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Mekong attack turns to rout, · 
Reliables seize .offensive 

FIRE BASE DANGER-Two recent operations 
by Old Reliable Infantrymen of the 9th Infantry 
Division resulted In 177 Viet Cong dead in the 
Mekong Delta area. 

What started as an attack on the dlvtslon's 4th 
Bn., J9th Inf. ambush patrol turned into a roui 
of the VC when the unit teamed up with 
artlllery, alrstrikes, gunships from the 7th 
Squadron, 1st Cav. and one company from the 
6th Bn. list Inf. to kill 143 enemy soldiers IS 
miles west of Cal Be March 22-H. 

kill 67 VC. As Air Force Jets brought the VC Into 
the open, gunships would follow with mlnlgun 
lire. 

Co. A, 6th Bn., list In!., Inserted as a sup· 
porting force, Immediately came under rtre while 
setting up night positions to block enemy escape. 

Artillery lire from Battery A, 1st Bn., 11th 
Artillery pounded the area throughout the night 
while Infantrymen encountered on I y sporadic 
contact as several enemy soldiers attempted lo 
break through the cordon . 

Sweeping the · area, the recondos or Co. B round 
more enemy bodies and encountered scattered 
conlact. 

Tho lhrcc.doy ocllon began shortly ofter dark 
when on unknown-sized enemy force atlempled 
to overrun the site of Co. D, the battalion's main 
ambush unit. 

The throe day operation resulted In 143 enemy 
kllled and the capture of three machlneguns, one 
anti-aircraft gun, 34 AK-17s, four RPG launchers 
with JO rounds, one 60mm mortar and thousands 
of rounds ol small arms ammunition . 

"- I 101t1 Abn Ptiolo 

W.QiERDORNE, BUT NOT WATERLOGGED, Pfc. 
Mic~! G. Fuss, n rifleman with Co. D, 1st Bn., 506th Inf., 
lOlst Airborne Division, finda himself knee deep as he 
wades through a mountain stream west of Hue. The division 
has been conducting n reconnaissance-in-force operation in 
this section of the republic. 

"They ran Into one of our listening posts and 
got chewed up," said Stall Sgt. Michael Kidd. 
"Then they backed off and ran Into my listening 
post. We waited until they were nearly on us. 
Then we really shot them up." • 

In another Delta action, this time . near Rach 
Klen, Reliables ol Co. C, 2nd Bn., 47th Int .. set 
up a night ambush which accounted tor 34 enemy 
deaths, Att0nll~ to Capt. Edward Clark, company 

commander. the enemy had a planned, coordi­
nated attack but when they were hit with mines, 
they lost all Initiative. "They started yelling and 
screaming, and It gave away their position." 

During a pre-dawn sweep, 35 enemy bodies 
and a number of weopons were found. Tracker 
do~s followed blood trails of the enemy force . 

Two miles west o( tho original contact, the 
clcmcnl! encountered a well-bunkered VC force. 

Alrslrlkea and gunships : worked together to 

Kills 143 NV A 

Armored Personnel Carriers of the mechanized 
unit were moved Into night positions three miles 
west or Roch Klen when Spec. 4 Vale Hollman 
spotted three enemy soldiers sitting on a dike 
a little past 10 p.m. 1 

" I was scanning the area with a starlight 
scope. They were Just sltUng there and appeared 
to . be reconnlng," Hortman said. "! pointed them 

·out to the ,,0 caliber machtnegunnor and he got 
them." 

Pleue tum to 'Rellablet,' pare 11 

Americal smashes 
NVA neat Due Pho 

Firepower crushes Reels 
. . ' 

DUC PllO - lleavy contact 
with a reinforced NVA company 
recently netted America! sol· 
dlers of the 11 lh Infantry Brl· 
gado 32 enemy kills . 

Working In an area 3\1, miles 
north or here, in(anlrymen from 
Co. C, 3rd Bn., !st lnl., and cav­
alrymen from "E" Troop, Isl 
Cav., combined errori. to crush 
the well-equipped enemy force. 

TRANG BANG - One hun­
dred forty-three North Vietnam­
ese soldiers died at the hands ol 
2nd Brlgnde, 2,lh lnlnnlry Divi­
sion soldiers and supportln11 
fires live miles north cost ol 
here In two dnys ol close, fierce 
rtghtlng. 

