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~2nd Abn 
lears out 

f( tunnel 
"l ' CHI - Jnlanlrym<n of lh• 
I Rdt- ., Slnd A1rbornl' Divi· 
"n · s ISi Bn .. )O)lh Inf .. 
undt'd four rn t m\· and kUled 
r -.·h.Ue unC"'Ovtring a lars:e 
Jpons C'acht> hiddtn in a matf' 
1unnt"ls nt>nr htrt. 

.11. artloa boJao whrn lh• 
talion commandrr ... LI. Col. 
G. Thomas Jr .. anc.J Cpl. 

on L. Parnsh, commander o( 
H, v.·hilt flying O\' t>r the arta 

•lltd a small i.:rour of t•nrmy 
.hf' rs runn1ni! arross an OPt'n 
J . Tht> f'ntmy d1sappt11r'C'd 
1 a tunntl tnlranc..- . 

ht• t.,.·o offkf'rs landt"'d lhl'lr 
t•r\'alton hl'licopltr rn tht lso· 
~1 arf'a and , toit>thtr wllh tht 
11, locatf'd the f'ntran('e and 
ll"d »ertnodts into tunntl. 
.,. st"alt-c.t the.• tnlranrf' unJ. 
n.t-tl onh· vdth ont> subma• 
nt ):Un. and a shotgun, 
1nlN tht.• nrl"a until Co. n and 
dr.s tram Co. n. ht Un., 17th 
\', 3frt\'t-d. 

l urin~ tht• ntxt two days a 
J.:f' C'al·h~ or -.·rapons was ~­
~· i:d from tht tunnels that 
l\',·l·om bt-1..1 tht" art>a, but the 
:\

0 

in lht• tunnl'ls htld out, tits· 
l' smukt .:n·m11.Jt1 and u 
11 1 i.: ht ~·· n111l•·smokt' i:tntr· 
r." Th• :'i\'A apparrnll)' 
• ,.J Ill '' H'a~· :it nl):hl. nnJ 
. .\mt>rk:ms pn•p.art.-d Cor this . 

'ht> Cir)I nii:ht an ambush 
rn Co. B's ht Platoon cut 
•·n 1hre-t t.>ntmy lrym& to rs· 
~ thr tunnels. Tht last night 
.r :\VA -.·rr..- killt<I and ano· 
r in briPC skirmisht>s by a 
nbint'd infantry and C'&\0 alry 
Ct" . . 
n tht thn.~-day operation thr 
di trs took from thr tunn<-ls 
r AK50 ' s, one- AKH , (h·e otht"r 
. ("S, two JtPG·l rockt"t laun· 
·rs and various ty}lf's of am· 
in1tlon, rocktts, grt>nadts and 
s«llantous supplits and 
J1pmtnl. 
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Chopper picks up specialist 
for fourteen months 

. . 
mrssmg 

1 LONG ll!NH-A soldier held rnptivo by· the ViJt 
Cong for more than n year was found in Tay Ninh pro­
vince, 18 davs after his escape. 

Spec. :; ·Thomas H. Vnn Putten wns picked up on a 
riverbank 20 miles north-northwest o( Tay Ninh City by 
wlclier.i of C Troop, :lrd Squadron, 17th Cavplry, attached 
to the 25th In!nntry Division. U.S. Army, Vietnam Moy 5, 1969 

.. ! blew a kiss to the gunner on the LOH (light 

A VIET CONG PRISONER for more than 
a year, Spec. 5 Thomas H. Van Putt.en nr· 
rives at Long Binh on a stretcher carried 
by medics. Although Van Pullen lost 64 

No American casvalties 

Us.AR V l"Mle 

pounds during captivity; doctors a t Long 
Binh described his medical condition as 
"good." 

9th rips enemy hunting. cache 
RACH KIF.N - Co. A or lhe tth Dlvlalon'a 

:nd lln .. ~71h Inf. caught nn NVA forcl! returnlni 
tor a caC'hc which had been dtscoverf'd two we<-ks 
ngo nnJ klll•'<I H wilhoul surrertni a cnsually • 

The a('tloa took pl.a« Ove miles northwest o( 
htr~ "'·hth~ another company of the battalion had 
killod H NV A and uncovN·ed ll box .. of machine 
~un ammunition, 11 8-40 rockets. 13 rtne grenades 
and 1,500 of AK-17 ammunlUon lat• In Mar<:h. 

