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Vietnam Communique 

units kill. 275 
America/ Div em•mr In , enem)' In a W<'••k or .h<•a\')' contact. Engle to t.K5K b)' killing Jli during. t.he 

Jftollco · ·er crew• ·or tlw 13th 'Combat Action plt·k<·d up ror 25th lnf~ntr)' we1•k. 
The Americnl Di\'lslon killed 207 In n A1·intlon attnlion r<•port<•d killin~ ·a IO· Division soldl1•rs and attntl11•d i·l1•m1·nts During <"Ombin"I operations Jlt•ginnal 

w ' ..- ' 0 h tal of I · enem)' soldiers whil<• flying •" ;:unship cn•ws or C191npany D. IOtst As-e"k "' heal')' ahd scattrrnd fl•htln" · -~ or lite 31·<1 Rrt'•'tl<•, IOls:t ,\1·1·borne n1·,.,·. and Popular Forc.·1!1 units lt•anwcl with . 

with the enrm~: . . missions n ~upport o( A RV N infantry sion as thl1
)' cordonl•<l an t•1fl1 ll1)' (prce soiult lh•liropll' I' Jlaltillion in Hn t•11tot111· 

Units or the l!Hith Light ln!nntr)' Bri· units In the JV Corp• Tactical Zone. near Trang Rang. Following n t'l'flOl'l by l••r six mil'" W<•st or Phu l.m·. During 
i:ade kilh'CI 17 <"nr"my soldi('rs In scat· · \\'hill• iupporllni: eh•nwnt~ or tlw Dth .u lloi Chnnh thnt a Vh•t Coni: battalion lht• ussault 17 t•1wmy wen• killt ·tl. 
tt'rt"d actions In Oper.:atlon Whtt1cr/Wnl: ARVN Inrantry ni\'ision, si~ mill's south " 'RS lot·nh'<l thrt•t• mlh•s t•as t or TrunJ: Tn ~u·tion· northwt•sl or llut•. unit.'\ or 
Iowa. Two companies Qr the , 3rd Batta I· or Vt'nh . Long, . helicopter gunship crews Bang, clt•11wnts or !ht• tml Battalion. !he tst Battalion. 50tncl 111(:01111')' ktlkcl 

· · thrt' l' l' nt•mr soldit·1·s an<l l"aptun·d ont• 
ion. 21st Inrantry killed · six VC and two · or the 114 th Assault Helicopter Companr 5061h Inrantry wt•n• ai1·1ir1t•d into the area. individual W<'apon . Whil•· in an ambush 
NV..\ _ soldirrs_ in_ .spo!adic fighting · 17 reported killing 10 enemr soldiers and The para1roope1'S hit . the hot. landing_; two miles eas t. or Jlue. paratroopers or 

--nules- northwe•t .. or •• Tam..K>· · .. . .. - -slnklng-folit:-sampan•, Operatingcnearby .~.?.".!'~"-b~t~ :r!~~ a=_J~~.nutc _r~~.'.:_~:_.;!'."., __ ;~~t~~~~~ttahon , ~?I st Infantry ktllt·d 
Elements or the 11th Light Infantry. ch~pper crews or the 175th Assault Hell· contact was losf. . . • · A · 3 oldtt 1·•- - ·- -'-- ----·----- . 

B:igade killed nine VC and efght' NVA copter· Company reported killing three · The lighting resumed in the artcrnoon In. another night ambush, a patrol 
soldiers in scattered contact• in Quang VC when units began receiving rocket · and lromathe 2nd nattahon, 505th .Infantry, .a 
N · p 

1 
· small arms lire from a village. During lrd rlgade, 82nd Airborne Division unu 

gat rov nee. , Helicopter crews from A Troop, 7th the afternoon elements rormed a cordon under the operational control or the 
A unit of the 3rd Battalion, !st Infan· Squadron, !st Air Cavalry nnd Vietnam- around the area. At leas!'\19 eneniy were IO!st, killed one NVA soldier and cap· 

try killed eight NVA soldiers and cap- t>Se soldiers engaged an enemy force killed. • tured three weapons south or Phu Bal. 

