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.Vietnam Communique Dec~ 29-Jan. 6 

.Heavy ·fighting flares in all tarps 
~ ' j 

25th Inf Div 10 support ~round unit. A di\'ision rccon · 12th In!. surprised and killed two NVA Division during the past wr.•k. 
patrol hod . engogt-d on estimated 20 . soldiers, whole a 3rd Bde. recon patrol Soldiers from the 2nd lln .. 2~1h Jnr .. 

Soldiers or the 25th lnlantr)' Di\'islon NVA soldiers. Chopper crews ond covol· killed one NVA' soldier In o mld-ortl'rnoon supported by o light fire lt•am and arlil· 
killt-d 62 enemy In o week or In tense rymen reported 11 or the enemy kllled oclion 12 miles soulhcost or Dak _To. __ lery _Ure, _ killed four Vici Coni; 12 niik~ 

---action . during- the- botUc. - - ·- " · - ·rive enemy- were kllled · by soldiers t•ast or Lal Khe. 
Nineteen enemy were killed In eight 9th Inf Div ol the 4th Division on Jan. I in lwo An ambush patrol from the Isl Un .. 

s~auercd tncounttrs on Jan. -'· s~parate actions. ~nd Inf. killtd one Vit.•l Con,:: on n 
Soldiers from tbe Jn! Squadron, 4th .Soldiers from the 9th lnlanlry Divi· Jnfontrymcn or the 2nd Bn., 35th Inf. jungle trail H miles northwest or Lai 

Armort'd Cav. a<"C'Ounled for nine enemy slon experienefi! hca\')' Nlntacl the past ambushed an enemy force 13 miles north· Khe. 
dead. With 4he- aid or di\·islon orllllery, week, killing 299 em•my . cost or Ban Me Thuol, killing lour NVA Soldiers from the !Ith Armon•d Coval· 
the infantrYJnen killed fi\·e Virt Cong On Dec. 30 infantrymt•n or lhl~ 9th and C'apturing thr~e individual weapons . ry Rl•giment, undl•r the.• oiwrational r nn -
eigh1 miles south or Dau Til'ng alter ,....._ Oi\'islon operating in the Mekong Dl'ila 3 d Bd 82 d Ab lrol or the Isl Di\'ision, killt•d Olll' Clll' lll)' 
ceh'ing hea,·y small arms !ire and au· killed 23 Viel Cong in scan.red con· r e, n n In on action just south or Lai Khc . 
tomatic "·~apons !irt'. tacts. A reeonnaissance patrol from the 3rd Soldiers from th~ tst Di\'ision and 

Gunship crews killed two . more Viet See relaW story Page 16 Brigade, S-!nd Airborne Division l'ngaged supporting elements klllt•d six cnt•my In 
Cong following separate sightings dur- The prc\'ious da)', soldiers ol the 9th on l'Slimatrd enemy squad, killing threl' light conlarl on Jan. I. 
ing early evening hours one and one hall Division and supporting elements re- Viet Cong nine miles north or Saigon Rillemen from lhe 2nd nn .. 28 Inf. t•n · 
miles east ol Cu Chi and !i\'e and one hall porled killing 36 Viet Cong In scattered on Dee . 29. gaged 20 Vit•t Cong witn Claymore mines 
miles north or Trang Bang. Nlnlacts. A light !ire team called In to extract eight milts north or Lai Khe, killing 

On Jan. 6 soldiers al the 25th Infantry Rillemen from the 3rd Bn .. 47th Inf. the patrol killed one more. lour. 
Division ac,-ounted for 13 enemy L;Ued in killed two Viet Cong orter reeclving Two days later soldiers of the S!!nd 23rd Arty Gp 
thrtt contacu:. automatic weapons fire while t'Xtracting Di\'ision round thrc-e rnt'm)' bodlt's that 

In a six-hour battle 10 miles northwest troops during airmobile operations 15 had apparently been killed by arlltlery Soldiers from the 23rd Arlillt•ry Group 
or Cu Chi, soldiers or the Jn! Squadron, miles south al Dong Tam. !ire a rew days earlier in an area eight killt-d 39 enemy in several !ire miss ions 
~th Armored Cav. killed six enemy and •. Americal Div miles west o! Saigon. during the week. . 
detained one SUSpt'Ct lleelitg from the A 1 1 DI 1 1 Id! ted -· _ ·-· .

