
Some enemy get inside 

Skytroopers · li!pel desperate 
(. 

LZ JAMIE - A desperate all•mpl by 
North Vietnamese regular~ to storm ti 
rl r t.>base was rl"pclled by Skytroopen 
r {'("ently. 

The target was this base camp ol th• 
2nd Bn. , 7th Cav .. Isl Air Cavalry Dlvl· 
slon . Whrn the sun rose afler a rur ious 
night, 75 NVA bod~s were counted on 
and around the LZ. 

When a trip liar went oil near the LZ 
at 12 : ~5 a.m. no ·one was surprised. At 
l : 10 a.m. another trip rlare sprang into 
lhe night; an observation post reported 
five Individuals lying on the ground . Im· 
mediate reaction followed as the area 
was sprayed with allled artillery and or· 
ganlc weapons · 11re. 

At 2: ~O a .m. the men on the LZ kn<-w 
the attack was for real. Between then 
and 3 a .m. approximately 200 ~ounds or 
107mm rockets , 60mm and 82mm mor· 
tars Impacted In the LZ. 

· ln tM- mlrtft or the rocket and mortar 
bo rrnge, the .uckllng of small arms fire 
was audible . ._f'rom three sides, the NVA 
pourrd towal:i the perimeter. '" Just as · 
the mortarstere hitting, sappers bleYJ 
th• wire," s d Sgt. Vaughn G. Hood, a 
squad leader Ith Co . D. " We opened up 
wi th M80s , M!8s and claymores; the 2nd 
Dn., 19th Arty, fired direct lire." 

The concentrated enemy fire and the 
holes In the wire blown by bangalore tor­
pedos allowed the NVA to penetrate the 
wire and charge towa rd thn~e of the per· 
lmeter bunkers. 

"They occupied three bunkers. Our 
men moved In towa rd the TOC when they 
saW they would be overrun. There ~re 
at least 12 NVA In each bunker," sa id 
src. Durwood L. Potts . 

Some ol the bunkers had been buil t 
with cyclone fence surrounding them . 
" That rence saved our lives, " said Pre. 

Ole/ Reliables rout 
hullish gate-crasher 

ground, two Vietnamese men st· 
cured the bull And removed him 
from the camp. 

Larry M . llufr. "The NVA got up to the 
fence, tried to blow It , but rouldn' t. We 
were able to dlrl"'Cl mortar fire on the gap 
In the perimeter wire and kept fi ring a ll 
night Jong." 

On 1top or anotbtt bunl<fT was Spec. 4 
·Larry Smet with hi• M60 machlnegun. 
Only the ma chinegun · and his hands 
showed over the top or the sandbags as 
he pumped round after ex ploding round 
Into the charging NV A. Ins ide the bunker 
the Skytroopors manning the riring ports 
shouted dlrecUons through the din . 
. Meanwhile, with the violent sounds or 

battle all around , three bunkers were 
lilied with NVA . One bunker was ell ml· 
nated by direct IOSmm howitzer fire. 
"There were enemy swarm ing all over 
the bunkers, " sa id Spec . 4 John W. 
Broclh "and the !OS just blew them -
and the bunker - away ." 

Another bunker was retaken by the 

TAN TRU - This base camp, 
home of the 9th Infantry Dlvl· 
slon 's 2d Dn., l!Cth Inf., took on 
all the aspects of a bullfiaht ring 
when a large Vletname.e bull 
decided to make the area his 
•lomplna ground . 

It all started wh•n a very 
small boy decided to lead a very 
lore• bull through the camp. In 
Itself lhls would not usually be · 
cnuse for excltemenl, but when 
11 noby J.umbrettn arrived on 
rho .!Cl'nt~. lhlnJ.:!!1 stnrted hnp· 

Enemy loses 51 
day-long clash • 1n 

penlnc. · DUC PIIO ..._ Durlnt1 a recenl search and clear mission In an 
· area lour and one-hall mile• south or here, Co. C, lrd Bn., Isl Inf. 
Ile charged through the camp or the America! Division, led by Capt. Doots Blanks Jr., m•do heavy 

