
NVA human waves 
hit 25th Inf base 
clelenclers kill~ 399 Vol. 5, No. 25 

FSB CROOK - Defend­
ers of this tiny fire support 
base k.illed 399 members of 
an estimated NVA regiment 
that tried to overrun the 
base in two human wave 
assault.. 

The successive attempl.t to 
overrun this base 14 milts north­
wes t ol Tay Ninh, llve miles 
lrom the Cambodian. Border, 
w•re b<!at•n back br 2~th In­
lantry Division soldiers ol Co. B. 
lrd Bn .. 22nd lnl. 

Alttr having· 74 kllltd In an 
aborllve altack launched one 
night, the NVA launched anothtr 
altack the next mornlna: . 

"'We oba.e-rved movement out · 
1lcle ol tho wire 1horlly boloro 3 
a .m.," suld LI. James Trebil­
cock . "Wt pulled In our ll•ttnlng 
posts and opened lire on the 
NVA sol<lltrs. We started K•I· 
lln~ lnromlnJ.: rnc.·kt.'IS and mnr· 
Ian. but we smashed the main 
lorce ol lhe ott•ck belor• II real · 
ly got storied . 

"There win un NVA :1upper 
:u1uud m•ur lhc wire but lhl· 
muln force wu." neur u wonclllnt·. 
We Ju.ti hu<l them outwunnet.I -
thuf wo.s ull tht"re wo!'I lo ll." 

Attocklni,: In monsoon show­
l'rs , the NVA suppen blew hoh.•s 
In the pcrlmchtr wire ut !'leverul 
1ml11ti but coultl not Kf'' throuJ:h 
11w wltherln.c Ure lulcl clown by 
the !'lluhborn deft:n<ler:-i. 

" We iuaw NVA :t01dlcn !'ltnn<I· 
Inti: up und wolkln>: uround while 
we luhl cltrt:cl M-79 l:rl'nudc Clrt• 
nn their llO!'lltlon!f. It wu hunl to 
h4•1leve," St.:1. Sh•ve Lnyton !'lultl. 

Ourtns: 1he 0:4!'1nult. Air 1-'on•t• 
"S pooky" .:un!'lhl11s lucccl the 
Urf'U In rronl ur llu.• tleff'ncllnw 111 :. 
funlrym1•n, whlh• flnrc!'lhtp!'I ti· 
tumtnult•d lhc huttlt·rteld, t•nuhl· 
111.: lire dlrecton to rull In urtll · 
lt•ry on lht• uiuuulllni.:: forl't' with 
pinpoint IU"('UrlH.'Y . 

While lh1• rnnl11 1iernuncl 11tt1u-k 
' 'uma from the Junult· lo th<' 
norlh·northwt•!'lt ut lht• bu!'lt' , !UJI· 

''"" pro~d rrom nil •hit·•. 
·,.Thry blrw D hol• In tht h•nrt• 

nlJout 20 meh•r:. whl"' In front o( 
one of tht• hunken ," :tuld Lt. Ho· 
lu1ul J . Smith, " bul we stoppl"d 
tht"m with nuu·hhll'.:un tlrc. " 

HITIING THE GROUND and moving out fast during 
nn n•Mult nenr Xuan Loe, a comhnt medic of the 1st 
Rn., llth Cnv., !st Cnvnlry Division hends for the nction. 

First to die in Vietnam action 
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1st Inf Div wages 
big battle of year 
LAI KllE-"ln all my military experience I've never sttn our 

American soldlen do • more magnificent job," said Maj . Cen . 
Orwin C. Talbott, commanding general of the ht Infantry Dlvlsion. 
following a violent one-Oar melee throughout the division's area 
of operation which brought the deaths ol 191 Viet Cong and Norlh 
Vietnamese Army sold.Jen . 

"Big Red One" troopers marked the 25th anniversary ol the 
Normandy Invasion with the division's blKgest buttle •Ince the 
Loe Ninh oUenslve nine months ago. 

Action started before dawn with enemy rocket and mortar lire 
attacks on numerous 1st Dlvl· 
slon lnstallallons and conUnued 
until dusk. More than 240 Com· 
munllt rockcll and morh1r 
•hell• lell In the " lllK lled One" 
operallonal area . 

