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Enemy ·post· T et offensive blunted;P 
Americal, l73rd dos~·~r!V'rations 
Paratroopers, 
Miracles kill 
2,776 enemy 

WNG BINI! - The America! 
Division and the 17Jrd Airborne 
Drlgad~ recently completed six 
combat operations which total· 
led 2,778 enemy killed. 

The three 17Jrd Airborne Bri· 
gade opcrntlons. Cochise Green, 
Bolling and Walker, took place 
along Viclnam's north-central 
coast and resulted In 1,915 NVA 
and VC killed. 

The America( Division's three 
operations, Vernon Lake II , Fa· 
yette Canyon and Hardin Foll•, 
totulled HBO enemy killed. 

The 17Jrd paratroopers cov­
ered three primary areas In 
their operations: around An Khe 
(Operation Walker), the coastal 
mountains west ol Tuy Hoa (Op· 
eralion Bolling) and heavily 
populated Dinh Dinh Province 
(Operation CoehiSe Green) . 

Cochise Green, which began 
March JO, 1958, leatured rccon· 
n a Issa n c e-ln·force operations 
against the 22nd NVA Hcglment, 
the Jrd NVA Division and local 
Viet Cong lorces. In 10 months, 
the brigade accounted !or 929 
enemy dead, 2,052 detainees, 
172.1 tons ol rice and numerous 
documents captured. 

The operation was highlighted 
by heavy contact by the Korean 
Isl Bn., SOth In!. during May, 
accounting !or 329 enemy killed, 
a combined sweep-and-clear op­
crutlon with the 40th ARVN 
neg I m c n t during September 
which ended with over 300 con· 
firmed Viet Cong killed or ap­
prehended, and the lnrgeot mon· 
ey cache or the war, $1SO,OOO 
In greenbacks, lound In July. 

Durlnl' the opero.Uon, the brl· 
gade secured coastal highway 
QL I and territory lrom Qui 
Nhon to the southern border ol I 
Corps conducted extensive pad· 
flcuUon progroms. 

In Operntion Bolling, which 
began in September, 1957, eie· 
ments or the brigade killed 7U 
enemy and apprehended 2,~88 
suspects . . 

Operation Walker, with the 
purpose or prlvhllng security !or 
lltghway QL 19 between the port 
or Qui Nhon and the central 
highlands, resulted Jn 272 enemy 
killed since January, 1958. 

The oldeet or the America! DI· 
vl.Slon's three operations, Ver­
non Lake II, began Nov. 2, 19(18, 

. and was conducted by the 3rd 
Bn., Isl Inf. and 4th Bn., 21st 
In!. It covered the region south· 
west or Quanc N1al Clty, an op­
erational area of the lrd NV A 
Division. In the operation, the 
11th U1ht lnlantry Brigade 
lorces killed 4SS enemy, of 
whom 152 were NV A soldiers 
and 303 VC.• In addlllon, the sol· 
dlers detained 18 suspects and 
received two Ho! Chanhs. U.S. 
rorces destroyed 81 NV A base 
camps and captu~ munitions 
and equipment Including 140 In­
dividual and live crew .. erved 
weapons, 121 tons o~. 1,253 
mixed 60mm and 82mm mortar 
rounds, 19(1 rockets and 964 NVA 
uni Corms. ~ 

Operation Fayette Ca117on was 
!nillated Dec. 15, 19(18, alter ap­
prorlmalely 1,000 NV A were re­
ported on Hill 953, 25 miles 
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. lttth lnr Photo 
A V:C BOOBY TRAP injured this innocent Vietnamese 
youth while he was fi!hing around a mudhole. 199th Light 
Infantry Brigade medics provide treatment. ~ 
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WNG RINI! - The razor 
ahorp night vision or a per­
imeter guard apotlcd a devel­
oping Communist attack on the 
huge Long Blnh military com­
plex shortly belore l o.m., Feb. 
23. 

Spec. 4 Thomas Doker, an ad·\ 
mlnistralive clerk at heodquor· 
ters, U.S. Army Vietnam, was o 
member or lhc defense force 
manning the bunkers thol nl~hl. 

AU cy03 were lraincd In the 
open areo beyond the perimeter, 
but only Boker saw movement. 

• .lie spotted three llgurcs creep· 
Ing toward the posillons about 
250, yards away. 

.. I told the commander." said 
Daktr, "ond everybody looked. 
nut I wos the nnly one who 
could sec them . A narc was 
lired, but still no one sow them . 
I asked for permission lo lire, 
and I !Ired a tracer lrom my 
M14. Then they saw." 

Then the batlle began. Many 
hours later, the enemy lorce 
was destroyed and a total or 132 
enemy bodies were counted. 

