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Vietnam· Communique 

Action • • 
~increases 1n August 

-------------------:-----:--;-::-;----'----------,-;;;:·l:-:-.-;::-;::::..::;;;::::-7.:'::::;-::-~;:;;;--;..-;:-----------'---;---:--.-r--::-;-----..::..--------~ America! Div · Cfial inl l'rdirtion t••am s from the 1st In Div iU!iTTh'l'r,1\frSll lk«s anti ~11nsht1wwrnr-'----
Amrrlral Di\'ision sotdlt•rs kllkd :?~t 33~U,Armtd Heliroph'r Comp:iny. HSth First fnrant ry soldit•rs k lllt·d :?6 in a rallrd In to support llll' in(antrymt·n :ts 

· Conitat A\·iation Battalion r ncounh•n•d intermi lft•nt t•onl:u:t l"nntinm•d 1t"1roughout 
In hravy Cight1n·g ·with NVA and VC h··t tr• rri·· alono ••n•nii· lriri·tir.·Uon w1•1•k or light rontorl with the rnrmr . 

.. ... ... ... b .. .. lhc ni~hl. The followini,: morninJ.: tht• 
soldlrrs. rout n"•r T•>· Nt'nh. Th• rlloht l••ad•r Troopt•rs or thr 2nd Squadron , I Ith .... ... .. c. .. infantrynwn mfde l'Onla(' l with lhc (•rte· 

In one day or fighting, thr !96th Light dirt\trd !hr night missions In numerous Cavalry negimrnl, oprrntlng un<ll-r lh1• my a~aln . Just afll·r ;ia)·llght till' eonlad 
Infantry Brigade and 16th Combat Avia· firing passes on flotillas of the enrmr Isl Infantrymen. rngagrd a VC forrr In was brok rn and a swei•p of thr hatlle 
lion Group gunship crrws. aC'<'Ounted for· sampans. Rockets and minlgun fire from a baltl•• sout h of Loe Ninh . The cavalry- an•a disclosed 104 bodies. 
6.5 tntmy killed and lht capture of 13 the gunships d<•stroyed 35 .53 mpan• and men won• movin~ to rl'lnforcl' an ARVN 
rnrmy " 'ta pons. In · the dar·s hea\'k·st h.•\'t•h~ lhrt•l' strurtun•l(, tom pound near Loe Ninh, which was • 25th Inf Div 
c:ontaC't units from the 4th BattalJon, ~1st undl•r attack by. a lar~t· <'nt•my forC't'. In a Wt~tk of hr:t\'Y c.·onlad tht• :?~th 

· Infantry under th .. operational . control 1st Air Cav Div when th1•y bega n receiving heavy smaU Infantry Division kill,•d 224 Vil'! Cong 
or · the 1961h, teamed •.-Uh the gunship Soldiers of the Isl Air Cai-airy killed a rms fire from a VC force concealed in and No rth Vietnam••se Army sol1li1·rs. 
crews !or the kills. The ~th Ballallon SS in a werk of moderale fighting with a clump of rubber trees. A · serirs or unsucc .. ssful attacks on 

..... .. ·---soldterrwrre · C'N'dl~ · wtth·· 37- lttlls · and ·-·the-tntmy ... ---- · .. ... ........ __ ··-·" ...... _ .. ., .... ~- · The ... cavalr)'mon ·'· J'eturned ... the .. IJre •.• sel'cral .Tropic .. Ll~ hlins: _baS<:~ !ll'ar Tay 
· the gunshiJ> cre,.·s with. 18. The action '. Nineteen enem)' wrre klllrd by a Pop- and the enrmy withdrew. As the · ar- Ninh city and hravy righting wiihin .. th~ - - · ---

0<.'C'Urred ,,..~ ~uth of Hot ·An. ular Forces platoon and a !st Air Caval· morr<I vehicles moved In to sweep the province- capit al itself c·ost the •·n•·my 
Air and ):round rctS In. the 11th ry Division r in e company In Operation area, thty began to receive heavy fire . . 157 llvts. 

