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Vietna.m-Communiqoe Dec .. ·23-Dec. ·28 

362 enefJY killetl in Ill Corps-
-9,-,; Inf Div , 1st Inf Div 

Ninth Infantry Division soldiers killed 
107 enemy In heavy fighting during the 
past week. . 

Infantrymen from the 9th Division and 
. supporting elements reported killing 33 
Viet Cong In scattered actions on Dec. 28. 

!st Infantry Division soldiers reported 
killing 28 enemy In . light action during 
the week. 

Five enemy were klllcd .in scattered 
contacts around Lal Khe on Dec. 23 . 

The 2nd Brigade's Mobile Riverine · 
. Force ·and supporting elements reported 

killing a total of 19 enemy as gunship 
· crews from the 2Hth Combat Avn. Bn. 

182nd Assauft Helicopter Co. reported 
killing eight VC hiding In palm trees 10 
miles southeast of Dong Tam. Five more 
VC were klllcd ·by chopper gunners from 
D Troop, 3rd Squadron, Sth Armored Cav. 

. In scattered actions In Klen Hoa Prov· 

Elements from the !st Dn., 28th Inf. 
were on a reconnaissance mission six 
miles northeast or Lal Khc when' they 
encountered an enemy force as they were 
moving Into a woodline. The enemy de­
tonated Claymore mines and opened up 
with small arms fire. Artillery and gun­
sh ips supported the U.S. Infantrymen dur­
ing the hour-long battle. A search reveal· 
cd three enemy bodies . 

Ince. . 
· After being air-Inserted Into an area 

. 12 miles south or Dong Tam, elements of 
the 3rd Bn., 60th Inf. kllled lour VC, while 
tactical alrstrlkes accounted for two VC 
kllled 18 miles south of Dong Tam. 

A patrol from the 3rd Brigade observ· 
cd and engaged an estimated VC squad 
12 miles cost of Tan An. Gunship crews 
from the 9th A vta·tlon Bn. supported the 
action In which five enemy were killed. 
Other soldiers kllled three 'enemy In 
scattered contacts. 

In !st Brigade action, a division recon 
patrol klllcd three VC In an encounter 
with five enemy seven mtles northeast 
ol Cal Lay. Elements of the 2nd Bn., 39th 
In!. engaged an estimated squad-size 
enemy° lorce nine mtles west ol Cal Be. 
Two VC bodies were lound followi ng the 
battle. Other battallon clements kllled 
two VC In separate Incidents. 

1st Cav Div 

Two enemy were kllled when soldiers 
from the !st Bn., 16th Inf. found several 
NVA soldiers trying to hide In n hut lour 
miles southwest of Lai Khe. 

·- ' 25th Inf Div 
Infantrymen from the 2Sth Infantry 

Dlvlston reported light contact during the , 
week as they kllled 28 enemy soldiers. · 

Tropic Lightning soldiers of tho 2Sth 
Division kllled 10 enemy and found the 
bodtes of three others In light action on 
Dec. 24. ~ · · . 

· All 10 enemy were kllled by a dlvhlon 
patrol six miles north or Cu Chi . The pa· 
trot beiran recelvtnir ftre at 7: 40 p.m. 
from a group of VC moving down a road. 
As they returned ftre, the U.S. riflemen 
spotted 10 enemy tn a sampan on the 
nearby. Saigon ~Iver. They opened fire on 
the sampan, lcttllng all 10 enemy, as the 
sampan was destroyed by a secondary 
explosion. . . ~· ... 

. On Dec. 27,'soldlcrs ·or tho 2Sth Dlvl· - · 
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Soldiers of the 1st Cavalry Division slon kttled four enemy during light and .• , . 
and supporting elements kttled a total of sea~;:: :fc:~~n~nemy ~ere kttl~d ~s ele· 
198 enemy troops In 8 week of heavy ments of the 1st Bn., 27th Inf. engaged a 
con1t~c~ctlon near Quan Lot Dec. ~4 • ele· group of NVA ioldters · five mtles north· 
ments of the !st Squadron, 9th Air Cav· • east of Dau Tieng. The fighting be&an at 
airy received an estimated 7S rounds. of . · 2: 20 p.m. and continued untll S p.m. with 
automatic weapons fire. Atrstrlkes were artillery and gunship crews supporting. 
called In to support tho alrcavalryrilen. A · · .:.: · - .: ' 4th Inf .Div .... 
search or tho area revealed the bodies or " I·· . · · ' • ": ·· 
seven NVA soldiers. Light action was reported for tho post 

week by 4th Infantry Division soldiers as 
they kttled 10 enemy. , · Please aee related alory pace one . 

Soldiers or the 4th InContry Division . 
Thirteen mtles northeast or Tr.y Ninh , found a laree enemy munitions caeho : , 

City,. elements of the . 2nd Bn., 8th Inf, during tl&ht activity on Dec. 23. , j • :i ;. 
observed six NV A soldiers moving In a A division patrol operating nine mUes ·; · '. 
southwesterly direction. The Infantrymen west of Camp Enart came across a small • 
engaged the enemy, kllllng two before . enemy base camp, A ·search revealed . .. · 
the others disappeared Into the under· . several rounda of ammunition, five Clay. : , detected enemy movement near· Quang 
brush. One other NVA 1oldler wu killed more mines, and 11mall quantity or rlce. i, . Nga! City,. 
IS miles northeast or Tay Ninh City, · .. : · Elsewhere, ; an · estimated 20 enemy/· · · 7 t Bd 5th I f 

