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Americalj · ·kills 194 • 
IR 

A merical Div 
, f 

hunh•r-tillt•r tram from lht• 3rd Sqund­
run, 11m l*a\•alry durlni.: :"lnalh-rt·d al·tion 1st Cav Div 

. Uecemoer .l..J, 1 Yoo 

Dec 3-Dec 9 

I CorpS 
SoldlL·rs o( thl• Anu.•rkal Di\'bion k!Ht<l in supsi>rt of t.ll\'bion infantr~· nh•n nim.• bt (' ;,1\';.dr\' l)i\'ision sol<lit•rs rt'l'Orlt•tl· 

)94 ··n~my during a IH'<'k o! tn.•a1·y mil··s nflrlhll't•sl or T;in ,\n , I\· killt•tl ~6 'or !Ill' enl'lll)' in Sl'altt•rt•d 
!ighlin~. Old Rt•linble soldit•rs nncl supporting :i,·tion during the week . 

mnhih'), 50lst liUnntrr wt•rc lctl to un 
1•1 ll' m y hunkrr l'ot111 lc•x h)" n Vt: SUSIH'l't. 
ll'h1h• St·:m·hing tftt• art·u, lhc suhlil'rs 
t' n).:a gt•d Sl'\'t•ral t•ncmy soldiers, killln~ 
s ix amt t•apturing two imli\•1Uual wt•apons 
in spo radic t.•ontac..·ts. On Dt'<'. 6 Anwril'al Corel'< :md sup- ~unship · cri•ws rt•portt-d killing :IY \'i,•t At·tinn inl'n•yst•cl in tht• 1st C'al"alrr 

----<p<>F-ting-t.d~i'"...;Jl--.;iirs1rH.-es orcmmted (or Con:.: in scatten.•d ;ll' tions in Uw ~kkong Di\'isinu's an•a or opt.•rntwns on Dt•c. -1 
43 em·mv ki lkd iMn~"~·i d".",--:,,~,.~sc·~.a"'.t':-1,"·r"',-d'7--"a"'c -'--'o~ •• ~1t"a-'o"-n-""o"',."" .. ". "-6". "-'"'-'"'-""'-"'--"'-"'-""-'-''-"'-""-~,;.,.,,... -.tl~mll'!H;:ilttrii;-lrrirrm;-:<nl 

T roo1wrs from thl• 1st nn ., 501:nd ln-
f.11tt 15 \\ t it' 011C1 .1lir1g in-thr-:om-m~t'fit----­
a nd found the body of one t•nc..•my up-tions in. th"· southrrn pOrtion or tht> I Riflt.•mt.·n from the 3rd Brig:idc ;m<l dil·rs . 

Corps T:il'ticnl Zont•. chopper ~unnt•rs from the 3rd Squadron. Two l'ompanit•s o! the 2nd Battalion part•ntly killrd by · artillery . 
Bra1·e and Dold soldit•rs o! th<• !9Sth 17th Cal':ilry rt•portt•d killing ·14 t•nt•my (..\irmobilt•l. Kth Cavalry engag<·d tlw 

Lii:ht Infantry Rri~ad•• and supporting In '"' lions et•ntered ei~ht milt•s northwest t•nemy :rnd kilkd IS o! tht•m in night ac· 
airstrikt's n•portl•dly . killt>d :!:l enemy in of Tan . An . tion l :? milt's southl'ast of Katum . Durini.: 

Ear ly !ht• sanw day, l'lt•nwnts from 
llll' !s t lln., 3~7th Infantry kilh•d one 
t•rwmy whl•n thC'y t•ni.:ui.:c..-d au estinrnh•d · 

sC'&ttt>rt•<f ron1acts in the Til•n PhuoC'·Chu· a swl'l'Jl of thl• art>a nt first light, 19 
Lai an•a . 1st Avn Bde addi1innal bodies Wl'ro found. bringing 

