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Vietnam £ommunique; Nov 12-Nov 17 

Americql ·1st Cav kill 12·9 
cmr ih supporro r AflVN troops durlni: netted the troopers from the !st Rn.. An artillery ii.ison officer wilh ihe 2nd 
the week. Glst Jnr. lhrce NVA soldiers killed, four Bn .. 22nd Jnr. spotted seven mcmy in a 

Skylroopers ol the tst c:iv:rlry-Divt----chcPPCrcrcws-from·the-l 64 th-Avlatlon_J~~i~~~·~I weapons. one light machi~e- bunkc~ complex s~ven miles northe~st or 

1st Cav Div 

slon killed 414 enemy soldiers durtni: the Group reported killing 24 enemy, slnkini: i:\J~: . cii:ht~PGl'oundr:ind"'J~O-m1nc--thtrri~"'°Airotr1ke. - wer.,.called- rn --0n----
wcck lhrcc sampans and dcstroylni: 14 enemy ruses captured . the po•lllon, killing oil seven enemy. 

' slructurcs in scattered actions In · the Anothcr<nlt checked a bunker pointed A reconnaissance element from the 
On Nov. H the cavalrrmcn, AflVN Mekong Delta Nov. 12. out by a detainee. Four enemy Jumped !st lln .. 27th Jnr. operating northeast or 

troops, Air Force alrstrikes and artillery The heaviest conlact came· early In out or the bunker throwing grenades and Dau Tieng, received enemy mortar (ire 
fire killed 2!17 NVA soldiers when an cs· the morn ing when ~unships from the 13lh ririni: small arms. The troopers returned about IO a.m. Artillery llre from the .2nd 
tlmated two NVA battalions tr ied to over- combat Aviation Dn .. !nth Assotlft: Bell· the fire kHllng lwo and wounding one. Bn., 17th Artillery was called In, causing 
run a landing zone 14 miles· east-soutl)· copter Co. aided in the dcCe9sc of an s c v c r a I secondary explosions . Seven 
east oc'Katum. ARVN. outpost under enemy attack . The 9th lnl Div -"'ounded suspects ·Were dctailc'<I by lhe 

oulpost, located 16 miles northwest or infantrymen and a small amount or 
See related slory page J. Phu Vinh, began rec e i vi n g mortar Soldiers from the 9th Infantry Divison munitions and rood captured. 

rounds. The morlar rounds were rollowcd a nd supporting gunship crews killed a 
Two days later 56 enemy were killed 

by the cavalrymen. 
by a ground atlack. The gunship crews to nemy soldiers in a series or 3rd Bde, 82nd Abn 
report~d killing 20 enemy white support- • ·Hons this week . \ 

· ·-· In : . the....dense...Juni:le,,_~rea .26 miles 
norlhwesl al Tay Ninh, the !st Brigade's , 
1st Bn .. 7th Cav. made .conlact with an 
estlmalcd company-size force . Within 
minutes the Cav's aerial rocket artillery 
(AllA) helicopters were on station and 
raking the area with 2.75-lnch rockets 
and minlguns . Artillery and tactical air· 
strikes also supported the troops. Arter 
the llrellghl ended, contact was re-estab­
lished when the troopers pursued the en­
emy and action continued untll the en· 
emy withdrew. Thirly-slx enemy were 
killed In the aclion. Twenty others were 
killed Jn olher action. 

ing AflVN soldiers In repelllng the attack. An ambush the night of. Nov. H netted While on reconnaissance-in-force mis· 
troopers from the 4th Bn., 39th Jnr. rour'-· slons casl ... and •. soulheast ol. Cu . Chi;- .. - ·--

1st lnl Div sampans sunk and 21 Viel Cong killed. lroopers from !he 3rd Brigade, 82 Air- · 
The aelion took place 12 miles northwest. borne Division discovered a 20 tunnel 

Soldiers or the 1st Jnrantry Division or Cai Lay when the troopers ambushed complex and a · munitions cache. 
killed 89. enemy in a week or moderate the water-borne VC. One large secondary Included in the cache were 384 pounds 

explosion occurred when one or the sam· or TNT, 96 pounds or C-4 explosive, J contact. 
Elements or the 1st Squadron, lllh 

Armored Cavalry, under the. operational 
control or the Isl Infantry Division, con­
tinued to meet enemy resistance south· 
west or An Loe. The cavalrymen account· 

pans was hit. Jn action 45 miles south· bags or an unidentified explosive, 2,250 
cast of Dong Tam, helicopter gunship rounds or small arms ammunition and 
crews from D Troop, 3rd Squadron, 17th five flPG rounds . 

.. lu~erical Div 

. ed !or another 38 NVA killed Nov. 11. 
While !Iring over- a rubber tree area 

one mile southwest of An Loe, on obser­
valion plane spoiled what appeared to be 
an active enciny bosccamp. The same 
area had been the scene or heavy fighting 
for the past three days, with more than 
50 enemy soldiers killed. Shortly after 

The America! Division killed 315 In a the sighting, tonks and armored person-
week or heavy llghtlng In the I Corps net carriers from n Troop moved Into the 
area or operation . basecomp area and Immediately began 

In the heaviest action, soldiers of the receiving RPG and small arms fire. 
198th Light Infantry Brigade killed 48 en- Hellcopter gunships, tactical alrstrlkes 
emy In several actions Nov. !7. Sec and artillery supported the armored untt. •' 
article, page 1. · During the three hour battle the troopers 

kilted 38 enemy beforo they broke con· 

Armored Cav. klll~rec VC In light 
scattered actions. , .f. 

Troops from th~Brlgade's 2nd 
Bn., 47th Jnr. ambushe o sampans or 
armed VC during the nl ·of Nov. 15 on 
the Ben Luc River, one mile north of 
Den Luc, killing ten. Gunships from the 
3rd Squadron, 17th Air Cav., supporting 
the 3rd Brigade troops during an · alr­
moblle operation, killed nine VC near Can 
Glouc, 12 ·miles southeast or Tan . An. 

11th Cav Regt 
, Air Cavalry troopers of the 11th 
Armored Cavalry Regiment reported kif· 
ling 20 enemy soldiers Nov. 12, 12 miles 
east or the Blackhorse basecamp, at 
Long Gino, north of Saigon. 

