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Vietnam Commu.nique-, ·Oct 27-Nov 3 

--A-ttion slows in all four cQrps 
America/ Div 

Soldiers of the America! Dh·lslon kill· 
ed 235 enemy soldiers In the Wt<'k 's 
huvlest . fighting ._ 

Octob<-r list the troopers killed +I 
entmy in a widely S<"attered <"Onla<"I . The 
a<"Uon took place In the southern portion 
of the . I Corps Ta<"llcal Zone. · 

r 
t'ngagJ. a lone tnt•mr sold.it·r in lh t• 
same area. 

1st Inf Div 
Troopers of the Isl lnfnntry Divis ion 

killed 100 In a week of moderate act ion. 
Big Red One soldiers along with air 

and artillery elements ac<"Ounted for 42 
enemy kllled In a battalion-size uction 
Oct. 31. ·Late In the morning the' Isl Bn., 

honvy llre which set orr three secondary 
explosions. At the <"Oncluslon of the 
fighting, the soldiers said they could hear 
bodies being drug from the scone .• 

A sweep of the area In the morning b)' 
the mechanized troops revealed 19 bodies. · 
In addition, 69 lleld packs. 59 Chlcom 
grenades. 6 crew served weapons , 600 
rounds of small arms ammunition, 70 as­
sorted mortar rounds and a significant 
amount o( e xplosiv!'s were locnh'<i. 

~ . 
Ebcwh1.•re , n nlcht ambu~h cl l'hll•nt of 

the 2nd lln .. 60th Jnr. detained three 
suspects, while another ambush el<'menl 
from the 2nd Do., mh Inf. killed one VC. 

Cavalrymen from A Troop, 3rd Squad­
ron, 17th Cavalry killed four more <•ne· 
my In widely scattered contacts. Two 
suspects were detained and one lloi 
Chanh receiv,•d by soldiers from the 2nd 
Bn.1 39th Inf., Opl•ralin~ near Rach Kien . 

11th Cav . . Troopers Crom the - !st Squadron, Isl "%nd Inf. engaged a force of NVA rt>gulars 9th Inf Div 
A red c . d ti 1 1 1 as the battalion operated In a jungle area . . , 

. rmo a~ .• un er opera _ona co~ ro outside their night defensive position 17 . The 11th Armored Cava Ir)' Rt'g1menl s 
·-- ol __ the _llth_ Light _Infantry Bngade. killed miles northeast . of Tay Ninh City. The Old Rcll":ble soldiers of the 9th In· nero;rine platoon kill,·d. thrt'e VC and 

' ' \ 

. -·-=23·vc-··ci ·· · .. c "NVA~f· 1df~ ·n·--·11 -J't>d=·1 r t bat led·· h ·- I . fantry Div1S1on killed 138 m a week of delamed 11 others during a s.-r1es of 
an one 1 0 e . n sea e n an rymerr- 1 t e ~nemy · or ... a -- ·moderate- contact• wlt.t> lho.- enemy .... · •. "•· - 'u lli:htnlng.qluck" raids· east ·of !;at Khe Oct -= - ~.-~ .. 

. contacts. The soldiers also detained 21 short lime before the enemy lorce broke Soldiers of the 9tli lnlnntry Division •s . · · 
suspttls. lound two tons or rice and coNVnAtac,t. The tslloldie~sctth:~s ':::.'::i~u~~ and supporting eleme~ts killed 43 ·VC In " • . Action benan when an «nem" soldier 

red · div!d 1 All f orce un <"On a widely scattered acllons late Nov 3 ~ . ' captu one in ua weapon. 0 ed when the enemy became pinned dowri and 4• . · was captured beside a. tunnel complex. 
the action centered in a valley 12 miles in several bunkers;· In the heaviest action t" oope 'from The detainee was questioned and reveal· 

.. west of Quang Nga! City. the lrd Squadron Sth c~/ alo~ with ed the l?Calion of other l'nemy soldiers. 
4th Inf Div ' " . The heliborne cavalrymen then took to 

Units of the 196th Llght Infantry •• Air Force tactical alrstrlkes and arhl· their choppers and lound four VC. one of 
Brigade operating in the Wheeler/Wal- SoldieN · f th 4th I f 1 D" I · lery, accounted for %3 enemy lulled In whom told where more VC were hiding • . o e n an ry iv s1on scattered actions centered In Mo Cay · 
Iowa area, killed 11 other VC In scattered killed 41 enemy soldiers. \.' and True Giang Districts In Kien Hoa In som~ thick brush . . 