1,t005 rally~_in one wee~ 
SAIGON - Despite the Communists' post-Tel the 1ame period In 11168. 

ollensive, a near record 1,005 Vietnamese rollied Offlclala ~rted a slgnillcant increase. In the 
to the Government or Vietnam under the Chieu number of weapons brought In but the exact 
Hoi (Open Arms) program during the week end· count has not been completed. 
Ing March I, Chleu Hot o!llclals reported. A breakdown ol the 1,005 returnees showed that 

This was the largest number or returnees to 685 or them were enemy soldiers, 293 were poll· 
rally In a single week since the week ending Ucal !lgures and 45 were In other categories. 
March 25, lll67, when 1·187 rallied. Chleu Hot olllclals.....,ere encouraged by the 

The IV c...,,s Tactical Zone broke all records sharp upsurge Jn returnees, pointing out that the 
with 781 returnees. This figure is the highest for numbers rallying to the government slumped dur-
any corps area since the program began in 11163. Ing· the pre-Tet and Tel holiday period. 
An Xuyen province In IV CTZ alone produced 201 The 1,005 returnees pushed to 99,059 the total 
returnees. · • number or Vietnamese who have rallled to the 

So far thla year, the Ministry of Chieu Hoi haa ··· Government of Vietnam since the program began 
counted ·.S,579 returnees rom~Ared with ~ . 115~ !or In l!lel. 

Allies repulse 
enemy attacks 
In all 4 corps 

LONG BINll - American Sol­
diers engaged large groups ol 
enemy troops throughout the 
week as the number or NVA and 
VC soldiers killed by Army units 
during the enemy's post-Tel or­
lcnslve neared 3,0CO. 

The enemy launched rocket 
and morlar altacks and some 
ground assaults against scat­
tered Allied Installations. but 
these attacks had slackened by 
the end or the week . 

llruvy action on Feh . 23 was 
followed the next day by u rclu­
Uve lull. Bnemy mortar uttacks 
hit several landing zones or the 
1st Cavalry Division, but there 
was virtually no domoce. Sol· 
dlers ol the 23th lnlantry Dlvl· 
stun found 27 more NVA bodlus 
during searches u( the previous 
day's balliellelds. 

Cannonecn ol lllry. C, Isl 
Bn .• 27th Arly . scattered their 
15Smm howllzcr fire throughout 
the areo between Long Blnh and 
men Hoo, the scene of much ac­
tion during the offensive. F'Utcen 
VC were reported killed , three 
bunkers destroyed ond 10 secon­
dary exploslons sci orr. 

Soldiers or the 25th lnlantry 
Division and supporting ele· 
mcnls repelled early mornlnt: 
ultacks on lhree division in· 
stallullons Feb. :ZS. The enemy 
lost 122 soldiers In ttwsc and olh· 
1 ~ r uctlon!i, hrlnJ{lni: lhc dlvl- · 
i.lon '.!I total of enemy killed dur­
ing the oHenslve lo 431. 

Two division lire support 
bases, one lhrec miles southwest 
ol Go Duu Jiu und the other live 
mtlcs soulhcusl of Duu Ticnw:, 
wcro uttucked, us wus the 3rd 
Ude. busecum11 ut Duu Tieng . 
·At the fire support buse near 

Go Dou fla, 100 enemy were de· 
tcctcd 500 yonb southwest or the 
perimeter ol 12: 20 • .m. and 20 
H2mrn mortur round• exploded 
northwest or the perimeter close 
to I a.m . Enemy Hl'G und ma­
chine ~un lire beKun to hil the 
northwest side o( the perimeter, 
and 10 enemy were ob:.ervcd on 
!hut side or the perimeter com-
1 n g through the wire. ln­
ranlrymen or the 2nd Bn., 27th 
In!., supported by artillerymen 
ol the 2nd Bn., 77th Arty. from 
inside the base, returned the lire 
aided by gunships and a nare· 
ship. The attack subsided short· 
Jy before dawn. In a sweep of 
the battlefield the lnrantrymen 
lound the bodies ol 7H NV A sol· 
dfors . 

The division continued to en­
counter heavy action the ... nes.t 
day, Feb. 25, when the enemy 
lauchcd .,. three-prong assault on 
the division's base camp at Cu 
Chl i Just alter 4 a .m., soldiers 
lrom an NVA sapper battalion 
lnllllrated the base perimeter, 
but the defenders, supported by 
helicopter gunships, artillery, 
and "Spooky" gunships, repelled 
the enemy. Al the same time, 
sporadic llghttng broke out on 
the opposite side of the base · 
camp, with the enemy sendtnc 
in rockets and mortars for about 
two hours. Thirty-one enemy 
died In the attacks; damage to 
the base camp was moderate. 