In addition lo th• H kills, the mochanlzed unit 
caplured !WO )7mm rocollless rm ... six AK47s 
and a 9mm pistol. An tlemtnt ol the 25th ARVN 
Division working In the samt area added five 
kllls lo the lolal. 

The action began Just aftor Co. A's !st Platoon 
had set up th•ir night ambush position. An 
tstlmatl"d 7.5 cnt-n:)Y movl"d out of a woodllne 
dlrt"<'tly towards thrtr po.sltlon. 

Stall S1t. Jawan Thompaon, platoon leader, · 
had lllk•n his patrol to within 200 yards of the 
cache site. "They moved rlcht by our position. 
some as close as nve meters," Thompson ex· 
plained . .. We let them pass: by before opening up . 
They poked around where the cache had been 
hidden.'' 

'lfllN tlle nemy bad movod past the llrsl 
plaloon·s ambush site, the company opentd up 
with their track·mounted .~-eallber machine guns 
and s:maU arms. · 

''They were so surprised they didn't have a 
chance," Thompson saJd. 

Stall Sgt. Alan St~ckland ;aid the entmy 
element .. was extreme~y well dlsclplJned and 
maintained, that ts, unlll we cut loose. Then It 
turned into a rout .' ' ~ 

obsrrvatlon htlkoptcr) that 
pkkl•d me up," Van Puttt'n said. 
·• t'll nrvor forgd lhnl big, 
bt•autlful blond mustache he had. 
Wh••n I jum!'<'d In the chopp•·r I 
i:rnbbl·d tlw pilot's shoulder und 
yt'llt'<i 'l Jove ) ' OU, l love you.' 
Thul wus n·ally soml•thlng. And 
l huggl"<i Jhe- gunnt·r ." 

Van Pu11t n was rlrst flown lo 
the O lh Surxlcal llospllal In Tay 
Ninh and laler to the 241h L'va· 
cu•tlon llo•pllal hen where he 
und er w r n t medical exum· 
lnallons ond debrl•rlnRs. lie 
then flew to lh• Unlled Stales 
for a reunion wllh his family. 

Army doctors ttported he was 
suUerlng from malnutrltlon and 
dehydration, but his C'Onditlon 
was llsted.,.s ··good."' 

Van Pullen had last been seen 
about JD a .m. on Feb. ID, 1~8 

,,. while riding as a guard on a 
road scraper In Tay Ninh pro· 
vine•. lie had b•en In counlry 
11 ~ months up lo that' time. Ills 

. vohlcle was laler found off the 
road. 

111• unit was the 362nd Light 
Equipment Co .. 5111llh Conslruc· 
11on Englnttr Rn., 19th Englnet•r 
Group, where he was assigned 
us a t"OnstrucUon machine oper­
ator. 

A apeclallst 4\ when ht was 
taken prisoner. Van Pullen was 
promol• d to specialist 5 Jun . ,3, 
1969, while atlll mlsalng. 

His first words to the Ameri­
cans in the helicopter were: 
"l 've escaprd rrom the enemy . 
Give me 'ontethtng to eat." 

The soldiers gave him wurm 
root beer, lrull cocklall and chi· 
ckt'n with noodles . "I never las· 
led such delicious food In all my 
life," he said. · 

"Whm tha t chopp<T came 
down II was lhe mo•t beaullful 
thing l"ve seen In my life. WOWI 
I wns wnvlng my shirt nnd arms 
and doing evcrylhing lo &et his 
(the pllol"s) atlrntlon," Van Put· 
ten said . . 

Before being captured the 
6-foot, I-Inch soldier wtlghed 185 
pounds. II• was down lo 121 
pounds when he was brought 
here. 

Ills llral night back wllh 
·Americans Van Putten com· 
plaln•d: "I lry to sleep, but the 
bed ls too comfortable. 1 just 
keep wantJn1 to talk to people ." 