- - - contact.s:--Thelnfanltymen- also-captuttd-- 'J'he-body- count - ln - the - 4th - Inlantry _ Provlnce_ A_ total!.oLH _of the enemy · Agam the troops took to their heh· - -· __ 
two Individual weapons and uncovered Dlvlllon's action on . the la Lang River killed and ~ bunkeN and 65 structures - copters and surprised 10 VC. As the 

It miles southwest of Plelku rose to 37, destroyed wero credl~lhc airstrlkeo helicopters landed fighting began . Three 
one ton of~ce. ., Ocl. 29, as mechanized troopers and a --while artillery from 3rd Dn.. 34th VC were killed and seven dl'talned during 

RIOemen rrom the 198th · u~·ht In- gunshlp ;added 19 more. Artillery. accounted · Cor even enemy the brief llrellghl. 
fantry Brigade accounted Cor nine VC The 2nd Bn .. 8th Inf. was In a night killed. 1 • 25 h f · 
kllled and nine suspttll _detalned Jn the position ~ mile north of the river when Gunship crews from Ille 3rd Squadron. t In Div 
operation Burlington Trail area. ""It began to receive ground probes on 17th Air Cavalry reported killlng I~ enc· Members of the 25 th lnfiintry Dlvl!lon 

the west side of Its perimeter. An Air my south pl Can Glouc, alter the enemy 
Force gunship Wlls called to the scene were exposed by artlllery-llred aerial killed 84 enemy during a week of moder-

Jst Avn Bde and commenced to rake the area with OareJ. ate contact: 
October 28th helicopter guns h Ip 

crews and ground forces from the 25th 
killed 33 enemy, whil.c Air Force nir­

Gunners and pilots or the !st "Aviation 
Brigade killed 154 enemy Jn a week or 
light contact. . . . 

. . 

\ 
.\ ·. 

. -~ . J. QUA.~O TRI 
Troop calT)·ing slicks lroin A Troop; · 

7th Squadron. Isl Air Cavalry Oew · two 
missions <"arr)'inr Vietnamese, troops Into 
the Phone Dinh Province" ror a raid on 
a suspttted VC command post, At . the 
end of the mission the helicopter creW1 
lilted the troops out aiong with a quantity 
or captured medicine and~ 28 confirmed 

·";>. 1d Alt Cov Div 

~·ior.i Alrbot,;. Div"......-:..--------~~;: 

VC detalni!es. . _ . 
The Cobra gunships 'o(the 307th. Com: 

bat ATlatlon Battalion's 2l51h Armed 
Helicopter Company .- reported killing 
three lr.hakl-clad VC. destroying 25 struc· 
lures and setting oll two. secondary ex­
plosions In a strles or ralcb throughout 
the day In An Xuyen Province, Vlelnam's 
southern-most province, on Oct . 30. 

In other action, gunships rrom ' the ·; · ·,•y 1 . .. 

17~th Assualt llellcopter Company " Jdlled · . , · 9tlt lnl Div~· _ 
ti&ht VC and destroyed lour structurt>s . ..·; - ' 
" ·hlle supporting the 7th Infantry Division ." · Id Avn &le 
(ARVN) seven miles northeast of · My---------- ~ - -
Tho. During that same action the)' also :. , -

sank six sampans.. , : • ';. • . · .. . .• 

lst Cav Div i. . - -
Meni~rs .of tlii.1't eanh:r i>1vi's1on··-cl_·~:L ____ , _____________ ... _. 

kllled %9 enemy soldiers In a week of light . ' · ' 
fighting. · 

Small arms 11M! and aerial rockets 
w~re used to kill six enemy In the .1st 
Cavalry Division's area of operations. 
Oct. 2'. The majority or the action took. 
pl.ace near a hearlly wooded area 11 
mllrs west or Camp ETans. 