"Twenty-six VC were killed: by artillery tact. 
!Ire from the !st Bn., 14th Artillery when The action began when a reconnols· 
the enemy launched an attack against the 4th lnl Div sance patrol from the 18th Inf. Div. 
Dinh Son District Headquarters. Another (ARVN) encountered an enemy force es-
10 VC died when they attacked a !Ire Members of the 4th Infantry Division . tlmated to ho two companies Jn · size. 
support base seven ·mites northwest or made light contact with the enemy dur· The ARVN unit Immediately put In a 
Chu Lal. The base was defended by sol· call for gunship support. Within 30 min· 
dlers or the ' 1st Bn., 8th Inf. Twelve ' Ing tho week. · utes a light !Ire tefl(n from the regiment 
more enemy were killed by brigade ele· Several division and Vietnamese mlll· had traveled 40 mites to the ·contact area. 
men ts In scatte~ contacts during tho ~. tary Installations came under enemy at· The gunship crews reported kitting the 
day. . ·-..,... . tack Nov. 13 In ,Plelku Province . . ,; / . 20 ene'."y, • t: 

On ' Nov~ .' 1i'i4"reconrial!sance' .. patrol · Three enemy Initiated Incidents were---.,--- , 2Sth·lnl Div 
from the 198th Light Inrantry Brigade reported around Due Co, 24 miles west or . " · . · 
accounted . ror the major part or the ac· Camp Enarl. Just after midnight, , ele· . , . The 25th" Infantry Division killed 75 

. tlon as they· killed 24 enemy. The patrol, ments from the Isl Bn., 38th ; Inf. In a enemy during 8 week of moderate con-
which hod taken . a concealed position Jn position lour miles south or Due Co, re· tact 
on area seven mites north · or Quang celved 40 rounds ol mortar Clre followed Tactical Alrstrlkes artillery and gu . 
Ngal City, observed 15 VC moving down i·; by a ground attack by an unknown size · • n 
trail. Artillery rrom Btry. D, 1st Bn.; 82nd · "enemy force . Four NVA soldiers were ship crews were credited with . killing 21 
Artillery answered the patrols . call by killed , During the dawn hours the area enemy Nov. 13 while supporting 25th In· 
placing eight Inch rounds on the _VC kil· received more rounds, Artillery and gun- ran try Division troops ln scattered ac-
ling all 15. A short time later 15 VC - ships reacted with unknown results. - lions. _ ___ .. · -·- -· - . 
moved Into the area and the patrol • ·-- - - - --· - --· Eight · enemy · were reported killed by 
again called ror artillery support from J st Bde, Sth Inf ,, gunships crews from the 3rd Squadron, 
Dtry. D. Six enemy were killed In \he 17th Air Cav. when they engaged an 
barrage that followed . While· conducting• a sweep four miles estimated 30-~0 enemy In an open area 

eight miles south of Trang Bang. Air 
cast or Dong Ha, a unit from the Isl Force tactical .alrstrikes also supported 
Brigade, 5th Infantry uncovered a small the action and reportedly killed two more 1st Avn Bde ,1 

The !st Aviation Brigade killed 92 en- bunker complex. A search or the complex enemy. 
.. "':"!" . ,. 

The tunnel complex was found in the 
same area . The complex consisted or 20 
tunnels varying in length from 12 yard to 
more than 220 yards . An Initial search or 
lhe tunnels yielded four grenades and 
ltve sets or 'civilian clothini:. Exploration 
of the complex is continuini: . 

101st Ahn Div 
Paratroopers from the !Dist Airborne 

Division killed 43 enemy in a week or 
moderale contact. 

November 11 the action picked up in 
Operation Nevada Eagle as the soldiers 
of the !Dist killed 23 In scattered actions. 

·The heaviest ucUon occurred when n 
new\ combined forces - cordon operation 
was establlshed at midnight four · miles 
southeast or Phu Bal. As the cordon got 
underway, paratroopers from the 1st 
Dn .. 327th Inf. killed !Ive VC when they 
attemped to escape the ring. Uuring the 
afternoon the soldiers from the 2nd lln., 
502 Inf. searching within the cordon 
killed five enemy and detained two 
armed suspects found hiding In a spider· 
hole . . 

199th lnl Bde 
Gunship crews operating In support or 

the 199th Light Infantry Brigade reported 
'. kllllng six enemy In two contacts Nov. II. 

Crewmen from the 7th Squadron, !st 
Air Cav. killed five VC In an action !Ive 
miles southwest of Saigon. Four AK-47 
rifles were also captured . One more ene­
my was killed by another cavalry gun· 
ship nine miles southwest or Saigon late 
in the day, 

Jn other action, rirlemen from the 3rd 
8n., 7th In(. operating seVl'n miles south 
or Saigon, dcstrored seven bunkt• rs and 
one punjl pit. 

\ . 
1:.1 CAV PHOTQS 

MEMBERS of the 1st Cavalry Division are shown during their move from northern I Corps to the· central part of III Corps. 
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.'Awards and decorations from the desk of . 

CAMP EAGLE. (IO!st ABN)- - o( United States· ~orces ... Viei- The first bnllle slreomtr wus 

Unit awards ·m 101st Ahn . /"'I 

Shortimer Sam 
General Creighton W. Abrams nam was ~reeled ,.. arrival nl for the Presidential Unit Cila-
Jr. aHind three battle stream- Camp Eagle by .Mlj . Gen. Mel· tion·. nwanled for extraordinary Q. D<•a r Sum, I was with'! state police deportment before beinR 
en repr~stnllng Prl"Sidentlal. \'in Zais. l."Ommnrlting i:enl' rnl ht>roism durln,:: Operation Jlawa hldu~h·d . I ~S upon n~y DEROS from Vh•\n.,n ond have heard 
Valorous and Jlleritorious Unit or the IOlsl. The 6.wards were !home n<•ar Dok To In June confhcllng stori es n·gnrdrni: an early drop from•he Army-up to 90 
Citations to the honor-laden ban· presented nrter ~ review ol 1966. · · • dars. No one seems to be able to fin~ the regul~tion on. early_..2ul.~s _ _ _ _ 
ner or the !st Brigade, !Olsl ·an honor ~uard c~aj_aj_by___NVA-ttgiment-stop~___.!or...poltco..-department-duty:-f-have beerrtold thnr I m ehg1ble 