tured three weapons In two skirmishes during· a patrol in the western portion of .• Elements or the Isl Battalion, 27th 
In rice paddles west of Quang Nga! City. /the MN:ong Delta. The chopper gunners Infantry killed one VC 13 miles north of · ( ht Cav Div 
Another unit of the battalion killed one l sighted an estimated VC squad 25 miles Cu Chi, while helicopter gunships of the 

· h f R h GI Th ed 3rd Squadron , 17th · Air Cavalry killed 
VC and detaJned one suspect In action nort west o ac a. ey engag another eight miles south or Trang Bang. 
six miles northwest of Due Pho: ~~~i~!nr~ice r~l~~e;t~ ,!~!e~~nac~~~ One additional enemy "'as killed by a 

7 sl Avn Bde troopers kllled eight VC. _ . division · patrol.
1 

25th lnl Div :; ·<i. . 91n . fnl Div 
The !st A1·iHtlon Brigade kllled 275 

1st Cav .Div 

, 'i\_. I 

' i ' · 
• ;1,I 

The 25tli Infantry Division killed 173 

.... 

America/ Div __ J'.,:::_f·..;..-~:;:-::-~ 

l 
· 4th lnl Div 

9th ·~f Div 

.• ' 1,, 

··- · 
l'· ,l~j"",;~· ·-,.. 

., 

.. ·' 101st Abn Div 

Division 
week or 

wt· re 

Screaming Eagles or the !Olst Afr· 
borne Division raised the total number 
of '!ne my killed in Op•ratlon N•vada 

Sotdlers of the 1st Cavalry Division 
killed 23 enemy soldiers in light action. 

In Operation Jeb Stuart Ill a forward 
~Ir controller working with the Isl Bat­
talion, 5th Cavalry called In artlllery 
and airstrikes on a group of soldiers in 
the Jungle 12 miles south of Quang Tri . 
Eight NVA soldiers were killed in the 
action . 

Troopers of the 5th Battali<>n, 7th 
Cavalry found the bodies of six NVA 
soldi~rs during a se.arch-and·clear oper­
ation in the mountains 19 miles west or 
Hue. ·The enemy trnd apparently bet•n 

· killed . by .artillery. 

lsi Inf Div 
In a week of light action, clemenrs or 

the Isl lnrantry Division killt-d 15 encmr 
soldiers. . · . 

Acting on information ·received from 
a lloi Chanh, an acro-rine team Crom 
th~. 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment , 
operai{ng under the control or the !st, 
was ~tS<• rted into an area south of Lai 
Khe. 

Searching through dense jungle and 
rubber trees, · the cavalrymen cncoun· 
ll'rl"d an estimatC'd l'nemy platoon. Aft l•r 
a bri l' r firefight . . the t.'nl'my withdrl•w . A 
SW<'<'P or the an·a yit.•ldl'd six t.'nl•my 
bodies. • 

A shortlime later, troopers of the 
I tth 's 3rd Squadron togeth1•r with clc· 
ments or the 5th ARYN lnlantry Division 
kilh'I! two more 1°1\l'm)' in !ht• same 
area . Ttw cavalrynH"n also dclaim·<l two 
suspect< and captun"ti 13 rot·kl·t rounds. 

Other action 
Soldiers or the 199th Light Inrantrr 

Brigade met littll• n·~ist <.llll' l' in a \\l't•k 
or light action. 

Rcconnaissanct•' ht•licopter crews h·d 
soldiers or the 199th Light Infantry Bri, 
.:(.[(le to a large bunk<•r com1>lex three 
miles south or Due Jloa . El ements or 
the 4th Battalion, 12th Uirantrr mov1•d 
lo the area and d<•stroyed 67 bunkers, 
which w<.'re arranged along the banks 
or a canal. . 