The llrst lirellKhl or "The 
Longest Day - 25 years later" 

·~place thn•e miles northwest 
or' Loe wht•n troopcn front 
Co . , 2ntl 1ln. , 2ntl Inf., run Into 
an esllmutetl NVA comp1:1ny 
11 g h t In K lrom well ·lortllled 
bunkera . When the skirmish hu<I 
ended, 115 NVA luy tleud. 

While the 2nd lnl. soldiers 
were mopplnK. u11 the rcmulnlntt: 
NVA resl"lMnl·c . 3rd fltle . troo11· 
ers aupporlcd by lhu ht lln ., '4th 
Armorec.J Cov. drove another 
NVA lorce deep loto the rubber 
trees 11 mlles south o( An I.oc. 
Hipping the licclng enemy with 
mlnl.:uru, urtlllcry, anc.J .:.o cull· 

ber machlnegun lirt , " Big Red 
One" soldiers killed JH more 
NVA . 
TnM1p~ from lhc ht Ude., 

quickly repelled an enemy probe 
on the perlml'tcr at Quun Lot , 
killing H lleds anti detalnln~ 
flvc suspecrs. Other brlttuttc con· 
lul"ls t•lulrurd IH more t·nrmy 
tlcuths . 11ic n ·mulnlng :.Ix VC 
were ktllctl by !!iupportin.: de· 
ment.s throu~huul the ttuy. 

Cencrul Tulbott summ ed UJ> 
the duy's hcuvy ucthm , suyln..:. 

. " 111e enemy u1,11eun•tl In scvcrul 
ure"s urourul the An Loc·Quu11 
Loi urcu hwtuy . In cv..ry ln· 
•luncu, our fon.:es were vresr.nl 
In overwhl'lmlni; slrl'n~lh. hy 
late u(ternoo11, ull the enemy 
had been destroyed untl no morr 
could be round on lhe butllr· 
llcld... . 

\ , 

Artillery smashes VC 
in area of 82nd Abn 
cu Clll-On u 45-cJuy Opl'ru llo11 west of ht·rc A ntry ., lntl Bn .. 

32ht Arly ., mucln their 11rescncc f1•lt wllh ut:t·urult: fire In su11por·1 
of thu l~t Hn., ~05th Inf., lt.•uvlnu 0 t!nt•my <lculi on thu hulllt·flcl1I. 

1-' lrlng from tlw tlust howJ of LZ Trucy, the butlery's llst of 
killed by artillery be~un when It• lire bu•e wu• hit by enemy 
rocket nnd mortur fire . Quickly strJklnu huck with their lO~mm 
howllzt·ril on counlc•r-roc·k c t tur..:c tH, tlw urllllt•ry trnlt wu crcdllctl 
wllh thrt•c klll1e when l11l' ln(unlry unit Hwc·11t llu: .'lll!'l(H't"ll•il nu·k1·I 
locution• ullt•r duyhr<!uk. 

Two duy! Joler un ocrlul ob.serve r spoiled :tl'Yt!rt.ll VC In the 
011cn, uml rcluycct the grid coorcllnut1•s . Sp1·1·1lily z.crolnK In on 
tho urco, A ballcry recdved credit for n KUA ':-i uftcr only 28 rounds 
Ii red. 

As night K•Ye way to clay, th• 
tlt•kuted NVA snhllers pulled 
buck und litd Into the junKI•. 
leuvlnK 323 ol their dr•d com· 
rudes bt•hlnd . Army nurse killed by enemy ro(ket 

CHU LAI - An en(my 122mm 
rock.et fln~d at lh«!! sprawllnw 
mllllary complex: here slruC'k 
down the first Army nurse to die 
as a result ol hostile lire In the 
Vietnam conlllct. 

The rocket Impacted nea r H 

heavily populated J12th Evoc· 
uotlon Jlospllal ward und also 
klill'<I a Vletnamtse child, while 
wounding 25 other Vietnamese 
clvlllans, a military policeman 
and a m~lc. 

The Army nune, Lt. Sharon 
A. Lane, 2~ . had arrived at the 
325-bed ~~th Medical BrlKude lu· 
clllty on April 29, an<! Imme· 

g1a1u!t ID!lll~~d ilUllUi h II •Jtlll 
.h\t!fh~tt ~:rd ··~~~~:t;" ~~ar t~o 
Quons•t-type huts s~~~~ \ !\ 'ill~ 
letter 'II,'" said Cain. 'J n tl . 
Medlin Jr .• comm•"""- ' lirl'r 

ol the lt2th Evocu~tlon llospllal 
Detachment. ..The rocket ex:· 
ploded ln the open area between 
the sides ol the ' II ' and to.,ed 
shrapnel through both walls ." 