On the even Inc or Dec. 2s, .followlnc were observed . In the open two and one· . ·. • . S e / n 
the end or the Chrlltm11 truce, cunshlp halC miles north of Ben Het. . Dlvlslon , > . On Dee. 28, an ambush patrol Crom 
crews spotted three enemy In an area 42 artillery and mortar fire were directed i the tst Bn. (Mechanized) 81st Jnr. am· 
miles northwest of Phuoc Vlnh, They en· . on the position,' reportedly lcJIUng eight · bushed 8 VC force eight mtles east of 
gaged the enemy, killing one. of the enemy. Elements from the. !st Bn., Dong Ha. During a brief exchange of fire, 

America/ Div nth Armor killed one VC In a slclrmlsh ,the U.S. rlllemen Jellied two enemy and 
· . . ·along Highway S09, 17 miles west or : captured one Individual weapon and some 

America( Division forces and support· 'Plclku;- · . , .. . .. •· . . field gear . · 
Ing elements lcUied 4t enemy and round . .. . . 1 t A . ad· ·~· . . Th • Bri d th/ I r DI I I 
the body of one other In. icattered action '. . . ' s vn e . . : ; . e lit ga e, 5 n antry v s on 
In the southern I Corps T1ctlc1I Zone on ·' · Gurilhlp crew1 Crom the 184th Combat . (Mechanized) reported llght action on 
Dec. 27. . · Aviation . Group reported lcllllng 23 VC, .. Dec, 28. Elements or the lat Bn. (Mecha· 

Brave and Bold soldiers or the 198th " . ilnldns• 11 1ampans and destroying ~ . nlzed). llst Inf. ~ncountered and engaged 
IJght Infantry Brtcade and iupporttng enemy rortlflcatlons In scaUered action• • · small Viet Cong force about 11 1.m. 

' sunshlp crewa reported u NV A recuJara tn the Metonz Delta on Dec. 28, . yesterd.ax. The Infantrymen lcllled one 
and 11 VC killed In icattered action In . . Chopper sunnera from B Troop, 7th . . VC and captured . three tndlvtdual weap· 

·the Dinh Son-Tien Phuoc areas. Aero Squadron, ht Air Cav. reported killing _ons. Other battallon aoldlera found 1,000 
1eouts from the Ulrd Avn. Bn. reported 20 vc tn 8 •Incle action u miles north of pounds of rice In the 1ame atta, nine 
11 VC and seven NV A 1oldlers killed In Ca Mau tn Tlnh Chounc Tjlen Province. mllea northeast of Quang Tri. 
elcht Incidents. Riflemen from the ht They al.lo unit nine 1amp1111 and de- 101st Abn 
Bn., S2nd In(. lcJIJed live NV A soldiers tn stroyed two enemy fortifications. Crews · · 
three Incidents centered seven miles west from A Troop of the 1ame squadron op- · Soldiers of the 101£t Alrbome·Dlvlslon 
or Tam Ky. They 1110 captured four -orated In western Tlnh Klen Giang Prov· (Alnnoblle) lcllled 1.2 enemy and captured 
weapon1, Including one light machlne111n Ince, and reported-. destroying u itruc· seven tndlvtdual weapon• In light action 
and 1' grenades. Two other enemy were lures and stnlclng tliree 11mpa111 In scat· on Dec. 28. . 
lcliled by riflemen near Tam Ky. . •. tered contacts. . . . Eleven enemy were kllled In two am-

Soldlers from the llleth Light Infantry Cobra 111nshlp crews from the S07th · bush contacts Initiated by men Crom the 
Brigade killed IS VC and two NVA sol· Combat Avn. .Battallon's 235th Aerial 2nd (Alrtnobtle), 502nd Inf. In an area 
dlers In scattered contacts around Ho! Weapons Co. new several missions In an centered two miles south of Phu Bal. The 
An. Seven VC were kllll'a· when artillery area cenlettd 18 miles southeast of Can · riflemen also captured seven Individual 
was directed on their position eight miles Tho. In six strikes, the crews reported weapons. In the only. other contact, lhe 
west of Tam Ky. Riflemen from the 1st kllllng three VC, slnklng four sampans crew aboard the 2nd Brigade's command 
Bn .• 48th Inf. unearthed three caches and destroying S2 enemy lortillcatlons. control . helicopter · reported killing one 
totalllng 4,SOO pounds 11 miles southwest Gunship i:rews from the 212th Combat enemy six miles northwest or Hue. 
of Hol An. · Other brigade units lcllled Avn. Bn.'s 282nd Assault <Helicopter Co. A combined cordon operation seven 
elcht VC and two NVA soldiers Jn s~nt· were flying' a night reconnaissance mis· miles east or .Hue by U.S. soldiers and 

- -tered-centaets. slon..earlu_~~e_!:~ay morning ."'.hen thev members of the 1st Infantry Division 

(ARYN) has resulted In 48 enemy kllled 
and 48 suspects detained. The cordon Is 
aimed at routing Viet Cong lnfrastrueturo 
personnel. 

Screamlnc Eagles of tho !Olst Air­
borne Division (Alrmobtle) killed two 
enemy and found the bodies of lour others 
In light action on the following day. 

199th Inf 
On Dec. 28 elements of- the 191th lJght 

Infantry Brigade's 2nd Bn:, Jnl Inf. 
located a cache burled In a metal con· 
t1lner eight miles southwest of Saigon 
yesterday. It Included several rocket 
motors. aitd 1 amall amount of web gear 
end TNT. In addition, five bunken were 
destroyed aton1 with a amatt amount of 
miscellaneous auppllea. 

