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KADE NA, OKINAWA DECEMBER, 1967 

One ol Air America' s spanking new Bell 205 helicopters on th e Norfh Romp ol Ban gko k' s Dan 

Muong Airport where it and lour other 205s were asse mb led an d fest -flown by Bell and AAM per· 

sonnel. Not e that the 205 hos two forge side windows as compare d to only one on the 204B . These 
choppers ore now based at Udorn. 

AAM ACQUIRES FIVE 
BEAUTIFUL BELL 205s 
by: STAFFI BKK 

Our BKK base recently received five 
spanking new Bell 205 he li copters. Eacn 
machine was packed in three large crates 
which were hauled from Bangkok's dock­
side to its Don Muong Airport on two huge 
trucks. The three crates contained respec­
tively the chopper 's fuselage, tail boom, 
and rotor blades . 

The 205s were uncrated and assem ­
bled in the open on the North Ramp of 
the airport. A maximum effort was put 
forth by all AAM and Bell personnel con­
cerned and the aircraft were made ready 

· for flight test in very short order. 
Assembly of the 205s was done under 

the supervision of Robert (Bob) Davis, 
Superintendent of Maintenance. The reams 
of paperwork involved in importing the 
choppers were efficiently handled by Nor­
bert Wynn, Superintendent, Supply. 

There were many people involved 
in the 205 assemb ly operation - these men 
were primarily concern·ed: 

E. C Smith, of Bell Hel ico pte r 
E. D. Wood, Crew Chief, UDN 
G. L Woods, Flight Me chan ic, UDN 
J_ Si mons, Flight Mechan ic, UDN 
T. Potigul, RMD Mecha ni c, BKK 
A. Supanpang, RMD Mechan ic, BKK 
H. E. Perry, Crew Chief, Thai Police 

Contract 
W . D. lee, Advisor, Thai Police Con­

tract 
Pi lots o n the program included: Mr. 

E. C Smith of Bell Helicopter; Capta in 
W a yne Knig ht, AAM UDN ; and Capta in 
W a yne W e b b of AAM's BKK Flying Tro in­
in g Department. 

!-~~~! The Be ll 205 helicopter is similar to the 
Bell 204 B in most respects being a medium 

. size, mo d e rn, turbine -powered, single-engine 

! 
machine with a two-bladed main rotor. Both l 
o re powere d by the some Lycoming T53 -11 A 
e ngine which develops 1, 100 sha lt horsepow~r 
fo r toke -off and 900 hp . for continuous use . 

Prin cip a l differe nces ore : 
· A 1 ,000 lb. increase in maximum gro ss 

! 
toke -off weig ht with intern al loads: ! 

· Ma xim um passenger seating in creased 
from 9 to 13 (excluding pilot and co -pilot ) by 
the addition of two pairs of seats lacing out­
ward ad ja ce nt to the rotor p ylon . 

Some other differe nces : 

l Main Ro tor Dia . !~~ 4" ~~?BO" l 
Usable C uboge 

Ma in ca rgo are ?: 220 cu .f lt . 140 cu .f lt . 
Cargo D oor: 

Hei gh t 4' 1" 4' O" 
§ W idth 

11 AIR AMERICA'S MOTTO: 'NO PROBLEM"' 


