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SUBJ3CT: Unit Connnandor 1 s Introduction 

...._ 

19 February 1971 

1 • . Tllrouehout 1970, tho 240th Aviation Company (Aslt Hel ) ha.c continued pl ay-

i:r,,z a signific<J.nt role in Combat Oper o.tions within all aroc.s of l·'ilita.ry P.og-

ion III. The Greyhounds 1 outstanding r eputation is without po.ra.llol with tho 

units supported, und i s characterized by cooperation, dyn'.llllic execution of ns-

siGnod missions, a.nd an overall attitude ·of profession'.llism that is rocoenizcd 

by ground co:rr:r:ianders . 

2 . In 1970, the Greyhounds prim.:i.rily supported three typos of combat operat-

ions; Combat Assaults , Lone- ranee Recol1n'l.issance patrol operationn , o.nd com-

b~t support missions . In addition to thoce operations, the Greyhounds h.:lve 

trel.ined 50 Thailel.nd pilots , 80 Thailand doorgunners and crcwchicfs , and given 

advo.~1cod training t o 16 Vietnamese Air I~orce pilots . All training was incorp-

orated into the daily missions and the unit 1 s effe~tiveness remained at 100 

per cent. Truly an outstanding accornplislur:ent, but all in a day 1 s work for 

the Greyhou..Ylds . 

,3. The enviable reputation of the Greyhounds has been built on the profession-

alism of the officers and men who have served in the 240th Avn Co (Aslt Hal) 

o.nd the Greyhounds have surely earned their, place in the History of Am.y 

Aviation. 
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LI NEAGE 

Tho compan,y \las cons ti tu tod on 10 lfurch 1943 in tho ·Arrny of the Uni tod 
States as the 2462d Quartermaster Truck Company, Aviation, and activated of 
15 }:c:i,rch 1943 at Kelly Field, Texas. 

After particip.1ting in the New Guinea Campaign during World War II, the ' 
co:r.ipuny was inactivated on 15 February, 1946, at Tokyo, Japan. On 1 Augi.wt 
1946, the conpany wus converted and rcdesienated as the 2/~62d Transportation 
Corps True~ Company. Finally, on 1 1foveraber 1966, at Fort Hood, Te:x;:u::, tho 
conpany \.r.J.S redesignated as the 240th Aviation Company and alloted to the 
rt'!gular Army. Th0 cor.ip::iny was than deployed to the Republic of Vietnam on 
23 l<ay 1967. 

HONORS 

During World War II, the company was credited. with participating in the 
New Guinea Campaign. 

In Vietnam, participated in the Counteroffensive, Phase II and III, the 
Tet Counteroffensive, 1968, Counteroffensive Phase IV, X, VI, Tet Counterof­
fensive 1969, Vietnamese Summer-Fall, Vietnamese Winter-Sprine, and the Cur­
rent Unnamed Campaign. 

COXHANDI:L~G OFFICERS 

The following officers commanded the 240th Aviation Company (Aslt Hal) 
during the periods indicated: 

-
l·!aj or Hiliam A. Willia.ms 
Yiaj or Glenn F. Hof.fmn.n 
Y.ajor Jesse H. James 
lfajor Hillio.m H. Overholser 
Major Archie c. Rinegenberg 
Hujor Joseph A. Lacy 
Major Bruce J. Dubov 
Major Herman J. Williams 

Oct 66 - Sep 67 
Sep .67 - Har 68 
Mar 68 - Aug 68 
Aug 68 - Feb 69 
Feb 69 - Sep 69 
Sep 69 - Mar 70 
Har 70 - Aug 70 
AUG 70 - Prosont 
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DH.IEF DSSCHII TION OF TE!lilJ\DI 

All of the opor.'.ltions for t ho year took plnco in tho III Corp::; milita ry 
i-oc;ion, with tho cxcoption of the Co.moodinn operation. That operation will bo 
covered in the cection doo.liJ1G with tho unit 's operations. 

· On the map on tho pre cocdi~ pngo, III Corps has boon divided accordi~ 
to the are3.s of operation of each of tho nnjor unita supported by tho ?.40th 
du=ir1[; 1970. Those aron.s were quite flexible •rlth joint operations quite 
often boin~ executed outside the limits of a particula r cor:unand 1 a area. A 
c;eneral to:::-rain description of each ar0n with t he unit work.in,_~ that c.roo. 1rll1 
c_id in understand.in,n; tho va ried t ypos of operations the company performed. 
The areas 1rill be discussed accordin[; to the number in each region on tho map . 

AP..&\ I : Two un:L t:J occupied this area, tho Bien Hon. Tactical Ansist::i.ncc 
Cor;.r.;and n.nd tho Capitol l'.ilitary Defense Command . Quite often, t ho misdon.s 
f lown in t his area wero performed .with Tl.c r;ional and Popular Forces and wore 
si11Glc- do.y operc..tions . Tho area is quito fla t, with r:uny rice paclclioc . Vost 
of those 1x1clclics have been nbandonod in tho western portion of t he sector clue 
to enemy a.ctivitios , but many arc presently being worked in the SaiGon n.ren. . 
There is no clense f orest or junele are.'.l. in the region. 

