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Vietnam Communique Dec 16-Dec. 22 

Am~rical papntls enemy in I Corps 
America/ Div 9~/ ( Div <-n1•m)'. Solclh·rs or tile lst nn., 18th Inr. Kontum City klllln~ two .VA soldiers . . 

--· - -- n killl•d two \'it•t Con).: in nctlon Sl'Vl' ll The (ollowin).: day tvynH·n n•porll.'<l 
Soldiers or the America! Division sa w ·soldiei'"s- rrom he 9111 Inlanlry Dil·I· - mil1•s 1•as1 or Lal Khe. killin~ two more em•rny as a n•1•onnais-

the heaviest action of the week, re· sion reporll'd killing 15~ enemy in a w1•ek Elsewh1•re. one enemy· was ki111•d by sance patrol killed ooe enemy eight 
portedly killing 309 enemy. o( heavy lighting. . elements o( the tst lln. 26th Inf. mil1•s southwest o( Dak To while an air-

Americol forces killed SR em•my sol· Old Reliable soldiers from the 9th On Dec. 20 el1•mcnts of the !st Division strike accounted (or another enemy 
dlers on Dec. 18 in their heaviest action . Division saw contact heavl1•st on Dec . 2t killed live cnl'my during a day o( scat- 1•lsewill'r<'. 

( h d II as the)' killed H In scattered contacts in t1•rcd contuets . The next day two NVA soldier. wl!re 
Three companlc• 0 1 e 2n n.. lst the division's della orca or operations. An ambush patrol from the 2nd nn.. kill<•d In an ambush rive miles southw<•st 
Inf., 196th Lli;ht Infantry nrl~odi• teamed Gun•hlp crews o( the 2Hlh Combat' l61h Inf. cn~ag1•d an estimated lour en<" of Ben !let while other lvymen reported 
up wllh support llre to kill 53 o( the Aviation Battalion's 191sl Assaull Heli· my moving down a small dirt patch finding small umounls o( mlsc•l'llaneous enemy In an ambush southwest o( An 
Hoa . Other America! soldiers- killed six copier Company reported killing 18 Vic~ near Di An . The enemy rrtuml'd fire . ent•my supplies elsewhere. 
NVA and 29 Vici Cong In scallered ac- Cons: ' In scallrrM 1•ncounlers supporllng and In the bril'f firefight, three of lh1• 3rd Bde 82nd Abn· Div 
lion throughout lhe southern portion of Isl Brigade elements . After being air· en,•my wen• k1lkd. 1 

inserted, Infantrymen from. the 2nd, Bn.. 1st Cav · D1'v Action wus light for the Jrcl llrlgalle, 
the I Corps Tacllcal Zone. Eight more J9lh In(. killed two VC near Sa Dec. R2nd Airborne during the week as the)' 
enemy bodies were round in shallow Supporting the 3rd Brigade. gunship Action was scallen•d during the werk reported killing one Viet Cong. 
graves west o( Tam K)', crews of D Troop, 3rd Squadron, 5th (or soldi1•rs of the 1st Cavalry Division On Dec. 17 infantrymen lrom the R2nd 

In all , the 1961h Light Infantry Bri - Armored Cavalry reported killing H VC as they reported killing 80 or the ent•my . Division's 2nd Bn., 505th Airborne Jnr. 
s:adc klll1•d 59 NVA soldiers and 14 Viet allcr a Navy patrol boat rcceiv1•d about llca\'lcsl eontacl ca me on Dre. 18 as sank one sampan and killed one Viet 
Con~. ~OO rounds . or small nrms nm 17 mlli•s ht Cav soldiers and supporting elcmt•nls Con~ In uctlon nine mil es south or Snl· 

The lhrre companies o( the 2nd Bn., l'ast o( Tan An. kllil•d ~2 Viet Cong. The bodies o( 17 ~on. 
