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Vietnam comniu'nique .. May 19-25 
+ 

Cong rdpted 
gadelast camp al An 'Loe. 

sharp ·clashes • 
ID 

Communist irunn•rs hit mllltarv and 
civilian lllrgrts ntnr Sal~on with a bar· 
rnir o( mortars and rockf'ls throu11:houl 
!ht wttk, la brny ground acllon through. 
out \'ltlnam. 

In ont six-hour botll• ln\'OMng sol: 
dltrs of lbt 9th Infantry llMslon :ll \'ltt 
('oi.i " ·rrr klllf'd as h\'O tl'K"m.)' .,Nm· 
~.Jnlf'!i attrmplrd an assault on an aalllrd 
pc•ltlon. J • 

In acllca lhroughoui the 2Sth Infantry 
Dh·JsJcn's arras er oprratk:n, many \'h-1 
Ccng soldiers wrre killed as a rtsult or 
sharp contat.•ls. 

Snldltrs of tht !Olsl Alrbornt DMslon 
cepturod a 3,000.loot·hlgh North \'lrtnom­
tsr mountaintop (ortrrss durlng tht 
wttk, klllln.i:; o•·rr SOO N\'A soldlrrs In thr 
~<lien that )"5tod 10 day>. 

9th Inf Div 
Two companies or the 9!h Infantry OJ. 

vision 's 2nd Bdr. tl'amed up wilh gu,,. 
ships to kill IH Viet Cong In a sir-hour 
balllr sir milts northwe>I ol Oen Trr on 
May 2l. 

Shortly alter 1~: 30 p.rn. May 11. ~V .. \ 
soldiers ~~an a strh•s or probes a).:ainst 
the.a outpost. For six hours sporadic burst~ 

' o( small 3rms and automatir Wl'apon~ 
firt tor~ into the Rl·~ional Forrl'S position 
and tht villagt• . 

By l p .m. the following day tht art•a 
had bf>tn !h'C'Uft"d and the bodit•Ji O( 53 
NVA solditN wtrl' found . 

In ·otht.'r actions 10 NVA sotdit•rs wt•rt" 
killtd by hunt•r·kill<r teams 10 miles 
north"•est or Lai Khe and thn·e more 
were killtd rive miles northeo st or Quan 
Loi. 

1st Cav Div 
Rt<"ent attl'mpu by North Vietnanws e 

Army soldil'rs to O\'errun 1s t Cav.:.lry Di· 
vblon tire support basu C'Ontlnued May 
13. Two firt." support bas<.'s were hit in thl' 
earl)' morning hours by indirect fire and 
a ground attack rollowed . 

Al 3: l5 a .m. lhe llrsl or . 200 82mm 

l"ausinJ: li,;ht damag,'. 
Multiple action• In lhl' r••l ol the dh·J. 

slon's an• ;.1 of orwratlons saw Skytroopers 
kill IN NVA sohlit•rs for a day 's 101:11 or 
:!tL 

America/ Div 
A l'tl'Onnaissnnrl' patrol or Co. G, 75th 

Inf. spot tf•d H well usrd troil l'it:,ht milt>~ 
south of Due Pho on Muy :?5. 

.. Sho rtly artt.•r spottini: t)'lr trail. 15 
:'·forth \ 'i rtnaml'S l" Army soldiers walked 
by," comnwnted Spec. l Gt•orgt• Sirron. 
" Thl'O fin~ minutrs lalrr rive morl' NVA 
used the ·1rail. We decidl•d to set up an 
ambush bu l just about lhUI tinll' Oil\' O( 
our nwn was spotted." 

Throwing grrnadl•S and layini:: down a 
. ht•avy \'olume of firl' th t' raniwrs killt'd 

onr NVA soldil'r bdorl' the !ir~ rh:ht end· 
t>d . The patrol t'&llf'd tor gunship:s whkh 
skimml•d lht' area but found no sign or 
tho NVA and tho unit was alrlirted out. 

4th Inf Div 
mortar rounds hit Landing Zone Joe 17 Nine North Vletnamtse Army soldiers 

. milts soulhwe>I or An Lnc. Followtnr lh<• wtre killed Moy H In action by lth Dl\'i· 

One company from the lth Dn .. ~7th 
Inf. wu alrlJC!td Into the area eorl)' In 
tht day, Light action was established lm­

·medlatrly upon landing as gunships from 
D Troop, 3rd Squadron, 5th Armored 
Cav, killed lour VC during the landing 

barrage an tsllmatcd NVA company al · •Ion lnlunlrymen 11 mill'• norlhw1•s1 ol 
• tacked. Pl t lku. ·~ . 

