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The year 1969 has once again shO\m tha t the 57th AYiation Company "Glad­
iators" can meet and perform eny mis s ion assigned to it in a manner that 
exemplifies the highes t qmli ties to be found i n Army Avic.tion. 

The officers and r;;cn of the 57th have: shown such courage, dedication, and 
professionalism that the Gladiators h2ve developed ~ reputation for accom­
plishing any mission, at any time, in spite of udv3rsities. However, the 
57th is not content to let its reputation go unchallenged. Our motto, 
"Try Us", is e.n open invitation for all to test the 57th "Gladiators 11 and 
learn that these officers and men a~e soldiers in the finest tradition 
of the military service. 
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The mission of the 57th Assault Helicopter Company is to provide tacti­
cal air mobility of combat troops , supplies end equ i pment and to provide 
attack helicopter fire support witi1in the II Co1·ps Tactica l Zone. 

On 10 February 1967, the 57th was r eorgani zed from .'.l?1 Airraobile Fixed Wing 
Company(CU-2) to an Assnul t He licopt er Corupt'..ny by Genorc.l Order 52 , Head­
qu.:trters, Third U.S. Arny. The company consists of Company Headquarters, 
two Airlift Platoons, and Ar med Platoon and a Service Platoon . 

The following units arc attached: 

154th Medical Detachment 
52d Security Det1chment 

The 57th, with its attachments, nro authorized 2) Commissioned Officers, 
51 llarrant Officers and 262 enlistee men. The 333 men operate , main­
tain and secure a total of 23 UH-lH troop carrying helicopters and 
8 UH-lC attack helicopters. 



INTRODUCTION TO li~ITT OPEMTIONS 

The 57th Ass .~ult Helicopter CoP.lpnny i:.:; L. gcnurn..l ~mpport of the II 
Corps Tactical Zone but has been prim:::.rily in support of the Kontum 
Province area in the northern soc tor oi.' th".": Central :Iighlonds . This 
is near the tri-bordcr area of le.os, G.:.mtiodia. and Vic tn8.L1 . The 4th 
Infantry Division, 5th Sp · ci~l Forces Group, 1st Field Forces , MA.CV, 
and various .ARVN lmi ts have oil b..:en r,upport'3d by tho 57th. These 
units have bE::en serv,;d well but the 57th prim...1.ry mission has been to 
support the 5th Special Forces Group, Commc.nd and Control Dc"t'.lchment 
(FOB #2). Forw£rly, this mission w:is on n 60-day rotation basis with 
all the comp~nios in the 52d Bnt-W.lion pnrticipating, but, during ports 
of 1968 and the first of 1969, tho 57th had accomplished such a remn.rk­
able record of successful .l!li.ssions with a winimn.l loss of aircraft and 
personnel that it was requested and approved th.::~t tho 57th remain on 
the mission for an extended period of time. 

The following narrative submitted by LTC Frederick T. Abt, Comroandor of 
FOB #2, will givG a.~ insight as to the type of obstacles that were met 
and overcor:ic by the men of the 57th. The men of the Gl~.di.,,_t.ors and Cou­
gars take dis tinct pride in roooiving this 11 J ob Well Done" recognition. 



UNIT OPEI1·~ 'I'I ONS 

As the beginning of the n;:;w y8r.r tho 57th ezpc;ricncod li ttlc enemy 
activity nround the Ko!1tum urea. J.... distinct ch('.IlgC: from the sDJile }Xlr­
iod oncs year o.go as the 1968 Te t Offo n:::i v.:: wJ.s g": tting ur.0.or w.:iy. Tet, 
1968, served !ls o. ste~d:,r r eminder to wh~ t coulC. possibly occur j.n 1969 
and prepa.rations were well into be inJ completed to me c.. t ::my action in­
i tintod against the compound. 

Working on the porimetor def ens J <:.nd building pcrmnnent living qunrters 
meo.nt long extro. hours to be put in 2fter n d.~y of flying but tho men 
rea.lizod tho nocd to get the job cornplE:ted Qnd wor.:; qui to enthusiastic, 
complaining little. 