The same day, a recon patrol 
Pleue 1tt ATrACKS page II 
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Shot: down : observer. evades enemy 
CHU LAI .:.... Lt. J~hn McFadden's job dtnly j snap ~f 35 to 40 rounds lrom a 

· as an aerial observer is to detect •nemy .50-calii..- machine gun broke the sl· 
ground activity, but the sharp crack ol lence. r.A!Fadden knew at least the first 
. SO-caliber bullets ripping into the fixed burst hiid hit the plane. 

" wing alrcrall Indicated the enemy had re- When {the Bird Dog began losing alU-
v•rscd the process. · tude, ~Fadden figured the pilot had 

In the ens u Ing 30-hour period, been hit and managed to radio a couple 
McFadden scrambled along In a night- or May Day calls !or help before th.e air­
marlsh evasion that combined the eie- craft crashed. The calls went unheard. 
m•nts ol luck and ingenuity, The plllft<> crashed In the water 10 to 15 

The %7-year-old f Ir• t lleutenant seconds after being hit. The cabin portion 
climbed Into the little Bird Dog and was was submerged In the water along with 
glad to see his pilot was the same one the wing that was near the sandy bank ol 
that took him on his first !light some 40 the stream. 
missions ago. It was to be the pilot's "! got tossed around a bit, but,just got 
last !light. The small plane arched into scratched a Jitile," said McFadden . "Fl· 
Antenna Valley through Deo Le pass and nally, I crawled out ol the right rear win .. 
headed soulh down the twisting Son Thu dow. I surfaced for air then went under-
Bong River, approximately 10 miles neath th• plane to check out the conditlon 
south of An llol. ol !he pilot." 

The course of1h• stream was familiar Going under the wing that was partial·, 
to both McFaddtn and his pilot. Jy exposed he discov•red the pilot was . 
McFadden had followed the enemy sup- dead. "When I surfaced for air under-
ply route on other reconnaissance flights neath the wing I heard two or three ene-
lor the !96th Infantry Bde. in the Amer- my talking, A couple ol them jumped on 
lea! Division area ol operation. to the wing from the bank. I stayed mo-

Gilding along 100 feet above the water tionless as they walked above me . and 
and using the river u a guide, the two then . left about 10 minutes later," said 
men had •potted nothin11 unusual. Sud- 'McFadden. 

ligllt~antl-huiftl-~ 
project launc'1etl 

Evidently feeling •ure that all occu· 
pants ol the small crall were dead, the 
enemy soldiers voices became weaker 
and weaker as they walked away. 
,. "When I thought they were gone I 
crawled out of the water and up on the 
bank," said · the lleutenanl. "! quickly 
surveyed the area and spotted two -
about 75 meters away on the bank ol the 
river. It was approximately the same 
area we flad received the machine gun 
lire.from." "' 

. McFadden /Ired his .45-callber pistol at 
them and raced olf In the opposite direc­
tion from the enemy. The enemy disapp­
eared. "I llgured they were going to get 
some more people or report what had 
happened." 

McFoddal movod oll to the east In the 
high elephant gras<. The surrounding 
rice paddy area had a few small 
hootches, but the lieutenant never saw 
any people in the vicinity , '"The people 
may have scattered when they saw the 
plane was going to crash," he said . 

Moving slowly 'through the etght-loot­
hlgh elephant grass, McFadden looked at 
his watch and realized several hours or 
daylight remained , Suddenly he heard 

them comlnK. From the sound ol · their 
voices. McFadden estimated there were 
six to eight enemy coming towards him 
In two separate ei"'1ents . 

McFadden waited until 'later tn the af­
ternoon then moved back further into the 
thick elephant grass. "I couldn't see too 
well, but tn mldalternoon I heard and 
spotted several alrcralts flying overhead 
- I figured they were probably looking 
tor me, but I didn't want to civc my posi· 
lion away." 

Next morning the aerial observer push­
od on through the vegetation until he 
found a plateau of elephant grass with a 
large boulder sUcking out consptcuously. 

'"Everytime a plane would fly over, I'd 
jump on the rock and start waving," said 
McFadden. In the early afternoon a Bird 
Dog spotted the lieutenant waving his 
arms. In the next five to tt:!n minutes 
there were five planes In the ,area . 

Lt. Col. Robert B. Longino, ol the 4th 
·an .. 31st In!., arrived in his command 
and control helicopter to pick up 
McFadden. 

"The first thing he asked me as I 
boarded the chopper wus 'Why didn 't I 
shave?'\, laughed the relieved aerial ob­
server. 

-MPs-- kill 
Viet Cong 
skindiver 
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Awards and decorations· 
from. the desk of 

·PJ/ot cited twice· for valor Shortimer" Sam 
BAN ME TllUOT - A young 

warrant olllcer who . took· the 
le3d in !wo daring air operalions 
within 72 hours was awarded the 
Dlslingulshcd Service Cross and 
the Dislinguished Flying Cross. 

