
' 
~ ' ~ , 

' • 
! 

1 .. 

SUL'?LE::]~lIT TO 

THE HISTCRY OF 

THE 336TH ASSAUI.l' HELICOPl'~ COi·lPANY 

1 SEP1'1'.l~:J3ER THROUGH Jl DECEKBER 1966 

PREPARED BY 

1/LT JOSEPH G. hULHERAN JR 

UNIT HISTORIAN 

APfi~VED BY 

LOUIS H. JACQUAY 

i-'iAJOR, SIGC 

CO:~~~DlNG 

13TH CO!<JjAT AVIATIOi~ (LlELTA) BATTALIOK 

UNITED ST ;'(!' I!:S Ali~Y VI~1'IA1·: 



SEFTEMBER 1966 

September was a very active month for the 11Warriors 11 , arrl it found us 

participating in CJombat Assault operations on 17 of the JO days. 

We started the month with a four day operation near the town of Vi 

Thanh in Chuong Thi en Provm ce. On the secom day o! the operation the 

11WaITior ·slicks" were receiving intense mortar am. automatic weapons fire 

in the landing zone, but thanks to the close and effective fire support 

from the T-Birds and USAF air strikes, only one slick was hit by hostile fire 

an:l it was flown back to the sta gefield for minor repairs. This was a very 

successful operation and the final results were very impressive. 309 Viet 

Cong kill in action, 13 captured, 21 ARVN killed in action, 73 ARVN wounded 

in action. 

A large arsenal of weapons arrl ammunition was captured to include 4 

2Qmn cannons, aver 168 small anns, ll,000 rounds of small anns ammunition 

and numerous grenades and recoilless rifle rounds. 

The other operations during the month consisted o£ the . normal . resupply 

an:i comnand and liason type missions, arrl, of ca.irse, swatter. 

September proved to be another bad month for DEROS, with the 11Warrioro" 

still losing quite a few people, but gradually getting "New Blood". losing 

a lot of old timers in a short period always makes for increased hardship 

and longer hours for the other aircraft, commanders. The ''Weirriore" fl.cw· a. 

total of 2 1 201 hours; 1,717 flown by the slicks a.rxi 48.4..0 by the "'I'-Birdsn• 

The high aviator for the month flew 155.4 hours. 
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OCTOBER 1966 

The middle of October found the 11\larriors" in a bind for aircraft. 

On the 18th, most of the 11Warriors" were on routing Command and Liason 

and resupply missions, when about 1100 hours Paddy Control began issuing a 

recall for all "Warrior Slicks" to return to Soc Trang as soon as possible. 

We all began to wonder what was going on. 

Upon arrival back at heme base we were given a short briefing and were 

told that we would be carrying a raiding party of Chinese mercenary soldiers 

(Nungs) on a surprise raid; wh ere exactly, none of us knew. 

Withi n an hair after our briefing we were in the thick of battle with 

a Viet Cong regiment at the tinfamoust Vi Thanh. 

Almost immediately one of the units which has landed 1200 meters from 

the proposed landing zone because of bad visibility, came into heavy contact 

and the two American advisors were wcunded. Help was requested and a med­

evac shopper came into the landing zone, wt crune under heavy automatic weaP­

ons fire, and badly damaged; the aircraft returned to the stage field. 

Viking Lead then decided to attempt a medevac with his ship. On approach to 

the landing zone, a burst of ma.chinegun fire shattered the right windshield 

killing the pilot instantly. Vith the controls shot out the a:rm:id helicopter · 

went into a forest of mangroves and crashed. The three survivors, still 

under enemy fire, escaped the wreckage ~nd crept away, only to spend a 

harrowing night evading the Viet Ccng, killing frur in hand to hand cor:ibat 

in the process. The next morning the three survivors were picked up by' a 

"Dlstoff 11 medevac chopper. 

The results of the battle were: 100 Viet Cong killed in action. The 

J36th suff erect 3 U .s. wounded in action, one seriously, with 6 armed trans~ · ~ 
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ports and 2 gunships damaged enoumt to be declared un!l.yable. 

