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DEPARTI·lENT OF THE ARl·'.Y 
240TH AVIATION COl·TA1ff (ASLT REL) 
222ND AVIATION nAT·TALIOl~ ( COHBAT) 

APO San Francisco 96530 

19 February 1971 

SUBJECT: Unit Commander 's Introduction 

1. Throughout 1970, the 240th Aviation Company (Aslt Rel) has continued play-

ine a sienificant role in Combat Operation.s within all areas of l-~ili t ary Reg­

ion III. The Greyhoundn 1 outstanding reput ation is without parallel with the 
i 

units :supported, and is characterized by cooperat ion, dynamic execution of as-

siened missions, and an overall attitude of professiomlism that is recoenized 

by ground commanders. 

2. In 1970, the Greyhounds primarily supported three types of combat operat-

ions; Combat Assaults , Long-range Reconnaissance patrol oper ations, and com-

bat sup~ol't missions. In addition to these operations, the Greyhour..ds have 

trained 50 Thailand pilots, 80 Thailand doorgunners and crewchiefs , and given 

advanced training to 16 Vietnamese Air Force pilots. All training was incorp-

orated into the daily missions and the uni.t 1 s effectiveness r e:mained at 100 

per cent. Truly an outstanding accomplishment, but all in .a day1 s work for 

the Greyhounds. / .... 

3. The enviable reputation of the Greyhounds has been built on the profession­

alism of the officers and men who have served in .t he 240th Avn Co (Aslt Hel) 
I 

and the Greyhounds have surely earned their place in the History of Army -

Aviation. 

• l~~R:J4 
HERMAN J. l'fILLIAVS 
1'i.4J' D! 
Commanding 
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LINEAGE· 

The company was constituted on 1D March 1943 in the Army of the United 
States as the 2462d Quartermaster Truck Company, Aviation, and activated of 
15 March 1943 at Kelly Field, Texas. 

After participating in the New Guinea Campaign during World War II, the 
company was inactivated on 15 February, 1946, at Tokyo, Jo.pan. On 1 August 
1946, the company was converted and redesignated as the 2462d Transportation 
Corps Truck Company. Finally, on 1 November 1966, at Fort Hood, Texas, the 
company- was redesignated as the 240th Aviation Company and alloted to the 
regular Arrrry. The company was then deployed to the Republic of Vietnam on 
23 May 1967. 

HONORS 

During World War II, the company was credited with participating in the 
New Guinea Campaign. 

~ 

In Vietnam, participated in the Counteroffensive , Phase II and III, the 
Tet Counteroffensive, 1968, Counteroffensive Phase IV, X, VI , Tet Counterof­
fensive 1969, Vietnamese Summer-Fall, Vietnamese Winter-Sprine, and t he Cur­
rent Unnamed Campaign. 

COMMANDING OFFICERS 

The following officers commanded the 240th Aviation Company (Aslt Rel ) 
during the periods indicated: 

Major Wiliam A. Williams 
Major Glenn F, Hoffinan 
Major Jesse H. James 
Major William H. Overholser 
Major Archie c. Ringgenberg 
Major Joseph A. Lacy 
Major Bruce J. Dubov 
Major Herman J. Williams 

Oct 66 ---sap 67 
Sep 67 - Viar 68 
Har 68 - -Aug 68 
Aug 68 - Feb 69 
Feb 69 - Sep 69 
Sep 69 - }fa.r 70 
Mar 70 - Aug '70 
Aug '/0 - Prcsont 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TERRAIN 

All of the ,operations for the year took place in the III Corps military 
region, with the exception of the Cambodian operation. That operation will be 
covered in the section dealing with the unit 1 s operations. 

On the map on the preceeding page, III Corps has been divided according 
to the areas of operation of each of the major units supported by the 240th 
during 1970. These areas were quite flexible with joint operations quite 
often being executed outside the limits of a particular coJ:1Illand 1 s area . A 
general terrain description of each area with the unit workiTI[; that area \rlll 
aid in understandine the varied types of operations the cor.ipany pcrfonned. 
The areas will be discussed according to the number in each region on tho map. 

AREA I: Two units occupied this area, the Bien Hoa Tactical Assistance 
Command and the Capitol Military Defense. Command. Quite often, the missions 
flown in this area were performed with Regionn.l and Popular Forces and were 
single-d3.y operations. The area is quite flat, wit h r.'.any rice paddi es . Vost 
of these paddies have been nbandoned in the western portion of the sector due 
to enemy activities, but many are presently being worked in the Saigon area . 
There is no dense forest or jungle area in the region. 