In addition, 22·year·old WO 
Gilbert N. Terry ol the 155th As· 
sault Helicopter Co., 10th Com· 
bat Aviation Bn .. earned a 
Purple Heart. 

The action cnn1e Inst August 
during the struggle to save t~c 
city o( Due Lac. Tt'rry was 
wound<'<! in . the first miss ion 
which began In the early morn· 
Ing hours ol Aug. 23, 1968. lie 
had volunteered to replace a 
weary commander who had 
been Oying ail the previous 
night. 

As Trrry's aircraft neared the 
besieged ci ty, the lead ship de· 
velopcd transmitter trouble; so 
he auumcd the task of coordl · 
natlng control with the forward 
air controller and ground troops. 

lie began his gun runs, pene· 
!rating the entrenched enemy, 
hh own crurt attracling enemy 
lire In return. 

.. On the second pass.' ' Terry 
recalled, " I observed heavy lire 
originat ing !rom some buildings 
in a small villnce near the wood­
llne. I requested and received 
permission lo cn1:n~c thl•Sc tor­
i::ets ." · 

Three rockets found their 
tn•rk, but the run cost the olll· 
cer·s ship more damage. The en­
gine's oil pressure gouge 
dropped. 

"The ship was In extremely 
bad shape und the rotor contln· 
ued to bleed o((," Terry sold . "I 
liored and tried tor a toil first 
impact to cu•hlon the rather la.I 
sink rate we were l.'Xperle· · 
ncing " 

Alt~r the chopper come 'to a .........__ 

Rifleman, 
tunnel " rat 
honored 

LAI KllF. - A Isl lnfantrr DI· 
vision rl!leman and lunne rat 
tenmcd up recently to repel a 
Viet Cong force. Both · men 
were awardl'<I medat. !or their 
action.. 

While ruardlJtg ' !our comrades 
searching an enemy tunnel for 
possible documents or a weap. 
ons cache. Spec. 4 Curt Williams . 
came under heavy rifle . lire 
from Viet Cong hiding in the 
jungle nearby. 

A rifleman with Co. A, ht Bn., 
lath In!., he was assigned to 
guard the tunnel rats. Although 
wounded, Wllllams continued to · 
Jay down a base or lire to keep . 
lhe Viet Cong !ram enterln1 the 
tunnel. · 

ID the . tunnel Spec. 4 Troy 
Tapley, one ol lour tunnel rats 
lrom Co. C, !st Engineer Bn., 
raced to the tunnel entrance. 

. Armed with only a pistol, he was 
able to keep the enemy clear ol 
the area until relnCorcements · 
could arrive. .r---.. 

For their el!orls, Maj . Gen." 
Orwin C. Tlllbolt, !st Infantry 
Division comroander, presentM 
the Sliver Star Medal to Wil· 
Iiams and Bronze Siar Medal !or 
valor to Tapley. The award• 
were made during formal ccre-

.. · _ _ 11\onl,Lat_ Co. C, ht Engineer 
Bn . here. 

halt , the o!jcr manage.d .to 
crawl out al !,lie tangle and !ree 
lhe pilot . To!:lllhcr, lhcy carried 
the crew chiif, woundt'<I in the 
leg, to the M,\CV compound , un· 
der a barrigc ·al aulomatlc 
weapons lire and mortars . · 

Wh•n they rrnch•d the post, 
lhcy learned al a serious short· 
age- of ammunition. 

" There was a large supply ol 
mini.gun ammo still on the air· 
crall, " Terry said, "so I elected 
to go out with two people from 
the compound to recover it.•• 

The enemy lire had not ebbed, 
nor had the impacling mortars, 
but he went anyway. Moments 
later, he returned with the bnd· 
ly-necdcd resupply. 

Ills sense al duty had blurred 
all thoughts al personal safety. 
Upon his relurn , he realized that 
a bullet had found its mark . 
Though In pain, he spurned med· 
!cal attention until he snw that 
his crew chief had been lreated . 

For th is action, he was 
presented the Distinguished Ser· 
vice Cron and the Purple Heart 
by Gen . Creighton Abrams , 

The place and sellln~ had not 
changed, but In this scene, Ter· 
ry was the pilot. 

Despite lillcir enemy lire, he 
repeatedly hit his targets until 
hi• ammunition was spent. 

Through a blanket of lire, he 
flew his ship to a downed chop· 
per whose pilot had been SC· 
riously wounded. Ile landed, 
picked up lhe man, and lilted oll 
- .all the while under hail ol bul· 
leis. 

The exposure to tnemy Clrc 
ha~ to have its effect sooner or 
later, and shortly, the aircrart 's 
com man d c r was suddenly 
wounded . 