The Impact cam• at 5: 55 a .m., 
one hour ond rive minutes be· 

- rort the nurse's 12-hour 7 p.m. to 
7 a.m . night shill would end. 
"All the patients were sleep· 
Ing,'' said Lt. Patricia E. Carr, 
the sla(f nurse who shared nlKhl 
duty with 'Lt. Lane. 

" We were Jusl rcla:rlntt before 
sturtlng lo wukc the patients up 
at 4 a.m. I was silting behind 
the ~.,k and Lt. Lane was sil-
l\~~ an en cmntr 1>t<1 l\'h•n '~' 
""i~~ct1tt~';her rockets h•ndttd 
one m !le south In the South 
China Sea , while another ex · . 
ploded In an empty lield nearby . 

Maj. nruce Llppmun wos the 
flrat dc>ctor on the scene. "I wus 
b.illklng to gel some early coffee 
when I hcttrd the explosion . I 
couldn't tell where the rocket 
hod landed until I saw a number 
o( Vietnamese running oround 
crying. Then LI. Corr look my 
arm, und we went Into the shut· 
tered ward. 

"Nu1'11<! Lane dlcCll within sec­
onds of MlnK hit by u piece of 
shrapnel whkh enlcretl throuw:h 
the throut," the mL·dlcul officer 
added ., 

lhe Vlt!lnunwse, unJ they upprc · 
ctute<l her lcmlL·rness uncl con· 
cern for them . " 

"After she had worked In lhc 
Vietnamese ward for ubout six: 
weeks, I asked 'Missy l.ane' 
(that was her nickname), II •he 
would like a trunder," remark· 
ed 1he head nune. "She replied 
that she liked It here and wanted 
to stay." 

The chic( ounc al tho 312th, 
Lt. Col. Minnie Sue WMlk.cr, 
rellcru.ted that the pcUle Lt. 
L.une was a very KOod nurse. 

Lt. Lane's Immediate .Juperlor "Lieutenant Lane aerved on 
ftl th~ hH•p.ltft(, l=ftPI· J,llrrP.IP9 jh~ ~tar! •t fllz~lmmqn~ Army 
W. Moni~ .... •itd tltu blohd~. loipilal In D~nY~t bllloro com· 
broWn•eyec.J Kiri WB!!I •It\ elt · Ing ID Vl•ln•m.' • the chl•t nUrad 

cellent nurse. "She was alw~sald. "She llt In b<!aulllully. She 
so kind to people and listened to wa'. sweet, quiet , and willing lo 
them with compassion . She liked ork." 
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Vietnam communique .. June 2-8 

Bfutal elf hes send Reds ree!ing 
Commuaisl JUllD«ll c0ntillued lo ahell q
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Thun"chl.nfantrymen Invited them· ~erslstence doesn't i,.y, at least when greeted by heavy automatic weapons 

Soutlt Vlemamese ddes and allied mlll· Ill you are tangling with both the 1st Cav- fire, The platoon called In helicopter gun · 
tary buea tile pall wed: la a 11lg1tl la· Eight VC were kllled, one wounded airy Division and the 23rd Artillery ships and Air Force fighters and when 
teoolflcatloa la action. . . ' was detained, and three weapons and two Group working together. the shooUng ended, a check of the rubble 

· I field telephones were captured. . The 2nd Bn., 12th Cav. and Btry. c. · yielded the bodlea of six NVA soldiers 
· U•ta ol tile 2SU. fel811Uy Dhio oa aaw In scattered clashes In the lit Bde.'s 2nd Bn., 13th Arty. were the chler lnslruc· kllled. One AK47 rtne wu captured . 

~lderable adloa la U..U area ol .C>Ptt· I C C •L B • h au- le fierce dall>eo. area of opera! ons, . o. • 4.n n., .at !ors for the day. The cav soldlen foiled a Fl11e VC were kllled and two were de. 
Inf. and cannoneers from Btry. A, 1st mid-afternoon ambush south of the Mich- talned by a unit of the 11th Light lnr. 