AREA II: Two major units worked in this area. These um.ts were the 
3/9th U.S. Infantry and the 25th ARVN Division. This area has many rice pad­
dies and cAnals in it, but has !"ore fol:i.age and offers many more hiding places . 
Therd arc no t hick forests in the area, but many patches of nippa pa.ill . This 
was a major infiltration route into South Vietnam for the !NA. The in.any 
canals and streams of' the region provided the ene:r.:y with good transportation 
routes, especially at night. 

AREA III: The 5th Special Forces Group worked in this area . The urea 
contains triple-canopy jungle and very thick forests. There are very few 
streams in the area, and very few civilians. The mountains are relatively 
small, seldom rising more than 500 foet above the surrounding terrain. Low 
clouds and fog quite often hampered operations in this urea. 

AREA IV: This area is the Rung Sat Special Zone and is worked by ARVN 
Marines with i,T.S. Earine Advisors. The area is flat; with many areas of thick 
nippa palm and other tyPes of underbrush. Since the area is flat and close to 
the ocean, the tides play an important role in opcra.t:lons in the region. It 
is suspected that there is some infiltration into the country by sea at this 
point. · 

AREA V: The 240th 1 s home is in this section, noted with a red nxn on 
the I!lap. : Bearcat is also the location of the Hoyal T°.t1ai Anny Volunteer Forces 
who work the area around Bearcat. The area has rice paddies on the western 
and northern borders, but the rnnjority of the area is dense fo rest. The area 
is relatively flat, but the thick f orest and nearness of civilian sources of 
food roke it an excellent locatio;.1 for enet'y forces. itor.'e plot.;s 1·:e:ce put to 

.... 

... 



work on the area l ate in 1970, clearing parts of the urea of forest, but sev­
eral enemy units are still kno\m to be operating in the region. 

AREA VI: The 25th U.S . Infantry Division conducted operations in t his 
area during 1970. The area has t hick forest and jungle , and several r.ount­
ains that provide caves for the eneny t o hide in. !.'ost of the civilian r op­
ulation is cent~red around the city of Xuan Loe, but there are fnrmcrs to tte 
east of the city. This area also has several lar('e rubber plantations which 
are old and have cut large ravines in several pl aces . 

AREA VII: The 18th ARVN Division uorked in this area , a.long with the 
199th Infantry Brigade until the 199th stood do1m in the Fall. The region is 
sparsely populated and has several large mountains and forests . There are a 
few rice paddies scattered throughout the urea, but the mountains restrict 
farmine to a large extent. 'Weather is a critical factor in operations , espec­
ially duri:ng the Monsoon season, as low clouds and ground fog often restrict 
visability. 

/ 
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Unit Operations and Record of Achievenent 1 Jan 70 - .31 Dec 70 

Duril'1...g 1970, the 240th Assault Helicopter Cot1pany Grcyhouncls and !'ad Dogs 
continued to work in the .3rd l·!ili tary Re r:.ion of South Vietnrun. The tactics 
employed by the company remained generally the same , uith Irinor va.ri e..tions as 
indicated by terrain. The 11 raid 11 tactic was most often used, since the comp­
any has employed this tactic with great success since early 1969. 

The major units supported during the year wore as follows: 

.3rd Brigade, 9th U.S. Infantry 
25th ARV!I, Long An Province 
5th Special Forpes Group, Bien Hoa Province 
Royal Thai Anny" Volunteer 1',orces, 1st and 2nd Brigades 
Bien Hoa Tact ical Assistance Command 
Capitol Eilitary Defense 
Rung Sat Special Zone 

The company normally flew two combat assault missions ·per day, in addit­
ion to flying up to six direct combat support ships . The DCS ships carried 
mail, cargo, passengers and distribution to units that wero stationed in the 
field. 

On a combat assault mission in support of the .3rd of the 9th Infantry, a 
nonnal day would begin with the insertion of a company, or, quite often, a 
battalion size unit. The unit would then conduct search and destroy rr~ssions. 
When any element of t he unit made enemy contact," the element wns immediately 
reinforced with other elements, inserted to the contact ar ea by t he Gr ayhound 
lift afrctaft. Once an element had comr: leted sweeping i t s secto~ of operat­
ions, it would be reinserted to another area. The Greyhounds often made as 
many as fifteen to twenty such insertions each day. 

