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Vietnam Communiq.ue Oct. 22 to Oct. 28 -
1st Btle; 5th Inf kills 300 

America/ Div ·in s~ttered contacts Cl'ntcred 10 miles the Isl Dn .. 8th Cav 10 miles south of the area while !t11er infantrymen were 
northwest of Tra Vinh . · . Quang Tri City. Pltckaged in boxes were air-Inserted. An Air Force forward air 

In a week of moderate action Ameri- On the. same day a helicopkr from ~ ~. 75mm n ·collless riOe rounds, 15, RI controller directed airstrlkcs, which were 
cal Dil"lsion soldJers reported \: llling 153 the 16th Combat Aviation Group's 71st mm mortar rounds, seven rock••t rounds credited with kllilng three cnemv. 
enemy soldiers . Dn .. Hth Combat Aviation Dn. w~s sum- and two ca>t•s of .30-callber ammunition . Fourteen other enemy were ki11cd by 

On Oct . 25th Infantrymen -fi'llln the maned to an Opcrat~lngton Trail 199th Inf Bde the advancing Infantrymen. There were 
19ath Light Infantry Drigade accounted area to evacuate a rice cache captured two U.S. soldier wounded In the action. 
for 22 enemy and captured 16 Individual by the 198th .Light Infantry Brigade. As The 199th Light' Infantry Drii;ade 

· weapons while operating in the Wheeler/· the helicopter touched down it came found the bodies of 23 enemy soldiers 11th Cav 
Wallowa area . ' under intense enemy fire. seized hve tndlvldual weapons and Th h I. d C 1 , R . 

On the same da)' elements of the 19Sth" Door gunners returned the fire killing destroyed 20 bunkers in action in the e lit rmore ava r> egiments 
Light Infantry Brigade killed two VC. eight ·vc. The wounded pilot managed to southern "Pineapple Region ." Air Force aero-rifle platoon (ARP) killed three. VC 

• . detainrd five suspects and captured 21, · -ltllot the chopper back to the base. tncllcal nlrstrike' were directed Into a and captured ~ l ot~c~s durlns: a Sl:r)es 
-=··--· z -- ~.J>O~n~_ot.,m~ in .s~.1!.l,!_e~ed-~o~!a£~.......Jn.an_.action .. earller_in .• lhe_w_eek_!ifli,.:_positlon 15 miles west of Saigon. Follow- ~r llg~tlng-quick raids east of La• Khe 

· m the Operation Burlington Trail area. copter crews from lhe 336th Assault Heli- lng· the'""ll!rstrlkes;--elements-fronr1he"%n~es*er . @:!'..~--·- - - · -- -- ,.-:;1r..a.,.;·,;--,.....~= 
The ric'e was found in several locations copter Co., 13th Combat Aviation Bn., Bn., 3rd Inf. were Inserted. They found cuon egan ~ en an enemy so ier 
with the largest cache . discovered just 1114lh Combat Aviation Group reported the bodies of four enemy in heavy brush, was captured beside a tunnel complex .. 
south o( Chu Lal amounting to eight tons. killing 10 VC, sinking 59 sampans and along with five individual weapons . The detainee was questioned and rc-

The next day soldiers of the 190th destroring 17 structures while supporting The Infantrymen also destroyed 16 vealed the location of oth~r ene'y soldl-
Light Infantry Brigade found three rice ARVN infantry operations Jn the area bunkers in the same area . Company A' ers .hT.he hhellbome cdav,alr> :;'~n 1 ~C took 
caches totalling 13.llOO pounds in areas · from the 3rd Bn., 7lh Inf. engaged two to t eir c oopers an oun our .. • one 
west o( Tam Ky and southwest of Hoi 1st Cav Div VC during a reconnaissance-in-force mis- of whom told of more VC hiding '" 
An. In addition they killed eight VC and sion south of Saigon. One VC was ktlled. thick brush . . h Ii 
captured one Individual weapon in scat· I~ a week or scattered light action 1 I f D" Again the troops boarded their e . 
tered rontacts. . Slcytroopers of the Isl Cavalry Division sf n IV copters and surprised 10 VC. As the 

---------1- ,- A--n-J lcillod -14--'lncmy-whlle-uncovcring.sevcr---Blg_Red_One_soldJ~rs-oLthc_lst_ln::__ hcllcopters landed fighting began. Three 
S ,.. vn cae al caches of rice. fan try Division· killed 124 enemy in VC were killed .and-seven detained dunng- -

· Helicopter crews o( the !st Aviation Elements of lhe !st Bn., 12th •Cav. moderate action. the brief firefight . 
Brigade reported killing 42 enemy sold!· operating five miles northeast o( Quang On Oct. TT elements of the !st Brigade The detainees were believed to be 
ers and sinking U sampans . Tri City, found J.000 pounds o( paddy found the bodies i or 23 enemy soldiers members of an enemy mortar section 

