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Vietnam ComniuniqueT 
Feb. 17 to Feb. 23 

Retls tle,tlls .soar,in attacks 
9th Inf Div thr b~tle •nded •I 5: 30 a .m., the <'nemy 

withd~w lea\'ing 109 or lhrlr dt•ad be· 
Old Reliables ol the 9th lnlantry Dlvl· hind. . 

slon klll•d n lotnl or ~07 ent'TllY In a w1·•k J::arll•r In the morning n rocket and 
thnt brought Pl•nty ol action . throughout mortar bombardnwnt pn'«'dl'd · •nemy 
lh• M•kong Drlta despite the enemy's ground attacks against a lire support 
st I f·prodaimtd unilateral sevl'n-day base six mile's southeast of Dau Ti t'ng 
C"l'asrlire. and the 3rd Bdl'. bnsl• comp at Dau 
.. On t'•b. ll, Isl lido. Rt•condos and Tieng. 
sup,><>rlin): elemtnts klllL•d 75 .tnl'ffi)", as An tslinrnlt-d t•ntmy snpper bnttnllon 
C"B\'Hlryml'n of Troop B, lrd Squadron, nnd a r iflt buttulion allucked the base 
17th Air Cav. klllrd 78 and lnlanlr)·nwn of ca mp and hard llghtlng conli rlut•d until 
the 2nd Bn ., 39lh lnl. added ll more •ne· the early daylight hours. Some or the ene· 
my kJllPd in srattt"red incidents. my penetratt>d the ptrimettr, 

Earlier In the wc•k. River Raiders ol B)' 3 :~ 5 a.m .• Indirect lire had bt'<ome 
the 2nd Bd•. Mobil• Rlvertnr Force lound sporadic but s niper lire lnsttd until 10 
~5 enemy bodies on Feb. 21 to conclude a u.m./wh1•n th r lust snlp1•r wns eliml· 
two.day operntlon that totaled 99 enrm)' · . A sweep or the balllelield )'ielded 
killed in Klt>n Hoa B ovinC'e- near 73 VC/NVA dl•Ad Rnd numrrous l'nemy 
Tr~ . The SWL'i.'P wn~ •gun rarly I wt"apons. 
morning by L'lt>nH.'nts o( t" 3rd . WhL•n the nttnC'k on the 3rd Otle. On• 
ln(. and the 3rd Bn., 6 I .. hlC'h s upport bas t• wus brokL•n, ln (antrynwn 

f slon (Airmoblle) 'ki111'll 180 rnemy so\. 
diers in a Wl•ek of srattert'd contacls. 

On Fl'b. 19 , t•leml'nts ol the Isl Squad. 
ron. 9th Air Cav. reported killing 15 NVA 
soldiers about 2? miles northwt•st or Xu. 
)'l'n Loe all-. they hnd •arlier lound the 
bodies of ji;{ rnem)' killed In an aintrike 
In the same area . 

Thl' same dH)', troopers o( the 2nd Rn., 
12th Cav. found un Clll'tnY rlC'e C'U<..'ht.• con· 
slstlng of ncnrly 10 tons . 

On Feb. 21, elements or the 2nd Bn .• 
7th Cav. discovered a large enemy com· 
plex U mil•s north ol Xuan Lor. A 
search ol the bunkers yielded 19,000 AK· 
H rounds, 23 complete 82mm mortur 
rounds ond 74 complete 60mm mort ur 
rounds, all or which were destroyed . 