The Isl Rrigaci<'. Slh M••1·haniZ<•d In· 
rantry Division ~UHi U.S. l\t ;irim? Ph•· 
mcnts t' lll'Ountt•n·d light n·s btanc: e in a 
Wt•t•k o( ac: tlon . 

Two companh-~ or the bt Battalion , 
filst Jnfantry Wl•rc l·alkd in to rdn(on:c 
a Marine company which w<is in ht~ 
coritact with the l'nemy in the latt• artt·r· 
noon . The compai1i1·s successfully linkl'd 
up with lhe Marines . Fii:htin~ continu1•d 
into t.•arlr l!Vl'ning when thl• t'nl·mr . with· 
drew. Nine NVA soldiers wen.· kilh•<l in 
the ac tion . 

Tlw 173rd . Airbonw Bri;.:a<ll• was 
awardl·d the Ah•ritorious Unit Com· 
mcndation in tt·1•t·rnonit•s at Landin~ 
Zone En ° li sh 

In re~ent : action a company of the 
2nd Battalion, 50lrd Infantry engaged 

·an es limatt:>d t.•nt.•mr s<1uad in Operation 
Cochis<• Grt•en/Dan Sinh . The enemy 
withdrew arter a brief lirclicht. 
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Commissions are . offered 
. . 

to NCOs; warrant officers 
Fisli. rice and corn hav~ b<-en adding n iifil~ variety to the 

olllt'rwise rouNne di1·t o( C-rutions suppli1•d to tiot men or the 2nd 
l'lutoon. Company C. 701h Engineer Battalion ot 1n Lac. When work 
al lhe airstrip slows lhe engineers use th1•ir cq pment lo help th1• 
local Montagnnrds repair roads and clear areas ( trees and brush. 
In ••xchangc for lhis help, lh1• nalivrs bring the engineers rice and 

c.:orn thl')' hn\'l' ~rm\"n unct fish tht.•y hnve- cnu,::ht. 

t:ONG UINH (US.\RV) - Ail­
jutun.!_ Ge1wral offil'lals ha\'t' 
n•1•mphasitt•cl lh1• USAHV <li­
rt>ct conlmission JJ r ·o gram 
\\•ht•n•by_ enlistrd nwn and war· 
rant oUil.'trs may acquire a 
tlirt•l't l"Ommlsslon to !'t·cond 
llt•utt•nant . 

Caplain l!orac1• W. Powell, 
USA UV din•<·t commission pro­
jt-l't oUit•t•r. said many soldit.•rs 
st•1·vi11J.: In l'Ombnt unils' in Vh.•t-

A platoon from Compnnr n. 299th Eni:lnt•t•r lluttnllon rt'l't•ntl~· num Ul'l' 1111HWUl"l' thul dln•c.·t 
complt•tr-d the constru..:tion of two revt•lmcnts for Chinook ht•ll· commissions ure uvaltablt• · to 

the i:otd bar. • 
Those n•ct•ivlni: the rommls· . 

!'ilmr Ur(' ~riuad leadt•rs, plutoon 
st•rgc.•ants, hclicoplcr pilots and 
otlwr soldic.•rs who have bet•n 
plac.·c.•d in positions where the)' 
must demonstrate qualities de­
sirt•d In u commis.ioned oUker. 

How do you know ir you 
qualify? · 

You m·ust be In the grade or 
F.·S or highrr with a minimum 
or six months In 1-:nuh•, ;.as· 
slJ.:rH'<I to USAHV for lhrt•t• 
r.nonlhs mul be n.•c.·omm1•1Hh•d by 

both your comp:iny and battal­
ion rommunder. Your com­
mand<.•rs must point out In the 
recom mendation s·pel'iflc in · 
!ilancc~ whl're you r outslandini,: 
h•Hdcrship ability was· demon­
strated. 

