ~ 

Province which developed into one or the major combat operations in 1966. As 

more am more American infantrymen were comnitted to the operation, the need for 

more helicopter support became apparent and the 52nd Combat Aviation Battalion 

was was called upon t provide some or this support. At this time the 11 'lth was 

attached to the 52nd and recieved the mission ot reinforcing the 1 'iUth Assault 
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Helicopter "'ompaey tor operat : on in support o~ bhe 1st Brigade, 25th Infantry 

D"'. vi.sion in the area just north or Tay Ninh. During the period f.rom 10 November 

to 17 November, one airlift platoon and pa.rt or the gun platoon participated in 

massive comb.·! t assaults, resupply missions, medical evacuations and corrmand and 

control missions for the infantry unite. Although the flat terrain, with hbge 

landing zones free of obstacles, gave the pilots and crews a relative break .from 

the rigorous fiying around Pleiku, the Viet Cong did not. He posed a constant 

threat· to all aircraft flying aeywhere in the area and it was only by extremely 

good fortune that t he 11 'fth aircraft were able to return to Pleiku without loss 

or incident. During their stay at Ta_y Ninh, the combat veterans of' the 11Vth were 

again subjected to mortar attacks bJrt, suffered no injuries or damage. 

On 7 December the 11 7th again packed 1 ts bags and moved to Kont um where it 

joined the headquarters or the 1oth CAB and its sister unit the 129th Assallt 

Helicopter Compazv in sup ··ort or the 1st Brigade, 101Bt Division in Operation 

Picldrtt. Operation Pickett got underway early in the morning or 9 Dedember 

when all of the tactical unl.ts or the brigade were moved in a series of assaults 

into positions ,,pµroxi.matel,y .3°= .miles west of Kontum, near the Cambodian border. 
I 

Arter these initial assaults, the 117'-h continued to fly the various support 

and reconnaisance missions for the· ·~gade. Just prior t;o_ the .Chri.stmaa Truce 

period, the 11 ?th and the 129th eXt.racted all or the tactical elements from their 

field positions and returned them··to 'Kontum where they were able to celebrate 

Christmas. As · a fitting end to a highly auccesstul year, the 117t.h, 129th and 

four CH-47A Uhinoolas completed what was believed to be the largest non-illuminated 

night combat assault held in Vietnam. On the nlght or 27 December, more than 

1000 men and over 6,000 pounds ot cargo were lirted into a deep valley approx­

imately 15 Miles northeast o! Kontum. Despite the utremsly hazardous mountain 
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terrain and unimproved landing wnezs, ·coupled with strong winds and severe 

turbulence, the enti re ll.rt. was completed without incident or accident by the 

veteran aviators. Thusly 1966 came to a close with the men of the 1 l?th Assault 

Helicopter Compa.Izy' spending another New Year's Eve in the field. 
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CHAPTER V 

1 Jam.uu7 1967 - 31 December 1967 

The ioonth ot January found the 117th in the field engaged in Operation 

Pickett at Kontum where they had been since 8 December 1966 and were to remain 

ilntil 19 January 1967. 

Between 19 January a.rd 1 February, the 2nd and_ gun 'platoons went ba ck to 

Dong Ba Thin and asaurmncd an "Ash and Trash" and trainine mission while the 

1st platoon went to Phan Rang and remained there until 15 February support ing 

2d/.327th of the 101 st. T~ 2nd and the gun platoons moved out for Dao Loe 

on the 1 sj; of February to start Operation Gatling I. Dur i. ng Gatling I, the 

117th new a variety ot combat missions which included troop lifts, extractions, 

resupply and medical evacuations. The mtsaions terminated on 4 February 1967. 

On 5 February the 117th closed on Phan Thiet where it began Operation 

Gatliiig II. Gatling II ran from 5 February to 15 February during which the 

117th compiled 137B sorties, 578 tasks, lifted 3636 troops and carried 68 torus of 

! cargo. 

On the a>th ·of f ebruary, the 11 'lth moved back to Tay Ninh to engage in 

Operation Junction City, which WRs to be the most action packed engagement 

fo r r the 117th in some time. Joining ,ld..th the 71st, 129th and 116th Assault 

Helicopter Companies on 22 February) the 11 ?th had a mission to move the ht 
. . 

Brigad.~ or the it1 st.!..! nfantry into three Landing Zones. Out o! the ten 117th 

ships, $1.ve wre hit by ground tire, two or which went down in the vicinity 

ot the LZ. On the 24th the 11 'lth new- into acti.on aeain, dropping ARVN Rangers 

mrth ot Tay Ninh am getting three ships hit with one going down in the vicinity 

or the LZ. 1Lt. Bazzill Wolfe was the unlucky pilot as it was his aJdp which 

was shot down on both days. He suf!erred no serioua injuries. 
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With Junction City finished, the 11 ?th moved on to Operation Ivy Task on 

26 February 1967. It was an Wleventtul and routine operation which lasted a 

short 'While. At the same time the 11 'lth was engaged in Operation Farragut until 

23 March. Operation Farragut took the unit from Phan Rang the Phan Thiet and then 

to Song Mau. 

Operation Summerall round the 11 ?th in Khanh Duong ri:-om 28 l'larch and lasted 

until 2!) April. This operat1.on ims difficult in that an several occasi ons our 

ai rcraft made resupply to troops in positions that f orced thepilots to .fly very 

s 1mdy over the LZ and throw the supplies from the ship. 

In april the 117th returned from the field to take over the coastal support 

I /: 
mission in the II Corps area from Dong Ba Thin. 

i ; 
1· 
i• 
i· 
i· 
I 
I· 

J~ found the 11 ?th again on a hunt after three months of "Ash & Trash". 

During this period Major Travis L. Walker assumed command of the unit on 2 August 

until· .30 September when he was succeeded by Ljor David G. Jayne. 