On the rtrst morning or the 
two-day batlle, Tropic Lightning 
troops made n helicopter assault 
Into the enemy-lnfeslffi area. 

"We are Just getting spread 
out when Chnrlle opened up," 
sold Pie. Vernon Turner. 

. With gumhlps provtdlng COY• 
er, the lnlnntrymen regrouped 
to mon Clrepower on the enemy. 

Each time the lnlnntrymen nd­
vanced they were greeted by In­
tense small arm.s and .50 caliber 
fire. 

As fire ceased and the sweep 
was concluded, 70 NV A bodies 
were dlscoveN:d along with 
thN!e RPD machine guns, six 
AK~7's, live RPG launchers and . 
a .50 caliber machine gun. 

The following day a combined 
a rm o r-1 n I a n tr y task force 
moved out to combat-assault the 
area. 

A5 soon u they got started 
they received mottar, small 
arms, automatic and RPG flre 
from tho north. 

~J~w·:F.r:.nr.tJ .~,~:rJ 
the Infantrymen once more. · 

Brigade soldier. began a 
sweep or the battlefield and they 
received fire from a well hidden 
enemy force . Arter an hour duel 

the last round new overheid, 
and the Tropic Llghtnlnr In· 
lnntrymen continued the sweep, · 

Tallied on lhe second day of 
ll11hllng were 67 NV A bodies, 

one light machlnegun, SI AKffs 
15 RPG launchers, three .,0 cali­
ber machlneguns, lhree carbines 
and assorted munlllons and 
documents, Contact wus mode Just before 

.... 

Eagles scre~in into A Shau, 
J 

a·ssaults. keep -ene~y · on run 
1 ' 

FIRE BASE VEGllAL - Screaming Eagles of 
the !Olst Airborne Division, tor the second time 
In 1even months, have Invaded tho enemy's 
stronghold tn the A Shau Valley. 

Operation Massachusetts Striker, a multl­
battallon combined forces operation, began In 
early March, but bad weather Impeded the build­
up. 

Infantrymen ol the !st Bn., 502nd Inf. air 
assaulted to the edge ol the volley closely fol-
lowed by South Vietnamese troops, · 

Troopers ol the 2nd Bn., 327th lnl. combat as­
saulted to the floor ol the JO-mile-long valley 
Mar. 2%. The 2nd Bn., SO!st Int. later moved Into . 
the A Shau. 

The operation Is dealgned to cut the enemy's 
llnes ol communication and to disrupt the enemy's 

fiiE.~~~.\iijlJf~HJ ~1/!J ;i~).s .l§ }t:i~t#;i~~ 
cal Zone, tncludlnc"lYuo and Da Nang, 

Thus rar In the operation soldlen or. the lOlst 
hove killed 88 enemy, captu~ed ' one prisoner, 
seized 20 Individual weaROl\S and six crcw­
served weapons. 

Djje to several weeks ol bad weather, which 
limited the power ol the !Olst's alrmobillty, the 
buildup lor Massachusetts Striker was slow. 

Early In tho month, element. ol 2nd Dn., SOis! 
Inf. moved by air to secure Fire Base Whip on 
the edge of the A Shau. • 

Near the middle ol the months, clements ol 
Isl Bn., :I02nd Int. reopened Fire Base Dastogne 
tor batteries ol 2nd Bn., llBth Artillery. 

Co. C, Isl Bn., 502nd In!. combat assaulted 
Into this llre base and met enemy resistance. The 
soldlen employed small arms, artillery and 
aerial rocket arttllery to klll U enemy-the llrst 
communlst soldiers to die In Massachusetts 
Striker. 

Elements or the 2nd Bn. :l<llst In!. made a 
combat assault directly Into the A Shau. Co. C 
assaulted the enemy In a lortllled pos!Uon and 

~!I~ ~P.; l=P.; 11: ~~1 !.!1!!:! mn~ !~, '1'1 ~b. Jri ••vi' ""tr.iii, hl••ilwh1 a, .18Ulhwlit 6 t'lf~ 
••e Veghe . and •laht aft•flt>' w•re kl IN. 