Other• rl'ftuircmcnl• Include 
that ti* applicant must lw a 
high school graduate or th1• 
rqulvalcnt, posses a minimum 
GT score o( 110 anti a minimum 
OCT S<'Ore or 115 and ~ •. 110 

mclrt' thu11 :!H yt•ars olll 011 lhr 
dalt• or his t·om111ls~i11n . 

coph•rs nt•ar their ·rompanr ur<.'a at Dak To. The primary purpost• thost• who · dt•monstrall' out-
o( lh~ 60·1oot-loni: pro11•cti1·t• ladliti1•s is to house the large double- standing lt•adi•rshi p abilit);-in "-173 d A• b •d 
rotor aircraft wh1•n they nrt• strandl~I there overnight due to eombal environm<·nt. r Ir 0 rn e a I s 
ad1·rr<t'- wrath~r rohd1tlon•,-'.Th~ .• mcn hn.d_!o __ s!:1nd In ankle-deep Tht• USA RV din•d rommis-
tl11<·k rt•d day mud brought on by the mon•oon ·rnin~-·whlle th<•)' -· · ;.1011 ·j>rogtam, _: n substitute for 

IJuilt .lhrm. the old World War 11 'ballle- ·--ca--tho-1i•c ___ 
5
_chool (irld ·,_:-·ommission" was initiated 

~frdit·s o( lhe 2nd Rallalion, · 22nd Inlan1n· 1r1•a1ed mon• lhan in February 196G (or th1· purpose 
:! .000 Vil'tnanw:w patit'nts In u littll' mon• than 20 days. Daily or gi\•ing prompt recognition to 
nlt.'dkal d\'IC aclion progrrim npt•rutlons 111 communltil'S Ol'ar Tay Army r>ersonnl'I clcmonstralin,,: 
;\:'inh 3\"t..• r:aRl'rl in l'Xl"l'ss o( 100 patil•nts. h•adl•rship traits in combat. 

Sine£' it.s beginning, morr than 
· Driving over some o( the most treacherous terrain and enemy- 200 . Vietnam soldiers have been 

inlt•stt•d roads in Vietnam, lhc S56th Transportation Battalion re- granted commissions as S<'cond 
1·1·11 11)' logg1•d Its three millionth mile dellVl•rlng petroleum pro- lieutenants helping to fill lhc 
<in<"ls to Fn·e World Forces throughout the III Corps Tnctlcal 7.one. Army·~ shortage or Junior grodt• 

• • ' • . • • commlsslont'tl orrlcers., 

Thi· \'ielnam Regional Exchange has almost doubled ·11s food:....- According to Captain Powell. 
'er1·ict• to the lroops as ·t'l'idcnced by sales figures the ' last six approximately 25 per cent •or 
months . From $1.202,467 in sales in February, VRE food sales !hose applying for the com-
inrrt·ased lo $2 ,036 ,998. mission will eventually obtain 

South. Vietnamese soldiers 
lullillvitalrole :Witf1;2Sth 

CU Clll. (2Slh INF) - Al lirst 
glanc~ the soldier looked like 
any other American soldier or 
oriental ancestery. He pulled de­
tails. took his turn on the bunker 
line and went on patrol. 

"It never occurred to me that 
he might be anything but a U.S. 

· soldier," declared one 25th Div!- . 
· slon sergeant, "until one day I 
asked a friend who he wa• and 
discovered that he was ' a Viet· 

· namese soldier as.lgned to the 
unit." 