1 
O 

1 
Ab- _ D. ..___ _ On Jan. 2, 27 enemy were killed In 

action. · · · - - -- - - mer ca - v • on · • 0 ers repor -.- st n IV action near Dau Tieng. 
1 A• C kllllnr 181 enemy In a week ol Intense 10111 Alrborno Dlvl&lon 1oldler1 ar· Firing lhl'lr U)mm howltzen .Into nn 

. st Ir OV act~~ · Dee. 30 America! forces kllled 39 . Nlunted for 25 enemy deaths ,In a week arc~ lhree miles east or IJau 1 lt•ng In 
15t Cavalry Division (AlrmobU.e) . and - my· detaining 13 suspects and lound - ol · llght - actloo..- . - ·- -··· - three mlulon1, men or lltry . A, l•t .Hn., 

supporting elements reported killing 139 ~~= to~ or rice In scattered actions. On Jan. I, lnfantr)'me lied live 27th Arly. blasted a g~ou~ or the e~cmy. 
enemy soldiers on a wttk or heavy Nln· Sold! 1 h 1 h U ht 1 1 1 enemy In scattered enNlunte and re. An aerial observer 11) mg over the area 
tact. . . •. . Brigade e!'~nl~e l,;r 'n en:my k711!d ~ • ported llndlng the body ,#Jf i n enem)' reported sighting 2~ l'nemy OO:hcs, on 

A gunship crew Crom the 1st Squad. tht d soldier kllled In a previous action. the strike areo. Soldh rs fro~1 Bt,ri . C, .ntl 
ron, 9th Air Cav. operating eight mtles acl~.:'trouti, a~.n area near a lakeside Nine entmy were killed by Scream· On., l2nd Arly. !Ired their c1~hl -rneh ~uns 
east or Quan Loi on Jan. I spotted and village 10 milts southeast al Quang Nga! Ing Eagle elements and two bodies were on a bunker complex sou1hcasl al Dau 
en.gag~ 18 NV A soldlers after they re-, City, an element ol the Isl Bn., 201h Inf. dlscovered on Jan. 2. Tieng, destroying the complex . 
ceived small arms fire. The gunners was fired upon by an esllmated 15 Viet An ambush and combat assault mis· T99th. Inf 
killed two or the enemy. Cong . . The Infantrymen returned fire and slon near Phu Loe netted lour enemy Soldiers or the t99th Light Infantry 

On Jan. 5 soldiers from the Isl called In gunship• from the 174th Assault killed for soldiers al the 2nd Bn,. 327th Brigade discovered an enemy munillons 
Cavalry Division and supporting ele- llellNlpter Company, Jnr. A recon craft from the 7th Squadron, cache during scattered acllons on Jan . 
ments reported kllllng -H enemy In ac• h I D. 17th Air Cav. killed three enemy ncor 
tions most!)' west or Phuoc Binh . 4t In IV the A Shau Valley, while other gunship I. 

Followln1 an alrslrike on a bunker Scattered action was reported by ele- crews a<"COuntcd for one enemy killed 
Nlmplex H miles west ol Phuoc Blnh, ments ol the 4th Infantry Division during near Phu Loe. 

The cache was located by Infantrymen 
from the 5th Bn .. 12th Inr. 19 miles south­
west or Sal1on. It Included 17 AK47 rilles , 
ond 2,000, rounds or AK47 ammunition. 

· elements or the Isl Squadron, 9th Air the Wttk .. they reportedly kllled H or 1 I f D' 
Cav. reported 27 NVA soldlers killed . Two the enemy. , ·· - st n · IV -;-· 
hours later, squadron heUNlpter ele- On Dec, 29, operating 15 miles south- Twenty.two enemy were reportedly 
ments flew to an area a lew_mlles east .. e.ast_ol_Kontum, a unlt _ ~r:_om_the_3nl _Bn., _ _ kllled by_ elements _ol .. the. 1st Inlantry 

One \\let Cong was killed 17 miles 
west ol Saigon by other brigade clements . 