Only on period of time was outstanding during the above interval and that 

i: had to do with our gunships the "Sidewinders". On 6 September at approximately 

j; 
!\ 
I 
!: 

1600 hrs. the g9rns were alerted :.to. send one light fire team to cert,P.n coordinates 

am contact 11.ocking Grips Alpha. · Ar:ri ving on station , they WBre given the 

situation and t ):rned o-fer to the corit.~ling agency. The fire team experrled twice 

/ on the location with a con.finned J;D kills and .30 wounded. Again of 7 September 

at 06oo hrs the performance was repeated. the control had reported a VC ma.chine 

gun position. After the guns expended the control ehip reported that the target 

was neutralized. lben at approximately 11\X> hrs, the control ship round a 

sU8pected VC position. Upon engaging the target the guns received intense auto­

matic weapons fire. The art.er action report credited the "Sidewirrlers" with 
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seven NVA kills and 14 NVA wounded for the action. 

The 11 ?th received a W"1'ning order on 6 November stating that it would 

participate in an operation in the Phan Rang area on or about the 11th of the 

month. Typhoon Freddi created some problems in that.bome of the aircraft were 

spread around the II Corps area and could not return in t i me for the initial 

phase8 or the operation. Attachments we :·e received on the n!ight of the 10th in 

the form or two CH-47 1a, five UH-1D 1s and three UH-1C's. Briefjng of all crews 

took place at 2100 hrs the evening of the 1 oth and the crews prepared for a 

0600 hrs take off on the following day. At 0600 hrs on 11 November all aircraft 

departed Dong Ba Thin !or Phan Rang. The pick up was at 0635 and the first lift 

began. The f1.r5t LZ was "cold" am after it was secured the CH-47's began 

bringing in theh- loruis of amnunition and artillery pieces. Bravo company of 

the 3rd Battalion of the 32oth, 101st Division was airlifted into LZ Tampa 

in a.aeries of three assaults. The LZ was prepared with both air s i. rikes and 

artillery, but fire was received while on short final into the !°;Z• Arter canpletion 

of T··mpa, a series of three lifts were also !lown into LZ New York. Fire was re-
!11 

ceived northwest, of the ~ by th~ .gunships while per.forming a recon of the area. 

An air strike was directed into the area and Charlie Gompany was completed without 

rurther incident. Following New Y~rk, the CP group was landed in L£. Boston. 

LZ Boston pr~sented a real challenge to the aviatmDS in that the only clear area 

in which to land w;;s a amall space . located in::a hollow and the only entry was 

down wind. The LZ waa completed without incident. Alpha Compaey of tho Jrd 

Battalion was then lifted into LZ Atlanta. Artillery was used to prep the area 

tor twenty minutes. The gunships then roconned am gegan to prep the area. Low 

clouds on top of themountain forced thelitt. into low level entry. Approxi . mately 

two-thirds or the LZ was in !lames am four or the ships were forced to go around. 

')!} 
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Durned out tree stumpe covered the area which was not on f:i.re and only three ships 

could be landed at one time. By the time the third and last lirt wne completed 

siooke and cloude obscured the the entire area. Shipe were required to make 

irrli victual exits from the LZ flying low level through the various valleys am 

passes until they were able to reform on the other side of the mountain about 400 

feet below LZ Atlanta. LZ j3rovidence was the next to receive troops. A f i nal 

insertion into LZ Providence was completed at 1455 hrs and the 117th returned t o 

Dong Ba Thin. 

On 28 November, the 11 ?th began Operation tlamath Falla. The men packed 

their bags and moved back into the field. tlamath Falls was conducted with the 

11 ?th at the explicit request o! the Comrrumding General of the 1st Brigade, 101 at 

Airborne Division who was in charge of the entire operation. 

The .first move was back to Phan Rang. The lirt and gun platoons moved out 

but the ad.mini.strati ve and support mrl. ts remained at Dong Ba Thin. The unit 

supported the 101 st in a clearing operation along High'r1ay 1 until 4 December when 

the entire co~aey r,nd support units nx:>ved to Phan Thiet. The lift uni ts accoJ?!) 

plished the nx:>v~ in three hours ._.and the remainder of the cor;)pany followed in 

convoy the next day. The 117th ·contin11ed to support the 101st 1.n::'epening ~g~ 

1 from Phan Thiet to Xuan Ice. Wm.le at Phan Thiet, the 1st Li.ft Platoon wns 

engaged in a tWilight insertion of trooi)s near the city of Dalat. During the 
·, , 

operation, the lift ran into heavy· resistance. One of the gunships, piloted by 

\'/arrant Officer Dal E. Garber was shot down in the midst o! a heavily bunkered 

Viet Cong conmand post. Sgt John R. Batiste, the door gunner, saw approximately 

'jJ enemy troops advancing toward his hip. He immediately took up his M-W 

ma.chins gun trom its mount and standing in fUll viev of the enerrtr held them orr 
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single handedly until a rescue ship could get into the aroa. '.gt Batiste 

managed to kill 15 enel!\Y soldiers before he was rescued. The rescue ship, 

piloted by 1 Lt. Frareia W. LaRoue, braved the eneJI\Y !'1.N to pluck the seemingly 

doomed crew b-om the enemy trap. Tor their act ·i_ons, Sgt Batiste was reconnnended 

for the Distinguished Service Cross and 1 Lt. La Rouo was .. awarded the Di stinguished 

Flying Cro15s. 

The 11 ?th remained at Phan l'hiet unti l the 18th of December when they followed 

the 101 st deep into the mountains and set up capip at Bao Loe. Here the 11 ?th 

supported the 101 st in several a.5sau1ts, relocations and rrumerous resupply 

operations. These missions were especially difficult due to the high terrain 

(average elevation was above J,000 feet MSL) and weather during the monsoon 

season. Bao Loe proved to be a unique experience for some of the men. Warrant 

Officer Robert Browne and his fellow 1st platoon members celebrated his First 

Wedding Anniversary with champagne saved for the occasion. The festivities took 

place in the s~agged btmker adjacent to the tent during a mortar attack on the 

area • 
·' .. 

Christmas dawned cold am ~ for the men o! the 11 'lth, but their spirits 

were undaunted. It 'WB.5 a 11 ?th lrl:~rart, piloted by Warrant Officers Robert A. 