ARSA II: Two major units worked in thic area . These units were t he 
3/9th U. S. Infantry and the 25th ARVH Division. This area has many rice pad­
dies a.nd canals in it, but has r ore foliage a.nd offers many more hiding plo.ces . 
T'.1ere a re no t :1ick forests in the area, but many patches .of nippa. palm . This 
was a r:!ajor infiltration route into South VietnD.m for tho NVA . The many 
ca11a ls o.nd s tren.ns of t he region provided the enemy with good transporb.tion 
routes , especially at night . 

A~A III: The 5th Special Forces . Group worked in this area . Tho c.rea 
contains triple-c3.nopy junele a nd very thick forests . There a re very few 
s tre.'.l.tls in the o.rea , and very few civilians . The mountain::; are r elatively 
srni.11, seldora rising r.10rc t han 500 fc0t above tho surroundincr tcrro.in. Low 
clouds o.nd f og quite often hampered oper ations in this area. 

AP.EA IV: This area i s the Rune S[lt Special Zone and is worked by AR.VN 
1'.nrincs with U.S. J.:arine Advisors. The area is fla.t, with lll.'.l.ny areas of thicl~ 
nippa pn.lm and other tyPos of underbrush . Since the area is flat and close to 
the ocean, the tides play an important role in operations in the region. It 
is suspected that there is some infiltration into the country by sea at this 
point. 

AREA V: The 240th 1 s home is in this section, noted with a red 11 X11 on 
the ~.ap . Bearcat is also the location of the Royal Thai Army Volunteer Forces 
who work the area around Bearcat. The area has rice paddies on the western 
cmd northern borders, but the r.i.ajority of t he a rea is dense forest . The area 
i::; relatively flat, but the thick forest and ooarness of civilian sources of 
food rake it an excellent location for ener.iy forces. Ror.e plows wore put to 

,_ 



l!ork 011 tho .'.l.l'CLJ. lnto in 1970, clearing p.:i.rts o:f tho n. ro.:i. of' forc:::t , lrnt ~~ cv­
. or.:tl e1~c~y unit::; uro ::;till knoim to bo operating in t ho rc!;ion. 

A:-'31\ VI: ':'ho 25th U.S. Infantry Divi::;ion conducted operations in t /1 i[; 
::..rcJ. durin:; 1970 . Tho .:i.roci. has thick forost and jungle , o.nd sovor.:i.l r,~ ount­
ains th:lt provide caves for tho ener.1y to hide in. Vost of the civi1ia.n pop­
ulation is centered a.round the city of Xuan Loe, but there a re farmers to tr..c 
c.:i.st of the City. This nrc.::i. a1so 110..s sever.'.'2.l lnrrre rubber plc.nta.tiorn; Hh:ich 
uro olcl .:md h.'.l.vo cut lo.r;;o ravines in several r lnco::;. 

:\.?..:~VII : 'l'ho 1Sth AHVN Division Ho:drnd :i.n t hb nroo. , o.Jon.r; irltll the 
199th Info.ntry l:lrir;.:iclc until tho 199th stood c101rn in t he ?<ill. The rc r;ion i::; 
c.pJ.r.soly popul.::itcd ·and has several larr;c T.lountains nnd f orc;jtc . Thor'=! arc .:i 
r~ew rj_co paddies scattered throur:;hout the area, but tho n:ount:1in.:; :ccstr:i.ct 
fa:?:J.:in;; to a la.rce extent . ~·tc.:i.thcr is a critical f.:i.ctor in opor:itions, copcc­
i.:i.lly during tho Nonsoon season, as low clouds o.nd ground foe often rectrict 
visability. 

' 
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Unit Oporntion.s· and nocord of Achiovor.10nt 1 Jo.n 70 - 31 Doc '10 

Durinr, 19'70 , tho 240th Ac~mul t Ilolicoptcr Company Greyhourub and 1 '.ad Dor'.a 
continued to work in the Jrd KLli tn.ry Rof~ion of South Vietnam. '1110 tn.~tica 
0r.1plo:irc(l. by the co::npnny rcm.incd ({encr.:illy tho s.'.ll'nc, Hith minor vc.riL~tions .:i:> 
i:1dicntc-d by torra.in. The 11 ra.id 11 t.:J.ctic 1.f::t:J moct often used, :-:ince the comp­
any rus employe d this fa.ctic with r.rca.t :.;uccos::; since . early 1969. 

'1110 1-:1.."lj or uni ts supported duri118 the year we ro as follow::; : 

Jrd Brigade, 9th U. S. Infantry 
25th ARVII, Lone An Province 
5th Special Forcec Group, Bien JTo:i Province 
::'..oya.l Thai Arny Volunteer l"orcec, hit .:i.nd 2nd Drigadcs 
Bien Hoa Tactical Assistance Cor.Jnnd 
C:ipi tol l·:iH tariJ Defense · 
RunG S::i.t Special Zone 

'1110 COT:'pany nom.ally f low two combo:c as::::ault r.:iscions per day, in .J.ddi t ­
ion to flyil'lG up to six direct comba t supr ort chi ns . Tho DCS ship::; c.:i.rriccl 
r.'.1il, cnreo , passon~ers nnd distribution to units t hat wore stationed in the 
fie ld. 