Under a program which was 
slart•d In October 1967, 22 Army 
or the . Republic or Vietnam 

CARYN> soldiers we~e sent Crom ··, connalssance scout .observer 01· 
Vietnamese training centers and 'as ·a rllleman with the recon 
assigned to units of the U.S.»', :· element. 
25th Infantry. ?!vision. '· .::°. ,_;~:,ii.:" Although ·there Is sometime• 
.. The Vietnamese soldiers · a•: '·'. a slight language ba r rier when 

•signed to the units are all prl· » ·· the Vietnamese soldiers are first 
vates and Jprlvatcs ' first class: •assigned to , the 25th, both they 
They . do everything . that the ;'" and the 'American soldier soon 
American ;oldler of •equivalent ';.,, pick up a working knowledge of 
rank do.,. and they are also .,;· each other's language · · , 
given the same privileges _as .~1:, , ·~'· 1 .. • • 
their American counterpart. ·:.,,,:·;';;. o r .the original 22 Vietnamese 

. _ · · ~11; assigned to units o( the·2Sth, onu 
· ARVN soldiers assigned to the , . has been · sent to the Vietnamese 
.' division ·are sent to the flve~'i::J-· orncer,.:: Candldate . School and 

replacement training course glv:_ }' two '. have ·• becn . wounded In ac· 
en to all newcomers; Then _ they_.~· uon "-w.l!..ii,~'i1""'-· •.. -- .. 
arc Hsle ned . to a unit as a . re·.:F...r1• ;~~,:;:;;,. " 'i»·:•: ... - ' · '. 

. _ . _ .: • ;" ;. -.~, .. !!J., . :., ~ [; :t•";:,Tlie s tory or one or the soldiers 
. . ~ '.~·~-:- -:.::f~~- ··.·· .·1• .• ; ... ~~~i~'wounded · ls ran example of the 

B S . t · ·11 ·' ... ··--. ,•., · dedication that these men show 

Oy Cou S Y. . >·,',~"-.- while performing their duties. 
. . . · .;·(· ,,,. .. '+,.,; Private Nguye.n Van Thanh was 

. . : ;' ,, • ».»'.(- .. '::,7·. assigned to the recon platoon ol 

l
·n 'US· he/1·cojpt·e·. 'r· ,S·~; :~ ,.;y;~hhea~~~SBUa~1~1~~~2;~~e~~~n'r~~ 

, . . main supply route from Dau 
\ . . , . . Tieng ~er-Tay Ninh when they 

Pllt.:O~ VINll. !Olst ABN - A A crew ch I e f. Specialist 4 came nder enemy rtrc. · 
brid "'!Tilr'e out" from combat Thomas D. Bryan, .and a gun- In the lnillal burst, Thanh was 

• AN KllF.. (l73d ,\JIN) - The tiw Dioc,·se o( Camclr11, N .. J. 
diatlt•r or llll' marketplace was "The m:J11 had Untlcrli.tkt•n a 
barrtt•d by the unlntcrrupll'd magnirkt•nt t ask ." Chaplain...:a. 
drone or passing suppl)' convoys Davis said, "and was doini: a 
on Highway 19. \ remarkable job or providing ror 

rt was an ordinar)· sun drt•nth- tiw children, despilt· ht•i 111: son·-
l'd day (or must o( lhc villagers ly handicapp1·d hr " lark or 
ur ":'tin Kht'. sci on n plaleau in' rinandn~ . .. 
the eastern C<•nlral llighlands The padre had been fet·ding 
or Vlt•lnam. Rut for some.• it was nearly 2,000 parish dc.•pcndl'nt!( 
special. t.•ach month, and providi111:: room 

Wh<•n a jeep load o( Sky Sol- and board (or 31 orphans on a 
diers roll1•d oU the busy highway lull-time basis as well as con-
lhey wcr~ greeted by the glisten- dueling a nurs1•ry s•hool for 90 
Jr.;.: eyes of Vic.•lnaml•se orphan. tots daily. 
children. 'foday the children In addition to this he and his 
were to receive over St ,200 from pariShioners had undertaken a 
the oHicers and men o( lhe 173rd project lo construct a school 
Airborne Brigade from collec- building adjacent to the church 
lion• In both Catholic and Pro- and reconstruct the ehurch 
testanr worship services. The / steeple which had been destroy-

. money will be used lo purs:ha s~ ed by a Viet Cong rockel during 
food and clothing and !or the the Tel ollcnslvc. • 
co.'~pletion .or a school building. "There was obviously a dire 

The children and I have need for financial assistance " 
much fallh, and faith can bring rem a r k e d Chaplain Davi's . 
about miracles. " said Padre "From my conversations with 
Nguyen due Ngoc o( the Catholic Padre Hgoc I felt · that funds 
Church o! Assumption, located donated by members o( the 
In · the southern edge o( An Khe brigade could not go for a more 
town•hip. . worthwhile endeavor." 