Early In the morning; an · element of 
the ht Squadron, tth Air Cnalry; Oy!ng 
over the area, ~aged two NV A with . 
rocket nre, kllllns. both and destroying 
their weapons. An hour later In the same 
area an element from the bt Bn.. 5th 
C&'t. engaged a small " enemy rorce In a 
fittflght. ·Three NV A wne killed · and 
two radios radios captuttd. At noon, an 
element from the lJt Bn.. Uth Cn. 

... 

strlkes, In support of th• division, BC· 
count~d lor nine more . 

rn the heaviest action , a scout heli­
copter from C Troop, 3rd Squadron 17th 
Air Cav .• under the operational control 
of tpe 25th. on an early morning aerial 
recopnnlssnn-cc mission nine miles north· 
east or Trang Bang slghll'd four enemy 
sold iers; The choppl'r crewmen engaged 
them, killing one as the others fl <·d . 

A short time !alter, a scout helicopter 
from the 2nd Brigade drew lire as it 
hovered near the ground in the same 
area while checking an enl'my body. 
The Initial burst of enemy li re killed one 
U.S. soldier while continuing lire pinned 
the helicopter down. The J>ilot radioed 
for help. 

When gunship crews from C Troop. 
lrd Squadron, 17th Air Cav. arrived they 
observed 18 enemy soldiers. They fm­
medlately engaged the enemy wh ite el e­
ments of the 4th Bn., 9th Inf. were befng 
airlifted to the location . A lirefl~ht fol· 
lowed as the lnlanlrymen landed In th&- . 
hot landing zope. When contac1 broke, 11 
enemy had been killed. There were no 
rurther ca$ualtles . • 

101st Abn Div 
The !Olst Airborne Division killed 52 

enemy In a week of light contact. 
. -- - Soldiers of the divis ion and supporting 

nshlp crews killed 18 enemy Nov. I, 
lo nd the bodies of two others and de· 
ta ed three suspects. 

Paratroopers of the 2nd Bn.. Sills! 
I . found two enemy bodies in a bunker 
co pie 20 miles southwest of Hue. Luter 
the me day a battalion reconnaissance 
patrol, operating 12 miles southwest of 
Hue, killed six enemy during a•brlel ex­
change of fire with an estimated enemy 
platoon. · 

199th Inf Bde 
RedcatcheN from the 199th Light In· 

lantry Brigade operating In the '"Pineap. 
pie'" region south of Saigon destroyed 
%% bunkers and detained one suspect. 
Members of the %nd Bn., lrd Inf. found 
and destroyed the bunker complex e ight 
miles south of Due Hoa. One U.S. soldier 

. was wounded In the action. During opera· 
tlons south and west of Saigon this week 
brigade members killed two enemy and 
detained five suspects. 



~ 

·~ from the desk of 

~ Shortimer Sam 

Awards and decorations · 

.TWo ~Win aviation awards 
, . LONG BINH, (USARV}-Two 

·Vietnam ''•lerans received the \ 
Army Aviation Association of 
America 's top Individual awards 
lor their outstanding contribu· 
!ions to Armr aviation during 

1907-1968. • . the association's Tenth A~nua\ 
Honors Luncheon at the Shera· 
ton-Park Hotel in Washington, 
D.C. 

Dear Shortimer Sam. I nm extending ln Vietnam lo ha've my 
MOS changro from lnlnnlr)' to MP. Herc Is what I want to know. 
Aller I leave Nam all<•r my ex\enslon l ·will hove one year !cit 
in the Arm)'. If I <'Xlend m)' ETS for llfmonl~s whnt arc my 
chances for ~elllng Taipei as my slallon? Spec. 4 D.T., Isl Jnr. 

i Maj. Robin !W.Mlller and Sic. 
Jrsse J. Dodsont.lr. wert nam<'<I 
" Army Aviatot· of the Year" 
and "Army Aidalion Soldl<'r of 
the Year," reS)tttivrly, during 

Gls foil arybushes, 
receive ·Silver Stars 

Jlllller has ser\'ed three tour's 
or duty in Vietnam as a pilOland 
gunship platoon leader. During 
the three day, Vi Thanh bolUe 
In December 1967 Jlllller sup. 
porlro 129 medical evacuations, 
and in the process destroyed 

No can do. According lo USARV Reg 614-8 you can oalr extend 
for the followtng locations: long tours In llawnll, Japan, Phllllpplnts, 
Okinawa, Thailand and Guam, or a short lour in Thailand or Koreu. 