In other brigade action, one Viet Cong 
w11 kllled and three 1ampans destroyed 
In two sepatlite encounters west of Sai-
gon. . 7 

Redcatchers of the 191th Ught Inlan· 
try Brigade found two large munitions 
caches while operating southeast of Sal· 
gon ye1terday. 
· One cache was round burled In barrels 

18 miles west-southwest of Saigon by ele· 
ments from the 3rd Bn., 7th fnf. It con­
tained mortar rounds, 7Smm recoilless • 
rlOe rounds, 25 pounds of TNT and 1,000 
grenade detonators. · \ 

The second cache was found by ele­
ments from 2nd Bn., 3rd Inf. 15 miles 
west-southwest of Saigon. It contained 62 
mortar rounds, four AK-47 rifles, eight 
Chlcom grenades and a small quantity or 
other munitions. 

' \ . 
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Need plus idea equals .bingo! 

Combat aids· developed 
CU CHI - When the nct'tl protntypl•s bdorc .h~ sut'Ct'S!I. 

and a feasible id<•a come to- "This system i1' capable of 
i;cther, things really slart to giving immcuinlc light cspo· 
huppcn. In Vietnam, the result cially suiled for perimeter d~· 
is production of fi eld cxpcdi· fense, " said Sposito, "and it 
en ts. - can be ·mo\'ed o,·er 50 meters 

Scv{'ral recent projects in the away from the man who con· 
Tropic Li~htnin~ Division's 2nd trols it uy means of a cable 
Hde. indicate sii.:nHican t ad· and a switch." 
vanc<•s for the fighting man. Uecauso ballallun command· 

Lt. Cd . Vincent Oddi, new crs , who make use of the 
co mmandin g oUicer or the :!nd brigade's li~ht observation hl'I· 
On., :!'Ith Inf. Wolfhounds, pro- icop lers (LO il), have osked for 
posed an idea while st.•rvini:: as grca ler . communicalions c:ipa-
:.!nd Brigade executive offierr, bililics with both g:round troops 
that could make illumination of and higher headquarters. the 
the batileficld an easy task. commo sta H has also developed 

The devke is a si mple :?1 \'Oil a new antenna syste m for the 
batlery-powered headlamp that LOii. 
J.:IVPS surprisini: illumi11ation. The artillc•ry liaison nn<I tlU' 

The rcflm·ml'nl prnhlt•rns frll commander have two udd itlonal 
into the hands of Maj. Paul ncls now availaulc throu gh the 
Sposito and his s taH at the addition of three RPC 77 sec· 
Brigade Comma Omcc. Thei r lional antennas along the skids 
init ial eHorls produced a couple of the aircraft. 
of workable but unsutls factory The romm:inder now has lhc ' . "' '': <' \ • \~"1 ,o', I , • ' 

~ .\·frr>, . l ~~;': .{ .. . 
' - ~.z· 

~· 
I "' ' 

~;~_:'· 
~iiilili m'i,/~.~iJ;'ii'.I~~r!; 
FIRST OF ITS KIND is a portable gpenker unit develop­
ed by Lt. Curt Pradelt and Sfc. Antonio Ruelas with 
support of the brigade signal and civic action staffs, 
hnving n range of better thnn 500 meters. 

ARC 5.t AM and 1-'M unit in 
the front or the aircraft plus 
the two in the rcal'·R new hii:h 
In communications. 

Foul' a irc1·aft capable of a 
half dozen distinct missions 
mark the new capabilil)' of th<• 
:!ntl Bri~adc av iation. 

Thoso missions: rocket ship, 
minigun ship, [)('Opie sni Hcr, 
l'syops speaker sh ip and leaflet 
drop, command and control 
ship and cmeri:t•ncy resupply 
and passenger ship . 

Maj. Chartt-s Ad1lkull , uri~ade 
:wiation arricer , has, with the 
assistance or his three pilots 
rind enlisted personnel, formed 
the unit to provide the maxi· 
mum eHl•t.:livcm•ss for a larJ,!t' 
1111rnhc'f nr upcralional t·un lrol 
1Jattalim1s. 

Lt. Curt l'ra1ltolt, brigade of. 
ficer, nnd NCO IC Sfc. Antonio 
Huclas, have produced in lhc 
past three months two systc>ms 
to rcat.:h the Vietnamese t'ivil · 
ians with the allied story. 

One is a sma ll , compact ba ck­
pack with a 500 meter minimum 
rans,:e . 

The systi•rn, Wt·l~hl ng npprox· 
lmately JO pounds Is lhe fir>! 
of ils kind lo be contained in a 
single unit. Battery life is an­
ticipated to uc over 100 hours. 

Pradcll has also put together 
n SJH.•nkcr unit to be cnrrit•d by 
the LOil which provides mass 
cove rage from the air In com­
uination wilh l<•anet drops . 

_,! 251h Inrj 

.. 4 ... . 

-. . ~~ . :: ~·.~ 
.~">..-·,,,..::.; :u• 
;.J.';.;.: ... ~11111 ..... ~'!!~ 
:..r:~· . ·"': ~ . 
3~,_ ;_.~ 

CONNECTION IS MADE of two of the three PnC 77 
nntcnnns recently clcvi8ccl for hnt talion command :mcl con-
trol ghips. · 

THE COVER OF DARKNESS is easily 
withheld from the enemy by the use of 
this night lighting device developed by the 
brigade commo section. Maj. Paul Sposito; 

rocket, loud speaker nnd minigun missions. They are also 
fleet is the first in Vietnam with such a wide range 0f i:npablitics. 
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_ Chopper_support ·cited 

Psywarrioifs aitl pilot 
BIEN llOA - '"We need n 

rope to gd this pilot out of 
here," heard helicopter pilots 
working on a psyop mission. The 
radio call continued, '"The way 
the plane crashed the wings 
ha\'e the pilot pinned inside. He's 
slumped o•·er and we ·ve got lo 
cct him out of thrre soon!" 