In contrast to t he lar~e scale operations of the 3rd of the 9th Infantry, 
operations with the Royal Thai Army Volunteer Forces were of a r;ruch smaller 
size. The same type operations were performed, but usuall y with only one or 
two platoons. The RTAVF also utilized squad sized lone range recon teams , 
which usually conducted t hree day operations. The inserti.on.s were r:ade with 
two lift aircraft, and a light fire team of Mad Dog gunships. One lift ship 
made the insertion, occasionally employing ropes for the insertion, '.-.rhile the 
other ship flew chase in case some problem developed. The Greyhounds and Fad 
Dogs vrere on a constant al~rt for the duration of the operation. 

- - -- - - While the above operations are descriptions of the type of operatiorrs 
the company- employed with these particular units, they are typical of most of 
the other uni ts supported by the 240th. - -- --· 

One distinct Jxception from the type operations already described was 
the Fifth Special Fprces. Four lift ships were utilized for the insertion of 
three racon teams. \ The teams, inserted individually, consisted of five to 
eight men and conducted patrols t hroughout their assigned areas. The P."5ssions 
and training performed accomplished definite objectives, including gathering 
intelligence. The teruns conslsted of two e~:ri"rnc.ed rJP"'." Rnrl ~Pv0 -rnl studP.n+s 
who were on the last portion of a training cour::ie present ed by the S:re cic .. l 
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Forces command. The insertions were often accomplished with ladders or rope::;, 
since the terrain included triple canopy jungle and offered few landing areas 
where the ships could land. The extraction of the teams was often accor!lplish­
ed in the same manner. While the patrols· •mre out, the Greyhounds served a 
dual mission. They were on a constant stand-by in case one of the teams ran 
into trouble, and flew training missions for the early phases of tho course. 
This training included practice insertions to secure areas , parachute drops 
from the helicopters, and demonstrations of fire poi·ffir by t he :Mad Dogs. 

From the pe riod 1 Jan 70 to 30 Apr 70, the company put up two combat as­
sault missions each day, with the exception of maintenance down days, one each 
month. The missions were performed by four lift ships and two gunships under 
the control of a co~.mand . and control ship, with· members from the ground unit 
aboard. During this period, the 240th supported the units previously mention­
ed and also the 25th U.S. Infantry Division in Phouc Tuy Province, plus DCS 
ships for II Field Force Artillery and JifACV Cords. 

The raid tactic again proved its worth during this period corl.3idering 
the low number of hits received by aircraft and the number of enemy soldiers 
killed by aircraft. We were credited with 95 kills by actual body count. 

Two noteworthy missions were flo•m by the. company during the first quart­
er of the year, the first one occurring on 19 }-l'.arch. 

'l.'b.e 240th was assigned the mission of supporting the ARVN Marines of the 
Rung Sat Special Zone, Gia Dinh Province, operating out of lilha. Be. The oper­
ational area was fifteen miles southeast of Bearcat. T'ne ground troops were 
inserted l.d.nto the area to conduct search and destroy operations, and establish­
ed enemy contact after two to three hours. They sighted an estimated thirty 
Viet Cong soldiers in what appeared to be an enemy base crunp. The }iad Dog 
lieht fire team came under heavy enemy fire and i mmediately returned fire with 
2.75 rockets and M-60 door gun fire. After six hours of intense contact, the 
enemy weapons were silenced and the Yiad Dogs were credited with 16 ·enemy kil­
led by air, with no friendly casualties. 

· The second mission of significance took place on 15 April while working 
with the RTAVF out of Bearcat. The Mad Dog gunships '1-mre escorting the lift 
platoon to an intended landing zone when they crune under fire from an estimat­
ed company size enemy force. The Mad Dogs, reacting from the instinct devel­
oped from similar situations, immediately engaged the enemy and were credited 
with ten enemy soldiers killed. 

During the time these oJ)erations took place, the 240th suffered a short­
age of doorgunners and crewchiefs in the flight platoons . The compar.y adjust­
ed to the shortage by initiating training periods after the rr.isslons of the 
day were completed. The shortage was eliminated i..rith no loss to the overal1 
combat effectiveness of the unit. 