~~~~r:~ :1i1i;;'1.~3 :.~;;..~~~lr~g ~V~n s~~: On Dec .. 18 9th Division soldiers along others werr also found. Two days later, infantrym1·n from 
diers six miles southeast or An Hoa as with supporting helicopter gunships, r S~ortly afl_er n~oo lhat da)'. elrnwnls lhe 2nd Bn.. 505th Jnr. tmcovcn•d an 
lhe inranlrymcn . w1•re moving out of killed 38 enemy. ob I e ..J•I Snua ron , 9lh Air Ca\'alry ,•m•my Wt•aponst cache 11 mil1•s north· 
night defonsivc position. Gunships supporting the 2nd Brigade 's 0 servd num~rous L•nemy troops aloni;:: northwest o( Saii:on. 

Mobile Riverine Force reported killing a roa 12 miles northeast or Phuoe 101 st Abn Div 
See related story page 1 

. With approximately 30 NVA soldier. 
killed, lhc enemy broke nnd ran north 
where the)' were blocked by Co. A. The 
enemy then mov1•d southwest and almost 
two miles rrom the original point or con· 
tact, · tlicy encountered Company D. Air· 
strikes hampered the chnnces for an 
c.cape to the west. Artillery and RUn· 
ship crews. were <' ttil1•d In to blast the 
cncm)'. 

Isl Bdt, llh lnl 

nine V~ I~ sca~lere\ co~llacl~I as pthey ' BIJ1r~~llo'wing alrslrlkes 41 . enemy were IOtst Airborne Division soldiers and 
opera le 1 roug out 1 e en oa rov· counted dead In lh<' area . ~ Another ele· sup1>orling el ements killed 39 of the cne-
lncc, while brigade ground troops re· ment o( the l.•t Snuotlron, 91 Air Cav•, 1- d I h ported killing six more . " - .. .. my urn~ t e past we1•k . 

1 ', Inf D,'v ry rcport1·d discovering tho Jes of On Dt•c. 21 Scrc:1H1ln~ Ea~les of illl' · 
17 NVA soldier. killed In a n !Ohl ntv (Alrmobllo•) re1>orll•ol killinK t6 

Elemen ts o( the 1.;t Infantry Divisi on 
reported killing 20 enemy soldiers in a 
w1•ek of light contact. 

Big Red One .Infantrymen of the !st 
Bn .. 28th Inf. operating m•ar DI An on1• 
Dec; .. JR encountered an esti mated Viet 
Cong platoon . and killed three of the 

previous contact by supporting fl . enemy In scvcrul L'ncountcrs as Ope ra· 
In other action , one enemy was llkd lion Nevada Eagle contlnUL•d . 

six miles west of Quan Loi. On · Dec. 26 Gunship crews of the 2nll Squadron 
soldlrrs of the Isl Cuv Division reporled 17th Armon•d Cavalry reportO'o.1 klllln~ 
killing 23 <'nemy and llndlng tho ,bodle5 rtve Vll't Con..: nl•nt· Phu l.oc urh•r J.:rounll 
of three others. troops of lhe 2no.l Dnllallon (Alrmoblle). 

Elements of lhc 2nd Bn. (Alrmoblle), l271h lnlantry murked lhe urea wilh 
12th Cavalry cncount'ercd 5cverol cnl"my smoke grenades. 
soldiers 12 miles north of Quan Loi. In Elements or lho lst nn. (Alrnioblle). 
lhe ensuing flrcllght two NVA soldiers 502nd lnlanlry killed one Viet Cong six 
were kill«!. mlles northeast ol Hue, whllc lour ene-

Elemen11 o( the 2nd Bn. (Alrmobllc), my bodies were found by soldiers of the 
7th Cavalry received small lire from same ballallon In lhe same area. 
!everal enemy seven miles northeast or Southeast o( Camp Eagle, elemrnls or 

'·• Quan Loi. · The Infantrymen returned lhe 2nd Rn . (Alrmoblle), 502nd Jnr. en· 
fire, killing lour . gaged 15 enemy. The encountn rcsult"'1 

25th Inf Div In two cncm)\ d<•ad und two Individual 
wcupons cnptJn1d. 

2~1h Infantry Division soldiers. re· Six other enl'rny were klll•'ll In seal-
. ported very heavy contact with the enc· terl'd acllons elsewhere. 