In tho wuke of soldiers who contact with a battalion-sire enemy force. 
~~~ 11=~/~~~~e~~~~· 1~0hlb~d~a~i - - Tho · 11th· lldo.- soldlers held thelnround and · kept the enemy 
movln~ trucks . busy while two more companies and armored penonnel carrlera 

· rrom ~; Troop, ht Cav .. moved In ror the kill , A total of 51 enemy 
On the prowl for more action, ) Wl' rt' klllcd In the acllon . 

the bull thundered towards nirr, . "We were walking lhrouah cane and potato llelds In a wedge 
C, 2nd lln .. 4th ·Arty. Maj , Edw n formallon, " explained Start Sitt . Willie T. Helms, !st Pio loon leader . 
A. Den~ le Jr., lhe executlvo nrtl· " There. were •u11ar cane fields to our rear, hed1terows to our rlvht, 
rt•r, hud by this time heard ol n hlll to our left and nolhln1 but open potato rlelds to our rront. " 
tho pretllcnmcnl nntl was there The enemy wallf't! until the Americans reached tho potato rlelds 

. wnlt lnt: for the bull . : : · ,. boforo moklnfl lhelr move .' "When we 101 well Into tho potato 
Advanctn1 behind a barrn1e Ileitis, wo •tarted recelvlnc sniper lire," rontlnut'<I 2nd Pia loon 

of smoke Krenades, De•Kle be· leader LI , Paul ll. Yamada. · , . 
unn movlnt1 the bull aouth ond "We started roturnln1 lire, and that's when lhey throw every· 

. out of the cnmp. Denglo ml~ht thlna they had at us . We be1an recelvlna RPGs, automntlc weapons 
hnve succ·eeded hnd the bull nol fire, and small arms lire from three std., and 1ullored heavy 
erllnnKl•d hlm-.•11 In n rence cnsunllles. The NVA were du1 In with bunken and 1plder hole•. 
while trying. lo t•scnpe . " They were• all over lhe place like anu," commented Helms, 

" Most or tho men In my platoon wore hit by the llrsl low burs11 of 
The nnlmal quieted down Im · 

medlatoly nnd hi• snd eye• 
<eemod In sny "Chleu llol." 
Tnklng pity nn the bull, Den~le 
odvnnced lo lend aid. 

nutomntlc weapons ·llre." 
Tho America! Division soldiers then called for support from E 

Troop, who Immediately ~sponded with six APC• ·under the com· 
mand or Stall Sit. Gary T. Whitnack. "The first thing we did when 
we got to I.he area was to give 1upportln1 fire and get the wounded 

Atlnut 10 minutes later, 
Dcn~le Pi<·ked hlmsel! or! 

n• to •nlety," explained Whitnack. 
tho Early In tho action, he suffered facial wounds from an Ma 

round but, refused medical attention and rontlnued lo coordinate the 
Al'Cs with the Infantry unit. 

Arter the wounded had been cared ror, the track• were- put· on 
line nnd began sweeping toward the enemy. "We put down a heavy 
base of lire and then began to move over the enemy poslllonJ" · 
Whltnack continued. "As we pasn'<I the spider hole•, we to .. ed 
grenndes Into !hem. · . 

"They cou dn ' t have been In the area very Jong-because .we 
· cnnducted a patrol throughou1 that area Just three doy• before tho 

action look place and there was no sign ol the enemy." 
LI. Col. Gtorge V. Elll•, commandJng orltcer or the battalion, 

explained the over-all operallon. "The operation developed In text· 
· book form. Although Co. C had sullered heavy casualties. they · 

maintained contact with the enemy and fixed his position-while Co. 
B combat assaulted to the south or the acllon and Co. D acted In a ... . i'•"I 

"We were able to box the enemy In a horseshoe ,type cordon !> · ~: ·. ~ 

men of the battalion . "There were still a 
fe w NVA soldiers tert." said M.Sgt. Da· 
vld A. Vallee. " They threw In rrags a nd 
when those didn 't do the job, we went in 
and shot them." W . 

0 v er be a d, aerial rodel artillery 
(ARA ) and the Air Force were In con· 
slant action. Air strikes and ARA filled 
the night with sound, and C·lU " Shad· 
ow" ships li t the night with their fl a res . 
With all th ei r fl a res were gone and heavy 
ground to air lire bursting around them, 
the pilots continued to circle the area us · 
Ing their landing llghts to provide the 
n•eded Illumi nati on. 

It was 8: U a .m. before the enemy had 
had enough and broke contact. F ifty . 
three NV A were lert behind Inside the 
perimeter and, as Co. D swept around the 
LZ the following day, they found another 
2% enemy bodies . 

reserve capacity. 'I".~"· • ~ 
and made It pracllcally Impossible !or him to maneuver. Contact !: · , 
-wos mnde with the eriemy at B: 30 In the morning and he was not · '~ 1 '- .. 
able to break rontact with us until · 8: 30 that evening, which al· ._ i.. 
trlbuted to the large number or casualties he s~." • • -

Weapons captured Included _4 Aials, 2 light Clilcom machine- . THIS POINTMAN, leadini: dismounted troops 'o{ the 2nd · 
. KYO!, I hravr Chlcom machlnv:un wllh trlpo<J, 7 RP~ roun<l,, zo Bn. (Me<:h), 22nd Inf., through thick bamboo in the 
