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Widow gets MOH at Penta9on 

Ivy NCO in~pires platoon 
WASlllNGTON, (USARV) -

The Akdal of Honor has been 
awarded posthumously 10 a ~lh 
Inrantry Di\'is1on sL·q~L·ant who, 
despile ratal wounds from ene· 

·· -----·my rlne ·and rocke1 ·r1~;· helped · 

his platoon bc:it arr a savage 
:>!lack In Vlelnan\. 

Platoon Sgt. Elmelindo R. 
Smith distini;uished himself dur­
ing combat opl·r::itions on Feb­
ruary 16, 1967 wilh the Isl pla­
toon. Co . • C. ~nd !Jn., 8th Inr. 

The citation accompanying 
the awnrd :;:ave 1his dL•scription 
or lhe action: 
• "Durini: a rL•connaissanre 'pa. 

trol his platoon was •uddenly 
enga~ed by intense machine 
gun rire hemming In the pla­
loon on lhrec sides. A defensive 
perimelrr was haslily rslab· 
lished. but · the em•my addl•d 
morlar and rocket rtn• lo 
1he deadly rusillade and as-

·Plntoon Sgt. Smith 

:~~:t~~ret~t~o:s~sition from. sev· the dl'frnse. { 

Disre.,0 arded o~ ~a£ety- ---- Enemy. massing · --
"Noting the enemy massing 

"With complele disregard for at :i weakened point on the per-
his own sarety, Sg!. Smilh !meter, he crawled Into the open 
moved lhrough the de:idly fire and poured deadly fire Into the 
along the defensive line, posi· enemy ranks. As he crawled 
tioning soldiers, dislribuling :im- on, he was struck by a rocket. 

'Miracle Division' Choppers 
pull tWo Marines from sea 

munition and encouraging his Moments later, he regained con-
ml'n 10 n•pel lhe enemy nl· sclousness, and drawing on his 
tack. rast dwindling strength, conlin· CllU LAI, (,\MERICAL) While rrom the America! Divl-

"Struck to the ground .by en· . ued lo crawl from man to man . . America! Division helicopter slon's 176th Aviation Co. llav-
emy tire which caused a sev- - · "When he could move n~ rar-- _ .. crews plucked two downell Ma· Ing spotted the red flare Carroll 
ere shoulder wound, he rcg:iined thcr, he chose to remain in the ri·ne P. ,·lats out of the South d d · 
his rcet, killed the enemy, sol· open where he could alert the sent up, he procec e to begin 
<lier !Ind comiuucd 10 ~i=imctcr to the ao China sea recently In a daring the rescue of the major. 

skids. Brown said, "The cn·w 
pulled me up and I hooked my 
elbow over the skid, and lock!-d 
the other arm to it through my 
harness. Then we headed ror 

about the perimeter. He was enemy. dl•play of interserv1ce coopera· arro com 
:>gain wounded in the shoulder "Sgt. Smith perished, never tlon. the rescue, "The pilot hovered Traveling al a speed or 50 

. :ind stomach but continued mov- relenting in his determined cf· k h 11 11 · t b 
ing on his knees to assist In rort against the enemy. The " The two' pilots, Ma';. Daniel · over me beautifully at about nots, 1 c uey cw ius a ave 

.----_ . Carroll and ' Lt. Ralph ' C. Brown three reel and his crewmen ~:'a~u;r:c~iY! ~~e1 ;:J"~·~,.~~~~~ · 

Plow un·covers 
Jr .. were returning from ·a mis· tossed me the rope. While did or an injun·d ankle, I let go in 

slon north · or Chu Lal when they a rantastlc job of holding the'°' about three feet or wakr ralh1·r 
r realized that there was a mal· chopper steady and ·hi• crew than over solid ground ." 

runctlon In ' their landing gear. really humped in getting me in· Praises Crew 

unusual harvest "! contacted Chu Lal 'anct' told to the chopper. The job was so Following his unusual n•sCUl'. 
·· them to i:o ahead and •roam' prorlclent . that ii seemed that nrown was quick to pr:iise the 

the• runway," Carroll said. After they had trained ror years :it prMcssional ability or the pilot 
:ibout 10 or I~ minutes. the two air-sea rescues." and crew or the Army chopper : 