Terry quickly grabbed the 
controls ond recovered lhe ship. 
Toking complete command, he 
skilllully !lew the damaged air· 
cra(t OWR)' from furthl'r danger. 

Enroutc to the a lrlield, he con· 
tncted the medics on the ground 
and arranged ror ambulances to 
get his wounded passengers 
when he touched down:, 

In another recent ceremony, 
Maj. Gen . Robert R. Willeams, 
commnnder ol the 1st Aviation 

" 
Dear Shortimcr Sam, I'm presently ' working as the battalion 

moll clerk !or the 2nd Bn ., 27th In!. and 'would like your opinion 
on this oucstlon . Do you th ink that pcrsonner leaving Vietnam 
should advise thrlr correspondents to cancel all mail sent lo them 
two weeks prior to their DBROS? I think It would eliminate the 
necessity ol forwarding so much mail. Spec. 4 E.L .. 2nd Bn., 27th 
Inf. 

Well, what I think you really wanl Is a lree plug lo help cut 
down your work load. 01 coarse I agree with you. I know many 
llmrs guys forget to tell pt"Ople they ore l•avlng and moll arrives 
nt their old duty station and lh<'n must be forwllrded to them. II 
th<'y are on leave und have Jlsted their next duty stutlon as a 
forwarding addr"5s lhcy might not gel their mall !or 30 days. Oh 
yes,. all you shortlmers be sure to have your newspapers cancelled. 
Thero Is no sense lo loading down your mall clerk with a bunch of 
the "Tlmbucklo Gazette•: II you arc home reading It dally. So get 
with it gang. Let your correspondent. know well In advance ol 
mmos whrn you are leaving. I wish I knew wht·n I WU• leaving so 
I ~uld !ell everyone! ! 

Dear Shortimer Sam., What I would lik e to know is, i( you 
extend for two months to ge l a rive-month early out, ca n you accept 
a drop thnt will 1mt you over the 150-day mnrk when you reach 
Oakland . Spec. 4s L & M, ll Troop, 2nd Squadron, 1st Cav., 4th 
Infantry Division. \ 

No, no, no! You must roach Oakland wllh ISO days or less 
to sen·e. 

MACY commander. 
uss than three days later, he 

was to ploy the s tarring role In 
another thriller. 

Brigade, awarded Terry the Di•" ·-' Dear Sa m. I'm in the Is l Log. What I would like to know ls 
~l~t7~~~heg~~~~lnfh;r~~~o~°J ~~~ -·j It Is proper lo wea r the USARV patch on the ri~hl shoulder a lter 
gagcment. o s been in Vietnam more than 10 months? I unders tand this 

Is th . tch worn alter returning lo duty back in the world. Spec. S 
R.S.. 8th Signal Co. 

.. ·... ··~. •. ·· · . ' ~· ~ · 111 A¥n Photo 
NG a Distinguished Service · Cross from Gen. 
W. Abrams is WO Gilbert N. Terry of the 1st 
rigade. ' ' · 

Medic ·earns DSC 
.. .:,.,. .... 

braving.· ene~y lire, .. 
FIRE SUPPORT BASE PAT· midst ol the rocket , machine 

TON - A 25th Infantry Dlvlslo~ 1un and small arms attack. 
medic received the nation 's sec· . During lhe battle one armored 
ond highest award tor valor in a personnel carrier was hit and 
ceremony here recently. set on fire. Soppe ran to th• · 

Spec. S Ronald J . Soppe, !st track and extinguished the 
Bn .. 5th In!. was presented the blaze. 
award by Gen . Creighton W. Whil• trying to reach one 
Abrams. commender ol ail U.S. wounded soldier, Sopp• received 
forces In Vietnam . . !rag wounds In the arm. 

Soppe was clttd · !or extroor· A Ith o ugh wounded, Soppe 
dlnory heroism while serving as reached the man and th•n de· 
a medic with the mechanized spite his condition continued to 
unit Jn the Ben Cul rubber plan· aid six others. 
talion on Sept. 11. 1968. After the battle 'Subsided , the 

Soppe's· unit was attacked ·at courageous medic stayed to help 
their night lager by an eslimated evacuate lh• wounded and con· 
enemy battalion .· lie maneu· tlnucd to refuse evacualion until 
vcred lrom posllion to posllibn ... the threat ol a second attack 
to aid wounded comrades In the. . was over. 

Either you ore 11ulllng Sammy's 14."g or you urc rl'olly conlus t'd . 
Whtie In Vlttnnm you wear your unll patch on your lcU shoulder. ~ 
H you have pre\•lously served In unother unit here you nrny wear 
that patch on your rlxht shouldrr. When you return to the U.S. you 
will wear your 1st l.og patch on your rl1tht should1•r. You do not 
wear the USARV patch unlrss you ore assigned to USAHV. You 
are not! 