Dear Shortlmer Sam,. When I was draCted Into the Army I took 
and passed the Warrant OHicers fltghl test . Whal l would like 
lo know is could l re-enlist lor the above lield and get an· Im­
mediate reassignment to the school . I realize I would immediately 

numerous e n e m Y automatic be sent back to South Vietnam but bcller in the air instead of 
posillj>n•. on the ground. Pfc. J .R., 11th Inf P.S. I have seven months left 

On Jan. 1%, 1968 the major until DEROS. • 
DONG BA TIUN, (ENGR) .. -~when he came .upon an ambushed _ _ ... engagcd. -nn-.- enemy~aampan~-.. --.. Tbere .. JuLll .uo.way ... yo1L..J1re- 1oln1 - to .. get .. buk -to .CONUS--· .. - - -

-= ==rwo ~glne~ldlers-were·pre: jetp · whtle dm•lng-hls ·tv;o.an~· wounding its crewmen and al· much belore your DEROS. well, maybe a day or two if your trans· 
sented Silver Star medals re· a-h~n • truck to his units lowing a captive American sol· porlaUon Just happens to work out tbal way. Talk lo your c~reer 
cenll)' for their heroic aellons In work s11~ong Jllghway QL·I. dier lo escape from the sampan. counselor for all the Info on going lo flight training. 
separate Incidents Involving en· The two wounded occupants lie then landed to rescue the 
em)' ambushes. of the j..,p were still receiving American soldier. Dear Shortlmer Snm, I have been here In Vietnam !or seven 

G D D 1 d an Intense volume of fire from During the· Tel Offensive Mil months and what I would like to ask you about Is an Intra Theatre 
SP<!<'. 4 ary · oug as .a~' the amOO.hers so Engle quickly ler's gunship platoon played a~ Transfer (ITT) . I am planning lo extend my lour here In Vlelnom 

SPt'c. _4 Alfred Engle re.ceiv maneuvered his truck lo a point Important part In the defense f0<;,,. another six months after my one year tour Is over. From 
lh<' awards at a certmon) here. between the allackers and the of the Vlnh Long Airfield He what I have heard a soldier who extends for another six months 

Douglas received the award casualties. learned at this time of e~emy alter his lour is finished would have a very good chance for an 
for. the g~llantry he displayed _ _ Tfien...Jie_proceeded-to-la)'-movemenl-ln- the-vlclnlty-of-a-1IT -1)oes. the. personnel-0r--r&enlislment-ofliee-by-any chance have-

. - ·- while · dnving !he· convoy · com· down a suppresive · base of fire convent 800 meters from the nlr· any paper or regulation concerning the guarantee or an mdlvldual 
mander's Jeep ln hls unit's move· from his vehicle's cab while his field and made more than 20 for an ITT before signing his extension papers? Whnt kind of MOS 
menl betw..,n Kontum and assistant placed the wounded In trips into and out of the con· ·do they really need for an ITT lo Japan, Thailand or the Phillpplnes? 
Pleiku. which was hit by an lhe truck. When they were vent courtyard lo rescue 208 Spec. 4 D.D., 168th Engr. Bn . 

.. enemy force firing mortars, aboard he look them to ·a hell· children and nuns In spite or 1'11e• reg that covers ITT• Is USARV Reg 611-M. There I• no 
rock~• and small arms. Alter . copter landing zone !or medical heavy ground (Ire gua:i for an ITT. All MOS1 arc needed In Jupun, Thailand 
leadlne sovernl of the convoy's evacuation. Dod 

1 
~~ h 

1 
and th hlllpplnes. You. cannot request a •l"'clflc point 1ucb as 

trucks out or the ambush site son was c l<-u at l e Un· Banek so although you can r~uesl Thailand, you have no 
to salt!)', he quickly tumed his cheon lor his achievements as 1Uaraaltt' of being stationed In Bangkok, Anyone can apply for 
vehicle around and returned to Armor un1"Js shop foreman Of the 450lh Trans- an ITT within the Pactnc Command recardlus of whether be has 
the ba!Ue area. I portation Maintenance Detach· extended. ·Extending In VlelDam does not give one a better chance 