Adloa for tlie ttll fnfutry Dlvbloe Bn., 11th Arty. each killed three VC 2S elln rubber plantaUon, six miles south- Bde. six miles south of Due Pho. The ene-
waa llJ&llllgltled It)' ~ skit· miles west of Done Tam. east of Phu Khuong, Two hours later, the my had taken cover In splderholes after 
mlabm tltroupout tbe Mekoar Delta. NV A struck the same unit again, this being spotted by helicopter crews rrom 

Big R.;.i One aolcnen ol the lat I• 1st Inf Div time with B-10 rocket grenades and the !23rd Avn. Bn. 
fantry Dlvtsloa also experialced lleavy 60mm mortars. 
It r HI a r, alao dloCIOYerlntr numeroua The Skylroopen dug In and called for 
w<11pom c:adaea. Big Red One soldiers of the Isl In· artillery support from !he 23rd Artillery . 

Skytroopen ol tile hi Air Cavalry DI· fantry Division ranging over the areas or Group. When !he NVA finally broke con· 
vllloa tangled with numeroua ,,_1 clur· heavy flghllng In the past two days came tact , U of their soldiers had been slain. 
Ing the wedc _,. the Mldlttln rubber up with a sizeable number of e11emy Lethal long-range artlllorii strikes by 
plaotaUon, Jean.g beldlld a II.IP wmber we~'poThnes 1!~n~1:i~lon reconned the areas Btry. B, 6th Bn., ISlh Artl lery helped 
ot Vlff Coer cuvalllea. In Slcytroopers hurl back an enemy pre. 

25th lnl Div 

An enemy who had been In hiding for 
two weeks came out June s- only to be 
struck by 25th Infantry Dlvlalon Tropic 
f, lghtnlna aoldlen In tw~ brutal cluhea. 

The lwo balllea resulted In r7 North 
Vietnamese Army soldiers killed while 28 
more were killed In other enra1ement1 In 
the division's area of operations. 

At about 6 a.m. June 5, an ambush pa· 
trol rrom !he !st Bde.'1 4th Bn., Ith Inf. · 
observed 30 NV A 1oldlers In a clearln1 
seven mllea northwest of Go Dau Ha. Ar· 
Ullery and ll1ht !Ire teams were called In 
and the NV A aoldlen withdrew to the 
Reneeade Woods, a heavy Junele area a 
ahort dl1tance away. 

The patrol r•101ned It• company and 
the unll went a ter the lleeln1 enemy. 
Durlne !he heavy llght1n1 which rollow­
ed , 10 alrstrlkes by U.S. Air Force lacll· 
cal aircraft were called In to support the 
lnrantrymen. Later In the dar.; Co. D, 4th 
Bn .. 9th Inf. reinforced the roopers and 
the NVA •aoldlers evaded and withdrew. 
As nleht fell, the bodies ol 4S NVA 101· 
dlers had been counted. In that action, 
seven AK47 rllle1, a ,30 caliber machlne-
1un and one Rocket Propelled Grenade 
launcher were captured. 

Meanwhile, In the Citadel area · six 
miles northeast of Tuna Bane, 1un1hlps 
from the 116th Auaull llellcopter <.:o . 
cau1ht seven NVA 1oldlen In the Open, 
kllllnr one. Later, a company rrom the 
2nd Bn., 12th lnl. ·and a platoon rrom the ' 
3rd Bn., 0th Inf., Army of the Republic 
of Vietnam were 1weepln1 the area when 
they eneaeed an undetermined size ene· 
my force . 

9th 'tnl Div 

Old Rellabl .. of the. Ith Infantry Dlvt· 
alon reported klllln1 77 Viet Con1 In wide .. 
ran1'nc 1ktrmtshe1 In the Mekon1 Delta . 
June 7. -. . . . , ,, I 

In the day'a lar1est claah; two mild 
eht of Rach Klen, 11.' VC were killed. 
whtn they failed to conceal themaelvH 
from an eagle-eyed battalion command· 
er. Lt. Col. Edward ?. Cutolo, command· 
er of the 5th Bn., 60lh Inf. was llylna hi• 
command and control helicopter when he 
spoiled several VC In a small canal. The 
machlnesunner on the chopper . opened 
up, plnnln1 the VC down until gunahlpo 
from B Troop, 3rd Squadron, 17th Air 
Cav. and 1unshlpo from the 240th Auault . 
Hellcoplar Co. arrived. 