This month found a change in the slang expression !or troop carrying 

helicopters. The word "slick" has been deleted arxl replaced by anned 

transport. 

On the 22nd at approximately 00.30 hours the Viet Cong made an unsuc­

cessful attempt to mortar Soc Trang Airfield, thereby breaking a two month 

dry spell. Six rounds were fired but all ln.n:ied 200 meters short of the 

SW end of the runway, am. no damage resulted. 

The 11'1'-Birds" were scrambled and put in several target attacks against 

the suspected mortar positiom1. Because of darlmess it was not possible to 

determine the number of casualties inflicted on the enemy. 

The remairxier of the month was comparatively uneventful with most 

missions caisisting of con:mand and liason and resupply. 

This mCJ'lth the transports flew 1752 hours while the T-Birds flew 547 hours 

!or a company total of 2,299 hours. The high aviator thi• month £1~ 163.5 

hours breaking an all time record for the Com.pa.qr. 
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NOVJ!MB.ER 1966 

On Novanber 19, 1966, a heavy fire team from the ''T-Birds" was at Ben 

Tre in support of a 7th ARVN Division sector operation. The team was on 

standby at the stage field. About 1000 hours an anned transport from the 

l14th A~sault Helicopter Company lan:ied at Ben Tre and reported that he 

had received automatic weapons fire 'While resupplying Ba Tri outpost. 

Shortly thereafter word was brought that Sector Headquarters had not re­

ceived any radio transmissions fran an ARVN patrol c>nd their two American 

advisors, that were supposed to operating in the Ba Tri area and subseouently 

requested that the ''T-Birds" take off am try to locate the ratrol. 

Upon arrival in the area the ''!'-Birds" observed an estimated 300 uniformed 

Viet Cong complete with helmets camouflaged, amno bandoleers and automatic 

weapons, running down an abandoned road towards a heavy p&lln t;r<Ne. At fir~t 

it was hard to believe that this many Viet Cong had been caught in the open, 

but when they turred and began .firing at the gunships, there was no longer 

any doubt about them being 11Charlies". The "T-Birds" as~umed their fighting 

f ormatiais and the free for all was on. 

There was a furious twenty minute battle while the '"1'-Birds" expended all 

of their ordinance, a.rd when the dust cleared the three gunships had killed 

a fant.J.stie 167 hard core Viet Cong. 

The three 1"1'-Birds" limped back to the stage field to re-arm and refuel 

while ''Warrior 611 stayed airborne over the scere o! battle to keep an eye on 

the fleeing Viet Cong. 

After landing, one of the 1"1'-Birds"" made a pedal tum to clear the active 

aIXi experienced anti-torque failure. The aircraft spun around 1! times before 

the pilot could execute a successful hovering autorotation dh no damage to 

the aircraft. The aircraft had taken 19 hits, one billet partially severing 



the tail rotor control cable causing it to fail on landing. The high pro-

f essiona.l competence with which the aircraft commander handled this emergency 

is indicative of all o! the pilots in this company. 

The other two g.mships received 11 and 2 hits respectively. The pilots 

ani crews of all three ships miraculously escaped without a scratch. 

It was leanied later that this battalion of Viet Cong had ambushed the 

ARVN i:atrol that hadn't reported in, killing one .American advisor and cap­

turing the other, and were about to attack the outpost at Ba Tri when the 

11'1'-Birds" spoiled their plans. 

The remainier of the month both before ani after Ba. Tri was occupied by 

regular cocmarrl arxi liason and resupply missions. 

This month the armed transports flew 11 945.0 hour~ mxi ~ "1'-Bi.rds,. 

625.0 for a total of 2,579.0 hours. 



DECEMBER 1966 

On the 6th of this month two Naval aviators an::l their two enlisted air­

crewzr.en arrived at Soc Trang to begin training ·with the T-Birds in preparation 

for their assignmert, to the U.S. Navy Amed Helicopter "Detachment, the Sea-. 
wolves, in support of Operation Garaewarden. The "water soldiers", as they are 

affectionately called, have adapted themselves very well to their new Arrey 

enviornment and are very competent gunship pilots. 

