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Vietnam·communique-•. ---- May 5-11 

~6!!!_~~e'!f ~~-.~~~~~~~!:~~ ~~~'!!~?.~. 
ed allnptl7 late In Ille week u 11COnOS of they tlew reconna!Jsance missions to lo- area of operations resulted In another 17 under a very large tree," said Capt. Jo-
allled military ~ were hit by cate the remnants of the NVA battalion VC dead. seph Clary, of the llth Bde. Tactical Op· 

·eommUDllt mortar a rocket Clre.. A.a that attacked LZ ·oasis, 15 miles south· The 2nd Bde. Mobile Riverine Forces erations Center, concerning May 9th's OP· 
NVA baualloa 11DSacmeruUy attacked a west of Plellcu. operating in Klen Hoa Province kiUed 31 eration. 
brigade beadquartera LD the lllihJands. At approximately I : 30 p.m .. D Troop's VC May 4 and 5. Nine VC died under the "One or the men looked up and noticed • 

la bea'I)' c.-ad coatad earlier ta the commanding olllcer, Maj. WUllam C. mini-guns of D Troop, 3d Squadron, 5th soraeone looking back. He immediately 
week. %5tla lnlantry DIY!oloa ooldlen Schweltier, was noUfled that one of his Air Cav. gun"shlp crews during the night fired and killed a Viet Cong. When the 
alDll5Ded aa .-my force ol aa eodJDa&e<t door gunners had apotted 40 NVA uarcb operations south of .Mo Cay and body didn' t fall he went up to bring It 
2tO mea · three miles 10Utheut ol Dau . creuched In bunkers about 17 miles south· southwest or Ben Tre. Twenty-two add!· . down to be searched. While In the tree he 
Tkag. la _...,,. ol Ille battle .,... the west of Plellcu City. Schweitzer ordered ti on al VC died in other clashes through· looked down and noticed five VC hiding 
!ollowbc monalng, the lnf&J>trymea dla- helicopter gun runs on the bunkers and out the province. in a hole Jn the trunk of the tree. lie 
coveTed the bodlea ol 102 Nartll Vlftaam. by 2: 15 p.m .. 37 NVA dead had been con- kllled the other five at that time." 
..., ~ aoldlen. firmed. J I f D. · The s ix dead VC, two wearing blue 

Screamlac Eqlea ol the 10111 Air· Continuing the reconnaissance nights, Sf n IV and brown clothing, three wearing black 
._ Dh1sloa eaded their at.day phmce the same unit saw lO to 50 NV A moving and one wearing green, were killed seven 
LDlo the A Sbaa Valley, OperaUoa Mas· through the open one-half mile south or miles northeast of Due Pho. 
aadlaellll Strilur, aad accoaated ror 171 the previous contact. Gunships and arUl· Initial contact with Viet Cong forces 
eaeDQ' kWed aad Iona at Coanmudll& aup- lery ripped the area and 20 NV A kllls was made May S when a recoMalssance 
pUea and maalU.-. were confirmed. platoon from the 2nd Bn. lStb Inf. re·' 

During both actions Alt . Force For- celved Intense automatic weapons and 
ward Alt ControUer pilots were on station RPG fire. 
to direct alrstrikes on any NV A escape Llght Fire Teams, tactical alrstrtkes 
routes. · and arUUery saturated the area. The en· 

· The 'S'1 kills by D Troop brought the counter left four VC killed by artillery 
A savage battle May lO in which 25th --· 4th DlvWon's total for the day to 118. and three by ground fire. 

Infantry Division soldiers defeated an es· Other actlon from one-haU to six miles 
timated 200-man hoetUe force turned out , east and one-hall mile to the west In· 

25th lnl Div 

ht Avn Bde 

In an action southwest of Phan Thlet, 
B Troop 7th Squadron, 17th Air Cav. or 
the 17th Combat Aviation Group klllcd six 
Viet Cong. 

Llght observation helicopters spotted 
to be an even bigger rout thin Orsi 9th Inf Div volving units of the 2nd Bn. 0 lSth Inf. re- some bunkers and trails; on one trail 

-----lhought_Jn_aweeps_oLthe_battlo_~rea nilled Jn anotherJeYCJLVC deaths and they saw a man and a woman In the tru· 
three miles 1outhe11t ol Dau Tlenr the one 1u1i>ic1 detain~ - - - d1t10nal black pajamas of the VC. · - · 
mechanized and ter troops dlsconred SS The Mekong Delta echoed the 1ound1 In the rice paddl inanh land and Twenty-eight alrmoblle rlncmen were 
more bodies brlnrlnr the total to 102 or battle May 4 and ~ as the Old Reliables thick Junrle 1% miles w f Ben Cat, Co. landed and once on the ground spoucd a 
North ~etnameae Army ooldlers killed. or the tth Infantry Dlv!ilon killed 100 Viet B, Isl Bn .. 25th Inf. d yed 100 bunk· man In uniform. The team wos llrcd upon 

On one sweep operation a company or Conr In daahe1 throurhout Dinh Tuonr. ers, captured JO somm mortar rounds and killed one enemy whllo returning the 
infantrymen fourht the NV A In a bunker Klen Hoa and Loni An Provinces. and evacuated 50 pounds o( rice. fire. Cobra gunship crews which hud 
near the site of the battle, AU elrht were In Dinh Tuong Province elements or Seven additional VC were killed and been fl ying cover pouncL'<I on tho area. 
killed. The Tropic Llghtnlnr troops con· the 1st Bde. killed 51 VC in night and day two suspects detained In other firefights When the smoke cleared, ono VC wu• re· 
nscated more than 24 tons of rice from operatlonJ. Teaming up with gunship throughout the division'• area of oper· ported klUed by the chop1>eu and two by 
various locations throughout the area of crews ol the 9th Aviation Bn. In a night aUons. tho r lrlemen. 
contact, and alao uncovered el&hl AK47 operation U miles northwest of Cal Be, Continuing their sweep throu~h the 
rlnes. Recondo infantrymen killed 21 VC and °" area the team found · four more enemy 