· my during the week, killing 252. 1 A Bd 

Tropic Lightning soldiers of the 25th sf vn e 
' Division and supporting elements killed Gunners from the Isl Aviation Rrl -
i 92 of the enemy on Dec . 22. The heaviest gadc killed 18 enemy In support of Free 

· action took place when 81 NVA regulars World Forces and ARYN unlls this past 
- · .. tried to overrun a putrol base. week. 

, \ 
1 

. , The base, located nine and one hall While llylng Jn s11p1>ort o( the 2lsl 
~~rn.M'!lV ·~. -..... ".".:'" ;•·:~_·1 .~ miles south o( Toy Ninh City and Infantry Division (Al\VN) 2tt miles 

':;.< -'"''ii' 1 : . " J ,, manned by men from the 4th Bn., 9th southeast of Soc Trung, i:unshlt> crews '·· · -.~', ·t''i ~:1 Inl.; came under attack a few minutes from the 13th Combat Avlullon Banal· 
~F··' . '( .: ;. ) :,- alter midnight. An observer spotted an Ion 's 12.tst Assault ll clicopter Company 

pu:rro ;., .• ' ··• ·· "<~· · •·· ··~estimated 40 enemy moving to the w~st encountered a large fleet of enemy sam· 
· .~ :< AM tHE ''~': • ':<~ · J> o( his position. Mortar lln~as directed pans . The chopper gunners moved iu 

. . ·---·,,;,.,,; .•, QUl '.NHOtl . ~-J·:..:r on · the · enemy position, At about the and In a series o( strikes reported sink-
_' ) .; _ ;::,. :. ~~~~:;l;.;· '~\- ,b~: same time, tho baso was hit on all sides Ing ft3 sampans and killing 16 Viet Con~. 
' ' '. : ,•,I'; !<". :-:;".•!. ·:~.. ..~?•. , by an estimated two enemy battalion~ Elsewhere other chopp!!r i:umwrs 

-.;,:•;:II ' OORPS . :~·;. •!~.1· employing small arms · and automatic from the 164th Combat Avlullon Grou1> 
... ;.·1~<, . ;,.., "'"'. ·. '"·" , : weapons lire. '!'he light raged heavily reported killing two Viet Con~. sinking 
"·J.,>- :·". ~'. ·~·-:' ·t··::· :· .', (or two and one hall hours, lhen slacked live sampans and destroying three s lruc-.. ..,. ... ~.' .. '· .. ·;~ J» · o(( and cont!nued sporadically until 7:00 lures In widely scattered lnddi·nts as 

T!!OOT . .,.. ·< .• . a .m ." ' 1 • they operated throughout the Mekong 
/ ' Elsewhere, 11 more . enemy were Della. 

. killed In scattered contacls, six of whom 
'..;~- . • were credited to an Air Force air strike 
•.v · :~::, seven miles norlh·northeast o( Dau Redcatehers or Ilic 199lh Light . Inran· 

199th lnl Bde 

..... 

· .. ·. Tieng, ._ . . try Brigade experienced light ucllon dur· 
· - . In a seven and one hall hour battle . ini: the week as . they killed four cn.,my 

near Cu Chi on Dec .. 20, a reported 54 soldiers. 
·. · .. enemy were ltllled by 25th Infantry Divl- On Dec. 20 199th soldiers killed three 

slon elements. .. enemy and destroyed numerous bunkers 
. Fighting began three ~mlles northwest us they operated sou th and sonlhwesl of 
o( Cu Chi when clements. of !he . 1st Bn. Saigon 
(Mechanized), 5th In f. e• tabllshed ' con· • A company from the 2nd lln .. 3rd Inf. 
tact_ with an unknown number of ,Viet . killed three Viet Cong during a bric( ' 

.J· · Cong. As the battle conllnued, the In· · llrcllght five miles southwest of Saignn, 
lanlrymen were reinforced by clements nea r the village of . My . Yen . 