----A~l\'"lstom·tl'l'nfOnre.---COI . Baroid _ I Hayward . . com- The ·operation, which rend: · becau; e berni:. on the. force w_hcn I was drafted , also I was told 
here rec•' ntl)'. mandrng olhcer or the Isl Br1· ered the Hth North Vietnamese th at I m not ehgible bccaus!' !h" only ls applicable to CONUS. What 

Abrams, commanding, general. gade. Army Regt. useless as a fight· 1s the stra1i;ht scoop on this . Spec. 4 W.B.11., 272 111 .P . Co. 
ing force was conducted by the A. Looks as If your policing talents wlll be confined lo Vietnam 

Vietnamese col, 
Anlerical Gls 

Isl Bn., J27th Abn . In!. , ond for the whole yur as Alt 6JS-200 stales tha.t early outs for Police 
2nd Bn.. 502nd Abo. Inf., with department duty !s appllcab!e only lo ~ONUS. 
support !rom the 2nd Bn .. J20lh 
Abn. Arly. and elemenls o( A 
Co .. J20th Eng. Bn. 

Enemy casun1tlcs were es ti · 
mated al 1,200 as opposed to 
48 dead and 2J7 wounded for 

Q. Dear Sam, I was in an arcument ·a while back wilh one o( 
our sercrants . I said that the Ml'dal ol Honor wa s awarded to 
Charles A. Lindb<•rch !or his solo llight across the Atlantic Ocean. 
lie says that I'm wrong, that It has not been awarded !or other 
than combat. Who Is right , the s~·c or!? P02 B.J .W., USN. 

the IO!st. A. Gh·e one cheer (or the Navv os you are corrrct? Charle• 

. -- ~ .,.J~h·---=r<....-=-e-··=-1:o·~=n-........ 0~~,-~5=.,.,-=-=-,~-==--e~~!i- ~·~~m;a~~;~~~~J~;:n~~~:J=~:~~~r;;rs~~;'~;~~~t~c0.;ir;i.:: · f: 'n~~~r ro-r hfs·-nrg11cnrs~·,.a•=~~-S a n lion in lhc TU)' lloa area . In ' ' • • • • 
· rour mnJor ba1tles from Janu- Q. Dear Sam, I ' ve recentlr rcceiv<·d word that my cousin hav 

ary to March 1966, the para· arrived in Vietnam but I don 't know where and woul 1ke lo locate 
CllU L\I, (A~IERICAL)-At for nn aNion west o( Tam Ky lfoope[? killed d more thadn ;~~ ~is? J~f~11 you please lmd him and send me the a ress? Pfc. 

Hawk flill north o( Chu Lai the 1n late August. iet ong an capture · .. 6 rty. 
United Slates re.:enlly awnrde<I In thal action , clements or the · suspects . A. I would really like to locate :your cousin and all y friends 
an Air Medal for valor to a !st Squadron. Isl Cav .. spear- Airborne sta!'dards or admi~- and relath·cs at the same time. but mounds of work do ot permit 
Vietnamese colonel . The Re· headed a three day battle with Jstrallon. mamtenance. dlsc1· 'me this opportunity. You might dro1> a line lo Commanding OHlccr 

h 2 d NVA phne and morale were factors Arca Postal Dlre.:tory though at APO In-Country 96JKI. II might 
_______ public _ or .. . Vietnam, _In .turn. · two regiments or 1 e n In the !st Brigade's Meritorious be a lltUe whlle before you r~h·e an answer, us they attempt to 

award<-d JR Crosses ol Gallantrr Division . Unit Commendation. handle st'OrM ol leltcrs such os your. r•·1·ry day. 
to member~ ol the Amerlcnl Other unlls tnkln11 part In lho During the period or the ~/· , , , • · 
Division . action were companies or the nword, July 196~. to October · · . . 

Brigadier General James v. 19eth Infantry Brigade, · 11th 1966 brigade personnel partici· · Q. . r Sam. I have an E -6 In my batll-ry whos" wile 1s nbw 
Galloway, assistant America! Infantry Brigade, E. Troop, 8th pate'd In more than 2,000 civic in Italy . en he left Italy the Army paid . his wile's Care 1 to 
Division commander. presented Cava lry along with• tactical air actions, supplying some · 12,ooo Greece wh e she was supposed to reside_ until he completed nis 
the Air Medal to Vietnamese ·and artillery support . refugees and providing medical Vietnam tour. Due to s1ckne_ss m her Canuly she had to return ~o 
Lt. Col. Wang Dinh Thoe, Quang · At the end o( the three day for nearly J7 00-0 Vietnamese In Ital)' at her own e~pense. Will lhe Army pay . her way to where\'Cl' . 
Tin Province Chic(. engagement.' 47J enemy .. had outl)'lni: area; his next duty ass1~nment Is, ond If so, will they pay it from 

been killed . 1st Bde 'commended Greece _which ls where they sent her? Bt. Sgt. R.G., lOlst Abn. 
ln•part. Thoe's citation read, .. 1 would like 10 honor Col. In presenting the awards .- A. IC she had travel orders or Department ol Army ~rmlsslon 

Lt. Col. Thoe distinguished him· Thoe (or his outstanding hero· Gen. · Abram• commended the or residence, thrn tronsportaUon would be paid by the U.S. Govern· 
selr on June IS, 1968 while di· ism In his position as Province men ·0 r the !st Brigade then, ment from Grette. I( she did not have this, she will have to 
re.:tlng Republic or Vietnam Air Chief" and commander ol certain · now and In !he future .!or thelr sustain the loss. 
Force elements In an operation b d d 
In conjuncllon with American ~rmed forces in Vietnam In the , ravery, eterminallon an 
f • fight against our common ene· . ablllly as soldlers,· 
orces. ___ _ ... ·- . __ my;_the CommunlsU."------··"The · United States has al· 

- --- "With- disregard for his own Galloway went on· to congratu· ways been a nation that stood 
safety, Lt. Col. Thoe pince<! late the men of the Isl Squad· for rreedom," he said, "and n 
himself almost over the burst- .: . ron Ist Cavalry lor Jhelr con- , nation that was wllllng to fight 
Ing round to eHectlvely direct •. trtb'utlon 10 the - light ror free· for that frttdom. The Isl Dri· 
artiller)' fire ." . dom in Scwth Vietnam. , . :· gade ol the IO!st Airborne Dlvi· 