· t•rw my platoon . While scarchin.: tlw an•a. 
tht·~· a lso roumt the bodit•s of two t'flt'lll)' 

kil kd in a pn•vious ~u·tinn. In!aHtr\'lneo from lh•• 196th killt-d Gunm•rs Crom lht• 1st ..\l'iation Ilrig;Hlt• tilt' tolal kilh'<I to 37. 
eig ht V1t·t· Cong- in C'Ontac..•ts in the Tam killt•d 119 etwmr in support of FrN.' World On Ul'l'. 9 1st Cavalry Division soldit•rs 
Ky-lloi An ar,•a. Forr<'S and All\'N units this pnst week. killt•d 46 NVA troops. 11 th Ca v Regt 

Amt"rirnl Division· units nrcountrd for On Dt•c. 3 gunship cn•ws from tlw An t•ll'nl<'nt of tilt' 5th Battalion. 7th 
32 \IC nnd six NVA soldirrs killed in 1641h Combat A1·iation Group n·portt•d Cal'nir)' obs.•n·t-d !il'e NVA soldiers mov-
scaltcrrd nrtions on Dt•c. 3. k ' ll ' 31 · 11 d 1 1 · lni: aloni: a trail four •miles west or An 

T ho :wro·ri!lo 11iatoon Crom the 11th 
· Ar morl'd C;l\'alry Ht•ginwnt kilh•d fQ11r 
.. 1..•nr my and dt•tain<'d thn'l' othl•rs tlurin~ 

an t•a rly morning raid un an l'tlt'fll)' base 
10 miles north or Tan Uyen D<•c. 4. 

196th Light Infantry llrigadc soldiers, ,;:e 1i7~ko~~"~::~·t~~ Sl'a t•rt• con ac s Ill Loe. The soldiers pursued lhe live, nnd 
working throughoul lh<• lloi An-Tam Ky Crews Crom Troop ,\ , 7lh Squadron, as tilt')' closed the distance, ·rook th1•m 
area n •ported ~4 t•ncmy killed in scaltered Isl Air Cn1·alry n,•w sel'l•ral missions in und,•r fin'. The !ire was im mediately re-

. •ct1'ons 1hrou .. hout the da.i·. d .,5 ·i tl t c 1urn,•d by more enemy soldiers con-
.. o an art.•a rt•ntt•re - nu t•s sou iwC's 0 l' t•alt•d in thl• thil'k undc.'rbrush . In the 

Action bt•gan wht•n lht• soldil•rs c..•ntt•rrd 
the wood t•d area to l'\'aluute an l'Ur1ier 
airs tr ike b)' Air Fnn·o !ii:hter bomb<•rs. 
The troopt' rS round the l'lll'IU)' hiding in 
u ndrq~round bunkers . A bril•C Cin•Cight 
!ollowt•r, resulting in four kill<-d and three 
dt•ta i nt~l. 

In!antrynwn from the 11th Light Jn. Can Tho durini: the dny . Gunnt•rs rt•· ensuing baltlr, which lastt-d .more than 
!antry Brii:ade killed IZ ••nemy as they p.:rted sel'en \IC killed. 1 1 k d 

~f"Ji~t~~ i~·e~~akiY!e~grT:/~~r~~c~~r~o~~ c i::~sewhm-. Co~a c~cw~ r~~~' ~h~ 307th i 1r~~ '~r;~;,.~~ e~Cmtbew•·;,~h il'.~r,;,ored 
---- Due Pho b.1· helicoptt•r crews o! the 17~th donl1l alt Al"iat10Cn "rtlta ions - II ·. rmor- Cal'alry H••i:inwnt then joined the bat-

e e 1coptcr o. ew scvcrn missions ' talion in a sweep , or th•• art•a which 
Assault lll'licoptt•r Co. alone the southernmost coast or South 25 h I f D · 

9th In Div ______ ~cong. ____ .. ____ _ __ hunkt-r .,_ - ·-· ·---·' - ' ---- - · · ·-·-·· ~nl dlt•rs n! lho 251h Jn! Div killed 55 
f Vietnam, n•portedly killing one Vl1•t rc1·1•alt•d !il'c more~1·n1•my dt•ncl in n t n IV 

Elt•mrnts of the 9lh Infantry Dh'lslon Crews Crom the J07th Combat Avlntlou 1st Inf t•m•my during lhe week. Heaviest contact 
killed 146 in a week or hea1·y contact with Daltalion '.s 235th Aerial Wt•apons Co . re· . · · •. 