The gun1hlp1 laced the area with mini· 
run Ure. Infantrymen · from Co. D, "h 
Bn., 60th Inf. also eneaced the entmy 
and captured one Rocket Propelled Gre­
nade launcher with two RPG rounds and 
one AKfJ rtne. ''Tho.s.hoppen really let 
them have It," said 'Sgf: Jim Ray, radio· 
telephone operator on the command and 
control helicopter, "The · mlnl1uns just 
tore them up.'' .t,, . . 

Elsewhere In the Delta, Mobile · Riv· · 
erlne Force Infantrymen of Co. C. 4th r 

Bn., 47th Inf. caught an estimated VC 
squad taklne a lunch break• two miles 
aouth ol the division's Done Tam · head· 

------- . ·-·- -----

o( previous contact and captured enemy dawn assault on Landing Zone Jamie, 25 
weapons, munlllons and equipment after mUes northeast of Tay Ninh . The two 
the enemy's hurried flight from the American units killed eight Viet Cong. 
area," aummed up Capt. Enrique P. Rod· Altogether, the Isl Cav. totaled 61 ene-

.rlquei, the !st Division tactical oper· my kllls, getting the remainder In mul· 
atlons duty omcer. 

Four division and supporting element llple actions throughout Its area of oper-
cache discoveries turned up a total ol 22 atlons . . \ 
AK47 r1ne1 nine Rocket Propelled Gre- The cannoneera or the 23rd Artlllery 
nade launchers, one aomm mortar tube Group reported kllllnxJ enemy soldiers . 
and one S7mm recollleu rllle, nearly 700 

.small arms rounds and 60 high explosive America! 
rounds. ; 

Troopers ol the 2nd Bn. , 2nd Inf. mad• 4 
the bulk ol the dlscoverle.- while sweep- Multiple actions throughout Soulherf1 I 
lne throueh the An Loe/Quan Loi area, Corpa nelted America! Division In· 

Bte Red One soldlera alao claimed fantrymen 10 North. Vietnamese Army 
nine Viet Cone kills In multiple acUons soldiers and 22 Viet Con1 killed June 2. 
1outh or An Loe and Ben Cal. The bodies or three NVA and two VC 

lit Cav' Div 
were abo uncovered, and elaht weapons 
were captured. · 

The rlne platoon from B Troop, 2nd 
Squadron, 17th Cav .. while on a 1wecp 

The North Vletname1e Army was eight miles south of Tam Ky, came upon 
taueht a .very expensive lesson June 6 - a bunker complex and was promptly 

• O()fll4 MA 

·~ 

4th lnl Div 

Artillerymen of the 41h Infantry Dlvl-
~ alon June 7 closed the door on three 

North Vtetnamese Army soldiers who 
had fled Into a cave and division sold iers 
kllled six more lh a day of light acllon 
throughout the Central lllghlonds. 

A pilot of a reconnaissance helicopter 
from the Isl Bn., Hth Inf. first spoiled 
the three NVA In lhe hilly country nine 
mil•• southeast or Camp Enarl. The 

'three raced for what they thought was 
the ahelter of a cave, but ~th Division ar· 
tlllcry tlc•troyetl their hopes. l 'he bur· 
rage clalmc-d the lives ol all three. 

Another chopper pilot, this one from ll 
Troop, 2nd Squadron. Isl Air Cuv ., 
spotted (our NVA out In th~ open 15 miles 
southwest of An Khc. The gunshlp 's mini ­
gun fire kllled all lour. 

11th ACR 

G Troop tankers of the 3rd Squndrnn, 
11th Armored Cuvulry lt eglmcnl , now un · 
der the opcru.llonul control of the Jict 111 -
lanlry Divi sion, fount! !he oodles of nh1c 
more North Vlctnomcsc Army snlcllcrs 
81uln Vt o Urrcc clush June 5 fiv e miles 
•OUth\\\cst or An Loe. 

Sweeping the th ick jun1:le tlrl'U Ulll' 
mile north of the city, I Troup tank• 
rolled onto o Viet Cnn1: wcupons cuche 
which yielded t.~00 ,30 cullher round., ~00 · 
MftO · muchlncl{un rourub uml 500 feet of 
rt e lonullnu cord mu.•d lo HCI orr Cln ymorc 
mines. 