On the 22d, a heavy fire team was scrambled to Vi Thanh in response to 

an urgent call tba. t a VietnaDese ootpost am hamlet 5 miles north of th! city 

were being overrun by a battalion of Viet Cong. The enemy was in the open 

when the gunships arrived and a fierce fire fight ensued resulting in quite _a 

few Viet Cong being killed, but in the process the three T-B irds took several 

hits. T-3ird. chiefs' ship took a round in tre transmission oil line forci:ag 

him to return to the stagefield for a precautionary landing. Another light 

fire tea:i of T.:_Birds was scrambled from Soc Trang to help out. On the second 

target pass the fire team lead took a hit in the main hydraulic line, after 

t~:e bullet clanced off the gunners . ~:neo voundirg him._ l!tll<l !"'Urc1u!5 ~ho+. tt~.- t. __ 

to return to the stage field where the tea:i. leader executed a successful run­

ning landing. The wounded gunner was treated and the hydraulics hurriedly 

repaired. Another gunner was recru.~ .ted from one of the at.her downed sr ips, 

ar.d the team returned once again to the operational area. After one target 

attack the hydraulics again failed, this time due to faulty repair, and the 

teem had. to break off the attack and return to the stage field where the team 

leader once again executed a successful hydraulics off landing. 

Soon airstrikes were called in on the target, am all the gunships re­

turned to Soc Trang. An actual body count of Viet Cong killed by the gunships 

was not available but the crews estim.ted 18 Viet Cong killed by armed helicop-

ters. 
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On the 23d, the T-Birds an:i ~"larriors were on a combat assault south of 

Ca hai, Republic or Vietnam. D.iring extraction the T-B~d fire team on 

station began receiving heavy autornatic weapons fire# which has beex>me almost 

the rule rather than exception when we have operations in this area. T-Bird 

chief .flyi1:g the "hog"# decided to put a target attack on the _tree lines and 

wooded dike lines around the pickup zone. During the attack there was a 

malfunction in one of the rockets on the left side. After leavi~ the tube 

the rockst l?lDtor exploded, seriously wounding the crew chief and causing 

heavy structural damage to the door and lei't side of the aircraft. The pilots 

escaped with minor injuries. 

Beginning <llristcas am New Years Eve 48 hour truces were called by both 

sides, during which time there was a lull in the war with only minor Viet Cong 

imtigated. incidents oceuring. 

On the 29th, the Viet Cong mortared the ARVN training center 4 miles South 

of Soc Tra~. · ·The T-Birds scrC1nbled and put s'everal t .arget attacks on the sus-

pected enemy mortar positions. Because of the darkness it ws not possible 

to determine the extent. of damage inflicted on the eneJlll'. 

This month the Warrior transporls f.l,Qw 1,,.9S4-.0 .hoW" . .;i whi,] e u .... T-n4.rdc: 

log6ed 625.0 hours, 

.. 
' 

.· 
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FEBRUARY 1967 

This month saw the beginning of intensive use of night "Firefly!' 

operations by the Thunderbirds. Firefly missions were flown on 12 of the 26 

days of February. 

The mission of the Firefly is to interdict sampan traffic on canals, 

rivers and other waterways during the hours after curfew, in an effort to pre­

vent resupply of .Viet Cong elements and to harass and disrupt Viet Cong units 

du:-ing their movement at night. 

A Firefly team ronsists of a light fire team of armed helicopters and one 

armed transport which is used as a light ship. The principle of operation · is 

as follows: The lightship, cruising at approximately 1000 feet absolute 

altitude, flies down the selected c c..nals and rivers training its powerful 

light in search of targets~ Behind the lightship flies the lead gunship of the 

light fire team, at f:IJ0-700 feet and in position to put fire on any targets 

of cpportunity ar suppress any eneray fires directed at the lightship. The 

trail gunship flies blacked-out at an altitude of from . 500-600 feet and the 

primary mission of this ship is to protect the lead gunship frorr. en'3Ily fire. 

The mission usually lasts from 2200-2300 until 0400 or 0500 in the morning. 