On a combat assault mission in support of tho Jrd of tho 9th Infantry, a 
nomnl chy WO '.tld begin with tho insertion of a company, or, quite often, a 
b::i.tt::i.lion s ize unit. The unit wouJ.d then conduct search and destroy rr.ission,s . 
\·!hen o.ny element of t he unit made enemy contact, the element was imne clio.toly 
reinforced with other ele:r.ients, inserted to the contact o.ren by the Greyhound 
lift aircrc..ft . Once an element had comrletod sweopinr, its sector of opcrat­
iori..s , it would be reinserted to another o.ren . TI1e Greyhounds often rco.dc a::; 
m.::i.ny o.s fif;teen to twenty such inso.rtions co.ch day. 

In contrast to the larce scale operations of the Jrd of tho 9th Infantry, 
ope:·::i.tions with the Royc.l Thai Army Volunteer Forces wore of a r;ruch ::;r..aller 
::;he . TI1e s.:ine type operJ.tions were porfonned, but usuo.lly with only one or 
-Cuo plo.toons . Tho RTAVF also utilized squad sized lone range recon t eo.r.:3 , 
u:1ich u3ucJ.ly cor..clucted t:hree day operations. The insertions were r1CJ.do ui th 
t'..;o lift o.ircro.ft, and a lieht fire team of l-'hd Dog gunships . One lift ship 
r.'..'.lde the insertion, occasionally employine rope::; for the insertion, 1·.rhile the 
other ship flew chase in case some problem developed. The Greyhounds and ·l'.ad 
Dogs were on a constant alert for the duration of the operation. 

Hhile tho o.bove operations are descriptions of tho type of operations 
the company employed with these particular units , they are typical of rr.ost of 
the other units suppoY~ed by the 240th. 

Ono distinct exception. from the type operations already described · i·'ns 
the Fifth Special Forces. Four lift ships were utilized for tho insertion of 
three recon tear.is . The teruns, inserted individually, consisted of five to 
e i :;ht r:en and conducted po.trols throur;hout their assigned a:rCns. Tho rnissions 
and tro.inine performed accomplished definite objectives, including r,athoring 
i nt0llic;once . The t0arns consisted of two O):periencod r.~on nnd s~ver.:t1 studcr.t::: . 
. ·ho 1-:e ro on the l ast portion of .:t t rainin·..,. ~our::ie proscnLcd by t11c Sr·;) d ·:l 



Forces cor,ilTland. The insertions wore oft en o.ccomplichcd with l o.dclor::; or ropoc, 
cinco tho terrain included triple canopy jul1{;lc and offered few l an<li rlir; 2.rcas 
uhcre the ships could land. The extraction of the tco.ns was often .'l.cc or.:plich­
ed in the s n..i";1e r.-:..1.nnor . -:·lhilc the y;a.trol s \Te1·c out, the Gr cyl:oun:.lc :::crvcu o. 
dual :r.isdon. They \·ierc on a constnnt ::;t.:rnd- by in case one of t i1c te:n~: ::; ro.n 
i nto trouble, and flew traininG missions for the early phases of the cour::;c . 
This tro.inin~ included practice insertions to secure aroao , p:ir;ichutc drop:..; 
from tho hclicepter::i , o.nd dcmonstr:itions of firo power by t ho V.:!.d Doc:J . 

Fror.: t ho re riod 1 Jan 70 to 30 Apr '!O, t he corr.pc..ny put up two c or.:h:d~ a.::;­
s~ul t r.·. isciono ca.ch day, 1·rl th the exception of mintc:r.ance d01m day::; , ono co.ch 
r.:onth. The rtlssions were performed by f our lift ships and two gunships under 
the control of a COTI'.t"ia.nd and control ship, with members from the ground unit 
aboard. During this period, the 240th supported the units previously ne ntion­
ed and also the 25th U. S. Infantry Division in Phouc Tuy Province, plus DCS 
ships for II Field Force Artillery and l1:ACV C1.Jrds. 

T:1e raid tactic again proved its worth duri~ this period considering 
the 1011 nunber of hits received by a ircr.:i.ft and the number of enemy soldiers 
killed by circraft. We were credited with 95 kills by actual body count . 

Two noteworthy F1issions were f101m by the company during t he first quart­
er of the year, the first one occurrir-G on 19 1-:Urch. 

The 2L,Oth was assigned t he mission of supporting the ARVN l·iarincs of tho 
Irune Sat Special Zone, Gia Din.J.i Province, operating out of Nha Bo. The oper­
ational urea was fifteen miles southeast of Bearcat. The ground troops w9ro 
inserted into the area to conduct search and destroy opcratiow, o.nd establish­
ed enemy contact after two t o three hours . They sighted an estimated thirty 
Viet Cone soldiers in what appeared to be an enemy base crunp. The l·iad Dog 
light fire team came under heavy enemy fire and immediately returned fire with 
2. 75 rockets and l·:- 60 door gun fire. After six hours of intense conb.ct, the 
enemy weapons were silenced and the 1':0.d Dogs wore credited with 16 enen:y kil­
led by air, with no friendly casualties . 

The second r.ussion of significance took place . on 15 April while wor1cine 
with the RTAVF out of Bearcat. The Mad Dog vinships were escortL1g the lift 
ple>.toon to an intended landing zone when they came under fire from an estimat­
ed company size eneny force. The Mad Dogs, reacting from the instinct devel­
oped from sinilar situations, ir.unediately engaeed the enemy and were credited 
ui th ten ener..y soldiers killed. 