11th Cav tears .ambush apart, kills 102 
- ' ' ~ . 

1 PHU ltHUONG-Eltmenls ol 
th• 11th Armored Cavalry R•gi · 
men! kllled !In •nemy and de· 
taintd s1x more in a day or 
fierce righting six miles tast of 
hC'~ . 

1lMh.._,actton ~gan when . an 
tnt>my force attemptf'd to am· 

· bush an armored rtt"Onnais~ 
unre patrol. 

''The first RPG round was 

of th• ambush, we had them en· 
clr<:led with armor." Bahn5'n, 
Co r m e r commander of the 
Blackhorse Air Cavalry Troop, 
was putting in hi.s first day as 
commander or the regiment's 
3rd Squadron. · Twenty North 
Vietnamese Army <NVA) sol· 
dlen ~·ere killed In the opening 
phase of the action and six sus· 
pects wrre detained. 

area.' Blackhorse elements oper· 
atlng nearby moved lnlo the 
complex ln the dense bamboo 
jungle. • 

The cavalrymen caught an 
enemy force Jn the bunkers and 
battled them from their ar· 
mored vehicles while artillery 
fire ringed the area to prevent 
the enemy from escaping. 

open•d up once again and fight · 
Ing conllnued until nlghlfall. A 
Iota! of . 82 NV A bodl•s were 
found in the area. Seven Amert. 
cans were killed and 28 were 
wounded. 
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·-- Prf'~ature and that was the 
•nemy'a downfall," ldaj. John 
C. Bahnsen saJd ... Before they 
were able to carry out the rest 

Early !hat morning a light ob­
servaUon hellcoptor (LOii) pilot 
had. sighted a bunker complex 
with one individual trying to 
evade detection in the same 

As tlle Bladbone troope!'S 
moved out of the contact area in 
pursuil, !hey were fired upon 
with small arms and rocket· 
propelled grenades by anolher 
enemy Corce . The cavalrymen 

Engineers from the regtment•s 
919th Engineer Co. uncovered an 
enemy munitions cache as they 
swept for mines and boobytraps 
near the battle scene. The find 
Included: 120 82mm and 139 
60mm mortar rounds, 1,600 
rounds of .SJ-caliber am11Junl· 
lion, 20 pounds of TNT and 24 
cans of 82mm mortar fuses. 
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Vietnam communique April 14 to April 20 