On Oct. . 25 helicopter gunship crews rice lying on lhe ground. The clce was near a night defena~· position 11 miles The weapons captured in the engage-
(rom the 1114th Combat Aviation Group evacuated for redistribution to Vietnam- cost of Katum In Ninh Province. ment Included two mortars, seven in· 
reported killing seven enemy, sinking five ese civilians. Thot brought the total led In that areo divlduol weapon• Including a pi•tol and 
sampans and destro)ing 25 enemy for· Another rice cache was found by the In a two-day period to 3. numerous munitions. 
tifications . · 2nd Bn., 7th Cav. when the)' discovered 4th Inf Div d · G 

Chopper crews from the 336th Assault two bunkers eight m~rth of Camp 23r Arty P 
llelicopler Co .• 13th Combat Aviation" Bn. Evans .. A search of Ilic bunkers revealed lvrmen o( the 4th Infantry Division Elements or the 23rd Artillery Grou1> 

• reported killing two VC, sinking four 3,500 pounds o! paddy rice. encountered light action during the week kllied seven VC and destroyed scveru l 
sampans and destroring 13 fortifications A weapons cache wos uncovered br kllilng 40 ·enemy soldiers. enemy emplacements. 

On Od. 27 4th Division soldiers and Firing from Dau Tieng, Battery•A, Isl 

IOlsl Airborne 

America/ 

supporting gunship crews killed 20 enemy Bn., 27th Artillery teamed with a forward 
In a contact southwest of Plelku ; air controller from the battalion lo kill 

llellcopter gunship crews from Troop seven VC and destroy one ox-cart. The 
C. 7th Squadron, 17th Air Cavnlry re· FAC had observed the VC und the ox· 
celved small arms fire while (lying a cart they had been uslnt: to transport 
reconnaissance mission southwest of supplies in an area four miles north of 
Plelku. An aero-rifle platoon was Inserted Dau Tieng. Circling the area, the • FAC 
Into the area while elements of the 2nd wp_lked the artillery in on to the ~roup 
Bn., 8th Inf. moved Into a blocking post- b<\fore they could disperse, killlnl: all 
lion. Contact was lost at 6: 45 p.m. when 
the enemy withdrew. A sweep produced 
20 NVA bodies and one crew-served and 

· two lndlvlduol weapons . 
The next day while In a night position 

the 2nd Dn. again came In contact with 
the enemy-. As they received ground pro· 
bes on lhelr perimeter. An Air F'orce 
C-17 Spooky gunship was called to the 
scene and commenced to rake the aren 
with heavy fire which set oH three sec­
ondary explosions. lvymcn reported they 
could hear bodies being dragged from 

· the area, • 
A sweep the next morning revealed 19 

bodies. In addition, 69 field packs, 59 
grenades g weapons, 600 rounds of small 
arms ammunition and 70 assorted mortar 
rounds were located . 

1st Bde; 5th Inf 
· Red Devils of the !st Brigade, !st 

Bn .. 61st Inf. reported ·killing 297 enem)' 
soldiers In two days o( fierce fighting . 

Continuing an action that began on 
Oct. 25 lhe Infantrymen reported killing 

__ ,_ seven NVA whileartlllery and Air Force 
tactical alrstrlkes supporting them ac­
counted4or 58 more NVA soldiers. 

The area of the contact, a small NVA 
basecamp consisting of six buildings 
cilnnected · by trenches , contained 2.300 
pounds or rice, 100 pounds q/ medical 
supplies, 25 rounds or 60mm mortar am· 
munition and 850 rounds of small arms 
ammunition . · 

9th'lnf Div · 

seven . . 
In other action, two batteries frem 

the 2nd nn., 32nd Artillery Ii red success- ·., 
Cul missions. !lottery A fired Its 175mm ' 
guns, destroylnt: an enemy tunnd com­
plex . . From Dau Tieng, Datt cry C fired 
its elt:ht-lnch howlt zl'rs onto an enemy 
bunker complex , destroying it. 

25th Inf Div 
Soldiers of the 25th lnfuntry Di vision 

killed 79 ·enemy In a week or moderate 
fighting . . 

Helicopter gunship crews and ground 
forces from the nth Infantry Di vision 
kllicd 33 enemy, while Air Force alr­
•lrlkes, In support of the divis ion, ac­
counted for nine more. 

Nine miles northwes t of Trang Dang 
gunship crews from C Trltgp, 3rd Squad· 
ron, 17th Air Cavalry observed 16 ene­
my soldiers . They Immediately engaged 
the enemy while clements of the ~th Dn ., 
9th Inf. were being airlifted to the loca­
tion . A rtrefight followed as the infantry­
men landed in the hot landing zone. 

