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GfiASPING A HANDFUL of bamboo, Spec. 4 David 
\\'illiamson makes his exll from one ol the rruinv cnnals 
i1' the l\lekong Delta. He is assigned to the 9th 'Inlnntry 
Di,-ision's 3rd Bn., 47th Inf. 
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LP fights to safety 

Cav soldiers smash attack 
QUAN WI - Viet Cong troops 

came out se-cond-best arter tack· 
lini: a grqup or 1st Cavalry Dlvl· 
slon Skytroopers on Hill 5-1, an 
observation post near hen•. 

A mortarman of thf' Isl Bn .• 
7lh Cav. guarding lhe northern 
•ide ol the perimel.r spotttd 
two llgures moving towards hlm 
tarly in the morning. He had to 
hold his lire because of a lislt'n· 
ing post stationed to his front. 
Th•n th• unbtlievable happened 

:J- an NV A grenade bounced orr 
his helmet, without going of!. 

'Thal s~ed the start ol a 
lour-hour Bto rocket auack and 
ral,!ing gun b:ittit . 

All ol tht above-ground bunk­
ers wt.•rr fallin.: under the- bar­
rai:e of B.fO"s, forcing the ln· 

the Skytroopors out and he 
rolled lo the bottom of the hill. 
Whrn he camr to he notkl"d lnp 
flares going of( to mark friendly 
positions. He started running up 
the hill , gnashing on a rock-hard 
pioce ol gum. As he reached the 
wire, two of his buddies came 
down and pulled him through 
the wire into .a bunker. · 

0.... ol the two remaining from 
the LP oould be heard yellini: at 
lhe bollom o! the hill. Six cav. 
alrymen broke from the bunker 
to get him , shooting an NV A on 
the way. When they were all 
back in the bunker, onlv one 
man from the LP was still out· 
side- the perimeter. . 

He'd gone around the northern 

side of lhc r ldi;::e and crawll'd 
ln~ a bomb crater. There he 
pad.ed out from wounds. When 
he came to , he heard two NV A 
talking next to him . He .shot one 
or them and slart<'<I up the hill. 
He shot another just outside the 
perlmeler. Wht>n his buddies 
pulled him into lhe bunker, he 
wouldn't let go or his rirte. lie 
said he wns going to hold onto tl 
until the day he went home. 

With everybody from the LP 
accounted !or, the .30 calibtr 
was free to sweep the hlllslde. 

Contact broke at S:JO a .m . 
T""·elve enemy bodjes and sev· 
eral hundred pounds or enemy 
equipmt•nt wen~ found within a 
frw yards or thr pa1ml'ter. 

~:!!:cE~~~:~~£i~~ ~~~~~oe~: Cobras troops .trap 
c~~~~~· t~reth~a~o~!~:~~,~~d T~= I i I 
two lislenlng posu wore 11111 oul· 

sl~n~:u::::t~:~~ollwo<>ne- destroy enemy force 
:1ve~,~~"':1h ~~~~~0~~d. ~rJ~: 
line lo lhe southeast ol HIU 5-1. ' , 
From th•re they !ired B~o·s and ~ 
lhre-w Chlcom g:renadrs at the SAJGON-Elemenls o( the 2nd Dn., 50Sth InL. Jrd On>:adl." , S:?nd 
bunkers . A rne Division Joined wtth Vl~tnaml'se troops to liall lS V1l't 

Working around lhe rld~r Cong, d•tam one person and caplure sc\'l'n · AKH rifles about 12 
were sevt>ral ravmtn frorn thl' miles northwest of hl1re. 
listeninJC pos1 ( LP) . Thl'Y were flrii;adt• in1t•llis:em·l· n•portrd that t· lt•nwn1s of a VC rt·~1n1t• 111 
1rappt•d In tht nuddlt or thr two " ·t·ri · 111 lht• m<.1rs h~ J;rnds l.Jordt•rini: tilt' S;u~·nn O\' l'r 
t· n t' my platoon" and thl'lr Elt• 111t.·11t~ or Cn. ll . ~0~1h · Jur. hounlt·n tu:hcoplcrs from tlw 
mu??lt" fh1sht·~ "·en• drawln.: bit :\\'1utlu11 Ur q,; uth•"s l'.!lllh Assault ll1: lu·1op tt•r t '11. •:u nl.Jna ts 
t.'nt'my grt.•nadt1S. The <'OllCU!>slon worked tht•1r way UI• tht• r lH·r with the rt•ni;i 11111t ·1· of 1111· t'n t111H 1 11~ 
from the rra1;s lmoclu.•d one ot tor a r1\·cn11e assault. M{'anwlulc n Troo p, b 1 ~. 1 11 ;11 l rn11 . 17th C.1\·. 

wus manru\•erinl: armorcJ pt>rsonnd <.'<irncrs 1111 0 blot.·ki ni; pp~I· 

Grass doesn't hide Charlie 
tlons. • ~ 

from infantrymen, gunships 
T.\.'I AS - Third Bri~ode · ln · 

lnntrymen ol the 9lh Infantry 
Di\'tslon 's :nd · Bn. 60th Int. 
tramed up wlth tunshJps of the­
lrd Squadron, 17th Cavalry and 

gunships of the 7th Squadron, Isl 
Cavalry to k.111 " enemy soldlers 
during alrmoblle operations In 
the Plaln ol Reeds. 