!'d~t;;~•):':il"::i~1~;,,~~~ !~r~ ';;~ ~=~:~~e:-r"di . Enemy pack• Trapezoid, comell to t_h_e alert when he spots a heavily 

In summarizing the action ~Ill! §~Ill, "I consider the action to camouflaired and fortif!~. e~emy bunker. Infantrymen 
va..been-very..1ucce11lulr 't'e-were-able'.to-ward·olf-fulure-at1acks - Of - the , 25th- Infantry - D1v1s1on B· 3rd · Bde,. on a sweep of ·---· 

against llrebases In the areft ft"'' Uolrt the enemy severely." the area , uncovered more than 250 bunkers. . 

\ 
. ' 
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Reliables ·kill 53 7 VC • 
ID Delta 

Monsoon rains didn't · stom lo rut 
down oa o!K'my ac!Mty during tho wook 
as sevoral sharp g-round clashos bl~h­
llghlod action. 

Old RoHablos of the 9th Infantry Dh'l· 
sloa made •bamblts of the \'l•l Cong, 
Jr.Ul.l.ag more Ihm 500 R<d soldl•n wltllo 
openllng In lbe M•kOOK D•lla and S<>ulh· 
f'MI Ill CorpJ Tac1tc.-al ZoM. 

A day-long balllr eruplrd In Ibo Amer­
kal Dh·,lslon's aroa of OJ><'r&llonJ n•ar 
Due Pbo, rosulllng Jn %8 enemy slain. 

Skylroopors of the Isl Cnalry Dh1· 
sJoo dJsC"OYf'rf'd a large- recd and wrapt>M 
each•, and tn ono dav's aclJGn, killed 21 
NVA soldiers . · · 

The IOJst Alrborn• Dlvl.don's major 
thrust scuthwest of Tam Ky, OprraUon 
Lamar Plain, had killed 113 •nemy by tho 
Oncf Of th• Wttk. 

9th Inf Div\ 
Old Reliables of the 9th Infantry Di•·i· 

slon experienced heavy contact In their 
area of operations during the past WC'tk . 
klllln~ 537 enemy soldiers. 

Eleml'nls of the .9th Division purllcl· 
pullnK In Operullon Spl'cdy l::xpreu end 
the Toon Than11 Ill Compolgn killed 102 
Vici Cong, detained lour suspects and 
captured 21 Individual woopons ~lay 28. 

lnfanlr)'men , hellcopttr Gunships, or· 
tlllery und olrslrlkes teunml up yosll'" 
duy In three provlnru of the division's 
area of operations to klll tho 107 VC. 

In Long An ProvtnC'e the samt morn · 
Ing Co. U, 5th Rn .. 60!h Inf. and Gunships 
killed seven VC and capturtd three AKH 
rifles nine miles east of Rach Klen. 

Loter In the doy the reconnaissance 
platoon of the 5th Bn., 60th Inf. and sup­
porlln¥ ¥Unshlps end air strikes killed %3 
VC In a flerl'e fln·fl~ht el~ht miles north­
tusl of Tun An . 

El~hl more VC were killed In other ac· 
Clons In Lon.: An Provine~ . 

A du)' ruhl on a bunker ~ompll'X 11 
mill's northwest or Col Re In Dinh Tuon~ 
l'rovlncc hy elcml"!lls of the 2nd lln., 39th 
Inf. resulted In H bunkers belntc de· 
strorctl und el~hl VC being klll<'ll . 

25th Inf Div 
In nn action which lusted throughout 

tlw duy Moy 30, Infantrymen of tho %"h 
fnfnntry l>lvhlon swc1•t Into a susprctrd 
Vll•t Conx poslllon nnd In a sorles of fire ­
fights, ulr strikes nnd nrtlllcry strlkl's, 
killed 75 VC. 

A gunship from the I IBth Assuult llrll · 
l'OJ>lcr Co. recelVl'd fire while flyh1tc ov<•r 
tho Jlo llo Wnods JO miles northw<••t ol 
Cu Chi. 

Culllntc on the 2nd lln., 12th Inf., on 
putrol nearby , tlir xunshlr> ll'd an nttork 
on the position. 

A sweep In the early nfll'rnoon turnl'd 
up H VC bodies. Tho swtep also showed 
that there w~re sen•rul VC rorntrtd In 
lhl' nrl'n . Air strlkl's were callod In and . 
were followed by a heuvy artillery bar· . 
raae. 

Several or the VC fried to shoot their' 
way out or the trap In tacllrs which 
would have been a credit to John Wayne, 
but unlike tho " Duke," they Jost . Eleven 

· more VC were klll••d In tho rnsulng fire· 
fl~hl. 

A final sweep at dusk turntd up one 
.51 cullber mal'hlnegun. tO AK·~7 rlflos 
and a llocket Propelled G rcnndl' launch· 

1st Cav Div 
Skytroopera of the tst Cavalry Divi­

sion (Alrmobllc) dl5covercd a larga food 
and weapans cache and killed %1 NV A 
soldl•rs In actions May %8. 

., 
Cobra gunship from the ?29th Assault 
lll'licop~r On. spoiled the moyenwnt or 
an unknown size NVA lorre In the Yil'in· 
ii)' of a bunker complex. The l'rl'W lir<'d 
rockt•ls and machirw~uns Into the . area . 
and n•porttd killing two NV A soldiers. 

A Huey crew from another <.'lt..•menl o( 
the 2:!9th, approxlmah•ly 16 miles north· 
tast of Tay Ninh. reported killing three 
NVA soldiers wh(•n thl• d1oppl'r ret.'l•ived 
~round hrr. 

A Isl Squadron, 9th Air CaY . 'chopper 
operat ing 25 m iles soulheast o( Phuoc 
Vinh also r~ceived ground fire from an 
unknown size enemy ror<.·c. Tht" choppl'r 
rrew la ced tht• t•nemy wilh machinci.:un 
lire. reportedly killing three NV,\ sol· 
<Jiers. 

On ~lay ZS, <'ll'ments of !ho Isl On .. 
5th Ca\• . d1sco\'C.•red a large food und mu­
nirions cache whilt• sweeping an area :!O 
mllos west of Quan Loi. 