All this ~cti vi ty f'.lilcd to keep the men of the 57th froril mooting the 
daily missions. It appeared th~t ther0 would be continued success with 
the FOB #2 mission QS it \..r-".S being performed in the mc.nner tha.t wns un­
p:irulled by any previous unit. At tho s~.l!le time the unit Wf'.S fulfilling 
its responsibilities to tho other organizations in tho a.rca.. 

On tho 8th of Janucry tho first rockot ntt2ck of 
it turned out it wa.s the only one for the month. 
in the Kontum city limits. The 57th suffered no 
but it was felt by o.11 tho.t the well-earned name 
to be retained for th . .::: yc o..r 1969. 

"the yonr occurred and as 
Eieht rockets iJrlpacted 

drunagc, except for nerves, 
of "Rocket City" wns going 

Tensions bcgc.n to subsidC: soncwh::tt o.s no incoriri.ng rounds wore experienced 
for tho remainder of th0 month l'"'Llt tho Tot truce in February WQS on every­
one·~ nind :ind last .r.-J.nute prcp~cttion:::; were being under t<'.kcn with n senso 
of urgency. 

The first and only serious nircra.ft incicic:nt for the month of January hap­
pened on the 13th it mile ::: south of Kontun. \·;~ile cnr•)utc f r om Konturn to 
Pleiku WOl Jos ~: ph Mulkc·y hc.d :!.n c.nginc fc.iluro en:. 1:md5d successfully 
causing only minor d c.mnge to tho .'!ircrnft. 

Sfarting the new yuru: in such fin·:. forr:l gave cv13 rycnc hope tho. t this yeo..r 
would not be ::t r epetition of the one just pr.sscd. 

The month of Febru!lry cc.used this fooling to be: shor t lived. Althoui;h no 
Tot offensi vo w'.l.s ini tio.tcd, the unit w:i.s to s1~ff0r its fur st combat casu­
uli ty of the yec.r. 

0:-1 tbo 16th of Febru:·.ry while trying to insert :i. Long R::mge Rcconr;a.ssnnco 
P~trol (LRRP) in an LZ one mile northc Qst of Pol5i Klcng, the nrcraft, 
piloted by WO' r. Norm.w Perron .:::.nd Arthur P::i.pale, r e ceived 'ln unknown num­
ber o.nd type.. of hi ts from enemy ground f'ire. HO Perron r ::i.diocd on climb 
out thnt the, control::> wore crr:-.tic. Tl :.-; o.ircr:'.'.ft then beg:i.n to show spirnl 



a~scent, it crashed. o..nd bu:;::;t fr. t o 1·1 :..,-:;.,:; 3 -.J.pon L-:1p J.ct. All four of the 
crewmcmbers were killed 'ls we.re the· 4 i,R,!~P t :· :-::i :J. .. i.:lK rs '.lbonrd. The Glad­
in tors a.re a tight knit group nr.0 th& loss oi' :--,il:,- of them hcts rn effect 
on the entire unit but t he lcsi::1g o:!:' li v.:~ s i~ c: ~p'.) ctcd nnd .eoon the com­
pany V-1.S b~ck to norI!lD.l with ~ J:lis sio~ to ~ccomplish. 

On the 23rd, 24th 'lnd 25th ~ tot~l of !., O c ,: (;r..y roc:ke ts were fired into 
the Kontum a.rec. but fortunately the c;cmp:· .. ny's luck hold and ,..;hero was 
only minor d~'..Ill.'.lge • 

Febru'lry also mc..rked the moving out of scrr:•..; of the t.:;nt.J J.s tho first bil­
lets were cor::plcted. Thi0 -.ms sone thing to rejoice about which isn't 
often done while in Vi0tnn.m. 

Alon: with thG month of M::1~ct crune hot woe. ther nnd h3.z.:i.rdous flying con­
ditions. The entire .<J.rea h0.d lirni tod visibility as c..11 the farmers wore 
burning their fit;lds rousing 3. hn.ze thut would not dis sip:: te. It el so 
marked the completion of th~ living billits ~nd stowing cwny of the tonts 
that had been home for such a long pt)riod of time. 