Skiba and Richard M. King, which carri.ed Sierra. Charlie Six (that's Santa Claus 

to you civilians!) on his yearly Visit to the men of the 101st in the field. 

So 1967 ended for the 11'7th where it began - in the .field. Uuring the 

year the 11 ?th had fiown over ErVery square mile of the II Corps area in support 

or 1118.l\1 operations but their biggest surprises were yet to come. 
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CHAPTER V1 

1 January 1968 - 31 March 1968 

At about 0100 hours on 31 December 1967, the 117th was released from the 

10th Combat Aviation Battalion an~Signed to: ,t~e 145th: .Cbmbat ~ AViatioil._. -~ 

Battali on at Bien Hoa. By 2000 hrs on the 31st the unit had relocated at Dien 

I~a about 100 mi les south of I3ao Loe. "Tent City" was agB.in set up and on 2 June 

1968, the 11 'lth began familiarization flights in gener3.l support of the uni ts in 

III Corps Tactical Zone. This was a new experience for the aviators. The flyine 

was complicated by llight folloHing, traffic patterns and zones and artillery 

advisories. The men had to shuck their rough and tumble habit acquired in the 

m::>untains and adjust to the rigid rules mecessa.ry in the high density traffic 

around Siagon a?Yi Bien Hoa. On 14 January 1 the officers moved into a villa in 

the town of Dien Hoa. Civilization at Last!! The unit continued in this fairly 

easy life o! support missions with an occasi onal combat assault until 31 January. 

6n the night o! 31 January, the Viet Cong launched their notorious Tet Offensive. 

The unit -was rocketed on two occasions during the offensive. The following days 

and nights were . filled with emergency resupplies and assaults. The "Sidewimder3 11 

had their hands full flying emergency g\UlShip support mission day and night. The 

11 'lth was constantly active in the- -d~~ense of Bien Hoa and Siagon as well as the 

re•upply of the smaller isolated outposts. This offensive caused a great loss 
. ~ ~ 

to the men of the 11 7th. On 25 January 1 Warrant Officer John J. 1'"oden, 1 Lt 

Robert H. King, Sp4 Jack Cotterell and Sgt Jack Sutphen were killed when their 

aircraft was blown out of the sky by a VC ~ caliber machine gun brought in 

to reinforce the Viet Gong o!'fensi ve. Three days later, a gunship had an engine 

failure at low altitude over the city of Dien 11ca. The pilot tried desperately 

to avoid cradhing in the middle of the city. He was just able to get his i'ully 
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armed ship into a field when it crashed and exploded. The pi lot, ,-,arrant 0 ffi cer 

Timothy McKiernBll, died in th.at ex:ploeion. For his heroic sel-sacritic he wae f!i 
l'· 

awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. posthuml.181.y. 

On 5 February, the unit was transferred to form the nucleus of the newly 

formed ,308th Combat Aviation Battalion. Tho 117th began to fly as a desienated 

assault unit. The "Ash & Trash" general 3upport days were over. They ber,an to 

exclusively support the 199th Light Infantry Brigade and the 9th Infantry Division 

in their operations in the Delta. 

On 15 February Major Jay o. ~·/eight succeeded •'la,jor Jayne. The unit again 

began combat operations in earnest. Despite the age . of their ships the 117th 

took their vintage 1~3 and 1964 Delta model into the fight. It was an assault 

every day. Places like JV" Tho, Dong Tam, Tan An, Viiil Long and Can Tho appeared 
" ,. 

on the mission board with increasing regularity. 

·On 26 February, 15 ships took off for Can Tho. The first li.f't of 9th 
f ' 

Di vision troops dre.)11' , light .fire. The aecoi'Xi lift flew into a trap. The lead 
.. 

shi:p, piloted oy Ca'.pt:af.n Ben H. Blizzard, received intense fire and Cpt Blizzard 

had his foot shattered by '' an armo+, piercing round. Every ship was taking hits. 
;I .' , • : ' 

·; ( . 

Lead ship had taken over JO hits · and due to the excellent flying ability of the 
/,, \ . 

co-pilot, Warra;:rt. Officet Michael !>~ o•~., was flown back to Can Tho. Warrant 
·" . 

Officer Ba.z:rf,·Nordlot had his controli.- completely shot away and crashed. 

Miracfil:oUlly no one on boa.dd was a.eriously injured althouglt the aircraft was 
·' 

demolished. In the space or 15 Jllinutes, only three or the 117th 's ships were 

I
' · -_., 1~ljrable. One ot the three, an old 1963 model /1989 piloted by Warrant 0!.ficer 

1

- - . !Robert A. Skiba and Warrant Officer Dal w. Renshaw Wa.5 flying with over twelve 

I 

I 
i 
I 

hits. tenethelesa, the comn.and and control officer, Major Johlll\1 IC. Gower, 
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orcani zed another lift and the three 11 ?th aircra ft led t.he i.;ay in three succe6si ve 

lifts to relieve the embattled 9th Division troops. 

Thus began a chain of events which was to nearly deplete the 117th of 

flyable aircraft. 

March came and brought more a.ssaults in the My Tho-Dong Tam-Vinh Long area. 

The 11 ?'th carried the troops into the areas nm resupplied them with food am 

runmunition. Often these resupplies had to be picked up from the decks of US Navy 

ships in the Viekong River •• The aircraft and crews worked long hours for into the 

ni ght on these missions. The toll on the aircraft rind crews was heavy. The 

missions continued; night .pickups from the blacked out ships, format i on extractions 

guided only by a single flashlight. The months of February and March were two of 

the most difficult months in the 11 ?th's experience. 