Alter receiving his decorallon, "ll1ay I wish all of you, may slon has fought for that tradl· 
Th b h IC I th Republlc I wish the Vietnamese our ... lion In Vietnam and is exem· 

oe, on e a 0 e ' . plary or the courage and dedt· 
ol Vietnam, presented IJ Gold, friends nnd allies, good fortune . cation 10 duty 11 takes 10 see It 
seven Sliver, and 18 Bronze and victory . In the end against. th h .. . . , . 
Crosses or Gallantry to mem· tho Communists In the cause or roug · .. 'j , 
hers ol the America! Division lr~dom," concluded Galloway. '' .. :· " · · 

· · · . . · DISTINGUISHED 

Para.tr·oo·rr,,. .... p.er hon·· ore· .d:. ~ ~:-~~·.: ~p~~.~;:~;rJ~Ew.cG~~~s . . . . . , .... < "<;'{: ~~~:)J~~~~rb:oef~therman 
.. - · ; ~ '.~.' Capt. ·Robert L.- Helvey 

BONG SON, (173rd ABN) - A. tatlng return lire on ··cnemY.;;_ Spec.". 4 William .Phifer 
paratrooper or the 173rd Air· poslllons. Ills ··acllon ·.itave the !.: Pie. Jerry D . . Clayton 
borne u r I g n de hos been assault squad .enouah . time to Lt • . Alex C. Green 
awarded the Sliver Star for ex· take up better defensive posl· : Lt • . Col. Donald B. Schroeder · 
cepllonal valor against a . rein· lions. , : ~- .. . ;, SIL VER STAR MEDAL 
forced Viet Cong Company. In addition to the Sliver Star, Pre. Julian W. _Penn __ ··-·· 

First Sergeant Charles -- G_--· Mayhew,- a -Korean · war ··veter·- Starr Sgt. Manuel Gonzalez 
Jllayhew . was presented the an, also wears the Bronze Star Ste. Rudolph Nunez 

w rd ~t LZ EnPIJsh the ror- .with "V" device, Purple Heart . Capt. Joseph F ;,Trimble 

Q. Dear Sam, I would like the poop on airborne units getting 
Jump pay In Vietnam. Some say yes and some say no. I am air· 
borne qualified but am In a leg unil. Can you give me the correct 
inlo? Pk. A.D.S. 1/35 lnl. 

A. Yes, there are some al rbotne units sUll gelling the monthly 
SSS jump pay. In order to collett thts, though, you huve lo be 
airborne qualilled and have to be In an actual airborne unit and 
not a leg unit. 

. Q. Dear Sam, recently I submitted a question requesting that 
you !Ind me a regulation concerning Intra Theater Transfers (IIT) 
and you quoted the wrong regulallon (USARV 611-8). Could you 
please !ind me the right one? 

A. Oops! Sorry about the typo. USARV Reg, &U-8 duls 
with Intra Theater Transfers. 

Q. Dear Sam, does Public Law 90-245 give each man JO days 
. additional leave, or Just lhose wlth •over 60 days leave who are 

coming to Vielflam? Spec. ~ R.D.B., !Olst Abo . 
A. Publle Law 90·2H, In brief, states that a member ol the 

armed forces serving on active duty for over 120 duys In 11 hostile 
llre area may accumulate 90 dayM leuve. However, 1>ay nwy only 
be collected for the lirst 60 days, Thlo extra Ieuve may be taken 
during the llscal year loliowtng your DEROS ao has nol been the 
case previously. " . 

Q. Dear Sam, I have read that men DEROSing from Vietnam 
who have REFRAD orders under lhe l~O day early out program a a 0 r • h 173d (second award), and the Army · · Lt. George A. Budd 

ward base camp 0 1 e ·· Commendation Jllednl. -~..,-·· ~ Stall Sgt. Donald L:-Fielder 
Airborne Brigade. Gen. Ralph · Sgt. Walter 111 . ·· Hetzler 
E . Haines, Commanding . Gen· ·· . Spec. ~ David J. Eilis 
era!. United States Army_ In the 1 Thre·~ ,-.p'"ap' e' r's Capt. Allen P . Lesniak 

__ ·- must arrive In CONUS with 150 days or less or else they will be 
reassigned . Ir a man extended hLs tour in RVN to take advantage 
o( this early out program and his adjusted DEROS is now Dec. 
27, which would put him right at the 150 day maximum, Can DA 

Padlic presented the medal •. Pre. Michael w. Gray 
durmg his visit to the brigade. ,, Sic John E. Roberts 

; Jllayhew. recelvi.'d the award. Wl•n 0·· ' wards Staff Sgt. Robert A. Ski11111er' 
, . the Army s third highest lor DISTINGUISHED 

valor, for his actions during n FLYING-CROSS 
~la)', 1968, battle while he wns 

._ let this man take advantage or a lhree or four ·day drop , or even 
the · maximum seven day drop I( it would put him home before 
Christmas.· Spec. 4 L.T., 6J2nd ll.E .111. Co. 

A. According to DA Unclassified llfessage 886383, the Christmas 
early re-lease nnd leave progrnm messuge, he may be eligible for 

. assigned to Co. B, 2d Dn .. ~OJd LONG BINll, (USARV)-The · Capt. Herbert J. Spier, Jr. 
Inf., 17Jd Airborne Brigade. ·Engineer Troops Vietnam, I. . Maj. Gen. Robert R. WI ilia ms 

. ·Field Force. and Headquarters, ' Capl. Kenneth D. Kopke 
29th General Support Group Capt. James · F. Record 

the early drop as long as his DEROS Is .not earlier than Dec 16. To 
determJne your ellgtblllty, see your personnel ortJc:er and rercr him 
to USARV message 7987S ·or Nov 17, which retransmits lo hlra the 
lnlormatlon In the DA message .. Company D was attached bi· 

were all selected !or awards In JllaJ. Kenneth E . Buikema 
· the Jrd quarter, 1968, USARPAC Capt. 111elvln Jt. Gibson 

unit newspaper awards . pro· BRONZE STAR 

11 re inforced company or Vlei 
Cong while on ·a reconnaissance· 
in·force mission. Despite an In· 
tense hail . or lire. lllai·hew .· 
moved from position to position . 
around Co. D's perimeter direct­
ing his men's !Ire and supplying 
them with ammunition. . .--,.... 

