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War flares anew in Delta, 
9th Inf beats off assaults 
DONG TAM-While conlocls in lhc r est of 

Vielnam tape .,,d off, soldiers of the 9th In­
fantry Division continul'<I to fichr sharp, froquent 
battl•s wllh small enemy units scattl're<l through­
out the Mekong Delio . 

Division troops lropped an es timated Vld 
- Cong battalion near Cai Lay and frightened off 

a similar-sized enE"my eltml~nt near Cal Be. but 
most of the battl<S were wllh squad and platoon-
sized el•menls. , 

The level o( contact held steady throuRhout 
lhe week, with about 100 enemy 1oldler1 ktlled 
each day and a reported total of 727 enemy 
dead by the end of the wttk. · l , 

Ec.rly In the week, elements of the'~de., 
succeeded In locking an enemy force Into rea 
seven miles northwest of Cal Lay. 

Gunship crews supportin~ division 
troops in several night raids the sa me 
western Dinh Tuong Province n•portl"<i 
Cong killed in scattered contacts . 

ground 
day, in 
29 Viet 

One or the gunship pilots, Lt. lloberl Walker 
from the 9th Aviation Dn., said, "They just don ' t 
expect to be hit at such a lnte hour. It 's unheard 
of to hove a bunch of cra zy Gls out killing VC al 
~ a .m." 
Rl~mtn from lhe division wt•re s.•ar<·hing in 

an area thrtc mlles northeud o( ncn Trt• one 
afternoon lule In the week when they bcJ.::un 
rl'Celvtng machine gun and r ocket-propelled 
grenade fire from a nearby treelinc. 

Taking coyer, the Americans laid down a 
heavy barrage of small arms and M-60 machine 
gun lire. They then called for artillery fire. 

AN INFANTRYMAN from the America! Division's 4th 
Bn., 21st Inf. takes part in a combat assault in 515 
Vall~y 11 miles west of Due Pho. 

A3 darkne55 fell, the Americans <lu~ In ond 
directed artillery barrages on the enclrcl«I Viet 
Cong. , 

ne fighting began about noon when soldiers 
from the 2nd Bn., l9th Inf. established contact with 
the unknown·•lie enemy force. The battallon com­
mander, Lt. Col. Robert Sulllvan, Immediately 
radioed Isl Bde. Commander Col. Ira A. Hunt that 
he hod " an .,rlul lot 1olng on ." 

" We walked our artillery up und down the 
!recline," said LI. John Ttsser, a company com­
mander wllh the 4th Bn ., 47lh Inf. "The VC Wl're 
right where our concentrations werl!." 

Pilot spots VC 
35 enemy killetl 

Hunt pou~ oddltlonal troop• Into the area 
and arran&ed tor Air Force alrstrtkes. 

The estimal«I VC battalion, entrenched In 
bunters, were pounded by heavy alrstrikes 
throuehout the oltemoon, Ground troops assaulted 

· '(betr positions ond arWlery lire raked the bunk. 
eh'- while runshlp crews cut oft avenues of re· 
treot. 

CAI LAY - The discovery of 
one Viel Cons by a sharp-eyed 
pilot of the Isl A'l'latlon Br!· 
gade's Ills! Helicopter Co. re· 
suited In lS enemy killed th.,,• 
miles northeast or hen!. 

By I p.m., 24 enemy had been klll«I and the 
erl Sannllppo, ond one other position completely encircled. The arUIJery bar. 
gunship piloted by U. Mike Ar· roees continued. The action ended wllh a morning 
ruti, and WO Robert Gnibe new ... sweep of the enemy positions that revealed a tolal 
on station for two and· a hall of ~7 enemy killed In the battle. 
hours stroleht · blasUn1 the en.,. ' 
my: · 

This battle come durln1 two 
and a hall wttks of heavy, al· 

Tropic Lightning strikes back 

Beotd .. artllleey, Uie U.S. Infantrymen called 
. In helicopter gun•hlps and alrslrtk ... In all, the 
U.S. forces killed 24 enemy, 

In other division acllon curly that day, a Re­
gional Force (R•' ) company was In nl~hl positions 
10 mlles west of Cat Be when a Vlet Cong force 
attacked. The R•' s Immediately called for aid. 
The call was answered by soldiers from the ~th 
Bn., l9th Inf. who were In tho area . 