Sporadic contact with enemy losses continued 
· os March drew to a close and paratroopers con· 
tlnued a thorough search tor the enemy and his 
weapons and supplies. 

noon when Co. C was llrtcd Into 
the urea to search out a desert· 
ed village. The Landing Zone 
was .. cold'' ond ..:ave no In · 
dlcatlon ol the hurd ll~htlng that 
the Amerlcul elements were to 
encounter the rest or the day:'"' 

.. As soon us we entered lhe 
•village they opened up on us 
wlth one of their mo chine guns," 
said Spec. 4 Chuck llurnc<. " We 
return o d lire lmmedlutcly, 
knocking out lhe enemy mu. 
chine gun nest und kill ing six 
NVA." 

The soldiers then moved for· 
ward to search out numerous 
bunkers to their front. Before 
they had gone 25 yards, how­
ever, they began receiving RPG 
and automaUc weapons fire 
from those same positions. 

The enemy threw Chlcom gre­
nades at the America! In­
fantrymen from all directions. 
No one was hit . 

When night tell contact was 
broken and soldiers from Co. C 
and E Troop counted 32 NVA 
bodies. 
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Utt. Inf PhOlo 

THE COMMUNIST POST-TET offensive had put an 
added burden on non-combat base camp troops. Here Spec. 
4 Jimmy N. Martin Jr., a supply c;lerk with HQs Co., of a 
lat Brigade, 25th Infantry Division unit mans the bunker 
line during an early morning red alert at Tay Ninh base 
camp. 

Routine· copter flight 
proves combat ·re'ady 

PHU CAT - For alx men of 
the 2nd Dn., 17th Artlllery, a rou­
tine helicopter 011ht to Camp 
Fidel near here became a com· 
bat assault that resulted In the 
quelling of a VC ambush, 

The men w<re 'JIUllC!llS'ft 
aboard a Ull-1 helicopter plloted 
by CWO Robert C. Yalden and 
co-piloted by WO Dou1las W. 
Thomas. Several minutes after 
liftoff at An Kho they spotted an 
ambush alonir Highway 11. 

While Sadler and one of the 
door gunners, Spec. 4 Charles 
M. Edgar · began !Iring on tho 
enemy, Jones Informed the pl· 
lots that Sadler, a qualllled for· 
ward observer, was aboard nnd 
that artillery could be called In 
on the enemy If tho plloU would 
switch frequencies . The frcquen• 
cy was quickly changed and con­
tact was made with 1he t' lro DI· 

minion of po;lilons w11 made 
the radio contact was lost. 

Wiiii Ibo paalbUlty ol artillery 
out, the chopper returned and 
began concentrating Its fire· 
power on tho two platoon• below 
that had given up on the ambush 
and were wltlidrawlni. 

Four other io1dlers also occu· 
pied tho helicopter. Tho men 
quickly set up a ·r•tem of llrtn1 
and reloadlni al the weapons 
aboard. While two men fired the 
other four reloaded weapons. 
This allowed full Ume firepower 
to be concentrated on the enemy 
below. 

Cobra gunships arrived as all · 
but one magatlne of ammunition 
had been expended. When the 

· rectlon Center at 2nd Dn. 171h 
Artlllery. Defore complete trans· 

· Cobras appeared Thomas low· 
ered the· aircraft to 1,000 feet 
and began droppln1 smoke gre­
nades on enemy positions. Dur· 
tng .. the entire attack the enemy 
!Ired back at the helicopter. 

J 

, 

· Enemy 'saves' life 
QUANG TIU-The enemy's accuracy with their mortars recenlly 

saved a life, rather than taking It at a forward base camp of the 
1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Division south of Quan1 Tri. · 

Pfc. Michael L. EYllJIS of 1st Dn., 77th Armor, was on top of 
a shower trying to light an Immersion heater when he heard tho 
sound of ·tncomlng . mortars. 

"The flnt round hit about 30 yards away from me. l Jumped 
off the shower and the next round hit directly on my right hand," 
Evans said. "After thct__round hit me, I was stunned; l couldn't 
believe that .the mortar round hadn't gone off. Finally, I 1ot to 
my feet and started running for the closest bunker." 

·. ~ana trlppe<I ·and feU and was carried to the . bunker by 
anoth aoldler. . . 

La , wllea tile mortar round was e:umlned by a demollUon 
team, the team found that by hltUn1 Evans' hand th~ round bad 
failed to detonate ltsell. Had the round landed a few Inches away 
be probably would have been tilled. 