As the . barrage or enemi· 
small arms and automatic !Ire 
mounted, a paratrooper assault 

· squad ·got pinned down · and 
surrounded outside Co. B's per­
imeter. Mayhew counter-acted 

• by repeatedly exposing himself 
to a heavy volume ol Incoming' 

. f . .,t.;'., ,. I • I,. ' '• l .. ,. 

gram. . . FOR VALOR · 
I Field Forces' · "Wrap Up"·.· · Pk. Donald L. Blagg 

won In the multlllth category; Starr Sgt. George E. Lockelt 
"Datellne-29," a . product of Stare Sgt. Jessie R. York 
Headquarters. 29th General Sup- Cpl , Gerald K. Scheppler· 
port Group, was · tops in mlmeo· Lt . Paul K. Powell 
graph> and "Castle Courier," Cpl. Terry H. Northcult 
newspaper . of . the Engineer . Lt . Robert J . Aertker. Jr. 
Troops Vietnam won In Jhe lel• Starr Sgt. Robert Jlllddieton 
terpress category. Sgt. Raymond Abbott . 

Selectlon ol the winners was - Sgt. Phillip P . Nicolosi 
ba~ed on continuing critiques or Spec. 4 Jerry T . Dean 
lmit n_e~sp.a_p~ rs conductP~ !>~· Spec,. 4 J ~ mes '>• !!u~~·.,J,r-

Q. · Dear Sam, I would like to know H I can get a JO day drop on 
my DEROS. The 30 day drop would still be within the 150 day 
early. out and would allow me lo enroll for th·e Fall semester. Is 
Jhis possible and what do"! have to do to get it? Spec. 4 R.111., 199th 
In!. 

A. You can get up to 90 days early out for_ purposes of going 
back lo school providing your ETS. and DER OS are lhe same. 

Ques!lons on any subject may be sent to Shortlmer Sam In care 
. of The Army lteportcr, liq, USARV, .APO 96J7S. All questions will 
be given prompt attention and deep thought. Unsigned or anonymous 

· letters will not be .answered . 

' ' 
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~nemy cohtinues. 
to rally to all~es 