. : o( the 2nd Bn., 12th Inf. and 3rd Squad- The following day elements - of the 
ron, 4th Armored Cavalry. Supported by 2nd lln .. 3rd· Inf, in action nine miles 
gunships, artlllery and tactical air west . o( Saigon found a cache with nu· 
strike., the 2nd Brigade . soldiers fought mcrous mortar rounds and AK47 rilles. 
lor seven and one half hours when the 11th Cav Regf 
enemy withdrew llna!ly. nlackhorse troopers of the I tth Ar-
. 4th Inf Div mort'<.1 Cavalry Regiment re1>0rt<·d kill-

in very light contact soldiers of the ing six rncmy soldiers In scattered light· 
4th Infantry Division reported killing ing near Tan Uyen on Dec. IH. The 
seven enemy during the week. , regiment also reported discovering . a 

· Light action was reported on Dec. 16 complex of tunnels and bunkers believed 
as a division reconnaissance patrol en· to have been used as a hospital. The 
gaged an NVA force in a brief firefight cavalrymen found bowls of warm rice 

-----~-----'-------------~------,-------appnmmatel~O-mileroouthwust-ot--Jnside-1he-1unnel•.-. -------------



Jan. 6, 1969 

Sweepers dust 
·road for • mines 

CllU LAI - t:ndl'r CO\'l'r or d•il)' . c 0 mp 3 ~ )' "C", 261h 
darkness. two Viet Cong mo\'C l::nginrt•rs, clt>ar1s the acct.·~s 
siltn1h· from 1h~ rirr nad<li•s road from LZ. Bronco and the '. 

- ---- -. · - ·---~--:-=- ···"-i>ortton-of-H1i:hwai-1wllhlrr--
lo lhghway I a fl'w miles narlh Due Pho, while !he 391h J::ngl· 
or Due Pho . llurril'dly, for ne<•r. swel'J> from LZ Snoopy 
thrrt! is <lani:t•r of disro\'rry by south. 
South Vicinamesc Pop u I a r The \'ict Cong use two main 
Forr<'S, th<'" dig :t hole in thr typt•s or firing de\'iccs, both 
oad · homt•madt• from bamboo. One 

r · is dt>s1i:ned for horizontal em· 
Into 1he hole the VC place a plar,•nrenl, cq,·ering a H inch 

105mm artillery round. Attach· wide section or the road. A 
ed to it is a homemade bamboo cur\'ed strip of lhin bamboo 
pressure firing device. Throw· with a lead wire is attached lo 
ing dirt a\·e r lheir work. the a flat strip by rubber bands. 
VC takl' time only to oblilerate Pressure on the dirt aba\'e lhe 
tracrs of tht•ir digJ,!ing, lht•n dt•\'in• will caust• lht• curvrtl 
quickly ,·a ni<h aga111 into the slrip to break free or 1hc rubber 
fields .. . bands . allowing th(• wire lt•ads 

Tht> 105mm round hJs becomt• 
a fil•ld tXpl•dient land minl'. 
Tht> Wl'ig:ht or a passing vchirle 
will caUSl' two mt•tal leads in 
the bamboo lirini: dHice to 
make contact. blowing the mine. 
This mine will not accomplish 
its mission, ct,•structlon of US 
per.onnel and cquipmt•nt. Its 
Ca1iure, howe\'er. will no! be ' 
the fault or the Viet Cong who 
planted it . An I Ith Drigadc 
mine swrrp tram will discO\'l'r 
und dt>mohsh it. 

Eh•mtnls or tht• :?6th Eni;:I· 
nt•t•r Un. and the 39th Englrwer 
Un. arc jointly responsible for 
cil'arrng lllgh"'3Y 1 or mines 
Crom LZ Bronco to LZ Snoop)', 
one of the most frequently 
mined an•as. In on.lt.•r to Insure 
maximum safety rrom land 
mines and obtai n the greatest 
usage of llighway I, every · 
possible effort is made to have 
the road cleared bi· 10 AM 

lo make contal't. 
Tho S••cond main firing deYlco 

employ ed by Charlie is or the 
horizontal plung<.'r variety. A 
bamboo rod 30 inch••s in length. 
carrying a wire lead, is inst•rted 
part way, into a tube holding a 
contact wire al the botlom . 
w,•dg.s placed bt•!wt•en the 
plunger and the tube Imped•• !ht• 
pl un gt•r's movemt•nt so that prrs­
sure must be applied rcpeat<·dl)' 
to ii to drive ii to the botlom, 
makini.: rontact with the base 
win•. Tfll• flnnl pn•ssurc rc­
quln•d to scl orr the dc\·kc 
d<.'p~nds upon the r<.'malning 
distance between the two wires. 