Finally due to the nge of the aircraft. arrl the great amount of flying hours 

plus . ~he extensive battle damage and the shortage of repair parts, the valiant 

11 ?th could no longer met its daily co:r:mi.tmnt of 10 slicks and 4 guns. In the 

final days of March the unit was only able to put up a maxi.mun of seven patched 

up slicks and one die hard gunship. The unit was ordered to a 30 day starrl down 

for the first time in its history. On 31 !-larch 1968, the 11 ?th ceased operations 

am. began to rebuild. The 11 ?th had . been in continuous combat operations since the 

Tet Offensive began an:1 had not ceased. ~en when on 21 March it accomplished 

another full company move to Long .Binh, 10 miles east of llien Hoa and was re­

assigned to the 214th Combat Aviation Battalion. The 117th began a well deserved 

rest after nearly seven years of glorious and valiant service in the Republic 

of Vietnam. 
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EPIIffiUE 

The circle had been completed. On 11 December 1961, the old 8th Tranaportat i on 

Company lamed at the docks of Siagon. Six years, two months and ten days or 

traveling from I Corps through 11 C,orps and III corps, terminated with the 11 ?th 

Assault Helicopter Compa.I\Y locating at Long Binb Military Complex a scant ten 

miles from where the oddessey began. 

The past years were illuminated b: countless operations of all types which 

the 11 ?th conducted with great valor and det ermination. The unit had lost ai r -

craft and men but kept on fighting. The heroism of its members accounted for maey 

i individual awards for valor and three Unit Citations for Valor. In addition to 
I 
I j. the Presidential Unit Citation and the two Valorous Unit Awards, the 11 ?th was 

awarded two Meritorious Unit eormnendations for its activities in 1965, 1966 anri 
I r 1967. During the last two years, the 11 ?th arxi its attached units operated at re-

' 

1· 
I 
I 

i 
i 

·I 
I 
I 

I 

duced strength in aircraft. am personnel. Finally it was granted a reprei ve to 

rebuild and reorganize. 

On 5 April 1968, Hajor Johney K. Gower took command of the 11 ?th. Under 

his energetic leadership the unit began to take shape. The old worn out Delta 
./ .... 

roodel slicks were replaced by 1966 and 1967 D r.iodels. Personnel were br ought 

into the unit to bring it up to strength. The 11 ?th acquired new gunships. The 

operations section was revitali zed· arid .updated through the enerxr of Captain 

Arthur D. Goetz, the operations ~.fricer. The company area becahe hlore and more 

livable during this period. An Officer's Club began to take shape from a 

spare building. The Enlisted \ilub became a going concern. Every where was 

improvement. There is much more to be accomplished 8.5 of this writing but on 

t °'ay 1968, the new 11 'lth Assault Helicopter was ready to start. operating again 
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in the same tradition of valor and determinat J. on of its ancestor. 

The circle has been completed and starts anew - the future holds nothing 

but promise. 
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:22 Nov:·'1 .... 
21 Nov 61 

11 Dec 61 

23 Dec 61 

10 Jan 62 

6 Jun 62 

26 Jul 62 

.9 Oct 62 

22 Apr 63 

25 Jun 63 
r 
l 28 Nov 63 I 
I 

f 14 Feb 64 
l • 

10 ~t ' -64' .. 
I 
l 

I 23 Dec 64 I 
r 
i 10 Feb 65 -I 
1· 11 Jun 65 
I 
I 

18 Aug 65 I 
t 28 Aug 65 
~ ·: 

25 Sep 65 

8 Oct 65 

21 Oct 65 

10 Nov 65 

1 Jan 66 

APPENDIX 1 

CHRON)LCGY 

!th Transportation Company alerted 

8th Transportation Company left States 

8th Transportation arrives in Vi etnam 

First Gombat Mission 

8th moves to Qui Nhon 

Maj Corneil succeeds Maj Hardesty 

Maj Tedesco succeeds Maj Cormil 

Maj Kisling sacceeda Maj Tedesco 

Maj Aiton succeeds Maj Kisli~ 

8th trans. Co. inactivated - 117th Avn. Co. Activated 

Last CH-21 left Qui Noon 

Maj McGuire succeeds Maj Aiton 

Maj Wyllie sudceed.s Maj McGuire 

Maj Rogers succeeds Maj Wyllie 

EM hotel in Qui Nhon bombed 

Dong Xoai operation begins - Presidential Unit Citation 

Maj Stobbs succeeds Maj Rogers 

Operation Gibraltar begins 

117th moves tO Dong Ba Thin 

Maj Constame succeeds Maj Stobbs 

Relief of Plei Me - Valorous Unit Award 

Operation Christmas 

Operation Jefferson 
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19 Jan 66 Ope ration Van Buren 
I . 
I 26 Feb 66 Operation .tlarrison - Valorous Unit Award i 
I 

• ' 28 Feb 66 Maj Zell:mer succeeds Maj Constance 

p 2.5 Mar 66 Operation Filmore 
I 

t· 

r 
26 Apr 66 Operati on Austin II 

! 28 Apr 66 Operation Austin IV 

Jl May 66 Operati nn Paul Revere II 

2 Jun 66 Operation Ha.wt.home 

24 Jun 66 Operation Beauregard 

E 1 Jul 66 t 17th Avn Go redesignated 11 ?th Asit Hel ~ 
[ -
1·:f 21 Jul 66 Operation John Paul Jones 
, • 

: ~, 
26 Aug 66 Operation Seward 

•' 
I'. 

· ~ 
·•. 15 Oct 66 Operation Paul Revere IV 
·(i: ., 26 Oct 66 Maj Ketzler succeeds Maj Zellmer 
f 

: ~ 

10 Nov 66 117th authorized UH•1D aircraft 

: ~ Operation Attleboro 

. :.. 7 Dec 66 Qperatioo .. Pi~ett 
· ~ .. 
" 19 Jan 67 Ash & Trash 
'' 

1 Feb 67 Operation Gatling I 
•. 

5 Feb 67 Operation Gatlillg .II 
i 

I ~Feb 67 0peration ~tion l;f.ty 
'\ 

I 

2(, Feb 67 Operation Ivy Task 
4 Operation Farragut 

26 M4r 67 Operation SUt11Derall 
' 

1 Apr 67 Ash & Trash 

2 Aug 67 Maj Walker succeeds Maj Ketzler 
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JO Sep 67 Maj Jayne succed8 Maj ~Jalker 