~ 
~~~!:~ii~!!!J!i·-cc::iA~~tti1P EAGLE, (!Dist AIIN) will be no ~lliedfilirl~-,or-t-wo _ _ _ 

-Screaming Eai:les of the hours, there is no Cirh1g. Ench 
IOlst Airborne Di\·ision set an· paratrooper is thorough 1 y 
oiher lloi Chanh rt'<:Ord in the briefed by his commander and 
I Corps Tactical Zone when 251 does not fire his weapon during 
pre,;ious enemy soldiers rallied the specific periods unless his · 
to the South Vietnam govern· life is in danger. The success 
ment during October. or the program lies directly 

This figure bettered the divi- · with the Individual paralroop-
_.-- .-; sion's September mark of 231 ers, who, understanding the 

lloi Chanhs and brought the value of tbe program have co-
• '""' INF PHOTO two-month total to ~s:? . o(><'rnted complete!}-. 

• A SHADY TREE was just too much to connaissance-in-force operation southwest This suc~ss has been attrib· According to Kelly, "We give 
.~pass.....up..Jor.~t~eii,yiJy_:lade!l ,.S?_ld ~e'._ 1;1!.,_ of .Saigon with the 199th Light Infantry uted to incorporation _of psy- the people the ln<·l~ and always 

he took ndvantage of a break during 8 re- Brigade:'~"--•.,,. -· ~ ... ·~~--- .•.• •·. .. .-· . . __ cholog1cal opera hon~ . !nlo _ nil ...• te_l! them 1~e truth. if they are 
Screaming . Eagle surroun~ed. we tell them. When 

Hunter-killer 

Choppers paired into teams 
·-· ---- - - --- --

PHU LOI, (Isl INF)-Team· 
Ing a light observation helicop­
ter with a Cobra gunship Is like 
Joining a first-rate hunter with 
a good dog. ·The errcctlvrness 
of. both Is lncreasl'd. 

This is the opinion or WO 
William D. Jones, an LOH 
(light · observation helicopter) 
pilot. with D Troop of the Isl 
lnfanlry Di\"lsion's Isl Squad­
ron, ~th Ca\' . The pilot belongs 

. to one of th• unit's hunter-killer 
Teams, a pairing of Cobra gun· 

·-- ships and Cayuse LOll's, which 
ass ist dll·i.<ion ·operallons and In­
fantry un its. 

Primarily conc~rnl"Cl with nir 
i-econnai>sance, the te-ams gath· 
er inrormation for squadrori 

·and di\·is lon intelll~enc<'. _Whtie 

the tiny LOii recons at treetop 
level, the accompanyln~ gun­
ship, heavily armed with rock· 
els and mlnlguns. hovers near· 
by. '. ... 

Recently a hunter-klller team 
· · Initiated a recon mission Just 

west of Quan Loi. The team 
had been 5earchlng for an ene­
my basecamp In the vicinity of 
a !st Dn ., 16th Inf. night de­
fensl\·e· position. The infantry-

. men contacted the team by 
radio, Informing the pilots that 
the Intell igence radio net was · 
being Jamml'd by enemy forces 
to their west. The LOH swooped 
down to lnvestli:ate, discovering 
an enemy basecamp In the vi· 
cinlty. . 

After . the._ scout returned . for 

Soldiers 1.in· .. Delta 
get -P!~~ty .. of .. water 

BISll l'llUOC, (9th IN~The . 
Mekong Delta · Is . coverl'd ·with 
water. Yet there Is a shortage 
of water here-a shortage of 
pure, drinkable water, that Is. 

A close 

-llowever. 9th Division soldiers 
rarely feel this problem. The 
responsibility of keeping potable 
water points filled belongs to 
the Uth Engineer Bn. . 

A good example of the water 
syst~ms Is that of the 2nd Bn .. 
mh Infantry here. __ 

post-strike reconnaissanc·e, the 
cobra pilot contacted the lnfnn· 
try commnnder lo Inquire If the 
Jamming were still In effect. 

"The net Is crystal clear," the 
commander replled. 

Not long afterwards at the 
· same basecamp, another Inci­
dent occurred Involving the air 
rifle platoon (ARPS) when · n 

· hunter-killer team, searching 
for tramc in the vicinity of the 
basecamp previously pounded 
by artillery, discovered fresh 
signs. The scout pilot described 
the evidence as having been 
made by n two-or-three man 
party wearing sandals. The In· 

. formation was relayed to oper· 
atlons where the decision to In· 
st•rt the ARPS was made. 

Thnt afternoon the rlfle pla­
toon, led by Lt. Sammie L; 
Coplea, was alrilrted to the lo­
cation . Initiating . a sweep or the 
area, ·the 22-man rorce discov­
ered the basecamp. Moving 
through the center of the CJlmp, 
the platoon was suddenly hit 
with a barrage of automatic 
weapons fire and a claymore 
mine;: Tho platoon · contlnul'd to · 
advance as gunships brought In 
suppressive fire. · 

' 

h
.· ........ ? 

Non-potable water for bathing 
Is · taken from a nearby rice 

-- --padd11><>nct--and- trucked· tcrthe-... ~c:::<:M 

s ave. showers . 
Drinking water comes !rom -

the same source, but . It · first 
goes through a long process of 
purlflcallon. Two of the engl­

QUASG TRI, (STll INF) - neers who . live · here place the 
"Ouch! Gosh, I don't think I water In two large tartks ror 
can do It, Sir! ''. settling and then add llmestone 

"Sure you can, son!" and percloron to it. 
"Wow. he dld It! · He really The key to the system Is the 

did It ... erdilator. Water Is puml'<'<i from 
the settling tanks through this 

With these words, the 3Sth small boiler-like machine under ,. 
man finished sha\·ing on the pressure where d.Jatomaceous 
same blade. The men, all of earth . works with a filter trap 
th~ 3rd Platoon, Co. C, !st Bn., to finally purify ihe water. Then 
11th Inf., had movl'd from one' . It Is stored in a l,200·gallon tank 
operation to another minus ~ from which water trucks . and 

· their Ci•ld gear which would · trailers draw the drinkable wa· 
catch up with them In a few ter .. 

A SPARSE HARVEST can be expected by 