"We pretty "°f'll delermln<d II was a VC bat­
talion, " said Mal . Lewis lllgenbotham, the bal­
lallon's operallons officer. "We gave them all the 
help we could, Including arllllery, gunships and 
an Air Force 'Spooky.' By the lime our tnlanlry­
menl could gel there, the enemy had withdrawn , 
but the troops killed seven of them as they tried 
to gel away. 

"I spotted one lndl'l'ldual with 
a weapon hldln1 In some tall 
1u11," said WO Mike Holt, · a 
KUnshlp pilot. "I broke around lo 
check him out, and he opened 
fire on us. We eneaged the IAr· 
1el and all of a sudden the place 
came alive with VC." 

~~~~ii!~:~r~~,~rn·~:~~T- ~JMass .enemy -attacks fizzle 
Moni than 700 enemy 1oldJen · · : · 

In the o.,,a. have IOI! their Uves • ' · · 
to the Recondos and 1upportin1 CU CHI - Tropic Ll1htnln1 lGe enemy small arms and 148 

crew·served weapons. 
Btfore the afternoon was over 

the gunships had ltllled 30 VC 
a n d I a k e n nine detalnttS. 
Troops of the tth Infantry Dlvl· 
slon's 4th Bn., 211t In!. had 
added nve kills to the !Ota!. 

cavalry, artillery and Air Force soldlers of the 25th Infantry DI· 
durtn1 this post-Tel period. vision rtt<>rded a whoppln1 1,040 
~ In the prn!ous three enemy kill«! and the discovery 

months, contacts with the ene-· or a huse enemy 'cache contain· 

InlelUgenCfl reports Indicated 
a plann«I attack by VC and 
NV A elements. 

my throushout the dry, winter 
Mekong. Delta han been 1cat· Ins more than 315 ton1 of rice 

The Tropic Ughtnlng was 
ready, 

llially, aeu the end of the 
month, the enemy came out of 
hiding and launched almost 11· 

te~. but the n1htin1 was ex··- dur!n1 February, 
tremely Intense. Division troops also captu.,,d 

'1'1le P~PI were worllac 
on lntelll1enc:e targets," sald Lt. 
·col. Ralph J . Petenon, com· 
mander of the Infantry unit. 

Your M16 

Keep it clean After th~ lnltial contact, Com­
pany B, Ith Bn., llal In!. WU ln· 
serted to S•tti> the densely I<>- The Mll Is a sood weapon. It hits hard, can tum out a 
llated a.,,a, known as the "Pie lot of firepower In a few seconds. It's lleht and easy to handle. 

Sil
- ." In other words, It Is Ia very,_e!lective .,.ood .. pon for fl&htinl In the 
" ' Jungles of Vietnam. t can uu.e very g care of you . 
"The a.,,a was dry and hard," ·However, the MU can't take care of you unless lou take 

said Stall Sgt. Robert L. Town- good care of It. There are a few Ups to help you uol trouble. 
ley, :trd Platoon serg•ant. "We e Clean your ammunition and ma1az!nes dally, Rounds 
crossed only th~ small Jell too Jong unchecked In your magazines wlU gather dirt and 
streams befo.,, 1etting to the rust. DON'T put .oil on your ammo-<>U Just collttts dirt and 
t~llne near the enemy's loca- grit, Dirt and grime In the magazine can p.,,vent the follower 
lion." . .--.__ from working properly, meaning that lhe round cannot move 

As the swttp started the In· forward Into the chambering position. 
fantrymen rttelv<d sm~ arms • Never load your magazines wlth more than 18 -rounds. 
fire. Th• troops rdallated, kill- Ovorloadln1 .Puts too much tension on the follower. Carry an 
Ing two VC. They began sweei>-- - extra maganne tf ·you nttd ·tt .----- ·- · -·- -
Ing south and received more • Tracer rounds look pretty and have a purpose, Too 