"lie did a beautiful job or fly. 
DAU TIENG, (~Slh In() - To and noticed a leg sticking up. · directed their F-lB Phantom Jet ----Rescue Fails ing ... held it sleady as a rock 

engineers driving Rome plows, "! grabbed my rifle. hopped I awards the runway and the Brown's re•. cue was a 11.111 e two reel above the water." 
the job.,, is Jar !he most part arr lhe plow and went over to ·' 
routine. nu1 nol rar Spec. 5 the bunker to check it out. I cross deck arresting gear pend- more exciting . A Marine Cll -34 nut Carroll's and Brown's day 
Richard SJ rubber~. thought ii was a dead VC," he ant, which will cause the . air'· chopper first appeared Jo pick- ;~~s 1~~ ~;~~tl~::~~cJ;? 1 wn~~:~ 
Worki~~ with the 5R8th En- went on, "and then all of :i crart to come to a complete up the remaining pilot. The down lo lhe t76th Av1··11·on Co. 

gineer · n. from Dau Ti'cng, sudden it moved! I alt artcr about 200 to 250 reel " 
Strubbcr was drivin~ :i name "! just about jumped out or 

1 
. ch a pp er. having Browrr all Officer's Club and bough I re-

plow, culling down rubber trees my skin: I called Lt. Ward Out of control · hooked-up, began Jo pull him freshments rcfr Jhe company and 
near a villai:e in the Ben · Cui · -- Hamlin', my platoon.le:ider, who . --~-'.'Our speed was .slowed down up out of the water, but lhcn · especially ror While. Castle and· 
Rubber Planlalion. · 11e was called out security team, the to about so miles per · hour, -- the crart began to lose power. their ,crews. Carroll concluded 
clearing a night location rar the recon platoon of the 51h Mech. by saying, "ll was just our way 
Isl !Jn. tMechanlzedl, 5th Inr. and in the meantime I started when suddenly the pend an I The . downed pilot was dragged or thanking the Army ror help-
neat the sile where human digging him out. broke, causing our alrcrart to by the Cll-34 as" It sank to the ing out two Marines ." 
wave and mortar atlacks had "! had caved In the bunker, . go out or ·control and start to water. lie disl•ngaged himself, 
occurn•d raur limos in the last almost surrocatlng him. Whl'n skid sideways," Carroll con· then the chopper regained its 
ID days. / I got him out I waved my shirt tinucd. "~ly choice at this time pow1•r and moved out or lhe 

"We had been culling down over him to give him air. He 
rubber trees ther~ the day be' was wounded in the hand, arm was lo hit · the burners and -.1- war. 
rare. :· stated Strubber'g, '.'and and head, but was well band· tempt to get the aircraft arr the All this time another Ameri-
we had lert a row or trees aged. He was real young and ground. I believe vie did :i rirst cal chopper, piloted by Capt.. 
standing near the villagers' gar· dressed in an NVA -uniform." in aviatiorl""history, when we got Herman Castle from the ?lst 
den. A dust-arr was c~cd :ind 

"We planned to cut the rest they took him to Tay Ninh. the :iirrrart arr the ground with· .-\vialion Co .. was circling the 
and ihl'n cut down that last row Lt. Word Hamlin slated, "The nut l~nding gear." an-a. Wh1•n he saw that lhe 
without damaging the villa~er's 51h Mech. killed 37 VC and NVA "While I· pn·pared ror our · Marine choppl'r was unable Jo 
crops. I started plowing down here last night when they hil 
the row, when I pushed over our night Jagger. position. No ejl'clion, llrown hl'<H..ll'<l the air· make the pick-up he tmmedl· 
one big tree and it came out doubt he was one or the wound· cr:irt out lowards the sea. We ately lowered his crart to about 
or the ground, roots and all. - · ed. - bottrejrct1'd aboul a hair mil<' lwo feet above the water. 
Then I saw a hole underneath "He probably saw that re from shore ." 
the tree. maining row of trees and fig. 