Combat act;on slilckens dtiring week 
T1'e r<latln hill hi cr-Dd act!- .-. overheif Ith rockeu and mlnlrun i1~ . slon (Alrmoblle) encounterrd acatte~ Re1lment, operatln~nder the control ol 

~~~•=· ~-~.----~ -• _ u.i.~~ rs l~nd·~~~'l ~~~';~~~: .acu;: ~;:,~~·~~ ~: ~k.Armo~ C•· :,';.~~~.~~~:;?' d~~v du~:!;1d~!'!1~ta VC 1 
------ Old RellablN ol Ille ~ lafaalry Din· . There e no U.S. casualties In the-.alry ·Reglm.Ot, ·under th"e operation•! - · The camp; contlilnln1 25 bunkers ;-was ---

aloa tw...t more t1'luo CH Nem:T • I.be battle. 
1 

· control ol the 1st Cavalry Dlvlsloo, bat· located 12 miles south of Phuoc Vlnh. 

=~.l'::O.~ ,;:':::mi.?~-....,: . America I Div ~~ ~u~~mXP::\'i;. st~ miles south of (See related story on Page t) 
all<r %5~ blutry D~ ~ _,. Soldlers of the America! Division The Blac:thorse troopers were sweep. 3rd Bde, 82nd Abn Div 
tlie Camllocllaa bonlier IMll failed. wttla Ing through the arta when they we~ · 
11ea..,. loaes ta die altempCs. 'The -.. . found plenty to keep them ocaipled dur· Ii~ upon with small arms and auto- Soldiers ol the 3rd Brigade, 82nd Air· 
twee! ~ &Ma 4tt memy 3'0ldlen In lngAth~neenka.lssan- Miro! f-m th• 'th matfc weapons. Retaliating with heavy borne Division's 1st Bn., 505th Inf. battled 
~ese ud otMr actloal l.IWo w..m.. "~v " ,... • v • • fire from their armo~ vehicles, tht an enemy force a mile south of Hlep Hoa 

n.e 11~ Arm«ed Ca~ R<sbnat . Bn., 11st In!. called In air strft .. late troopers also called In artillery to pound April 20. The fighting began about 11 
alse -iw ctioa tll1s ...._ killloc April 11 OD an 'NVA force moYlng throu1h th Th II htf I ted 40 tn t a .m. and continued for an hour and a hall 
112 ~ aboel am ml1e9 w f..- P!na the JWl&l• about 10 miles west-northwest . ..,!i ".:':'~. e~e.:y l~~oidters. m u es and later erupted again for nearly live 
l:lmGll,f. Otloer _, ... ultt ~I of Due Pho. A first-Ught aearch the next Soldiers of the 2nd Bn., 5th Cav. dJs. more· hours. Supported by gunship crews 
u.e ....,1ry .......,ned mostly lla'M aDd da~n~~~o~ ~~t ~,:U .. northwest cov 72 JOO.pound bags of rice April 19 and artillery, the solditr'I. kllled 10 NV A 
IC9ttered ce.Cact. of Due Pho, sunshJp crews of the Wrd same area where 1st Bde. scouts an~~et~~"ru1 ~f~u~~:;~de soldiers unco· 

9th lnl Div Aviation Bn. reporttd kllllnc 11 enemy .In ~';;:; ::~r::i";~ ~~o~e~~~a:i;~r~~=~ vered a munitions cache 25 miles west· 
"We just tightened the noose and WI!· two contacts April 11. 12 II rth f T Ninh Th h u northwest or Saigon. The cache Included 

rhed the Air Force and artillery go to On April II, an element of the 1st Bn. t•r ~~e!sn~edotwo°fNA soidle:S the~.P- 112 llOmm mortar rounds, eight 107 mm 
work. We tept the area illuminated and 20th Inf. WU protecting the Sa H On April 17, the Bla~lc Horse troopers roclr:ets and %7 82mm mortar rounds. 
there wu no place for the enemy to go." Bridie 12 miles southeast of Due Pho on killed 20 enemy sold!•"' In a 90-mtnute 
Thia was the description rtven by Lt. Col. · Rl1lnray I. An estimated 40 'NVA aappers · battle 1lr miles east or Phu Khuonc. 
Dou1l11 D. Smith, commander or the tth attacked the br!d1e In an abortive at· I 
lnrantry Dlvtslon '1 !nd Dn., 47th Inf., of tempt to blow It up. \ 1 sf In Div 
his unit's action a1alnst an enemy bunker . • As E Troop, 1st Cav. amved to ttln· . Action was generally light and scat-
compler April 18. force the Infantrymen, the .,,emy rel· te~ during the week for Big Red One 

Actlnr on a Hol Chanh's lnlormatfon, reattd, leavln1 th~ dead comrades be-) soldiers of the 1st fofantry Division. 
th• soldiers movtd a1atnst the com pier hind. · Soldiers or the 1st' Bn., 2nd Inf. killed 