Gunship rrews o( the- 1st Squadron, 9th 
Air Cuv. nlso killl'<t h•n cnt>my ell:ht 
miles l"' Ust o( Phuoc Vlnh that aftL•rnoon. 

fought the l'nrmy most or 11e allernoon and artlllrrymen had killed 38 •nemy. 
-and night. Earlier In the week, an Air Force lor· Big Red One soldiers ol the !st In· 

Feb. 22 brought 8~ enemy dead as !st ward air controller sighted a huge enemy rantry Div ision killed H enl'my soldiers 

1st Inf Div 

Bde. clements accounted for ~8 enemy In rice cache H miles northwest or Tay In a week ol acallered llKhlln~. 
actions In Dinh Tuong Province . Night Ninh . Army nnd Air Force nlrcrall and A company lrom the Isl lln ., 2Rth lnl. 
Hunter operations covering a wide area artillery dropped tons ol ordnance to de· kllled seven •nemy In o ·bottle west or l.u l 
northwest ol Cal Be and gunships ol stroy the •sllmated 320 Ions ol rice . Khc F•b. 21, A post-contact awe•p ol the 
Troop B, 3rd Squadron. 17th Air Cav. Division and Vietnamese troops also area yll'lded 25 llPG·2 rounds. un lll't: 
teamt'<i up with soldiers or the 4th Bn ., swooped down 0/1 10 tons ol munitions launcher. two 60mm~tur lubes and 

____ .J9th In!. lo kll\.25 Viet Cong.--- ---and 150 tons ol rice II milts east·north·- Jive AK-~7 rllles . The klllrd another 
River Raiders ol the 2nd Bde.'s 4th east or Tay Ninh. enemy In the >0me area hort time Int· 

~~·;.!s71~Jn;;.:!';.:.d;~~.~nn~~t~1~r Amerir:a/ Div er. comp• n y O , 111 t n n .. 2Rth 
Btn Tre. The action began Jn mid-morn· 1 a week that saw Amerkal Division lnl., discovered more than ,four tons or 
Ing when a battalion element killed nine sold~•rs kill 303 enemy soldiers,. the Inst •nemy rice In an area eight miles west or 
enemy while sweeping lo the southeast or d or the week again brought heavy Lal Khe. The rice was evacuated for dis· 

· Ben Tre. Firing In support ol th• In· rt~~llng. trlbutlon to "rduge•s. 
lnntrym•n. artillerymen ol the lrd Bn., DI v I a I 0 n aoldlers and supporllng J st Avn Bcle 
l~lh Arty . killed live enemy. Then anoth· rorces kllled uo •nemy on Feb. 23. with 
•f element WU landed Ju1t north or the troopers or the lat Squadron, ht Cav. IC· 
rlhl company by Navy Tango boats ol countlnr !or 7S and gunship crews lrom 
Riverine Division 131. Pushing south to the 17~th Assault llellcopter Co. adding SO '. 
box thr enemy, the soldiers killed two 

VC. . mo~• day's largtst action took plac• In 
Contact conllnurd throughout the al· the "Pln•apple Forest" one mile west or 

ternoon with xround troops and gunship Tam Ky u the cavalrymen battled an •s· 
cr.•ws ol Troop D, 3rd Squadron, Sth Ar· tlmated •nemy battalion generally within 
mored Cav. killing 10 more enrmy to a •OO·bY~·yard rice paddy area. 
bring the total !or the aclfon to 25 . , Shark gunship crews or the 174th 

25th Inf Div scrambled •arly In the mornln1 to en· 
When the •nemy proclaimed th•lr gage an enemy lorce one mile wut ol 

unlluleral <••••!Ire, they made only one Due Pho, killing 23 VC In the llghl. Later 
mistake as rar as the Tropic Lightning In the morning, the Shark crews were 
'soldlors ol the 2,th Jnlantry Division callrd to • landing zone six miles north· 
were concerned : the •nemy ended · his northwest ol Due Pho, where they spotted 
C'l'Dscflrc. an enemy force setting up rocket tubes In 

The result was 282 •n•mY kllled on wel\.lorUllrd bunkers. The crews report· 
r II I k di ed killing rT enemy and destroying 20 