- When contact broke, 11 enemy had been 
killed . There· were no American 1·asuali · 
tics. 

101st Abn Div 
Members of the !Dist Airborne Divi­

sion killed 143 encm)' soldiers in a week 
o( moderate action. 

The paratroopers added 93 enemy to 
the list of kills Jn Operation Ncvatlu 

·Eagle. The 3rd Brigade's Isl Bn., 506th 
Soldiers of lhe 9th Infantry ' Division Inf. discovered a small enemy base camp 

kllied 81 enemy in modrate action. 10 miles south of Hue. A search or the 
·on Oct. %7 elements or the division 's area turned up 80 enemy bodies. 

ht Brigade, supporting gunship crews In other action, . paratroopers of the 
and Air Force tactical alrstrlkcs account· 2nd Bn., 50lst Inf. reacting to a probe of 
ed for 33 enemy killed. their night position, ~illed two NVA and 

At noon, elements of the !st Brigade captured their weapons 22 miles south­
were air and water-ass!!_ul!,cd into an east of Hue. Operating in the same area, 
area around the Nha Ile River, five another company of the battalion kllletl 

· mlles east oC Can GJuoc. Gunship crews one more NVA and capturt.-d his weapon . 
from A Troop, 3rd Squadron, 17th Air Other action in the 3rd Brigade's area 
Cav. made Initial contact with an enemr of operations resulted In lhe discovery or 
force and kllled IS. Elements from the seven enemy bodies 10 miles southeast of 

• 3rd Bn., 30th Jnr.. using U.S. Navy Hue and the capture of one mortar and 
- ---------- --- - --- ---- - ------ --- -..:...-- - ---armored- troop-<!arrlers.-advanced - inlo- five.Jndividual _weapons ________ _ 

··-·--
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Smokey.prevents fire 
from overcomin' Gls 

CAMP E.\GLE, (!Ohl ARN) smoke hetwecn the landing zone 
-Like ·his furry-(uccd, name· and likely ene"'7 gun positions. 
sake in Yellowstone Park, the Before the sinokcs~rcen has 
!Olst Airborne Division's a ch'Y'ce to clsperse, half a 
"Smoke)'" de\'oles his life to dozen troop-car r )'in i: llue)' 
preventing fire. "slicks" deposit enough para· 

There i< a diHcrence, thou~h. troopers to secu re the Jandin~ 
In the rkt• 11 addles, jun~le• zone for the main landing force . 
and mounlaans surrounding There is no way to gauge the 
llue, "fire" means AK-47s. .50 number of Screaming Eagle 
caliber Chicom m:irhine guns , Jives "Smokey" has saved, but 
and Rimm. mortars fo rged in rnan v soldiers have said they 
llanoi. fet•I 

0

111uch safer on combat ns-
A few ... rconds lwfore n di\'i · ~mulls. wht'n ll1e ·srnokc-hillowlng 

slon romh:it ass .ault. H wind hird . !~ads the way. 
t.·ondltion-. prr111i1, a Ull·l hcli· The handful of pilots and 
copter iicknamecl .. Smokey" crewmrn who fl\· the "Smokev" 

-~··~·.-~~swoops= n • 81oni: - thl'· la nd ing -·'missions- (or · th~- IOl•t ·Assault 
10ne at ~rasstop Je,·ei. Jftolicopter Bn. have becoml' 

Using a spbcial oil pump at· aviation's e<tuivall'nl to the in· 
tache<l to 1he c:troppcr'.'i super- fanrry poinlrnan. 
heated e'haust, "Smokey" ia)·s "If ii turns. out to be a hot 
clown a sohd wall or while landing: zone, we're the Hrst to 

know about it," says CWO 
Charles W. Patison. · ·Pafl·entS To 1a)' the best possible 
smokescreen. ··smoke)'" pilots 
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UH-1 HELICOPTER lays down a smokes­
creen, providing cover fo r a combat assault 
by the !Olst Airborne Div~on's Co. C, 2nd 
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lOlst Abn Photo 

Bn., 506th Ahn. Inf. The helicopters fly 
slower than usual to lay a good smoke 
screen, making a good target for the enemy. 

must !h· slower than usual and ------------------as- 101ras-posslble . . ~:.::.:::.....::.:.:.:::_ _____________________________ .:_ ______________ _ 

Stay Cool "Other pilots WOTr)' about Lone spectator 
· anti-aircraft lire," Patison says. 