THE ARMY REPORTER Page 3 

nets large VC cache 
• 

OASIS-A soldier's search to find the easiest 
way down a ridge netted a large enemy weapons 
cache In the Chu Prong Mountain area. 
~· 4 John D. Grindle was scouting a ridge 

area as a member of a search patrol sent by the 
reconnal..,ance platoon of the Fourth Infantry 
Division's 2nd Bn., 35th Inf., when the patrol was 
told to cpme down from the ridge to a stream 
bed~ 

On the descent, Grindle spotted an unnatural 
looking, partially covered hole. An examination 
of the hole, which was covered by logs, found a 
cave filled with enemy weapons and munitions 
and resulted In the uncovering of the llrst enemy 
weapons and ammunition found that day In the 
area. Three more batches or munitions were Cound 
later. 

Included In the cache were 300,000 7.87 mm 
rounds, 13 040 rocket fuses, 78 80 mm mortar 
rounds, 103 Chic~ grenades and four SKS rtnes . 

Also port ol the' tachc were lour RPG7 rockets, 
128 Ignition cortrldget for 80mm mortars, an NVA 
claymore mine, 154 morlar fuses, and 11 AT 
grenades . ~ 

In discovering another group of weapo ne 
member of the division 's recon patrol was e 
to make a first hand observation of the enem 's 
camouflage. 

Pfc. David Peterson said he "sow two logs 
that had been cut and attached to a third log so 
they were shaped like an arrow pointing right 
toward tho weapcn1.'' 

Discovery of the enemy cache came on the 
second day of the recon platoon 's mission and 
shortly after a contact which resulted In the 
death of one NVA. 

Sic. J.F. Tibbit' obaerred an estimated group 
of 20 NVA aoldlers walkln1 near the Rccon 
Platoon's LZ and opened fire with his MIS. 

One enemy soldier was killed Instantly, and 
the remainder fled the area. · 

TANKERS FROM the 11th Armored 
e&valry Regiment examine enemy bicycles . 
captured in the Michelin rubber planta· 

As the NV A started back up the hill the securl· 
ty element of the platoon opened fire. 

This was the second lime this year that the 
platoon discovered a lar~e weapons eachc. . 

Hasty ambush 
yields 7 Cong 

MY BINll - A five man night patrol, operating 
deep In VC territory more than a mile from their 
parent company, kUled seven enemy soldiers In 
a pair of daring back·lo·bock "hasty ambushes." 

Led by LI. WUlianr Miller of Co. D, 2nd Bn., 
5l!3rd Inf., 173rd Airborne Brigade, the night 
patrol made their ~uccess!ul sojourn Into this VC 
stronghold, five miles north or Dong Son. 

Spec. 4 Ronald YeoRcr, who wulkcd point for 
lhe patrol , said, " Leaving an hour affl!r dork we 
moved about 2,000 meters and had just crossed 
a bridge when our rear security man spotted a 
light behind us. 

"We set ' up a hasty ambush and kllled two 
VC," recalled Yeager. "The VC were using a 
floshllght and ambling down Ute troll," the para· 
trooper added. 

After searching the bodies, the men used a 
starlight scope to observe the trail on the moon· 
lesa night. Through the telltale scope they spotted 
what proved to be the point team of a platoon 
size NVA element coming from tho opposite di· 
rection. 

The night patrol set up a second hasty ambush. 
Spec. 4 Ronald Price said, "The approochlqg 
NVA were very cautious. The NVA polntman 
stopped for a second and then squatted down on 
the rice dike pot)\. Once again he came toward 
us. That's when ,.le opened fire . I could see tho 
muzzle flash of the polntman 's AK17 as he fell 
to tho ground." 

The Americans threw grenades at the panicked 
NV A who were lesa than 20 yards away and 
the squad then moved forward to check the area. 

Spec. 4 Richard Peanall rep«ted, "We got 
the polntman's AK and were checking the other 
bodies which were blown off the dike Into the 
rice paddles when we received grenade fire from 
nbout '40 yards away." 

The Infantrymen, djrected fire toward the NVA 
grenadier and began lo withdraw as they heard 

'more enemy advancing In their search for the 
American squad. 

lllhONf'hoto. 
tion. Thousands of pounds of rice and 
other supplies were captured and destroyed 
during the operation. _. . 
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aids allies 

win villa.ges 
Second and third lllms ar·e 

propaganda-oriented and usually 
Include al least one tolk by a 
Ho! Chanh between reels. "My 
crowd never leovea until the lost 
lllm," Boots commented. "I al· 
ways leave a good movie until 
last." 