Th:", 57th w:1s still living up to its roputation in flying the FOB #2 mis­
sion in a rennr-kC1.bl0 manner. It wouldn't be much longer b1:; f0r0 it · was 
time for tho mission to be rot~tcd to ~..nothor unit but th0r0 was specu­
lation th~t the 57th would have tho nission fer another 60 days. 

16 Mnrch tho 57th suff.: r r:. d an unusual accident. W0 1 s M.::.rk T01.-me and 
Kom·cth 0 1KcoL 1 ln...-1dcd th0ir c.il·cruft at Ftrc:bt.6e 29, ono tho pass­
engers jumpud off and ::;i:.·~ pped ou c. mine . The blast carried shrapnel 
through tho aircr!lf't ce.usin£; c x: t cnsi vc dlliil:lgc. HO Toi.mo a nd crewchief 
SP4 John White suffc:.;rcd wour•ds thu t d e:mndE:d ir.:;.1:.;di~ to evacun ti on. 

On the 25th the 57th lost n.nother <iir•.;raft. The type of Wl")C.pon toot did 
the dnmage is one f-:;are: d b~r all evic.. tors but seen by few. lLT Geno Carp­
enter and WO Fredrick Brown woro flying at 2000 feet AGL nnd 80 knots 
when the aircraft w~s hit by J?wra anti--:iircrQft fire. The engine sus­
tained major shrapnC;l d2.ll<lge cuudng 211 engine failure. The ::..:;..rc.:raft 
was autorotated into the Tiost acces s~ble c..rea. It descended 50 feet 
through trees and, D..fter sround impnc.:t, c:· .. ucht fi!'c tL11d 'W''.S t0t::i.lly des­
troyed. All the crewmembc rs m'.)..do it saf,~ly ot~t af the cr.:i..sh nnd were 
immediately picked up by :mother 57th aircr~·.ft: 

April found the Gladi'.ltors busy ~! t work improvin;; their new living qunr­
ters. Rocke t boxes by the hundreds were utilitzcd to buil~ walls D..nd 
ceilings for individual rooms. P.:.int, pictures, ste.tc flct gs and war 
souvoniers were used to rnnke the roo~s u.11ique. After tho roans w0ro 
completed ~ joint eff ort was put forth on mny projects to m'.lkc living 
quarters and f'lcilitioi:: bette r. Th e: three I!1'.lin projects to be completed 
prior to the rr,onsoons wor 0 :.:; h0wE·rs, sidGw::i.lks '.lnd clubs. 



April was extrcr::c l y r oue h on thu Glr.o.d b t ors .'..s t 'lr ::- e ."..ircrcft ucrc lost. 
Al though tho threa c.i::.-cr.'.lft w.::: r ·~ t;)t::ll~r de s tr.,:iy -.;d, it L; f ortunc.te, how­
ever, that only one fatelity ~~s incur~ed. 

The first less occurred on t.hu 1s t vhcn :rn .:J. ircr::ft •.n~ trying to climb 
out of a hot LZ and sust':'.. inc ci .50 c.:>.1 hits c.::.u .:::. ::;.!1:; the • . .mgine to fail. The 
pilot cnton ;d autor':l.t::ltL.m but tt0 t. .rr."..in t~ id y;_,) t pcrmi t a successful 
tcrmim.tion and the .::.ire.raft cr!lshcd ~eel burnoc. 

The AC, WO Thom.:ts Hcst:lnd, rocc i ved :i. brokon c:rm .:tnd the cruwchief SP4 
Alvin T. Gay d i-Jd i!rnt:..•. 1tly from a. .50 cnl wound. Tho pilot nnd gunnc:r 
wore fortunate enough to escape without injury. 

Three days lat( r, on tho 4th 2nothcr a.ircra.ft wa.s lost nnd, although in­
juries wore sustc.ined by all cruwmcmbcrs, there was no loss of life. While 
on short final to an LZ, WO Daniel Medine.:; hen.rd explosions and noticed 
mort.:::.rs were impacting in the LZ. When he pulled pitch in attempt to go 
·'.lround he suffcrod a loss of poi.rcr which resulted in :i crash. 