During the second quarter of the year, 1 May 70 - 31 Jul 70, the company 
participated in the Cambodian operation, The co~pany worked on a daily basis, 
supporting t he 5th ARV"1~ Infantry Division on operation Bl ack Horse . The corr.p­
any suppl::.cd hel:i.~optcr support f or combat assaults, r»:isupply, and medeytac:s . 
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Five troops ships and two gun ships provided support and cover for the ground 
operations, which took place in the Fish Hook region of Cambodia. The comp­
any received a Letter of Cormnendation fron COL John G. Hayes, Senior Advisor, 
for the outstanding support provided by the Greyhounds and Mad Dogs. 

On one occasion, the 240th supported the 4th of the 9th Infantry, 25th 
Infantry Division with nine troop ships and f our gun ships from early morning 
until noon. Then these same ships supported the 3rd of t he 9th Infantry Div-
ision in the Parrot 1 s Beak region for the rest of the day until dusk. The .._ 
combined flying hours for this day totalled over seventy tactical flying hours. 
This record is a credit to the maintenance platoon in addition to the crews 
who were doing the flying. 

Over 400 combat hours were flown in a. concentrated period of ten days, 
all in direct support of combat units. After that ten day period, DCS, resup­
ply, and medevac missions contirmed on a daily basis throughout the month of 
May. On one afternoon, the company medevaced 55 wounded sol diers to hospit­
als in a three hour period. The 21+0th was , to say the leas-t, very flexible 
during the entire operation. All this, despite t he fact that most crew mem­
bers had to exceed restrictions placed on the m.unber of flight hours to be 
flown during any thirty day period. This means the crews were flying over 
140 hours in the month besides pull ing daily maintenance on their aircraft. 
This is a fine example of the professionalism an.ct. pride of the unit. The 240th 
has always put out a little more when they have been exhausted. The results of 
their work is readily seen when scan..rling through the achievements of the comp­
any. 

Alko,' on 27 May, the 240th supported the ARVN Harines in the Rung Sat 
Special Zone. After approximately six houra, tho ground troops reported that 
they were pinned down under heavy enemy fire. The command. and control ship re­
layed the call to the Mad Dogs , who immedU3.tely responded to the call for help. 
The gunships engaged the enemy with organic weapons, resulting in ten enemy t 
killed by air, one killed_by ground troops, and no friendly casualties. 

Later in the quarter, on 9 July, the 240th inserted element s of the 25th 
U.S. Infantry Division twelve miles southeast of Xuan Loe. After two insert­
ions, the ground troops received sniper fire which seriously wounjed two friend­
ly soldiers. A lift aircraft from the 240th made an urgent medevac from t he 
hot landing zone. The three remaining lift ships made emergency resupply of 
anmrun:ition and pyrotechnics to the troops, who were still in contact. The rest 
of the infantry company was· inserted into the area, including a n:.ortar platoon. 
The enemy broke contact after ten hours of fighting. Durine the operation, 
the light fire team of the 240th expended eight loads of ordinance in very 
close support of the ground unit. The results of the day were friendly losses 
described as light and enemy losses unknown. 

Even though th~ seasonal monsoons drenched the local area during this 
quarter, : the Greyho~nds still performed their assi gned w..issions in a superior 
manner. Occasional1y, lou ceilings delayed t ake-offs, but these tir:e ::i were 
few. The pilots contirmed their instrument flight trainil'lG by flyiI"'..g a :mini­
mum of four hours hood t ime , an:i conducting h ;o gr ound controlled o.pn:-oaches 
each month. This t r ainirie hel ped tnem to 1.'tiliiLtin p.c.:.1.1.. ::......,.i.o:.•m:. ln in.:, v1'L;...».mt i'lii:;ht 
conditions, should inadvertant I FR conditi ons be encountered. 
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During the third quarter, tho company was assiGned sevorG.l additi oml mis­
sions. These missions were to support the· 18t h ARVN Division, Task Force 333 
at Fire Support Baso Blackhorse, a nd HACV Advisor s at Ha..m Tan, Due Hoa. , Tan An, 
Ben Luc, Baria, Quan Loi, and Xuan Loe. 