II hed hi ded · · menl In the 17.0th Assault Hell· . of gelling aa ITT. Why not break down and go talk to your 
comemar;:'der's a\~ an~ a~~ri~ a bravery. cifecl copter Co. personnel section for the full scoop, 
tourniquet to slop the bl..,dlng. The citation commended Dod· 
lie lrtaled two other casualties son for being a profes5 lonal sol· Denr Sam This ts my lirst tour In Vietnam I spent three 
In the Immediate vicinity, moved CAMP ENARI, . (4th INF) - ~.e~~b~~!iry:~:~~C::i"~ snl~-- months with the hi lnlantry Division and then got. switched to the 
them all lo •helicopter encua'._....Presldenl- Johnson - awarded ·the- · now· 4th Division. I reenlisted to come back to the Dig Red One. My 

---:Ion ~lnf~nd the~ ~gan direct· PmldenUal Unit Citation for ~:n"dl~~ ~r1 :~~l~~~l~t~n~fi~· question ls do I wear two shoulder\ patches? When I left the lsl, 
ng e · e ense o e convoy. extraordinary heroism lo the \Jlry requirement an abundn c • I put the patch· on my right shoulder; then when I came back 

Bullets 1lruck all around him. Isl Pia loon or Co. B, 1st Bn., or drive and fore~ together -!\ 1~ I lefl It there and now I am . wearing two Is~ Infantry Division 
but he relused lo take cover and 69th Armor. outstandlng-leadershlp 10- con.- palches.- Am I right or -wrong! · SSgl. J.T., ·Isl Inf .. . 
delivered dndly machine gun The · pla!oon-wu cited !or Its ststently render Invaluable mnln· Boy you sure get around ,jlon'I you. You may wear two Big 
fire on . the attackers, forcing part In the defense of a Repub- tenance support and produce on Red One patches. Or, If you ltke, you could wear a 4th Division 
the enemy to break contact. lie of Korta cavalry position In exceptionally high aircraft avail· patch on your right ahoulder and really lei those new l\IYS 

Engle distinguished himself Plelku . province In August 1966. obtllly rate. know you have seen the sights of VlelDum. 

VIETNAMESE . 'SCHOOL GffiLS troop 
the line during an .award ceremony at LZ 

· English recently. The Vietnamese Crosa ·-of 

• ' , tnr• AaN ""9 .. 

Gall~try wH presented to several 173rd 
Ai~ '8rigade paratroopers. _ _ _ 

.·.-.-~--~---------

Dear Sam, I would like to know uboul some medals I think i 
.- was recommended !or while a member or the IOht Airborne Divl· 

slon. In June I got hit In the leg and got sent lo lhe hospllal. 
Then In Augusi I was evncunled to Jnpun. It looks like I won't 
mnke It back to Vietnam. Is II possible for me to get my medal? 

I Spec. 4 P.I., 7th Field Hospital. 
·: ·. . If your unll put you In for a medal and It Is approved, the 

orders wtll eventually catch up to you. K""P In mind that It tak .. 
- time for the papuwork on awards to go through. The hospital bas 

authority lq award you the Purple lleart. 

Dear Shorllmcr, I have come to you with u rare problem. It 
. seems my three buddies and I have been nwuy from the U.S. for •o 
long they seem lo have forgotten how many slute• there ure in 
the U.S . . They said the District o( Columbia Is a stale, and, If this 
were true there would be 51 slale5. In a dictionary II says D.C. 

- - Is a state with 69 square miles. Aceordlng lo my leaching, Rhode 
Island ·Is the smallest stale. Also on the new 10 cent stamp. 
there are 50 stars, one (or each stale. What Is the true story? · 
Pie. M.G:, 173rd ABN. '- , 
· O.K. pall Now lake It easy. Just take two aspirin, lie down, 
elevate your feet a11d .rest for a wbUe. Tbe Dlsldct of Columbia ts 

· not a stale, althoa'ghJ( u alleged to be a slate of confusion. There 
are currenUy SO stales In lbe U.S. You know,. tr I dldn't'know April 
Fools Day was In AprU I would think It was today. Really now! 

Dear Shortlmer Sam, Do you have any Idea why the Rowan and 
Marlin "Laugh In" does not appear on Channel 11 on Saturday 

. nights any longerT For such a popular show I do not understand 
why It was replaced. Sic. A.B., MACV. 