Undaunted by these l ossGs, the Gladin.tors continued in their r:dssion of 
supporting the FOB #2 ~issions. As fate ·\Would have it, the cycle contin­
ued and J days la.tor, on the 7th, still ::mothr:r cr?.sh occurcd. Tho nir­
cr~ft wns n tote.l l oss but this ti~e there were no ~~rious injuries. While 
on final to an LZ the :iircruft r£ceived .50 c~l hits in the engine co:r'.l­
partnent ct:'.using a fire. WO P:i.ul Brennon uccomplishe:·d c, safe landing in 
his crippled ~ircraft ~nd the crew ev~cu::..ted before the ~ircraft was con­
sunod by fire. 

As the saying ~oes t he third tir.10 ·w1s the charm .:>.nd the 57th lost no more 
aircraft during tho month of April. 

The winds wcro shifting ~nd th0 scattered showers brought sign'.lls of the 
oncoming mons0on sc~s8n. 

Tho month of Ms.y cmnt: on strong. :t-hy 11th, }~otht:. r 1 s Do.y, a dc..y to be re­
membered by the Gl~di~tors. The compound began t o take incoming rounds 
at 0200 hours consisti~~ of B-40's, 122rrL~ rockets Dnd mort~rs. A sapper 
nnd grourid attack adv~nccd under the barrage. Thcnks t o the alertness end 
bravery of the Cougar gurn:;hip crews who ra.n to thc,ir gunships immediately, 
the ground attack was repulsed. The following nornint, 13 dead enemy sold­
iers were found in tho concortin'l •,..;ire and in foxholes dug the previous 
night. Tho roclrnts e.nd mortars hr1..d done the ir d2.rnn.gc though-approximately 
6 million dollars worth. Six !J.ircr2..f t were totally destroyed, four heav­
ily damaged, our l .'lrgc, r.11i:i1tcno..nco h"lnger with <:~11 its equipment destroyed. 
Although various other buildlngs wer e hit, no one was killed and only 
threa poople were wounded. 

Tho seige of Ben Hot '::i.lsc bcg'.!n in the month of Ma.y. Tho resupply nnd 
modicu.l ova.cu'.l tion vr.s the prirnr.:.ry mission f0r the 57th, due to tho re­
quiromG:nt of FOB #2, but the Gl:.i.diu.tors did ri..n.kc numerous trips into 
Ben Het and hclp0d pl.1y r:. vi tnl role in the d c·f e 'J.t of tho en0my. 



The Area ;P·ound P:e n Het pl1yerl :; -.voe w:i th t li"' ~ 1 . - .Ji .::.tor 1 s aircraft as 
three were b.:i.dly ciamoi ged. On 6 ~fay, \rlO John Don:ito received numerous 
small arms hits which knockf'd out i.nstruments and caused the loss of hy­
draulics. WO Donato mAc! e ri. sucr.e ssful running landing, and no one was 
wounded. On 21 May :i.nothr.r Pi.r craf~ ':1::s he.:i.viJ.y d ama.~ed J...ut made it 
safely back to a secure airfield. Ag.qin :io or.e w·0 s wounded. On 23 
May a Gladiator s'· ip was in the proces<; of lifting off an I2 when B-40 
rockets hit close to the right side causing d 'IDlage to the aircraft a.nd 
wounding WO Delos Ditch, crewchief PFC Daniel Moon, l'!nd the doorgunner 
SP4 James Booth. T~anks to the excellent flying ability of WO William 
O'Dell the aircraft cleared the I2 and got to medical facilities for the 
wounded. 

With June came the full force of t ···e monsoons and the low flying time. 
Bet Het w.<is still ·1 nder seige but, with avi<ltion continually resupplying 
and providing fire support, it looked as if it could hold out for an in­
definite period of time. 