The end result o( a vehicle 
pass Ing over these firing 
devices I• !he . same In eilhcr 
l'Rse: n •udden, deva•tntlng 
explosion, cnpnble or sending a 
2\-2 ton lruck 120 feet through 
the air, Ir the chnrge Is slron~ 
enou~h. (America!) 

Ambushes rout 
noisy ene111y force 

l .. \l KUE - An American 
unit's well-planned series or 
night ambushes nN1r the Carn· 
bodlan bord<•r recently forced an 
•·nemr unit with poor noise dis· 
dpline to dlsoht•y ordl'r<. 

Intl'ill~,,ncc reporls lndlcnt<•d 
that the :->VA compnny was 
undt•r orders not to makt• con­
tact t•nroute to Sait.:on. How('\'l'r, 
l'll·ments o( the 1st Inrnntn"s :!nd 
Bn .. :?ml Inr. (~krhunizt·d·) were 
alerted by \'Oict•s nn<l radios In 
lhl' distance. 

Co. C and the .Rcconnals· 
sance Platoon or Headquarters 
Co. had Just ma\'ed Into posl · 
lion forming three squad nnd 
two platoon-sizl.'d ambushes near 
the village or Ar Kal•ll when, 
forty yunls down the road 
marched a company or NVA. 

jslondie 

"We suw rnch o lhM' at the 
snme time," commented Lt. 
Thom as Pu~h. "When they op· 
ened up with small arms and 
rockets, we countered with 
claymore mines and ,50 caliber 
machlnei:un lire. At first the)' 
tried lo Clonk u~ to the north 
nnd <•ast, but our 50's were 
taking their toll and the enemy 
chose to break rontact." 

One of the "Rccon" elements 
resumed contact when it was 
cnllccl to reinforce Co . C. 
Several ncelng NVA were sight· 
ed, but the lighting lasted onl)' 
momentarily, as the enemy 
wanted no part of the Big Red 
One troops. 

"The enemy probed all night 
trying lo reca\'er lost supplles 
and weapons they had dropped," 
ndded Lt. George Costnngo, 

(1s t In() . 

' 
hi Co" Photo 

SPEC. 4 JAMES ROSE nssigne<l to the 
Americal's !st Bn., !st Cav. cautiously 

searches a hootch during a recent action 
north of Quang Ngai City. 

Cavalry to the rescue. 

NVA outgu~ed by rocketeers 
Ql'AS LOI - Di\'ing from tht• 

sky wllh rockets striking and 
mini-guns blazing, !he a c r I a I 
rocket urtlllery ship• o( the Isl 
Air Ca\'. Dl\'lsion are a welcome 
sigh! lo the riflemen. 

Whether "prepping" assaull 
oreos. starching (or enemy 
rocket sites, or supporting In· 
fantry units In contact, the 
" Blue Max" pilots are constnnt· 
ly called on to dell\'er , Som••· 
times they must plnel' lire as 
cla•e as 20 meters Crom friend· 
ly poslllons. 

"It's u lhrllllnJf rx11rrkncr 
piloting one of these birds," suld 
WO Slephen J. Shaw, an air· 
crnrt commander with Baller)' 
C. 2nd lln. 201h Artillery "When 
I have a mission I reel excite· 
ment and anticipation about 
what I am to f(!Ce, . and whether 
our fire will be on target." 

"Usually, two ships go logeth· 
er on a mission," he continued. 
"wllh one maneuverln11 lo hit 
the large!, while the other cav· 
ers for him, We have had as 
many as eight ships on a mis· 
slon, !hough." 

Wllh a team of lwo ships al· 
ways on two-minute alert, fire 
support Is only mlnules away 
Crom any location In the dlvl· 
sion's operations area. Loaded 
wllh 76 rockets and 4,000 rounds 
for !ls mini-guns, the Huey 
Cobra can make Instant bi?· 
!levers or any who dare lo 
challenge Its authority ... 