"! raised up in my scat and urcd we woulda't cut it down, The rirs t chopper lo the scene 
:saw it wa" a welt-made bunkrr but we surprisl"r! him." 'A':1·• ' 1•:!l of WOl James M: 

There was no rope aboard 
Castle's chopper so the pilot 
was rarced to hold onto lhe 
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Vietnam ;Comm·u·riiq.ue 

--25t-h~hits-hartl a-t~NVA--
25th lnl Div hd~oph•r J:Unshlp l'rl"\\'S Crom thl· llfith thrOU).:h lht• llnl'S or lht• odvonrin).: sol· Combut AVhulon (;roup 1H' l'OUnh·d ror 16 ' 

As.ult Jll•lic.'oph•r Co., :?69th Combut llh·rs . Hut onc.·o nutsh.ll• thl'lr protet:tlve Vll'l Coni.: th.•tut umt sunk 30 sumpuns \ 
Tiw ~5th Inrunll·y Division rl'llOl'lrd AVfllon Un; joined l'il'llll'lllS or the Znd bunkl'rs, lht')' bt•enmt• tur~t'ls ror ~round In • dU)' or Sl'Olh·n·d 01\l'OUnler~ lhrou~h .. n+. 12th tnr. In a rour·hour battle south· rorct•S und ~unshlp crrws from Troop I>, out lhl• Mt•kon~ n .. 11 • • Thl• . ~roup rl" killing 1~ t.lnemy sOldlt•rs in a \n'i'k o( 

modtrule to hro\')' righting. ,.. or Dou Tlt·n~ . Jrd Squadron , Sth Armored Cav . In addl· porlt•d 77 enemy dt•alhs durln~ lhe w1•1·k . 
lion lb iht• llR killt•d, el~hl Vlrl Con~ In 0 st•rlts or .t•onlucls rive miles 

surn·nd1•red under lht• Chleu llol pro-In u b<llllr nt•ar Tran~ nan~. t•I•" 4.. 9th Inf. Dt"v south or Sa 1'ec, 'h<'llcopler crewmen of 
m1·nls or lht• 2nd Rn .. 12th lnr. \Wrt' ~rum . lht• 7th Squadron, Isl Air Cuvulry' s 

sw1-epin~ out from their ni~hl defrnslvt• Ninth tnranlry Dl\'lsion troops killt'll In anolht•r action , t•lghl mlh•s north· ·Troop C n•porh·d klllln~ H Vll•I Con~ 
llfosilions wht•n ' lht')' madt• contact with ISO ' enemy soldiers. Including llR In a m•st or Ton An, soldlt•rs of the 91 h In- soldiers., Ground units sw<•t•pin~ an an•a 
a JarJ.:l' ~forth Vletnamrse (orrt• . Thl' tn- two-day op('raUon tn' th~ ~frkong Deltn . seve-n mih•s southwt•st o( Hal·h Gia, tht' 
rnntrymt•n hit tht• t!n.t•my with smnll Th<' opt•rotlon began wht•n Co. n. 1st rantry .nlvlslon ~t·unwd with t•h•mt•nts or .. sct•m.• or an t'Brlh.•r .lilrlkt• b)' J,.:Un s hlp~. 
arms ond aulomallc wrapons !ire while Bn ., !&th Inf. was lnst•rlt•d lnlo 0 "hot" Troop A, lrd Squadron, !7th Air Cav. 10 lora1&d the bodies or t·l~hl VC evidt·ntl)' 
artillery, gunship cr•ws and Air Force landing zon•. In the ensuing firefight, pursue an estlmall'd enemy battalion. killed ·In that action. 

I h d .. ~ h NV• r They killed 16 enemy soldiers. · 
lactica fig ters poun "" I e 1 ' ' orce. three helicopters were downed by small . 

·"~·•c---" ---Th~·actlon ·" accounted --for-• IOS .• enemy .: ·:arms""' and' autoniatlc " w~apons " flr~.'· s1x"" ....... .. :. : ... · ·-·America/ Div .. ~-- -·· -~-· - ------- J 01st -Abrr-Dlv ·-------· 
deaths . more companies from the lrtl Brigade 

Thirl<'<'n enem)' soldiers were killed were brought Into the area and succeed-
In · 3n unsuccessrul attack on a division t•d In surrounding the enemy. Alrstrlkes 
fire support base north of Due Hoa . The and artillery were called In lo pound 
Isl Bn.. 8th Artillrry met the ground the enemy. 

and mO!'tar altack with howitzers in the A sweep oC the area began the next 
60-mlnute batlle. Nln~leen enem)' troops morning, and contact was quickly re-«-' 
""'re killed on the same day In ' other labllshed. As the pressure of the sweep 
scaltt•rrd acllons. mounted, the\ enemy began leaving their 

Fourteen enemy soldiers dit'll when bunkers In \fill • attempt lo lnrlllralc· 
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Aml'rlcel forces reported !OR Commu· 
nlsls killed In a week markt'd by the 
launching ~r . Duke':i Glade, a r•con­
naissance·ln-forcc operallon which ac­
countt'd !or iv enemy fatalities In the 
nrst live days . 