On the 15th of this month the Warriors and T-Birds went to Vi Thanh in 

support of the 21st ARVN Division. On the. first day of this operation the 

ground troops encountered ligh·t resistance frorn the eneny. On the morning of 

th e second day the transports were put in to a landing zo r:.e [. p ')l'O T..!lla ~ ely 1 00 

I11.eters from a heavily wooded dike line. As the transports touched do-vm the 

''iet Crmg opened up with automatic weapons on the lead aircraft. Wurrio-r les.d 

.:J 0.:I" '.J:r ::::ep·'.:. fl.i:1 P.'.Jh<::rt L. St<::wart was shot dor.n and Captain Stewart WP..S 

rncr"L;li.:- WC''..lar'eJ, 'T'he se'.'ond and +,hi .... d aircraft in the fligh:. i'~~ .. e -oJ ro ~::~t 

..i_c,;·;. \•.''°' ·L.. .r.". :~n~ a11vt11l.r ]Jilvt arid scvertl crew-members. 
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Warrant Officer Jack Grirnmer, pilot of one of the aircraft shot doWl, 

braved the intense enany fire to rescue the 'WOunded co-pilot from the lead 

aircraft. Warrant Officer Grimmer has been recommended for the Distinguished 

Service Cross for his heroism. The oper~tion ended on the 17th with a total of 

331 Viet Cong KIA. The 21st ARVN Division suffered a relatively modest 31 KIA 

with 109 WIA. One American was killed and 3 "WOunded. 

On the 21st of this month, theq•farriors went to Tay Ninh in support of 

(;p.:ration Junction City, one of the biggest and most successful campa.i.:;ns of 

t .1:1.;; war. The Warriors remained until the 26th then returned to Soc Trang. 

During their stay at Tay NinhJ the Warriors airlifted companies from the 1st 

and 25th Infantry Divisions along with some clements of the fn.mous 173d 

Airborne Brigade. For most of the Warriors this was their first experience 

worldng with American ground forces and all enjoyed the opportunity. 

This month th~ Warriors flew 1,387.2 hours and the Thunderbirds 470.4. 



MARCH 1967 

On the first at 2000 hours the T-Eirds took off from Soc Trang enroute to 

Bae Lieu for a Firefly operation. Arriving at 2030, the pilots proceeded to 

airfield operation~ for their briefing. Approximately fifteen minutes later 

recoilless rifle rounds began. to fall into the center of town causing panic 

and ntunerous casualties among the civilian populace. Almost before the 

second and thi1d rounds had fallen, the T-Birds were off the ground and 

putting target attacks on the Viet Cong weapons emplacements. Due to the 

instant response and the intensity of the attacks by the armed choppers, the 

enemy broke their attack and fled but not without suffering heavy casualties. 

By this time the Vikings, the armed platoon of the 12lst Assault Helicopter 

Company, had been scrambled from Soc Trang and were enroute to relieve the 

T-Birds. The two gun platoons continued to relieve each other until almost 

midnight when it was decided by the Vietnamese commander to put a 10 ship 

troop lift into the enemy area in an attempt to make contact w:i. th the fleeing 

Viet Cong. A flight of ten Tiger t.rG.nsports, led by Captain Robert Greene, 

were scrambled to Bae Lieu; and Captain Thomas Beauchamp, second section 

leader of the T-Birds: found and marked the landing zone and directed the 

Tigers to a pin point landing. No contact was establi~he·d with the enemy that 

night, but the next rnorning the ARVN ground forces .found numerous blood trails 

and expended recoilless rifle ca~ings where the T-Birds had put their strikes. 

On Easter Sunday, the 26th, Colon6l Jack Dempsey, Battalion Commander of 

the 13th Aviation (DELTA) Battalion was killed in action while attanpting to 

~ rescue the erewmembers of two downed choppers. 

A filght of armed transports had been put into a "hot" landing zone and 

one of the aircraft was shot down. A Dustoff rnedevac helicopter went in after 
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the crew but it also WCJ.S hit by intense enemy fire and went down. Colonel 

Dempsey then attempted to rescue both crews in his own ship and was mortally 

wounded. USAF tactical fighters and armed helicopters from all five gun 

platoons in the delta put continous air strikes on the enemy emplacements 

for alrnost seven hours before Dustoff could get in to remove the dead and 

wounded from the three downed aircrnft. Colonel Dempsey was posthumously 

awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for Valor in attempting to rescue 

his men. 

