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DEPARTMENTOFTACT~S 

UNITED STATES ARMY AVIATION SCHOOL 
Fort Rucker, Alabama 

PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES 

August 1969 
File No. 30-456-1 4 3 -456-1 
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41-456-1 67-456-1 

ATTACK HELICOPTER EMPLOYMENT, THE CARDINAL RULES 

KNOWLEDGES: Without the aid of notes, references, and without error, student 
will be able to-

a. Write from memory the 12 cardinal rules of attack helicopter e mployment. 
The rules need not be verbatim. 

b. Write the cardinal rule being violated in four sketches of tactical situations 
involving attack helicopters. 

2. SKILLS: None. 
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ADVANCE SHEET 

ATTACK HELICOPTER EMPLOYMENT, THE CARDINAL RULES 

PURPOSE: This conference is designed to provide you-as a future attack (armed observa­
tion) helicopter pilots-with several vital rules which will apply to the m a j o rity of missions 
performed by attack (armed observation) helicopter units in the Republic of So uth Vietnam. 

SUMMARY: This period of instruction is concerned with attack (armed o b s ervation) heli­
copter tactics and employment techniques at the fire team (scout team) leve l. The 12 
cardinal rules have been proven in combat from the utilization of the fir s t a ttack (armed 
observation) helicopter team in South Vietnam up to the present day. Variations of cer­
tain rules due to terrain and situation differences will be mentioned. Thi s period will pro­
vide each student with tested guidelines which will enable him to make soun d tactical, 
on-the- spot decisions. 
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ATTACK HELICOPTER EMPLOYMENT, THE CARDINAL RULES 
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ATTACK HELICOPTER EMPLOYMENT, THE CARDINAL RULES 

1. Write from memory the 12 cardinal rules. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

i. 

j. 

k. 

1. 

2. Each of the following sketches depicts a typical tactical situation involving attack 
(armed observation) helicopter employment. Write the rule being violated in the 
space provided. 
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FIRE TEAM LEADER 

WINGMAN 
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ANSWER: 

1,000 FT 
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ANSWER: 
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