"A lot of faith and no money "The sigh! ' or all those lillle 
was the slluatlon that Padre s m 111 n g faces was thanks 
Ngoc faced when I visited the enough," commented Chaplain 
small parish and school a few Davis, who added "the brigade 
weeks ago," recalled Chaplain made a lot o( friends here to-
( Capt.) Charles J. Davi• Crom day." 

___ 

. ~ . · ~ 

01i\,ra"'111s by personnel or the __ ner. Specialist 4 Phil H. Bishop shot through the wris.t and taken 
· 101<1 .\irborn1• Division 's 3rd worked quickly- ti> ·strap ·the boys · : to - the ·· platoon - medic . bleeding _. 

Rri::ade and lht• 162nd Hrlicop- in and .signaled the pilots thnt profusely. When the medic turn-
h'r :\s"ault Co. n•sultt.•d in sky all was s('curc . and rend}• for ed his back to get a dn•ssl ng. 
rid••< (or a young group o( youn~ takeorr. Thanh grabbed his rtne and ran 
Vh-tnamest• here. · back to the rtghl. By the lime 

Sp1·rialist 4 Stephen P . Need , The ni·st o( three rive-minute _.... the medic. caught . up to him. 
a · brigad• dvil arr\iirs medic, (lights '"hirlcd orr In the . dis- Thanh was on the verge or pnss-
and Starr S<•rgeant Richard Jll . :~~ce~iri:::~newa~!~n.:\s b~ys Vl~~va~ Ing out from loss o( blood. 
Burt dl'il aUairs NCO (or the d d ( I d I Thanh's_sto1·y was not an iso-
2nd Battalion. 506th Inrantr\', re- sen orl an hmany r el nd hy lated case. Reports from com-
quested rides for ·the locai boy waves. The c oppcr cl rc e t e manders who have ARYN sol-
scoul troop, formrd and super- basecamp'•

11
perimeter_ and Ocir dlcrs assigned to their command 

' ' i<ed br the paratroopers. The over the \'i age, whei4' most 0 · · indicate llfat the Vietnamese 
lfi2nd pilots and crew!\ a~n.·C'd thl• boys JivC'. · soldiers perform their assigned 
imm1·diat•lr. . .\s the last group o( boys dis- tasks exceptionally well. 

Nt't•d quickly roundl•d Ur> 23 mounted the chopper and the "These men have Jlvt-d ht•rt• 
an•a scouts and set orr (or the pilots flew orr (or another com- . all their lives," . said one com-
airri~ld with his boys in a classic bat op<.•ratlon. -the apprl'ciati\'C' mamJer. ~'They know the terrain 
two abreast formation . bors gave it .< crew the tradition- ·and the en~my and Impart this 

"This i• the first air ride for al Boy Seoul salute. . knowl<·dge to the American sol-
these bl.y so this should be in· · "1'1-c never seen these kids so dlcrs. They help us as much 
ter<!!'tin" . • smill'd Need, nolin" happy," Burt said. "It's some wllh this knowlcd~e as we help 
the ml. lure or fri~ht and ""~e i:: lhin;: the bors will rem~mber them 1<·ith our knowled~e or 
f\ l'"C h ffi/\ ~~·\' r1("ft <.: ,·, .. ••(• .. • ! i' ~ .... • ,. ;;,. ~:· ' • • 

Captain Ric.hard A. Friedman provides the dental portion 
of the Medical ,Civic Action Program offered by the 17th 
Comhat Aviation Croup. (1st AVN PHOTO) 
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