Firebase 6, approximately 10 kilometers to the southe.J.st of Bet Het, w.::i.s 
the scene of an unusual · ose of anothFT aircraft. WO Thomas Hollendor­
fer had just brought !--is aircraft to a hovP-r for a pinnacle take-off 
when a 75mrn recoiless rifle round hit below the tail bcom. The te.il rotor 
and 90° gear box became separated from +.he 1ircrElft and L be i?an spin­
ning to the right. Another RR round hit below the tail boom and a hov­
ering -<mtoratation was success fully executed. It w3s remarkable that 
WO Hollendorfer !:ad been able to keep the spinning ship over the pad. 
If he hadn't, it would have been a sheer drop for some 200 feet. None 
of the crewmembers were wounded but they '·:ere very shaken. 

It was in June th~t t ~1e 57th was given the word that it would be moved 
out of Knotum to Crunp Hollowa·r in Plieku. Thr- Gladiators began earn­
est training of t he pilots fro::i the 189th AHC, who were to take over the 
FOB #2 mission, and making arrrin,c?ements to move. The team at FOB was 
making every effort to retain the 57th. Maj. James T. Kearns, then :he 
cormnanding officer of the 57th, put it to the men m-3.king if the:v w.:i.nted 
to continue the mission ~nd, with everyor.e's support, he asked that the 
57th remain on FOB #2 for an indefinite period of t ime. It bec;:ime es­
tablished th ' t the Gl~ diators would not nove. 

July was a ouiet month m~..inly bec .<::.use of the monsoons. There were many 
days when the aircr-:ft were unable to h.unch and others where only a 
few hours flying were possible. 

It was on one of these days t hat the cor.lrany wa s to l osP. a ship and its 
crew. Four slicks had depart (:d for rt. mission and, Rftcr accomplishing 
the mission, headed b <l ck for Kontum. While enroute the ceiling loWered 
to 300 f P.et in rain. Thre e of the ships made it back safel:v but the fou­
rth, piloted by WO Eric Bargauist a nd lLT J~mes Carr, went IFR and had 
initiated a surveillance r ndar approach to the field, On a three mile 



final to runwa;>• 28, cont;:i.ct was lost on r;;dar. 

An immediate search was begun .-~nd , before t 11e wenther forced the search 
to a halt, wreckage was found burnin.:r ;,pproxi."nately H~o meters below the 
top of a ridgeline. The two pilots, along with crewchief, SP4 Thomas 
Hinson, and doorgunner PFC Terry Dees, died in the ~rash. 

In August things began to pick up hut the monsoons were still ;:iffecting 
the missions. Two more aircraft wr:::re shot up but managed to ret to a 
secure airfield. An engine f ailure claimed another ship. 

On 17 August, PFC Bates sustained fatal wounds And SP5 Danny Beistley 
was hit in the right thi:?h ;ind left wrist. Over 30 holes were found in 
the aircrA.ft. 

The following day WO Alan Morris ha.d engine failure while making An app­
roach to an LZ with no suitable forces landing area. WO Morris brought 
the aircraft down in an up-right postion and the crew was i.'ilrnediately 
evacuated. 

In September the weather begAn to break with rain occurring only in the 
late arternoon. FOB #2 missions were put into high gear. Putting A lot 
of aircraft b"ck into the P.ir on this mission meant that the expected 
would soon happen ~nd on the 27th it did, 

1 LT Raymond Dell and WO D;i,vid Rhodes were in the process of pulling a 
string extraction of a LRRP te3!Il. Four team members w• re tied off on 
100 feet of rope waiting to be pulled cl~ar of 70 feet of tall trees. 
Hovering straight up so not to pull the team through the trees, the air­
cra~ had to hover ~t 121st 170 f eet above the ground and 100 feet above 
the trees to give the men below on the strings a chance for survival. 
The aircraft then fell straight down into the trees and, after impact, 
it exploded and burned. The doorgunner, PFC John Huntly, was killed but 
the remaindPr of th~ crew received only minor cuts and bruises. The 
crew from another 57th aircraft landed and were ouickly on the scene. 
A~er doing what they could for th r- members of the downed aircrqft they 
beg<m to follow the ropes that were still attachtd to the wreckage. 
Three of four IRRP team members were alive . LT Dell received the 
Silver Star for his quick reaction and saving as many lives as possible. 
The rest of the crew received the Distinguished Flying Cross, including 
those who assisted in "he rescue. 