T-Bird 4 c::.nd its ..crew: l/Lt Bill Miller, WO Doug Lape, SP/4 Buege, and 

~ SP/4 0 1B.::i.nnon were shot down only a few hundred meters from the other downed 

ships. With the controls shot out, WO Lape made a crash landing, but none 
: 

of the crew was seriously injured, and all were rescued ir.imediately. 

SP/4 Gary Wilcox, a first platoon second section gunner was killed by hostile 

fire on the first lift into the landing zone. k total of three Americans were 

killed, and eight wounded in the battalion. The number of 9th ARVN Division 

casualties is unknown, but 160 Viet Cong were killed by body count. 

This r:ionth the T-Birds flew Firefly missions on 22 nights. They flew 

446.1 hours for a total of 51g sorties. The Warriors flew 2,087.5 hours 

with 6,996 sorties. The total cargo weight carried was a very impressive 

J,90.8 tons! 
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JUST ANOI' HER DAY 

ClEH.sD FOR RELEASE 
BY MACOI 

22 F~bruary 1967 

CAN ~HO, Vietmm (13th Cbt Avn Bn 10)--How's the war coming along in 

the Delta? Don't you giys ever do anything down there? I'm invariably 

asked this by a trred looking American soldier from the northern battle 

zones when I make a rare trip to Saigon. Until a few weeks ago, we didn't 

have American ir..f antrymen down here, so how are we figjl ting the war? 

The war in the Delta is being fought and won by Vietnamese Regulars, 

their American Advisors, am. Huey Gunships. As a menber of the 1"1'-Birds 11 , 

the Gunship Platoon of the 336th Assault Helicopter Company located at Soc 

Trang, Pm going to take you on a. typical daily experi..,nc .<;? ~ 11 ·t~~*". ~~~:..- ·mg 

Delta, an actual experience. 

At 0400 in the morning you're shaken out of bed and an hour later 

you 1ve gulped down a break.fast and are sitting in the ready room for a 

briefing. A half hour ani perhaps a second cup of coffee later, you amble 

out to your assigned guni:hip for preflight. Standing there in the darkness 

with the flashlight in your hand, you see the patches over the bullet holes, 

recall briefly how they g:>t there, and wocrlcr silently hOW' todays operation 

will end up. Unconsciously you feel for the St. Christophers medal a.round 

your neck. 

Yrurs and four more gunships take to the darkness above and touch 

down an hour later at Ca Mau, the southernmost airstrip of the Delta, as 

-MORE-
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three deafening explos:ions ri:• tli.ro1.te,h L :<:! a~_:;.·.. The 'l::..et Cong liad se::. c~·±· 

n:ines planted alongside the a:.rst~ P~ 

You mke a hasty departure and recon the area. T~-i.B c--::. >r""J• :.. as lost 

themselves 5n t.he tall ele¢1art, grass so you reluctantly land once more. 

Immedie.tely, flight upon nig1t of Huey transports begin landing arrl lining 

up in neat rm·rs alo:1 .~ std.e the strip. "Must be at ~-east JO of them. 11
1 you 

mutter t0 yourself .. 

Aft.er L'.not11er qu.i::: !: Y:-iefir.g to catch up on the latest eneiey" activity, 

yours a>xl -':.h e ot11er 4 a:i. rc1~aft depart South to the manerove swamps to recon 

the p:-o;:'osed 17. (:..andini:: Zc.;i:<: ). i'..rriv:i_ng over the operational area, you' re 

flying wing positi0n on yo-..:.:r team leader as the two gunships of your tc3lll 

break off and descend to 20 feet off the deck. The other team has done the 

same, and lookL'1g up through the overhead plexiglass SPei.ng 1'T-Bird Chiefn 

800 feet above, you smile inwardly lmowing his banks of rockets and his 4Qmn 

Grenade Launcher might pull you out of a tight spot before the day is over. 