An addit ional I I NV A soldiers were 
killtd Muy 26 by Sk)'lroopers In other ar · 
lions . 

· America/ Div 
A fl•rc<' day.tong bnllll' t•rupted In the 

Amt·rlral Division'• 11th Ll~ht lnr. lldl' .'s 
oprratlonal zone May 31 two mill's north 
of Due Pho near lllghway One. 

" We were moving up the river (Son~ 
Tro River) bordl•rln~ somt• rlCl' poddlc:s 
th<.'n Vt'tred north Juit us Wt!' had done for 
the past two days," said Lt. Fronk Ju. 
cob•, lh•• forward observer for Co. C. tst 
Rn. , 20th Inf. "We ~G•n to move lo· 
wards thick veg<.'tatlon m•or somr- grove 
mounds when ull of a rndden all hell 
broke loose , Tht•y were throwing heavy 
automatic weapons fire at us "Jllu> · wn• , 11 • 
nude:c , Rocket Propell,.d r.renudt>:t and' 

~mm mortar round~. Thl• hot otrtion 
made ii difrit' Ult (or !ht• dustofl >hip> to 
gt•t into the arra.". 

Tht• f.."Ompanr. pinin·d down by 1h1• 
NVA forct'. radiot•d ror aid wh1ll• !he tn· 
fantrymen hl•ld their ~round. 

As the !ii;:ht ing inl'rease<l, ..\rrnoretl 
Pl•r:sonnl•I Carriers or E Troop . lsl 
Squadron, I.st Armor Cuv. mo\1f'd In 10 
i:l\"e aid as Co. D, lsl Bn .. 20th Jn( . wa ,; 
<.'ombat assault~ to thl• art•a. aidinR tht• 
infantrymen in killing:.?~ t.>fll'm)' . 

1st Inf Div 
Ten VC were killed, H bunkers dl'· 

s trayed and more than 2,000 pounds of 
rll'e was c aptun•d in li1-:ht actton!I rur Bi..: 
Ht-d One lnfantrrmen Mu)' '17. 

Co. n. 2nd Rn .. :?8th I n(., SWl't>ping lhl' 
jungles 18 ntilt's Wl'S t of Lai Kht. lu<.·att-tl 
2,000 pounds o( rice und dt>strO)'l'd (our 
tunnels and two sampans. Thl• sampans 
wert sunk as thl' company t•rossetl lht> 
Rach Lon Rivei'. 

M Troop, 3rd Squadron, I llh Armor") 
Cavalry Rl•i.:lml'rH, undrr operauunal 
control of lhl' 1st IJIYls lon, found und tlt'­
slro)'l'd lour hunkl'fl 13 rnlh•s l'nst of lll'll 
Cul. Tht• slrul'tures rontulned '""'" Cln'" 
more mints, ~30 sma~.arms round!\, 
thret• hand ~renad.·s a ~o pounds of 
rlct•. 

The VC kill• cnnw In m ny smull '"" 
llon:s which ulso ntlted the lnfantrynwn 
rl\'t' lndl\'hlual wropons. 

4th Inf Div 
A day.Jon¥· balllo May lt In !he relu· 

tlvtly orwn urtu 11 mlle:s southwt•st of 
Kontum rrsuill~I Jn 5l NV A soldier> 
killed us lth Infantry Division In· 
lontrym1•n and the NVA lon'l's hnlll<il 
lntn the nl~hl. 

Fi~htinx be-~:ln I 9 u .m . "lwn Co . l\ . 
1st Rn., 121h Inf. alter bein~ ai1 lilted inlu 
tlw ~'n·a. nrn into hravy aulomalll' wl'ap· 
ons, small arms and B-40 rOl'kl•l fin• 
from an NVA fon·e \\'l1ll·l"ntn·11l'hrd in 
bunkl•rs. 

Rt•tµrning thl• Hre. thl• infantrymen 
du~ in and <."ailed for air strikes . Thn·t" 
;ilr !iilrikl!'S blustt•d llH• NV.A imslllnn:ot but 
the riJ,!htini: t.:ontinut•ct. At noon. t'o . n. hi 
lln., l:?th lnr. was brou~ht 111 to reinfon.·t• 
Co. B. F'i~hling l'Ontinucd lht.> n•sl o( llll' 
day but by nightfall had diminished 111 
sporadic (iring . 

1991h Inf Bde 
l.h.:ht al'llon lnvolvlni.: ll l·tlc.·all'ht•r 

un its ~tay :!M n•sulh•c1 111 sax NVA snhhrrs 
and one VC killect. 

F:lenll'nls of th<• ~lh Jin .. l~lh Inf. 
wor king with ell!mcnts o( lhl• 11th Ar· 
mored Cnvalrr llt'l:imt>nt :JO mill's eas l · 
norltlt'ast o( Saii;on 6.!llarkt.•d u NVA (orn• 
o( unknown sii:e . Six NVA sohlll'rs dit•tl in 
lhe cns uln~ Cin·Cil:ht. 

Thn•e VC in a sampun drifll•d unrler 
ilu· ~'"'' or Co. ll, ~lh Jin .. lllh Inf. 10 , 
mll l':t Wl'sl of Sali.:011 . 0111· VC wus ktll1·cl 
In till' flr cflghl. 

11th ACR 
A suqlrlSl·d VC pntrol nntl un t•qu~11ly 

surprisetl 11th Armon•tl Ca\•ulr)' lt1·i.:i · 
nu•nt Pink ll'UIH nu.•t on u lrnll Mn)' 2ti 
wilh lhe initial ~lt•mrnt of surprlM• 111rn · 
In.: nii;ulnst thl! VC . 

The Pink .h•um, u .LIJ.:ht 01Jserv111in11 
Jlelkopler und u Cobru~nui.W1• . was n·· 
lurnln~ from u mission when the 1•lluts 
s1uHt1•cl riVL' VC on u ht>nvlly wuoclt-cl tnul 
six mlh•s northcnst nl 111<· • lll111·khnr>c 
!Just• t•um1> ut 1.un..: Goh>. fiVl" 1111lcs south 
o( Xuun J.1w. 

" I tlnn't know who w 1u llllU'I' Mii .. 

prist.•11, us or lh1• t'lh"lll)'." s11l1I I.I. Huhlu 
Wt•11h·r . 11u• t'obru pllut . ' "l'lu- fiv1· t'lll" 
111y ~ol U!t·rs wt•r1· wulklnJ.: down the trail 
ll k1· llll')' ow1u~cl II. Wt• ~non 11111 u ~top lu 
thal." 

Thi' flvo• VC wen• klllt•ol 111111 llll' l r 
wt•111uu1~ r:q1t11n·d hy tlu~ ('uhrn 1·ri·w . 

101st Abn Div 
First lli!t? , h{'ucl•11111rh•rs n( lh1· IOl.'l 

Alrhnrne l>l\•lslon, hrlJ.:a ilc· l11fo11lry nucl 
:1 11pport 1•h•11w11t!'I u111I 1011~ ol lnJ.:blh- ~ 
hUVl' IH'Cll nlrlHl1•1I frn111 ('1111111 1-'.nJ.:lt.'. 
t·h.:ht mllc•s soulh u( 11111-, lo Ta111 Ky . IOU 
miles :..outh o( llt11• In prcpurallnn tor Op . 
c•rullon Lflmur l'l:tln . The opcrnllon . 