October arriv--d and found the Gladi.<J.tors still on the FOB #2 mission. 
On 25 October the 57th made a gallant, but v~in, efrort to extr~ct a 
LRRP team that wo..s sur, ·ounded and 1--,ad suffered 100% WIA or KIA. It 
was late evening when the slicks ar! ivf1d. The first aircraft made its 
approach to the PZ but was unable to land because of the intense ground­
fire and darkness. The same ship tried a second approach but received 
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a number of hi t s th;.:t left the aircr <;ft alr.1os t uncont!'cllable and it h9.d 
to ma.kc a runni ng- landiq ; a t o. secure o.irfield. A second ship tried to go 
in but it too was shot out. Between the two aircraft, over 50 hits were 
counted. Captain Mike Walte: rs who flew the first ship received the Sil­
ver Star for his efforts, his crew and the crewmenbers of the second ship 
all recieved Distinguished Flying Crosses. The following cay the team was 
extracted from a different location without further incident. 

On 28 October, the 57th sustained the loss of a Cougur cunship. Aircraft 
Commander W01 John vfui ttington and his pilot, WO Terry Horr-is, were very 
badly burned but managed to get clear of the. aircraft. Hr. Whittington 
later died as a result of his burns. 

In the eo.rly morning hours of 6 November the 57th compound w.is awakened 
by the all to familiar sound of a mortar attack. Approximately 20 to 25 
incoming mortar rounds were received in a 15 minute period. During the 
attack the Cougar gunships were launched ag:::.inst a sapper unit which ·wi.s 
atte~pting to bre~ch the eastern perimeter of the 57th compound. The 
varied itecs of enemy equipment were captured following the attack. 

On 9 November 1969, Cougn.r Gun Platoon Le c:.der Captain Hillie Lawson pro­
vided another example of the fine flyinh ability which hns becone a trade­
mark of the 5?th. While in support of 5th SFC rlike Forces at Bu Pr~ng, 
Captain Lawson's gunship r eceived approximately 15 hits in his tail boom 
which severed his tail rotor driveshaft. Reamining clam, Captain Lawson 
flew the stricken gunship, minus anti-torque system to Bu Krak airstrip, 
and made a successful running landing, without further da.raage to the ship. 

12 November 1969 marked a do.y which will be long remembered by the members 
of this unit. The 1st Platoon 11\·fuite Flight", while s t .3.nding by at FOB #2 
alternate launch site at Dak Pek, was nortared resulting in the de ~th of 
one crew member, SP4 Freddie Haynes and the wounding of eight others. All 
four aircraft received sevc:·re danage and aircraft #774 was conpletely des­
troyed. The 57th, already understrength, \·ras now forced to carry on its 
missions with only a fraction of its authorized crew member strength. 

On 15 November 1969, shortly after noon n CH-34 V~:AF "Kint; bee 11 was shot­
down northwest of Dak Pek. The four "slicks " from the second flight of 
the 57th were launched fron DRk Pek to search for the downed aircraft. 
After searching for approximately one :md a half hours, the doi,med "King­
bee" was discovered seemingly intact on a hilltop. WO Lewis Olson vo­
lunteered to go down and attempt to rescue the downed VHAF crew. On his 
first attempt at landing, WO Olson's ship was repulsed by heavy ground 
fire. After suppressive fire WG.S pl aced on the area by the cobr-1 gunships, 
WO Olson again attempted to land near the downed craft. In spite of a 
continuing hail of snn.11 arms and B-40 rocket fire, he and his crew re­
mained in the LZ'. until it had been deternined that the downed VNAF crew 
had 'b.een either cD.ptured or killed. 



After the eventfull first half of KovmnbE:r the 57th was due o lull in 
excitement and thankfully spent the renainder of the month in rela­
tive calm. 

The month of December 1969 was ~ busy ~onth for the 57th AHC as the 
company distinguished itself in n:i.ny operations against hostile for­
ces. The 57th was also saddened by the loss of s i vcral outstanding 
crew members. 