Jun before the reel ends, th~ 
. team passes out magatlnes or 
pamphlets.. They have found 
that if they wait to hand out 
written materials until the films 
are over, they are mobbed at 
the back of their psyop truck. 

Dinh My's failure to respond 
to the· paclflcotlon program os 
quickly as Dinh Co and Tom 
Blnh hasn' t discouraged the psy­
op team, for they know the vtl· 
!age was long under Viet Cong 
Influence and that fear · dies 
slowly. 

Even II Che respo?lse at Dinh 
My ls not yet warmly pro-GVN, 
th« team knows 11 Is mal<lng an 

· impression. Armed propaganda 
teams, made up of former Viet 
Cong who have rallied to the 
government, have been brought 
into the area.to help In psyop ap­
peals. They have astonished vii· 
Jagers who thought a sale and 
prosperous defection lmpoS&lble. 

Progress, ·according to Boots, 
I• painfully slow, but he Is con· 
vlnced the team 's work ls wea· 
kenlng Viet Cong Influence. As 
long as the team remains with 
the village, he ,.ys, the just 
c a us e wlll gradually gain 
ground. -
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CAMP RED BALL - ··1 was 

flying In lhe high ship. about 
1200 (eel. ll"s hard lo describe 
how black II Is oul !here. We kct•p 

Boats add 
mobility 

DI AN - No ch a mp a g n e. 
brass band or vlslllng digna· 
taries . There was just a quiet 
taunC'hing by some men of the 
Isl Infantry Divislon"s 1st Bn., 

·181h Inf. In a small Vietnamese 
stream. 

They ;.,ore launching a new 
plrco o( tqulpmcnt beln~ luucd 
to the lllg lied One's rlrle com­
panies. !I ls a back-pack•d pneu­
mallc boat , and ls being used to 
aid Infantrymen Jn · crossing 
Slttams and rivers. The boals 
are light, only weighing six 
pounds; compact when deflated, 
they make an eight-Inch roll 
only 12 Inches long. They are ca­
pable o( carrying up to four In­
fantrymen with lull combat 
gear. Boats are made o( nylon 
and have 12 separate bladders 
which may be replaced I( they 
become damagrd. 

( 
our lights of( until tho "'FY last 
minute to tafe adva~l•go\M the 
elem•·nl o( surprise. ' Wu Hob· 
ert L. Harvey o( the 3rd Brl· 
gade. 82nd Airborne Division 
Image ry Interprrtation Sl•ction 
was describing a re<..· ent ··firC'· ·· 
Cly" mission in which the VC 
c:nme out on the short tnd of th~ 
sUck. 
· On. the dark t\'enlng llarVl'Y 
describes, the firefly crew was 
on station by 10 p.m. and Clew 
down the Hoc Mon Canal with 
negative results . The hclibornc 
team then moved to an area 
sllghlly wesl o( lhe canal where 
LI. Joseph J . Hider and his crew 
Jn l he low-flying llghlshlp 
spotted a sampan with two 
bo<es lying nexl lo It. 

The C and C ship gave per­
mission to (ire- on the sighting 
and lhe Cobra went lo work with 
machine gun and M-79 lire . 
Looking around again the light· 
ahlp spotted (our more sampan• 
and then two bunkers . A1 !hue 
positions and boats were being 
destroyed lhe ships were fired 
upon from one o( lhe bunker po­
sitions. 

A round 1......-d a direct hit, 
destroylnll lhe bunkors from 
which lhe ground lire had come. 
Another poss over the oreo II · 
lumlnaled an AK~7 rifle slicking 
up from lhe caved In bunkers . 

When the more than two hour 
long mission was completed, one 
enemy had been killed, a bunker 
complex and stx sampans de· 
slroyed . 
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VIET CONG LEFT THEM BEHIND and 
the 25th Infantry Division is making maxi­
mum use of these signs. Intended to con­
vince American soldiers thnt the wnr is 
futile and that they should come over to 

., 2Jlh lnl Photo 

the side of the VC, these signs arc being 
repainted and placed in their old location~ 
to inform the Cong o f the Government of 
Vietnam's Chicu Hoi program. 