The message was sent by a 
rescue team working al the 
crash site of a 0-1 Birddog, for­
ward obser\'er plane in Phuoc 
Long Pro\•ince. Monitoring the 
radio traffic was a Ull·ID heli­
copter crew or the 19Sth Assault 
llelicoplcr Company conducting 
aerial psyop missions with a 6th 
l'syop Dn. field team. 

WO Cornl'llc, the rhoppl'r pilot, 
radioed the rescue team thnt 
they were In the immediate arc.a 
and had a rope aboard. "Maybe 
we'll be able to help ... he said. 

The team radioed back their 
location In the heavily VC Infest­
ed area and the chopper altered 
its course from its plunned mis· 
sion and sped to the call for help. 
nurlng the IO·mlnute flight lo the 
downed lllrddog, Starr. Sgl. nay 
Fowler, psyop team leader, and 
the chopper door gunner began 
rigging the 250·foot rope to be 

us.rd in the rescJ. Psr-wnrrior 
Spec. ~ Dennis I.each manned 
the chopper's l\160 machine gun 
as the two pre.ared !or the 
rescue. 

Ho\'cring above the downed 
plane Fowler worked from the 
chopper skids feeding the rope 
to ground crews below. 

"\Ve tried pulling the wings off 
to enable the men on the ground 
to get the trapped pilot out, but 
that didn 't work, so we next al· 
!ached the rope to the cockpit 
bar an<l crrall'tl an opening for 
lhe rescue team," Fowler rx· 
plained . 

In the midst of a YC liRht 
arms attack, the wounded pilot 
was then med-evnc'd b)' .the 
rescue ll'am. 

"This Is one of the man)' un- · 
planned missions our chopper 
teams run into during the course 
or a normal duty day," pointed 
out Co. D Jst Sgt. David K.ll. 
Lee. 

The psyop heliborne field team 
operating out of the Bien Hoa 
headquarters overages six-hours 
of night time each doy. A mini­
mum of Jwo-hours of loudspeaker 
broadcasts arc Jogged each day. 

"The helicopter fills several 

force Cong, NVA 
'evidence' of title 

vitul roll's ·in our lil'ld operation 
al the 6th Dn.," said Lee. '"We 
use it for quick reaction psyop 
missions, planned missions, de­
livery of psyop supplies to line 
units and .liaison with psyop per­
sonnel localed throughout III 
Corp•. We support U.S., ARYN, 
and other Allied units . 

lie added, "Probably the most 
outstanding attribute is lhe in­
creased versatility in all of our 
PSYOP missions which is afford· 
ed by lhe Huey." 

In carrying out its missions 
in the entire area of Ill Corps, 
the psyop helicopter may cover 
several provinces each day. Re­

.cent missions have been con· 
centrutcd nl·ur the Cambodian · 
border. According to Lee cur-
1·ent emphasis has bet•n placed 
on night psyop delivery and the 
Ull·ID has again proven it 
merit. 

The rece1it1y acquired helicop­
ter began its duties ln an excil· 
Ing atmosphere with the 6th · 
when It took three .50-calibe"l" 
round• on Its second mlsolon. 
Dn. Sgt. Maj. Slanley Chroml 
who was working with the chop­
per team that clay commented, 
"When the average person thinks 
of psyop he frequently thinks of 
leisurely dropping leaflets. Our 
chopper missions have been any­
thing but leisure. From the 
very first our chopper team has 
seen action on virtually every 
mission." 

Earlier In November the chop· 
per came across a tanlc that had 
been demolished by a land mine. 
Its badly burned driver was 
medevaced by tho chopper crew 

CllU LAI - In recent weeks As acUvlly from the cast be· and psyop personnel - Spec. 5 
the enemy has given the 39th gan to die down, small arms Clarence Spawr and Spec. ~ 

.·, 
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25th Inf Photo ... 

EVIDENCE OF LUCKY escape is ,held by Pfc. Cary D. 
Fiumara. The 4th Bn., 0th Inf. soldier was hit in tho 
mid~~n by nine bullets. All nine hit the magazines, 
while ~'"t25th Division rifleman emerged unscathed. 

/ : 

Fake, real ambush 
thwart by convoy 

Combat Engineer Bn. ample OP• rounds came In from the west. James Axelrod. . \ 
portunity to Uve up lo ·the com: Artillery and APC fire was Im· Lee concluded, "The chopper" OASIS-NYA forces set up "We were convoying a bull-
bat In Its UUe. medlately directed on those ene- has given our psyop support ca- straw dummies armed with dozer and a couple or earth· 

After a relatlnly quiet period, my poslUons. pablllUcs a tremendous boost. wooden rifles to ambush a 4th movers down to ,Piel Me," ex-
broken only by occasional sniper To complete tbe ~cUoa, a Mon; We've used It everyday since It's Division engineer convoy, then plained Lt. Charles W. Friend, 
rounds, both local VC units and Jagnard company swept the area. been assl1ned lo support our sprang a real trap when the P platoon leader with Co. D of 
NVA regulars unleashed their operations. Several rallleu have convoy came back. the 4th Engineer Dn. 
forces In a sudden burst of In all, nine VC were captured been dlreclly credited to our Dut tho live ambushers were "We were the first Americans 
activity against the 39th, and 14 killed In this encounter. aerial psyop team's erforts." rio more effective than the on that road Jn six months, 

The first major move was an Twelve hours later, LZ Snoopy (8th Psyops) straw men. and we saw signs of the enemy 
early morning attack on LZ received 20 mortar rounds, as If all along the way." 
Snoopy, base camp of the 39th's to let Co. C know that Charlie . • Sweeping the road for mines, 
Co. C. was stlU around, · R• d h Id the engineers met a novel kind 