wl ilth wus lnillnll't l May 10 , IS 1·r11lcn•cl 
In llfl Ul'CU HJ lllllt•s MUllllWl'!\I o r T11111 Ky . 
'1'111' 1rnrlld11nll11..: fmTc'" huv1· 1lw 111b~11111 
nr l' ltj) lllrlllJ: 01' fl1•!\lfll ,\' lll~ t ' llf'lll)' (UtTt"!\, 

mnlt'rlul 111111 l11!\t11llullu11s wllhu1 llw 011 · 
crullu1111I ureu . A.'i or Mar JO, 11:1 1·11c111y 
hud hct'n killed . 

Uy mld ·u rternonn or M:1y lff, ullwr ;11 .. 
tlllery , l11lun1ry a111I i\l'l'lal ltm·k,.l i\rlll· 
lery t•leml'uts had nrrivrtl ut T ;uu Ky, 
ulvin~ lhc brl~ucle its cnmlml ca11a hlli ty . 

1st Avn Bde 
Monsoon ruln:-i: und low hangin~ duuils 

wt·re t•>Cpcrlencccl 111 nnrtl1w1·s lcr11 II 
C.:orp:-i: May 2K, hut not c·nou>:h lo !\IOI• 
Cobru uunshl(lS of the S2nd Cumhat Avn. 
Un ., 17th Con11Jut Avn . c;p. from !\lll•ndn1: 
u rockl't position ~ mile ~oulh o( Duk To . 

Around noon, the Cobrus o( the 35l s t 
Avn . <.:u. ( Esc:ort) took lo lh~ :-.kl l•!\, 

"We wen• on u sl:rnclhy miss lcrn ut 
Duk To. Just wultln..: for someont~ lo i.:ct 
Into trouble," suid·WO Don I.autonsch luc · 
wcr. "Abou t five miles southeust of Duk 
To. I monitored un emerj.!l'ncy radio 
transmission lrom Duk To. Tht•y Wl're 

· taking Incomi ng rockets ." 
WO Mark Clotreltcr, who ulso picked 

up the cull, suld. " I sow severnl !lashes 
come up from the 50uth side or the rocke t 
rld~c (one-hull mile south of l>ak To). " 

Working wilh a Light Obscrvallon 
Jlellcopter <LOii) of the Isl Infantry DI· 
vision. approximately 12 miles southeast 
of Tay Ninh, troopersoMhe %27th Assault 
llrllcopter On . were llylng a reconnals· 
1gnr~ ml~~IP.n Whfn l~P 6Q!I r~1rr11vr<! 1raund flt• · A Cob•• 1unohlp P<>Unuf< th• 
suspected rnf'm)• po1ltlon with rock•t_. ttJtJl'!t _Q • ( h 
and mlnlguns . Two NVA soldiers were re· THICK ~\"•lHt:l!".,i·Ylll(!ltl\*ton sur- members o t e 

The alrcraU commundL•r o( the wlnl( . 
>hip, WO J , Allen Porter, explained thul 
ijn Air t'orcc t'orwurd Air Controller 
droppec.J u m.wrklnic round und the two 

lOlst Airborne Cobra• rolled In behind II , unloading 3,SOO 
---portud . klllod.-----~----rounda-:a-PQil)k1 ia'Qi.M -he-begins-Division. 

Twent)'·fiYe miles oast or Tay Ninh . a an. early mom1J'if . ~~~ol with fellow 
· - -- pounds . or fircpow~r . silencing the enemy 

activity. 
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HARD 011 what he 

THE ARMY REPORTER 

Division movea forward with rifle ready 
durinf an early morning reconnaisaance 
patro north of Hue, 
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4th' Inf troop 
hits enemy unit 
with wall .. of ·fire 
PLEI ~!RONG-Five miles north of here 4th Infantry Division 

cavalrymen from C Troop, 2nd Squadron, Isl Ca~ .• -clashed with an 
estimatl'd NVA company and killl'd 40 onemy soldiers , 

The pitchl'd battle began lat e in the afternoon, a s the cavmen 
began to knock down bamboo thick•ts to improve fields of li re for 
their night location. 

Twtaty-llvt yards away, NV A soldiers, fortified in their night 
location of camouliaged bunkers and a network of spider holes, 
initiated contact with a hail ol 840 rocket s, Cl!ICOM grenades and 
small arm s lire . 

C Troop 's 2nd platoon rrac ttd 
quickly os Stall Sgt. Charles 
Sokolik countertd with 90mm 
canis ter round• and a barrage of 
.50 and .30 caliber machine gun 
lire. 

"I swung my 90mm in an at . 
ttmpt around to neutrahze thtir 
largest volume of incoming 
lire, " said Sokolik, "Then I 
aligntd my platoon <iemtnt s 
and fired In mau." 

A• C Troop' • 2nd platoon be· 
gan , knocking tnemy soldiers 
dow th a wall of automatic 
weapo Ire, tht Isl and 3rd 
platoon• antuvt'red through 
the thtck unele undererowth to 
outdtstanct' and hammer away 
at the tnemy lianks while mor· 
tarmcn ttrotd rounds of 81 mm 
high explosives al the NVA com· 
pany's mldstctlon . 

Contact was broken by the 
NVA unit as they lied north. 

A sweep through the area by 
Co. C, 2nd lln., 3~th Jn(., along 
wilh !ht C Troop cavmcn, dis ­
covertd th• bodies ol 40 NVA 
1oidlers. 

9th guns 
'perforate 

32 NVA 
, 

TAN TRU - Third llrlgodo 
soldiers of the 2nd lln ., 601h JM. 
utilized the firepower o( !S~mm 
s e H-propcllcd howitzers and 
40mm dusten in a direct fire 

~~d 1~w~c~~i~~! !~~t~2 or"'l{~~ 
Klcn. 

The inlontrymtn come into 
contact with on NVA platoon 
while on air molJlle operutlon•. 
Tho NV A 01>encd up on them 
with eomm mortors und at lco1t 
lwo mochlncgun~ . 

82nd 'Airborne slices up. Red bunkers 
Out ol ""'l>ecl ror lhe enemy 

firepower, the unit'• command· 
In~ o((icer, LI. Col. Fred K. Ma­
huH<•y, moved hi• troop• into a · 
cordon while urliilcry und Air 
Force Jct lighter strikes pound­