the enemy this season. ·Paratroopers from 
Co. · C, 1st Brt:, 505th Inf., 82nd Airborne 

speaker 
we are going lo let up on artil­
lery fire, we tell them that also; 
and when we give {hem their 
last chance to rally, surrender 
or get killed. they know we are 
not kidding." 
~ 

34 Reel 
rockets 
locatecl 

CAMI' RED BALL, (82nd. 

Division uncovered a huge rocket cache in 
the Saigon area. 

'\ 
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A.ttack (Continued from 
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,... Bn.. :Wth ,\rtillcrv was e:i llt•tl a nd a laq.,:P arms ;r' dtc hf'h ind. 
in to gi\'r <1ukk · air support. llowt•\'t'r, ll•ss lha three hours 
Thl' Air FotTe's "Spooky" tram l:lter they hit the fi;cl.Jase !lJ,!tlin, 
;1rri\'t.•tl to J..:i\'(.' the Col.>ra gun· this time with a bnrrni.:e or 
~hips illumination. · l~Omm mortar rountls riml 

Al our point, the rm•rnr wns 107mm ro<·keis. 
able In prm·lratc the outt•r wir.... With in minult's Art<•r tlH' firsl 
onl\' to bt• eut down b\· :i hail rounds imp:u·tctl. :1 hcliroptrr 
of ·bullrls from :ibo,·c ' :ind be· scou t team from the ~nd llri· 

THE ARMY REPORTER 

low. ' ga<le Scouts was in 1hc air. Tht· ~~!ir~;;;~~~~~~::.;]~~ 
·---Arlilltr)'llltn- fro111-Jllry. --- D.->1·oul•- loc~led-lhc_NVA_llr i nt.:- lll 

!JI Jin .. 51h Artillery , luwcn•d posilions and directed arlilkry 

1
1 •ir IU5mm howitzt•rs an<l fired fir(" on them. 
arly 900 rounds poinl-bl:ink Captain Frrdt ·1·irk L. Kuhns. 
o lhe l'harging enemy. U.S. ad\'isor wilh the Al!Vi\' 

01her arlillery units locall•d Ht•ginwnl on LZ Doi, praised 
al nearby LZ's Rita ~111cl Jake thr raj1itl s11ppor1 he rrl·t•i\'rd 
firt•d nvrr 1.:!00 high rx11losi\'t' from lht• lst Ca\', "The support 
rounds in support, plus illumi· w;.1s jus t ranlast ic," he said. 
nation rounds lo mark targets "We got evt•rything we nskrd 
for ,\ ir Force bombs. for without hesitation." lie also 

Al 6: JO a .m., lhe NVA broke J:lraisl'd the 2nd Dri;:ade Scouls 
•h ··- rnnt:1ct, l~aving · thCir W(iirnd<;cl ·- ;.1rn( Cre·tJih·d them with krlot:k· 

ing the enemy off balance be· 

Ivy· crews 
Fix bridge 

fore the alla<·k, thus making 
!hem execult• it prcnwtun•ly. 

While flying a lasl light rcl'on 
of lhe area, lhc scou t lt'ant had 
spoll<•d a group of NVA hiding 
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11.\N ME TllUOT, (4th INF)­
Th" old Fn·ncl1 bridge crcakt•rl 
as thl' l:111k started lo ch.Jtler 

_in a lreeline near the LZ. "We 
t•ngnged with M1iO mathim·g u11 
fire, killini:: IS of them," ex­
plained WO William Aulln. "We 
!hen directc·d artillery in on the 
locallon." 

RESUPPLY hy chopper is the life line for 
the troops in the field. In this pndcly scene 
sn11thwest of Snii:on, inf:rntrymcn of , the 

l!J!Jth In fa ntry ilrignclc's ~nd nn .. :l nl Inf. 
unloncl l'ases of C-rations. 

ut·ross. 
Suddcnh·, li5 tons of ma­

chim·ry <·rashed JO fret inlo lhe 
rivt.•r as tht! span gave ' w~1y, 
t·ullins.: ;.in importan t supply link 
to . thl' :!ml Brigade's forward 
an·a in tht.• CPntral JliJ.:hlnnds 

""'" Ban Mc Thuot. 
,\ spt.·t'ial unil rerL•ive<l the 

1·:111 lo rt'OPl'n lhe road - the 
111<•11 of lhe 50~lh 1-:nglnt•t•rs 
l'ancl llr ltlgc Co. 

"The l'rcw of the lank a11d 
lhl' vehicle were alright, but till' 
bridi;c was beyond n•pair," Lt. 
Clifford llurns lein said. 

Wnit !or bridge 
While wt• walled . for lht• 

hri<lJ.:l' to :1rrivc, Burnstein con­
tinued . "wl' ht.•gan ·setting up tht! 
hridgc si lc ". which is the most 
time cons umtni: part or hulltl · 
ini.: this type of spa n." 

t-:m·ly the next mornlni:, !ht• 
lwo platoons left ror the rlYl'r 
with t.•tu:h one o( thl'ir . 12, Uvt• 
Ion t rm:ks lonclcd with st.•ctlons 
nf lht• i•n'-f<!brlcated brhl)(t'. 

Alremly the men were ci1rry­
in~ p;rncls and girders lo th" 
huihlini.: sill' untl<·r the watchful 
1•yc of lhc hlrdgc NCO. 

"IV~ Join the purwls lnt.:t•lht•r 
wilh pin"" S<•ri;cnnl Jeppesen 
remarked. "As each secllon Is 
c.·ompktcd , stt.•t.•I girders nrt.• 
l'lam1ml to the panl'is lo hold 
tlw two ·sides to~etlu•r . " 

The nll'n slrugglcd undt•r !ht• 
wright of 1ht• panl'ls a n d 
girdt•rs. 

Heavy work 
" It 's n•al tough," S1>cc. 4 

Oa11i<·I Charvln said ... ~:ach pane·! 
wt•h.:hs mon• thnn 500 r>ounds 
aud l 0 ad1 girder more than 700 
pounds. Wt."11 usf' 80 purwls nnd 
:!O girdl•rs 111 lhis bridge.• mul ii 
all hu s to be put tog l' lht•r lly 
hand." 

:\s eadt JHllll'I was li(lt-d up 
anti piurwtl inln plat' t'. lht.• nwn 
hurried l.Jat·k (nr unothl•r 01\t'. 

"Lay ho" J<'PP<'Sl'nl )'t•llc•d. 
Thl· mt.•11 s urrounding . the p8nl'l 
got a firm grip on the sll'<'I 
hrm·es . 

Trucks provide light 
~\ s nigh t ft"ll. lwmlli ghts from 

tht· hridgc- tr11c:k' ... ~·1·n· lurnt•d 
011 lo provldt• lllumlnulion mul 
!ht• 111r11 t•t111tirn1t•tl lo work . 

Tht• nighl h<ul lurn<·d inlo 
c·arh· morning bt>(ort• th c 
lauril'hing nost! rt•adwd · the 
f,tht•r sidt.'. It was tnkl•n apart 
and thl'.' n·st or the span pushed 

Kuhns said the 1111il diS<'O\'t•red 
by lhc scouts ma y have b('rn a 
di\'('rsionar\' rorrt· that \\'i.IS In 
hil the LZ while lhe hum:111 
wa\'t• attack strurk Crom thr 
other side. 

Medals of Hdnor 
Six clet;1int•t•s wen" lakrn by 

!ht• AHVN Bci.:imcnl, :incl lhree 
NVA soltli<'rs surn·ndered t11Hh·r 
lhc Chico l!oi program. 

W<•apons capl111'ed inchulcd fiO 