11 Nov 67 Back with the 101 at 

28 1i#y97 Operation IO..anath Falls 

4 Deot»$7 Move tb Phan Thi.et 

15 Dec 67 Move to Bao Loe 

31 Dec 67 Tra.Il3ferred to 145th CAB 
Moved to Bien Roa 

31 Jan 68 Tet Offensive 
.... 

r 5 Feb 6a Tra.nsferred to J08th CAB 
" ' . 
" 
~ 15 Feb 6a Major Weight succeeds Major Jayne 
i 

i 2/J Feb 6a Shot·· up at Can Tho 
f 
µ'. ; 

21 Mar 68 Transferred to 214th CAB ~.~; . 
·'., 

Moved to wng Bi nh 

31 Mar 6a Ceased operations 

5 Apr 6a Maj Gower succeeds Maj; .. Weight \ · 

·~ ··, 

• 
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APPENDIX 2 

This section of the Unit Hf.story is drawn up in memoriam to the men 

of the 8th Transportation von;>aey 1 the 117th Aviation Compaey and the 1 TVth 

Assault Helicopter Company who gave their lives in their country'• cause. These 

men set the example of complete devotion· to duty and will never be forgotten in 

the hearts and minds of those who worked and fought at their si ie. 

HONOR ROLL 8th Transportation Compa.rv 

CWO Joseph A. Goldberg 
Sp5 Harold L. Gutherie 
Sgt James E. Lane 

Cpt James H. Allred 
PFC Jean-claude Esnault 
PFC Terrence Lovengrith 

(KIA) 
(KIA) 
(KIA) 

OOIDR ROLL 117th Aviation Comparv 

W01 Robert E. Thurston (KIA) 

15 July 1962 
15 July 1962 
15 July 1962 

14 December 1963 
14 December 1963 
14 Dedember 1963 

18 December 1964 

OOOOR ROLL 11 ?th Assault Helicopter Compa.rv 

Cpt John J. Li vi~ston 
W01 Terrence M. Rooney 
Sp5 Maynard J .. . Humes 
Sp4 Loren s. Reeves 

W01 John J. Fod(Sn 
1 Lt Robert H. King 
Sgt Jack Sutphen 
Sp4 Jack Cotterell 

(KIA) 
(KIA) 
(KIA) 
(KIA) 

((ill),), 
(Ia:Al . 
(KIA 
(KIA 

W01 Timothy M. McKierna.n (KIA) 

Sp5 Robert B. Hedge 
Sp4 Gerald McCaf !ery 

PFC John c. smtth 

11 November 1966 
11 November 1966 
11 November 1966 
11 November 1966 

25 January 1968 
25 January 1968 
25 January 1968 
2$ January 1968 

·2$ Januq.ry 1968 

26 February 1968 
·26 February 1968 

28 Mey- 1968 
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-· UNIT 00l{)RS 

PRESIDENTH\L UNIT CmTATION 
Dong Xoai 

10 - 13 June 1965 

VAI.DROUS UNIT A\'!ARD 
Operation Gibralter 

Plei Me 
18 Sep - 28 Oct 1965 

VALOROUS UNIT AWARD 
TllY Hoa Valley 

1 Jan - 24 Mar 1966 

HEIUTORIOUS UNIT COMMElWATION 
·· Vietnam 

1 Dec 65 - 1 Sep 66 

MElU'l'ORIOUS UNIT COMMIDIDATION 
Vietnam 

5 Sep 6f - 31 Mar 67 
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i"OR CIBJ,HANCE l..1'.ID rLLlli»SL 

I'HE NIGHT OF THE FIFTH Oi JUNE -------------

INFORY..A TION OFFICE 
HQ 12TH CDT AVN GP 
1,5 July 68 

The diamond formation headed northeast from Nui Ba Den mountain flying 
at the base of the clouds with that unhurried, Sunday afternoon air so char­
acteristic of helicopter formations. Looking over my shoulder from my number 
two position, I could see the smiling face of 11 Ll. ttle Annie Fannie" on the 
nose cone of the number four ship, rising and falling gently in the late 
afternoon air. Right then I was proud to be a member of the unit she stood 
for; the First Platoon of the 11 ?th Assault Helicopter Company, the 11 vlARLORDS . 1 

Now, as we moved in for the final extraction from the landing Zone, I marvelE! 
at the keen alertness of all my senses, surrounded by a· cool, relaxed con­
fidence that grows from being part of a well-oiled team of competent and dedi­
cated professionals. All four aircraft commanders were masters of th8 fine 
art of airmanship under combat conditions. All four ~ilots had flown many 
hours under the command of these AC 1 s. Every crewmember in this fonmtion 
knew. his particular rolll in t ·he mission. £v~ry man was CBl.m; every man was 
alert. 

We had already made two extractions from this dark, unholy cavern in 
the jungle. Both times we had received intensive fire on the approach and 
on climbout. Somehow th0se recon teams scened to hA.ve aggravated every 
Viet Cong within a ten mile r adius. In this region was the home of more 
enemy units tl~n the teams had ever suspected. The faint .blue puffs of smoke 
at th~ edge of the landing zone had been unmistakeable - and not .more than 
50 meters away l Ny crewcheif had seen the muzzle falshcs. I felt certain 
we must · have taken hi ts. But all four ships reported all instruments nornnl 
and the birds ha ndled perfectly. I could only attribute the enemy's poor . 
marksmanship to the fact th::.t he used rio tracers, thus minimizing his chances 

of being detected. 
Under such intense automatic weapons fire, the. nornnl procedure would 

have been to silence the positions with artillery and t a ctica l air strikes. 
But this wr.s Ch:l.r1ic 1 s country. Triple canopy jungle lay for miles around 
in every direction. If an attempt was made to pinpoint his position, he was 
nowhere - the jungle: empty and pe~t ceful. If a chopp0r flew over at less 
than 1,000 feet, he was everywhere - the juggle was vicious and deadly. Yet 
we had to Bet th0 r est of that recon' t mm out of the rt! b~foru nightfall. The r : 
was at lea st one battalion of VC and North Vie tnamese r egulars in the immed­
iate vicinity of the LZ. Against such odds the little t0am had small ch:l.nce 
of holding out through the night. 