fltt but a sunshlp hovering many, thou&h, can cause problems. 
nearliy sllmced the m•my with , e Dan'! Boone u•«I "Kentucky Wlndage" to get his b'ar. 
rock•! and mlnlgun nre. A 1ood zero ts a lot more certain. It takes only a few rounds and 

lfolt """ hi• ..,..oJW wn Ro"- a couple of minutes. 

~ multaneoua attacks on the 2~1h 
Dlvlolon base camps here and al 
Dau Tieng, as well as Fire Sup­
port Base• Diamond and Ma· 
hone II and . othe. locations 
throughout the republic. 

At Dau Tieng, lnfantrymm, 
cooks, clerks, and other support 
elemml& of the 3rd Bde. killed 
73 of the enemy who had pene­
trated portions of the camp'1 
J>Or!meler. Durln1 the allack. 
hundreds of rounds of rockets, 
mortars, and RPG's atruck the 
baso-camp. 

Wllll tile comJag of dayUght, 
the lrd Bde. soldlen had driven 
lhe enemy out of the camp, de· 
tatnln1 1l suspecla. • 
. Enemy munitions captured at 
Dau Tieng Included 4Q 60mm 

. _. mortar round1, 70 B-40 round1 
and seven launchen, 24 B-41 
rounds and one launcher, 2S AK-
47's, 205 satchel charges, 29 
RPG boosters, five bangalore 
torpedoes and th~ claymore 
..,.. , .. ::-? •• 

lll're, the enemy launched a 
thre<>-pronged ground assault 
against division headquarters. 
Elements of an esllmaled NVA 
"µpper" battalion Infiltrated 
the camp's perimeter, but due to 
quick work by hcllcoptera, urtll · 
lery,,and spooklcs, they were,.,. 
pul1ed. Thirty-one of !he enemy 
were killed and eight more sus­
pects were detained. 

Sporadic mortar1 and rockets 
struck thls Installation, but the 
heavily-defended base camp sus· 
talned light damage. Division 
artillery fired approximately I,· 
300 rounds outside lhe perimeter 
In driving oil the allack. • 

Confiscated during the fray 
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Raids, /traps ,~ostly ttl /letls 
Despite cootlnutd •ntmy sMllings. 

roatact be!wttn Army units and Commu· 
wt troops ~n•raily dropp«I In the third 
w.tt of the n>e"1Y Post-Tel Offensive. 

In the oa< area ol b.ary action. tho 
Metoai Delta. ttb Infantry Division sol· 
dlers encount~ a Iar1e number of 
small «1<my Wilts and kllltd a reporttd 
total ol m during the Wttt. In the dJyj. 
sion"s larsest action. :r7 members ol an 
tstimattd Viet Cong battalion dltd wh<n 
thoy ••re tnpptd n<ar ~ Lay. 

Contacts cootlnutd to l1are up In the 
tnomy lnlUtntloa corridors west and 
north of Salgoo. Early In the Wffk troops 
of the ~th lnlantry D!Ylslon broltt up an 
NV A coo"°y ambush and klllod 71 <n<­
my; a lnr days later. ll NV A dlod In an 
un.suc:<:aStlll a tucl: on a drrisloa !Ire Alp. 
port base near Dau Tioq. Soldiers at a 
!Ire support base ntar Phu KhuODK also 
repelled a beary «1<my attack early In 
tbe Wttt. 

9th lnl Div 

plos.lons wo i-ffulttd !rom the alrstrlkts. 
On March u. NVA regulan struck at a 

remote !Ire support base three mil<> 
southust o! Dau Tieni. Infantrymon of 
the 1st Ba., 27th Inf. and cannoneers of 
the :tnd Bn .. 27th Arty. fought slde-by .. lde 
to rep<! the fierce onslaught and a dawn 
sweep revealod 11 onemy bodlos. 

America/ 1>iv 

support base three mllos northoast o! 
Phu Chuon1 March II. Soldiers of the ?nd 
Ba .• llth Cav. rei><llod the attack, ltllling 
nearly 90 of the enemy. 

The same men had defond<d th•lr base 
against an attack on March 8, Itll!Jng l :H 