ed the ureo . 

" Arter tho ulr slrlkcs were 
completed , my company begun 
movJng In ," sold Co. I\ com· 
monder Lt. Henly need. "We 
drew fire from the enemy," hu 
wenl on , "lml my men movetl tn 
regardless und blew lour or five 
hunkcn ." A chc1·k or tho hluste1l 
hunker• rev1•11h·d lour cuomy 
dcod, 011 A K47 rl llc nnd u 11111 · 

chlnei:un. 

CA~f P RED BALL - Woe to 
those who stay In their bunker 
complexes whtn tho 3rd Ild< .. 
M2nd Airborne Division 1llces In 
from nowhere wllh a surprise 
11ir ounull. 

One such opcrollon happened 
on o mornln~ when Co. A or lhe 
1st . on :, ~Mth lnC. nlr assaulted 
Into a susp<ctcd tntmy slron1· 
hold . Once disembarked In tho 
area nlcknnmed "Top Cal,·• the 
soldi•rs wtre harassed by a lone 
sniper, The troopers ellmlnaled 
the sniper with little lroub~ and 
procrtded further lnlo the hot, 
swampy arr-a . 
· lmmtdlatt-ly the Amt'Tkiln• 

made contact with an esUmatl'<I 
company 1ize force or NVA . 
Capt . JcHtry White ordered his 

' men back lnlo a deltnslvo po1I· 
lion while c111ln1 In KUn•hlps. 
Wllh the combination or both Co. 
A and the 1un1hlp1 they killed 11 
more or the enemy, . 

Durln11 thl• time Co. B wu air 
llltl'<I Into a blocltln1 position to 

' the south or "Top Cat ." With Co. 
A 10 the north, and Co. B to the 
south, t~o NVA· were trapped. 

As soon as Co. B depioyl'<I 
lrom ' the chopp<rs, booby. traps 
hamperl'<I their search, but, tak· 

' ln1 , lrw casualtlu, the men 
movl'<I rorward. During this 

lime Capt. Toktn Patterson , 
commander or Co. B calll'<I for 

' medcvac, 
Seleclln1 a 1ullable LZ they 

waited ror !he chopper lo land 
and take the woundl'<I to urety, 
but u the medevac came in 1ov· 
en NVA opened up with l11ht 
weapons lrom the brush line. 
Gun.ships were a1aln called In, 
klllln1 all seven . 

While movlac out DMe a1ain 
Co. B stumbled into a m11s or 
tunnel complexes, and while · 
doing so also ran Into the tat· 
terl'<I NVA force tryln1 to floe 
th< . area . This time lour air 
strikes were calll'<I for and whtn 

' the smoke ond dusl cleared 
away , 20 enemy lay dcod . Thir· 
1y-el1ht NVA were slain by the 
Red Devil ' s thot day while turn ­
lne up close to 100 bunker com­
plexe1 and one lleld hospltol. 

In ad<lillon, &,700 pounds or 
rice, anlf.lank mlne1, ff2mm 
mortar .rounds, one ~·rench liuht 
machintgun and numerous other 
we~ons and munitions were 
found . 

While taking (cw casualties 
themselves tho unit did lose one 
or their Kil Carson Scouts . lie 
wu kllltd by a booby trop while 
llltinK a tin ~vcr hiding a tun · 
nel. · . 

" We were lukeu under fire 
ogoln ," •uid need. "Thi.< lime 
we moved buck und let lhc 155s 
and dusters go to work. Thul 
was the most bcoutllui sluhl In 
lhe world ." 

Following lhe dlr.,.,1-Ure orlil · 
!try borrogc , Co. A moved into 
the contact orcn . The enemy 
oguin resisted. Co. A killed lour 
NVA nnd withdrew, calling in 
Slagle gunships ol II Troop, 3rd 
Squadron, 17th Air Cov. und 
-.,: unshlpN of lhc 2-IOth Assault 
Jfellcnpll!r Co. 

LOSG BISll - Thrre Mililary Pollce· drlvtr or the MP V-100 Commando Car gcttin2 worse all the lim e so oil we could According to need, " These 
m<•n (~IPs) reccnlly •oved several soldlers which tscorted , lhc convoy, "I radioed the do was lie there and hope ,' .. the driver s tr ikes knocked out at least one 
from o fiery deoth when, despite heavy llro NCO In char11e or the convoy and told him explained. • enemy mortar position ." 
ond wounds, they pulled the men rrom a It was under attock and that we wtre going Shortly allcrward1 another chopper, o Aller ·the gunship ruM , the 
burning htlicopter during an enemy amliush forward to provide support." • Huey, landed about 20 leet lrom the MPs . soldiers ogaln moved oul. Co. ll 
of n 1st lnlantry Dlvi~ion convo)". As the · MP's V-100 reached the ambush " We started crawling for the chopper picked up another klll whlie Co. 

The ~IPs from Co. C, 720th MP Bn. wtrt zone, ii was hit by two RPG rounds, set· when it got hit by a grenade ond. started D and the llecon Platoon killed 
part or a slx-mon armortd tscort team Ung the vehicle on lire and wounding the burning," the NCO expl a ined . one each. Three enemy dead 
" 'hich rtgularlv accompanies the hue• truck thrtt·man crew. · " We got up ond got the men out of the were credited to the air st rikes. 
co ru\·an from htro olone QL 13 to the Quan , " Th.re wore !lames tverywhere,'' the chopper but the Hames reall y made It All ground clements except 
Loi bust camp co~x. • V-100 NCO In chorge rtcallc<I, " we were rough. One or the door gunners wns s till Company D withdrew early In 