Feb. 23 In actions o ow n1 allac s on • structures bdore calllng In alrstrlkes. • vision Installations. . 
Shortly alter 3 a .m. in NVA force be· Throughout th• week, Amerleal •le· 

gan a ground nttaek under cover or mor· ments round ralrly sharp lighllng In acat· 
tor and lll'G !Ire against a !Ire support tered acllons. . 
b.,e live miles 1ou1hwes1 or Go Dau Ila . 1 sl Cav Div · 
2nd Odu. lnlnnlrymen return•d !Ire with · 
nrtlll•ry and gunship support and when Dlvl· 

Gunship crews lrom the ht Avlallon 
Brigade reported ldlllng H enemy and 
sinking 77 sampans In one day's sent· 
l•r<'<I actions . · 

Viking crews or the llth Combat Avla· 
lion On.'s 12\st Assault llellcopler Co. re­
ported killing nine en•my and sinking 
nine sampans In •rtrelly' missions 13 
miles northeut ol Bae Lieu . In actions 17 
miles south or Rnch Gia, the VlklnR• 
sank 41 sampans and killed three enemy. 
Thunderbird gunners lrom the bnttallon's 
335th Assault llellcopler Co. accounted 
!or lour enemy and four sampans In the 
same area. 

In other Delta action, gunners lrom 
tho U2d Assault ll•licopter Co. report1•d 
killing lour en•my who weru spotted run· 
nlng !or cover In a palm area 10 mll•s 
south or Don11 Tam. Chopper crews or the 
13'th Assault llellcopter Co •• kllled six 
VC, live In an encounter seven miles 
1outheaat or Vlnh Long. 

In lighting to the north, llondll gun · 
ners of the· 118th Assnull Helicopter Co. 
kllled •lght enemy while nytng In support 

101ST AIRBORNE Division paratroopers move out to take the night from 

f . 
n( th• 25th Division (ARVN) six mil•s 
north·northeast ol Trung Jiang . 

4th Inf Div 
IV)'nll'n or the 4tli Infantry Division 

killed a rrportrd 35 enemy In K<'nernllr 
li~ht • and scattered action durini; llut 
Wl"<'k. 

On~ morning nn umbush putrol or till• 
ht Un., JSth lnC. suw 82 NYA soJJil•n; 
passing throu~h their kill zone 10 miles 
wesl of Plelku. Thl' l'nt~my cnrrh.'i.I mor­
tars. roC'ke ts and rocketlaunchcrs . Tht• 
lvymen engaged tht• t•nd of thr column, 
k lllin~ live enemy. The NVA lah-r prnhed 
tht.• patrol'.s perinwlt•r und :111other em·· 
my wus kll11•d. 

11th Cav Regt 
nlarkhorse troopt•rs o( the 11th Ar­

morNI Cavulry UC"..:11nt'11l rountl el..:ht 
t>m•my bo(ties ut lht• st•t•1w u( a 1"l•b. 20 
fh;ht about nine miles northwt•st of llh•n 
Hoa. Durinc that action, a li~ht Hre tc;on 
and a ·"Spooky" aircraft providl•d sup­
port. 

Jn another action, Rlackhorst• troop1•rs 
cordom•d u vllla~e e l1-:h t miles west of 

(SEE RELATED STOH.Y ON 
PAGE I) 

Tan Uyen while i\l\VN suldil'rs st•arehed 
the area . One l'nemy was kUled, l'l su:i· 
J>~C"b '4'ere dl•lulfwJ Utul ll C)tllllllily or U!'t · 
•ortcd l'llerny munlllo11H wc1·c t· 111 1 tun·~ I In 
the t•ordon . 

199th lnl Bcle 
Five enemy !Ired on Redcatchcrs ol 

the 4th Dn . .' 12th In!., IPPth l.IKht lnlantry 
Urlgade one duy seven mlks west of Sal· 
gon. The soldiers relurnecl the lire uncl 
the enemy fled. As lhe l11(untrymcn 

(SEE RELATED STORY ON 
PAGE I) 

chased the vc. llnzor llack gunships or 
the 120\h Auault lklicopter Co. W<'re 
!Ired on while llyln~ 100 meters south of 
the fl \ st contact. In the ensuing fli:ht , one 
enemy was kllled1 two sus11ccts were de­
tained and th ree weo.11on:1 were cupturcd. 