May 10th'• confrontation Included a destroyed four 11mpans In seven sepa. A merical Div . who had been kllled by helicopter crews . 
wlnnln& combination of 1round troops, rate fights. Infantrymen of the 4th Bn.. Two suspects were detained when they 
artlllery and air 1trlkoa 1trlppln1 away l9th Int .. operaUn1 six miles west of Cat were found hiding togeU1er In some bu;h. 
the opp0nent'a hldlnr pl~ces In the thick· .. . Be, located and ltllled l3 VC durtn1 sepa-· "The company (a reconnaissance pa- es . Ono had a weapon and the other wus 
ly wooded area and allowln1 the a1Ue1 to rate llrefl&hts, trol or the 1st Bn. 20th Inf. I Ith Light Inf. nursi ng a shoulder wound from a grc· 
destroy the enemy force. nac\c. They were dtsurmcd and removed 

.. Thero were 10 many bun\:en we Just to tko rear for mcdlct1l treatment uml In· 
didn ' t have time to blow them all," said tcrrogatlon. 
Lt. Richard Nash, a platoon leader with n Troop's rlllemcn removed 
the 2rd Bn .. %2nd Inf. "Some were 10 r . were 
tough we had to uae three and four blocka from Uio area. 
of C4 plastlt expl~lve." 

1 
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1st Cav Div 

Beads or iweat · llreamed down tho 
foreheads of the 1quad of infantrymen as 
they aat beneath the mid-day sun, well· 
hidden on tho aide of a trail 25 miles west 
11r r~P.!111 vtnh Me1 n, 
hefr!l•~e~~'.\'.':.n/1 \l'rl' J.t:"s.A'lr'~lh ·~~ 
aaw five North Vietnamese Army 101-
dlora approachlna them, With weapon• 
cocked and ready, the Skytroopera • 
walled unUI the NV A aoldlera were 
dlrecUy within their slrhts. Suddenly, the 

. NVA· were hit with what must have 
seemed like a lead wall. . . 

·~we kllled tho first three rtaht away, · 
however, the othera scurried into the 
bruah. A• they ran we wounded one and 
detained him. The other rot away," said 

· Spec. 4 Adam Moore, a rifleman with the 
ambush element of tho lat Cn'a lit Bn., ~· · 'l ~ ··· 
~th Cav. 

An element of the 2nd Bn .. 12th Cav. 
operating about U miles northeast of Tay 
Ninh ensaged an NV A platoon In bunk· 
en. The NVA employed small arms, 
automaUc weapons and B-40 rocket gre. 
nade fire. 

The friendly unit attacked with orr•n· 
le ftre and caUed for artillery and Aerial 
Rocket Artillery. After about two and 
one-hall· houn of battle, aintrtkes were 
called In on the bunkers. Eight NV A died 
in the battle. . . 

In other action, 25 more NV A were . 

~I~~ ~Ji~e1;~~~~~-:ft~t no~r:i::~ 
of Tay Ninh wlth-Mx reported ltlUed by 
1t1nshlp crews of the 1st Squadron, Ith 
Air Cav. 

\. 
4th Inf Div 

Troop D, the air cavalry unit of the 1st 
Squadron, 10th Armored Cav. was credit· . 

· .. 

199th Inf Bde 

Redcatchers of tho lGGth I.lwht In· 
lantry Jlrlgudo and Government of Viet· 
nam fo rces ended a six-day coNlon-and · 
1curch 01>eruUon U to U miles aoulhwc:-il 
or Saigon Moy 5. 

A l!Jlil Of 4,19~ v1~,l~fff!lil~!e fiY~l~tt~ •-••/ ra•••••d "" llta lflUU 1 Wh lli1t rn, 
11u1to Jn H VJot C:onat lnlriuuruoluru pttr­
sonncl, nine llol Chanh• and nine VC 
suspects detained . 

"From all aspecis , WO elrecilvcly SUI· 
urated the area, coming out with ex· 
cellent results. Wo had good lntclllgente 
and a lot of information come from the 
Jlol Chanhs and the detainee .. Quite •uc­
co11tul,' 1 ilald MuJ. Dehttl1 fl , Jlluhlowe1·: 

JOJst Abn bl'I 

Opera tion Muaachuaetta Striker, a 89· 
day.lon11: pu•h Into the A Shau Valley end· 
ed May 8 afler accounting for 178 enemy 
killed and an Impressive amount of Com· 
munl1t supplies and munitions captured. 
- The operation bel(an with an air as­

sault by units of the 2nd Bde. anct the two 
months or combat that followed were 
marked by th~ dl•covery of several lf!1· 
portant caches that the enemy abandoned 
aa It re treated before tho advancing 
Screaming Eagles. . • 

One cache, believed to be one of the. 
largest in I Corps this year, contained • 
more ·than 100 tons of ordnance, signal 
equipment ana medical supplies, In· 
eluding 832 SKS rlnes. 

The final tally for the operation 
showed 859 Individual and 34 crew served 
weapons captured, two detainees, more 
than 138,000 round• of small arms ammu· 
nltton, more than 2,000 crew served 
weapons rounds captured, and the dis· 
covery of 13 yehlcles, 11,000 pounds of 
grain, and hundreds of pounds of other 
supplies and equipment. · • 