With Atrial Rocket Artlllery and an The action slart~~IO a .m. whtn the 

operation•. · 
Heavy ll~hllng btgan In m ld·afternoon 

f<hen thr Infantrymen round an estimated 
100 VC hiding Jn hootches In thick nips 
palm growth . Tht VC were well armed 
and fought back wllh heavy aulomallc 
W\'Bpon and Rockcl Propelled Grtnad• 
llre. 

Artillery and air unit• were called Jn 
to support the lnf•ntrymen · whlle another 
company was beln& alrlllttd to relnForce 
them. 

The battle lasted Into the nl&hl wllh 
the Old Rellablts klllln1 5' VC and thr 
11unshlps addln1 29 more. 

Ll&hl acllons In the Isl and 3rd Bdt. 
areu or operation ruulltd In an addl· 
tlonal H VC betnr kllled1 • 

In Operallon1 Sptedy' Express and 
Toan Thur Ill, · elemtnt1 ol the 9th In· 
lantry Division kill«! 131 enemy ~oldltrs 
and detalntd six 1uspeeu. Nine Jndlvld· 
ual weapons were captured. 

25th /nl Div 
In actions throu1hout the 2~lh Jnranlry 

Divisions area or operations on May 20. 
Tropic Llahtnlnr soldiers and attached 
elemtnls · killed 0 Viel Con1 and North 
Vietnamese Army soldiers durtn1 mul· , 
tlpl~ contacts. · . . i 

The most alrnlllcant Ond ol the day 
occurred when A .Troop, 3rd Squadron, .tth 

AC-17 Spooky gunship supporllng them 3rd Platoon or Co. t Squadron, 10th 
. the Skytroopers drove the NVA back ar. Armored Cav. allacke undrt<'rmlm'<I 

trr less than an hour or lighting. E ight size tncmy force . Arte noci·lvlng srnull 
NVA soldiers dl•d In the a11ack and four arm• and 0 -lO rocketJlln>, the un it wus 
wore detained. n•lnlorctd by the 3rd Platoon , Co. II, 3rd 

Al llrst light an eltment of tht 5th On ., On .. 12th Jn(. Contact wn• lost nl noon 
7th Cav. madr a swtep or !ht area art er a half-hour Cl~ht. 
around LZ Jot and round 25 tr.!mm mor· Arlrr an exchange of gunCln• durln~ 
tar rounds, seven 107mm rockets, and tht action , artillery was callrd Jn tu su11· 
tlrht AKH rllles . port the Infantrymen. . 

The other lire support base lo be hll Air •lrlkos , called In lo support In· 
was Landin& Zone St. Darbftra 18 milts lantrym•n already operalln~ Jn the un·u. 
northtasl ol Tay Ninh . A barrare or , productd one secondary rxploslon . 
about 40 112mm mortar rnunda hit tho LZ .· A aweep or the area by Infantrymen 

Armored Cav. operatlnr elsht mllu · '"Co• 
northwesl of Cu Chi discovered a hurt r . 
hospital complex Jn the country _ store_-·--~ _. _:__ 
arta of the Bo Loi' Woodl. · · - bl 

The hospital compln cover«! a 200· by 
200 yard area and .consl11..i of 30 lndlvld· 
ual bunkers most ol which were 12-Tett· 
square with four fttl ol overhead cover. 

Durlnr an operation In the Citadel re· • , 
rJon stven mlltt northwe1t ol Cu Chi, sol-.,.;).\ 
dlers From the Ill Bn., S08th Inf., 3rd ~. · 
Bdt .• 112nd Airborne Dlvblon unit under 
the operaUonal control ol the 25th Dlvl· 
slon) attacked an unknown size enemy 
lorce well tntrenchod In bunkers. 

Artillery was call«! In to 1upport the 
tnrantl)'men presslnr · the attack. At 
a bout dark, Clrtn1 ceastd and a swttp or 
the area uncovertd U NVA 10Jdlers, st~· 
en AK47's and two Rocket Propellod Gno-
nadt Launchers (RPG1), . . . 

In another acUon In the nme area sol· 
dlers from the 2nd Bn., . .14th Inf. dU· 

• covt~ a 200-yird ··tunne( complu that 
w1S belnr us..:! to stori · a munitions 
cache. The llnd~iulsted ol 18 RPG 
rounds. 

fst Inf Div 
A major baltlt tnipltd r...;m what be- " 

1an IS a minor North Vlttnamue Army 
- ----probe·or ·a Rerfonal-Fo~outpost-near--------·--·---- ·-· 

the village or Minh Due lour mlltt south-
w .. t of the Isl Infantry DIYlslon's Isl Brl· 

------. ---------

' unl•o\•t•n•cl nine NVA drad und st•n•r:ll 
boXt·< or IHO rot·k1•1 ~n·na1h'S ani l '"'Oil· 
!l'ss riflt• rounds. 