The operation Is being conducted by a 
unit from the 4th Bn., 21st Inf. under the 
operational control or the 19Gth Light In· 
fant'ry Brigade. The mission Is centered 
In ·a mou'ntalnous..,:-eglon II miles south· 
we.I of Ho! An . 

· / Elements of the !st Infantry Division 
killed 79 enemy soldiers during seven 
days of moderate fighting . 

. Elements or the Isl Squadron, 4th Ar­
mored· Cav. made contact with an est!-

. . ...... ::. ___ mated NVA company In the thick rubber 
trees two mlles southwest ol An Loe. 
Later, Troop A. moved Into tl'le area lo 

1st Avn Bc/e 

search for the enemy force and encoun-
tered grenade and small arms fire from . 
a well·cnlrcnchcd enemy rorce . Several 
hours of close contact resulted in 2~ ene-
1ny klllcp. ' • 

When the · cavalrymen encountered 
the t•nemy force. Troop B moved in lo 
reinforce. As the troop swept toward the 
contact slle, It also recelvt'd heavy lire 
from a dlllel'l'nt cncmf force . The troop­
ers called artlllcry on the t•nemy posl· 
lions . Arter the barrage !Hied, the unit 
swept the.r area, rinding U en~my bodies. 

- ( "'-
1st Avn Bde 

"Screaming Eagles" or the IOlst Air­
borne Division killed nin<• enemy troops 
and caplurl'<I H individual weapon's dur­
ing ohe day or Sl'allert'd contact In Op· 
erallon Nevada Eagle, climaxing a wl'ek 
fn which 66 enemy deaths were a!lrlbut­
e'd · to the division. 

same area . 
Three c.ompanies ol the 2nd lln .. S051h 

Inf. and 2nd Bn .. S02nd Inf. reseucd the 
'pilot · and co· pilot of a · tight observation 
helicopter which crashed In the Dong 
Tuol Mountains. The two wound«! men 
had managed lo evade the encircling 
enemy before being evacuated. 

1st Cav Div 

El•menls of lhe Isl Cavalry Division 
turned up several rice cachos, killed 
seven VC and detained 13 suspects found 
' n a b110ker d11rjng a da)' of acflyily as 

part or Operation Jeb Stuart Ill. The 
week's total of enemy killed by mem - . 
hers of the division in light fighting was 

17 . ....._ . . 
South · Vietnamese Popular Forces, 

working with elements or the 2nd Bn ., 
7th Cav., engaged Viel · Cong forces In 
a graveyard six miles northeast or Camp 
Evans . T~e VC, who were bunkered in 
a sandy area, were quickly ltusht'll oul 
by the Vietnamese . soldiers . Seven VC 
were killed in the action. 

Other Action 

"Redcalchers" of the 199th Ught In­
fantry Brigade saw limited action in re­
connaissance-i n-forCe operations and1 con-

._ tinued lo destroy enemy fortilica \ions. 
The nine bunkers destroyed brought lhe 
total for operalion·s in the "PineapP..I• 
Region" south of Due ltoa lo 1,732 bunk · .. 
ers dcslroyc'd since action bt:'i:an in 1hat ... 
area in mid-Aug~sl. · 

By special hookup with Armed Fon.'L•s· 
:"oletwork In Los Angeles the World St·ri<'S 
was broadcast to military radio stations 
throughout South Vietnam, thanks large­
ly .to efforts of the . !st Signal Brigade . 

The broadcasts went from SI. Louis 
· or Detroit lo Ar'N, taped and sent by 

undt:'rSl'B cubic to Nha Tran~ and on to 
Vunl: Tuu. whl•rc lhey Wl'rc plck1.'f.I u11 
by the · Isl Sl~nat Brigade communiculion 
systems . They Wl're then relayed to 
·Armed Forces Vietnam Network in Sai-

Helicopter gunners ... lrom.....th~_l641h_gon. 