lour miles northeast ol Tan An. Soldiers of the Isl Bn., Uth Joi. ob- lour enemy 11 mUea east. ol Lonr Blnh 

Seventr-en secondary explosions were se"ed an enemy Con:-e mo'flnJ throu1h April JO, whlle an eJem~lht stt'Ond 
seen durtnc the n~ht and the next morn· the • jungl~V'<~ roothills f4 miles Bn., 2nd Inf. accounted r ur more In 
Ing the lnlantrymen swept the a~a. fin- southwest of Tam Ky April U . They cal- fl1htlnc two miles southwes .An Loe. 
din& ll VC dead, seven Individual wea- led In air strikes on the enemy and later Co. C, !st Bn., 2nd In[. de oyed a 14· 
pons and a machine run. Th•Y also de- counted the bodies of H enemy In a bunker enemy bast1 camp •April 17, cap­
tained 17 suspec!I and destroytd 120 bun· sweep ol the area . turlnc elcht llchl anti-tank weapons, and 
tors . ··· ·· An ·Apr!I U medcap by aoldlers o! the ··· assorted other munitions. 

On April U, soldiers of the !st Br!· !nd Bn., 1st Inf. treated more than 170 During a reconnalasancc potrol about 
iade's 4th Bn., l9th lnl. combintd rorces Vl•tn•m- dvlllans In a vlllage 17 miles sev.,, miles northwest of Lal Khc that 
with gunship c~ws of the lllst Assault northwest or Tam Ky. One of . the vllla· day, Co. A, 1st Dn., 28th Jnr. locattd six 
Helicopter Co. to kill 11 VC In various gers told the Americans of an enemy rice · bunkers and evacuated 600 pounds or rice 
actions live miles northwest of Glao Due. cache that yielded three tons Of rice. rrom the area. 
Other brl1ade soldiers accounted for 30 · . J st Cav ·Div . 11th Cav Regt 
VC In a series or skirmishes In Dinh 
Tuong Province that day. 

Old Reliabl .. or the 2nd Bn ., 31th Inf., 
In a night ambush position a mile south 
of Vlnh Kim April 20, saw 15 VC •• The VC 
threw hand crtnaMs at the Am.er!cans, 
who, In turn, kllled seven •n•mY with 
r1ne II~. , 

In flghtlng throughout Klen Hoa Pro­
vince April 17, eltmenu or the 2nd Bdt. 
Mobile Riverine Foret accounted for ~~ 
onemy. River Raiders of. the 4th Bn., 47th 
Jnr .• with supporting artillery lire, killtd 
nine VC In a battle th~ miles southwest 
of Dong Tam. 

On April U, L( Milton C. Ketne ~'. 
porttd that '"kilts weren't easy to come 
by.'" 

Nevertheless, the 3rd Dn., llOth lnl. kll· 
ltd 20 VC In a 1trl•1 of actions tut and 
south or Mo Cay. 

25th lnl Div 
A heavy mortar attack April n mar· 

tf'd the start or a strong NV A attempt to 
overrun a 2~th Infantry Dlvblon nl&ht de­
frnstve posUon two miles from the Cam· 
bodlan border. An estfmattd two NV A 
battalions struck at the 2nd Bde poslUon. 

Cannoneers lowered their gun tubts .·· 
and Ii~ directly at the onrushing NVA, . 
while Air •·orce runshlps, h.Ucopter gun. 
ships and Infantry small arms lire raked 
Ure attacktrs. . 

A llrst·light sweep revealed a total of 
lttl enemy bodies, alonr with 198 B40 and 

, ~4\~r~1ti~'.1';4 11J~1~:i.c~"'!~~ 
f elsht machine guns. 

A thrtt-hour battle April 20 on the 
southern edge or the .Ho Bo woods r~ 
suited In 41 enemy soldiers killtd by 2nd 
Bde. soldiers, along with helicopter run· 
ships and artillery Ure. 

The Bol Loi Woods that day also 
yielded enemy munitions to 3rd Bde. el•· 
ments. A cache in the area ol several re­
cent munlUons finds Included 70,000 
rounds of AK47 ammunition. 

After two s~ssive setbacks. enemy 
forces tried an lndlrect llre attaclc April 
II on a dlruton posltloA. near the Cambo­
dian border, sir miles south-southwest of 
Go Dau Ha. , 

Slc)1roopers of the 1st Cavalry Dlvl· Elements or the Jtth Armo~ Cavalry 

h ...... ,., 

101st Abn Div 
On Ap~I 17, Scrcamlnc Eagles of the 

10111 Airborne Dlv11ion (Alrmobllo) kil· 
led eight enemy. In Operation Massachu· 
setu Striker, soldiers or the 1st and 2nd 