Denr . Shorlimer Som, I mmos Muy 11 but to ETS I have to 
extend until June 30. What Is the last possible day I cun l! Xlcnd? 
Spec. 4 C.C., Co. B, USAD, Qui Nhon . 
. Ttthnlcolly you extend up until the time yonr (light Ink"" ol!. 
But JI you think they are goln' Jo make JI u six.month curly out you 
are klddlnc yourselr. I would\recontmend thut you extend ul least 
30 days before your norntal DEROS so thut your unit dMs not get 
a replacement In ma~Jng you excess baggage. Actually you should 
extend aa 1oon as you know you are going to, us to 11rcvent orders 

·, from belna cut for you on a Stateside ussJgnnwnt. 

Dear Shorlimcr Som, USARV Memo 070·1 suys thut the sleevCJ 
o( the tropical combat uniform will be nea tly rolled above lhe 
elbows. No provisions arc mode !or night-time wenr . All the an­
nouncements on rodlo and TV nnd common sense suy roll down 
sleeves .ot night . Mony people have b1..•cn rc1>rlmunded for huvlng 
slecv" rolled down . What's the story? Spl'C . 4 J .P., USARV . 

Well now! There arc memorandums und there ure rcrulatluns. 
·• USARV Rc>gUlatlon 670·5 gives general guideline• !or the whole com­

mand, soylnK that 1lccvn cun be rolled u1, t•xct·11t where mosftulto~ 
are prevalent, Then the IO<'ol commundt•r muy OJ>l to huve slrr.ves 
rolled down . USAllV Memorundum 870·1 1·.tuhll•hc1 Jhc JH•llc)', 

. for. those worklntt: at headquarlen USAllV, 1uylnx: wear your 
1l•eve1 roiled up. So, lo be correct, you wcur 'cm roiled up al head· · • 

· quarten USAllV, and check Jo ace what your compuny ••Y• uboul 
'em when you're In the company urea. ·Even the mosqullos get 
confused over this one! . 

Dear Sam, I have been told by one of our company clerks that 
I cannot extend a second time unless I extend for ut least 90 days, 
Is this true? I need to extend only 20 days to ETS. Also would It 
be possible for me to ETS 20 days earlier than the !SO-day early-out 
to return to college? Spec. 5 F .G., !28th Signal Co. 

Your company clerk ls right on the boll. Sttond cxi,,nslons must 
be !or a mlnlmum ol !IO days. And aa !or a 170-day early-out !or 
college--nevab happen. The large•t early-<>ut for college Is !IO days. . . 

Dear Sam, I ere ls my problem: I om a US with 84 days Jell 
In Nam. When I hit Oakland I will hove 84 duys !cit belore ETS. 
So I should be discharged . flight? Well then how come I got alert 

· orders !or Ft. Ord? My .compuny clerk said thut they would catch 
the mistake In Oakland . But I don 't like the Idea ol walling until 
I hit the coast to !Ix things up. Spec. 4 J .W. 38th Engineer Bn. 

Walk briskly, don't run, to your personnel 1tttloo today. And 
wlth green star nares and yellow and purple smoke bring this to 
their allentlon right now • 

Questions on any subject may be sent to Shorlimer Sam, In 
care ol The Army Reporter, liq., USARV, APO 96375. All questions 
will be given prompt attention . and deep thought. Un~lgned . or 
anonymous le tters will not be ans wered. 



Page 10 THE ARMY REPORTER March 17, 1969 

Hoi Chanh helps 1st Inf find big VC cache 
DI AN - Wllh a llllle help 

from • dJsortrnttd Hol Chanh, • 
Isl lnfantzy Division battalion 

. raided and destroyed a major 
. Viet Cong supply depot. 

Operating on the llol C11anh's . 
Information, !he 2nd Bn., 14th 
Inf. uncovered several caches 
including 238 RPG rounds, 40 
ChlCom ~no<les and enough 
hospital •upplles to treat 100 
enemy, The discovery was mad~ 
In !he Anson district, a few 
miles west ol here. 
ne Doi Cbala rallied to the 

Isl Bn., 18th Inl. during a pre. 
vlous mlsslon In the swampy An· 

son area. He claimrd to know 
the posiUon of an ~laborate aid 
station and other dlches ond or· 
fered to lead troo~lhere. 

··we took him u In the com· 
mand in control h copter to re· 
con !hear~." re ed Col. J .T. 
Carley, 2nd Bde~ commander. 
••1t was his first bellcopter ride 
and he was unde•tandably ap. 
prehenslve. He was lo.st! We cir· 
cled and crossed the area a lew· 
tJmes so he could recognlic 
some positions. We look photo­
graph$ and planned the oper· 
ation." 