Ugh! Infantry Brigad ' s arta of Quang J eb Stuart Ill. As the PF soldlrrs and The cavalrymen; supported by helicopte r Only ni ne AnH•rirans were kilh·d a< 
Ngal · Province combined lo kill 16 VC Com'pany D, 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry gunships, again forced the enemy to the U.S. forces halted the main thrust 
and capl•re six weapons. Aero scouts of were searching enemy bunkers northwest withdraw. A sweep o( the area later Into the ci ty ; however. two Viet Cong 
the Wrd Combat Aviation Battalion of Hue, they killed 11 ·VC and captured yielded 17 VC bodies, JO rifles, three ballalions had reportedly infiltrated into 
killed JO VC and captured lour weapons live prisoners. One · of the dead was rl'- rocket launchers and assorted ammuni- the city and sci several fires . 
south . of Quang Nga I. Infantrymen or the porledly Identified as the VC chief of lion. · Fighting began as elements of the 3rd 
ballallon ,.-ere credited with seven of the Quang Dien District, and one or his 4th Inf Div Squadron , 4th Cavalry and ~th Baualibn, 
kills , " ·hilt gunship crews accounted for assistants : Searching more of the bunk- \ 23rd' Infantry with Vietnamese forces 
thrtt. Other brigade units killed she VC ers, the PF lroopers-·took two NVA The 4th• Infantry encountered a week pushed the em·my into the southcasi 
and captured two Lndlvlduat weapons. prisoners and killed live more VC and of light contact with the enomy except third or the city. In an e ffort to minimize 

1st Avn Bde . three NVA who rerusr<I to surr~der. for one major ballle. The dil'lsion's toll damage to the city, helicopter gunships 
. . In other action, elell)tnts ot the Jsl on the enemy was 53 killed. and arljllery Cire was not used . 

Helicoplor gunship c~ev.·s of the 13th Battalion, Uth Cavalry encountered scat- Elements or the ARYN 3rd Armored · The first contact occurred when 2nd 
Combat A\·latlon Battallon killed 15 VC tered contacts nine mites south of Quang Cavalry, along with a reaction platoon Ballallon, 27th Infantry soldiers lying in 
soldien In scallered contacts In the Trl. 'Whtie moving Into the area of the from !he 4th Infantry Division's 2nd ambush engaged the rear element .or an 
Dtlla region. In a series of · encounten previous day's action, the soldiers began Squadron, 1st Cavalry, foiled an at- estimated 300-man force moving on a 
14 mites northeast or Vtnh· Long, htllcop- receiving mortar and small arms lire. . tompled NVA ambush .. kllling 31 enemy. road towards Tay Ninh . 
tor gunship crews from the 17Slh Assuall Maneu\•erlng on \he bunker, they ktll•d · The following day the soldiers found 10 101 st Air Cav Div 
Holicoi>ttr Company, ·13th Combat" Avla· ·- - one NVA . with . hand - grenades. I;ater in more bodies bringing .the toll lo 41 enemy 
tlon Battalion reported klll lng 15 VC. the afternoon, the cavalrymen encoun· killed. · · 
The -chopper crewl also ,destroyed senn tered thre-e more NVA soldiers In bunk· In the third day of enemr harassment 

The Screaming Eagles of the !Ols l 
Air Cavalry Division, in a week of light 
action, reported killing 43 enemy sol­
diers. 

structures and sank lour sampan• during ers and kilted · all three .with hand . grl'- of convoys along Highway 14 In Kontum 
the ~ction. nades . Province, an estimated force of two NVA 

· ~ 

.. 
" 

companies alla~ked a 4th Division con· 
:- . 
: · :.'· voy 14 miles south of Kontum wlth mor-

• 1 tar, recotttess ·rtne, sniall arms, and'· 
'. ~' · ;- !:;'. ~ . rocket and machlnegun lire. Armored 

1 

• y ,. ·•. \' :·; -'r. _;: .•• cars from the division's 4th · Mllltary Po· 

·-'----~~~ l~~~:/~.:l!; ._ lice_ Compa~y Immediately returned the 
,,.,.-'.,., . -,,1 < >,·:\·~t.;~;:,.-,_ · lire.' At tile outbreak of the allack, tanks 