Durine the time those operations took place, tho 240th suffered a short­
a:;:e of doorc;Ulmcrs and crcwchfofs in the flight platoonc . The company adjust­
ed to the shortage by initiating training periods after the rd.ssions of the 
day were completed. The shortage was elimi:na ted with no loss to the overall 
coLibat effectiveness of the unit. 

Duririg the second quarter of the year, 1 Hay 70 - 31 Jul 70 , the co:rr.pany 
participated in the Cambodian operation. The company worked on a d.nily basis, 
supporting the 5th .'i.RVN Infantry Division on operation Blnck Horse. Tho co:np­
~rrJ cupplied helicopter support for conh:i.t assaults, resupply, and medcvacs . 
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Five troops ship:J und two eun ships provided support a.nd cover fo:c the ground 
operations , which took place in tho F-lsh Hook rc[~ion of Cnr.1boclia. Tho cor.~p­
any received n Lott.or of Com.-::endatio:n fro;1 COL John G. H~yc:-..: , 0cn:i.or AC:.vicor, 
for tho outst2.ncline Gupport provided by tho Greyhound;:; and 1·:::i.d Do[; ::> . 

On one occ3.sion, tho 240th supported the 4th of tho 9th Inf:=i.ntry, 25th 
Infantry Divi::;ion with nine troop ships a.nd four gun ships from early 1~orn:i.n;~ 
until noon. Ti1on those ::;~o ships supported tho 3rd of the 9th Lu:rn·i;ry Div­
ision in tho Parrot's Ecak region for tho rest of the clay until rluc~ . Tho 
conbincd flyin[; hours for this clay totallod over seventy tactic11l i'.lyir~ hour3. 
This record is a credit to the ln.'.l.intonance platoon in addition to the crows 
who were doing tho flyine. 

Over 400 combat hours were flolm in a concentr.:ited period of ten dn.ys, 
all in direct support of combat units. After that ten day period, DCS, resup­
ply; o.n:l modov.:ic missions contirruod on a d::i.ily basis throughout tho nonth of 
: ~~r . On one afternoon, the company mccleva.ccd 55 wmmded soldiers to hoc pit­
~ls in ::i. thro.c hour period. The 21;.0th was , to say t ho l east, very flo::dblo 
juriDG the entire opcr.::i.tion. All this, despite tho fact th.'lt r.1ost c~ou r~or~­
bo r:> h ... :.d to e::ceed restrictions placed. on the number of flight hour::; to be 
f'loim durine aey thirty day period. This r.ieans tho crews were flyinr; over 
1 L,O hours in the no nth besides pulling daily m.<lintenance on t heir nircrJ.ft . 
This is .:i fine e:.arnple of the profe:rnion..'1.lisrn .:incl pride of the un~.t. Tho 2L,Ot~ 
h:::.s tluays put out a little more uhen they have been oxh.::tustod. TI1e rc::;ul ts of 
their work is readily seen when scanning through the .'.l.chievcments of t he conp­
.:my • 

Also, on 27 l:..'1.Y, tho 240th supported tho ATIVN l'.arincc in the lCunG .Sat 
Specfo.1 Zone. After approximately six hou:co, the ground troops reported that 
they were pinned d01.m under heavy enemy fire. The cor.unn.nd and control ship rc­
layod the call to the 11.::i.d Dogs, who immediately responded to tho call for help. 
The gunships eng.::i.ged the enemy with organic weapons, resulting in te;.1 enemy 
killed by air, one killed by ground troops, and no friendly casualties. 

fo.ter in the quarter, on 9 July, the 240th inserted elements of tho 25th 
U.S. Infantrt Division twelve miles southeast of Xuan Loe. After two irumrt­
ions, the ground troops r.;;ceived sniper fire which seriously woun::led two friend­
ly soldiers. A lift aircraft from the 21,Gth Inn.do an urgent nedevo.c fror.: t ho 
hot lan~line zone . The t hree remainine lift ships made encrgency rosuppJ.y of 
u:u:mni tion and pyrotechnics to the troop3, who were still in contact. The rest 
of the inf.:i.:ntr; co:-:i.po.ny ULl.s in.sorted into the aron., including a mortar plci.toon. 
The c;1cny bro::a cont.::i.ct after ten hours of fichtinr, . Durinr; the operation, 
the lic;ht fire te.'.lT.l of the 240th expended cieht londs of ordinance in very 
close cupport of the r;round unit~ Tho ro::>ults of tho day were friendly losses 
C!.cccribed .::i.s lic;ht and enemy losses un!:nO\m. 

Even though the seasonal monsoons drenched the local area during t.his 
q_--..w.rte:.~ , tho Greyhounds still pcrforr.ied t heir assigned missions in a superior . 
r.:a?l.ncr . Occc.sionally, lou ceilin~;s delayed take-offs, but these tir.1es were 
few. T"ne pilots continued their instrument flight train.ine by flyinr a r.iini­
rTu"'.1 of four hour:::; hood time, and conductinc two ground controlled o.ppro.:i.chcc 
each month. This trainin~ helped them to rorn.n.in proficient in instruncnt flicht 
cond.i tions , should inadverta.nt IFR coYJ.di tions be encountered. 