The first accident occured on 6 December 1969 when aircraft 699, com­
manded by Captain Charles Ferrell, nnd pilot, 1Lf Phillip Shrock, with 
the crew chief SP5 Miranda and gunner PFC Ronald Durflinger crashed, 
killing the crew and given passengers aboard. It is believed that 
the aircr:lft W!ls hit by small arms fire, resulting in loss of power 
at a low altitude above thick jungle canopy. 

Then on 20 December, aircraft 540, commanded by Captain Gerald Knier­
iem lost its t ail rotor in a landing zone and crashed. The entire 
crew escaped with only minor injuries. 

Two days later a 57th "Cougar" gunship, commanded by Warrant Officer 
John Hunsicker and piloted by Chief Warrant Officer Don Burris, with 
the crewchief SP5 Tirr.othy Barger and gunner SP4 Janes Kennedy, was hit 
by hostile fire resultine in the loss of its tail rotor. WO Hunsicker 
controlled tho aircraft as Long as possible but after a short period 
of tine, the aircraft no longer responded to the controls and had to 
be crash landed. Specialist Kennedy, the gunner w~s lost before the air­
craft hit, but the remaining crewmembers sustained moderate to light 
inJuries. They were rescued by Warrant Officers, Malcolm Peterson and 
Carter Higginbotham, on ropes, but Chief Warrant Officer Burris lost 
conscienceness and fell out of his extr~ction rig. WO Burris dnd 
Specialist Kennedy were great losses to the company. 

After celebrating Christmas the 57th was again ready to start a new 
year of unprecerrlented service to the U.S. Arny in the Republic of 
Vietnam. 



AIRCRAFT DAN.AGED ON FOB: 

Totally Destroyed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5 

Maj or Damage--Returned to cmms for Rep."lir •••• 5 

Major Damage--Repaired in Country ••••••••••••• 14 

Minor Darnage--Repairod in Company ••••••••••••• 17 

TOTALS 41 

57TH CASUALTIES FOR FOB: 

Killed by Hostile Action •••••••••••••••••••••• J 

Missing as a Result of Hostile Action ••••••••• 2 

Wounded as a Result of Hostile Action ••••••••• 23 

Confirmed Captured by Enemy Forces•••••••o••••O 

-TOTAL CASUALTIES 28 



HOIIOR ROLL 

UNIT MEMBERS KILLED IN ACTION 1969 

"* HUNTLEY, JOHM N. PFC 100-42-9151 KIA 2:7 Sep 69 

.SATES, Ci\RL C. PFC 432-84-8409 KIA 17 Aug 69 

4HITTINGTON, JOHN W01 214-46-9472 WIA/KIA 28 Oct 69 

~URRIS, DON AID D. CW2 196-36-7814 KIA 22 Dec 69 

-KENNEDY, JAMES C: . SP4 155-42-3333 MIA 22 Dec 69 

..PERRON, NORHAND P. \t/01 467-72-7036 KIA 16 Feb 69 

....PAPALE, ARTHUR W01 428-88-8069 KIA 16 Feb 69 

,_Mf.IVER, RICK A. SP4 555-74-8318 KIA 16 Feb 69 

,J.LCOS, LAR;_y M. SP4 576-52-8974 KIA 16 Feb 69 

.-. FERRELL, CHARLES CFT 237-62-5822 KIA 6 Dec 69 

.; SCHROCK, PHILLIP 1LT 362-40-9259 KIA 6 Dec 69 

~RANDA, PETER K. SP5 585-24-6886 KIA 6 Dec 69 

.. DURFLINGER, ROLLPJ.!D PF~ 316-46-8031 KIA 6 Dec 69 

-BERC:.UIST, ERIC E. W01 437-66-9733 KIA 27 Jul 69 

-£ARR, JAMES A. 1LT 287-40-8913 KIA 27 Jul 69 

--nINSOH, THO?liAS A': SF4 449-82-1373 KIA 27 Jul 69 

..JJEF.s, JERRY R. PFC 52:7-88-6036 KIA 27 Jul 69 

HAYNES, FREDDY SP4 428-98-8920 KIA 12 lfov 69 



AWARDS FOR FE1lSO;:NEL AS;: IGNED TO 57TH AVK CO (AH) 
(PURPLE HEARTS :-:OT HiCWDill) 