173rcl Abn Bde 
Element• ol the 173r<l Airborne llrl · 

gnde loll•d a would·be NVA umbu•h bat­
talion, killing eight along lllghwoy IP 
•nst ol An Khc. 

On Feb. 22 , on Al'C platoon lrom the 
tst Un .• ~Olh Jn(., under the OIJl.!rullnnul 
control of 1lw 173rd , surprlsecl un NVA 
(ore~ scttlnl: up an ambush In hli:h l'll.! · 
11hnnl gr••• along the highway. The .In· 
runtrymcn, who were on a roud·clearmg 
sweep bt·tw1•en two brhl.:es, killed six 
NVA with ma chln" gem lire. 

At ncurly the 11u11w tlnw, u hrlclJ.:1! u 
mile eusl or An Khe cume under u heuvy 
mortar, llPG and automatic weapons 
barruu:c. The weapon! platoon guarding 
the bridge killed two NV A with mortar 
und automatic weapons rlre . 

101sl Abn Div 
Screnmlng Eagles ol the 10\sl Air· 

borne Division (AlrmobllcJ and support· 
Ing •l•menls killed ocvcn <'nemy ancl 
round one •nemy body In light action one 
day. . 

Near llue, paratroopers lrom the Is l 
Bn.. \06th lnl. killed three enemy and 
found one bod)·. Chopper crcw.s killed an­
other four enemy els~wlu:n· . 

1st Bde, 5th lnl 
Soldiers ol the lst llrl~ade , 5th In· 

lantry Division (Mechanized) t'<lcoun· 
tered generally light and scallcr<'<l action 
during the week, 

Elements ol the 1st Bn ., 6\sl lnl. found 
five enemy one day while swec-plng four 
miles northeast ol Quang Tri Clly. The 
soldiers killed two enemy and captured 
an SKS rifle. .i.. 

23rd Arly up 
Cannonec-rs of the 23rd ArtJllery 

Group, acting on aerial obscrv<.'rs ' re · 
ports. llred on •nemy positions less thnn 
u miles north ol Tay Ninh Feb. 19 and 
20. The artillerymen klllcd lour •nemy In 
each or the bombardments, which also 

·destroyed a total or seven bunkers. Aller 
one area came under llre. an aerial ob· 
server reported, two secondary ex­
plosions were seen. 

1' 
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DOD aids retiree job hunt 
WASlllNGTON. (ANF) - A stn·n~then, ... t•ro· 

gram· to assist the more than !51,000 ~listed 
military pcrsonnC'I and approximately 13,0~ orrl ­
ccrs who retire from active duty each yclr was 
recently announced by the Department al [)l,fensc 
(DOD). 

o~sure lhnt mnxlmum nsslslonce b 11rovhtcd lo 
l''1Ch Individual who complcll'~ a career of mill · 
1ary service. The program will be conductt•d on 
a voluntnry basis. ,._ 

· tinder project Rcrerral, a centralized DOD 
Skill Do ta Rclerral Service ,will be established in 

The average age al military pcrsonn!I who 
retire Is 45. 

exis ting facilities at Dayton. Ohio. 
This activity will consist al an nulomatcd ski ll 

data · bnnk which will: systematically inventory 
the s kills a l retirees, identify areas where such 
skills could be used to the benellt or bo th tlw 
nation and the individual rettrce, and also refer 
registrants to prospectJve employers in both the 

The new plan, called Project notcrral, was 
developed In recognition o( the fact that increas· 
Ing numbers of mllllary personnel wtll be rctir· 
Ing in the years Immediately ahead. 