"Flight, go trail; Leo.d starting descent." The voice was calm and clear. 
Old 562 yawed slightly to thu left in reaction to the smooth r c'<iuction of 
power as my AC 8ased the pitch to almost bottom. Tho crewchief cleared us to 
the left and we sli pped in directly behind Lead as wt: began the three thou­
sc.nd-foot desc0nt to the treetlilps. Th1. t descent would t?..ke about 90 seconds. 
lfo would stay on the tr.:..etops for the l D.st three or four miles to the LZ. 
In this terrain, flying was done on th1:: deck or ;).bove 2,000 feet, and the time 
spent in getting from one level to the other was kept to an absolute minimum. 

We leveled off with our skids in the treetops, flying a comfortable dis­
tance on L0ad. The thick vegetation was a green blur as it whipped be neath. 
I was reassured by th~ thought th['.. t if anything could see us through the 
dense jungle gro'tlth, we 1 d be the re an gone in a fla sh. Lead flew at 100 knots 
making gentle turns to Qvoid the a reu s where thu growth became sparse enough 
to make the ground visible. Then ht: rolh:d smoothly into Cl 30-degree bank, 
di>Jping thu blZ'.<ies clos e to the trt:es. We.; b.'.'..nkcd right :i.nd stayed with him. 
11 Lco.d st.'.l rtine; dcsc0l e r :t ti on. 11 
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The LZ was not in sight, but w 8 were on short finJ l. I made a quick 
chei::k of the instruments, threw a reassuring glance a nd a thumbs up to the 
crewchief and gunner. They never saw me; their eyi;.; s wurc glued to the jungle 
beneath. I prepa.rcd myself to take ov0r control should it become necessary. 
"Lead going through four-zero knots." Without warning Lead dissappearcd into 
the trees out of sight. My AC instinctively eased back on the stick. ThGn 
it was on us - a gaping chasm in a predatory jungle. I half uxpcct~d to sec 
a saber-tooth1.;d togcr lean up c-,t us. As we crossed the trecline and sank 
into that hole, what lea.pcd up at us w<.1s far more deadly than any pre-historic 
beast. The sharp, superfast stacatto of the Chinese AK-47 rifle was an all tco 
familin r sound. 

11 Lead, this is Three, wc'ro taking fire - t.c.1.king fire! I think we 1 re 
hit . " As our ::kids touched the ground LL:ad pi eked up and started out • 

"Le.:>..d 1s cominr; out. Can you make it qut -Three?11 

"This is Three , I 1m t ouching down at this time. Everything SL:ums to be 
okay •11 

11 Leacl, this is Sid0winder Eight; brea:~ rig~t when you hit the treeline." 
The .Sidewinder gun team had covered us on th::.first two cxgractions. Their 
h0avy suppressive fire w.::ts the only deterrent sufficiently effective to m<:.ke 
the extractions possible. Now the two gunships, low on fuel, flew at minimum 
torque to stretch their time-on-station. 

The troops were motivated. The loading "1'as very expeditious. 
11 Two' s coming out. 11 We eased off th (; ground arrl began the agonizingly 

slow climb to the brink of trot ghostly cavern. 11 Tat-tat-tat11 Close! 
Too close! But ~lmost immediately, two M-60 machineguns barked a defiant 
answer as the crewchief and gunner silenc~d th~ closest enemy position with a 
steady stream of death. The troops we had picked up helped us to get the point 
across with their fast-talking M-16s. The steady rhythm of automatic weapons 
fire coming from my ship was music to my cars. 11 Two 1 s out, breaking ri@'lt·, 
taking fire from the left and right in the LZ •11 

"Two, this is Lead; you alright?" Before we could answer, "Lead, this i~ 
Three, I'm losing fuel fast. It's all over the; floor. 11 

"This is Lead; can you mah: tt out, Three?11 

"We 1 re not staying in this hole ! Three 1 s c omi. ng out • 11 

11 This is Sidewinder Eight, we 'vc got you Three. Comt: on out - take it 
ensy •11 

11 Three 1s out. 
11 Uoger, Three. 
"Three, this is 

about 3 00 me:t.urs. 11 

L<.£.d, I just got my fuel warning.light." 
Set her down. .;>ick a spot and set he r down • 11 

Two. There's a pretty good a rea a t your ·two o'clock 

"Roger, I 1ve got it. I 1m t a king her in. Cover me, Sid cwinders . 11 

"We're with you, we'll rave you out in a minute. 11 Tb.::re had only be.en 
three loads in thl: LZ. The number four aircr<J.ft w.:ts brought along as .:-. cover 
ship. Now, this idea· paid off in full, and the rescue and salvage opcr::ition 
which followed was an example of discipline and ~rof essionalism. 

11 This is raur. I 1m going in to get him. 11 

Tho aircraft cor.unander of the lead ship w~s our operations officer. He 
was also our conunand an:i cont rol. It wn s his b rilli an evasive action arrl tac­
ti cs which C;;n'.lbled us to insert the small r1.,;con tc<'.ms into the heart of the 
enruny-infC;;stc>d. territory. This same leadership entibled us to extract them at 
a moments notice - often from the very ,jaws of a VG trap. Now, though, he 
maintained th<:.: t:all sign of Lc::ad, he resumed his role of Comm'lnd am Control, 
<'..nd the cool, easy tone of his vai.c~ instilled confidence where it might have 
ebbc~ for an insta nt. 

"This is L0ad. Hoger, Four, just get th1:.; crew a nd head fo r home base. I' : 
gi.:::t thl; radios . Three , don 1 t forget your log book .'' 

•. 

• 

• 

• 
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"This is Three. I 1m on thv ground. No injuries t o pt::rsonnel, no fur­
ther damage to the: aircrn't,. Going of the .'.l ir at this time • 11 

On the ground, th.o: truo::-~s on bc 'l rd the downed ship quid<:ly sprc{ld out into 
a defensive perimeter. They Wt:.: r c 500 meters from the LZ. CJ:nrlie was close. 