1st Avn Bcle 

Gun•hlps or tho t201h Avn . ll cllcopter 
Assault Co., 2681h Combut Avn. lln ., 171h 
Combut Avn. Gp. rc!l cued un ambushed 
U.S. Navy patrol boat und killed 10 Viet 
Cong June 6. 

The hellr.opten flnl rnced north of 
Qui Nhon while woull<lcd sullon were 
being evacuated from a Navy patrol bout 
attacked by lhe VC. 

Meanwhile, a Hawkeye alrcralt lrom 
the same comp11ny •polled 40 to 80 VC 
nearby. The plune·s 1tunneni: eot three 
confirmed kllb . 

Later more VC were seen moving In 
the same area. The choppers got revenge 
for the sailors, kllllnK seven VC und sink · 
Ing four umpon• . 

199th Inf Bcle 

'Three Viet Cong deathlil: ond lht! de­
struction of two onomy basecampit "hlgh­
ll1hted 11 day of llghl action for lhe 199lh 
Lleht Infantry Brigado June 8. 

The three enemy soldiers died In a 
heavy arllllery barrage 13 miles 1oulh· 
west of Saigon . Gunners of the 2nd Bn., 
40lh Arty. were credited wllh the con­
firmed kills. 

Redcatchers of the 2nd Bn .. lrd Inf. · 
· destroyed 48 bunkers south of Due Hoa 
while alrstrlkes smashed five more. The 
troopers found 31 ol the bunkers five. 
miles 1outhea1t of Due Jloa and the re· 
malnder three miles 1outhwe1d ol the 
ctty. They also dl1covered three VC aam· 
pans. 

Co." C, 5th BR., 12th Inf. found five 
more bunkers and lour booby !raps eight 
miles southwest of Saigon. 



,•; . .. , ,':. ·"" 

Page 16 THE ARMY REPORTER June 23, 1969 · 

North Vietnamese sapper zapped 

,_" · Fist· ' 'fight~t/rayoeS . invading lightweight 
. . . . . . . . 

U: BALDY - Srt. Larry Cathey may 
not be 1 Golden Gloves boxer, but to an 
NVA sapper the young Amtr1eal Division 
soldJer could hne been heavywelaht 
champion of the world. 

The Jtlth Inf. Brlcade soldier was 
slttpin& ID bls hootch here when an in· 
e<>min1 rocket shattered the sUence and 
signalled the be&lnnJnr of an early morn· 
Ina sapper attack. 

The JO.year-old sergeant sat up in· 
stantly, jumped out of bed and hurtled 
out the door ol his bulldlnr to head for 
the lichtlJli PGSitions. . 

. No -r was the supply sergeant 
from Co. B, 4th Bn .. Slst Inf., out.side 
then be found himself, unarmed, prae· 
tlcally la« to la« with two very sur­
prised sappers In the Inky darkness. 

. "They were still about ili feet from 
me, so I let them keep e<>mlnc and Jump­
e-d the first one - the other one turned 
and ran. •• said Cathey. 

Lt, Hue A. McDougal, the e<>mpany 
executive olli«!r, was hurriedly leaving 
his hooteh when .. , Just saw a glimpse or 

Car· as he tackled the NV A. 
' e<>uldn't lltt on the NV A for rear or 

hit g Calhty so I was lon:ed to ho14 

squad J"tt"elved heavy enemy lire from 
lour desperate sappers. The NVA were 
armed with three ~K's and one rocket· 
propeUed·gr<nade launcher. In the e<>n· . 
fusion of battle, two of the sappers were 

'atlemptlng to &•I in through the same ob· 

NV A still Inside the perimete1.. Pinning 
them down wl heavy tire inside the 
first row or ba~ wtre, the Infantrym en 
finished them off with' grenades. orr._~ 1h~~ th~c~g!~·e three tlmts," said Llke rite rest ol lhe comi>any , Cathey 
was unable to detect any more evading 
NVA, and walled for the dawn In a Clrlni 
pos!Uon. As the sun slowly rose over the 
bloody battlefield, the sergeant Joined his 
company In a sweep of the surroundlng 
hllls Inside the perimeter. 