A gunship Crom the llh Arn . Jin . l'l" 
l'ei\·rd fire Crom st•vt·n t!llt'l11\' ~uldit•rs uu 
the· ground 33 miles southwt:st of Pll•iku 
whale rlyin.: l'O\'t'I' for an t•x tr;ll·tion d1011· 
pt•r. 

Tht.> i:Unship lTl'W n•pnrted killini.: 
thrt.•l• of till' hostiles whill· lh l· r~muimkr 
!lt>d thl• an•a. 

23rd Arty Gp 
CannOrtl'l'rS or the 23rd Artillery 

Group killt>d :!9 Vil'I Cong during !'il'at· 
ll'rt'd fire missions o \·er till' Wl'l'~C 

Four hi~h l'Xplosive 10Smm rounds on 
an It & 1 tharassmtnl ;rnd intt·rdiclion) 
tllr):l't five miles southeast o{ Tay Ninh 
n •ap·ed lan:l.' rewan!s for Utry . :\ , 6th 
Bn .• 15th Art\'. early May :?J . :\ sweep th t• 
lollowm~ mOrnin.,; n•veuh:d U l"lll'n

1

1y 

bodl~'a,·rial obSl' r\'er rrom the Isl Ode .: 
!st Ca,•alry Division called Cur rlrc nn 
four Virt Con~ trudt.:ing do\l.'11 a road 
1·i~hl mile• norlhWl'51 or llau Tii'n~ Oil 
the urternoon or Muy H . lltry . II . 61h On .. 
Uth Arly. rcopond\'d Crom Land i n~ Zorll' 
While scoring lou r kills . lltry. II killed a.1 
additional Viet Con~ in an earlll'r mission 
nl'ar the same locu tion. 

111h ACR 
North Victnnml'S C Anny snldh•rs (ln·d 

10 60mm mortnr rounds into llll' nh~ht tic · 
h•nslve pesilion of A Troo1•. lsl Sqmulron . 
11 lh Armored Cavn lry ll l·gitnl'lll six 
mill'S north of Xuun Loe durini; the eurlr 
mornln~ houn1 May :l-1. At dawn the l"ilV · 

nlrynwn hl•g:an tru cklni.: IJIC'm dnwn . 
" Afll'r we g:nt hit . we i.:ot mud, " sulcl 

MuJ. John llulrnscn, !ht• Isl Squad· 
ron commander, "so ut first lla::ht we 
scurdwd lhe Ul'l'U 1111111 Wl' spoltcd fh~ lr 
trnU . We went Into flu· wel•tls u{tt·r 
thl'"l. " 

Artillery ond tnctlcul ulrstrlkes wen~,. 
l'mploycd. Flfll•en NVA sohlkrs Wl'n· 
kllled In the flrcflu:ht nnd thl'i r wcnpon!'I 
ond two . ~O l'ullller hcuvy 111nrhl11ca::1111" 
were cupturccl . 

199th Inf Bde 
A tolal or 5~ mcmbc'" of the Viel Con~ 

!nfraslruclurc ( VCI) hove hccn 1lclulnc<I 
a1 of M•Y 22 by llw IUUtlr l.l~hl lnfuntry 
Urlw:iufe In cordo11:ii rll'ur Ben Luc , IK 
miles southwt~~t of Sulg:on , over the 11 :1~1 
eight duys . 

The brigade I> assisted Jn tire n111·r· 
allon by the 501h HcKlmcnl, 25th Army or 
Iha Her.ubllc Vietnam (AllVN) J)Jvlslnn. 
The hr gadc proce,.cd u lolul of I ,53H cl· 
vlllans through II• Combined Holding und 
lnterrogallon Center (ClllCL 

During the cordon approdmalely 1,000 
civilian• were led and shellered for a 
two-day period. They were entertained 
wllh movies and mu>lc by a cultural dr• · 
ma group from lhe Lon~ An Province 
Psychological Operallons Team. 

~'Ive VC were killed In acllon along 
lhe cordon's pcrlmcler. Thre• of the VC 
were killed by Navy Hlver Patrol Boats 
on the Yam Co Dong River. 

Another two VC were killed by Co. A, 
3rd Dn ., 7th lnr. during a night ambush 
operation . 

101st Abn Div 
Soldlera of the IO!st Airborne Division 

and South Vietnamese Infantrymen cup­
tured and occupied· a l ,oolt.root·hlgh 
North Vlelnamese mountaintop fortress 
along lhe rugged Laollan fronller lhc 
paal week In lhe lenlh day of heavy Clght ­
lng to take the poslllon. 