"Once we receive Information 
on an enemy force, we try to 

formulall' a picture or where our 
forct•s and t.•nt•my troops arc 
located, " explained Shaw, 
"Then we launch our attm·k 
Crom such n cllrectlon lhnt long 
or shorl rockets will not be a 
hazard lo our own men." 

''The most In teresting mis­
sion Is to fire for the Long 
nange Patrols," said Ca11t. 
Franklin T. Thornhill a platoon \ 
lender with llallcry C. "They 
can'! give awur their posil1on 
nnd !hey have lo signal us by 
mirror. Aller !hat we have to 
keep !hem In sight so we don'I 
lose them. We all hove lo put 
a lltlle more ror lhls tn>e of 
mi ssion." 

. . l'rohltms do cn•ep Into lhc 
operations. howe\'er. Low han1;­
in~ clouds, such as those that 
lu\(assed the A Shau Valley op­
cra1lon , make maneuvering and 
locating cneniy largcts diUicull. 
"Night missions arc also hairy," 
reporled Shaw. "Tryln~ lo spot 
Crom two lhnusnnd feel , u flush· 
light marking friendly po,ilions, 
Isn' t easy." 

"We were called once to pro· 
vlde night support for a friend· 
ly force !hat was pinned down 
by the North Vietnamese, less 
than one hundred meters away," 
continued Thornhill. Directed by 
the light or heat tablets. lhe pl· 
lols fired 470 rockets wilh such 
accuracy that the enemy force 
was sent stai.a:crlng, and the 
Skytroorers escaped without a 
single casually. 

"We've never nrused to lake 

by Chic Young I 

a mission. nor have we l'Vl'r 
1>ullod ou t when the going ~ot 
rough," ad1kd Shaw. "When the 
rirl <·me n arc out or reach of 
artillery, we're all they have . 
We'll dn anything to help till'IO 
out." 

"The most satisfying part o( 
u mission to me," he <"Onlinued. 
"Is when you've ..:one in and lttt 
lhl' turi.,:ct, uml the ri(lernen c.-~111 
up and say ' Ho~er, Blue Max, 
you've hit right where we 
wanll•d ii!'" (ls! Cav) 

Patrol 
interrupts 
Ve meet 

AROAIU> TllE llENEWAll -
A Viet Con~ Infrast ructure ml'Cl· 
ins was rudely interruptl'd re ­
cently when Co. ll Jd Bn . 601h 
Inr. on a combined n•connais­
sancc Patrol paid a visit. 

The result was 13 captun•d 
Viet Cong and two killed while 
trying to escape. No wcapous 
were round at the site in Ki1•11 
lloa province. 

Air mobility play ed a key 
role In the action arter it was 
learned through in ll'lliJ.:t'lll'C re­
ports lhal the mcl'llni:: wus to he 
held. 

''We received ~omc snif1Cr (ire 
going In," report ed Capt. Law· 
rence TL Kincheloe, the 27-year 
old company commander. ••As 

· we closed lhc noose, lhc VC ran 
out of the two houses into the 
surrounding cane fields. 

"These people . were part or 
the VC infrastructure in the 
area," Kind1clot• conlinucd. 
"Today we got the rl'cruilcrs 
an<l the tux colll'clnrs instead or 
the fighters ." 

Allhough one helicopter was 
forced down during the con­
frontation , there were no r e­
ported U.S. injuries. (91h Inf) 
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111 Inf Photo 

HUSTLING OVER a grassy bank, a rifle· 
mon from tho Americnl Division moves out 
in a operation north of Chu Lai. The sol· 

diers of the 198th Infantry Brigade's Co. 
B, 1st Bn., 46th Inf. were cro~aing 11 Ktrenm 
during o Rweep of rugged jungle terrain. 

Waits, then forced to fire 

Patrol meets 80 NVA 
BONG SON - A nigh! am. 

bush !or a 173rd Airborne Brl· 
gade patrol turned Into a long 
night for the paratroopen who 
were forced Jo o~n lire against 
an unknown·•lzed force shortly 
aller slghllng over 80 NVA. 

Earlier the same evening, 
paratroo~rs of Co. C, ht Bn, 
:503d Inf., 173rd Airborne Brl· 
i:adt', had spotted fresh tracks 
on a well-u.ed trail In lhe thick 
Jungle ol the Soul Ca Mountains 
along the north central coast 
ol South Vietnam. 