Thanks go out to . Charlie 

VC signs Ctimbat propaganda 
. ! 

FSB WASlllNGTON - Viet 
Cong liberation posters have 
b<en discovered recenlly along 
Highway 22 tn front of this base. 

Co. C, 3rd Dn., 22nd Jn(., 251h 
Infantry Division exltrd the per· 
lmeler wire to begin a local re­
connaissance In Corce mission 

only to dlscO\'er 20 signs and two 
banners scuttrred nlon~ the 
highway pleading wllh soldiers 
to turn themselves In lo the Lib· 
eraUon Army, Learlels were al · 
Inched to the signs spelling out 
the treatment tha t would be ex­
tend c d any reverse "hot 

chanhs ." 

Cavmen:.battle Cong on second front, 

Leaflets promi:>ed " mosquito 
nets, blankets, hammocks , pico - ~ 
ty to eat, and clothing ndcquute ' 
to lhe cllmale." llul lhe propu· 
ganda did nol prove very e((ec­
tlve becpuse lhe nwn or Charlie 
Company did not throw clown 
thl'lr weapons lo utT<"pl the 
'i.:encrous' oUl•r . 

" We round the sl i.:n s very 
nmuslni.:," :rnltl Lt . c;c rn ld ll t• n­
tsh . "The men J,: ot a bh.:: kk k out 
or ..::olhcrlnJ.: up the sln·ct mctul 
slt.:ns und rt•a1ll111-: the 1111ss 11cllcd 
11nlcs. We wt•rc rcully surprisecl 
to find then und nppreclulctl the· 
humor.'' truth is, their .. weapon, leaflets are ammo 

TAY NINH - When many people lhese (lights account (or lh• ....,""'""'°1,...,rr--~n.angers 
think or the Vietnam conruct, they think over three mtltlon lcoflet cnlln~ with a 

•'I > 

. or a shooting war, (ought on batllerlelds wide range o( topics . f I d 
with convenUonal weapons. For •pedal mlsslOM, each brigade Is y u n er 

For a small group or men here, It Is provided with one ullllly helicopter. Gen· 
much more than a war or 1teel and bul· erally, whenever a ballallon ha• a unit tn 
lets . To lhe men of p1yop1, It 11 a battle contact or a 1peclal need (or a mlulon, h 
(or the human mind. And It's a battle the all It has to do ls contact P•yop• and the c oppers 
Isl Cavalry Division Is be<:omlnK In· mission will be "laid on ." 

~ ?' creasln&ly adept at rtghtlng, On a typical mission , Sta(( Sgt. Jim 
•• "."; A 1 t llrt d !Jlled "D Dickman obtained the helicopter and no· 

&,I. . ~ Ins the m~~t~I m~D::emi,;r a'::°d ttrled the brigade'• Tactical Operations CllU l.\I _ ban~llng Crom 0 .......... ._~ ~- •'.' "'" r January, there were 108 llol Chanhs with· Center or the location and type or mission 150-(oot rope (aslened lo a hell · 
! \ :t:;; .... : --:_ ·,:: In the Isl Cava lry's area or operations. being Clown. Then he scleclcd the appro· copter flying at HO to 90 miles an 

I
. • '"'"' • ·• · ., ·· / : From the standpoint or the enemy, a Hol prlate psychological operations tapes for hour may seem like a daredevil 

• · " " " Chanh-t:ica · combat-los:o:-He-Js ·both · a-los~roadcast ______ . -·---- · - ·--act to mos I, but to the America! ! - ~.;-~ :-.;;;l!lill~~--:,.- · w -:- . . 10 the enemy and a poslUve asset to the While he was doing !his, Spec. 4 Rob- Division ranger ll's " real secur· 
• /I , '· : _Allted cause. Ile may be o( slgnl(lcant In· ert Sanchez mounted the powerful 1,000· tty ." 

i, ... It',\ /I Ill . • . ;..../". telllgence value : he may Induce others to wall portal>'°' sp<!nker system on the The rnngen, who work tn 