The allled force stormed !he Dong Ap 
Bia mounlaln (Hamburger llfll) from 
four sides . The seizure .of the mounta in· 
top came afler ten prevlou• a.uaul ts 
failed to move the North Vietnamese, 
who· llred rocket-propelled grenades and 
machlneguns from bunkers bulll to with· 
•tand bomb and napalm strikes . · 

Over 500 NVA aoldlers perl1hed al the 
hands or the IO!sl and the ARYN •oldlers. 

The mountaintop overlook• the A Shau 
Valley, .a mwjor Communist aupply depot ... 
and •!aging atea for attack• In !he north· 
ernmo•t I Corp> Tactical Zone. . 

\ 
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"" LAST PLANK IS LAID PONTOON FLIES INTO PLACE 

Enemy blasts vital bridge, 
new one flies, f loafs • 1n 

I.Al TlllEU - Enrly In th• 
morr11ni.:, un explosion rocked 
the •lecpy vllln~c of Lal Thieu. 
Within minult·• bewildered vllla· 
i.:ers came running from lhrir 
holl\l'S In tht• slle of the ex­
plosion. Onl·e there they ruhhl·tl 
their eye1' In tt:iitonl:thmcnt. 

The H~O-fonl Phu l.on)( BrldJ,:c 
w h I<' h for :m mnny yt•urs 
spnnnt•tl the Snl~on Ulver wns 
now rrlpph•cl hy VC suppers 
henl 1111 dn1'i11i.: lht• mujor llnrs 
uf •·0111111 11111t-11tlon 111 Vit'tnum. 

llrfor~ lhn mornh1)( 1mn had 
fully rlst<Jt, eni.:lnecr'1 from lht" 
IOlllll l•'luut llrid~e Co., l~Ulh En­
i.:l11N·r Group, 20th E11i.:i11('er 
lltlc ., uruh·r !ht~ tllrt•t•tlon of t.t. 
ltlt'lmnl llnmin•:i, wcrn 011 the 
\ltc n•ro1111lni.: tho clnmni.:e . They 
wrrr 111·c11111111111h•cl hy AHVN tn· 

1:lnters ot the JOJ:..t Comholt En­
~lneer nn ., lOth AHVN En~lnr.r 
(;roup , 

Shortly tl11• decision wus 
rcnchrd lo put In an M~TB float 
hrldt.:t', t1'1crehy rcopenlni.: lht" 
north Suli.:on by-pass, !ht• route 
which tho brld.:a servku. The 
hrtdi.:a compuny would 1lrovlde 
lh t hrldi.:lni,: um.I lcchnl<·ul nssls · 
lunr1· 111111 the ,\HVN rn.:lnrers 
lhc musl'le ror ltw n!l."it'mhlr 
."illlt.:l'S , 

A mujnr prohl1•111 lnlllully Ur· 
nstt clue lo lhe PCl'lillurlly or the 
hrltli:r's lcu.:utlon. Dt-nsc vei.:etu· 
lion coverr-d the sho n ·s nt lht• 
rlvt·r. nrul It wus vtrtunlly Im· 
posSrhlc to lnllutf' und usst"mlilc 
the hrhh.:tni.: nt lhc ~II<' where 
the rlont hrtcli.:e · wus to be em· 
plnC't"<I. Const•q1u•nlly, !he :cllll· 

ation l'allt•d for thr 1ln11tnOns tu 
ht• 111(iu1t·cl tn un npt•n nrt•u lhn·t·· 
fourths nt a mile mlnnd und Int· 
f'r lrun~porlrd lo the brltl~e site. 

The snlullon tor trumq•ortlnl( 
wus c.:IO!!t<' ut hnncl, whrn u Cll·~-4 
Flyln.: Crn nl' wu:t t,:nllt•ll In to 
skylltt eu1:h 11ontoon from the Ulil· 
'iembly urt11 10 lhe river. Tht" 
pontoons Wl'rt' l'Urrlctl to llw 
rl\' rr upstrt•um from !ht• hrld>:l' 
~lit• . 

At thb O\lrrutlon prn~rt"~~rtl, 
u1111rnut'l1r1 lo lhl' flnu I hrltli.:1· 
from !he 11111111 rnule In the rlvt•r 
bank!e wrrc helnlo: reudlt•tl hy 
bulldozers 

The lus t pltt·e or hulk wus st'f 
Into plnC'e by one AHVN uiu l on«" 
Aml•rlcun ~ni.:tneer. Within min· 
t1lu !he roudwuy w1u npr111·tl 
und tru((tc bt.:nn lo flow . 

WORK CONTINUES ON FLOATING BRIDGE KIDS CROSS NEW BRiDGE 