AK-47 :issaull rifles, 12 Jl-411 
rol'kel la11nC'hcrs , 2~ hungalor t• 
lOl'fll'does, ~ heavy ontl 7 light 
rnad1im•guns. slxt~· H2mrn mor· 
tar rounds and 50 salclll'I 
l'liargt•s. 

19li7, Da vis distinguisht•<l " him· 
self while ser\'inJ: as a rannmt· 
t•cr wilh Olr)'. C, ~1ul Jln., 41h 
A1·tillcry. Around ~ a .m., th " 
hase came urulcr lll'avy mot" 
tar nllal'k. Simultaneously, an 
esllmatcd rdnrorcctt Viel Cont.: 
ballallon launchrtl a fl e r!'" 
ground nssaull. The VC drovt• 
forward until only 

·~-· 

lllh CAV PHOTO 

WITH INTENSE concentration n Victnnmesc boy · f:!ets 
ready to ~hoot hi~ m:irhle. 

nratt•d lhl'm from lht· rin· ~ llP· 
port bast'. 

DrtC'cting a rw::irhr t • ru~mr 
positi on, ht.' srizt·tl a mad1irtt· · 
gun and provided c·ovc·r £in• for 
his gun l'l't'\\' , as llwy attt•111pt· 
ed lo hrlnt.: direl'l arllll,.ry rtrr 
on the encmr. Despilt· his l'f. 
rorts. an enemy rt•<·oillc•ss r irtt.• 
1·ountl sC'Orl'tl a din·<·t hit 11po11 

::~~·1e~r" 1 i~ 11~t1?' l.1,~~l~~·t·. r1:~!~~! :11~~~1\ 
\\'t•apon . llt• s lr11J,!g lr1l In his 
rt•ct and rt'111r11cd lo flu· hnw· 
ilZl'I', Whid1 Was ht1rni11g (uri · 
011sly. 

"Ignoring n ·pt•alt-d warrling . ..; 
In Sl'l'k l'OVc•r-, he rarnnwd a 
shell Into lhc gun. Disn•ganlin..: 
a withrring hail or erwmy fin· 
dirt•clcd against his posiliou , 
he aimrcl and rirc•d tht' l11mdtz. 
t.•r which rollc•cl h:u ·kwanl , 
knocking him violC"nll y lo the 
ground ," the cit a lion said. Un· 
claunted he · rc•lurnt•rl and fin·d 
lhe weapon tour mon• tinws 
even though he was painfull y 
wounded hy mortar rirt'. 

"Dlsn•gurdlnt.: his exl<·ns ivt• 
Injuries and his inahilily to 
swim, he pickt•d up an air mat · 
tn•ss and slrlll' k out at.Toss 1111' 
dt.•cp rivt·r to rl'Sl'Ut' thn·e 
wountll'd comrades 011 the far 
side. Upon n•aching lhe tl1n•p 
wounded mt•n , he slood uprighl 
and fired into the d t•nst• vegt·la· 
lion lo prevent lht.• Vlt.•t C.:onJ.: 
from advancing," it contimwcl. 
l.aler he reluso·tl nll'rlical al · 
IPntinn and joirn·d anolher how. 
il ~ t 'I' t..·n·w whid1 firrd al lht• 
Plll'nt\' (or<'l ' until it hrok<.' eon· 
l:tl, :nul 11"'1. 

Specialist Wetzel 
Wt•lzPI Panwd hi"' award 

while us a door f.! llllller with 
!he t7:Jrcl Assault Jlelit·nptt·r 
Com pany . Jlp was st · r vi ng 
ahoanJ a hrlic-nplc·r which wa:-; 
Jli.lfl O( an irtSl'l"liflll for< ·r 
lrappt.•d in a lanclinJ.! zo111· hy 
i11l e11se am! dearlly lioslill' fin ·. 

Ht • was goi ng to lht• aid or 
11i ..; airn·art 1·0111111and1 ·r \\ h1 ·11 
lu• was hlown i11ln a rie ·t• p;11ldy 
:111d t•rilit •all\" \\fltl1td1·1 I h\· two 
cm•m y rm·k·t·ls lh at 1•\'.i)l(lflt•d 
ju"' t i11l'11rs away from him. 

".\!though hle1·1lin1: prorus. ·ly 
duf' to lhl' loss or hi..; lt·rt a rm 
and severe woumls in his ri;.!'ht 
a rm . che~t :-incl ldt Jer!. ht· 

(Continued from 
page 1) 

s ta g:,.:t.> n•tl h:wk In 111 ..; 11rigi11;d 
JHl'4ll1011 in his g11 11·we·ll an ti 
took lllf' l'nt'lll)' ftirCl'S unilL•r 
rirc," his c-ilat1on n·:uls. Iii .., 
111;id1i111·g 1111 was !IH• 111il y Wt':IP· 
011 Jililt°illg l'rrt ·c· li\'C [1re Oil lhl' 
1·1w111 y al th:ll 111111· . 

"Through :i n ·~o l\"(' that nvcr­
l'anw rhc shm·k arnl i11111lerabl c­
pain of his 111juri1·s, IH' rt " 
111ai11cd al his posil1011 1111lil ht· ... 
had climinalctl lhc :1111n111a lk · 
wcapohs c111plac·1 ·1111·111 lhal had 
lu·1 ·11 i11flic·li 11 ..: lll'a\')' 1·a s11alli1·s 
on lht' J\m1 •rit'a11 lrtHlllS and 
Jll'l 0 Vcnli11g 1111'111 rro111 JUOVillJ.! . 
ag:ii11sl !his s lro11 J.! t·m· m y 
torn'," lht• dlalion said. 

In !-. pile o r al:crnalely los· 
illJ.: :111tf l'Cg:tilllllJ.! l 'OllSl'iOllS· 

nl'ss, ht • llll'n aidt>d in lhc n ·s· 
l'lli ' ur fli t• aircTart l "Ollllll:llHlt · r . 

Captain Taylor 
Taylor was dl1·d for his a l'· 

li ons. on No\' . !I, l!.Hi7 wl11!t• 
s1•rvi n..: as l• '.xc1·111 1v1• OHi1·t•r o( 
B Troop, bl S1111a1lr11n, Isl Cav. 
or tlw J\1111·r11 ·al l>ivi :-.ion. Jlis 
lroop was 1~11 J.::i:.:1·d in a11 altuc·k 
on a (orlifit'd po~ilion we:-. 1 nr 
Que Sn11 wlu ·n it ea111c ur11lt·r 
inlrnsc ern·rny rc· t..·oill1 ·"'s riflt'. 
~norlar and· ;111!0111alic w1·ap1111s 
(in• rrom an (•11e111y !-.lrong 
point lot·a lt·d i111111t ·d ia1t•ly lu its 
fr o111. One armon•d l'avalry us­
_saull Vt.' hidt• wa ... hit imme1 li­
a1el y :111d all five· tTCW 1nc · rn· 
l>t' r:-. wc·n· w1111ndcd . 

"Awa n · thal lht• ~lric·k1·11 \ ' C· 

hit'l1 · was i11 gra v1• dangt·r uf 
t·xplodin;..:. l1t· ru:-.hcd forward 
~ rul ptrsonall~- t.•xlrat·lt•d lhe 
wouru!Pcl' lo safl'1~- tlt' ' Jlilt• Ille 
hail or 1•111·111 ~· fin · and t·xpl1td · 
i11g a1111111111it io11." 111-. .1·itallu11 
rc·ads. A rc ·w 111i1111l1 ·.,. \ lalc·r ht· 
n·pcalrd lhi-. ad \\ lw11 :11111lhc·r 
ACAV w;1s hil . Shortl y aflt•r· 
ward Ille \'<' h ide c·xplo1h·tl. 

A.'i he wa " rl'l11r11i11g lo hi .... 
\' ehiC'/1', a h11r:-. li11..: nwrl ;tr 
rnuncl pai11(u1J y wou11cl1 ·d hi111. 
"Yl'I ht• \'alia11th· n ·turm·d to 
his \ 't' hit'lc · lo rt•l1;c·al1• lhc· 111l'd · 
ic·al 1·\·;u·11al l1111 l:uul i11g 1or1t.• 10 
:1 11 an·a doM•r lo lht• fr1111I 
lint's ," llw l ' ll ;1llu11 "'aid . \Yhc ·n 
his \' chil'l1· t ' illlH' 11111lt·r fin· ht• 
c·n;.!aJ.:t'd lhe c'lll'rn~· with hi"' 
own mad1i111• gun killing lllrt ·t· 
rrn·m~·. A~ain another \'thidt· 
was "' ' rul'k arnl h1• rc!'<t. 'Uecl 1111' 
11t"l't1 fl:llll"' h1 ·fon· 11 t·xrilnfr · .. 


