
Cav battles ·· .fire, 
destroys 461reds 

BIEN HOA-The 1st Cavalry Divilion's 2nd Bn., 
7th Cav. simultaneously fought a grass fi:e and an esti­
mated battalion of NV A seven miles northeast of here 
recently in a four-hour battle that snw 48tlcncmy soldiers 
d~ . 

Teaming up with helicopter gunships of C Troop, 
1st Squadron, 9th Cav., a company of Skytroopers launch­
ed repe:l!ed assaults against s trong enemy positions to 
its . rront and r i~ht while nL•arly · 
a v.·holc platoon battll•d a wind· acth·itr. 
wlppc.•d brush fire which threat · "Wt.• had just stoppc.•d for n~ · 
ennt"d to engul! it from the ldt. supply when Wt' got tht• word to 

Conbd ~an at l:~O p.m. mo\'e about a h~lf-mill• to tht> 
wht"n the company moved into northt-ast." said Capt. George 
an an•a wh<'rr scout ships had Milrtindell . C'ompany command· 
obserVt•d considl•rable <'nrmy PlraSf" turn to ·ca ,·,' pagr 3 

Fight in paddies 
ends in VC retreat 

· vol. 5, No. 14 U.S. Army, Vietnam April 7, 1969 

' 
. ,. 

~ 

I 
9th Inf PhOIO 

GO DAU HA - In nlno hours 
ol sharp fighting with an osti· 
mattd Viet Cont: company four 
mllt•s nor1h or here, the 3rd 
Squadron, ~th Cav., 2~th In· 
fantry Dh·lsion and supporting 
RVN marines accounted ror -t2 
onemy doad. 

Four times In all thoy wont In, 
!Iring all tholr woapons against 
pinpointrd tnrJ::ets . 

HesPondlng to C Troop's coll 
for nsslstnnce, first n Troop ontl 
thon A Troop arrived at the 
scene or contact. 

MOBILITY IS A MUST in t ekong ··~· 
Delta, nnd these 9th Infantry D n sol-
diers nre making the most of a sa n they 

found. The boat was used by riflemen of 
Co. B, 5th Bn., 60th Inf. lo aid quick 
crossing of n stream. 

1dovln11 across dry rk• pad­
dlos and occasional hodgorows, 
C Troop cam• to th• aid ol th• 
RVN marlnos around noon. 
Th•)' laced a small wooded aroa 
with thick undorbrush lrom 
which th• RVN troops had beon 
recelvtnc heavy small arms fire 
during the mornlng. • 

Allor positioning themselvos 
on lino, the thr" troops once 
more as>aultod tho enomy's do­
fonses . Thoy punchod through 
the llrst line of bunkers and spl· 
der holos and pourod tholr dev­
astating lire Into the romalnlng 
bun ken. 

An>uad 9:30 p.m., the strenath 
of the enemy's resistance was 
broken. When Americans , regr~ 
oupod Into tholr night laagor po­
sition, more air strikes were 
collod In. All during th• night 
llaros Ill up tho area and tho 
troopors 'remaln•d alortod . to 
any signs ol enomy activity. But 
next morning whon they · r•· 
turnod to the woodllne, th•Y mot 
no reslstanco. Tho onomy had 
ntroatod during the night. 

Riverine· force~ 
Co~g attack in 

gunships beat 
Mekong Delta 

Advandnr on I~ woodllne, 
the troopers tncounltrtd Intense 
machlnegun flro and rocket·pr<>­
polled gronados. 

"The VC woro well concealed 
In bunk,•n and spldor holos, " 
explalnod Pie. Torry Bradloy. 

The eJ1Valrymeo backod out 
and callod In artlllory and air 
strlkos. 

Millionth man 

BEN TRE - Two 9th lnlanlry 
Division units wore Involved In 
hoavy action In the Mokong Del­
ta which accountod lor 40 enemy 
soldiers btolne killed and a num­
bt-r ol woapons and munitions 
boln1 captured. 

A slnglo Mobil• Riverine 
Force (~!HF) company lrom the 

division's 4th. Bn., 47th lnlantri\ 
teamod with gunships and artll­
lory to klll 24 Viol Cong three 
miles north ol hore. 

i\cllon began alter dark a• Co. 
· A ""111oved to Its night po•ltlon . 

Two B-~O rockets slummed Into 
a hut near tho command post 
and lnJurt>d three men . Auto· 
matlc woopons llro lollowed tho 
rockets. 