Battalions, 50lst lnl. killed seven enemy 
In and northeast of the A Shau Valley. 

Two days later, soldl•rs of Co. D, 2nd 
Bn., S02nd Inf. found arms and munlllons 
caches 20 miles south-southwest of Hue. 
The first contained 24 82mm mortar 
rounds. l8 RPG rounds, 2l 75mm recoil · 
less rtne rounds and 103,000 rounds of 
AK47 ammunition . The second cache di · 
vulged JO new SKS and live new AK47 
rtrlcs . 

An element of the Jrd Rn ., 187th Inf. 
killod two enemy A11rll 16 . 

1st Aviation Bde 
Gunship crews of the 1st Aviation Drl· 

gade kept pressure on the enemy 
throughout the week In all corps areas . 

On l\prll U , Raider gunship c rews of 
"the H'th Combat Aviation Oattallon's 
3341h Aerial Weapons Co. reported kil ling 
nine enemy two miles south of TranK 
Bang. 

April 18 saw soldiers or A Troop, 7th 
Squadron, 17th Air Cav . SWOOJI down on a 
VC base camp, cap1urlng a s mall quant· 
Hy of machlneguns, rJfles and munit ions. 

4th lnl Div 
Soldiers of the lth Infantry Division 

met generally light and scattered ac tion 
during the week. 

On April H, elements or the 1st Squa· 
dron, 10th Armored Cuv . received 1nl11er 
fire durln1 a 1wecp 19 mtlc1 1outhcast of 
Plelku. Fire was returned and two NVA 
were kllltd. 

Elements of the 7th Squadron , 17th Air 
Cav . that day also uncovered more than 
23,000 pounds of rice stored In nine huts 
25 mHes southeast of Plclku. Troops from 
the 1st Squadron, 10th Cav, also seized 
more than ~. 000 pounds in the same area . 

April 18 saw an eJement of the 2nd 
Squadron, lit Armored Cav . kill live VC 
who were rebuilding huts approximately 
50 miles southeast or .Pleiku . 

199th Inf Bde 
Reallzlnr the ambush was not yet prc­

par~. a Kit Carson scout with soldiers of 
the llXlth Light Infantry Brigade stepped 
onto a path April 15 and told the ap­
proaching VC It was a friendly VC am· 
bush and to conUnue ahead. The VC pro· 
ceed~ on their w_ay, straight Into a sec· 
ond ambush set up by Co. A, lth Bn. , 12th 
lnr. 22 miles west or Sal~on. One of the 
enemy was killed. 

Later that night, a gunship llre-ny 
miss ion killed two more VC two miles to 
the southwest of the ambush positions. 

On April . 17, cnnnoneers of the 2nd 
Bn., lOth Arty. were credited with killing 
two enemy when they bombarded an 
area seven miles southwest or Due Hoa. 

On April 20, Redcatchers detained 
thr•e suspecu near the Btn Luc River 12 
miles southwest of Saigon. The three 
later admitted to being VC, working In 
propaganda, Uals•n and taxation In near· 

Enemy mortarmen s•nt · ~O Slmm 
rounds toward the tiny outpost. but none 
of the shells ttached the camp. Tropic · 
Uchtnlns soldlen respondtd by pounding 
the NV A poslUons with artillery and mor· 
tar fire wb.ile cunsh.lps crews struck from by villages. 

·• 



A LITILE GffiL, faced with a big canal, finds the answer 
to her problem on the back of Spec. 4 Braulli Ballestros, 
a 9th Infantry Division rifleman, whe>-for onc&-may not 
mind the Mekong Delta mud. 

Americans prof it 
lrom week spent 
with 'ARVN unit 

TIEN TUOM-"It wos really on lntcre:-1tlng experience. o chance 
lo Sl'C' how the Vletnamt'se live , a chonce to learn a lot about 
how they're dlfCercnt from us and how we're oil the same." 

Thul was the reaction o! Pie. Gerold W. Windhorst to spending 
a wrr k living and working with • South Vietnamese Army unit here. 
15 mllt-s southeu<I o! Tay Ninh . 

Windhorst wns pnrt of u sqund Crom o ht nde., 251h lnfanlry 
Dlvblon ln!unlry unit who mnde the week's stay nl the vllloee. 

The sqund. led by Sgt . Pele Bouer. wenl combined ombush 
patrols with the ARYN !orces nl night. and during the day tried 
()ut V l ~tnum ' s food, customs and language, 