'The ralller went In with Co. D, 
but did not lead It to anything. 

Surgeon~ save 
Siamese twins 

VUNG TAU - Twin Vietnam· 
ese girls, joined at birth at the 
abdominal C'avlly, have a good 
chance or l•ading normal lives, 
thanks to a Hth Medical Brl· 
gad• surgical team. 

Flying PX 
fine in 4th 

lllGill.ANDER llEIGllTS -
A 2\1,-ton truck In the ~th In· 
rantry Division travels hundreds 
of miles over rugged mountain 
terrain every day but It never 
shows the mllcago on Its In· 
struments. 

The truck, assigned to the 
Camp Enarl Post Excahange, 
spends most of 11'1 time Clylng : 
throueh the air slun1 below a 
Chinook helkopter: It visits Ivy 
flrebases with Items for In· 
rantrymen who don't 1et a 
chance to use PX racllltles. 

I 

The twin•, were suri:lrally 
separated at the 36th Evoc· 
uatlon llospltal here recently 
about 30 hours alter lhey were 
born. Bolh were reported Jn sat· 
Jslactory condition ofter Ihe 
hour-and-n·holf operation. 

A 20-year·old woman had ~lv­
en birth lo the twins at the Tay 
Ninh Provincial llospltal. Alter 
their drlh•try by n Vk1nnmcse 
mldwlre. they were examine<! by 
a volunteer U.S. physician, Dr. 
Reverdy Jones, who arranged 
their transfer to the 34th Evac· 
uaUon Hospital by an Air ~·orce 
med l ca 1 evacuation plane. 
There, the twins were operated 
on by Lt. Col. Vincent R. De An· 
gells and Capt. John R. Ibach. 

Acconllnr lo Ibach, the 1lrls 
were joined lrom the lower 
breastbone to the nav•I. Besides 
sharing a common abdominal 
c a v l 1 y , they also partially 
shared a liver, although each 
had her own lntesUnal tract, 111! 
bladder and bile ducts. 

Instead, Co. C uncovered . eight 
four·man bunkers ntar a C'Orncr 
or the landing zone. Whtie two 
platoons set demolitions in the 
solidly built wood and mud 
bunkers, another platoon sc· 
cured a large house where they 
found hot coals In the fireplace 
and dish~ stacked to dry. 

"Some or my men found scat­
tered medical supplies around 
the building," said !Lt. Thomas 
E. Leap Jr.. platoon leader. 
"My Kit Carson Scout started 
digging holes In the noor and 
soon found a large urn packtd 
wllh supplles : • 

Among the m...Ucal supplies 
found were z~ botlles or dry 
pcnlclllln, 12 quarts of gluc0$e, 
three bottles of morphine, doc­
! ors ' opera Ung smocks. In· 
u-aveoous tubes, 400 gaute band­
ages, surglcul soap, sulpha pUls, 
assorted syringes, needles, 
sheets and towels. 

••1 knew when they found the 
supplies, and lutcr when our Kit 
Canon Scout dug up a radio, 
there had to be more In the 
area," said Slall Sgt. Jullan R. 
Anderson, a 1st Platoon squad 
leader. 

Tht! next dny, Anderson start· 

ed searching the foundation or a 
destroyed pagoda, In one hole, 
he •nd Pfc. Ronald R. Crawford 
found a four.foot snake and two 
RPG rounds. The second hole 
produced 22R RPG rounds, wl\lle 
eight more RPG rounds were 
disrovered In a third hole by 
Pre. Johnnltl Saucido, 

The RPG rounds were uncov· 
erl"d 100 yanb from the me-dlcal 
cache near a small conal run­
ning Into the Saigon River. Most 
o( the caches was discovered 
within 200 yards or the same 
'area . In the canal, Charlie Com· 
pany found rive 20-fool sampans. 

2.Slh tnl Photo 

A UNIVERSAL REACTION to shots­
OUCH!-Meets Spec. 5 Keith Caylor's 

efforts during a 2~th Infantry Division 
MEDCAP. 

Put bite on Charlie 

River rats call it, quits 
CllU LAI - "That's It," the 

MP said u the boat gilded 1low· 
ly Jnto the beach. "Yeah, our 
I a 1 t trip," aereed the In· 
fanlryman, reaching back to 
turn or! the powerful outboard 
motor. The River Rats had lln· 

Jshed work. 
At both !Uver North (the 

Truong Giang) and River South 
(the Song Tra Bong), the 
mouths or large rivers near 
here, the palrols or the Amerlcal 
Division's !URth Light Infantry 

n de . MP platoon recenlly 
beached their boats for the last 
time The MPs urn! their ln­
rantrymun bout drivers were 
getting out or the river patrol 
business . 