Vietnam··· Cof'.nmuniqve. 

lstJJvn C,e wskl/1152 
1st Avn Bde (1st Bc/e, 5th Inf 

lh·licoph•r cr.ew~ from th<• tst A\'ia, Rrd J>evils of th<• 1st Brigade. 5th Jn. 
tion Brigade n•ported ·killing 152 1•nemy runtry ~vision ri•port<'d killini: 30 e1wmy 
soldil'rs in m9'1rrate action during thl' · soldil'rs ' ln nor\h~rn I Corps. 
1wek. Armor and nwchanized units SUP· 

lh•licoptl'r gunners of tlw 164th Com- porti•dJ>r tactical alrstrikes and artille1;'. 
bat Al'iation GrOUJl rl'port1•d killing 52 ~tta_ckM l'nemy posilions ·two mil<•s north 
VC In onl' da)' in t!!c largest aviation ·~ Thil'n. killing 2K NVA soldiL•rs . 

diers called in alrstrik1-s· and artilh·ry. 
At first · light . ll1l' infantrynll'n starkd 
moving' into the ril'l•·paddit•d arl'a north· 
l'ast uf Trang llan~ . Fii:htini: rai:ed . 
lhroui:hnut llw morning, A swrt•ti of lhe 
an•a produced 2ij Cnt'lll)' bodil'S, 15 of 
which Wl're creditL•cf lo the airstrik1·s . 

1st Inf Div 
action or the W<'l'k . Thi• heavll'st lighting Brigadl' rorcl's suflcrcd three kilkd 
of thl' duy involvl'd C Troop. 71h Squad· and to woundl'CI . . Big !led 01w soidil'rs from the 1st 
ron. 1st Air Cav. An clement or the 1st Dn .• Kist Inf. Infantry Division encountcr1•d light 

enemy 
An el<'lll<'llt of th" Pl\'tslon '; 2nd Rn., 

:15th Inf. found 'tl11j bodies nr %l NVA 
solclil'rs killl' b)' '1rtillcry in the Due · 
Lup an·a. ' 

A reconnaiss:lllce 11atrol lrnm lhc unit 
found 15 graVl'S southwl'st o( Due La)l. 
The gravl's and bodies were Pstimatt•d 
to be lwo wel'ks· olil and th1• rl-sult of a 
St•pt. 30 c•ontact. Annlht•r . palrol found 
1·i~ht lllOl'l' 1•nem)' bo1lrl'S. 

, 101st Abn Div In an action cent<•n•d 15 'n1iles•south· found an enemy bas<•camp area consist- 1•n1·my rcsistancl' and klill'll 1•ight eiwrn)'. 
l'ast of Vinh Long thl')' killed 17 VC and ing of 40 bU11kers and scvl'ral milM.'S thrrl' Early one morning Co. II 2nd Rn .. ParatroopPrs from the IOI st 
n·turm•d later m the day to kill six more miles northwest of Can Lo. The lxmkers 2nd Inf. began rl'l'eivmg heavr mortar D' .· . . . .· . , Airb~rni• 

-- --rn- thc._sanH!.Jlrca-They_ul.so--killed .... niuc _i~~d ~~in~:i ~'l•rc _ dt>slroyed tn plact.•. ancl .. HPG hn• on . 1t~ night derl•nsivt.~ s .1 v~sion ~ tym.ted k1llmJ.: 15 encrp) m 
ntorc t.'nl'my in scattt"red actions four to rn :fhOth('l"ilrtton:-1.1·· rorwnrd ·obsf.'n•l'r--- pos1t1o_n .. tm11t •. ol-L•u-Kh".-Wlth-the-ai<L--...:-~l n~I-~~~~:.__ ·-····-·- ·- -
six· mil~s southeast of the cit)'. The gun- spo_µ.,d sevrn NVA soldiers walking In an ~11 a light fire tt•am mid a~4>-1he . . . lJurmg a .11110-morrung a·n1b11~1n:r--
ships were flying In support of a 9th op(,n area about five miles northeast oJ .. u~Cantrynwn battlrd an ~mated JO "vC nulc.s south<'ast or Hue, a companyl from 
ARYN Infantry Division operation, Glo. Linh. Art1llcr): was called in on the h1d1n~ m a woodllnc around the com- t.h• 2'.1d Bn .• 502n<l,.Inf. killed o~c ~~my 

Gunshi'p crews lrom the 2351h Armed pos111on resulting m four enemy killed . pany s perimeter. A sweep of the area sol~1cr and . ca11tured . one 1nd1v1e:l\Ja!_ 

11 
•I' • C . revealed a tunnt•I complex containing 25 • weapon . At, the same time another ele· " 

t 1coptc: o .. 3°'.th C
0
ombat Aviation 9th Inf Div grenadl.'s, nine ffOmm mortar rounds. 12 men! lrom Urn same battalion, kil11•d '. 