1 
t . Divl was made un D<•c. 9 wlwn infantrymt•n 

the enemy. ported killing 21 rnrmy in scaltered ac- ln!nntr) nwn of the !st. n an r) · a nd supportinc lighter pilots and gunship 
On Dec. 3 Old Reliable soldiers or the tlons on Dre. 4 In Chuoni: Tien Prol'ince. sion killed 3s enemy soldiers during the c rcwm,·n killt•d 26 <'nomy i;, scattered 

9th Dil"ision , supporting gunship crews Gunships crews from the !64th Combat Wt·c~. al'tion. 
and tactical oirstrikes accounted !or 24 Al'lotlon Group reported klllin~ ll enemy t::l<'!'1ents o! the 1st Iln ., 2nd In!. . In that duy 's lurgest conflict 14 NVA 

k·11 d · ed I I d · I h JI! k D I operating In the nrt•n or nn earlier D-52 . k . · 1 
'''"''.ftirrt:e; ~~e~;n~~erc nc~i~~~· by a t~ .. ~~;:,e;edn~~t1ons n t e e ong e tn nirstrlke !t•n· miles mt o!. Lai Khc, were ~~let~·~~ wC·~~. - ~~l~it~:~ ~'1~~~~ s~~~ iw2~sJ 

3rd 

t~lh Gp, !SI A1·n 

moving through dense Jungle Dre . . R • . D • , . 
·he the. cam, upon n partly destroyed Ilrlgndc s 1st n., 5th In!. were conduct-
~ " ) c h b k m m.: a l'Ombat sweep whe n they cncoun-
bunker complex. In t c 23 - un er co . lerrd an cncm1• force at 11:50 n.m "Alter 
piex, the lnfnntrymt•n found ROO pounds . · 

, . of rice, S<'l'eral small bunkt•rs nnd the the Initial contact., tht• . U.S. troopers 
bodies o! six Viet Cong . They then en- pullt-d back a. su!hc1ent <1.1st:rnc1• :ind put 
gagt•d 8 small VC force ond, bat"ked by in a,\I t~ie nrt.1llt•ry ?nd ?":strihs 

3
ava1la-

hrllcoptrr i;unshlps !ought !or more than blr, s.ild llla!· Joe 1Ugb1• .2nd I rigadc 
on hour killing IS The somt• doy on 01wrotlons o!hcrr. Ent•my fire c<•ased nl 

·---- - .. eil'ment ' 0 c lhe 2nd '. 11n., 2Rlh rnr. killed . 1 p.m\ und the lnfantr)'m<•n swrpt t)!rouch 
on. VC In an engogcment eight miles th~ nh•a counting 14 enemy dead and 
we~t of Lat Khc ~n plurlng one cn•w·scn·l•d und four 

' 1ndlvldual weapons. 
23rd A rty Gp 199th Inf Bde 

Pn•clslon !Iring and close coordination 
with an al'riul observer hos resultrrl In Two Viet Cong were killed by 190th 
at lrnst 20 rnemy killed by mrmbers or Light Infantry Ilrlgatle soldiers during an 
the 23rd Artillery Group In action durlni: ombush the night o! Ike. 0 two miles 
the past wet•k. ;. . soulhwt•st of Due Jina . A company !rum 

In notion Dec. 3 on aerial observer the 2nd lln., 3rd Jn!. spotted !our enemy 
spoiled 0 recol1less rl!le position near 0 In the "Plncap1>le llcgion" southwest o! 
U.S. !Ire support base 20 milt•s north or Due lion while on u night ambush . The 
Dau Tieng. ln!antrymrn cngui;t•d th~!o 1r, killing two 