WA}!E DATE OF ACTIOt~ AWARD SUBMITTED 

W01 JOHN C. BOSWELL 23 Dec 69 DFC 
W01 JOHN D. CRUMB 27 Sep 69 DSC 

12 t\ov 69 DFC 
CPT RAYMOND C. I.JELL 27 Sep 69 SS 

23 Dec 69 DFC 
SP5 DEAN N. El!ELL 25 Oct 69 DFC 
SP4 GARY L. FET~ERS 27 Sep 69 DSC 
SP4 JOSEFH ll. FRAt-CO 27 Sep 69 DSC 
PFC MICHAEL GROUhmiATER 23 Dec 69 DFC 
1 LT THOMAS A. GUNN 12 Nov 69 Dl C 

22 Dec 69 DFC 
SP4 STEPHEK R. HAMILTON 23 Dec 69 DFC 
SP4 FREDDIE HATI;ES (POST) 12 Nov 69 DSC 
W01 CARTER HJG, .IJ.1BO'l"HAM 22 Aug 69 DFC 
FFC GI.El-~:; HOOVER 23 Dec 69 DFC 
PFC JOH!'\ H. HUHTLEY (1 OS'r) 27 Sep 69 D8C 
SP4 RALFH KOCK 27 Sep 69 ~FC 

25 Oct 69 DFC 
SCT !1ICHAEL E. LABBE 21 Dec 69 Dtt; 

CPT WILLIE A. LAWSOI: 23 Dec 69 IJtc: 
W01 DA!-'IEL LIND!3ZRG 23 Dec 69 SS 
W01 MICHAEL 1" . EC !IJLLIA!\ 23 Dec 69 DFC 
SP4 NICHAEL FOLAN 22 Oct 69 DFC 

12 !·~OV 69 SS 
W01 KENi'lETH F. 0 1 KEEFE 27 Sep 69 DSC 

25 Oct 69 SS · 
SP4 JAMES PAPA:IEK 25 Oct 69 DSC 

24 Dec 69 AH"V" 

W01 MALCON W. PETERSEI~ 22 Aug 69 SS 
22 Dec 69 :3S 

W01 WILLIAl-1 S. RAINEY 25 Oct 69 DFC 
rFC ROGER S. REED 22 Dec 69 DFC 
CPT JAMES E. REMSBURG 23 Dec 69 DFC 
W01 DAVID E. RHODES 27 Sep 69 DYC 
SP4 ROBErlT C. RIDGE 22 Aue 69 AM"V" 
nc DEMiHS ilOBITSON 23 Dec 69 IlFO .r ' 

CPT VAUGHN R. ROSS 24 Dec 69 AM'1V 11 

Sl-'4 LARl\Y R. SCHi,iIDT 22 Dec 69 DFC 

--~ 
~--- -~ -



AWARDS SUBMITTED (COIIT'D FROM FAGE I) 

NAME 

W01 MICHAEL F. SHANE 
W01 JOSEPH S. SOTTILE 
SP4 ROBERT STOKKE 
SP4 ALLA~i D. STRAND 
W01 ROBERT G. STREBECK 
SP5 ROBERT L. THIBEAULT 
CPT MICHAEL K. WALTERS 

IW1 TERRY L. WEBER 
PFC FRAUK ~·:ESTPHAIL 
SP4 WIILIAM WOOLLEY 

DATE OF ACTION 

23 Dec 69 
23 Dec 69 
24 Dec 69 
22 Aug 69 
25 Oct 69 
27 Sep 69 
25 Oct 69 
12 Nov 69 
24 Dec 69 
23 Dec 69 
23 Dec 69 

AWARD SUBl·'iITTED 

Dl?C 
DFC 
AM"V" 
AM11V" 
DFC 
DFC 
SS 
SS 
DFC 
DFC 
DFC 