As the lnfantrymon returned 

Reliable Sgt wins prize: R&R 
llro , radar picked out the enomy 
positions along u woodllne. 

Stingray gunships came In and 
poured lire ogulnst the >u.­
pocted onomy locutions . 

.. We threw grcnotles when we 
heard movement and the next 
mornil'K we lound three VC 
dead In Iron I ol our position," 
Pfc. Jamos A. Walker said. 

DONG TAM-A 9th lnlantry Division soldier 
has b"rt solttltd by USA RV . to symbollzo the 
on• millionth R&R participant., 

Stall Sgt. Bill D. Reynolds, assistant admln­
lstrallvo supervisor In the Chief of Stairs olllce, 
will moet his wll•, Patricia Ann, In Hawaii April 

---- 8. - ·-· 

The sorroant and his wile will have one of iho 
•busiest R&R's evor. There are so many lnler­

vlews, dlnnors and ... remonles plann~ lor the 
couple that Reynolds' R&R has b"n oxtended 
thr" days. · ' · · 

Many ot" the couple's orpenses, Including tholr 
hotel bill, wUI bo paid !or thorn. 

In other 9th Division action, 
troops lrom the 2nd Bn., 6Dth 
lnl. toamod up with gunships 

' lrom the 3rd Squadron, 17th 
Cav. to kill 15 onomy soldiers, 
capture I~ AK47s and threo pis· 
tols , and dotalntd •Ix suspects In 
scattered actJon . 

A rttoanalssance patrol killed 
one VC and detalntd three sus­
pects two mHes east of Tan Tru. 

Elomenls ol Compunles IJ, C 
and D were Inserted Jnto the 
area near Tan An with Co. D's 
second platoon Tunning Into 
heovlest action . 

Roynolds servod as a platoon I• ad fr and As soon as troops got oll the 
platoon sergeant with Co. D, 5th Bn., 31st lnl. choppers, they wor• pinned 
lor IO and one hall months belore moving to tho down by a large volume ol AK· 
Chlel ol Stall's olllco. lie rocently extonded his 7 II A · Jk 

':' . tour for six months. During his regular tour, he !steJ.'· " atr str e was requ· 

"~{~ did not take an H&R. Gunships workod over the 
.::-;.£,;,~ Three llru11lsts to select a one millionth R&R woodllno and the platoon tried to 

\l!~~ soldier went before a board Murch 19 and Rey. advance but was pinned down 
...,, '.!.X\1 - nolcb · lound - out - thot -he won - the-·next - mornlng.- - agaln . 

Staff Sgt. Bill D. Reynolds 

"lt_pretty well shocked the hell out ol me," he Anodier alrth wu ailed. but 
· said. . this. time the unit movt!d in 
- Reynolds came to Vietnam in Feb . 1968. belore the choppers had lelt 

' the area. The NVA were caught 
Ho has ten awarded the Bronze Star, Air in their bunkers. 

Medal, Army Commendat ion Medal lor valor and Eight NVA doad were crodited 
two oak lea! clusters, and Expert lnlantryman's to Co. D and four to the Kun-
Badge. ships . Three detainees were also 

apprehended. 
Two moro kills were ndded 

three milcs southeast of Tan Tru 
from u nighttime operation ol 
Co. II. 

Red One 
.hits hard 
in marsh 

SAIGON - Tho Viet Cong lost 
32 men to the 1st Infantry Divi­
sion in the marshJanW six miles 
east or here. 

T went Y·three enemy were 
killod, eight detalntd , and one 
rallied to olement• ol the 2nd 
nn., 16th Jnl. "This was the 
highest body count we'vo had In 
this area tor half n year," nc­
cordlng to batlallon SKI. MuJ. 
James F. Dudley. 

''I was Jn a chop~r when we 
spotted some suspicious lnc..ltvld ­
uuls," said Dudley. "Some or 
thorn started to run. Wbon they 
triN to avoid us, we knew we 
were OfllO something." 

"Elements o( the big red one 
were flown in to set up a 
U-shaped lino lormatlon around 
the enemy lorces hiding In a 
grove next to a tributary of lhe 
Dong Nal River. Infantrymen 
reconned-by-rire into the grove. 
Our oloments then pulltd back 
as gun5hip~ arrived and made 
several runs on target .'' , 

Subsequent sweeps throu2h 
the area turned up 23 enemy 
dead. "It was just like a text­
book. operation . A classic case of • 
catching the en~my up against a 
river. We surrounded Charlie ·, 
and linlshed him oll." -

' \ 
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Vietnam Communique March 17 to March 23 

Offensive moves into 4th week 
The Communists push<d thtlr PMI· 

Tet offmslve through a fourth wttk. Jn a 
few ClUel the memy took heavy losses In 

Its against Army fire sup-
po and night dd<'DStve posltloos. 
B the enemy lnJtlattves were 
rocltec and mortar attacks on U.S. basn 
wflh DO crc>und troops commltttd. 

