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SUBJECT: Summary of U.S. Support of ARVN Route 4 Operations, 
l3 - 25 January 1971 

HQ ~1.CV - U.S. ~ea and air operations in support of the ARVN 

operation a.long Houte 4 in Cambodia terminated 25 Jan~. At 

that time the USS CLEVEIAND (LPD) and the USS IWO JIMA (LPH) 

rejoined the other ships of the Amphibious Ready Group and 

resumed normal operations. 

The limited support pro-rided to the RVNAF supplemented their 

own support which provided the bulk of the needs for the operation. 

A small Army group of approximately 40 per~onnel embarked in 

the CLEVELAND for the purpose of providing logistics and communioa­

tion3_ support. The first missicn was flown from the deck of the 

CLEVEIAND stationed in off-shore waters on 13 January. 

About 60 'other U.S. Army personnel wore involved in the Army 

air operations along Route 4. This included gunships, observation 

aircraft and command and control aircraft. This force operated 

from a forward base established on Phu Quoc Island and from the 

fii.ght pad of the CLEVELAND. 

U.S. Army aircraft assigned to the operations included five 

UH-ls (including command and control ships); six AH-lGs; three 

CH-47s; and three 0-ls. Thoee aircraft flew less than 25 sorties 

a day. In addition, U.S. Air Force aircr~ft including two B-52 

missions flew less than 15 sorties a day. 

From the U.S. Marine Ccrps helicopter squadron on board 

the USS IWO JI.l'A 2 .. ·.tew lo gist;~ missions were flown between the 

lWO JIMA and the CLEVEIAND, or between the ships and Phu Quoc 

Island. U .• s. Array airborne . coordinators along with ARVN observers 

coordinated air activities of helicopter gunships under the control 
• 

of FACe to ensure that trienc:lly forces ~ere not endangered by 

air operations. 
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Neither U.S. ground combat troops nor ground advinors ent cr 0.d 

Cambodia or. accompanied ARVN f~roes. There w<'re no U.S. cnmb:\t, 

casualties, ~nd there were no U.S. aircraft combat l~saes relat ~_. · i 
' 

t.o the operation. There was nne airoraft op8ra.ticnal lost in an ... 

accident at take-off of an Army AH-JG helicopter from the 

CLEVELAND. The crew was uninjured. 
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