A helicopter and crew was a rich prize. He would bu getting closer • 
Back r.tt base camp, Sidewinder S8ven h~d b 1..·1.;n noni t a ring th<..; radios. Both 

his ships h:l.d been shot up a nd were in n.:!ed of maintnen1nc1.; attention. As 
soon as it bt:.: ce>..me evident that a ship w<i s going sown, h8 scrambh:d his t e am 
.::i.nd was on his w~y to the sc~nc. 

11 Two, this is Lead. Whatts your nositi on? 11 

11 Two is or bi ting at one-fi vc hundred. " 
11 As soon as Four g\)ts the crew, t Clkc your troops in '' s ·e. security force . 11 

11 We 1 re on our way. 11 

"Four's coming out with th\:) crcw. 11 

"This is Luad. Hoger Fcur. H-.;ad for h~1:.; bt•.s c nnd h.::tve thl;!l get a r e­
acti on force rc.::i.dy to go • 11 

11 Four. Hoger. 11 

We took our troops in, c:i.nd <'- s w1.:: climbed out, Ll).1.d wont in a ft e r th (; 
radios. We pick1..,'Cl up an orbit a t 2,500 feet ·and rolled our basu , W<:.rlord Con­
trol, at Long Binh, filling them in on thu situ<'.. ti on so th0y could work t.hrou ~} 
their own chanrn:ls. The radio traffic incrc!lSl~d tremendously a s ev~ryonc 

seemed to be calling at the;; s ame t imc. Seeing how this could gi vc rise to 
s e rious complic.1tions, we clinbcd another thousa nd feet and a cted :is r c.dio 
rcl.'.ly. I checked the instruments. Fuel wa s dwn to 380 pounds. We would 
be well into our 20-minute reserve;; before v.A;;; got bn.ck to home base. We didn 1t 
have much time on sta tion. I tried to think of what mov0s should be next. 1tk; 

hc..d three slicks a vc.ilabl1,; to put in n. r\).;1ction force to sc cur~ the ship throu.' 
thu night. It would t<lkc quite <l force. Chi':.rlie would EO to any length:; to 
dt:stroy Cl h.:::licoptc r which w.:.~ s a winged bird right in his own bn.ck yard. ·If 
we could only get- a Chinook here b ef ore night closed in - <:!.nd Clnrlic with it. 
We could pluck: that bird right from his jaws. But th.;. t possibility s eemed too 
r emotl;. Already the shndows r c.x".. ched way cut t o th.:: e·~.st, shrouding the lower 
portions of the J,andsc<.-:i.pe in too Gloom that w:.i s sc precious t o the enany. It 
would be CJ. rough night for the s <i curity f orce: . But Lead ha d not been n.s pL-:s­
simistic a s I. Ll. ttk did I know th'1 t he ha d <.lrcn.dy he.ct Pipesmokc r e covery 
team conta cted on P. sepa ~.t0 radio chann\.:l, ~md right a t this man8nt a Chinook 
~nd recov ery crew we re being s e nt t u the lu~~tion o~ th0 downed bird, It 
would b1,; a r.: c '- ngains t time . 

I beg.".n to ~ct worried about Leo d. He 1 d b0cn down the r e a lmost four 
minutes now. I turn ed t e my AC, "Wha t thu hell's t o.king him s o long?" His 
answer wa.s l a. conic, 11 He 1 s getting the rndio s. 11 I l ooked c.t too fu0l ,:.puge . 
This w.::i.s coing to be; clos t:J . 1:le c rbit "d a no th t:.: r minute. "Le:;;~.d, you a lright? 11 

"Roge r, L~ad 1 s c cming nut. Cove r mu SidL:wind0rs . 11 

11 Wc 1 re with you, L<x~d . 11 

The VC W'.lstcd no ti•:o in gcttinc; tht;rc . As L"' ·vl cross1.;d th1:; tree line 
they 01J(.;ned firu from diructly be low him a nd t o his front. 11 Lc<:td taking fire .• 
breaking right, Sid ewinders, br.::n.king rit;ht. 11 

SWISH - WHUMP:! The Sidewinder's rocl«~ts blas t ed the VC position second~; 

n.ftcr they had t~kcn Lead under fire. These were followed immediatlcy by thL': 
deadly sing-song chorus us twin miniguns. 

"You alright, Le<Ld ?1: 

"Lead. Roger. I think I took a couple of hits, but the bird feels OK. 
1 111 lnve t o check her out on th.:: grouni.. 11 As he climbed c.,"'Ll t we fell in be-
hind him :i.nd he:adtxl for home b.-isc. 

Ry this time Fou r had dropped the down ed cr1.-M <JJ'f :1nd h:td r efm.:le;d at 
'l\ ty I~i:1l1 . 11 Lc:td , this i s .fou r. ', Jh:~ t, •re y our instructicns . Ove r." 

11 L( Jnkin,'!. r,m' d , l·\.nir . St.1.y in the .1.ir f er r·~clio r cl<ey .·tnd ht:.~ d uut to th, 
•l ·•l"n · ··I l1 i_ 1·.! . r, ,,._· 1 ~ lin· 1 ti : wit,:·1 l'i. n1!Stn<J k1: :md guide: him in if he gets Lhcre he-
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fore I do. I m:1y have t."\kc n a cou pl-.~ of rounds getting thos e r <'.d i os out of 
there. 1 111 rove to shut this thing d1..iwn :i.nd chuck h..:; r out. 11 As Lead 
touched down :J. t the b:1se c::unp, the gaping crown th:'.. t g<1thered around his 
chopper, stn.ring in disbelief, confirmed his suspicions. 14 hits) and onc:; of 
them :thro\lgh the engine canbustion chn.mber! A quick gbnc0 .:tt the pudurccl 
skin of the aircraft wn.s s ufficicnt to dict.:-. tc their next course of action. 
Out of the cockpit b0forc the blo.dc.:s hJ.d eren stopped, they gr<i.bbed their 
geo r .:ind hopped into the cockpit of 208, one of our Warlord couriers hips 
from Long Binh. They cra nked her up '1.. n::l were off ~'.. gain, len.ving ...,, crowd of 
ground troops and Vietnamese civilians to m:rvel nt their bullet-riddl~d ship. 