The transports are inbound to the IZ when suddenly your team leader calls 

"Receiving Fire, Breaking Right 11 • Your co-pilot su1Jp.~csses the area with 

the 4 aircraft mounted mach:ine gum, ac; :..rou sight it in on the ~c~et ~ight. 

You truch the red button on the con-:.rol stick a.'1.d the spot erupts with an 

explceion. You hope you got him. Now th<.:? trans;_)c!~S lnve started the~r ~e­

scent, i '1to tre I.Z so you escort them in su,pressing the area with machine 

guns a..rrl r0ckets. They unload the VietnalI2se soldiers and are airborne 

aga1u .l..- 1 .; "'.3~o~ s. You escort tr"!I!l 01:t vr t.lle r . .- .... 1 r .. • e!"le ~.-,:-·-'r. 3 a 

hit. "Good 11 you think to yourself. nJU f..lq:..o.rl t.c r e CJi.-.. another LZ site. 

This time the other team receives enemy flre ani as you monitor your radios 

your hear the wingman call a hit. You strain at your earphones to see if 

anyone was wounded. Fortunately, no one was. On one radio you can hear 

-MORE-
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T-Bird Chief g_ vi~ lau1ing and d .:-,p:rL1r~ i r..::; trJ.ctions to t!le t!": r.>i"orts. 

Once again you 1 re escorting them into a11. IZ. Ncthi '"lg ha pper::; ~ and the t. rans-

ports dislodge their troops and depart safely once more. Yc:i 1 re getting low 

on fuel a.rrl another gunship platoon relieves you. Arrivirg back at Ca Mau 

you find the other wing ship is unflyable. The hit he received was through 

the splice on the rotor blade. T-Bird Chief "1as having maintenance c:iffi­

culties in the air and his aircraft is also unflyable. The other team leader 

takes tile responsibilities of "Chief", am your team is still in tact. 

Throughout the day your t eam am the other gm platoon relieve each other. 

Once the transports are f:inished lifting troops, your j'ob is to provide 

aerial support for the ground writs. and protect your team leader. Thnrn-

ghout the day, isolated guerrillas fire at your aircraft an:i you fire beck, 

but the big job is being done by the Vietnamese troops arrl their advisors. 

As the day wears on, you are again relieve'd -on station arrl the other gun 
' \ ... 

platoon begins tre extraction of troops, just ,before darkness settles in. 

As you sit back at the strip, you watch tre ~. t.ns port:'s coming in and out 
l 

'- unloading the troops, the day is almost over. An acivisdr.S- rushes Up :in a ..._ ·, 
...... 

' · . jeep. "Scramble! 11 , he yells. 11'.l'he pick up zone is getting hot arrl the 

gun platoon out the re is cl.most expe:rrled on ordance ! 11 i·rithin 90 secvr.rl~: , 

you t re air borne and push~ your a ircreft as ha '.':-1 as you d;ire. · The other 

platoori pulls off as you descend to the pick-up zone. Your lender imme­

diately calls receiving firo and the noise of the machine guns firing 

dro-m s out the popping of the enemy f:ire as it whizzes by your own ship. 

The ·na-t.-V-ng havt · -in£..~J..trE.~l?d into the mangroves surrounding the pick up 

. - ' 

. -.. ._ 

zone. You hear a loud crash and look aid.eways _se.ci.ne ~. ,:) crg5ed -holP. abo·,re 

your co-pilots helmet. Your tean leader continues calling receiving-fi~­

ard you protect him with everything you've got. A fligh+, of transports are 

-MORE-
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enemy fire. In a matte:-- of Sf'CO!'.'QJ ':~1'.'y !~: e 1ce:~c.J arr cnr-..i"':g ct:.t' 70t:~ t~am 

leader tells them to supp~es::; gom~ out ari.d 20 r:.c.d.jne g.rrs cq:::m ·JJ'.l 'Jn ~!le 

enf'!:.y infested :n1.ngr~res. They're rut safely rut 3 loc:ds or.' ti-cops are ~ti:1_1 

on the gr0und. The Viet Cong moires in close!', surrourrling the small g:rriup. 