.. We lrarned right away that those ARVNs reolly know what 
they•r. dolnK militarily." " Bouer said at the end o! the week ... We 
dldn"I know whnl to CXP<'CI. but the first night on ambush patrol 
they all stayed nwnko nil night. nnd a!ler lhnl It was up to us 
lo keep up with them ." " 

Windhorst says he was struck by Vietnamese generosity. 
.. The people. both the civil ian< and the ARVNs. were reody lo 

share everything they hod wtlh us ."" Windhorst said ... We had a 
lot o! lnvltutlons to eat with them, too, and we tried ju1t about 
everything, even I! we didn ' t eat very much o! It ... 

Windhorst added that he 'd like to spend some more time In 
lhe village. 

.. It wu really worth our while," he sold . " ! think there 
was a big increase In our understanding or each other ,after that 
week." 
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Lifesaving flights first, 
sleep last for dustoff pilot 

TAY NINll-WO Stephen 8 . Peth, u dusto!! 
pilot, put In a hard lour days recenlly while fly. 
Ing In the area north of Nut Ba Den near here. 
The way patients were coming lnt6'1he 45th Surgl· 
cul Hospital during that period, one might have 
thought an entire fleet or dustorr ships was opera~ 
ting in the area . 

While Peth and his crews considered It a 
· routine period, although a little hectic , it was not 

until the !inal figures were In that they learned 
he'd s e t a n e w record for the 1591h Medical 
Detachment's Tuy N t n h standby: 242 patients 
evacuated In four duys of continuous action. 

It all started when, alter a quiet mornlng, 
Peth wu called to aid a Special Forces unit that 
had rim Into heavy contact on the north s ide of 
Nu! Ba Den, lhe Black Virgin Mountain . Although 
subjected to automatic weapons fire from the 
enemy, he managed to fly out 40 wounded during 
the arternoon. 

Laler that evenlnir, a Isl Cavalry Division !Ire 
support base was attacked and Its mcdcvac ship 
disabled. Peth ond his crew ru•hed to the be· 
leuguered oulpast and begun work. Alrcrart were 
drawing !Ire at 3,000 feet us he circled lhe fire 
suppart base. Then a unit about JOO yard• north 
of the base requested the urgent evacuation or 
three m·en. 

Under htavy /Ire, the dustori ;ship •pirated lnlo 
the pickup site. Peth brought tho ship down l<>­
ward a large bomb crater. Unabl~und the 

America/ to the rescue 

ship Inside the crater,4Jte hovered with his land 
Ing llghU on lo speed the loading. Escorllng gun· 
ships ' crews screamed over the radio for him to 
turn out his lights and clear out before he was 
blasted out o! the sky, but Peth stayed un til the 
wounded were loaded. 

After successfully dropping o!! his patients at 
lhe nearby 451h Surgical hospital , he returned to 
e vacuate patients from the Ure support base. 

Peth volunteered that night to remain here for 
two more days. What began then for Pelh was 
an around·the-cloek whirlwind of Oyl ng, chang· 
Ing crP.Ws and alrcrafl but staylng on the Job 
himself. 

Ben Sol, a llllle village southwest of here. 
came under heavy attack . Again, the Dusto!f 
crew led by Peth braved small arms and mor· 
tars to evacuate clvillan and Clvlllan Irregular 
Derense Group wounded. 

Later the third day, Peth was notl!led that a 
Vie tnamese Airborne unlt had suffered numerous 
casualUes in an engagement south or Ben Sol. 
Startin&" In the early aflcrnoon, with time out only 
to dodge Incoming mortar barrages , Peth man · 
aged time and again ta evucuulo wounded Viel· 
namese soldiers from the bultle!leld. 

Finally, Peth and his latest crew setlled down 
for some much-needed steep. However, their rest 
was cut short when the 1st Cavalry Divis ion's fire 