Rtc.ntly, when the convo)' was ntarlng all hit and didn ' t ha\•e time to grab our strapped In and his clothes wtrc on fi re. · lhc evening. Tho rema ining 
its desimolion some ~5 mlies north of Sal· weapons. ·Wt 'just got. out or thero os last Our driver ran over, got him out uml dra g· compuny maintained a vigil 
~on , an unknown size NVA force op<nl'<I . as we could 8'nd took ,cover in some elc· ged him away," the V-100 NCO continued . lhrou11h the night. 
llro on th•• lruck1 with automatic w~apon1 phant 1ran b)' the side or the road ." . They oil stoyed down In the grass unl it Co. D killed 10 more and d is· 
and rocktl propelled xrenades (Rl'G•J. T~y 1tayed ' In the grass, unarmed and a ht lnlanlry Dlvillon armored task force covered nine additional bodies. 

. "We were Dt3r .\a loc when I hoard an wounded, .:(_,..._ some time. A light obscrva- moved in and drove the enemy all, ending lhrcc each being credited to 
----uploslon-and-aaW-a~mu•hroom-ol-llameS-Uan-U~ -.111ad"--lln__uruucces.sluLat=._thLllve·hou.r,..batlle_ whlclLJclL H _ol _ lhc _ Illry. C of the 2nd Iln .. 4th Arty .. 

In the mlddlt oC the convoy,' ' explained the tempt 10 11:• 1 ' ••m out. " The enemy l ire was enemy dead . Air Force Jets and the gunships . ) . 
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~TV happenings 
~ 

~vi; •vPPll.O ., AFVM .... Cwff'llno Nt-

""" J-tl'-on Win.,, 

:\fonda~·. Junf' II "'" ... vo11 .. y ; '"" LO It ·~ ,,,. Tnt Pallt'rn Mu11c 
:'11) ll01- 1t10 

,,,.. .... Oo Ntw1 
Frtda)·;(Juu '""' Eo:11 s ... 111...an 

""' lonot\10 • """ Ao0un ,,,. Tnl llallttl'I ·1"'u1 lc 
1100 GE (Ollf'9t ao.1 ,,,.. Slon On Nf'WI 
17JO (...nllt Stn ''"' •• ~;'°~':~ Wlntrn "'' Whol1 HO~ll\Q 

""' ... 
'"" JoO.lt' Gtf'Cl.on 

'"" •• Rowon &. Mortin 

'""' e .. ,.,, ,.,o 
·~· Ill)) ... ... PlcJUO 

""' I( roll Mu1lc ... ,, 
11)) 1n1orrno11of'! 

"" G""""'o'it "'" "°" Alc., tn Sho• 

'""' LCllt Nl''*I 1 .... .... 0t'IKllvn 

"" Jr:.y 81""°1) :s,Nw ,.., Evirnlno 
··~ ~"' Ci limn Comoe.11 

Tursdmy. Junr 17 '"" W ild W ild Wt•I 

'""' LO It ....... ,,., Tt1I Pot.....,n Mu11C 
::1i TonlQl\I .... 

1,,.l " .. Oo ,.., .. 
Salurday, Junt 14~, Sporh 

""" C.Unvno ... 

"'" lili<MtO Olomol'\d ""' Tut Pontm Mulll" 
11>! Honty WHI lld S•on On N-• ,.., J«ry LNr l l llOO Jtrry l.f'""'U 

""' E vtf' ll'IQ Nc-wl '""' Wiid Wild Wot 

""" Wl'Qlftf't 1 ... G lff'ln Compe:,orll 

""" Corol e ..... ntll "" B iiiy WO!Ur 1 (°"""try 

""' ~tor Trt' 1100 Lo,.rl'fll<• Wtlll ...... 
""" Loft Nno ,,.. Ltr ·1 Sp.roll v .. tnomt-u 
U IS Ao"""""&. Mortin ""' lh.,t-rly HlllttllUt'\ 
!lJO P u"' ...... "" N.nn .... 111e Vt<ttnom ,.,. E"'""'no ,..,,,.., 

Wt•dnt-sda,-, Junt- I~ ""' Gtl Sinon 

"""' H •Ol'I (l'IOpp)l"OI 

"'" Tut POllt'tft Mt..si< 
1100 Gom• Ot '"' Wttk 

Holl Time Non ,,,.. S•o" r •• ... ,, ... ,,,. LO l e Mo" le 

""" MO., I f .. ,, Amt r lcoft Soorhm()ft 

""' Stor Trtl Sunday, Junf' 
lnl WNll UOPCM'f' l"O 
11>0 Mon••u 

'"" Tot P"olluf'I 1 ... .... \ltlfO'\ llCl'Ut 

'""' £.,en l"O .... llH 'h ll9lov1 H°"' 

""" D..lon MOt!lft lfd !Ol' f'f' ,._., 

""" M1u 1on : lmpo11ltt•t llOO Pro 80-••n ..... 
""" late NtWI .... Poetry SPt<lol 
1110 ""'" l•JO 2hf ,.,.,.,,., , ... s 111ce won 8f'QO" 

Thursday, Junf" 1' ""' lntormoHon 
1..,. ... 
lllO Window on vt...tnom 

1))0 Tnt llolltr11 M1n1C 11 .. '"Town TOft19"t 
l"l Wtiol ' • Ho~•no .... Jtoq..,., 
1 ... Cotot eur"•" 1 ... '"""'"ON-• , ... 

O.On ""°"'" ,,., ll"llO"ITIQllOn ,_ .. , 
1 ... M luloll lmponlble """ !d s..illh•Ofl , ... Ln • .... , Vle•nome\.f "" BOl'Qf\10 
1100 1n1onnotlort ,,.. lot• ..... 
11)) Wid e WkM Wcwld "" l.el ' I ·-· Vlttnor,.,tte 

""' Hollf11WOOd Poloce na Loi• Mo• +• 

Howard Hughes 
pays MARS hill 

%0 

%1 

u 

C.U! P F.\'ANS - Christmas came •arly on a hol nl~hl 10 
hundr!'ds of UnJlrJ States Armed Forrt-s personnel str\'lnl( in the 
ll•publlc of Soulh \'lolrulm when l~ Nevada mysl•!')' mllllona lr., 
llowarJ 1lu,.:hes, t~ah"(.t llf'rvl<'tmtn throui:hout Vietnam to a frt'e­
•·ull home \'ID MAHS (Military Affiliate lladlo Stations). 

Ont' of lh< lucky soldl<rs htre al th• home of th• ~th Infantry 
DMslon's 3rd Squadron, ~lh Armor«! Cav., was 5!><'<' . ~ Alphon•e 
ltann1. 

Ranni • ·a• happy to le arn of his Rood fortun• whllo plucln11 a 
rnll to his 1111rrnls •I tho NaV)' So~ MAHS 1t1 tlon. 

"It w1,. a nice g1••ture b)' Mr. llu11he1. It 1how«I lho bo)'I 
oHr hon• Jhut proplr back homo l't'ally cart." Ranl\I 1Dld. "I'm 
sure he d~sn ' I nord It , but If I'm O\'tr In Novada, I 'll throw my 
busint.s:s his -.·ay ." 

And so lloward llughes mad< sorvl<t'men In Vietnam happy , 
Tht- l'anu•ra·shy llughts was not &Yallablt for romment. 