"Th.. aru had' all ol the 
. . choracterlstlcs ol a real good 

ambush sight," recalled Lt. 
Kenneth P . Bergquist, who 
decided to drop orr a small 
o m bush while his pl a toon 
moved furlher down lhe trail 
to stop for lhe night. 

" We cho•e a hill between 
two streams ror the ambu•h 

slle," said Sgl. Robert G. 
Obldzlnskl. The lanky sergeant 
added. "We had good fields or 
lire ond could watch both ends 
or the trail." 

"As darkn<'H fell we pre· 
· pared ourselves ror a long wait," 
, remarked Pie. Harry M. Sweat· 

man, "bul Charlie dldn'l make 
us wall very long." 

The flank security ~potted the 
llrst ol the NVA as they came 
noisily down the wide trail, 
and radioed to LI. Bergquist 
that .there were 80 NVA on the 
troll. · Almost Immediately, 23 
more moved Into lhe open . 

The paratroopers sat motion· 
less, scarcely breathing as the 
large NVA force moved pul 
the m. As darkness shrouded lhe 
jungle, a lone NVA was spolted 
walking directly lnlo lhe am· 
bush. 

"I lhoughl he was going lo 
s tep rlghl on me," Cpl. Robert 

American girl, 11; 
helps orphans here 

QUI NllON- An 11-year·old girl hos enlisted the support ol her 
elementary school In a project to shore Christmas joy with wa r 
ravaged Vietnamese children. 

Patty Bayer, ol Rolla, Mo., began her project when she read a 
letter to her)'" sixth grade class al Benton Elementary School. It 
was written by her rather, Lt. Col . William S. Ba)·er. commander to 
the 223rd Combat Support Aviallon Bn. stationed here. 

In lhe letter, Bayer explained thal his aviation baltallon had 
adopted as their civic action project a Save-lhe-Chlldren-Fund con· 

. valescent center near ll. The eenler cares for 55 . children between 
one and 14 years old whose parents have been killed by .. VC terrorists 
or are unable to care !or them. lllany of the children themselve• 
were wounded by the Viet Cong. 

The colon~! ask...t !or hClp In a Christmas project. listing Items 
that could be used !or a Christmas party such as ll1<hts and decora­
tions, building blocks, lenHtlng needles, wool yarn, toy cars, picture 
books, crayon,,., sort toys, and wall pictures. 

Morrison said exclledly, "bul 
be rore he could Sgt. Obldzlnskl 
let hi m have ll and we blew our 
claymores and quickly reloca­
ted." (173rd Abn.) 

~ -~,~~~ 

' Jon. 6, 1969 

1st Inf bits 
enemy cqmp· 

. ' . 

LAI KllE- A Isl lnrnnlr)' Dil'lslon bullallon •w•pt through un 
e>nrm)' bast'l'a mp rN·t•ntly durinJ.: a st•Yt'n-<lay n·t·onnaissann• in 
rnn·c (H!FJ norlhll'l·s t or Lal Kht•. 

Thty klllt·d Sl'Vl'O Vil'l Cong und un('OVl•rt•d t•nt•rny wt•apons, 1 

munitions and food caches. 
The operallon bt·~an In the afl .. rnoon when the Isl lln ., 26th 

lnl's Alpha, Charlie and D•lla Companit•s t>lus lhe battalion com­
mand )Croup air-ns~eulh•d Into u <ll•s t•rh•tl ril'l• 11a11tly lantllnJ.: 1011t• 

. (LZ). Alpha compunr lht•n ht•ndt•d southwt•st wllh ll,•lfu 1r;11il11~. 
und Charlil• rnovin~ northwest. ' 

Co. A had mo,·ed approximate!)' 300 )'ards orr the LZ when it came 
Into an active enemy basecamp. Arter a brid exchan~e of lire, the 
compan)' moved Into a clearing to allow an air strike to hit the 
basecamp. Alter the air strike th ey again entered !ht• urea or 
contact. 

" We found numerous traces or 
the enemy as we moved throul(h . 