Mortar roultdl bet .. striking During the same period, Co. 1ppe strftp· · 0 s ot harassment by the NVA - . 
the aru during pre-dawn hotin, B encountered an Increasing _ W'; . I fake ambushes. 
as enemy forces of an undeter- number of enemy road mines In Half-hidden In tho bushes 
mined size moved a1alnlt the Ju dally mlnuweeps. · alon1 the road were straw dum-
compound, comln11 from north· . In 111 the line companlel at • · ·· • f I h mies dreued In scraps of unl-
northeapt In the heUpad uea. least one or two sniper Incidents ··.era ne ys ome form1, pokln11 wooden rifles out 

The action swung around to have been reported 'With each at the engineers. "From a dls-
lnclude the southeut corner on mlnesweep. Friendly 1011 es, tance it's a pretty scary thing," 
Co. C's perimeter, neighboring however, have been confined to Friend admitted. 
on the nearby ARYN unit, which light wounds. But It wasn't unUI the small 
also wos under attack. PRU HIEP ARMY AIRF1ELD Group Flying Crane was car- engineer convoy started back up 

la tltl8 arm two bunkers: set up Co. B also received a lar1e -As great an Innovation as the rying a much needed load of the highway from Piel Me that 
a deadly crossfire ·against the amount of ordnance turned In CH-S4 Flying Crane cargo hell- twenty-foot-long steel "I" beams It met real trouble. Halfway to 
attackers, accountlnll for nine through the VIP prouam.durln11 copter ii II has some hard mo- to Camp Holloway Plelku when, the Oasis, the woodUne 75 me-
YC ktlil. _ !hi.I period. (America!) mcnts. A 17th Combat Aviation suddenly, lt seemed one of the ten to the east erupted with 

Capt. Torrence M. Wilson, the straps might break, which could heavy NYA fire. The convoy 
commanding . officer, called for I d.. . I se.verly damage the aircraft and came to a fast halt. 
gunships and Oareshlps to open o.· ,.,... rl..lft'ts revea ·. Injure Its crew. Two truckloads of armed men 
up on the VC. VF I I , As the crane neared the end of jumped lo the ground and be· 

By dawn the enemy had re- Its 80 mile Jaunt, aircraft com· gan blazing baclt: at the enemy. 
treated, lenln1 14 men dead I I h mander CWO Weldon C. Cooke Tanks at the front and rear 
and two captured. Co. C suffered e.ne· m· y ,,· .e" cac e received an excited call from of the convoy peeled off and 
only light casua!Ues. hi.I crew en11lnttr, Spec. 5 Reed swept toward the woodllne, 

lfklle stW renpenUac from Turner, "Sir, the right support ca\chlng the NVA In 8 ~ross-
thls attack, the Jrd Platoon of . . .. , atrap · 1.1 ·r1pp!ngl" lire of machine-gun and POmm 
the ao:lth IJght Engr. Co., at- •' caMon fire. 
tached to Co. C; wu ambushed 'CAMP FRENZELWONES--"We had been probing rice paddy "Stay om the emer1eiicy re- Suddenfy the convoy began 
on the way to a work site a few . dikes mOJt of the mornln11. We were uslni metal rods and found· lease switch, and, II the stnp receiving fire from the other 
days later, . five or silc empty. 11$-pllon oU drums, ao we knew that caches had breaks, try and punch It off In side of the road. Returning fire 

An utlmated enemy force of been planted In the area,'' said Staff Sgt. ·James Humphrey com- time." With only live ll!lles to from behind their trucb, the 
platoon alze fired on the engl- . menUn1 on the recent sweep by Co A, 3rd Bu., 7th Inf., 19tth Light go, Cooke decided to go on. engineers swiftly silenced this 

· nttn from 50 to 100 meters ea.st Infantry Brigade, . . Turner watched the strap. attack 111so. "The people on the 
of the road. . . · Pfc. John. Aleshire said, "When I hit something, I got one of Though the load hadn't moved, ground were pretty much on 

Lt. L. E. Erdmann,..._the pla· the ARYN soldlen who were with us and we dug up a 55-gallon oil the strap's frayed edges flapped their own,'' stated Friend. 
loon leader, deployed his force, drum with 11 AK-47s In It." The oU drum· was buried three Inches In the wind, and the few re· ·"They did a beautiful job." 
directed a large volume of fire- deep In the side of 1l rice paddy dlke. The drum had been laid . malntng miles seemed excep- Helicopter gunships were on . 
power, and called for gunships, on Its side with a small hole cut out of II . . Boards had been laid over tlonatly long. station a . short Ume later, _rak- --

- --APCs;-and ·artillery;-- - - - -the hole-anctcovered wlth-a· Jayer·of dlrt:--------·- ·-- - -ylniilV,-the crane reachea-Jng the enemy po.sltlons. Be-
All« the artlllttY placed "The-AK-47s were packed In grease when we found them. They Camp Holloway, set down, and tween passes by the gunships, 

rounds within 75 meters of the looked llke they had . been In the barrell for some time, but released the precarious load. the tanks moved In again and 
road, the gunships went Into ac- seemed to still be- In pretty good condition," added Aleshire; The strap held as Cooke felt · pumped more rounds Into the 

___ lJon ((199th-Inf)-certaln -lt -would~(lst Avn) woods. (•ta fol) 
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Two-wheelers .serv~ purpose · 

Rat Patrol irides • again 
TAY Nl~ll-Two smnll motor· Thf' <'Y~lt's t rurrrntly bC'ln~ . soon s·cason. the old, timl'·<.'011· 

ryclt•s. Cornll'rly ownt"<i by tin• ust•<l to dt.•t t t•nt.•my· ro~d surning nwthod or using~' swt.'t'P 
Vit•t Con:;:. hnn• bl•t•n put to minrs, boob) tra11s nnd trip h'Hm on foot wus 1wct•ssary. 
~ood usr by <•l••m••nts o( th<• ls! wirrs. fly usi th•·m. th<:__25t!l__J)urin~-tho-dr)'-S~1t•~n;-howr\•rr:-- 11111~.-....;; 