Find your 
Th• rollowlng J>t'OPI• ha\'e Un· 

clalmtd ~rsonal prOlll'rfr bt•tns: 
hf'ld at lhl• Loni: H111h Ptrsonal 
ProPf'rty Hrnnl·h. 
AclWl'IOOCf\, C..•lot'll 
AW"', L•OY 
.A.Jom1. J .. ,.... 0 . 
~-. Jo~ C. 
A\I, Alb«'f ~. 

AllemGl'l. Jom.' C. 

"''' - · Jt l<N»ll Am.bf'otJftO, AlllHI , 

Nice talk 
In your dally .J"4.llngs " 'It h 

tht> \ 'lNn11ml'Sf', you ' ll find It 
rewardrng to l'"o"' somt-thlng of 
thf'ir lanli:uagt. · Htrt' are some 
phonf'llC phrasts you should 
kno-..·: 

Today-Rom• nigh 
Tomorrow-Nigh rny 

\ ' rstf'rday-Homr kwa 

• name 1n 
Amrf\eln. Ooor1 .. 
A"'°""°" • l.YIW'I A 
A~. 1111•..,.,no.M 
AN.,.ton. 1111 . L 
Andw'°"• W , T . 
....,..,,._,, llloY L . 
...,,,.,,~, Wllllon\1111 , 
~1,,Jo .. A.. 
Ar,..t.e. M . C : 
""°"••· JtOftOld o. 
....... ,,.,, Jol'or\ w. 
AyW, •obow1 H . 
.. I"- All.,., 0 . .. t"""" llloJOl'I ~. 
klw. O.-oe H. 
._,..,,, Jtobeof't M . 
ht~. Oono'4 G . 
~-- j.,,.... •. "°""'"- M•hl" 

·~. ~·· llkl"Of'I· Horo&a l., 
1.o,,,-""1'!, JHTV 
aatn, Wlllktm Jr . 
a.on••· 011 .... e 
&o•tff. J°""' G. 
8f'Oly, O. L. 
·~H. 0. 
8t"91'1ll•y . ~C. 
... ,. JQmn 

&.-Ntl ... Wllllorl'I 
8t'f'lton •• ""'" 
ewono~ er--1 ... S. 
8""9"0". G . A. 
8.n-on:llno. OrtfVG 
Bey., , Cwl 
8 ~"""'°1 , WoltK 
8'Qlry, Jonn 
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Swa rm foils 198th lnl Bde 

Bees put 'sting' on _Americal 
U BUFF - A ploloon of lhe 

Amorlcal Dlvl1lon's J9Klh Inf. 
fide. round btts In lholr bonnels 
rrctntli• while working In on 
ar.a thoy art llkel)' to romem ­
ber with a stln~. 

While participating In o cor-

don opcrutlon In the ruuwcd 
mounlulnx wc~t of here, Co. A or 
lhe Isl Bn ., ~2nd Inf. hod a plo­
loon hidden In the trlplc-conopy 
forest for security when a 
sworm of hornets nssoulted 
them . 

giant ·treasure hunt 
l\o lh WllUom F. 
lloh , LH J , 

•~o. Do"••• 
81o't'Mll. Ill . " · 
a1 ... 1,.,.. , Co,_ 
Blytt\ t G1.nn A . 
·~ICI, 'rv"k a 
9 01 ... Co""'"'°"' ' 

.°'""'°"· °"°" .°"'°"· c. 
80Yno.Gu. •ClllMrt 
l0urk • . s1.-, 
aow.n•. a.-9• 
e ..,...1, (..ory W . 
8 rol'Ktotl . (hoirl" 
• ,.-h. t•CM.11 , 
ltovU, 0 , A. 
Bro•IOI\, Horley 
8r......a'lof, fl . M . a,._..,, Vo" 8 . 
8t1Mon, J..Jt\n A . • 
lrooll•, Aoo.r-t 
erown, H•rti.rt C. 
On;rwr\ , ROlll«1 
Brown, T . C. /.A , 
Bf\K.•, \/011,.. L. 
llrytn. , C . A. 

=~~~i.~0':'1°~;1n E. 
81.t'Ot'U• LOITy W . 
But'n1. Jann • . 

8\.1.r'I , °'°''"' 81.1Gll. Poul H . 
lyort, Myra 
8yrd, Aa.,mond A. 
Goo ... Rkhord 0 . 
Colaw •H. r «t"ell o 

Colhou", W llllom 
CollahGn. H•"'' T. 
Coplin, AotMfl 

~:s~· :a~~·. 
ChtolhOm, flN'I W 
Cl'ln lon, L. a. 
Cl'lln, HeMy '( , 
Chrl1Ten1o0n, Jo#'ln 
Crvht~notl, Tt\omo1 
Clement, Jomn H • 
Cllntort, Vld0tkl 
(ollln1, Jo E1 
Collln1, T #ry L 
Collln1. Tommy C. 

~:fc!:!~~~:~uom C . 
Conway, J . "· 
CoullK.Jt~• 
Co.1, All en 
Von!Ol"d, Jon'I•• r: . 
CunnlrtQhO"', Oon l•I E . 
cw,..., Cl'f'O. 
Curtin. Chorlu T. 
O..:.uey, JomH 
0o .. 11, L 
OGwn, Mlcho•I f: . 
0-""G"· H . 0 . 
OelOOQd, Millon 
O.llovr, RQIDltrt 
Ot1>00lo, Joro­
Or11ont, Wll llom 
Olvltt, Ronald 
0-•Y• P , J . 
Olcklnto", Corl 
Olcll.on, A. J . 
Dinwiddie, Wollt'f" 

"We hud J11Nl hcen rCl'IUJ111llcd 
on lhe Hide of u rnnuntuln," Kuhl 
Ille """l•lunl llTO , l'fc. Duvhl 
Jlcrrlng, "und we Wl're about to 
move oul when they hit. " 

..A man 1omewhNe In the 
back sat rl..:ht on them," ex­
plained llerrlnK, und wus stun.: 
seven lime•. Within second• the 
'NVA horncls' hod the plaloon 
t.lunKerously scattered and run· 
nlnK £or cover. 

"Wo •torled popping smoke, 
thinking It would keep •ome ol 
the hornets away," Herring 
said . "Some of us jumped Into 
the smoke und sut still. We 
wat ched one JlUY runnln"' post 
wllh a lilK cloud rlxht behind 
him - he wus Kctllnx: stunx: ." 

The soldiers hud on- odded 

~=1~'.7ie~~ ~~~~n~1~~eh:~u~: ~~ : 
lack. Dttp In enemy territory, 
they could not chance making 
noise. Their po•lllon had been 
compromised already by lhe 
smoke, and they, had lo try to 
leave the oreu . 
• Thn'e wu appareaUy no wuy 
to rout the en~rny - Ch• platoon 
W6U ut the hornets' m~rcy. Tile 
only thing left to do wai to call 
the resupply helicopter. 

When the chopper dove down 
lo pick Jhe platoon up, It• pow­
erful downwa.sh proved to be 
just what It took 10 blow the 
'NVA hornets' owoy. 
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Aviator works bani during combat assault 

Gunship pilot loads rockets into pod. Fill 'er up and check the oil. 

Choppers approach landing zone in tight formation. Cigar-chomping pilot watches for Charlie . 

Smokey makes protective run around choppers touching down .. 