The observer coiled !or 105mm and capturing one AK-H !le. 
howitzer !Ire Crom Dattery A, Sth Bn., E arlier in the week while operalinc 

· 15th Artillery, located at the !ire support In the same "pineapple region" on Dec. 
base. . . 4, soldiers from the 3rd lln .. 7th In!. ·sank 

Infantrymen Crom the ht Cuvnlry three sumpuns. While srurchlng the area, 
Division swept the ores niter the !Iring !hey Connd u J~-hunker cmnpk·x cont~ln-
hnd ceased and reported lh:it the artillery Ing a. s~noll ~uantlt~ ?! ~ou~ a1~d me~1cal 
fire had killed 10 NVA in the area one supplies. The bunk< rs "e1e destroyed. 

--. -or whom- appenreil to 6e an cirrtce;. ---- J;d Bde 82nd A bn Div 
J An aerial observer from the 23rd . . / · . ? 

Artillery Group spotted !our sampans . Soldie rs Crom the 3rd Brigade, 8_nd 
containing 12 enemy on a rivt•r west of Airbo rne experienced vt•ry hght contact 
Tay Ninh. The observer new clear or the !he past week as t

0
hey killed sevrn e.n~rnY -

area and waited for target clearance On Dec. 3 H2nd A!rhorne D1v1sion 
before returning. soldiers killed one Viet Cong and dcsl ~oy-

--- -- _ As · soon as he spotted them, they ed a 100-bunker enemy complex. . 
- opened fire with automatic weapons, . Soldier s Crom the !st Rn . ., 508th Inf.~ 

hittillll: his right wing. He then called in killed .the VC as he w:is moving down a 
artillery !ire Crom Dattery B 2 d Bn trail nine mllos south or Sa1g<>., . 
32nd Artillery at Tay Ninh ' " The ne xt day 's action saw the 82nd 

' Division solclit'rs kill two Vh•l Coni: ;ind 
5th SF Gp destroy u 70 ·bunker enemy complex In 

Clvillan Irregular Defense Group sol· 
dlers acompanlcd by advisors Crom the 
5th Special Forces Group killed 100 enemy 
soldiers . in contacts throughout the Re­
public of Vietnam during the week. The 

. Vietnamese troops with their American 
advisors also detained 19 suspects and 
seized 50 weapons. 

101 st Abn Div 
101st Airborne Division soldiers re­

portedly killed 21 enemy In a week or 
light action . ~ 

- on Dec. ·3 · screaming F.agles - or- th1· 
!Olst Airborne killed ten enemy and 
found the bodies of !our others in scat­
tered actions in the Nevada Eagle area. 

Elements Crom the 1st Baltalion (Air-

light action. ..... 
A reconnaissance clement from the 

brigade engaged an estimated live Viet 
Cong along a trail seven miles north­
northwes t o! Saigon. During a brief ex­
change of fire, two Viet Cong were killed 
a nd lwo individual weapons were cap­
tu red . 

4th Inf Div 
In ll~hl al'tion Dec. 4, u n·cnnnalssance 

t•l l•mcnt from the 2nd lln •• :15th Jnr. Count! 
several abandoned l'ncmy bunkers two 
m ilrs southwest or the Due Lap CIDG 
camp and the body of one NVA soldier. 
On Dec. 5 other divis ion t•lrmenls found 
a nd dest royed several bunkers and . tunnel 
complexes IJ miles ~outhl'a .s l of Kontum. 
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Awards and decorations 

SAIGON (lllh C,H') - Pfc. 
Lester Kopsolias received the 
nation's second ~·hC'st award, 
the Distinguished en•i ce Cross, 
recently while se ing with the 
I Ith Armored valry Regi· 
ment"s First Squadron. 

Gen . Creighton W. Abrams, 
commander of U.S. forces in 
Vietnam pinned the decoration 
on Kopsolias at A Troop's com-

. mand post at Tan Son Nhut air 
base. 