11th Cav Regt 
Soldiers ol. the 11 lh Armnn•d Cavalry 

neglmcnt kJlled 13 enemy In n two-hour 
~,.._. ' ballle m•or Loi Khe on (),., . . JO . 
, ~ · · CondUl'llng n reconnalssa11t·1 •. jn .(orct• 

• · operation under the control of the hf :ii"··· ,,.· Infantry Division, soldiers from the 2nd ' ~ /;c]-Squadron-en Ka Kt- ti . un . u11k110~· 1M•izc 
t• , / enemy force ru.•111· u ~rt.' l'k thn•c mil l·s 

O
" rast of Lal Khe. Hl'Jnfort'cd hy tanks 

1 
, I and gunshlp!I, thc soldit.•rs h:.1ttlctl the 
/.. l'nrmy for two hours in lht• hcuvily wood-

• Amerlcol Photo 

ROUTING CHARLIE is this America! Division soldiera Viet Cong village during a search and destroy mission. 
as he tosses a grenade into a bunker on the outskirts of 

ed swump an•a . Thlrh'rn rtH'my were 
killed nnd srven SllSJH!Cls <lctoiirwd. 

173rd Abn Bde 
. Paratroopers Crom lhc 173rd Alrbornt• 
Brigade killed four l'nemy soldiers <lu r· 
ing o week or light acllon . 

In action elghl miles west or An Khe, 
soldiers o! the Isl Un., (Medi) , 50J Jnr .. 
under the operallonal control o( the 
173rd Airborne Brigade, thwart ed an 
attempted ambush of a truck convoy 
along Route 19, killing three Viet Cong 
and capturing one crew served wei.lpon. 

Elsewhere, paratroopers locall'd ft ,000 
pounds or rice and 500 pounds or medical 
supplies In three caches 15 miles norlh· 
west ol An Khe. 

54th Arty Gp 
Artlllerymen Crom the 54th Arllllcry 

Group killed eight enemy soldiers dur· 
ing two rt re missions on Dec. 29. Six" 
Viet Cong were kltled and two sampans 
were sunk by elements or the 7th lln., 
8th Arty., alter an Air Force forward 
air controller spotted the enemy moving 
along a river northwest or Ben Luc. 

In other action, artillery crews from 
the 5th Bn., 42nd Arty. kllled 'two enemy 
and Ignited one secondary explosion In an 
area southwest ol Bear Cot. 

1st Bde, 5th Inf 
Elements al the Isl Bde., 5th lnfontry 

Division's !st Bn., (Mechanized), 6ht 
Jnl. detained three suspects who had 
one AK47 rllle In a camouflaged bunker 
on a beach eight miles east or Quang Tri 
City, The suspects were later confirmed 
as Viet Cong. · 
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Driver bustS ,, 

road · ambu~h 
-t 

LONG BINll-Si:L Michael A. llryne was returnlnc /rom Phu 
Loi en route here. Arter dropping orr a load or an~le Iron he was 
glad to be heading back. 

Enjoyln~ the tranquility or the countryside nlong JllSR 25, little 
did the drl\•cr from the 4lst Port Construction Co., 1S9th Engineer 
Group, 20th llrli;~u1c realize that within the next rcw minutes hr 
would be engaged In a (ight for his lire. 

As his 2!1-ton truck came upon a rubber pklntation 20 meters to 
the right , he not iced an AllVN jeep he had been rollowing wn• 
receiving Hre. ,\ squad of Viet Cons: had opened up with semi­
automatic weapons allemptlni: to ambush the two vehicles. 

Bryne wat<·hed as rive AllVN soldiers guided their vehicle o(( 
the road artcr it nearly turned over. As the jeep went Into the 
ditch, Bryne began losing control or his vehicle. A bullet had 
P<'nctrat<•d the rront tire and he was forced to stop. 