A significant incident occurred .on 21 Aug 70, this time concernine one of 
the direct combat support ships. While on a resupply to a. 'l'ha.i unit, the air­
craft was shot do1m on short final to the area . Tho unit was in a Rome- plow 
cut, awaiting resupply of food and equipme nt. At tuenty feet above t he ground, 
the ship received automatic weapons fire from both sides of tho l anding zone, "' 
which was bordered by t hick f orcst. The crew escaped fror.i t he aircraft upon 
hi ttina the ground, just as the ship began to burn. One of the crcu ~-m.s killed 
when the main rotor blade flexed low as he was runni!l(j from the aircraft. The 
remainder of the crew was safely evacuated by members of the 240th, who T.rerc 
flyi ng a combat assault in the vicinity. 

The next month, on 22 Sep 70, while supporting t!-"le 18th ARYIT force work­
ing 4 miles southwest of Xuan Loe, a compa:ny was inserted at 0800 t o conduct 
search and. destroy missions in the area. The unit was ambushed at 1030 hours 
by an 1'IVA unit dressed in ARVN uniforms. The ARVN company corunanclcr and two 
of his platoon leaders were killed in t he initial conb.ct, and the enemy capt­
ured two radios with frequencies dialed to the opera ting cha.w..el. Thus, when­
ever the Had Dog gunships fired on the enemy positions, the I~JA radioe~ that 
the guns were firing on friendly positions, adding to the confusion of the bat­
tle. The Groyhound lift ship:J then inserted an addi tion..'tl sixteen loads of 
.troops, while the landing zone received ten rounds of 6onr nortar fire. The 
light fire team suppressed the suspected mortar position with rockets and mini­
gun fire as the insertions continued. The fifth flight into the area took auto­
matic fir\ while sitting in the la:lding zone, but suffered no casualties. On 
the seventh flight into the landing area, while 800 meters from t he touchd01m 
point, the flight again took fire. One aircraft commander was struck on his 
left hand, and his crewchief was wounded in the elbow and back. The aircraft 
also was struck in its fuel cells, causing rapid loss of fuel. The copilot of 
the ship made the decision to ny the ship to Xuan Loe, rather than land in the 
hostile area, despite the severe loss of fuel. Once the ship was <lmm at Xuan 
Loe, the two wounded members were taken to a. hospital and treated. Both r ecov­
ered and were returned to cmms as a result of their wounds . r!eanwhile ' the 
lift ships completed the insertions. The ground troops confirmed two llVA kil­
led by air, and six bunkers destroyed. Due to the heavy ener.y activity, the 
ground troops were unable to sweep the area, allowing the enemy to carry his 
dead and wounded from the area.. 

On 6 Oct 70 , during a routine insert:i.on, the lead ship of the Ead Dog 
light fire team spotted a ~an hidine in a tree line near a s~~ll villar,e . The 
ground. poillI'.lll.nder, from the 25th ARVN Division of Hiep Hoa, gave clea. rance to 
the gunships to kill the D.an, who was wearing some type of unifo:".'I'l . After 
killine t he man, the fire team continued searching t he area, findi ne five more 
men with weapons, web gear and packs. The enemy were engaged with rocke ts, 

·and in the process of this .fire , several trenches and bu~rnrs were uncover ed. 
For t hree hours, the Had Dogs continued to search, spotting more VC fro~ time 
to time. The ground troops f ound thirteen bodies t hat were credited to th9 
£1Unships Hnd. co.pt ur0d nine Feapons , alorir; with a l ar,.,.e but unrer or t "d 'l!·o1mt 
of r:one~r. I-t; w:i.s 2.ater learned that the r::an co.rry.:.nc; the non2y ;i,1s th0 di~t:-:!.ct 
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Next, during a two day operation with the ARVN 1·'.arincs fro:r.t Nha De, the 
240th took part in another large contact wi.th the enemy. The ground troops 
discovered some very fresh footprints during their minsion, and re~1ested that 
the Mad Dogs recon the area toward which the tracks led. Since they uork with 
one ship very low and the other at apl)rorlrn.ately 300 feet above , the 1'.ad Dogs 
provide very good reports of what lies ahead of the friendly troops. After 
20 mil'Dltes, t he gunships received heavy automatic weapons fire and returned 
fire. The lift ships inserted a blocking force 150 meters from the contact 
area. The results from the first day were no friendly troops wounded or kil-
led, and 23 enemy killed by air. Also, 3 bunkers and 6 sampans were destroyed "'-
by the gunships. · · 

The next day, on 14 Oct 70, the 240th returned to the area and discovered 
an enemy base camp 4 kilometers west of the previous contact area. There was 
an undetermined mnnber of enemy in the camp, and these men were fired on by 
the Mad Does. This timo, a total of nil'lF.l enemy woro killed by air, oight bunk­
ers were destroyed with no friendly casualties. A total of twelve er.emy weap­
ons were captured during the two day operation. Two of the VC dead were later 
identified as long ti.Joo members of the Viet Cong and had over 40 years combin­
ed service. 