Cathey, "and he ·pulled 1 grenade, 10 I 
bit him once more, grabbed bis AK and 
took olf. 'nit grenade explodt<l and the 
bruised NVA crawled under 1 building, 
iettin& back In a corner r.gaJnst some 
sandbags;• he concluded. Later In the 
battle, the upper was KO'd ·by 1 party of 

Stacie. , 
One of the NV A soldiers hurled a gre­

nade, which landed close to Cathey. A 
pl<C<! of shrapnel struck between his 
eye.s. but only broke the skln and eave 
him a bloody nose. The lour •n•my were 
brought under fire and kllled by the ln· 
lantrymen. 

The men observed several NVA sol­
diers escaping through the concertina . 
Cathey followed McDougal and five other 
men . as they gave chase to the fleeing 
enemy. The cross-country pursuit carried 
the Americans almost 700 yards outside 
the perimeter. They followed several 
blood trails before the)' were ordered 
back to the company area and security . 

Cathey's buddies. 
Though 1 bit shaky alter .his brush 

with the enemy, Cathey sought more sap­
pers. He Joined two other men led by 
McDougal who were atlempllng to make 
their way to a bunker, about :IOO yards 
away. The perimeter guard bunker had 
recelved heavy enemy fire, and eommu­
nlcatlons were knocked out. The Jn­
rantrymen r .. rec1 their buddies in the 
sandbacged position were surrounded by 
enemy and in danger o( being overrun. 

Cathey e<>nllnued on with his squad, 
only to arrive at the bunker and lind H 
surrounded . Under Incoming RPG 
rounds. th< sergeant helped evacuate the 
wounded. Three NV A soldiers were try­
ing to crawl through the perimeter wire 
directly In front of the bunker. " Ever)' · 
time they moved," said McDougal, "Sgt . 
Cathey and the other men just picked 
them off." 

The sergeant then helpe<I In the body 
count and removal of clust~rs of ex­
plosives the enemy had strapped lo thdr 
bodies. The quick reaction lo the sapper 
strike had accounted ror 17 dead enemy 
lying near and In lht company area. 

Mo•tq qaldly along the edge of the 
road leadlnit to the bunker, the rescue 

Back In the company area, Cathey as­
sisted . In trapping two of the escaping 

~ 

Savage. assault on America I· 
inflicts hea~ US casualties 

DUC PHO - A batlallon-slze 
NVA roree 11va1ely auaultrd 
an Amerlcal unit rour and one· 
hall miles south of here, In· 
nlctln1 heavy casualties before 
six APCs arrived to beat back 
lhe enemy, 

Co. C, lrd lln .. Isl Inf., 1 llh 
Bde., was C'Onductlnc a search 
and clear mission when !hey 
were hit hard by an· enemy force 
Iha! wu to 1urfer 51 dead In the 
action . 

"Wt were w1lkln1 through 
cant and potato fields In a 
wedre lormallon," explained 
Starr Sat. Willi• T. Helms, ht 
platoon leader. "There wero 
suiar cane lields lo our rear, 
hed1erow1 to our right, a hill In 
our ltlt and nothlna bul op•n pn· 
i.to lleld1 to our rront." 

The enemy walled until the 
soldlers reached the polalo 
fields before makin1 thoir move. 
"When we 101 well into the 
fields, we started receiving snip· 
tr fire," said 2nd Pia loon leader 
Lt. Paul H .. Yamada . "We start· 
e<I returnln1 fire and that's 

Cav .. who Immediately rtspond· 
ed with six Al'C• under !he com· 

· mand of Staff Sgt. Gary T . Whit· 
nack . "Th• llnl thlnK we did 
when we got lo the area Wlls lo 
give Charlie Compan)' sup1>orl · 
Ing fire and get the wounded to 
'!a f et y ' ' expl•ined Whltnack . 
Early In the action , he 5urfered 
ladal wounds from un M·79 
round but refused medlcol at\en· 
lion and continued to coordlrlate 
the APCs with lhe Infantry unll . 

Afh.• r lhl' wounded had been 
'ca rt'd for , tlu .. • trul'.'ks were r>ul 
on line untl h''KUll 11wec.·1>in.: lo · 
ward the enemy , 

"We puf down u heuvr bust.• of 
fire and tht'n bei:illl to movt• 
ovt•r the t•rwmy 1>0!!11tlons," Whit · 
nWick l'Onlhnu·1l , ··As wt• 1•u~~t:-1l 
the :spider hult~s. we tosst•tl lht• 
wrenudcs l'l.:ht llul'k ul thc.·m . ·• 
Two other lnfuntry c.:n rnpunles 
lhen movt•tl In to hc.•lp rout th1•, 
1•nemy. 