We refueled o.n:i shut down .:it the ba se camp to <lWG.it tl10 decision to t<l.ke 
out the rea ction forcll or to cxtr<tct th8 security .force now gtnrding the ship . 
A close instpcction of the ship revealed only. on<.; bullet hole in the m.:-.in 
rotor blade. We hitd been vcrJ lucky so far. 

J:.n excited GI burst out of ti10 opcrntions tent, running like <'- b."\ t out of 
hell '1.rn.l. frantically rot2..ting his h<'-nd D.round his m '-1d, the sig n."\l to cr.J.nk 
h~r up. 11 The Chinook's onlY. a few minutes· out froo the downed ship. Head on 
out for the extrnction. 11 We vhiskcd old 562 · into the air a s if the world were 
on fire, anxious to be doing anythif16 but sitting on the ground nt <'.. time like: 
this. 

It w.:i.s twilight now, and in the twenty minutes we would take to g-::t out 
there it would be full night. I wond e red if the Chinook wa s being hr;.r:i.ss cd by 
the VC. As we pa ssed Nui &1. Den, Wt hc ::-~ rcl over the r::id.io th:'..t the Hucy was 
about to be lift0d out. I could just sec Grri.rlit: treating the big hook t o a 
sizzling banquet of lecLd .:.s it hovered over the Hut;y, tempting <i.nd vulnerable 
in the· g rey gloom of ha lf night. But the ~txt tra nsmissicn w~s not the spinc­
chilling MA.YDJ.Y we expo ct<.:;d. The Chinook was c:1lling cl(:.;::tr n s he ht.::~.ded for 
the early stars with his precious ca r go securt:d. The crew of 562 let out ·yell. · 
of joy like kids at a football game. We rod smtchec this v.:i. luable prey from 
tht! hungry j a ws of the VC without a minute to Sp<".N. Ag<'. in it Wll.S professior:­
n.lism a nd courr<::c th;. t won tht: day. The s.'.1.l vage cruw- h?.d worked smoothly nnd 
quickly. The Huoy wn.s rigged, hooked ~:.nd lifted out with no d crnage to equip­
ment a.nd no injurl0s to personnel. · T~ blcmke t of suppressive fire le.. id duwn 
by th e Sidcwind0rs deprived the enemy of .:i.ny opportunity to fire a t the sal-
W' .. ge .:tircr.J.ft or crew. The ship was saved. Now c.:"\me the toucl1y part of cx-
tr': cting the troops in cont-.1.ct .'.'..t night. . 

When we .'.'..rriv0d et t the; l o ca tion, .fw.r h':c d <'- lrt::.'..dy climbed out with his 
shiplo.:~d of th0 s~curi t:r for cu. The . night w;is a confusing ma ze of fL shing 
be<J. cons :' nd red ard green lic:;hts u. s t h0 Sidcwind1.,;rs kept up their d(.;.~d ly 

suppressive urbit. \'J0 e st<'- blishcd_ e>. ltitude s..:p.:i.r~.' .ti on t o :~ vuid .:-. mid - ::.ir 
collision .:..ntl. k '":d stu.rtcd in for his load. 

"Lend, this is Four. Go in t •) tl1e South ::mcl w~1 tch out, for thos0 l it.tlc 
troc ;: in thoc!re. It 1 s h .1.iry." Too gmss in th:.; LZ \'1<1.S t.'.111 .:i.nd cv<::n with n. 
land ing light it wa s im]X;ssiblL to pin-point the c:x;.1.ct l o c.'.'!.tion of the g rolmd 
troops . When Lend W<ls on short fiml, one of the: ground troops bcg<i.n to give 
hin ·'.t modified GCA us int:; a PhC 25 FM rr:.di o. With some h':Lsty course corre ctim 
.1.nd .-:i. cra zy flare n.t th0 bottom, Len.ct m..1.dc it in s :'l.fcly. I hoped we c ould 
do the so.me. To roll it up trying to get into th;Lt imposslble spot a t night 
on the very l <'-st lift would just ruin n perfect d.'.ly. It was Lead's ingenuity 
and courap,e th~~t provided .:tn answer. 

"Two, this is Le 'l.d. We 111 sit ht:re with our 1:1nding light on to guide 
you in. When you ~et on short finn.l, wc..: 111 get out. of her1.,; ~~.nd you cn.n shoot 
t o our spot." I knew rieht th (.;n th: :t h 0 w;1s one: lender I wuulct foll,)W ."\ny­
wh~ r(: without a 110m, :nts hc.-:s i t a ti on. ',;fo r;tr1r t ed in . 

"Lookinf~ 1~00<.:, Two , keep coming ." \'/"' be:;. n t, o ch.:sCl!l c r a t l. . 
" Ok '. :r , Twc , ~;lr.iw her u:J . 11 hO lrnots. 20 knrLs. 

t 
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"Ok:>.y, Load, we e:'l n take it fruu h1:.;re • 11 

:;R~er. Lo.:;.'1.d 1s comin.ci; out." As he lifted out'\" -.: hit our se<'.rchlight. 
We were ;;, littk hot, but th::rnks to L1,;tld, wu 1?.ndod right on th.:; spot. The 
troops were en boord before the pitch vn~s on the bottom • 

.J 11 How m:1.ny do you have , Two? 11 

A quick check; "Two 1 s got seven. 11 All w0 would nuui was to lc:'.vc a man 
in th<.!. t LZ! 

11 Two 1 s coming out. 11 We c.:-.sod the ship up into the blackness, .:-.. ni n.s soon 
~s wo were sure th:". t we h·::d cle.1r,;d thE; trees, "Two 1 s out. 11 

"Roger, Two. Ernelling like .:i. rosu. Lets go homo e.rrl eet some hot chow 
-".nd a shower. 11 

11 This is Two. 
As we climbed 

b0autiful ni r,ht to 

Roger th.'.'..t! 11 

::tWc-ty from th<-,t unhcal thy jungle, I thought it was n 
be flying; to bo t .:ilking; to be smiling; just to bc9 

-30-

Story by 
v\0-1 krry Mcintosh 
117th Assault ~elicopter Co. 
Vietnam 
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