Al 9: 33 a.m. a Capllal lUUlary 

Assistance Command helicopter 
rep or led sirong snlller In· 
dlcations In his area ol oper­
ations approximately 15 mlles 
northwest ol here. One hall hour 
later Initial element• ol lhe 2nd 
Bn. were Inserted Into the area. 

"A Ushl observa llon hellcoi>· 
ler had a squad .i.lze element ol 
VC under observallon and radio­
ed U• lo follow his ship to 
them," said Spec. ~ Chester 
Balley, a Co. A rifleman. "As 
soon as we were in the nreo, two 
VC opened flre on us and then 
btgan running away, We killed 
them. A tsw mlnutes taler, our 
tlgor scout found another vc 
hldlng In lhe bush." 

" That's how ll went all day 
long," added Sgt. Rlch;ird Car­
ter, a squad leader. "It was 
moslly Just a case ol llndlng 
them hiding In tllc grass." 

Less than two hours ofter 
their Insertion, Co. A had racked 
up a total of five enemy dea~ 
and six detainees. 

By DOOO Companies B and C, 
as well as the reconnaissance · 
platoon ol 2nd Bn. hod been in· 
scrtcd Into the area which was 
btlleved lo hold an enemy base 
camp. 

"We had just sat down and bt­
gan our sweep," recalled Pfc. 
Richard Jenkins, Co. B point 
man. "When all of a sudden a 
VC popped up out ol a concealed 
hole and cut loose with his AK47. 
He missed and luckily, I dldn 'l." 

Action was sporadic through~ 
out the afternoon. The instances 
of contact added up, however, 
and u evening fell, the battal· 
Ion's trocips had accounted tor 16 
enemy dead and nine deblnee-s. 

IOhl AINt Pholo 

HUMPING AN M60 machineg\ln is hard work for most, 
but Pfc. Nolan Thompson dwarfs the weapon beside his 
6 ft., 2 inch frame. Thompson is a member of the lOlst 
Airborne Division's Co D, 3rd .Bn., 406th Inf., operating 
near Phan Thiet. 
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CHOPPER FROM THE 17TH AVIATION GROUP BRINGS INFANTRYMEN IN FOR A GROUND SWEEP NEAR KONTUM. 

AHF Phof09 

ATROOPERS FOLLOW A SCOUT DOG. A LRP POINTS TOWARD A SUSPECTED ENEMY POSITION NEAR PLEIKU. 
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GUNNER SCANS PLAIN DURING OF1ERAT/ON CONTROLLED BY I FIELD FORCE. 

I Fie/ti Fore 
NllA TRANG (ANF)-t'rom lerlll•, rice-growing lands •l 

along the South China Sra dttp lnl.u lhe ruggrd lot.crlor 
C<nlnll ll~hlHd• , U.S .. ,rmy I Htld t 'or.e guards lh• lur 
llc.11.l JUiie In the lte-pubUc of Vletnum. 

Control of the war · effort in II Corps 
rrom military and pacifiC.l!lion slandpoinls, 
Field Force Heudquarters locutcd here . 

Lt. Gen. Wllllum R . Peers, commanding general of 
Force since March J%!ii, lrunsrerrcd hi~ comnu•nd r~ 
l.t. Gen. CharlH A. Corcoran. Gencrlll Prtu Is now 
lteserve Components, Wa!.blngt.oo, D.C. General Corcori..n p 
ly held the position ol chld ol sU.11, Untied Slates Milli. 
slst..More Command, Yklnam . 

Five major combat dl·nwnts provide I Fit-Id Fon· e with 
lan•powl'r and moOihly : 

• The 4th lnlunt.ry lllvlslon glUlrds the CKm~odl a and 
LaoUan borders to the Wl"Stt•rn bts;hlands, prevrnllng ene1 y aup­
plles and troops from lnflltraUng Into the area. 

• The1 7Jrd Alrborn• Rrl~ade, \'ll~I lo denying the VI• t Coar 
and North Vietnamese the rkb rkt• harvesb ur tht• Hin Dtab 
,,rovlnre. l!I bused nr:.1r An Khc. 

• Tuslr. Force South t•ontrob .\m<"rkan combat al'llv 
the southern provlnC'f'S of 11 Corp!. . Its hcudquurlcn Is c 
with the command 5>0st or thr %ld Infantry IHvh.lon Army I 
of Vietnam (AltVN) , JH"rmltUnK on-the-spot roordlnuUon. 
tht."lr rrspt•cth·e commundns, thest• unlt.s operalt togrtlwr I 
buttullon opentllons . 

• The 41st and S:?nd Artillery Croups or I Field Forn~ 
prov1dl.' the m·ccssary rirt: support. 

• Thr 17th Combat ,\\·tullun CruuJl, Wllh rour av1at 
lul1011 !'. uni! 11111• ;11r t·;1va/ 1 y !'.lfU;ulr 1111, nm tr 1l1ulr!'. 1110111111 
fon·1·s . 

Also or J.:rt•at import•11u·1· b tlu- 11acir1l'<1llon and nation 
effort pt.•rformt.•<l IJy tl1t· I Field Fort·r C1v1l Opcrution aruJ 
tionury lh•vdopnwnt Support (COHOS) . Ttus udv1sory ac 
dedu·att·d to ht0 h>1n!; tht• Vit•t11:im t'!'. t' t' !'. l:1bhsh fur tht•m 
stron~ nnd fr<"t' t•ouutry 
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