Army units contlnutd to ~t the o(. 
tensive with aggressive action &glllnst 
A1SpttUd enemy slrOQgbolcls on the lnlll· 
traUon routes west and north ol Saigon. A 
comb!Md Isl Infantry Division and 11th 
Armored Cavalry Regiment openlloo · 
kllltd %00 eaemy soldltts In three days ol 
IWttpe through 2 forested area northwest 
ol Lal Khe. Soldlers ol the %5th Infantry 
Dlvlsloa clear<d out a Communist sane· 
IDary norllnrml ol CU Chi that had bttn 
astd lo laandl monan and rodets 
agalmt the division's lmtallatlom. 

The sattered enemy altaru on the 
lnlUtralloo rouUs Included a heavy as· 
saalt on a Jst Cavalry Division fire sup­
port base near Tay Ninh and an°altack on 
a %5th Jn/antry Division unfl'a· nlght de· 
Crnalve poolUon near Trani BanK. 

As In past wttu acatlft'ed contact 
Ulr<Jugbout the Mekon.1: Delta between 9th 
Infantry Dlvlsloa and enemy •nits ,..... 
1ulUd In heavy enemy losaes-776 tor the 
wttk , 

9ih Inf Div 
Old Reliables or the 9th Infantry Dlvl-

! 
)' The action continued the next day ~s 

2.td On., 25th Inf. soldiers killed more 
than 25 enemy · In the area, six mile. 
northwest or Trang Dang. . 

On March 17, division soldiers beat 
back a fierce enemy attack on a remote 
night defensive positlon six miles north· 
east of Trang Bang. The soldiers' night 
perimeter defenses were hit by an esti· 
mated enemy company and a first light 
~weep o! the area revealed,30 enemy bod-
1e5. . 

Sixteen enemy were killed during 
abortive attacks on two ~.!vision night de­
fensive posltlons March 18. The attacks 
came against a 3rd Ode . unit eight miles 
northwest or Cu Chi. 

11th. Cav Regt 
Troopers or the 11th Armored Cavalry 

Regiment lit Into the enemy in several 
contacts during the week near Lal Khe. 

The troopers, along with elements or 
the !st Infantry Division and supporting 
elements , smashed Into tht enemy March 
17 In a densely wooded area known as the 
Weeping Woods, 18 miles northwest o( 
Lal Khe. 

The first day's battle lasted several 
hours as cavalrymen and gunship crews 
killed 28 enemy and destroyed a rice 
cache. By the end or !he second day, the 
troopers hod pushed the enemy's death 
toll to 137. 

"The troopers conducted th•mselves 
In a magnlClcent and sol(!Jerly manner. 
We round 'em and we killed 'em," said 
Col , George Patton, commandln11 o!rlcer 
or lhe regiment In dl1cussln1 tho March 
18 flghtln11. In which 109 enemy were 
killed In a maulve armored sweep .. 

Dy the third day or rt1tiUn11 Jn the 
Weeplnc Woods, the enemy dead amount· 
ed to more than 200 and MaJ . Gen, Orwin 

• slon found good hunting In the Plain or 
Reeds during the wetk. On March 18, 
men or the 2nd Bn., 80th Jnr. teamed up 
with gunships or the 3rd Squadron, 17th 
Air Cav. to klll l3 tnemy soldiers In sam· 
pans 11 miles northwest o( Tan An. The 
U.S. soldiers kept "Oushlnc them out and 
shootlne them up;• accordlnK to one 
trooper.> • 

The next day, a 5th Dn., eOth Jnr. 
starch or the Do Do Canal 13 miles north· 
wtst or Tan An produced nine 82mm mor· 
tar shells, 2pe pounds or plastic ex­
plosives, 29 cases on TNT and a 75mm' 
recoilless rlCle shell. 

· Talbott, ht Division commandln1 rener· 
al , declared, "I'm partlcularly pleased · 
with the exemplary conduct or the lllh 
Cavalry and hope that the tnemy makes 
the mistake or trying to stand and rtsht." 