1 
'\> '. ·" t' ._,...:t'i. ·defect. He Js llvlng proof o( the potency chopper and loaded lhe spcdally pre· small teams for rcconnai.sunce 

u of the Allied e((ort and the fuUllty of the,. pared leaflets . purposes, olten need a method i ..._ .,· , \..,. --, IJ. Uf enemy's . He will likely become • con· As the bellcoptn- new over lhc Saigon or r as t ext ru c tion when 
li ' ;. • , . ! .~/ slrucUve citizen of the Republtc o( Viet· River, the many trail systems used by "Charlie" closes In. In many In· 

'· ~ ..: f \J ·._ ,, nam and moy serve as a scout. In every the enemy came Jnto view. stances there ls no landing zone 
• • • ,) · 1 ' ..,_. respect he symbolizes the faUuro of the That was the target art a, dense tro- big enough for a heli copler lo 

• ·~ 19'.' l!fl!!I" - ---___ Communist ef(~rt.~ ·-·-- - - -_._ pica! Jungle riddled with expoaCd trails. ~nd and pick up lhc command-
•, _ ~ " · - ·-:-- · .. !low do we ret the eoemy to rally to The pilot flew In a giant circular pat· The answer _ lhe McGuire f0, ., ftr.' . ~ the •Ide of the Government of Vletnam7 tern so Iha! the speaker system was rig. 
, 'l r .:, . · . , · f According to Maj , ·Richard Browning, aimed towards the ground. Dickman The McGuire rig Is made up of 

, , ~ , . who runs lhe PSYOPS program for the turned on the lape recorder and, wllh his two loops at lhe end of a rope 
.._::- . Isl Brigade, "There are two angles we hand, signaled Sanchez to drop .the leaf. tnlo which a ranger in full field 

. ' · .. .:_: L ~/ . generally 1,ry to exploit. First, we play on lels. gear can slep and be whisked 
I. I 9:'"· . • the enemy s dissatisfaction wlll...ets per· Between lhe blaring falsetto of lhe away by a hovering helicopter . 

. sonal situation. Usually his discontent Js speakers and the tens o( thousands or Jt only takes seconds to eUec t 
· ·, . . the result or AlUed mllltary pressure. learlets, the message was slammed home 0 successful evasion. When the 

..--.... ht cov Drowl"9 Second, we try •nd lnrorm him about to the enemy. chopper reaches a secured aren, 
LEAFLETS ARE" DROPPED by a 1st more attractive alternatives 10 llg~.llng, "How many mothers must weep? " all II has 10 do ts to hover again 
Cavalry Divisiorr chopper. Tens of thou-· parUcularly the Chleu Hot Program. "llow many sons must be burlcod7 " while the raniier cllmbs oul lo 
sands of leaflets are dropped on one mis- · , Working closely with lhe 61h Psyops The tape then appealed to the enemy safely. . 

·sion. Result of the caval~ program and Bn. at Bien Hoa, the team uses an Air lo surrender, and explained the benefits or course not all Rangers en· 
Force C-17 fixed-wing transport when It o( lhe Chieu Hol Program. Joy dangling Crom a helicopler, 

others throughout the repu lie is that Hoi has a general message to deltver to a Aletr repeating the mission over sev- but someilmes they feel much 
Chanh5 have increased during recent · large area. Tile aircraft Is specially rig· era! target areas, the pilot brought his more secure dangling than hav· 
months. ged with 1,000-watt speakers. Each week , ship home . ing two feet on the g round. · 



·Page 16 

.~ , .. 
• ! · 

, ! 

'' 
f 

;• 

"" Inf "'9ttl 
REFLECTING ON THE PROBLEM of crossing thia can­
al, Spec. '4 Joseph M. Gra:r:iano pauses for a moment while 
on an operation in the'' Mekong Delta with· hia unit, 3rd 
Platoon, Co. A, 5th Bn., 60th Inf.., 9th Infantry Division. 

Looked like ·tumbleweeds 

THE · ARMY REPORTER April 14; 1969 

Quiet \own eXplodes 
as . 4th finds enemy 

Soldiers • seize 
two VC arsenals 

Reliables 
llolrman moved out on foot 

with a small element to confirm 
the kills and retrieve equipment 
and wtapons when the VC hit • 
back. 

'"We got close to . the bodies 
when one ol the wounded sol­
diers opent>d up on us,'" he said . 
'"We then received AK47 lire 
from both ol our nanks and a 
machlnegun began shooUng at 
us from behind a mud wall to 
our right." 