You are really right about the "Laugh In" being a grql show. 
· Tbe TV shows come over In U week packages. Tbe TV people here 
·: do not kaow In advance what they will be sent. It's sort ol llJr.e 

a giant box ol Cracker Jacks wllb the shows beln1 the surprises. 
Tbe boob tube people tell me that they expect the "Laugh In" will 
be In future packages. In the meantime the "Laugh In" bu 
been used and may coallnue to be used on the "Friday Surprise." 
These 111rprlses make Ufe Interesting for us, doa't they? 

Questions on any subject may be sent to ShorUmer Sam, 
In care of The Anny Reporter, Hq, USARV, APO .96375. All ques­
tions will be given prompt attention and deep thought. Unsigned or 
anonymous letters wll not be answered. · 
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Pilots~ infantrym.en 
try trading jobs. 

!l!~a;~~~~~~~~~~---WNG:lffi'm: (II FFV) - -J .. i fight er pilots and combat in· 
lantry ollicers a re trading jobs 
in a unique nl'W pro~ ram under· 
way al the huge Bien Hoa Air 

Accordln(To' Mc:- •: -

Dase. ~o mill'S northt•asl or 
Saigon. 

Calll'll 01><•rallon Tea mwork . 
this program was d<•sli:ned In 
cl~ar up misunderstandings that 
occasionally crop up bctWl'l'n 
pilots !lying c lose ai r support 
missions and i.:round commune!· 
t.• rs . 

Lt-urn Llmllutlons 
Army Capt. Janws M. llroi:· 

dan. ground liaison orr1cl' r, t.'X· 

an ai rstrike in a matter o( port missions in a ba tt le on 
minut t•s. Many timt-s they cun , St.•pt. 12 . H it hadn ' t bl•cn for 
but what th<>)' rail to rt•ali zc is the. Air F'01T l ', W t ' would have 
that an awful lot of timt> i;ot•s ht.ten nv t.•1..-1111 fo r sun~ . .. he 

lllil~i~l~~~~i~;illl!~~~~~i~l~~~~~~~5~~~~-~into making each strike pos- obscrvt•d . cl, 

' sibl(' , The maintcnanct! on ai r· Hagman wt·nt out on an ea r ly 
crart · i!'l ~taggrrinc . Somcthin~ morning mission in a jct fight er 
llk8'.JO _hours_ for_rv ~ry~hour an piloted by Capt. John Blaha. " It 

·.~ .. ~\.~ .• ",:_: -;i,1~~-. :'.' ·:'_·;.'· , '.'_.,·. , ·. «' .. • .. F·IOO, spends In the air, Ilcsldcs - was qult1• nn 1·x1u·ri1•n1·e ," rt'· 
. ~ • -~ -- this, .~I bomb lou1b ure n•· murkt•d llui:m un. "Tlw ta r1:1• t 

· ~.:, 2ltti Int Photo bv 5pec. 4 Robert O'Hare <1ulr!.!d purtlcular tUrJ.::clM Wa!C ln u wootlllnc a lwut 70 
A HANDY ROPE is used to pull Capt. iri'g operations near Cu Chi. Water is an and it ta . lime l~ load and · ·m.ete rs Ion~ a nd !iv" mell'rs 
Ch I L H I ,..._ B d n th J b · arm the- rdnance, ' he ob· wide. I can I i:e t ov<•r how ac· 

. - - sr es- ,... o t:~- ,-:2n ....on.,..27 . nf, _ ever-present_ pr_o lem _ tq_ the._mfa~t~e~:_ serv~ . . L_ curate the bnmbin~ wa s-just 
25th Infantry D1v1s1on across a stream dur- The swap p-rii~i'lfm· -was · orlg1.-· · unbelievable! ~; v ,. r y bomb 

Proves program's value 

Kit .. Carson:·. Scout>aicls · lst.::·/nf .. .... 
DI AN. (Isl INF)-A product!, 

of the Chleu llol program, Le · 
Van Del, a Kit Carson Scout al· 
tached to the Big Red One's 2nd 
Dn.. 18th Inf. has become an 