On March 20, the Infantrymen round 
40 sunk•n ammunition sampans on the 
canal, nine miles northwest or Den Luc. 
Checking the area, they uncovered ese 
82mm mortar rounds, 55 107mm rockets, 
l2 7lmm recollless rlCle rounds, 400 Chi· 
com erenades, JOO cases or AK_.7 rifle 
rounds and 25,000 loose small arms am· 
munition. 

On March 23, Recondo lnCantrymen or 
the 4th Dn., l91h Inf. accounted for 111 
Viet Cong In an area around Cao Lanh. 
The lnfanlrymtn battled an estimated 
two VC platoons In the early morning, 
killing H . In the arternoon, contact was 
made again and alrstrlkes and gunships 
Crom the 7th Squadron, 1st Air Cav, 
moved In to help finish orr the enemy. 

A night defensive position Clve miles 
northeast or Den Tre, manntd by men or 
the 4th Dn., 47th Jnr., was assaulted by an -· · 
enemy force In . the early . evening or 
March 22. Gunships and artillery joined . 
the Infantrymen's de!ense· and a sweep or ; · 
the battle area at dawn produced 40 VC;ti. 
bodies. . ' . 

The previous day, men or the 4th Bn .. 
39th In!. board•d 7th Squsdron, !st Air 
Cav. choppers !or a night operation that 
resulted in lO VC klll•d. 

Chopper-home soldiers or the 8th Dn., 
31st Jnr. teamed up with cannonttrs or 
the 1st Dn., 11th Arty. March 17 to kill 24 
enemy In one action 12 miles west or Cal 
De. I 

. 25th Inf Div 
An enemy sanctuary in an area known 

as the Citadel, a large patchwork or dry 
rice paddll'S lntu~ected abou( every 500 

- - - ---:_ards by hedgerows ·o1-1r .. s · and thorny­
bushes, was blasted by elements or the 
25th Infantry\ Division. 

But while the enemy apparently was 
none too ea1er for a showdown, tho cav­
alrymen· and Infantrymen kllled another · 
15 enemy soldiers Jn tho area on March 
20 and .. 12 more on March 23. While 
searching the area arter the March 23 
flghtlng, the cavalrymen uncovered U,· 
000 pounds or rice. 

America! Div 
America! Division soldiers encoun· 

tered 11enerally ll11ht and 1catter"1 rtsht· 

In~ during the week. 
Men o( the •th Dn., 3rd In(. !ought o!! 

a sharp attack against a landing zone 19 
miles west-northwest or Tam Ky March 
19, kllllng eight enemy soldiers and de­
taining one other after fierce hand-to­
hand fighting. 

On March 20, an Air Forcc- Corward 
air controller (F AC) was !lying over an 
area about seven miles west-northwest of 
Quang Ngai City when he spotted some 60 
VC in the open. The FAC called Jn artil­
lery fire Crom the !st Bn., 14th Arty., 
which resulted in IS Viet Cong killed. 

Jn an action March 21, the crew or the 
command and control helicopter or the 
26th Enginee r Dn. engaged 12 enemy six 
miles southeast o! Tam Ky and killed 
eight. 

1st Cav Div 
Skytroopers or the !st Cavalry Divi­

sion (Alrmoblle) also encountered gen­
erally light and scattered action over 
most or their righting grounds during the 
week. There were a few exceptions. 

About 1: •5 a.m . March 17, the night 
de!enslve position or an element or the !st 
Dn., 7th Cav. In an area nine miles north· 
east or Dien Ho~ttacked by an estl· 
mated two enem toons . The Amerl· 
cans answered the U of enemy small 
arms, automatic weapons and RPG Ure 
with small arms, " arUllery and aerial 
rocket artillery, kllllng U of !he enemy. · 

On March 21, an unknown-size NVA 
force at\acked tho perimeter or a remote 
fire support base 17 miles east or Tay 
NI n h . Although the enemy briefly 
breached the perlmteer, t~e Skytroopcu, 
supported by artillery, gunships and an 
Air Force Spooky, repelled the assault In 
three hours or heavy righting. Five ene­
my bodies were round arter the attack. 

Operating six miles eut or Phuoc 
Vlnh March 19, elements of the 5th lln., 
7th Cav. round a bunker complex contain­
ing six 120mm shells, 130 82mm shells, SO 
SOmm shells and 108 82mm ruses . 

1st lnl Div 
Six 122mni rockets were lined up and 

ready to fire at Saigon, but the quick re­
actions of three Jst lnCantry Division sol­
diers prevented ~e rockets from lenvlnt: 

~=1 ~ofd'1~~'..' ~!f ~~te':: 11~sov'e"~~n~r w~~l~g~~: 
dar and starlight scopes Crom their night 
defensive position March U . 