Capt. John Grand, company 
commander Immediately scram-

(Continued from 
page 1) 

bled the el~ht APCs from the Isl 
platoon to back up the sweep· 
Ing elements . With lhc .50 cull­
ber machlncguns on the tracks 
putting oul a heavy base ol llre, 
the enemy wus cut oll as they 
tried lo escupe. 

Alonx with lhc 34 enemy dead, 
the Infantrymen also captured 
six AK47s. three nl'G launch­
ers. one B~O rocket launcher. a 
Chi-Com mochlnc~un, numerous 
documents und un assortment 
ot booby trups. ammunition. 
grenades and medical supplies . 

Americal Chopper r~kes . camouflaged NVA 
. TAM ltY - A camouOagecl 
mau ol NVA soldlen 1ftnl dls­
conred and enntuall:r routed 
by the quldl: actions ol an Amer- . 
!cal DIY!sloa helicopter crew In 
an attack near here. 

,.. .- T w e 1U y...Jae <llftll7 · were . 
ltJlled. six enemy soldiers ln­
dudlng an NV A battalloo com­
mander were captured. and nu· 
meroua weapona ·ana· pack.I plua 
a .,1-<:allber anU-al...,ralt weap­
on wel'9 conllscated In the en-
Wlllllfr, !. , 

A UH·lD tru.,. "•lttll'' Mat• 
manded by . WO Walter Seger 
wu flying a visual ree<>Mals· 

· sance mission In support ol the 
Americal Dl..Won's 1st Squad-

ron, 1st ea ... when be dlJconred 
a larre masa ol enemy·1oldlers 
be!nr OUJhed from a tree line a 
short distance from the adnnc-

'ing ca nlrymen. . , 
"Enemy troo~ wel'9 movin1 

do..-n the oppO&ite side of the 
hill, just out ol range ol the 
Cav," Jald Serer. '"They all ap­
peared to have weapon.s, back 
pack:1, · and were well cam· 

:~~~~ ~~.tai.::1s ~ 
~tk PJ1au; lhfT ran In a 
C'°"ChlnS, ffuloi9d-OTn' po91• 
tlon. so there appeared N·\:e ~ 
or 4Q tumbleweeds blll' · ·II' 
many d.l.ttctlons over ~ ~ ., 'ijl 
the hill.'" 

TIMI dloi>l>er · macle Its nrst 
paas throu11h the center of the 
dlsorpnlzed , masa l<IWng sev-

. eral enemy troops and conUnued 
circling the hill. By that Ume, 
haYlng pined some semblance 
of order, the Communists tried 
to work their way down the hill 
to a forested area. 

"'They didn't have a chance of 
'getUnr away,'" said Spec. 4 Ter­
ry Bennet. crew chief ol the 
Ulrd AvtaUoo Bn. '"Pelican" 

' cngpPfr. ' . 
, ''The HY A had In cro11 an 
open rice paddy to ret to the 
trees, but our MSO machine run 
fire made It Impossible ... 

The helicopter made several 

passes around · the 'hill until B~n­
net had expended all of his am­
munlUon; then the helicopter 
was turned around 10 gunner 

. Spec. ' Randy Parks, on the op­
J)OO.lte side ol the craft from 
Bennet, had a clear lane ol fire. 
As Parks began ta get low on 

. ammunlUon, co-pUot WO Garry 
Raymond took control ol the air­
craft whlle SeRer called Cobra 
gunships of F Troop, 8th Cav. to 
finish the operaUon. 

Flrlar as they reueated, the 
enemy tried to hide In some 
hootchu at the top of the hill . 

The Co. A '"slick" look several 
hits u the acUon continued. 

'"We could !eel the shJp shud-

der as the rounds hit ," said Ben­
net. '".They were firing armor­
piercing .30-<:allber shells and It 
appeared as II thousands of 
rounds were directed at ua. I 
took one through the sleeve ol 
my jacket and Mr. Raymond's 
neck was 11razi,.i as a bullet 
went through the roof . 

'"Alter we expended our ma­
chine eun ammo we continued to 
fire with our Ml6 rllles unUI the 
CobraJ arrived." 

Crew chief Bennet continued, 
"They I dropped smoke gre­
nades marking the hootches con­
taining the NV A and the Cobras 
completely devastated them 
with rockets ." 

.. 