For some years , the Department or Dcrensc. 
In cooperation with other government act.'ncics, 
notably the Department o( Labor, has been con· 
dueling a program to counsel retiring military 
personnel on potcntlol employment opportuniti es. 

public and pri\'ate sc..•ctors. 
Dclalled planning and development al nuto~ 

mated procedures to support the referral serv ice 
began in January. A pilot program will be can. 
ducted starting in September with lull implcmcn· 
tntion or the program scheduled to begin in the 

With the aid al computers, the Department al 
De(en!e now Intends to strcngthcfl the various 
Jndlv lclual programs conducted by the services to spring of nrxt yea r. 

Mothers & wives beware 

·Men return sporting hairy-lip 
Clltl I.Al -· Muth•r. 111111 

wives al America, when your 
son or . husband returns from 
Vietnam you may not recognize 
hJm. Besides the sun ton, added 
or·lost wetght, and the new look 
of mnturlty i.:nlne<l In the com·· 
but zone, he also may be sport· 
lni: o,tw.lry upper lip. 

· Don't worry. It's not a tropical 
disease, but lt does seem to be 
cnnlaJ:tlous among the men here. 
The mu•lnche Is dcflnllely "In" 
omong American combat •ol· 
dten. 

Ever !Ince tho 0<."partment o( 
the Army came out with Army 
negulatlon 600-20 a year ago 
pcrmllllni: soldlcn to weor 

" n•nlly lrlmmril" 11111•l11chr~. 
the trend here ho• been catching 
on to the point where the num· 
ber al them nearly equals those 
cleanly shaven. .;. 

The vague phrnse " neatl y 
trimmed" Is left to the lndlvld· 
uni unit communder~ ror Inter· 
prelotlon . Gcncrolly, however. 
the mustache should not extend 
below the corners or the mouth 
and should be trimmed Into o 
neat •hape. 

ll•ord•, though , ore •1111 not 
authorized for military pcnon· 
nel. 

Vlet,.m presnt.5 an excellent 
opportuntty for expcrlmentatlon 
with mustaches. and a check or 

Applications accepted 
for USMA prep school 

FORT BEt.vom (ANF)-Ar· 
pllcatlons are now being nccl'pl· 
L'<l by tho United Stnte• Mill· 
tory Ac o d cm y Preparatory 
School (USMAPS) for the ocn-
demlc yeor 1969-70 commencing 
In Augu•t 1969. The •chool pre· 
pores cnll•ted condldntea lo 
compete for llcRulnr Army ond 
Enllsled ncscrve nppolntment• 
to the United Stoles Military 
Acodemy. 

A candi<late must be between · 
the age• al 17·21, never married , 
a high school grndunte, one!.. 
show o ;!rang motivation to be o 
career orflcer In the negulor 
Army. 

The academic year com· 
menccs In early August with on 
ovt'rnge enrollment of 300 cnndl· 

· doles. Tho to.month program Is 
<leslgncd to prepare each cnn<ll· 
dnte to successfully pass the en· 
trance exnmlnnllon nt We5t 
Point. 

The academic progro m o( 
mathematics ond English I• 
equlvolent to a rtrst year college 
course. A rigorous program of 
phy•lcal training, sports ond 
mllltary instruction round out 
the average dny. 

During the fttll. the entire con· 
dldate battalion travels to West 
Point Cor an orlcntatlon on the 
Military Academy and cadet 
Ille. 

The 1968 grnduotlng class 
!ram the USMAPS w"' the larg· 

one enlisted graduate. al US· 
MAPS donned codet grey on 
July l, 1958. 

" "no of thn m1t•lnchin<'il mrtn nf 
lhe America! IJlvlsion, opcrbllng 
In southern l Corps. revenled 
varying reasons (or startin " 
the ir new growth. 

F'or a few lt provides a visible 
sign of their mnnlincss, but 
~ome or the men~er prollucb nt· 
test to thu youlh or the would·bc 
mustache wearers. 