Upon arrival at any llrebase, 
!he lour-man crew boards the 
truck and sets up a display of 
gooc.b ranalnc from cameras. 
film and watches to shaving 
gear and other essentials usual· 
ly not available In forward 
attas, 

Available r..:ords t n d l ca I e 
that theNI have been 117 cases or 
Siamese twins documenled In 
Vietnam. Thirty-six or these 
cases reportedly survived and 
developed, while of 17 sets of 
twins who were surekally sepa· 
rated, there were 2~ 1urvlvor1, 
II Is believed that this was the 
flnt known survival of twlt\J in 
Vietnam wllh a comrnon liver 
who were operated on at birth. Inf ingenuity turn~ 

;'ammo boxes into desks 

. The lllv1-r Rais beRun elm· k­
ing the rivers 111 Scptemlwr 
1987, when the brlgudc arrived 
Jn Vietnam. Now the job has 
been turned over to U.S. Mu · 
rlnes . 

"The river patrob were dc­
•lened to deny llw enemy ucces• 
to lnlun<l wulcrwuys und pn·vcnt 
him from lrunsportlng wcur>ons, 
1upjles and men, " explained 

TAN AN-Unserviceable ammunition boxes became desks for Sfc. obcrt A. Wiies. operations 
school chlldren In the Thu Thuo Dlstrlct recenlly. courtesy of a serg nt. 
resourceful 9th Infantry Division unit. The patrols or two boats each 

· The clvll affairs section of the 2nd Bn., 4th Arty. supplied 20 operated 24 hours a day In all 
desks lo two Schools In the district and were hard at work making types or weather, stopping sam· 

pans, chccl(tng the Vietnamese 
more desks. aboard lor proper Jdentlflcatlon 

Battallon commander LI. Col. Robert P . Dlrnmeyer came up und searching for contraband . 
wllh the Idea arter talklng with the U·.S. mllltary adv!ser to the On a typical day, they stopped 
district and learning of the need tor school desks. Dlrnmeyer knew and searched 41 boats and 
that he had the boxes and put his civil allalrs section to war~ Im- checked out more than 180 
mediately. .- people. In one three-month perJ. 

~·o and a half boxes were needed for each desk. which ls large ad, they conllscate<l more•than 'w 3,000 pounds of rice, 1,000 
enough for two .Vietnamese children. The desks come complete with pounds or suit, ponchos . poncho 
a bench and a place to store school supplles. liners, cartons of C-rurlons, clKa-

. _ "11lese desks are made completely out or scrap material," ac· reties und SI ,380 Ml'C !hut 
cording to Lt. John B. La Due Ill, battallon clvll affairs officer. would hove gotten to the Viet 
"ThJs tvt>a o{ protrd ls verv good hecause It helps the Vietnamese Cong or onto the black market. 
while costing us nothing," he added. Hiding along with the MPs 

and infantrymen were Vietnam. 
The model for the prerabrlcated desks was made by Stall Sgt. ese National Police and Popular 

John Am~re and Spec. 5 Wayne M. Furr. "The sergeant major told Forces members . 
~~~~~!lo,~~·~ us to come up with something, 10 we went to work and had the llrsl 11 bas been 8 daqgerous Job , ... ~ .. " I j;~~~i! • one made In 45 mlnuteJ, .. Altlere said. but the patrols carded 8 lot or 

:: · ' ;?-' !"' ;~'''\., ""~\~-').~ It took the two enlisted men a day lo cut parts for the 20 desks. fire power. Each 16-lool "Boston 
~· t ···'!· ·\, ~!"1:~~~ ........ !~~~·.J.·.~~ They numbered each part to correspond with plans drown by Whaler" had a mounted M·GO 
~~ · <' ,. ...... , .. : . ;~ .... ~r~:f.P....;.11 ... , . . • ~.. SpecJnllst JameJ E . Pabln, who was an architect before entering the machlncgun, an M-79 grenade • ' ' 't=...,.. ···;a; \°i:,' Army. The plans were In Enellsh and Vietnamese and explained launcher, two M·72 llghl Mntl· .. - _ ~ \A·~- exactly how to aSJemble the precut parts. luuk waupons, hand atr~nuJu 

. _ - "" '"' .... ,. ---The artlllerymen delivered the desks to the schools and stayed and the crewmen's Individual 
THESE TWO Vietnamese schoolbOyscoulru;.t wait to try to advise the local people who a>sembled them. ··The people would M-16 rifles. They also hod sup· 

· . . • rather do the work themselves," La Due said, "l om sure they will port lrom Army· artillery and 
out their new ammo boxes- turned-desks provided by men sand and palul them and they will be as good as any desks any- Simm mortars rrom Navy Swift 

_ o( th~ _9th_ Infantry_ Division~ where . ._" _____ _ _ ________________ boats_. __ _ 

\ . 