..:·: ~ 

the heat of a' battle, Det wlll go , :'reported seeing two fall and the 
running forward alone, tipping . · third disappear Into the brush , 
right around the enemy's lines , . · 
of fire, knowing just where they . ,. During the day-long battle 
can !Ire and where they cannot. c • .., which followed, he continually 

naled by th~ 3rd Tucllcal Fli:hkr lunded within I~ mell•rs of lht• 
Wing (TFW) . The firs t cxchung<• target area" , he nnled . 
was 11,!ade betwe<•n ol!lcers of llagman is more impn'>s<·d 
the 11th Armored Cavalry Rcgi· with the Air Force now. " I' ve 
menl and pilots from the 3rd always been confident In them 
TFW .. It was so successful that -now I 'll just be that much 
plan• were Initiated to mukc the more 'con!id.,nl . And I have 
program a permanent thing , certainly learned a lot uboul 
Since then trodes have been their ordnunce and capabilltk s ," 
made with the Isl ln!untry Dlvi· he noted . 
slon, ~th Special Forces, and the Learns respect 
9th Infantry Dlvl•lon . \ Reighard spent the night ul 

Air Force pilots arc lnlere•led the · night defensive position 
In the program because It 15 an ( NDP) of the Isl Bn., 2Mlh In!. 
excellent opportunity !or them " It was a very exciting expcrl­

. lo get on the ground lo see first encc" , according to Reighard . 
hand the results of their work . " We were on a lillle knoll about 

oulst~nding addition lo the U.S. With uncanny precision, he can ; moved through heavy enemy Captain Patrick McAdoo, a six miles northeast of Su li:on 
forces _1ighUng _k_11owhow. . · singlehandedly . silence enemy ; (Ire to assist his elements Jn fighter pilot with the 604lh Air where Company C had their 

Three years ago-;-l>ef,!Oe'ii-:flrlng-posltlons-and -lead -hlr-aiif~-wayhe·coiilif"Wlientho-Comriiando Squadron (Fighter), - night defensive position. I !Ired 
a Viet Cong rtneman with two comrades throuah safe avenues ' A' rl be t d h believes thal the program has · most of the wt•opons that the 
deco~atlons !or valtlr, went Into . of approach. . ·, . .. ,'_, me cans gan ° 0 vonce, 6 done a lot to further under.land· ' company had; ii was dlllerenl" , 
llen Cal, the village or his youth, ._ "Ile saved my life on· several .lwas '. ln the. lead, guiding tho Ing between the Army and Air he noted , Reti:hurd. has " rnore 
and ·surrendered to government ~· occasions, particularly once «~Americans :•: sa rely ·:· through . a ~·orce. lie pilot• on A-37 lluhter respect for the lnfuntrynwn now 
troops , . · . ' .· · · •· when he pointed out the pre· ' .. : bunker- compleX. 1 ·." , · · '."""th~ smallest !lghl~r. the thun before," 

"When I was a boy In Ben ' sence of a mine I · was about . ~.?,. t-'·•t>i t .~·g,;t~ · .~.: i . ·, • . 
Cal , I did not unde'rsland things · to ,•step on," • . attested Pfc • .,r.)"'' :"~'.¥ J$ 1~~l°J"'> :- :· . '. ·· . · 
yet, " · tells Det. "The Viet Cong : Christopher Pod&U•· "I uw him '·; 17-B'!,i: WCI.. " • . /: , : M : . • . t · I 
came Into the village and I did ' . personally · ·blow , three live · .. : ; ": r- ·~.n-'"' ar1ne ·s y e 
what they suld ," Hespondlng to '. bunkers spraylna automa tic fire , ;i. · ,} - _ .~ [:· • • 
their p'ressure, he became · on . , durlna a recent cont1ct," ho ad-' 'J d . : " , · 
active member or a local vc.• 'ded. i •.. . :-, . " r,.- ·· :t,,;" ,~ . -j .. r.', . ·, 
force. On another occasion while a " " · ~·; .. ,; . · . . 

landirrg-
· In · the months he has been a . . Big Red One company.was mov. --BONG :... soN;- (lT.lrd .. ABN)- _ _ . In _ 11 •. bizarre exercise that. to the bcachead landing. 

scout wilh the Isl Infantry Dtvl· Ing forward, Det observed three · ·Paratroopers are playing ma- proved lactlcally quite success- Specialist ~ Frank P izzone 
s lon unit, Del has exhibited a enemy m11vlnivalong · the nank "· 1 1 th h t !ui, airborne infantrymen of the sa id, "This is reall y a i:ood 
knowledge of the enemy which =: of his' plal'llm(.' Without hesltat. _:..r nes , a ong e : nort cenlra 173rd Airborne Brigade recently change from heliborne assaults . 
could only be acquired by hav· Ing, h'e moved ahead and en· : .. coast" of South. Vietnam and waded ashore from two LCM· I sure hope we make more." 
Ing been one of them himself. In gaged them. His squad leader liking It. assault vessels reminiscent of llrigadier Gen era l Richard J . 