Darir~~ the t h:Lrcl quarter, tho conp.1.ny 1:a::; n::rd.r,no<l ::cve1'"•1 :tr l1Li. t.i.o r.n l r::J_::; ­

:::ion~ . 'l'hc:::o r:ic:-:ions were to :::upport tho 1 :~th .'.itVJr D1vi:::ion, T.•. :-:1
-.: ·?orcr; 333 

:1. t Fire Si.l)port D·1:::c Ill rtckhor:::o, .:i.ml J 'ACV Advi::;or::i n. t H.:in Tan , '.)uc !Too. , '1'.:tn Ln, 
"'"' L r . ""· L . ,, ·• - . Lon UC' -~:1·1.:i. ' •. u.:.i.n oi , .:i.nu AU::tn LOC. 

A sir·nificJ.nt i nci:J.ont occurrocl on 21 Au[; 70, thi;~ t:i.J ~0 c0 ncc1·j1 i.11.r: OJ) o:· 
-~! ~e direct co1:1b.:i.t sup-:1ort :-:hips . W1ilo on .::i. resupply to n Tln:i. 1ni.:i.t , t iir: .::5.r­
cr.:i.ft \·!2.s :::~ , ot claim . on ;,i10rt f in:.i.l to t!1e o.r0a. . 'i'ho unit 11.'1.:-: :i. n .:-. :{o:'c - plo-.r 
cut, .::n-m.iting resupply of food a.nd equipment . At tucnty foot .::i.bove t l1e r:rouncl, 
the ship received automatic weapons fire from both sidec of tho l.::i.nrl:i.n:-i; zo~1.0 , 
~rhich 1·."1.G bordered by thick forest . The crew escaped fror.i the aircraft upon 
hi ttini:; tho rrround , just ns the ship boenn t o burn. One of tho crew •.-m.::; killed 
when the min rotor blade flexed l ow as he w.::i.s runnint; from t ho nircr;1.ft . The 
rc:'.:ainder of tho crew was snfely evacuated by members of tho 240th, wno were 
flyine a colilbat assault in tho vicinity. 

Tho no:;:t non th, 011 22 Sep ?O, while supportin,~ tl1e 18th AH.VII f orco wor:-::­
inc 4 rn ·.lcs southwe;:;t of Xuc.n Loe, a company w.:i.::; i110erted at OCOO to conduct 
~;c~rch o.n:l dos troy li15 .. ::::sions in the aroa . The unit wa.s a,11hu:::;herl o:c 1 OJO nourc 
by ::n 1?'!.\ unit dres sed in ARVii unifornc . The .Hi.V!\r company conn.1.nr~_or :i.nu tuo 
of his :i;l o.toon le<!do r::: Here killccl in t he in:L tio.l con-bet, nnd the e nor.1y c:1pt­
trccd h!O r::!.dios u:L th frequencies cl:i...:?.led to the opej~o..tllJG channol. Tim::; , uho n­
evor t:1e 1:.:i.cl Do.:; cunships fired ori the enemy positions , tho !NA r.:tdioc'.l t h.:i.t 
the gu •. "1c uerc firing on fricnclly position:::; , adding to the conlu.:::;lon of tl:e b.:1t­
tlc . T!1e Grcyi1omld lift ships then ir..scrted an addi tion1l si:;:t cei.1 lo.::cb of 
t:coops, w:1ilc the la.nd.ing zone received ten round::: of 601-ll mort.::i.r fire . The 
light fire tc<lJ-:i suppressed the suspected mortar position ui th roc}~ets a.nd r;:ini­
cun fire as the inser-C.ions continued. The fifth flic;ht into tho area took .::i.uto­
mtic fire while sitting in the landing zone, but suffered no casU'.3.ltics . On 
the seventh fligh'v into the laTuling area, while 800 meters from the touchdo1m 
point, the flir;ht a1:;ain took fire . Ono aircraft cor.un.::.nder was struclc on his 
left hand, and his crewchief was· wounded in the elbo·.-r and bad'.: . The aircrnft 
also w::i.s struck in its fuel cells, causine rapid l oss of fuel. The coDilot of 
the ship :r.i..::..de the decis:to~1 to fly the ship to Xunn Loe, r ather than ln.nd. i n the 
hostile area, despite the severe loss of fuel. Once the ship HCl.:3 do';m ut Xuan 
Loe, the two wounc.ed r:-:er;iber0 were t::i.ken to u hospital and treated . ? oth recov­
ered arui ,.re re returned to COI·ITJS a s a result of their wounds . l'.can1-r!1ile , the 
lift ships comrleted the insertions . The r, rouwl troops confirmed t·.ro liVA l:il­
led by L:.ir, and si:: buJ1l~e :c s destroyed. Duo to the heavy oncny act h-ity , the 
ground troor·::: were unable to sweep the area , allowing t he e1IBr.1y to carry his 
dead and wounded from tho area . 