-----,l"'l<"lr•.-. """!5lh-rnTantfY'l)ifl"Sro~1ifnntr)· Di\'isfon- is-sa\' ln~ . vafu· th••Y provide un opportunity to · 
, noads ur(' now swt•pt for mim.•s nblr timt in swrrping nnd clear- work faster . 

mon• qui<.'kly than r\'t•r bdort• . . i n~ the rands. During thr man- Th~ motorc)'dl"S' m•w role in 

Flight add towers 
insurance I or pilots 

r 
LOSG BINll-Twrnty new rlight control" towrrs ha\'e appeared 

throui,:hout Vit•tnam in thC' past yt•ar to assure pilots they nre be!nS­
controlkd b'' " the finest communication• equipment Army Aviation 
h::u eve-r o"=ned. " • . 

Vit•tnnm has bt't"n ust•d for a 
about o month . 

M•J . Grn. Ellis W. Wittlnm· 
son. l'Ommandint-: J.!t•m•rnl , 25th 
tnfantr)' Dlvlston, cnnw u11 with 
thr jdea and passrd it aton~ to 
Col. Robert L. Fair, command· 
Ing o((icor o( th• 1st llrigack 
ror implementation. Tht• -Ith 
Bn.. 23rd In!. was th<• u"nit 
sl"h•cll'd to try tht• c)'dt•s on 
road swN'ps. 

Currrntl)· onlr th• two cnp­
tun•d cycles arc bt•ins: ust•d ror 
tht• road swe~ps, but six mort• 
bikrs have brt•n ordt•rrd throui.:h 
military supply channt'ls nnd an.• 
being shipped from J•pan. 

Wtlh tho motorcyclo roaring 
down the road In front or the 

Page 13 

I 
• I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Maj. William M. Johnson . assistant avionics orncer, USARV 
A\'iation Section, describrs the joint U.S.· Army-Federal Aviation 
Administrutlon project In that way. The new towers will provide 
the most modern control equlpmrnt !or the more than ~.000 Army 

armored personnel carriers, few , . ,.; 
mine., booby trnps nnd trip (' ~ ~:\l;j 

- - - - •lrcrart -now -Clylng In Vietnam. - - -- - -- - ---- wires will go undcll'Cled . \ ' 211t1 1nr Photo 

Use o( them has cut the . • NEW METHOD of detecting mines was recently intro­
lime requtred to clear the road d~y members of the 25th Infantry Division. The use 

'"There"s hardly any comparison al all with the old system," 
said Spec. ~ James D. Fossey, tower Opt'rator at the Long Blnh 
tower. " Working in the old tower compa!'M to this was like work· consldernbly. Co. B, ~th Bn., 23rd f VC ed I h ed th t 

Inf.. now sweeps the road In o! onner own . motorcyc ~s as prov . a 
inc in a jt-~p." r · 

··Herc we have better vlslbltlty and we can hear brtter. because 
the 'radios nre no longer with us ln the tower." Fo.ssey said. 

one hour, tnsteud or the thn•e v1sua ther than electronic observation 1s better clunng> 
re<iulrrd by the old method. Vi<rtnam's dry season. . 

''Th• progn1m began In Novembtr 1087," Johnson said. "The 
rt'Clu1rement wa.s to provide adtoquate and safe control for aircraft 
eprrating in and out o( our high density airfields.'" 

The towers went up in a two step process. "Local engln~rs 
pourrd the concrete pads and bullt the tower struclure," Johnson 

sald;'The Ftderal AvlaUoa Admtnlstrallon came with Installation 
teams to Install the eleetronlc equipment," he said. "The equipment 
was put together al the FAA depot tn Oklahoma City." .. 

'"FtCty GJs rtnlshrd the avionics - (avlaUon electronics) equip. 
ment repair C'Ouse at n . Gordon •nd went to tho FAA depot tor. 
seven additional we-eks of work wlth the new system1. They are 
now over here opera Ung that same equipment. 0 Johnson saJd. 

Each n•w lowor, including equipment and C'OnstrucUon, cost 
$~00.000, Johnson said. '"Seven systems came complete wtth con· 
trot tower cabs. CH-17 helicopters llrttd ' the en Ure sys I em and 
put it on top or the platform." . 

In other cases the conslrucllon team built the cab on top 
o( the tower and the . equipment was U!ttd up piece by ploce 
to be tnstalltd Inside. . · · 

The driver oC the motorcycle 
Is an Infantryman with pr\or ex· 
perience In riding them. Ills at. 
Ure consists o! n helmet. flal< 
Jacket and an M-15 rl()e. Wnrn 
a suspicious object ls found the 
driver dismounts and signals !or 
the demolition team, which 
scrutlniies the situation and 
takes the nec•ssary action . 

Wheu asked how he Celt about 
drivin1 one o( the c)0cle1 Pk. 
Dennis Hut said. "There ts no 
problem tn handling the molor· 
cycle, especially now in the dry 
season. This method oC sweeping 
the road Is much easter and 
Caster. I'm able to cover thu 
same arts · wtth the same 
amount or accuracy In one third 
the Ume It ustd to take." 

' 1· (25th In() 

Aviators stu·nned, 
find 'friendly' UFO 

CllU LAI-Except for a sus­
peeted sighting or a flying 
saucer, an Amerlcal chop1kr 
ntghl would have bten one of 
those routine hops. 