Massive AsSaulf'~Wins :Base. ._ ... 

World War II amphibious land- Allen , the brigade commander, 
lngs, choppered in lo review the 

The assault, Into ·a remote . maneuver. "The amphibious as .. 
coastal area sympathe tic to the sault operation is cxpt.' rimcnta l," 
Viel Cong, was replete with he said. "We hope to catch the ' 
naval arllllery from the dt! · t•nemy when they are not lookini: ' 

. (Continued From Page 1) the oncoming rorce. A Company D soldier dlscov- strayer, USS Harwood a nd Air und shake them up a bit. " 
over Dau Tieng as ·guns of The area, long an enemy ered a 10 feet tunnel behind a Force bombing · runs. Aller securing the beachhead , 
Ballery D, 2nd Bn., 32nd Arty, hotbed: produced bunker com- -~fireplace. A rllle company from the 2nd the paralroopers moved 0111 and 
the Isl Bn., %7th Arty .• and 2nd " plexes and numerouS' enemy A subslantlnl.:ache found In Bn., S03rd In!. participated in quickly rounded up 22 male 
Bn., 17th Arty., hurled projec- ' supplies. . the · tunnel Included 30 lbs · or the . maneuver which saw the suspects. A small basecamp was 
tileo into the •target area seven . Company . B round . a 30-man tobacco, 100 packs or cigarettes, . paratroopers p'lunglng off the round as well as Viet Cong 
miles south of base camp. sleeping position . which appar· · 100 cans of fish, 50 boUles of · !anding craft, waist-deep . Into equipment. 

The artillery was still firing . ·en Uy had been . abandoned by cough medicine, 75 bottles of the chilly South China Sea. · " This certainly gives us a 
as the anault helicopter com- North Vietna mese only hours . per fume, 50 tooth brushes, a lot more flexibility, " said Capt. 
panics hovered almost 30 chop- . earlier. Found were a 75mm large supply of .razor blades, . Ironically, o former Marine Michael .ll. Ahearn who led the 
pers into two pickup tones. The :_. recollleu rtne round and varl· and buttons !or, enemy uni· was among these who made the assault. , 
airllll consisted of the !87th, · ous- tln cans, a poncho and oth· forms. landing. "I spent a year In Viel· General Allen emphasized the 
12Rlh and 1181h Auiiiilt- Hellcop- · er small Hems, Meanwhile Company A, nor· , nam with the 3rd Marine Dlvi· . precise cooperullon of the Navy 
ler companies. , Meanwhile the battalion's rec· mally mechanized, also !how an slon In 19B5 but never made an und Air Force uloni; wilh the 

While the ertorts ·lo establish onnaissance platoon found a air assault Into the area. Short· • amphibious landln"," sa id Spec. I7Jrd. The landing was executed. 
the support base.' continued. the · 500 lb cache ot rice In a fight• ly afle r • arriving they were 4 Edward Richardson . "Now wilhoul a hitch . 
infantrymen began sweeps _Into Ing position. Shortly therealler . greeted by sniper fire, and rang here I am with an· airborne unit "In the future ," ·sa id General . 
an abandoned rubber plantation · Company B made another find, , up the only body count of _the making an amphibious assault. " Allen, "we plan lo use amphibi· 
and heavy undergrowth; search· -800 lbs of rice and six motor· · ·day, killing an enemy hiding in Despite gelllng wet. tlie para- . ous landings as a supplement 

-;nfr')u~iper5--who-harassed--lt~mpa eeDJollage""'""-::--------''i:.oop~De~med _lo take_aJlkini:.:_.IQ_J)w:...heliborn!UlssauJ ....... " ______ _ 