On 6 Oct 70, durinp: a routine insertion, tho J.e:id ship of the 1:.,_d Doe 
lit.ht fi:re · t cm11 spotted a man hidin,_; in a tree lino near a sr:alJ. vill:i ~-e . Tho 
--; rouruJ. co:unJ.nclor, from the 25th AHVii Division of IIiep Hoa, cnve c1c:i.r,,_nce to 
- ~ ·1c '"'.Unships to kill the J'\'1 11, w:10 lr.:tc uc::i.ring some ty-po of uni fo11> . :~ftcr 
: ~ill in::; t he r.i~1.n, t he fire teo.r.1 conti~1uod sear ch int; t l:c ':rca., fi:-iclinc- five r.ore 
r·en \i:i.th wec..pons, 1-.reb '.";ear and pc..clcs . The eneny wore e:n;;acecl uith roc~ :cts , 
c1d in t!1e · p:cocess of this fire, several tre nche s nnd bun1~ers were m1covcr:!d . 
?or tnree hours , tha l<ad Dogs continued to search, spottinr:- more VC from ti.r.le 
to time. The r,round troop::J found thirteen bodies th.::i.t wore credited to the 
etmships and captured nine wea!1ons , alone with a laree but unreported D.J:!ount 
of noney. It was later lea.rned that the man carryine the money w2.s the dist:::-:l.ct 
Viet Cong pay .officer. 

..... 



:'.c:.:t , Llnr:i 11-": a tuo chy opc r J.tion ult11 the AfN:.; l ·ar:Lil8:J :J.'1·on ;,}rL );c , tho 
2.1,0tit took !xn·t in anot:1o r l :ir('"c co;1~ · tct uith tho onc;.>.y. 'i'ho r;rounl troo r. :J 
,liccovo r cd :::;01:cc very f r osh fo otprint::; clurinr; t he ir J11 i ordon, and r oquo:.;tocl that 
tho 1;.'.ld Do[:s rocon tho n.roa town.rd w:O.ich tho tracks l ed . Since they work irlth 
o:r..o sl1i1) very low and the other at ap~)roximately 300 feet above, tho 1'.ad Does 
provide very good. reports of what lies nhcci.d of the friendly troop::; . After 
20 ::tlnutoc , t ho ['.lm.chi:::s received heavy au·l:.o:r-atic weapons fire o.rrl r oturmcl 
f :i.rc . '.I'!:o lift ships inserted a blockinr.; force 150 r.1eter :-.: from tho contac t 
::t l'C:.t . '.i.'ho r esult:::; fro!'l tho firct cb.y were no friendly troops wournlc r.l or kil­
l ed , o..n·: 23 cmriy killed by .::dr. Also, 3 bunlcnrn and 6 CC1.IT1p1.1nc wore do r]troyod 
by tho cunships . 

Tho next u.'.1.y, on 14 Oct 70, the 240th r eturned to tho o. r oa a.ml Cl. irJcovorcd 
nn enemy b .. "..so C:lr.lp L, kilomete rs wost of the previous contact area. There HJ.S 
an undeterrdncd munbor of onemy in the en.mp, and the:::;o !'len wore firod on by 
the Y~d Doc:::; . Thi3 tir~o, a. toto.l of nine cnoli1y wore l:illod by n:Lr, oi::;ht bun1~­
ors wc:..·o dostroyod with no frie ndJ.y c.::i.sn.:i.ltics . A toto.1 of twelve cnoiw wcap­
OrJ.S i-1cre ca.ptur.::cl durin::; t ho two cl.::i.y opor.::i.tion. Two or t ho VC den.cl uorc J;itor 
i dentified as· lone; tiii18 n:c:nbc rs of tho Viet Col1,:~ and ho.d ove r L,O yc::i. r;J cor.1bin­
od service . 

One of the l a r c;o :::t cont;icts of the yco.r occurred on 19 Oct 70 '\!:1iJ.c uorl'.:­
in(; with the !i.T.AVF five mi1os south of Doarcat. A huntcr- ki1lcr te.w con.s i s t ­
in.:; of a Cobr3. Gunshi p o.nd a LOH i!ero worlcinG east of whore t ho Thai::: had been· 
inserted, when the LO:~ took fire . The Ho.cl Dor; s flyinc in the <J.rca uent to th0 
assistJ.nce of tho team and found sevorG.l bunkers . The lift ships of tho 2L~Oth 
r o-in.scrted the Th.::i.i troops into t he vicinity of the burrccrc . Tl1e Th~d.c r oc-
oi vod ho.:i.vy fire when they tr:ted to a.ssJ.ul t t he bunker corr.ple:x and 11.'.ld to 1rl tl'i.- . 
drau fron the area, while tho Had Doe s covered their rctroo.t . T:10 l :ad Dor; ::; 
placed heavy fire on the o.rca, t hen called in o.n rdr strjJco by tho !dr I:'orce, 
directin.:; the fire of the jets. Durin.::; tho opo ro.tion, the Th.'.li::; !1nd or:.o nJ.n 
uo1rn.dod but he was ir~edio.tely evacuated by one of tho lift ships . Hhon t he 
rr row.J.Cl troops went b.:i.ck through tho area, they found 28 VC/NVA coldiers killed 
by the 1-'..:i.d Doi:;s , 12 killed by the air strike a.nd 4 killed by the Thai::; . Thero 
were also many bunkers destroyed, o.nd one Chicora -radio HJ.S captured i-r.L th nwn­
orous docUlllents identifying seven enemy uni ts working in the area . 