"We hav e Jhut problem too, hut · 'X · ch• -. H • 
LONG RINI!, (US.\RV) - Pa­

tients throughout II, Ill and IV 
Corps art• t•njoyini: the cool air 
rrom 200 new air-conditioning 
units just acquired by the 44th 
MMic<1l Brigade. 

"It's a tremendous aid to "the 
comfort or the patil'nt and his 
ability to recovt•r," •nlcl Sic. 
Joseph F. Crowle)', assistant 
chief wardmaster . or the 24th 
Evacuation llospltal at Lone 
Dinh po<t. - - l 

Crowley's hospitn( h.:as one or 
man)' to bmdlt from a $30,000 
crant Central Welfare Fund 
grant for the air-conditioners. 

The first units went Into op­
erating rooms without alr-condl· 
tlonlng racllltles, nnd then to 
r!'Covery rooms and so on down 
a lis t of priorities Sl'l up by 
Col. James R. Kenny, S4 or the 
44th l\flodlcal Brigade. 

-·~::·"'·: .. 
- ··--·-- -.:!.t..'.--..:. ....... ..: .. ·· ·~~- · · 

~~~r~1~~dw;:~~a3~,t ~o:dr~:l~t; Courtmen net one 1eu 01 
"Smokey l• Ji~htly nrmed, 

but by no means helpless. 
• As Patlson drops the chopper 
down to start the smoke run, 
he gives the word for his door­
gunners lo he~in "suppressive 
fire ." 
Swlvellln~ their turret-mou nt· 

ed machine cuns, Spec. 4 Jomes 
W. Schlipp und Pre. Ronald C. 
Ellsworth sprar bushes, hedge­
rows and "'Crl"l'k bnnks to dls­
coura~e snipers. In the co-pilot-. 
sent, ready to tnke over in an 
emer~ency, WO\ Ron a Id A. 
Carl srurches the area nhend 
10 spot ln rgets for the gunners. 

"Usually we don't ~et shot 
nt," Pntlson sold. " l think may· 
he the noise, the wind, the 
•moke · nnd all those M60 trac­
ers !!yin~ nround shnke 'Char· 
"Ile' up n bit." 

QUANG TRI, (!st Air Cnv)­
Whlle engaged in a friendly 
game of basketball recently, 
three men from Co. n. Rth 
Enulnccn On. suddenly re­
alized, to thei r complete sur-

p)·ise, that they had an audience 
of one. 

The lone spectator was 17· 
year-old Nguyen Thi Cuc, form· 
L•rly n cook ror the headquarter. 
:1ccllon of tho 2nd North Viel· 

Wagon-wheel defense 
is still best · protection 

namcsc Rt.•t:iment, a (llember or 
the 7th Liberation Front. 

''Someone had just made a 
sho t and I grabbc'll !he rebound, 
turnL'll und I ~ucss we all sow 
her ul the !Same time," recalled 
Spec. 4 Greg I' . Ring . 

"She was kneeling down by an 
old Icebox near the mess hall 
40 feet from us," he continued. 

The slim, ohy young girl hnd 
mudc her way into lhe perimeter 
of the 2nd Brigade's new home, 
Landing Zone (LZ) Nancy,. 12 
miles southeast of here. She was 
Jntcnl on surrendering to the 
first US forces she encountered. 

"I storied toward her, but l~t 
Ring go first oince he has been 
here 1onger and I figured he had 
more cxpcrJcncc than me," said 
Pre. Jomes A . Heinz, a newcom­
er In country . 

, As the trio · ran towards the 
scared girl, they yelled, "Chleu 
llol, Chi cu llol." When ohe stood 
up the engineers realized she 
hod u bug In her hund . 

"She mi ght hove had a oatchcl 
charge or grenade, we didn 't 
know. I almost r:rn for my 
rHle," said Ring. 

" I think she w:\s as sc:.ircd us 
we were," remarkl•d !)pee. ~-I 
J acinto Marrero. 

After sea rchini: the girl and 
assuring themselves that she 
was unarmed , the trio proudly 
turned their prize over to the 
military police, and relurned to 
their ball game. 

Interrogation of lhe South 
Vietnamese miss revealed that 
she hud trudged fo r 2 <fays 
throu~h the hills and jungles or 
Unsc Area 101 bt'forc tL•achint,: 
the LZ and offered to relate her 
knowlc.t.lgc of the area an<l her 
unit to allied troops. 

Capt. John Stnckhaus. the en· 
ginecr company commarulc:r, 
sa i<l about the unusual rncident, 
" ... the guys r,eally act ed rool 
in the face of po.ssiblt· danger. 
They reacted quil'kly and i11tl'l­
ligently." 

"l really believe wh;it made 
her pick our partic ular ~11Ta wus 
the fact that she could smell the 
great chow our mess hall was 
preparing al the time,'· he con· 
eluded. 