A,.,;.,IC'Cll Div-------~'--'-~ ·4 " .-"• ~ · " , '-~~·.z d _.,_ •:,_i.::..,,;.i( .,;'""<:;:Ji· an :armored cavalry assault vehicles of 
" I CORPS ·t.«i --<°), ., •-.(f:'u~-': the ··3rd ARVN C I d th 2 d - .. _ ;~ . ·1 ~ · ~~-_,\ t'~·· !) ,: :,11 :,,... ~ ava ry an e n 

... ' "· 1.# .. J.'r~'>· ·· . Squadron, !st Cavalry, which had be-en 
• · ·~. -:;;:-. ;f;'!_;.L: deployed along the highway in antlclpa­

. i('.~S,.it h~-;; , ' tlon or possible contact, began 10 pour 
-·;.\ <j:·' · .. ,!.-..,··' ) .!;'!.'>. heavy Ore Into the enemy positions. Un- · 

0,t · .. ;;_j' .?l«l ·• ,j >;;.;. 'der " the onslaughi'or allled armor the 
· , . ".- ! ,·~.· ·•· f- ;·' ·· ··enemy broke contact, ·leaving 41 killed 
·:: · -' .l .,. · " -·: behind.· 

• . Sth Inf Div (MJ . 
· ,' .• : The 5th · Infantry Division kilted 14 
·; enemy In their first contact. 

.:.·.'Elements of the .1st .Brigade, 51h In· 
tantry Division (Mechanized) klUed 14 
NV A soldiers In an action two mites east 

. " ' of Con Thlen. Tankers from the !st Bat· 
----------tallon". -nth Armor moved out • of their 

base with three tanks to ass ist a Isl 
Marine Division reconnaissance patrol 
which had come under attack. Two sol· 
dlers from the armor unit were wounded 
In the action. 

Operation Somerset ·Plain continued 
to meet light resistance as the !Dist 
conducted search operations , in the A 
Shau .Valley area . While conducting a 
screening operation west of A Luoi, heli­
copter crews of B Troop, !st Squadron, 
9th Air Cavalry, a !st Air Cavalry Divi­
s ion unit operating under the control 01' 
the -!Olsl, spolled a reinforced NV A_ 
squad. ,Ai rstrikes and artillery killed 
eight of the enemy. 

Soldiers or the !st ARYN Infantry 
Regiment working with the JO!st killed 
10 enemy and captured 10 weapons wh.:-n 
they engaged an NV A force in the A 
Shau Valley. Artillery and a{rstrikes 
supported the ground troops in the ac-
tion. · 

173rd Abn Div 
A former Viet Cong ollicer sav_ed the 

life of a 173rd Airborne Brigade para­
trooper caught in a deadly booby trap. 

Nguyen Thanh, a Kit Carson Scout, 
crawled 30 feel to clip a trip wire entan· 
gled in the boots of Specialist 4 Charles 
W. Scudder. 

As the trooper was moving through· a 
gap In ' a hedgerow, he heard a loud 
click . "All I could think ol was boo!iy 
trap," Scudder recounted . Looking down, . 

9th .Inf Div he noticed a thin wire twis ted in . his 
In two days 

0

0( fighting 11 miles south· boots. Unable to reach the wire himself 
•east o[ Tan An, elements from all three without moving It, the trooper called tor 
. brigades or the 9th Infantry Division assistance. The ordnance disposal unit 
and supporting units killed 11>4 VC and which responded was unable lo locate the 
captured 2S weapons. bomb. By this time. nearly 30 minutes 

Action began when soldiers ol the 5th had 1one by . "My !eel were stalfonary," 
Ballallon, 60th Infantry were inserted _· he recalled, •'but I think my knees were 
Into a landing zone and Immediately knocking." 
made contact with the enemy. As fight· Then Thanh, a former VC company 
Ing continued · into the afternoon addi· commander who had rallied to the allied 
tionat troops were moved Into the area to cause, crawled to the troopers aid and 

.i 