One of the largest contacts of the year occurred on 19 Oct 70 while work­
ing ID.th the RTAVF five miles south of Dearcato . A hunter-killer team consist­
ing of a Cobra gunship and a LOH were working east of where the Thais had been 
inserted, when the LOH took fire. The Had Dogs flying in the area went to the 
assistance of the team and found several bunkers. The lift ships of the 240th 
re-inserted the Thai troops into the vicinity of the bunkers. The Thais rec­
eived heavy fire when they tried to assault the bunker corr,plex and h'.:l.d to with- . 
draw from the area, while the Mad Dogs covered their retreat. The lfad Dogs 
placed heavy firo on tho area, then called in o.n air strike by the Air Force, 
directine the fire of the jets. Durine the operation, the Thais had oP~ ~.an 
wounded but he was irrnnediately evacuated by one of the lift ships. When the 
ground troops went back through the area, they found 28 VC/NVA soldiers killed 
by the Ma.d Dogs, 12 killed by the air strike and 4 killed by the Thais. There 
were also many bunkers destroyed, and one Chicom radio w:is captured 1-ri th mun­
erous documents identifying seven enemy units working in the area. 

In addition to flying combat operations, the 240th was called upon to 
train Thai. aviators as UH-lC gunship pilots during the first part of the year. 
The purpose of the training was to increase the knowledge and combat effect­
iveness of the Thai aviator by making him proficient in tqe tactics of the 
"Charlie Modal" gunship. 

Working closely with the 240th Assault Helicopter Company at Bearcat, the 
Thai pilots have acquired the skills necessary to perform successfUl insertions 
and extractions. All aspects of safety and weapons systeTis w~re stressed 
heavily. 

· Approxi:mately 9 hours of ground school instruction were taught in the in­
itial pha~e of training. The· classes included: description and capabilities 
of the ~~apon.-,-.y, arming and de-arming procedures, safety techniques, and rraint­
enance., which an a via tor should be able to supervise! 
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The second phase of training was the transitioning into the UH-lC air­
craft. This involved nmch verbal instruction by the IP/AC and act1.1al flight 
instruction on aerial tactics and coverage of the 11 slicks 11 • t-n1en these tact­
ics were mastered, the Thais were able to support their o\m people effective­
ly and efficiently. 

The unit Instructor Pilots covered the instructions of the Thais in the 
air. Subjects,. taught j_ncluded aircraft limitations and the techniques the Had 

· Dogs have initiated in the III Corps area. Emergency procedures and autorot­
ntions were other subjects taught. 

Having completed the classroom nnd aerial flight instruction, the Thai 
pilots began phase three of the training. In this phase, the Thai pilots flew 
with the gunships on actual combat assaults. Here, all previous trainine was 
put into practice, and the new "gun pilots" got a chance to see tho cenoral 
scope of the mission, while performing an integral pa.rt of that mission. In 
four days time, each student acquired twenty comb.:it hours of flight time. 

When asked what he thought of the progrrun, a pilot e:>.."J)ressed the feelings 
of the 240th AHC in saying, "The Thai pilots we are t raining learn their les­
sons well and are motivated men. They are outstandine of ficers and eager stud­
ents. Many are fixed wing rated and are all "Huey" qualified. It is always a 
pleasure to train interested people." 

The Royal Thai Army was also given three UH-lH aircraft from the 240th 
·and Thai pilots uerc selected and given instruction on the characteristics of 
the Huey and the techniques used in a combat zone . Crew engineers were also 
trained in the daily maintenance of the Huey. The Thais perform the aircraft 
·daily ma~ntenance, and the 240th performs higher echelons of maintenance. 

1 The 240th also trained Tuai door gunners to crew the new Hueys the Thais 
had received. The students were given 5 days of instruction, with practical 
exercises included, to make them proficient and· reliable door gunners. 