Infantry, gunships 
unite for: 84 kills 

HEN 'l'llF~Twn cnmpunlc• nf lhc Ulh lnfunlry llivlsion's 2nd 
Dde. learned up wllh l(unshlp• lo kill Kl VC In u six-hour haltlc 
six miles f\Orlhwc•I o( here. 

Co, A had been alrlirted lnlo the ureu ln lhc mornlnM, and llghl 
contact was established Jmmedlulely. Gunships from n Tn>0Jl, lrcl 
Squadron, 5th Armored Cav .. killed lour VC dur lnK lhe lumllng 
operations. 

Heavy lighllng began ln mld·allcrnoon when the Infantrymen 
when they threw everything found an estimated JOO VC hiding In hootche• In thick nipa palm 
they had at u1. We be1an re«!iv· growth. The VC were well-armed and fought back with heuvy 

EVERYBODY OUT u soldiers of the · tst Bde.'s 2nd 
Bn., 327th Inf., lOlst Airborne Division leave a chopper 
being used in the unit's operation in the southern A Shau 
Valley. 

ln1 RPG•, automatic weapons " automatic weapon and rocket propelled grenade lire. 
fire, and 1m11l arms fire from · · 
three 1ldes and suffered l!eavy Co. C waa )llrlllltd from their floating home on the Navy 
casualtlu. · LST supply ship U.S.S. Nueces and Inserted Into lhe contact area 

The lnrantrymen ... hen calle<I late In the afternoon . 
for support from E Troop, Isl 

ArUllery and •Ir units were called In to supporl the tn rantry­
men when they were stopped 75 yards short of the.: woodllne by 
Intense enemy fire . Scout rescues interpreter 

CU CHI - Heavy n1htlnr and Vietnamese 
heroism marked !he action when the aero-rifle 
platoon of C Troop, Snl Squadron, 17th Air Cav .. 

·,. .. Inserted Into a suspected enemy ~Uon \0 
miles northea•t of here. 

Alter the lait'sllct departed, an esUmated 

:~~~'::~~1",,':_.~~r ~~:f c:'r r~:~::hs :Onn~ 
ntttlng tttnches. Cobra gunships we.re called ln 
from C Troop and from the Sn! Squadron. 

Dunne the hour and a hatr of Intense fighting; 
C Troop's Kit .canon Scout, a Ho! Chanh tdentl· 
fled as Tnon . Thal Ngh11, sued the Ille of bis 
American buddy, ~pee. _. George Myers. M)'ers, 

· the only Interpreter lrt C Troop, described the 
event.s, saying, " I was standlns In front of a 
bunker with Nghla and two other gurs when sud­
denly this hand holdlng a grenade appeared In the 
mouth of the bunker. I fired a quick burst with 
my MU trying to hit the grenade, suddenly Nghia 
pulled me away from behind and threw me to the 

· ground. The s:renade went ort and got anolher 
guy who had bttn standing .about l feet away 
from me. IC It weren't for Nghla, I probably 
would have got It, too." 

Nghla had been with C Troop for only live days 
belo"' the 1cllon. Prior to bee<>mlng a Hot Chanh 
seven months · ago, he served In the North Viel· 
names• Army as a "Trung SI" (Starr Sgt .). 

"Those air sfrlkcs were righl on lhe money," said Capl. Dwight 
A.' Beck, company commander. ''We were iO close to the enemy 
bu~kers, we could hear the shrapnel flying overhead." 

A 1wttp of the area by both e<>mpanlet revealed dozens of 
freshly dug bunkers ·and foxholes and a large store o/ medical sup· 
piles. The bunker e<>mplex was destroyed the n~xt day b~ the In· 
lantrymen and supporting engineers. 

"It Wll a perfect example Of small Unit taclic1 on lhe part Of 
squadron and platoon leaders and their company commander as 
they moved aa:alnsl the VC from 1everal dltleront dlrtctlon1 1lmul· 
taneously," said Maj . Michael McNamara, the battalion ex­
ecutive otncer. 

· ·During the action seven Silver Stars and eight Bronze Slars 
· were earned by the Infantrymen; who received the awards In 

a ceremony soon alter the battle ended. 
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