Bn .. killed 16 VC, sank .8 s.ampans and RPG rounds 12 ?Smm recoilless rifle another enL•my ii!: a result of an ambush. 
destroycd . se.ven st~uctures ~n three d1f· Gunship cN!ws and Infantrymen of rounds and ~th..r cqui mcnt. eight miles southl'ast of Hue. Later tn· the 
fercnt a1rstr1kes b> heavy fire teams. the 9th Infantry Division killed 135 tmcmy P same day the same dcmcnt sprang an· 

On another day gunship crews lrom during the week. · 1st A· C D · · other ambush, killing two more enem)· 
---the -16-lth - reportl'<l -killlng.45-enemy.sol~lnJhe_week~s_largesl action ~5 enem)' · Ir a.v IV • · 

dlers. destroying 27 fortifications and soldiers were reported killed rn severar Skrtroopcrs ,or the !st Cava if)·~- -;-- • 199th ·Light lnl Bcle -· ... 
sinking 30 sampans. actions scattered throughout the Mekong slon reported killing eight enemy during n d 

In a ballle 12 miles so~theast or Can Delta and southern Ill Corps. the week. k e . cat~hers of the 199th Light Jn. 
Tho gunship crews lrom A Troop 7th In one o( th se actions lnfanlrymen or A 7.500 pound rice cache was Un· rantry Brigade ktlled 16 enemy soldiers 

flying In support or 21st ARYN Infantry . miles south-s theast o( Go Cong City. <:av In raise gravi•s Cl II" north of , While on patrol Clve miles soulh of 
Squadron, !st Air cav killed 37 VC: .;.,hile lhe 2nd Brli:_a e 'swept an Island nine earthed by clements 'o,e 2nd Dn., 7th during .the week. . 

Divis ion soldiers and Vietnamese ma· ·· Air cavalr · oopers lrom the 3rd Squad· · Camp Evans . Due Hoa, a light Clre team supportlni; 
rines . ron. 5th ' rmored Cav, while sweeping 4th Inf Div lhc ID9th received i:round fire from eight 

The crew or a gunship lrom the 92nd t • d, came across and enemy force . . . . . . enemy soldiers In four sampans. The 
. Assault Helicopter Co., !Oth Aviation Bn.. late In the day and killed seven fleeing Iv~ men r1om the ~th Inrantry D1vls1on helicopter gunners engaged the VC and 

tasted unother aspect o( the war when VC. A s~arch o( the area by Infantrymen killed eight 1•ncmr In thelr ' arl'a or op- reported klilln~ six and sinking two 
a'h cm<•rgcncy call sent It scurrying to a lrom the 4th !In., 47th Inf., resulted In . erntlon , sumpans. 
jungle mountainside near Bao Loe_,,, 15 more enemy killed and 20 suspects de­

tained, Including two women nurses. 
. The call was In response to an ARVN - On another day gunship crews and 
-appeal- to- medevac--a-wounded-Vlet-rnrantfymer\"tlrmbln-ed- 1o-· kt11 41 enemy 

namese soldier. The crew qulckly In an action five mlles west o( Rach 
stripped the ship's guns and headed .for Klen. · 
t.he site. Once on the ground a litter was The action In the Rach Klen area got 

. Improvised and the wounded soldier slid underway around 8 a.m. when Air Force 
Into the )IPBfe sep~ratlng · the pilots from tac.tlcal alrstrlkes and artillery; acting on 
the d~~f/;nners slot. A few minutes reports of enemy In the area were called 
later t e v_l9tnamese was receiving aid In. Elements of ' the 2nd Bn., 39th Jnr. 
111.Jh!_ a ..!J<><: dispensary. were Inserted In the wake of the air· 

America/ Div 
strikes · and artillery to form a triangle 
sealing avenues of escape. 