On the first day, such subjects as pre-flight procedures, in-flight and 
refueling procedures, post-flight procedures, and description, safety, dis­
assembly, reassembly of the l·:-60 IEachine gun were taught. 

During the next four days, the Thai students l.rere given instruction in 
target detection, rules of engagement, emergency procedures and flight safety. 
Then it was time for the students to put their instruction to use . The stud­
ents were given fourteen hours of range and aerial firing. In this training, 
the students- learned to eet the feel of the H-60 in fllght. They also were 
taught the value of the door gunner o.nd aircraft commander working together as 
a team. 

D..iring the year, the 240th "gradllc'.l.ted" close to seventy Thai door gun" 
in two cycles of three classes each. In addition, the company train2d sF · 
classes of Thai armorers to maintain their weapons. At the conclusion 
trainirlg periods, the students were awarded honorary American cre\.rnemt-
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These progr<l!Jls definitely increased the combat effectiveness and the mor­
ale of the RTAVF. The mon of the 240th were i!l.Dtrwnental in the pror:ram which 
enhanced the U. S. - Thll.iland relationship, It is from theso proerolns that we 
of the 240th Assault Helicopter Company consider ourselves 11Ambassadors with 
a helping hand." 
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AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 

Following is a list of Awards and Decorations presented to menbers 
of the 240th Aviation Company (Aslt Hel) during 1970. 

Silver Star 
Distinguished Flying Cross 
Soldier's Medal 
Bronze Star Medal with "V" 
Air Med.al with "V" 
Army Commend.a tion Medal with "V" 
Distinguished Flying Cross (Achievement) 

\Bronze Star Medal 
'Basic Air Medal 
Army Commendation Medal 
Purple Heart 

2 
67 
1 
1 

115 
9 
1 

104 
160 
314 
26 

In addition to the above Awards, the 240th had t he Honor of having 
the Soldier of the Year Awa~d go to one of its members. SP5 Dennis Jantz, 
Denver, Colorado. He served with the 240th 1 s Had Dogs whe n he was subr:iit­
ted for the Award. His selection as the Soldier of t he Year from candid­
ates from units of the Army a.11 over the world brings great credit to his 
unit as well as himself. 
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,, HONOR ROLL OF MEMBEJ1S KILLED 

The company had one pilot killed during the year. WOl Robert Frasch 
died in August after his helicopter was downed by hostile fire. He joins 
the following Greyhounds who made the supreme sacrifice. 
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WOl Harvey C. AddiDon 
SP5 1-~thew P. Amarn1 III 
SP4 Martin J. Beeosh 
SP4 Ronald Bellinger 
lLT Haron L. Brown II 
SP5 Joseph G. P. Catoir, Jr. 
WOl Hillia."'1 K. Clauson 
SP5 Douglas Compton 
SP4 Ki.chael D. Craig 
SP5 George D. Dell 
WOl Guy L. Eisenhc1.rt 
WOl James D. Eisenhower 
Wen Al vis R. Faver:ty 
SP4 Nelson F. Fournier 
wen Jerry L. Green 
WOl Ralph H. Havanaer 
CPT Franklin J. Hinds 
WOl David R. Hoffman 
SP4 Gary D. Holton 
CPT Charles B. Jilott 
SP4 Ronny Kindred 
SP5 Hartin D. Klann 
WOl Larry S. HcKibben 
PVT Bobbie J . ?founts 
SP5 Henry L. Pa[Se 
SP4 Robert Powell 
WOl Arai Pohtvali 
SP4 Charles C. Sales 
CW2 Thor.las J. Smith 
SP4 Hayne ll . Smith 
SP5 James G. Warr 
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OPERATIONAL STATISTICS 1970 
" 

l<ONTH HOURS FLOW1T KBA 

January I 3047 8 I 

February 2939 17 "'-

lfarch 323.3 50 

April ' 31 25 56 

}~y 3068 31 

June 2646 18 

July ~ 2838 16 

August 2952 1.3 

September · 2545 / 28 

October 2686 82 

November 2734 82 
r ... 

December 2656 4 
I; 

I 

'I'OTAL HOURS • •••••••••••••••••••• • •••••••••••••• 34, L-,.69 

A VER.AGE HOURS .FLmm PER }~ONTH ••••••••••••••••••• 2' 873 

TOTAL KBA' s • ..•................ . ....... J . .. o •••••••• 405 

AVERAGE KBA ts PER }!OlrrH •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• JL, 
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