. They called In a mortar attack on the 
enemy position and a sweep or the area 

tth lnl Phofo 

· Solc!Jers of the 2nd Ode. In night deren· 
slve positions March 20 began receiving 
automatic weapons rtre. Heavy artillery 
bombardmtnts were directed at the ene­
my In the · Citadel for several hours. A 
dawn sweep reveal•d .28 en•my bodies, 

A BUDDY'S HELPING HAND is extended to this member of a 2nd 
Bde: Psychological Operations team on an operation with the 9th Inf-
antry Division's 4th Bn., 47th Inf. · 

t 
later revealed shrapnel holes In two or 
the warheads. One was knocked o(( its 
aiming stake. The rockets were primed 
aud had thoy been Clred, would have Im· 
pacted around the eastern portion o! Sal· 
gon . 
· · Big Red One Infantrymen Joined 
troopeN..,...{ the 11th Armored Cavalry 
Regiment during the week in a succcss(ul 
series o! operations in the Weeping 
Woods, less than 20 miles northwest or 
Lal Khe. More than 200 enemy were 
killed in the fighting over several days. 

4th Inf Div 
Late March 17 . clements or the :ind 

Bn., 35!h Jnr .. 4th Infantry Division came 
In contact with an estimated two platodns 
o( enemy 15 miles south or Kontum . In 
the battle that followed, with supporr . 
from artillery and gunship crews, the lv­
ymen killed %7 NVA soldiers. 

' That same day, a light observation 
helicopter or the 7th Squadron, 17th Cav. 
was flying over an area 21 mlles south­
west or Dok To when It received •mull 
arms Ure. The chopper gunncn cngaKc<l 
the enemy and reported killing six NVA 
soldiers. 

A few days later, soldiers or the 3rd 
Bn., 12th Inf. and supporti ng gunships en­
gaged un unknown-she enemy force 25 
mlles west of Kontum, killing at least 
rive of tht! enemy. 

A bu!tle or a different nature brought 
Ivymen to the rescue of Montai.'Tlard vil­
lagers at Piel Cong Drek. Bubonic plague 
hod broken out and CIGht vlllugers died In 
two duy._ A dlvl•lon •urgeon went to the 
village und began treating the Ill Imme­
diately . Scrum and medical supplies 
were IJown In and 1,800 villagers were 
Immunized. No further deaths were re· 
ported . 

23rd Arty Gp 
Cannoneers or the 2lrd Artillery 

Group killed a total of ll •nerny In two 
days or action Murch 21 and 22. Twenty­
eight VC were killed during two fire ml•· 
slons north or Dou Tieng, while five died 
when they were spotted seeking cover In 
a bunker complex >Outh o( Tuy Ninh . 

101st Abn Div 
A two-Oay combined cordon operation 

was ended by paratroopers o( the IOlst 
Airborne Division (Alrmobile) March 21. 
It had Involved troopers o! the 2nd On., 
l27th Jnr. and clements or the 2nd lln ., 
541h AltVN lteglment . TI1e action, near 
Phu !Joi , resulted Jn 12 cnt•my kllli!d, 15 
suspect• detained and 24 lndlvlduul weop­
on!:i cupturcd . 

Earlier In the wcck, paratroopers of 
the !st lln., 502nd Jnr. and supporting 
units klllt'<l 20 enemy •oldlers In oper· 
atlon Kentucky " Jumper. 

3rd Bde, 82nd Ahn 
Gunjeeps mount•d with !06mm recoil­

less rifles and mannl'<I by men o( tho lrd 
Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division sealed 
off an area seven miles west of Saigon 
March 17 . In several small actions, the 
troopers killed three enemy and detained 
three suspccl!i. 

1st Bde, 5th Inf Div 
South or the DMZ March 22, clements 

or the 1st DrJgadc, Sth Infantry Division 
(Mechanized) klllcd two NVA soldiers as 
men of the lrd Squadron, 5th Cav. en­
countered the enemy near Cam Lo. The 
rtgh!lng began when the NVA fired RPG• 
at one or the American armored person­
nel carriers . 

199th Inf Bde 
While searching an area 10 miles 

southwest or Saigon March 21, men or the 
!99th Light Infantry Urlgade found sev­
eral VC warnings or booby traps Jn lhe 
area. Proceeding cautiously, they found 
and destroyed six Chicom prcssure-Oeto­
nated-type mines. 

' ' 