of tho enemy In that fl&ht. 

The March 11 attack began about 2 
a.m. but wore met with a hall of small 
arms fire, qu!cltly folio~ up by IO~mm 
and IS5mm howitzors leveled by the can­
non<ers at point-blank range and Buoy 
Cobra 1unshlps and an Air Force Spooky. 

A sw<ep ol the area Immediately aftor 
rev.alt<! 6l <nemy bodlos. On March u. 
H more enomy bodies were found In ahal­
low graves three miles northeast of Phu 
Khuon&. apparent casualties In the at· 
tacit. 

El<monts of the 1st Bn., 8th Cn. un· 
covered a larse en<my . weapons cache H 
m.llu aouth ot Tay Ninh City Mardi H. 
n.. cache contained 4M RPG round.I, 210 
8-41 ah91.IJ, 7~ 12mm mortar ahel11, l,11111 
IOmm mortar ahelli, IOO Cblnue Commu· 
nlst 1renadea, Ht :rrmm reco1Ue11 rifle 
shells and ' lff~7Smm recollloss rtfle 
•hells. . 

4th .J. I Div 
Soldl<n of th<! 4th Infantry Dlvlslon 

1enerally encountered llchl and scattered 
flchllng durinc the woelt. 

Two dM•lo11 ••rial obsonen were 
Oyln& near the "Pole! Kleng CIDG camp 
Mardi 10 when~ noticed the nuh of :.!d :~mp ot'th~•1n~:J',;. ~~ 
then called In artillery, sunshlp& and air· 

· 1trlte1, which pounded the enemy flrln1 
position and ••t off one 1«:0nd1ry ex· 
ploslon. 

~- ... , 

Durtn1 a ,March 1l sw<fp of an area 30 
miles southwest of Dak To, clements of 
the Jrd Ba., 12th Inf. uncovered an one­

. my wea pons cache contal.n.ing five 8--40 
sh<lls. five 82mm mortar shells and some 
AK-17 ammunition. 

The following day, elements of the !st 
Squadron, 10th Cav. dlscovored four sep­
arate enemy caches %0 miles southwest of 
Plelltu. The haul totaled more than 10 
tons of rice and 100 pounds ol peas. 

1st lnl Div 
Big Rt<! One soldl<rs of the !st In· 

fan try Division saw cenerally light and 
scattered action durln1 the week while 
tu rning up several munitions caches 
around Lal Khe. 

In a firefight March U northeast of 
:ran Uyon. Infantrymen of the 2nd Bn .. 
!8th lnf. klll<d 1l Viet Cong. ' 'The Jun1le 
around us was very dense and It was dlf· 
fk ult to Ste the enemy, but wo heard 
movoment and opened up. We r<colvod 
fire ln return. Alt•r a while, the 1hootin1 
stopped, Charlie was dead," said Capt. 
Wilson Ruuell , whose company was 
credl t<d with the kUIJ. 

1st Bde, 5th lnl 
Operating In the area south of the 

DemlUtartx<d Zone, cavalrymen of the 
1st Bde., 5th Infantry Division experle· 
n~ -light and scattored contacts after 
haYln1 ltllled more than 110 onemy In one 
battle two woeks earlier. 

In an action March It, troopers of the 
Jrd Squadron, 5th Cav. cluhed with an 
e•tfmated NYA company five mlle.s north , 
of Cam Lo, ltllllng eight of the enemy. 

173rd Abn Bde 
\ Paratroopers of the 17lrd Airborne 
'Brigade were air-assaulted Into an area 
18 miles south of Bong Son March H af. 
ter receiving word of enemy activity. 
Troopers of the lnd Bn. , :IOJrd Infantry 
arrived to find the onemy fleeing . The 
chopper gunn<rs open<d up on the ene· 
my, !tilling 14, while tho paratroopers 
klll<d three more on the ground. In a sub­
sequent chase, tho chopper gunners kllltd 
two more enemy, 

23rd Arty Gp 
Ca nnoneers of the 2lrd ' Artillery 

Croup's 1st Bn .. 27th Arty. blast<d an 
area fou r mlles east of Dau Tieng March 
10, ltlllln& nine VC. 

On tho same day, the bl& 17Smm how· 