·Aviators 
blast vc~ 
find · TNT<·: 

lmmcd ln tcly jumping rrom 
hts truck, he low crawled over 
to the ARYN soldiers. The AR· 
VN ortlccr handed him a carbine 
and two clips of ammo. Crouch­
ing behind the huge wheel of his 
2\.S-ton truck 'for cover, llryno 
began opening fire at the Viet 
Cong who were ~ meters away 
on tho right stdo of tho road. 
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i 1 11lrd Abn Photo 

MINE SWEEPS like this one snve lmany n rond nenr Bong Son, lookini: for some­
lives nlong" Vietnam's roads. These ~a •. thing unpleasant Charlie may hnve plnnt-
troorirs from the 173rd Airborne ed. 
sion s Engineers Co. conduct a sweep o 

No holid~y on New Yecir1~· •• • • 

Notklnr thGt the ARYN . sol­
dters had depleted their ammo 
supply, llrync yelled to them, 
"Stay low and get your ammo, 
I'll cover you." 

ao:~i~~G~l~htri~r11~.g so~th1:e~·~i:,>; Just BS he began to l~y down lv~m· en . t· ~ ~11· N 11 A 1·11 r ~ 11;11e 
here, scout helicopters and gun- a base of fire, two Viet Cong . /I I a ·v Ji I a r ,, 
ships from A Troop, 3rd Squad· exposed themselves among the . 
ron, 17th Air Cav .• Isl Aviation rubber trees opposite his posl· ···' '• • . . 
llrlgade blasted VC elements !Ion. Taklni advantaie of the .,.,' \ · ' • 
and dlscovorod a vost. ammunl- opportunity Bryne ·dropped tho .. ~~FIREBASE BLACKHAWK - lie ordered tho 2nd plotoon, 
lion cache' New Year's Day was ff holiday led by Lt. Robert E. Grl!llth, 

Alerted 'to enemy activity · In first Viet . Cong with' a single· · for the rest of the world but to take his men Into the ravine 
the ·are•. the gunships thun- shot and then directed his fire ~;, ror :.co . . A. , 3rd Bn., .8th Inf . . It .. after the 1oldlers, and had the 
dered a salvo or rockets and on tho second enemy soldier. ..:-,, was · "business . as usual." They 4th platoon leader. Lt. Robert 
mini-gun fire on the VC troops, . · . were up early and patrolllng an W. Feist, set up a blocking force 
killing 14. Cobra teams and ar· Noticing the second Viet Cong area the 4th Infantry Division at tho other end of the ravine. 
tlllery kept lhe pressure up drop his rtne r and erab his : soldiers call "VC Valley." · · Griffith broke his platoon Into 
during the night, forcing tho VC chest, a third enemy soldier ex· · . The company was sweeplne squads for tho search through 
unit to split Into small groups ~ P 0 s e d himself, scurrying • through one or tho many rocky the bottom of tho ravine, The 
In an attempt to escape. . . th h · th bb tr Th areas In the valley when Capt; lat squad with Sgt Eugene 

The following morning found rou1 ° ru er ees. e_ Alfred C. Nelson Jr., the com- Howerton ~cling as squad tead-
the A Troop scout teams relent· ARYN )leutenant had meanwhlle :· pany commander, spotted fotn" ; er, carefully filed down the side 
lessly pursuln11 the enemy. Lt. reloaded his clip and shot tho k. NVA soldiers runntn& through of the hill. 
William C. Fox, Oylni an 011-eA third Viet Coni with his pistol. . a ravine, : • I:;:·~. ' •. .. -1."' · N r th bolt C th hill 

. observation hellcopter, --: 1pottcd Just u 1ud6en.ly as the flre- ;""Ai~"'' .. . "". ,,~ p, ~1.J .{ 11l: r' '!:l1.:~;~;:. ·no:arton•: polo~ ~an 0 rrc' 
several trails converging on a ..... V- "'r ~ :I . ;"i(ff r.-1 .J;-· h' r:: ~~'k -' .. ~ · c " ' · 
bunker complex. Continuing his. fight had started It came to I "Care u ·c e·c . .,., . William narrett, spotted a small 
re~onnalssance, Fox discovered • halt, After a five-minute wait ·.~·· . . . • ~- . ..·. f! hut, He told llqwerton, who, 
un extensive ammunlllon cache, the six men moved. out In the ·'-'.~(;·«·-·•. A.<>«· .. !·~';'' 0 ,· .. , ·.:. having no radio, began to climb 