· · The terrain, dense with palm growth, 
In moderate action during the week muddy and pocketed - with artillery ·and 

Amerlc11I Division forces killed 128 bomb craters, alowed the advancln11 Jn. 
l'nemy. . ranlrymen, but they pushed . ahead ac· 

In their largest action or . the' ·week. counting ror 25 enemy killed. 
America! Division soldiers and support· . Guns hip crews rrom the 3rd Squadron, . 
Ing gunship crewa. accounted ;for. 38 171h·Alr Cav. were credited with 10 more 
enemy kllled ·ln· scottcred contacls · ln ·the-enemy-kllled. , . , ----
southern portion of the I Corps Tactical Earlier, an element or the l 2nd·Bn .. 
Zone. . . 80th Inf. engaged seven enemy, . killing 

The rugged hllls and dense jungles In six. ,. . ··' " . ·. :·· . · .·~-·: ~ : .. 
western Quan11 Ngal Province were the .,_, · · l~. ·.'· ·'.." r '·,. .. 
•cene. or several contacts as soldiers or .. · -: :·;25th Inf Div : ... , , .. · : 
the I Ith Light lnCantry Brigade reported • "'J' · : · ·, 'i -• · - · · , · · ~ ' · : ".:. · · 
kllllrlg 24 VC. The fighting began· when a · Tropic Llghlnlng 1oldler1 or the 25th 
company from the 3rd Bn .• Isl InC. en· lnlantry Division reported ldlllng 148 
countered an enemy force four miles enemy durln11 the week. .. , . 

101st Ab~ Div 

America/ Div 

•· 

south o( Quang Ngal City. In the brief ·· The soldiers combined wlth_paratroop-
llrellght that · ensued - stx ·· enemy :Were-en-from -1he · IOUt · Airborne Dlvtalon's ----
kllled. · . 3rd Brigade · and support1n11 11un1hlp 

A shorl time later another compa'ny · crews · accounted Cor . 80 enemy In one . • . 
from the same battalion was combat· day's action. The Screaming Eagles 101· 
assaulted InlQ the area by helicopter ' dlen were under the .operational control) 
crews from the !14th Assaull'llellcopter·- of . the 151h .Dlvlslon •. .- · ' - --- - .. · •.• _ ... 1st 'lnl Div . 
Co. As the ground troops advanced they · Action be11an wlien elements oC the 
began to receive heavy lire from an area 2nd ;~ Bn., 12th . Jnr. and paratroopers 
·to their front. . ~ came under Intense small arma and RPG 

Action co.ntlnued throughout lhe. morn· fire at I a.m. three miles northeast of 
Ing u the troops fought both severe Trang Bang. The soldiers returned the 
thunderstorms and the enemy. After con· . fire ~s artlllery supported them. The 
tact wu broken a sweep or the area enem) force. estimated to be a . rein· 
produced 12 . vc dead. six ' Individual forced company, fought back with a 35· 
weapons and one RPG launcher round barrage of mortar fire. The con-

s !di r h 
8 

h · tact continued until 4:30 a.m. . - · 
o ~rs . o t e 19 I Light Infantry At first light the U.S. forces swept out 

Brigade s Isl Bn.. 8th l'nr. treated 181 from their positions to comb the area. By 
Vietnamese following a cordon .and ,.. 4: 40 they had round 80 NVA dead, and 
se_arch or a vlllage west or Chu Lal. · 32 individual and one crew-served weap-

Amerlcal Division · forces reported ons. U.S. casualties . In the action·· were 
killing 10 VC, capturing 5,000 pounds of .even wounded. . 
rice and killing one leopard In another Two miles . to the north, where 67 
da)" s action. enemy were killed earlier. a continuing 
, . ~~!~ ?~~~ ~!!?~! ~~. 4 ~!le~~~~ ~· ~weep ?' . !~!: "rt!~ !!ncovered 200 BOmm 

. " i;"•11r• "'hth•r t,_.., t.,)d•"\"r.ec1~•••1!i411•• i'.Jill...t,, 11111 I 11"1111 •1ti!lliUQS Bild ii ihiif~. 181 n., 9' In . 1hot an k 1: a 1rown ·-~It• iota for lfi wo=a•Y ••Uon stand• 

· the unit's night position '·and Rogers suflered ~ ' If nd lJ ·wounded. 

PHO 

\ 
leopard. The leopard came· too close to at H7 en~l'hlle U.S. forces 

brought it down with one perfectly placed: IA._ J . . · ·· .;\tion arouml an 
. ___ shot_ through_ the_ heart. · ·e11_e~~C41!8 · .1.~~:._Dl~ls_I_o_n sol· " \ 
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