As one sllghtly embnrras5cd 
"Jungle Warrior" Crom the !Ith 
Inf., llde. dcllontly .aid, " I've 
only been letting It grow for lour 
months. Whal . do you expect? 
Overnight results?" Ills mood 
was darker than hi• fuzzy upper 
llp. • .• 

Other men stated there wun'l 
any special reason behind grow· 
ln11 their mustache•. lt wa• Just 
somethln11 dlrlerent lo do, and 
since many al their buddies 
were doin11 It, they wanted to try 
too. 

"I just thought It would .ave 
me a little time shaving In tho 
mornln11." explained on In· 
(antrymon from the !9Rth In· 
lantry Dde. "It hasn't been n 
bother, and I Just mni• keep It 
when I return home." 

est class In the 23-year history al 
the school. One hundred twenty· " ••• then put in a DF requesting Ft. Lauderdale .•. " 

Ut" Inf Photo 

DINGO, A TRACKER DOG from the 25th Infnntry Divi· 
sion's 66th Inf. Platoon (combat trucker), take• a •hort 
break after n mi88ion to relax in the sun. The 2nrl Bri~ndc 
pooch's handler is Sgt. Dan Heath. 

Snowslecls tested 
for military use 

WASHINGTON (ANF)-The U.S. Army, Aln•ku, has l11•Kun 
tc•llng 10 •now Vl'hlclc• for evaluollon o( their mllllury usefulness . 
Members al the 171st Infantry llrlgudc (Mechanized) ut ' Fort 
Wainwright, Alaska, ore puttJng the vehicles through the paces. 

The machines wJll be operated under various conditions ancl 
loads In tncllcal situations In an cHorl to determine their potcntlul 
for military use In cold weather • 
und northern operations. 

The selection o( the test group 
o( vehicles wos governcrl In port 
hy tho requirements lhot coch 
mochlnc must be capuble uf 
being lifted by two men, rll 111· 
side on M·113 armore<l person· 
ncl carrier, ond be capable or 
transporting two men over un· 
broken snow. 

The Infantrymen will drive the 
snow vehicles on messengcr·cou· 
rler runs, on reconnaissance pa· 
trols, on medical evacuation 
m.Jsslons and wire laying as.sign· 
ments. Additionally, It will be 
used to move rations and ammu­
nition to Corward areas and men 
to and from outposts. 

Tho U.S. Army, ·Ataskn, I• In· 
tercsted Jn the 1>0tenllal of snow 
vehicles cnpable or transporting 
supplies and equipment of a 
squad or men engaged In cold 
weather operations. or special 
Interest J5 the usefulness or 
snow vchlcJes for long range pa· 
trols where units con range far 
ohead to seek out desirable 
routes o( movement that will 
contribute to the e((cctJveness of 
the patrol. 

Watch that M16 
II you arc tn a tight spot and 

can't clcon your 11116 properly, 
postpone the cleaning but lube 
all the working parts with LSA 
frequently and generously. 

Army calls 
nevv bird 
the Kiowa 

FORT wonTH - The U.S. 
Army Model Oll·58A will carry 
the nickname Kiowa. oHlclals of 
Textron's Dell llellcopter have 
been Informed. 

The 011 -SSA ts the Army's ver· 
slon of the Bell Model 206A Jet· 
Ranger. Lust Murch It was 
numc<l winner of lhc Army's re· 
opened lli;ht obscrvotlon hellcop· 
tcr (LOii) competition and Dell 
was awarded a conll'acl for 2,200 
a( the rive-place, turbine-pow· 
crt!d aircraft . 

Dellvcry or the helicopter> will 
begin this summer and contin ue 
through 1972. 

In naming the 011-58;\ the 
Kiowa , the .Army continued its 
trndltton of labeling Its aircraft 
wllh numcs of Indlun tribes. An 
exception to thb pructlce was 
the llueyCobra , llell's high· 
speed, two-place gunship, · which 
retained the name 1elven ll by lts 
developer and manufacturer. 

Last month the Navy version 
al the Jctnanger, the Tll·S7A, 
was designated as the Sea na. 
nger. 