Infantrymen of tho 2nd nn., direction of the· ambush site. A• .,;. u · ncovers:; rice .1!, back up tho hill to tell Nelson 
SOth Inf .. Uth Infantry. Division, they entered the rubber plan• '~· . ,, . . . . _ of tho find. !lo was no more 
were Inserted Into the area to latlon the men cauaht a gllmpse ,,..,··· DAit TO ''(•Ill JNF)-A 1 t than 15 Ceot past the last man 

, h h 0 h of three more enemy soldiers · • po en In his squad when he saw one 
recover t e cac e. urlng t e quickly making good their es· •• new weapon hes made sharp In· of tho enemb soldiers staring 
Insertions, a scout team Crom the ca th ou h th d und road Into , the rice supplies of t hi r hi d b h 
battalion killed two more VC r~!th r g ' e . ens•,.. ~': •. the VC and NVA units In the a m rom e n a us . .. 
In the area. i • . • · · .. · .. · ·• ,. ;., . Cenlral Hl&hlands, The weapon: "I tried to duck behind a rock 

Part of the huge cache con- . Finding tho three Viet Cong ... another Army report. . . , . · an.d chamb~r a round at the 
slsted o! 193 pounds of TNT, dead, the, men .'. searched · the , The report keeps track or the . ~.ame tlme, Howerton said, 
3!1'Z 80mm mortar rounds, 43 area for e)lemy weapons. They rice production and purchases of : but ,1 lost my ba,1,nnce and 
73mm and ~7mm recoilless rifle · - searched_ ri:u1t1essly for _15 _dozens_ oLMontngnard _ vlllaies '.:._ stumble~ backwards. 
rounds, 60 llPG-2 rounds, ·21.000 · minutes and finally determined . here. Whenever. an unusually The noise alerted Nelson who 
AK-IT rounds. and 28 mines. that others took the weapons large amount of rice ·Is planted ~ad been perched · on a rock 

A Troop "llueys" spent the with them. ,; ~ . · - or bought - by, a vlllage, near the top of the hill watching 
rest o! the day hnullng . out the Although a blt ·lhaken, Bryne civil atralrs oCClcers'"check Im· his company'• progress. lie 
huge cache of ammunition remarked on the day's events, mediately. ~ turned and spotted the NV A 

· which would never see the "When I go back to the States It's a simple Idea, but It makes soldier Immediately, The soldier 
wenpons !or which It was In· · this . Is the one experience I the life of an enemY. supply of· froze when he saw Nelson, and 
tended. · won't forget." . fleer pretty rough, • ~ . • the company commander moved 

!Blondie by Chic Young I 

quickly. Ile !Ired seven shots. 
nil or which hit their mark. 

At the sume Instant u sniper 
01ened fire on Nelson, missing 
hiln by Inches. The company's 
radio operator. Spec. 4 Manuel 
V. Fuentes, fired a burst of M18 
fire at thu •nlper, preventing 
him from laking another shot. 

The enemy force broke con­
tact and two more hours or 
sweeping brought negallvc re­
sults. They did, however, cap­
turo the fallen soldier's AK47 
and a Chlcom light muchlne 
gun. 

vc killed 
by psyops 
hard sell 
-CHU I.Al - Three Viet Cong 

who thought the PSYOPs team 
broadcasting In their area was 
"all blow and no co" were in 
tor a shock. 

The team was using a Navy 
swirl boat to patrol a portion 
or lhe coastline in the Amcrlcal 
Division sector of I Corps. 

'' We were broadcasllnl:! stond­
ord taped m ~ s sages," sa!<l 
Capt. Banta York, the 1981h In­
fantry llrlgnde PSYOPs o!Clcer. 

As they Were cruising back 
the coustllne a helicopter Clew 
out towards the swlrt boats and 
opened fire on the tree line. The 
Viet Cong reacted Immediately 
by returning with a hall or auto­
matic weapons fire. 

Reacting quickly, the men In 
the boat placed ,50 cal.. M-60 
and 8lmm mortar fire on tho 
enemy position. "Then the gun· 
ships from F Troop, 8th Cav. 
came In and really worked thP. 
area over," York said. The 
three VC were klllt'll In the ac· 

/ 

tlon. ~~~~~-~~~~~-.. 