The award stemmed from 
Kopsolias "s actions on July 18, 
1968 when A Troop of the First 
Squadron was c-onducting a re· 
c-onnaissanee-in-rorce operation 
near Loe Ninh. 

The troop was s w e e p i n g 
through a rubber plantation 
when an NV A company opened 
up on· !hem with smalr arms, 
automallc weapons and anti· 
tank rockets. 

Immediately the young Black· 
horse trooper di rec t e d his 
armored ca\'alry assault vehl· 
cle in a counter assault: taking 
the lead when the track in front 
of him was hit and totally dis· 
a bled. 

Then suddenli• two enemy 
rockets hit his track, wounding 
the entire crew. . ... 

Kopsollas called for a medic 
· and to~ether !hey n•moved the 

seriously wounded crew - gave 
them first aid and carried them 
one hundred merers through the 
Intense fire fight to an evacua­
tion vehicle. 
Disrr~ardlng 

0
hls wou

0
nds, he 

DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE CROSS 

Lt. Vincent II. Okamoto 
Capt. Millard A.' Peck 
Col. George S. Patton 

SILVER STAR 
Spec. ~ Rod~er L. Tuggle 
Lt . William J. Harp 

.SCc. Bennie B. Roberts 
Capt. William E. Clarke · 
Stuff S~t. Daniel R. Oquendo . 

returned to hi: lcAV and quick· 
Jy mounted thei.5o caliber ma· 
chine gun. Slapping a fresh belt 
or nmmo into tne machine gun 
he .,st arted spr~ing the enemy 
positions with d"eadi)' lire . 

Twenty-five enemy soldiers at · 
tempted an assault on his posi· 
tion . 

The lone de I ender o( the 
track. Kopsolias rerallaled once 

a~aln with his de~dly .50 caliber 
- killing srveral and scattering 
the rest. 

lie was wounded again , but 
comple!ely ignored his wounds 
and took complete command 
when troopers were sent 10 aid 
him. He remained in charge un· 
til 1he batlle ended and only 
lhen did he agree to have his 
wounds treated . 
~ 

. - . 1111'1 Cav Pf'lolo , DISTINGUISHED 
FL YING CROSS · 

Capt. Herber! J. Spier Jr. 
WO Peter L. Leonard · 
Capt . Willie H. Boyd 

STANDING TALL is Pfc. Lester Kopsoliu o~ the 11th . 
Armored Cavalry Regiment as General . Creighton W. 
Abrams Commander of U.S. Forces in Vietnam, awards 

· ·him th~ Distinguished Service Cross. 

Pago 5 

from the desk 'of 

Shortimer Sam 
Q. Dear Sam, I will be extending !he necessary number ol 

days plus two for good measure In order lo get the five mopth 
early out. Upon leaving Vietnam. I will ha've,'("rved 19 months and 
two days active duty. 13 and one half mo"ig.s i~ RVN . I wo\lld 
like to know what I have coming In the way of VA educational 
benefits? Spec. ~ J .D.L., Isl Cav. 

A. According to a recent (Oct.) revision, you may receive ont!" · 
and one half months financial support towards your education IOI' 
every . month you have served In lhe Army, lo Include lhe Urne In· 
volved In your early drop. For you, this adds up to 36 months ol 
VA support 

0

toward• y~ur educat~on. 

Q. Dear Sam, I spent one full tour here in Vietnam and came 
back in April of this year for a second time around. I want to 
extend for another six months but would like to get out of my 
prest•nt job (engineer) and do something else. I heard that the 
Army has rscorts for dcceast'd personnel and I would like to extend 
mr tour for this. What USARV reg. covers this and how would I 
go about applying for this ? Sgt. E.H .. 173rd Engr. Co. 

A. USARV Reg. 638·31 covers mlllt.ary escorts and st.ales that 
remains shipped from RVN to CONUS, Hawaii, Alaska or posses­
sions of the Unir.,,,1 St.ates wlll not normally require an escort. 
Upon· request of next of kin, howe•·er, a military escort wlll normal· 
ly be pro\'lded !rom RVN I( this command ha• declared his avail· 
ablllty. To qualiCy as a military escort, you must have completed 
flve-slxlhs of your normal tour of du ty In RVN. ApprO\•al ol mill· 
tary escorts not sp•clfleally requested by next ol kin must be 
obtained directly from Chief, Support Servkt'S, Department of 
the Army. 