WO Jo;eph E. Clark, a pilot 
with the division's !23rd Avla­

.. lion Bn. had turned the con­
trols or his Ull·ID (Huey) over 
to his co-pllot, WO Roger 

Loomis, shortly after departing 
Da Nang. 

" Wo were Clytng over the 
ocean that morning and had 
Just bun•d past the battl••hlp 
New Jersey, about ltvo mtles 
south o( Hot An , whrn I spotted 
the thing out oC the corner oC 
my eye," Clark said, hate •mll· 
tn)(. 

Each ol the systems can communicate with any kind o( air· 
craft operating In Vietnam.· Tower operators have their choice 
oC live UllF channels, !our FM, lhtte VHF, two high !requency 
single side band channels, a low frequency btacon monitor· and a 
multl-<:hannel tape roconler. · • . . J 

The tower optta!OI" depends on good radio communications 
lhroughout the compllcaftd sequence or evenu that g•t a plane 
on or orr the ground. During a landlnr. Johnson nplalntd, the 
pllol ·nrst contact• the tower. The tower (!vu him landlnt1 In· 
•!ructions, telling him the dtroctlon or approach, the wind speed 
and direction, and how to enter the- tralfic pattern. The pllot enters 

MP~ ·give kilds refund 
·of;· grena.des, ammo 

There. In front o( the chopper. 
and at •bout h•ll It• atUtudc or 
1600 feet, wa:s the strangest air· 
cn1(t the aviator had ever seen. 

Without further delay Clark, 
' flghtlng an Impulse lo make a 

!RO degree turn, look control o( 
the helicopter to seek out tho 
unknown. 

"As we watched, Jhe UFO 
flew under the chopper. I did 
my btst to keep close without 
risking a colltston, but every. 
Ume I approachtd tt would 
move away and change course. 
A!ler about twenty minutes o( 
playing wtth the '"saucer" I de· 
clded to report my slghllng !or 
further guidance." 

the "pattern. Then, !lnally, the pilot must receive clearance Crom QUANG TRI-As the Mllllary 
th• tower bt!ore he can land. . • ·" PoUce ·Jeep rattltd to a halt 

It Is a dellcal<! process. and the new tower system has "vaslly near a lake south of Quanr Tri, 
lmprovtd the sale operaUons and control or aircraft," Johnson several Vietnamese kldJ began 
said. A high density airfield usually averaees 45,000 talceo((s and .. - chattering and polnUng to a 
landings a month, with thr~ enltsttd .controllers on duty to handle spot at the water's edge. 
the trarnc. In the small gully was a 

During the Intricate lnstallaUon phase, the hlghJy .. kllled FAA pUe oC en•my hand grenades, 
teams-as many as three six-man teams were In Vietnam at one which the chlldr•n had found 
time-put together the avionic equipment and gave It the necessary while swimming In the shallow 
operaUonal tesu. Maj. Gtn. Robert R. WW!ams, USARV aviation. lake. The Military Police tutned 
oCCicer and commanding general of the lst Amtlon Brigade, com· them over to the 517th Military 
mendtd the FAA Cor tu outstanding contrlbuUon to . the _Army Int.Wience Detachm_snt and the 
AvlaUon e!Cort. • i<lds were rewardtd with pay Cor 

With the construction complete, Weaver said, the FAA will leav• ltndlll6 the gttnades. 
_"two people to provide tochnkal support Car the towers." (USARV) . Now, three weeks later, the 

Jeep still rallies to a halt In the 
same spot nearly every day as 
the youngsters llnd more gre­
nades and artillery rounds In 
anllo.around the lake only a quar· 
ter ol a mlle from the perimeter 
o( a forward base camp or the 
lsl Jn!anlry Brigade. 

"The kldJ have turned In more 
· than 200 grenades and several 

arUUery roundJ so rar." PCc. 
. William C. LoCholm said. "One 

or them walks up to the base 
camp to get us to come and 
pick th•m up "I.hen they get a 
plle collecttd." (5th Inf) 

With some rcluclance, the II 
month Vietnam veteran radioed 
the arUJlery warning net (Sav­
A-Ptane) located al division 
headquarters at Chu Lat . 

As he had (eared, the net 
came alive with the chortles oC 
disbelieving • pllot.< monitoring 
the unlikely conversation. 

"Okay, UFO! Wha<ldya got 
up there, anyway? I suppose 
you'V1' seen little green men!" 

Advised to refrain from fur· 
ther acUon with what was likely 
to be a monitoring craft Crom 
the New Jersey, the belea· 
guered pllot wrned his craCt 
south and headed Cor Chu Lat. 
Naval oCClclals with the Naval 
Support Activity Detachment 
CNSAD) at . Chu Lat l•ter con· 
Clrmed the UFO was probably 
a '"DASH" (Drone AnU Subma· 
rlne llellcopter) radlo-<:ontrolled 
Crom a destroyer providing se­
curity (or lhe big batlleshtp. 

L,,.-=~~~~~---'!:..::.~-----~---<~~eric~) ___ _ 



Page 14 

~ ........ 
. • .... "~ - . 

'i. . 

. 1 · -: ·: "·., ......... ~' .. ~.~. 

...... -( 

~· .. ~.:. __ · .· ·. · . .. 
~- 2 ~=---- . --

THE ARMY REPORTER 

Poromounl Plclu<tt (Of'p. Photo 

THE MINI-SKIRT was designed for the _li.kes of Brigitte • a scene from a recent movie "Two Weeks in Sep~mber, " 
Bardot. The barefoot Miss Bardot here wait~ to begin 
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America I 
hits, VC. 