suppart base was hit again . They quickly scram· 
bled to assist, bringing the four·day total to H2 
wounded evacuated. 

Orphan Andy finds a home 
LZ BA YON ET - Ills name ls 

Tran Thul Hong Phuc but to sol· 
dlcrs or the America! Division's 
!Ulh Infantry Brigade, he ls 
simply "Andy." 

Not long ago he wos a war or­
phan who, thanks to a few 
A mer I ca I Division soldlors, 
found a chance to start a second 
Ille with a new !umlly. 

Today he lives In Tam Ky, 
north or here, AS the son or Rn 
orrtcor or the Army or the Re· 
public or Viel Nam . But It was 
not long ago that soldiers o! lhe 
Isl Bn., 52nd In!. found lhe 10 
year old arter a bottle near Tam 
Ky Son VIiiage, where some 
months earlier his porenl• had 
been killed by Viet Cong In a 
raid. 

lie wu taktn to Landing Zone 
(LZ) Bayonet, the 1981h llde. 
headquarters. "Ills clothes were·· 
torn, he looked as 1£ he'd never 
hod a bath and his hair hung 
down to his shoulders," sold 
Spee. 5 Theodore L. Schlepp and 
Spec. 5 Stephen Alexander o( the 
brigade's mllllary Intelligence 
(Ml) unit. 

"He Jumped right tnlo my 
arms. Right then Sieve:. and I 
knew we were going to help 
him," Schlepp said recently dur • 
Ina: one or Andy's.-vlslts . 

After advertising In lhelr 
hometown_ newspapers, the two 

men rtcelved gllls and cash cvn· 
trlbutlons to help support Andy, 
whom they enrolled In a loco! 
school. 

!o~~J 1~010~~ t~h~e :;;~h ~~~i~;: 
and mother" lo their IO·yenr·old 
charge. 

Spec. 4 Michael C. lluckert o! 
brigade psychological operations 
took over be!rlcndlng Andy 
where the two busy Ml men left 
or!. 

"I liked him right away," 
lluck<.'rl snld. " We worked to 
teach him some English . A1 first 
It seemed hopeless lJut one time 
Andy was watching the movies ..,. 

w h e n somethlnR particularly 
runny huppenod . lie laughed and · 
everybody else laughed loo. 
Thal was the turning point - It 
broke lhe Ice between the two o! 
us ." 

For scv~ral months Andy con· 
llnued lo be a reKulur audience 
at the brlJ(at.lc movies und • u 
steady customer for chow. Uut 
Andy's restlcssnes ii showed thut 
the base comp was not the b·e; t 
place for the youlh. 

Through St:irr S~t. ll:io. n • 
Vlclr;rnmcse lnkrprel er, Andy 
was lntroduc l'<l to J.t. Tran , un 
AHVN signal of!icer who legally 
adopted Andy. 

He beats paralysis, flies· again 
. - . . 

NllA TRANG - Maj. George 
C. Stroh had been Jn country 
ei:act1y one month on his rtrst 
trip to Vietnam In 1965 when he 
was hit In the-spinal column by 
an enemy 30-callber round . 

He was flying as gunner In a 
"'Huey" gunship In the Mokong 
Della when he got hit . 

"It felt like I had hit my !unny 
bone or was geltlnK a llO·volt 
shock lhal wouldn't quit," Stroh 
~aid . 

It lmmedlalely paralyzed all 50cond Vietnam lour. 
the muscles on the back o! his He arrived In Vietnam Nov. I, 
up.Per and lower lert leg. He was 1087 and has served as aviation 
medevaced out or Vietnam and ol!lcer with the 5th S!><'clal "" 
began a program or physical Forces Group (Airborne) since 
therapy. July 1968. 

"In thrtt: months I learned to He ts the commander's prlncl· 

use dHrerent muscles to do the fea~s a~r1~f: t~~ ~~0~;~1~0;8~8~£ 
work ol the old ones. I requall· Stroh's Job ts arranging aircraft 
fied Jn all the aircraH I had been transportation for the command~ 
tra ined to Oy ·" er, his sla!I, and all "VIPs" and 

Aller !llleen months In the press representatives who want 
Slates Stroh vo!'.tn•eored . !or his . . lo visit the.Isolated camps. 

~'. I 
1""" Inf Photo 

. A BRIEF BREAK is welcome to Spec. 4 Leslie Blanken· 
ship, an artillery radio operator· of the 199th Light Inf an· 
try Brigade during operations 10 miles south of Saigon. 