Q. Dear Sam, I have a question lo ask you concerning a song 
. we heard on the radio the other dar. It 's called "Lov•. Sweet 
Love". I would like to know who sang it? Spec. ~ T .G .. 4th Inf. Div. 

' 't~My good friends down at AFVN tell me It's gofog to be bard 
to d Inc which artist sang the version of the song that you 
heard ey have recordings hy Polly Bergen, Marilyn ~taye, and 
the or al artist, Jackie De Sha nnon , who, lncld"'1lly, al•o wrote 
the song. In addlllon lo these female vocaUsls, th•"Y abo have 
versions by Glenn Yarbrough and Instrumentals by Wes Mont· 
gomery and Stan Geu. " . . 

Q. Dear Sam, are there any restrictions on taking home Viet· 
namese liquor? Spee. ~ A.F ., 59th S.D. 

A. There sure are. You may take one wine gallon of alcoholic 
beverages back to tbe United States. Of that gallon, thrtt quarts 
must be distilled or otherwise manufuctured and boUled In the 
United States, American Samoa, Virgin Islands, or Guam. That 

.leaves you one quart of Vldnamese liquor. By the way, you also 
have to be 21 and lhe llquor must accompany you and not be shlp­
ll"d as hold baggage. . . ' . . . 

Q. Dear Som, I read In thb Army Times In September or Oclo· 
ber that EM who had served In Vietnam since September 1966 
were going to be awarded the Expeditionary Medal. My personnel 
say thnl they 'know of it only being awarded to Korea. What 1.s 
the correct answer? Starr Sgt. B.M.B., !24th TC. 

A. I belleve that you might have 'mlslnfcrpreled the article In 
the Army Times. I didn't notice It, hut my sources Jn USARV 
a'wards Branch tell me that lhe Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal 
was awarded to Vietnam veterans for the period of July I, 1958 
through July 3, 1965. As for other Armed Forces Expcdlllonary 

.'\t!j~ · . d h Mednis you can find them In AR 672·5·1. As for your r"llnble p"r· 

Ref I m"' '\a·· n'. " e· arn· ·s awar· t e sonnel,°ih.,y don't DPll"ar to be too shuri> on their Information. Hut I e . . ~ then that is what 1 am h"re for?. ~ 
· .'., · • , b. -.'. tf f. : : ;•1 Q. De~r Sam, I would like to know who to talk to in order to 

h d f • ht " . ' ' ' gel stationed In Bangkok as an R&R liaison NCO. I was supposed --·· ar --way- 19 1ng- u a o ----•-- to DEROS on Oct. 25 of this year but extended for six months In 
. , order to get this position . I cannot locate !he man at USARV who 

CHU . LAI, (Amerkal)-As I( D1l\·ls ls still Impressed by the 
(Jghtlng the elusive enemy In,. animal. "He came out of that 
Vietnam Jsn"t rough enough, Jn. pen and did a right race on a 
Contrymen mar have to keep an dime. Any drill sergeant would 

• t•ve out tor VC-•ympalhlzlng have been proud," he comment· 
,.:ater. buffalo. . 