( ' llU r .. \I. - Amt•ril'al llil'i· 
~ion solda·~ or tla• I 't 1\11 .• ~:!ml 
l11L. s111111ort1·ll hy air ... 1nkt•:-. anti 
lll'lu·optn i.:1111,hiw... k11lt·d 1X 
1·11t•111y ,n\1\11•r, n•n·11tl\' 111 :i 
d;.1y·l1111).! :-.t•n1·-. of :-.kl1 1111 ,ltt'' 
llt"ar Tam K\'. 

Co . H. lt•l l hy C;1pl. Larry I> . 
:\11).!t~ud \\;IS 011 a 'l\\l'l'P Ill ;111 

:1rt·;1 ,,, • ..,, ur 'L 1111 "' \\ht•n !In·' 
ll\i1tlt• l'lllll.11'1 \\Ith ·.Ill 1111~1111\\ .II 

:-.II.I' l'IH'lll~· ron 't' :-lhH"ll~ lwftirt• 
noun , 

Thf.' 19Sth Hrigatlt• soltl ir rs J.!Ol 
tht• 1•nemy pinnl•d down and he. 
gan 10 niarH.'11\'l' r for lH'llt•r 
po:-.1tio11'i wh11t- 1·iilli11J.! on lht· 
i: u11-'hl11:-. fur f1r1• :-.upport. 

"We w1·rr 0 11 a hill wh<'rt ' \H' 
('Ould obs1•rvt> th<' "holr arl'a." 
:-.;.11tl :\llgootl . ·· \\' 1· 1·:.ill1·tl 011 
:ir till1•ry and gun:-.hips anti j1a-.t 
kt•pt pounding th<'m ·· 

Jl•ts Wt'fl' ;.1l!'->11 rallt•d 11110 th<' 
(r;iy in tht· l'C'lllral h1).!hb1uls 
1:1rea . Wh1·n tlu .. • l'lll'll\Y trll'd to 
hrc;,1k nrf t'Onlal'I a111i rl1·1· lh1· 
;1rra llit• r\1111•r11 ·;1I -.ol1 l11·r-. prt·!'>-. · 

1·d 1111• n11dlwt S1•\'t·1 :ii 1!1·111'. of 
t'llt'lll)' 1·11u1p1111·11! w1·11· c·apl lll · 

t•tl, 1m·huh11g 1hn·1· n llt· -., a Vwt 
Cong flag. \'(' llf'\\ -.paper:-. anti 
propag :111tl:i d e11·1111w11h . 1111·tlH·al 
:-.11pph1·~. anti :1 m1mlH'r o( l'h1 -
l'Ulll ).!l"l'll;ld1·~ -

1'IH· 111f:111ln nwn al-.11 1lda1111•tl 
M'\'l'll \ 'wt (' ; lllJ.! :-.ll!'>JH't'h , 

''The 011tsl;.1111ling ~upport w1· 
,.;ol from lh t• s,:unships umJ tlw 
:11rslnkt"s n·allr m 1ult• the cl1f­
frrt ·m·1• in lht• haltlt• ." Allgrnul 
:-.aitl . N1111• of lht· lM ktlb ...., ,.,... 
1·rt•cl1ll'~I lo g1111-.l11p-. arul ;11r · 
strikes. wJth 11!1· otlll'r 111111· kdl -
1•11 by tlll' 1·0111pa11 ~ · .., nf11•11w11 . 

t .\lllt'f'll' ;il) 

9th troops 
find enemy 
hospital 

TAN Tll\ 1 - r\11 1·111· 111 ) ho-.p1 · 
tal 1·ont;,1111ing ~1•\'t•11 wo1111tl l·tl 
soldit•rs was tli!\c ·o\'c• n•cl hy 1·h·· 
ments of tilt' !Jlh I11fa111ry lll\'I· 

sio11's Co . A . ~wl Hu .. lilllh In f. 
anti a V11·l11a1111· •i1· 11·1·01111;11:-. ­

~;1111 ·r 111111 il11r111g :1 ... v.1•1·p 111 
Long 1\11 l'rov11w1· 

With llll' troop~ :wl111g a ... a 
hlnl'king (orn ', till' \ ' 1l'l11;t111t'"'' 

Llnit s wt•p! ioward th1• -.11-.pc•1 ·tt•tl 
hut anti 1·~111w 11111t.-r f11 c (1 0111 

two VC in a hu11k1•r. 
Afl t• r ov1•n·o111111..: ti lt' two •·Ill .. 

my, lall·r l'la:-.~if1l.'d a-. rnt'<lw .... 
a sl·arl'i1 of !he )11J ' l" l:il 11111·11v· 
ercll two rnah.· and one f1•111:1l1· 
wo11111Jc<l VC . ('oml1111 g the ar•·a 
furtlwr. the V1c111a111• ·''' Urut 
loc<.11t•d two North V11'111a111e..,c 
Army offin•rs <.111d two llll'tlit·s 
attl•mpllng to hich· Ulttler 111pa­
palrn leav1·s . 

" Jl W<JS a v1•ry :-.oplii-.1irah•1l 
st•l·Up," said C;1pl. Flo) d Clt•\'t" 
land , company eom111:1111h-r. "Wt! 
found fi\'t•, (1v1 •·ga llun 1·:in ... with 
handa..:e". metlit ·a l i11 ... trnm1·11I" 

•rnc.J sorilt' (oo<l :-.upplies . 
" We wen· toltl th~1t lh is i:-. a 

hospital for the 1~ntirc c.Jhtrid." 
he a<l<lc<l. "and these me<li cs 
were the only two tlwy had . We 
r eally put the hurl on theni." 

nuh 1110 

No TV listing 
A' of AHMY Hl-:l 'OHTJ·:H 

press lime. the AFVN tclev1~io11 
!>Chl·dule was not available. 

The schedule will be in the 
U'iu:d location next week . 

(USARV) 

. ' 