In addition to fl;y·-1ng combs.t ope r ations , the 211-0th was called upon to 
tro.in Thni aviators as lJl·I-lC gunship pilots during tho first po.rt of t he year. 
The purpose of the trainin:.; was to incrt-~ aso t he knowle dge and comb::i.t effect­
iveness of t i:1e Thai aviator by rr.aldn::; him proficient in tr..e tactics of the 
11 Charlie !·'.ode1'1 gunship. 

Working closely with the 2/J-Oth Assault Helicopter Company at Bearco.t , the 
Th.ii pilots ho.vo acquired the skills ne cessary to perform ·successfUl insertions 
.'.lnd extractions. All aspects of safety o.nd wen.pons sys tons were stressed 
heavily. 

Appro:ciJ:i.:i. t ely 9 hours of Ground school im;truction wore t.:i.uc;ht in t he in­
itial phase of trainin&• The classes included : description and ca.pJ.bilities 
of the we~ponry, arnil1(;' and do- a.rming procedures, so.fcty techniques , o.nd rnaint­
cr.1.1nce, which J.n a via tor should bo a.ble to supervise . 

___ ..... --~ 



'l'llc s C' con'l 1)h:1.cc of tr.1.iain~; \l .'.l~: Lhu tl:.:111s:i.t:lon:i..1r ; .i.n to t 'i<.! UH-J.C :d.1'­
cr:1ft . 'l':i:i.;, involvctl Vinch vorlxtl :i.n:-;tructio11 lW thn Jr/AC :ml :L r: Ln ·:l. f'J i 1 :;1 t 
.i.n:;truct:i.o:-i on ucr:l.al t :tctics .'.lnu covora[r,O of t ho 11 clicl'.::-; 11 • '.T.!cn t hr..: ::;o t·.tcL­
ics were nu::;terod, the Th.:ti s were abl e t o support their oim peopl e effective­
l y .'.lnd efficiently . 

The unit Instructor Pilots covered tho irlGtruction:::; of tho Tha i::; in tho 
~!ir . Subj c c·Gc taught included o.ircraft limit.:i.t.ioru:; :mcl ·che ·Gccl:mio_uc ::; t h'J J :.:i.d 
Doc_: s hnve in .. i. tinted in the III Corps nrca. . Emergency proccclurc 3 a.11d autorot­
.:itions were other subjects t.:iught . 

P.c.vin;: co:'.lpl otcd tho clJ.ssroon .:E1d o.erio.1 fliGht instructio~1, t h·.: Tii.:d 
pilot::; bego.n ph::i.so throe of the tro.inir.,z . L1 this pha ce, tho T:."1'.l.i pilot:; fle w 
' . .r:Lth tho gunships on o.ct"J.al cor:1bJ.t assaults . Hore , all previous tra.inL1<:; u~:::; 
;;-u.t into prac·i:,ico, o.nd tho n0H 11 gun pilots 11 cot a. ch~nce to ::;cc t he r;e:nc ro.J. 
::;cope of the r.lis:::: i on, while porf orminG J.i1 into.:;ml pa.rt of that r:,i::;:::;ion. In , 
f our days tir.~ , ea ch student a cquired t we nt y combo..t hou r s of fl i ght tino . 

When o..sJ:od i.rhat he thouGht of the program, i1 pi lot e:;:proscerl th0 fcolinr;:::; 
of t!1e 21;.0th Ai1C in sayi11~, 11 T'ne Tho..i pilots T.TC are training loJ.rn their J.c:::; ­
sons well 2.nJ 0.1~0 notivated r::on. Th0y "1.ro outstu.ndinc of.ficors 3. :nrl c::.. ~ :c r ::;tud­
cats . l·'..:l.ny .:ire fi.:.:ed lli11[.; rJ.ted .:::rnd .:i.re o..11 11i1uoy11 qt.w.l ified. It b o.J.1rayc a 
plc:isuro t o tr.::i.in interested people . 11 

The RoY-J.l Thn.i Army was also r;iven throe ffi{- lH o.ircr.::i.ft fron tho 2/1.0th 
o.nd Thai pilots were selcct<Jd and i:;iven instruction on the charo.cteristic::; of 
tl:e }:uey o.nd the techniques used in n combo.t zone . Crou e11Ginccrs uoi·o also 
tro.ined in the do.ily i:w.inten.:mce of the iiuey. The Thais perforn tho aircrJ.ft 
daily mainten.:ince, and the 240th performs hiehe r echel ons of mintcna.ncc . 

Ti10 24o·th also trai ned Thni door gunne r s to crew t he now Huoys the 'l'Mis 
.. 11.d received . Tho students wore c;ivcn 5 do.ys of instrilction, with ::ir a.cticn.l 
c:::crciscs included, to rnal:e them proficiout and rolio.blo door cunri.ors . 

On the first day, such subjects ns pre- f l iGht procedures , i n- flic;h·i:, and 
ro.:'.:'ueli11~ pro:::edurcs , post- flic:;ht procedures , ar.d description, safety, dis­
J.ssc:1bly, reassembly of the l·:- 60 . machi ne cun were tn.ught . 