1 
· ed. · · · 

Pfc. Vance s. Davis was real· . As his buddies dived (or cov: 
tr butraloed when 11 look him er, Davis leveled his M-15 and · 
longer than usual to get a purple fired, hilling his target lour or 
heart he had earned the hard (Ive llmesl "It didn't even laze 
war. him... Davis said. " I tried to 

dodge him, but he looked . like 
The Caci was thai nobody ·be· a wall charging at me." . 

lleved Davis from America! DI· The buffalo hooked to one side; 
vision's 196th lnlantry Brigade. caught Davis Jn the small of the 

.,,, 

back and nung him Into the air. 
Looking the part of a Callen 

matador, Davis was dusted orr 
to DaNang and spent ss days In 
tbe hospital with Internal In· 
Juries. Some men In his com· 
pany later found the wounded 
buffalo and . Issued a cou~c 
grace. ·- · 

Looking back on !J.ls na row 
brush with the "enemy" avls 
still has trouble making p pie 
believe his - story Isn 't bull - · 
just buffalo. Following his name In the casual· 

tr report o( · 2nd Bn., Isl Inf.. 
Is the entry-" Cause: Charging · 
hostile VC water buffalo.". 

Da•·ls w?.s a rlneman In the 
last platoon of a com;.1ny that 
was conducting a sweep of the 
area near Que Son. 

WO's deeds win--DFC . 

Along the side of the trail was 
. a high hedgerow. As he turned 
a corner he wa~wldenly con· . 
fronted with enemy ·sniper fire. 

"Just then l saw this buffalo 
Jn a pen about ten feet away," 
said Davis . "I turned and when 
I looked again he wasn 't there. 
That's when I knew he had bust· 
ed out-guess the sniper lire had 
spooked him." he added. 

· PHUOC VINll dst Cn)-WO 
. Norman L. Helmke was rvccntly 

awarded the DlstlngulsMd Fly· 
Ing Cross for his heroic actions 
as a helicopter pilot with the !st 
Air Cavalry Division . 

On Aug. 19. Helmke, then a 
member of Btry. E, 82nd Artil· 
lery, was flying over Landing 
Zone Carol, IO miles southeast 

.of Quang Tri City, when the• 
base was hit by a barrage or 
NV A rockets. 

Without h,esllatlon, he set his · 
ship down In the midst o( the 
explosions to evacuaie a battal· 

. Ion commander. Then he return­
ed io pick up .several artlllcry 
observers and new them, de· 
spite continued heayy· enemy 
fire, over the suspected launch· 
ing sites. The observers . called 
in llre on the NV A, forcing them 
to abandon their bombardment 
of the LZ. 

told me there was a posslblllty of getting !his poslllon. Can I get 
this Job or am I stuck for the six months? Starr. Sgt. W.A.M., 
173rd Spt. Bn. 

A. I regret to Inform you !hut USARV f>"rsonnel are eligible 
for seleetlon to the following liaison teams: lluwall; Penang; 
Kuala Lumpur; Singapore; Taipei; and Tokyo. USARV personnel 

.· are not cUglble for any other R&R sites. If you d•slre the proper 
omce for further Information, write to USARV llQ's, ATIN: 
A VHAG·B, for you do have six other chokes for liaison NCO. . . . . . 

Q. Dear Sam, when I arrived In country two months ago I 
was told that I was authorized so many R&R "s, so many leaves, 
and so many In-country passes . Now I am In my unit and am told 
that I should consider myself lucky to receive one R&R which I 
will gel, so I am told . Also, is It possible for a single man to get' an 
R&R In Hawaii ?' Pfc. D.O., !98th Inf. , 

A. This sounds like the run of the mlll Info given to newly 
arrived men (or duty In Vietnam. You can pick up ulmoot-..ny sort 
of ln!ormatlon· on any suhJect with no gr"at degree of authenticity: . 
As for R&R, you are authorized one R&R out ol country and one 
In, th" latter providing you are not short sbrllng your unit. You 
may. take seven days leave out-country, and the passes are up 
to your unit commander. As for R&R In Hawaii for a single man, 
be my guest. There u no preference for married men for R&R In 

. Hawaii. Don't give R&R serious thought right awpy, though as JI 
Is best to br.,ak up your .tlw.r by taking R&R around your sixth 
month In Vietnam or 111Q1f':~ 

· Questions on any subject may be sent to Shortlmer Sam, Jn 
care ol ·The Army Reporter, liq, USARV, APO 96375. All questions 
will be given prompt attention and deep thou11ht. Unsigned ·or 
anonymous tellers will not be answered. 