!IIen of the lnd Bn., l2nd Arty. were fir· 
Ing from Fire Support Base St. Barbara 
and killed six VC It mllcs north of tholr 
position. 

11th Cav Regt 
More than 7S tanks and armortd cav· 

alry ·u sault vehicles of the 11th Armorod 
Cavalry Reglment conducted a massive 
1w<ep In the dense Jun1les 25 mile• north 
of Bl<n Hoa March U . Earlier, Troop D, 
111 Squadron troopers had ltllltd nine 
enemy when they attachd with hand and 
rocltet propeU<d grenades. 

199th Inf Bde 
R<dcatchers of the !991Ji Llaht In­

fan try Brl1ade klll<d a VC officer and 
five . oth•r enemy near a village three 
mlles soulhwest of Saigon during, a 
sean:h of the village March 10. ' 

The n<xt day, elements of the 4th Bn., 
12th Inf. uncov<rtd 132 82mm mortar 
roundJ six 111lles southwest of Due Hoa 
and destroyed 117 enemy bunters. 

3rd Bde, 82nd Abn Div 
El<m<nts of the 2rd Brigade, 82nd Air· 

borne Dlvlslon's lsl Bn., 508th Inf. de· · 
taJned four VC tn an action aeven miles 
west of Saigon March U, while CJlpturlng 
a quanti ty of munitions. The same day, 
soldiers of the 2nd Bn., :i05th Inf. held l5 
suspects for questioning five mll<> north · 
of Sat1on. The detaln<es wer.e held be· 
cause of Improper ld<ntlficaUon. 
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Dustolls · rush wounded from 
danger zone to emergency room 

LONG BINll-DUSTOFF-a new word in the 
English language, but fam iliar lo every soldier in 
Vfrtnam, nH·ans r,-. st mrdll·nl help. 

In Yit•lnam, lhe fight for life from balllcfield 
lo fiospilal begins with a call over the dustoff 
radio network for an t"vacuation hdicoptt>r. The 
helicoph•r can J:<'l lhe man lo a hospital in lf'ss 
than 35 minuh's from anywhC're in Vietnam. This 
quick mtdical t>va r uation from the battldield, 
called mcdevac, is a key factor in tho Army' s 
successful medical program in Vietnam. 

Every soldier knows that he has a belter 
chance o ( sur vival than in any war in history . 
This is a major factor in the hi~h morale or 
Army comba t t roops . 

"Dustolf" was the radio cnll sign of the first 
air ambulunce unit us c-d in Vi <.' tnn m in April , 1962. 
ll has sinn• bt·tn ;iliopted by the rntirc air am­
bulanC'e system in Vietnam, which now numbers 
llS ht.'li copter s . 

The call for medcvac is made by the medica l 
aidman at the si te or the casually and Is received 
by tht' supportini;: ai r ambulance unit. 

Alter the plckur is made. the path•nl Is flown 
directl y to the hospital best suited fo r the re­
quired care. Distance ht•re Is less Important than 
time. The objec tive is to reduce ns much time as 
possible betwern inju ry and appropriate treat­
ment. 

The Ull-tD llut•y is the preforrl'<l hellropter 
in all of tht' mt•devac and crash n •scuc units In 
Vietnam . This hc..·licopter can carry six htttr or 
nine ambulatory patients with a crew o ( lour. 
About IS per c t• nt of air mrdcvucs arc flown at 
ni~ht . Poor '-'' t•athrr Is not n prohlrm, because 
Utl' ht.'l icor11t•rs <.'un maneuver wt•ll In a ll weather. 
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Inflatable hospital contains operating room . 

ANF Photo' 

Surgery begins less than on hour ofter injury. 

Advisors help wounded ARVN soldier. 
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