Du.ring t~1e ne):t :lour da.ys , tho ThD.i students uorc given instructio:r.. in 
to.rc;ot dete ction, rules of en:;o.goment , emergency procedures and flic;ht safety. 
7hcn i t uas t ir..o for the students to ~ut their in:::;truc·t:.ion to u::;G . Tho stud­
o:-its '.rere siven fourteen ~10urs of r ange and a.erial firin.z . In this tr;].in.i.IlG, 
J.:he students len.rned to ~ct the f~el of tho H- 60 in fli[;ht . They nl::;o 1·!0re 

to.ucht the v::i..lue of the door cunner and aircraft coJYJn.:i.n.::ler workiI1J togothe:..~ as 
n tcc..:1. 

D1.1rin;~ the ye.::i.r, the .240th 11crn.du:1toda closc:i t o seventy Th.:ti door' ;:_::tmncrs 
in t:.ro cycl es of three cl as:::;cs each . I n addition , the company tro.inccl scvor:i.l 
clc.sso::; of Tho.i c.r.~:oror::; to i:-.ainto.:i.n thoir weapons . At the conclucion of these 
trc.inine periods , the stuC::.onts were awarded honorary American crowr.embor •·r.i.ncs. 



.; 

Ti1.Jsc pro,-:1·.:-..'l:::; ltofinitcly i~1cron. :Jccl t ho combu.t cffcctivcnr) c::; .~.n:l tile: !".Ol'­

~lc or t iic R7.:~~!E' . Tho r.10!1 of tho 21;.0th 1!Crc inct:ru.nont:i.1 in t ho r;ro --r .... _r.: H:dch 
cnh.'.lnced t he U. S. - 'l'lt.'1il;:ir.d rcb.t i or..c11i n . It b fro;1 tl:c ;~c pr or'. :.c-:v.:.;; t ln t ·.re 
of tho 240ti1 AscJ.ult Eclicoptcr Conpc.~w consider oursc lvo::; 11: ,r,1b:i. :-: sndor::; '.-.':i. t h 
~ hclpi:n,r; hand. . 11 
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OP2Ri. 'l'IO: ~\I. S'l':\.'1'ICTIC.S 1<Y/O 

i '('!~~Ji r:rnu_~ Ekmm I: -:-·.:\. 

J :i"---..1..".ry 301,7 r } 
C· 

Febru.:::.ry 2939 17 
l·::trch : 3233 50 
April 31 25 56 
: :.1.:r .306~ .31 
JUl'lO 26!;.6 1c 
July 2838 16 
August 2952 1.3 
Cc 1:,tc~bor 251,5 28 
Cctober 2686 " ") Or_ 

1foveEbc::i.· 2731.,. 82 
Deccr.-cbo:c 2656 I:. 

TOTAL HOURS •••••••• · •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 31,., L.,69 

,1. VER.\GE HOURS FLmrn :rrm VOiITH ••••••••••••••••• ~ • 2 ' 873 

TOTAL KBA I s ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 405 

AV~RAGE KD.'.~ 1 s PER J.~ONTH •••••••••••••••••• •••••••••• 31;. 

·-~ ~~":;""--~~~,....~~--~-~~~~~~-~~~ ..... - ...... ...,.~~~-:"...,.----~~-.... ~~~~~-....,-~--,,~~ ..... ~-·~,,.....~-~ 
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l!OI:Olt WIJ, Oi·' ? ' i~f ;1;En:; KHJ.ED 

The comp.::my ho.d 0110 pilot killed duril1£r tho year. ~lOl H.ol1ert ?r.1nch 
died in Anr;uGt aft.er hie helicopter w~ts d01med l,y ho~:t:Llc fire . [e join.:; 
the f oliow:!.ne Greyhounds wi10 F.,adc tho cuprcr.1e Dacrificc . 

HOl Harvey C. Addison 
SP5 J:nthcw P. Ar:\1ral III 
SP!, J.:nrtin J . Dec-osh 
SP J, .?.on.110. ~ollinr:cr 
lL'i' I~aron L. :irow;.1 !I 
S~5 Joc~ph G. P. Co.toir, Jr. 
'.!01 '.Iil1inJ.:: K. Claucon 
S:!-'5 Dou.r;lns Ccmpton 
SF!, l'icll..['.Cl D. Craig 
SP5 Georcc D. Dell 
HOl Guy L. Ei ~;cn.h...,_rt 
'.101 J~'\...'les D. 3i,sonhowor 
HOl Alvis R. li'avcr:ty 
SP4 Eelson F. Fou:cnie r 
~101 Jerry 1 . Groen 
\ '01 Ib.J.ph V. Ib .vo.nner 
CP'i.' Fr<rnl~lin J . Finds 
::01 DJ.vid R. IIof:l1;i.:m 
.S:.:>!, GariJ i) . Eol ton 
CPT Charles D. Jilott 
SP L, Ronny Kindred 
SP5 Yartin. D. I\lann 
'.·!01 Larry s. r·lcEibbon 
PVT Bobbie J . J :aunts 
SP5 r:onry L. Pa.ri:o 
SP4 Robert Powell 
'.101 Aroi Pohtvali 
SP4 Ch'.lrlos C. Sale s 
C'.!2 ThoT.1<W J. Snith 
S.i) J, : .'n.Yi10 r;. S:..1i th 
SP5 Jn.mes G. ;rarr 