Thunk, Thunk, Thunk _, three more rour..d~ rip into your cabin section~ Ch.:.~ 

of nowhere three mo~·P. transp')rts come winging into the Pl. SomE'wl.Tre in yo'.lr 

mind is a v0ice screc>ming "Protect them, Protect them". Caliber .JO tr:.c:ers 

fly across your flight. po.th. Out of nowhere a .50 caliber nearly rips your 

skids apart v.'C'urrlll\z you!' r.;r.:;·.,, ch:.ef wi t:i shrapnel. The two enlisted door 

gunners are expended on marh ine gun anmo; your en-pilot is also expe-i.c.>1 and 

is down to firing h:i.s .45 cal pistol out the window. You hear the so;.u:.1 of 

an automatic M-14 as your door gunner fires it arxl you hope he's got cr..m~gi 

ammo to get everyone out safely. The transports are liftiri-6 cff am th~t la~t 

rockAt you've been saving goes blasting into a spot wh8rl3 :, r.:i.cers are coming 

from. 'J'he troops are out, the trn..."18ports a're ·Jut, and also you got o•t. N'"'w 

at altitu:ie and going back to the s+,r:.p, you look back at your cr·:;i! ~hief 

with his ragged pants J.eg 'lhe re the shra.pnel got him then oYer at yr':.~~ ::".rr..ner 

arrl see the blood on his hcind fron:. shro.:::mcl. Tears of e!Il,...t.~_,...!' ~i:-,~" ::' .;nt0 your 

eyes and you silertly than~{ G-JG. 'no one was l<'illed. You get to the strip as 

fast as po~sibl e so medical attention can be gi •ren yc'.lr c:r:-cw- Tf;'J11 l -"..rding 

you ask th':; mecti c how bad the crew is hurt. T-f.'LI.-+'· 
··~'-'~ - ._, __ ~ ::::Ms "No+. b"cd, it could 

haire 'been W0rs~ 11 , he makes you f"?el a lit+,le b~tter. ::011 wn..!.k back to your 

aircraft ar.d stand there look:..ng at the twisted metal, the holes gouged by 

the ener.iy. Your co-pilot wnlks over anri s ci.ys it has 12 h"'J,0;-; , "Ind Yi 1_1 have 

to be evacuated by C~inook. You reach up an:l touch the ~t. Christ~ph~rs me1~1 

a.rrl wonder what tomorrow will bring. 

-.30-



NEWS RELEASE 

CHARLIE GOES TO SCHOOL - THE HARD WAY 

Cleared for Release 
By MACOI 
7 Dec anb er 1966 

SOC TRANG, Vietnam (336th Avn Co IO)--Some .3CO ·· Viet Cong took a ,l~_sson 
in the "school of hard knocks" on a steaming Saturday morning near Ba-Tri 
in tre Delta Region of South Vietnam recently. Some of the .300 -will live to 
remember their lesson - others died without passing the final examinatim. 

The lesson being taught was 11dan •t tangle with armed helicopters". 
Teachers of the lesson were members of the ''Thunderbirds", the anned heli- . 
copter platoon of t he 336th Assault Helicopter Company. 

The Thunderbirds known locally as the '"!'-Birds", were "scrambled" in 
response to a report that an ARVN patrol and its American advisor had been 
ambushed, and that. the outpost of Ba-Tri was threatened by . a large force of 
VC. When spotted by the 1'T-Birds 11 , the VC were disregard:ing all previous 
lessons and were walki..."lg in force through the open rice paddies. 

Warrant Officer Peter J. Galanos of Los Angeles, Calitomia, a veteran . 
of six months with the 11T-Birds 11 , was one of the first to sight a group of 
VC movmg on a dike between rice paddies. "We cut up the head of the· coltimn 
with our shipnounted M-60 machine guns and the rest of th~ VC jumped into the 
water" recalls Galanos. After that. it was a mad scramble. The VC in panic, 
were running in all directions. · t few headed toward · cover and the 'IT-Birds 11 

attacked t hen with rockets and finished the job with machine guns.. .. 