The Viet Cong had moved rur· 
ther bark and we engaged them 
again. This time we killt•d three 
before Wt• withdrew (Or lfll' 
night," rommtnttd Pfc. Junws 
II. Hudson. 
· The following day Co. C swe1>1 
through the basecamp meellng 
no resistance and finding t w o 
oddlllonal e n rm y dcucl. Thr)' 
ulso uneo~red 2\S Ion• ol rice. 
6-00 (IOU or dried fish, SIX 
cases of d milk, lour liVt· 
chickens, c Ing utensils, con· 
st ruc tion ,,.iui11men1. RO gnllons 
ol ~asoll11e and 200 gullo11s or 
kt•rosene. A wt'apons cuchc wus 
uncovered by probing In the 
bunkers and other suspected 

· areas. 
The weapons cache amounted 

lo five machlnegun1 plus ~00 
rounds of ammunition and rour 
rllles. Also found In a bunker 
were '(lve anti-tonk mines. 

Co. I) starting on Its own RIF 
th a t da)', found another VC klllcd 

11lt'd Abn Pholo 

by artillery lire from lhe 11revl· 
nus day's action . 
Th~ lollowlng day Co. n. with 

the hel11 of one or their lloi 
Chanh sc.·outs kllletl anotht.•r or 
the cnt•mr. The unit halted on 
the edge of a suspected base· 
camp and a cloverleaf was sent 
forward to check a trail. The 
scout halted the cloverleaf and 
lnltl t•vt•ryont! lo ~ct down , anti 
within u r1·w ml11ut .. s lhl' enc· 
my soldier walked Into the wait· 
Ing patrol. 

Throughout lhe r~maindt•r ol 
the opcrution, the lrnllullon un· 
l'Ovcr~tl und cl l' s 1 r o y c d :!O 
Chinese Communist ~renudes, 
one large claymore mine, a huge 
quonitlly of cookint-: utensils and 
clo1hing, 13 rolls of barbed wire, 
and 55 )(allon .< of CS ~·· 
crysluls. fist In() 

Soldiers 
foil bike 
escape 

TAY NIN H - Five VC SUS· 
peels tr ied lo to rush pasl 
Conp. D of lhe 3rd fin. 22nd 
In!., and escupe to Nul Ila Den 
Mountain but were lllernlly run 
lo earth by LI. Dale llkhey, 
and his Vlelnamrse Kii Carson 
Scout, Tom Nel\\!l" · 

The I st Drigatlc Tro11lc Light· 
nlng soldiers : were on a re­
connalssance~tn-r or cc mission 
two miles southeast of Nui Ila 
Den when they spotted live 
Vietnamese p1•dnling on blcy· 
cles. Bkhey and Nelson moved 
forward and called upon the 
suspects lo hull , but llnally had 
to run them down before they 
stopped. 

A 51•arch of the dl'lalnecs' 
belongings revt"uled 3t.OOO plas­
ters. A s hurp·eyed r or ward 
observer. Lt. Frank Catalamo 
found a shoppln)( list contalnln~ 

. a t~buletlon or ly11es and <1uan· 
titles ol mwkal supplies to be 
bought on lhc South Vietnamese 
t•conomy . 

Now Co. D had a real problem, 
what to do with the bicycles . 
"That's easy," sal\l Richey . 
"We'll put them to good use." 
Dolta's commund group then 
proceeded lo prepare the bikes 
for combat. 

Seeing the enthusiastic reaction of her class, Barer's daughter 
look the letter and pictures which came with ii to ·all the other 
classrooms In the school. Excited by the chance to make olher 
children happy and support their soldiers In Vietnam, lhe school 
children gathered gifts which are on their way to the children's 
center . . - . · · (Isl /\ vn) 

AITER CHECKING his compass, Spec. 4 Robert L. 
Knicely looks up to survey his intended route. Knicely 
was on patrol with his unit, Co. C, 3rd Bn.,. 503rd Inf., 
173rd Airhome Brigade. 

Radios were slrappeJ to the 
luggage racks; and life com­
mander, forward obs e rver, 
medic and RTOs moved out 
with good point, flank and rear 
security, ol course. (25th In() 
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