While Galanos and his crew WEire taking care of these VC, another large 
group was sPc:>tted by Lieutenant Colonel James E. Kemedy of Austin, . Texas, 
Cornm.andlrig Officer of the 336th, · and Major Louis A. Jacquay, Fort Wayne, 
Indiana flying in the company's command and control ship. They directed 
another '"!'-Bird" fire team to intercept this new threat. 

. ... . ~ . ... - . •.. . . . ~ 

Captain Teddy Allen of Mmterey, Calµ'ornia, armed helicopter fireteam ­
leader, descr:ibed this part of the action. 11It was a clas·sic .. example of the 
anned helicopter's effectiveness against insurgents • . We had them where we 
want ed them •••• out in the opal. · We had them! We knew it and they- knew it 
too". 

But this part of the day's lesson was not so easy. The Viet Ccng blazec'. 
back :in desperation with every automatic and small arms weapon th~y :1~.d . 
The armed helicopters flew throu#jl intense: VC fire and took several . !~-: .ts, 
but continued to fly in seeking out Charlie with rockets and ma.chi~~ :: . .ms 
until this group too was disorganized and ineffective. 

Every combat action brings out individ\lal a.eta of courage and +...:1:U:; w;:i.s no 
exception. Special Fourth Class Richard A. Honyoust of Benton Harb<;r . J-!j_d1 . , 
was observed leanmg far out over the helicopter's sldds, deliverin~ :-i.. ; ~ curc.:t e 

-MORE-



ma.chine gun fl.re· directly into the midst of the now terror-stricken Viet Cong. 
There were several bullet holes within inches of his legs and even nearer to 
the one strap that was the lifeline between himself and oblivion. Specialist 
Fourth Class Chester L. _ Gr9c~ -~f C~c~amauga, Georga picked up his M-14 rifle 
and continued to .fire when his machinegun .amntmition was gone. All the 
T-Birds had been hit by ,the intense Viet Cong fire. The conmand and control 
aircraft had also been hit aIXi Major Jacquay slightly wounded while their 
door gunners aaied .firepower to that o! the T-Birds during the engagement. 
Such acts were typical of the courage displayed that day by these .American 
fighting men. 

With alJ. their ammunition gone the T-Birds reluctantly broke off the 
attack leaving the comnand and ccntrol aircraft to keep tAbs on the VC while 
they reloaded and rearmed. As the T-Birds returned to their base to rearm, 
a tailrotor control c~bie on one of the aircraft 1 which had been partly 
severed by a VC bullet; finally broke · causing the helico if. er to spin rapid­
ly several times before too a.:ir era.ft commander, Warrant Officer Galanos, was 
able to land. Demonstfating great professional skill, he landed the air­
craft without further damage or injury to the crew. 

Arter inspecting his helicopters, Captain Allen fotmd only aie, his own, 
able to fly back into action, and his crew eagerly volunteered to do just 
tmt. Meanwhile, i:Jie comna.nd and control helicopter had continued to deliver 
machine gun fire :t,nto the remaining e."le.n:ty from an altitude of 700 ·feet, well 
within range of VC small arms fire. When the laie T-Bird returned to the scene 
of battle, it joined the command aircraft and engaged "'11at was left of the 
enemy. Aga.iil -~hey exp~nd!3d 8:1-1 their ammunition •• 

. . . : - ·. t . . 
An fJilerican Sergeant-~ - the - advisor wit.h th~. ~bl shed ARVN patrol had been 

captured earlier during the VC attack on the patrol~- During the chaos caused 
by the T-Bird attack he escaped to freedom. 

... ', ; .- : i ,j: f ~- r '.!; ·, .- :-

So en.ded.--ooe of the ··inos:C--.succ essful" engagements of its kind during this 
bitter struggle for the rice-rich Mekong Delta.. The Viet Cong d :=- red return 
only un:!cr the cover of darkness to drag away their dead. The T-Birds had 
done their jd:> well. 

····-- .... -. -- ·- .... ---· --- -·----· ~: ... _. - . .. ·-
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